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SEC    t.     t. 

Cantainitig  a  Defcription  of  Tufcany,  including  FIo^ 
rcnce,  Pifa,  Leghorn,  Sienna»  Stato  de  gli  Pre-* 
lidii.  Patrimony  of  the  Churchy  Lucca,  and  tbi 
tt»€lve  ancimi  Tufcan  Cities. 

THE  grand  dutchy  o^Tufcany^  as  it  is  now  czMcd^ De/cHptio^ 
excepting  a  few  detachtd  pieces  lying  in  the  tcr-  of  Tuf- 
ritories  of  Atodena^   Genoa^  and  Luccot    extends  cany, 
from  North  to  South  about  one  hundred  and  fix- 
teen  miles,   and  aboat  eighty  from  Eaft  to  Wef^.     It  is 
bounded  by  the  Mediterranean^  or  Tufean  Sea ;   by  the  ecclc- 
daftical  ftate;    by  the  dutchy  of  Aiodtna^  and  the  country 
whkh  anciently  formed  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna ,   and  it 
naturally  abounds  with    grain,*   lemons.    Oranges,  all  other 
fruits,  oil,  and  wine  of  an  excellent  kind.    The  face  of  the 
country  is  beautifully  variegated  by  hills  and  dales,  and  the 
foil  fo  rich.and  fertile,  that  it  requires  but  little  culture.    It 
muft  however  be  admitted,  that  many  places  in  T'ufcany^^t 
altered  for  the  worfe,   fince  the  decadence  of  the  Roman 
Moo.  Hist.  Vol,  XXXVL  B  empire.. 
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empire.  Its  populovifnefs  made  it  then  the  natural  gloff 
.  of  Italy  i  but  being  depopulated  by  the  irruptions  of  barba- 
rians, the  want  of  cultivation  has  rendered  fome  of  the  low- 
lyings  places,  particularly  about  Pijiij  VQltetray  Chiujiy  and 
M^y  unhealthy. 

TUSC/INy  zhounds  in  mines  and  minerals  ;  bujt  (kill. is 
wanting  to  work  them  in  foaie  places,  particularly  at  Vohcrra. 
Its  falt-works,  however,  are  in  good  order ;  and  alabafter, 
fulphur,  and  chalcedony  are  found  in  many  places  *.  Mqffh 
produces  lapis  lazuk  and  borax  :  amethyfts  are  found  at  Phwf* 
bifna :  jafpers  at  Barga :  black  flate,  iron  ore,  excelled 
marble,  and  cornelians,  at  Stazzena  and  Seravezza,  Quick- 
filyer  is  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  SevegUani ;  and  even 
mines  of  filver  have  been  difcovered  near  Galena,  Other 
places  of  this  delightful  country  produce  allum,  manna,  and 
hopey,  all  excellent  in  their  kinds.  The  hot  fprings  oiTuf-^ 
cawf  werechoaked  up  by  the  baj^barians^  The  famous  counieis 
Matilda  in  1 113,  repaired  and  made  ufe  of  them;  but  the 
fucceeding  ages  of  barbarifm  again  choaked  them,  till  about 
twenty  years  ago  they  were  difcovered  at  the  foot  of  mount 
St.  Guiliano^  not  far  from  Pifa^  and  being  again  rebuilt,  they 
are  at  fhis  dmc  vaftly  frequented  for  their  medicinal  virtues. 
Other  places  of  Tufcany  are  famous  on  the  (ame  account ; 
but  each  fpring  differs  from  another  in  its  quality,  appear* 
ance,  and  degrees  of  heat  or  cold.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  the  baths,  many  of  which  in  Tufcany  are  efteemed  of  fui- 
gular  eflicacy  in  the  cure  of  difea(es. 

The  Amo  is  the  principal  river  in  this  c6antry.    It  re- 
ceives into  it  the  Sitoa^  the  Peja^  and  the  Elfa^  and  fa>h  into 
the  Tea  a  little  below  Pija.    The  fource  and  courfe  of  the 
Ombrom  is  through  the  Siennefe, 
Ftnoitand     Though  the  modern  tufcany  does  not  comprehend  tbe 
re*vmue  of  whole  of  tbe  ancient  Etruria^  yet  its  great  duke  is  a  fovereign 
the  grtat   prince,  and  a  powerful  one  too,  efpecially  in  Italy.     He  is 
^^«  grand-maftcr  of  the  order  of  St.  Stephen^  the  privileges. of 

which  fomewhat  refemble  thofe  of  Malta  :  his  ordinary  in- 
come amounts  to  about  three  millions  of  piaftres  a  year.  His 
militia  is  regimented ;  his'  (landing  army  confi(h  of  two  re- 
giments of  dragoons,  and  three  regiments  of  foot ;  but,  upon 
occafions,  it  is  (aid  that  he  can  bring  into  the  field  thirty 
thoufand  men,  and  fit  out  twenty  (hips  of  war,  befides 
gallies  and  gallealFes.    .The  whole  dutchy  is  now  governed 

^  Englilh  Tranfladon  of  Buschino's  Ceogr^hy,  voK  lil. 
pag.  118. 
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by  a  itgency)  at  the  bead  of  which  is  a  governor^  mho  re^ 
fi^es  at  Pkretue^  and  lives  with  great  magnincence.    Ic  is  cer- 
tain, that  during  the  prefent  war  in  Germarty  the  great  duke    A.  X>* 
has  drawn. conhderable  fuppties  of  men  from  his  Tufcan  do-     176a* 
mmoiiB^  and  they  are  reckoned  inferior  to  few  of  the  Git- 
pun  troop84 

The  chief  diftri£i  oiTufcar^  is  that  ofPlor^ce,  ^here  the  Flolertct* 
excellent  genius  of  the  inhabitants  for  agriculture,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difadvantages  they  lie  under  to  point  of  govern- 
ment and  Ubtrty,  has  rendered  their  country  almoft  a  gar- 
den. Florence  idelf,  the  capital  of  Tttjcanyj  is  delightfully 
iituated  in  the  midft  of  fertile  well  cultivated  hills  and  vallies^ 
and  divided  by  the  Jnto^  which  has  there  over  it  four  ftone 
bridges^  into  two  unequal  parts.  The  flreets  are  paved  with 
very  broad  ftones,  that  look  like  fragments  of  polifhed  rocksg 
fo  that  they  are  generally  clean  :  many  of  them,  however^ 
are  crooked,  and  fo  narrow  as  not  to  afford  room  for  acar- 
riag^  to  pais.  The  cities  of  Reme^  Genoa,  and  Turin,  excel 
fhrence  in  the  number  and  fplendid  appearance  of  their  pa-^ 
laces,  the  beauty  of  thofe  oiFhrence  being  greatly  dinainimed 
1^  the  paper  windows  which  are  every  where  in  tife.  Flo* 
rence  is  (aid  to  contain  feventeen  market-places,  feven  foun-^ 
tains^  fix  cohimns^  two  pyramids,  one  hundred  and  itxty^ub-^ 
•lie  ftatti^,  forty* four  pariih  churchesi  thirty-feven  hoipitida 
and  charitable  foundations*  twelve  priories,  fifty-four  con-* 
vents,  and  twenty-four  ecclefiaftical  fraternities.  The  num-& 
her  of  the  houfes  is  computed  to  be  nine  thoufand,  and  that 
of  the  inhabitants  feventv  thou&nd.  The  prefent  trade  of 
Florence,  befides  the  produce  of  the  ground,  lies  in  its  ma- 
nufaAurea  of  woollen  and  filk  ffufl&,  which  are  carried  on 
by  the  principal  citizens,  even  the  nobility  here  not  difdain^' 
iog  to  be  traders,  and  fometimes  (hopkeepers<  T\it  Florentines 
boaft  greatly  of  their  Academia  della  Crufca ;  a  fbciety  of 
learned  men,  inftituted  for  purifying  their  language,  as  me<( 
tals  are  purified  by  the  crucible.  In  the  year  1753^  an  aca- 
demy of  agriculture,  confiding  of  one  hundred  perfons,-  was 
inftituted  at  Florence,  and  owed  its  original  to  the  abbot  Ubaldoi 
Miontelatici, 

The  city  of  Florence  Uk\f,  next  to  Rome,  is,  with  regard 
to  antiquities  and  curiofities,  the  heft  worthy  of  a  ftranger*9 
yifiting  of  any  in  It(ify4  Its  archiepifcopal  cathedral  is  faid 
to  be  half  as  large  again  as  St.  VauPs  at  London ;  and  fome 
of  its  palaces  yield  to  none  in  Italy.  Several  of  its  churches 
and  public  buildhigt  are  likewife  extremely  magnificent.  The^ 
chapel  of  Sou  Lorenzo,  though  it  makes  no  great  appear- 
liacei  on  the  outfide,  will,  if  ever  it  is  finiihed  in  the  manner 
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it  has  been  begun,  be  by  far  the  fineft  ia  the  world.  Its 
works  were  carried  oa  without  interruption  from  1604  to  the 
death  of  the  laft  great  dulce  of  the  houfe  of  Medici  in  1737. 
But  it  is  not  our  purpofe  to  dwell  on  the  particulars  of  this 
and  the  other  celebrated  flrudures  in  Floretui.  '  It  would 
however  be  unpardonable  to  omit  mentioning  the  old  ducal 
palace,  which  contains  the  greateft  and  fineft  colledlon 
made  by  one  family,  and  within  one  roof,  in  the  world,  of 
.  ancient  and  modern  fculpture,  painting,  and  curiofities  of 
every  kinfl,  both  natural  ^nd  artificial.  In  an  oAagonal  room 
of  this  palace  ftands  the  celebrated  ftatue  oi  f^inus^  called  by 
way  of  excellency  the  Venus  of  Medici^  of  ancient  Gnek  fculp- 
ture,  with  many  others  of  equal  merit.  This  palace  con- 
tains likewife  in  it  an  immenfe  quantity  of  plate  and  jewels, 
ancient  and  modern ;  and  Flonnci  is  celebiated  for  feveral ' 
excellent  libraries.  ^ 

Pifa»  The  territory  of  Pifa^  the  next  Tufcan  ftate,  aflfbrds  all 

the  comforts  of  life.    Its  cattle  and  vegetables  are  very  fine, 
and  it  produces  plenty  of  corn  at)d  wine.    The  city  of  Pi7&, 
like  Florence^  is  divided  by  the  Arno  into  two  parts  ;  but  tno* 
very  fpacious  and  extenfive,  it  does  not  contain  at  prefent  above 
fixteen  or  feventeen  thoufand  inhabitants,  though  formerly 
they  were  computed  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  tbouTand.     Tlie 
Pifam^  when  free,  were  a  commercial  people,  and  extremely  * 
tenacious  of  their  liberties.   The  form  of  their  government 
was  republican ;   and  the  wars  between  them  and  the  Fl$ren» 
iinesy  who  at  laft  (ubdued  them,  were  long  and  Moody.  The 
conveniency  of  their  fituation  and  harbour  for  the  feveral 
powers  who  had  claims  or  territories  in  Itafy^  was  the  reafon 
why,  after  they  had  loft  their  independency  as  a  people,  they 
never  could  recover  it;   and  with  their  independency  their 
importance  dwindled.      Their  neighbourhood    to  Leghorn^ 
which  is  now  th^  chief  port  in  the  MedHerramany  tho'  for- 
merly of  little  or  no  note  for  trade,  has  likewife  contributed 
greatly  to  the  decay  of  Pifa^  which  is  now  remarkable  for 
little  more  than  the  (hells  of  its  ancient  magnificent  buildings, 
it  being  the  place  where  the  gallies  are  built,  and  the  refi* 
dence  of  the  knights  of  St.  Stephen.    Between  Pifa  and  Leg^ 
bem  is  a  canal  fixteen  Italian  miles  in  length. 
Leghorn.       LEGHORN^  or  Livornoy  lies  within  the  ancient  diftrid' 
of  Pifa.     It  ftands  in  a  roarfliy  country,  which,  with  the 
afliftan^e  of  canals  cut  at  avaftcxpence,  is  now  cuhivated, 
though  the  air  is  unwholfome,  and  water  (carce.     The  cm 
is  well  fortified,  and  contains  forty  thoufand  inhabitants,  half 
of  whom  are  Jews,  who,  notwithftanding  the  heavy  taxes 
they  pay,  are  rich,  and  carry  on  a  vaft  uade*    Leghorn  is  a 
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fkc  pott,  and  to  this  freedom  the  gfeatnefs  of  its  commerce 
is  owing.  It  has  two  harbours,  the  outward  and  the  inward  : 
the  ii^ter  cbntafns  the  duke^s  gallics,  and  the  other  trading 
1h\p5  i  bat  flttps  of  great  burthen  muft  lie  out  of  the  mole 
vfhkh  forms  the  harbo«ir,  moored  to  piUars  and  large  iron 
rings.  The  light- houfe  of  Leghorn  contains  thirty  lamps 
burning  in  one  lanthorn,  aiid  ftanding  on  a  fingle  rock  in . 
the  fea  ;  it  is  e<)u'aUy  curious  as  ufeful.  Jqua  and  Vada  like- 
wife  lie  within  the  diftri(^  of  P^, ;  but  their  foil  and  air  is 
fo  unwholefome,  that  they  are  very  thinly  inhabited. 

The  diftrid  o(  Sienna  is  the  third  in  Tufcany.  The  Sien-  Sienna, 
wp/f,  like  the  other  Tufcan  fiates,  were  onCe  free,  and  ftrug- 
gfed  bard  for  their  liberties,  but  are  now  fubjedi  to  the  grand 
^ake«  The  city  of  Sienna  is  t>leafantly  fituated  in  a  whole- 
ftme  air,  and  of  large  circumference,  though  its  inhabitants 
are  not  in  number  above  feventeen  thoufand.  They  arc 
however  noted  for  their  politenefs  and  elegance,  many  of  the 
Tufcan  ndbility  chufing  Sienna  for  th^ir  refidence ;  and  it  is 
thought  that  the  halian  tongue  is  (jioken  here  in  its  grcateft 
purity.  It  is  an  archiepifcopal  f6c,  and  its  Gothic  cathedral 
is  crufted  within  and  Without  with  marble.  Its  pave« 
ment  is  extretocly  curious,  and  well  prefervcd  •  but  the  uni- 
verfity,  which  was  'founded  here  by  Charles  V.  is  on  the  de- 
cay, though  the  Jefutts  college  contains  a  good  number  of 
ftudents.  The  great  dukes  of  Tujcany'h%}ft  indulged  the  in- 
habitants in  retaining  feme  forms  of  their  republican  conft}- 
tution,  though  the  fpirit  of  it  is  aboliflied. 

The  diftrid  of  Sienna  is  large,  artd  great  part  of  it,  cfpc- 
cially  that  Which  is  called  the  Maremma  di  Sienna,  and  which 
runs  feventeen  Italian  tniles  along  the  fea-coaft,  is  unhealthy 
•and  thinly  inhabited.  It  contains-  however  fev'eral  biftioprics, 
and  a  conGderable  number  of  caftles,  forts,  towns,  and  vil- 
lages. JH(fftti  Pukian^  and  M^nte  Akino^  though  both  bi- 
&OpriCs,  are  fmall  plac^,  but  famous  for  their  vi^ines. 

The  Stahde  gliPrefidiiy  lying  od  or  near  to  the  fca-coaft,  g^^^^  ^^ 
confifts  of  a  chain  of  forts,  an^  formerly  belonged  to  the  Sien-  r,\\  Prc. 
nefe ;  but  is  npw  fubje£t  to  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies.    The  ^^, 
moCt  cohfiderable   place  it  contains  is  Orbitelioy   which  is 
ftrongly  fortified,  and  has  a  good  harbour.     Piombino,  which 
makes  a  figin-e  in  the  following  hiftory,  ftands  on  a  rock  in 
the  fea ;   bur,  thbugh  it  has  a  citadel  and  a  palace,  it  is  now 
an  inconfiderable  place*    Porto  Longohe  is  a  fmall  fortified 
port;    tn6  Pjirto  Ferraio^  a  fortification  likewifo;  belongs  to 
the  great  duke  of  Tufcany.    The  other  fortified  places  in  this 
(jigri^  ar^  Tekfmone^  Monti  Argentaro^  Porto  Ercole,  Monti 
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Filippo^  and  Porto  St.  Siefano.    All  which  are  mentioned  in 
hiAory,  both  Sincient  ana  modern. 

The  churches  patrimony,   part  if  not  all  of  which  lies 
within  the  antient  Etruria^  or  Tufcany^  is  bounded  on  the 
North  by  the  Venetian  territory  ;    on  the  Eaft  by  the  Jdria* 
fic'y   on  the  South-eaft  by  the  kingdom  oi  Naples  %   on  the 
South  by  the  Mediterranean  i  and  on  the  Weil  by  the  grand 
dutcby  of  I'ufcany  and  the  Modenefe.    Its  extent  from  North 
^o  South  is  about  two  hundred  and  forty  miles.     Its  greateft 
from  South-weft  to  North-eaft  is  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Englijh  miles,  and  its  fmalleft  about  twenty. 
St.  Peter'/     A  description  of  the  papal  dominions,  a  fmall  part  of 
f^ptoity.  which  IS  conHdered  ^s  belonging  to  the  nwdern  Tufcany,  doe? 
Xio%  come  within  our  prefent  defign.    It  b  fuiHcient  to  fay, 
that  the  ftate  of  the  church  is  naturally  one  of  the  richeft 
^nd  raoft  powerful  in  Italy^  and  the  revenues  would  be  im* 
menfe,  were  it  not  for  the  oppreffions  of  its  government;, 
which  appropriates  the  labour  of  the  poor  inhabitants  to  it*- 
felf ',  fo  th^t  nothing  but  idlenefs  and  wretchednefs,  except- 
ing among  the  Bolognefe^,  who  ftill  retain  fopie  -of  their  an- 
cient privileges,  is  to  be  feen  through  the  whole*    The  ^zxxte 
of  this  mifery  is,  that  the  pepe^,  who  at  the  time  pf  their 
eledion  are  adyapced  in  years,  generally  give  their  dominions 
up  to  be  preyed  pn  by  tneir  rapacious  needy  relations,  who, 
confidering  the  (hp^t  remaijider  of  their  )Linfn)S|n*8  life,  mal^e 
the  moft  of  them. 
I^cca.  LUCCA  is  the  only  ftate  in  7ufcany  that  can  be  faid  to 

bsve  prefcrved,  or  rather  recovered,  its  liberties  \  arod  the 
blei)ings  of  freedorn  are  difcernable  all  over  the  republic* 
Though  no  more  th^n  thirty  Italian  miles  in  .circumference) 
it  contains,  beiides  the  ciiry  of  Luccf^  one  hundred  and  fifty 
villages.  The  number  of  inhabitants  ^re  computed  ,9t  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand,  and  the  foil  is  iipproved  to  the 
utmoft.  This  little  territory  is  bounded  tpwards  the  South- 
weft  by  the  Tufcan  Sea ;  and  on  the  land  fide  it  is  i^  a  man- 
ner inclofed,  all  but  a  fmall  tongue  that  ftretches  to  Modenfi^ 
by  the  grand  dutchy  pf  Tufcany. 

The  government  of  the  republic  is  lodged  in  a  gonfalo- 
nier,, whofe  power  is  much  the  fame  with  that  of  the  doges 
of  Venice  and  Genoa.  He  is  affifted  by  nine  counfellors ;  but 
the  power  of  all  the  ten  continues  but  for  two  months,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  live  in  the  ftate  palace,  and  at  the  pub- 
lic expence.  They  are  chofen  out  of  the  great  council, 
which  confifts  of  two  hundred  and  forty  noblel ;  but  even 
this  council  is  changed  by  a  newelcflion  cvpry. two  years. 
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The  revenues  of  the  republic  arc  about  four  huodred  thoufafid 
Icudi  or  crowns,  out  of  which  they  maintain  five  hundred 
men  by  way  of  regular  forcey  and  feyenty  Swifs^  as  a  guard 
to  rheir  ading  m^giArates. 

The  lltuation  of  the  city  of  Lncca  is  in  a  plain,  termi- 
nating in  mod  delightful  eminences,  adorned  with  villas, 
fummer-houfes,  corn-fields,  and  plantations  of  every  kind ; 
fo  that  nothing  either  for  ufe  or  pleafure  is  here  wanting. 
The  city,  which  is  three  Italian  miles  in  circumference,  has 
regular  well  lined  fortifications ;  and  its  ftreets,  though  ine- 
^lar,  arc  wide,  well  paved,  and  full  of  handfome  hou(€$. 
khe,  number  of  its  inhabitants  are  computed  to  be  above 
forty  thoufand  |  and  they  carry  on  large  manufadures«  chiefly 
of  filk  fiufK.  Lucca  has  a  bifliop,  who  enjoys  Jeveral  extra- 
ordinary priviligcs ;  and  its  cathedral  is  Gothic. 

TXISCANT  was  formerly  famous  for  its  twelve  cities ;    the  Thettvtlvi 
anciept  names  of  which  were  Veii^  Foijinii^  dufium^  Peru/la^  cities  of 
Crotonaj  Arctium^  Falerii^  f^olattrra^  VetuIonU^  Ruffilla^  Tar-  ancient 
quiniiy  and  Grr^  **.     The  modern  names  are  Bolfena^  Chiufi^  Tufcany, 
Perugia^  Cortona^  Jnxzo^  Civiia  CaftcUanay  Volterra^  Cerve* 
teri.    The  ancient  Vtii  is  thought  to  be  the  modern  Scrofana^ 
lying  within  twelves  miles  of  Rom£.    Vetulo  lay  near  Piofnbino^ 
and  the  place  on  which  it  flood  is  now  called  Bagni  di  Rofelle\ 
and  the  Tarquinii  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  modern  Cornetto ;  bujt 
of  the  three  laft  peaces  no  veftiges  remain. 

Several  of  thofc  towns  maintained  their  liberties  and 
inde^it^dtncy  for  a  long  time  after  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Great,  a  id  ftill  make  a  figure  in  hiftory.  The  territory 
of  Perugia  contains  the  lake  of  Throfymene  (now  called  the 
lake  o{  Perugia)  famous  in  ancient  hiflory  for  the  defeat  of  the 
Romans  by  Hannibal  near  its  borders.  Perugia  at  prefent 
contains  three  churches,  which  are  worth  feeing,  three  col- 
leges, an  univerfity  founded  almofl  five  hundred  years  ago, 
and  two  academies  for  the  fine  arts.  Several  people  of  qua- 
licy  rcfide  in-  Perugia  ;  and  its  ancient  territory,  before  it  fell 
under  thedominion  of  the  church,  was  not  inconfiderable. 

CORTONJj  or  as  fomc  call  it  Crotona,  lies  in  the  teiri- 
'  rilory  of  Florence ;  and,  though  formerly  of  great  importance 
to  that  people,  who  deprived  it  of  its  independency,  though 
not  of  all  its  privileges,  is  now  remarkable  for  little  elfe  than 
being  the  feat  of  a  biOiop  Immediately  fubjedl  to  the  pope, 
and  for  the  literary  meetings  of  its  inhabitants,  which  are 
called  no^es  Corytanc/r^  or,  Corfonean  entertainments. 

^  Clvvek.  Introd.  ad  Geograpb.  pag.  137. 
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^REZTiO  now  belongs  to  Florence^  and  b  frequantly 
rnentipncd  in  the  following  hiflory  for  the  noble  ftniggle  its 
inhabitants  made  in  defence  of  their  liberties,  and  for  their 
generous  attachment  te  the  Florentines^  as  long  a9  the  terms 
on  which  they  fubmitted  to  that  flate  were  obferved.  It  is 
Itlccwife  a  bimop's  fee,  and  is  fituated  on  a  declivity,  fur- 
rounded  by  a  lovely  fertile  valley :  but  both  its  churches  and 
houfes  ar?  now  gone  to  decay,  though  it  ftiU  preferves  fomc 
remains  of  ancient  grandeur. 

CIVITA  CASlELLANAy  the  capital  of  the  ancient 
Falifciy  is  now  a  fmall  mean  looking  town,  in  St.  Peter\ 
patrimony,  iituated  on  a  high  fteep  rocic  near  the  cotir 
^uence  of  the  rivers  Triglia  and  Tevere.  It  contains  many 
marks  of  antiquity.  Its  bifliopric  is  joined  to  that  of  Orta^ 
and  a  ftupendous  bridge  is  built  from  the  city  tp  ^n  oppq- 
flic  mountain, 

VOLTERRA  Jies  ih  thq  territory  of  Ftfa^  and  though 
ftanding  on  a  mountain  its  ^ir  is  unwholefome.  It  is  faid 
to  contain  twenty -five  churches,  chapel^,  and  oratories,  anc| 
about  twenty  convents  and  religious  fraternities,  and  yet 
upon  the  whole  it  is  a  poof  defert  looking  place,  ft  is  tike* 
wife  a  bilhopric,  and  contains  copper  mines,  which  are  not 
worked. 

CERVETERI  likcwife  lies  in  St.  Peter's  patrimony,  am) 
is  a  place  nowfo  ii)Coniiderable,  that  it  is  foarcely  mentionecl 
in  the  maps.  Some  authors  are  of  opinion  that  Orta  wa? 
one  of  the  ancient  Tufcan  cities,  and  Uis^t  it  ought  to  ftand 
in  the  room  of  Veii. 


The 


Digitized 


by  Google 


( 9 ; 


The  HISTORY  pf  FLORENCE. 

S  E  C  T.    II. 

Containing  the  Hijiory  of  Florence  at  the  time  of  the 
Decadence  of  the  Roman  Empire  \  the- Char  after  ^f 
the  Florentines,  and  the  other  Tufcan  States ;  and. 
the  Revolutions  of  the  FIoreDtinc  Government  to  the 

TH  E  Etrurians^  or  Tufcanu  of  whofc  country  Florence  Qh/erva-' 
is  now  the  capital,  were  the  parents  of  the  Roman  re-  iio„, 
ligion,  learning,  and  policy  \  and  that  city,  with  its  territory, 
.ever  fince  the  revival  of  literature  in  Europe^  has  been  fb  dif- 
tinguifhed  in  arts,  in  fciences,  and  at  certain  periods  in  arms, 
fh^t  old  Rome  canhot  be  faid  to  have  owed  more  to  the  Etru- 
rians,  than  modern  Europe  does  to  the  Florentines. 

The  ancient  hiftory  of  Florence  is  blended  with  that  of 
Rcme^  nor  know  we  of  any  author  who  has  treated  of  it 
'feparaiely.    We  flxall  therefore  commence  this  hiftory  from 
the  year  408,  yn\itn  xht  Florentines  inftituted  a  feftival-day  in /•^/.v^/ 
commemotation  of  the  great  overthrow  given  by  Siilicho^  the  infiituiei 
general  of  the  emperor  Homriuu^  to  the  Goth%  in  the  Fefulane  at  Flo- 
mountatns  near  Fhrence^  and  which  delivered  that  city  from  rencc. 
jhofe  barbarian?.     The  barbarians,  however,  again  gathering 
head,   about  the  year  414,    Florence  and  its  territory  were 
again  depopulated,  and  for  fome  years  after  the  Florentines 
bore  their  (hare  in  that  general  devaftation  which  overfpread 
all  Italy ;  nor  is  the  reader,  in  fuch  indifcriminate  fcenes  of 
jrujn,  to  expe£l  any  particular  hiftory  of  this  country.    All  we 
know  is,  that  Jlaricy  the  Gothic  king  or  general,  led  a  frefb  FirJJ  ir- 
body  of  thofc  barbarians  into  Italy^  and   the  emperor  Hono-  rttftion  of 
rius  gave  his  confent  that  rheyftiouhl  pafs  in  a  friendly  man-  tl^eGoth 
nor  to  the  confines  of  GauL     The  barbarians  appear  to  have  t>*toT}xf 
been  Chriftians  j  for  the  imperial  generals  treacheroufly  took  ^^^Y* 
advantage  of  their  high  veneration  for  Eajler- Sunday  to  attack 
them  on  that  day,  which  the  Goths  thought  ought  to  be  facred 
from  blood,  and  fuffered  themfAves  at  firft  to  be  cut  in  pieces, 
rather  than  fight.     At  lafl^  roufed  by  the  impiety  of  the  Im- 
perialifts,  they  fell  upon  them  with  fuch  fpry,  that  they  gained 
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a  complete  viSory ;  and,  inftead  of  continuing  their  marcfi 
towards  Gaul^  they  took  poflefEon  of  Tufcanj.    Stilicho  was 
fent  againfl  them  ;  bat,  having  himfelf  an  eye  to  the  empire, 
be  protracted  the  war,  without  driving  the  barbarians  from 
their  new  habitatiofis.    That  great  general , being  talccn  oflF» 
through  the  jcabufy  of  Honoriust  the  Coths  fpread  themfelves' 
all  over  liafy^  and  plundered  Rome  itfslf.    Upon  the  death  of 
Sacc'JJfon    Alaric^  they  chofc  JthaulphuSy  his  kinfman,  for  their  leader  ; 
9fihebar  and  having  again  plundered  Rome^  and  ravaged  Tufcany^  they 
iariatt       broke  intoGflz//.   Athaulphus  then  married  Piacidta,  thedaugh- 
i^n^s.        ter  of  the  eoiperor  Tfjeociofius^  and  fifter  of  Arcadius  and  Ho- 
norius^  whom  the  Goths  in  their  firft  irruption  into  Rome  had 
led  away  captive.     On  the  death  of  Athaulphus^  (he  was  mar- 
ried to  ConJhntiuSj  by  whom  (he  had  Valentinian^  who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  Roman  empire  after  the  death  of  the  emperor 
Honoriuf, 
Irrufi'un        The  Jiext  irruption  of  the  barbarians  into  Italy  was  mo^e 
of  the        dreadful  than  all   the  preceding  ones.     They  were  com- 
Hunns  w/r-  manded  by  the  two  brothers  Attila  and  Bleda ;  but  the  former 
/^Aitila;  bayjng  fl^in  the  latter,  he  became  a  great  and  powerful  mcj- 
-A.  D.    narch,     l^hat  fpecies  of  barbarians  he  headed  were  called" 
447*      Hunns,     Their  original    habitations   were  near    the  Palus 
Moeotis ;  and  their  devaftaiions  were  fo  inhuman  and  rapid, 
thai  Tlmdoric^  king  of  the  Goths  in  Italy^  joined  his  forces 
with  /Etiusy  the  emperor  Valentinian*s  general.     A  battle'  fuc- 
ceeded,  in  which  one  hundced  and  fixty  tboufand  men  on 
both  fides  are  faid  to  have  been  killed ;  amongft  whom  was 
Theodoricy  whofe  death -fo  greatly  difpiri  ted  his  fuhjeds,  that 
though  Attila  loft  the  victory,  he  ftill  maintained  his  footing 
txjho^  after  in  Italy.     Having  recruited  his  army  from  Panmnia^  he  laid 
heing  de-    (iege  to  Aquileh^  and,  after  befieging  it  for  three  years,  he 
feaied^       took  and  levelled  it  to  the  ground.     He  then  made  himfelf 
^'fi'Sf^ ,      mafter  of  Ficenza^  Verona^  Milan,  and  a  great  number  of 
^l"i     '  other  cities ;  but  was  diverted  by  heo^  bi(hop  of  RomCy  from 
T[      .  .     attacking  that  capital.     Upon  the  death  of  Attila^  the  VondaU 
WsVrl    broke  into  Italy  ^  and  renewed  all  the  ravages  of  the  Goths  and 
grefi,*"  *    the  Hunns^  under   their  leader  Genferic,      Odoactr  was  the 
irruttim    fourth  barbarian  piincc  who  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Italy  and 
ofiheVsLn-  of  R^me^  and  is  faid  to  have  been  king  of  the  Turalingi  and 
dais,  and  the  Hiruli.     The  feat  of  the  Roman  empire  was  now  at  Con- 
ff  thelit'Jlantifiople  I  and  the  emperor  Zeno  engaged  Tbeodoricy  king  of 
nili.  the  Goths  in  Italy ^  to  march  againft  Odoacer^  whom  he  de- 

feated and  killed  at  Ravenna^  and  thereby  Theodork  became 
king  oi  Italy y  which  now  fuffired  more  than  ever  by  the  fury 
of  the  barbarians  *.     The  chief  fcenes  of  their  ravages  being 

*  Lepna'rdi  Aretini  Hift.  Flor.  p.  15. 
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akmt  Fhrence  and  in  Tuftany^  whofe  particular  hMbry  is  {waU 
lowed  up  in  that  of  their  barbartfm  y  fo  that  we  know  little 
€»f  it  till  the  lime  of  ^e  Longobards  under  their  king  JIboine, 
TUs  pnnce  made  htmfeU  mailer  of  Tufcanyy  and  almoft  all 
/te^.  Having  killed  Cunimundy  king  of  ihc  Gepida^  another 
of  thofe  barbarous  nations  that  then  ravaged  all  the  continent 
of  Europiy  m  (ingle  combat,  he  married  Rofemundy  Cuni- 
jMouTs  beauti&l  daughter,  and  made  a  drinking  cup  of  her 
father's  fi:ull,  out  of  which  he  forced  his  queen  to  drink. 
The  queen  dtilembled  her  indignation ;  but  applied  for  re- 
venge to  two  officers.  One  of  them  had  been  ailronted  by 
the.king,  and  (he  knew  the  other  to  be  deeply  in  love  with 
berfelf;  and  admitting  them  into  the  royal  bed-chamber,  (hey  Death  of 
murdered  Alboine^  and  ibe  made  her  efcape  to  Ravenna.  Alboine. 

A  KIND  of  an  anarchy  fucceeded  amongft  the  barbarians 
in  Italy  for  about  (en  years.     Each  head  of  a  clan,  or  family, 
Seized  the  city  or  principality  that  was  mofl  convenient  for 
him  ;  nor  does  it  appear,  in  hiflory,  to  what  particular  barba- 
rian the  government  of  Tujeany  fell  during  that  time*     It  is' 
however  certain,    that  the  Longobards^   or  Lombards^   were 
mafters  of  haly^  Rmit  and  its  territory  excepted,  for  two  hun- 
dred and  four  years,  till  they  were  difplaced  by  QharUs  the  The  bar- 
Great,  who  is  fa  id 'to  have  reftored  Fkremty  zxATufcany  in  iarioMj 
gfoend,  to  a  refpedtable  condition,  after  they  had  fufkr^d  conquired 
more  than  any  country  in  Ita/y  from  the  fury  of  the  bar-  by  Charles 
barians.    Some  writers  have  been  of  opinion,  that,  during  the  '^^  Great. 
reign  of  barbarifm  in  Jtafy^  Florence  was  iniirely  levelled  to 
the  eround,  and  deferred  by  its  inhabitants. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  take  for  granted  all  the  'nve^Jiives^^^^^/ 
publifhed  againfi  jrhofe  northern  mafiers  ofltaly^  who  perhaps,  y.^^,,,^^ 
in  fa£t,  were  lefs  barbarous  than  the  Italians  themfelves ;  at 
leaft,  they  were  much  lefs  fo  thanC&zr//j  the  Great,  whocon- 
.  quered  ^hem.  The  remains  of  antiquity,  (lill  extant  at  Florence^ 
prove  that  it  never  was  utcerly  demolifhed ;  nor  is  there  any 
likelihood  of  its  being  new-peopled.  The  legiflation  of  the 
barbarians,  as  they  are  called,  (the  Longobards  in  particular) 
was  the  wifeft  and  the  moil  civilized  of  any  other  people, 
and  tended  rather  to  population  than  devaftation.  The  ra- 
vages they  were  obliged  to  commit,  proceeded  not  fo  much 
from  their  own  difpofitions  as  from  the  treachery,  the  folly, 
and  ingratitude  of  the  imperial  court  and  officers.  Though 
brave  and  warlike  in  the  field,  they  knew  little  of  the  art  of 
belieging ;  and  the  nobility  and  chief  land-holders  of  Tufcany 
foon  Jeari^d  to  immure  themfelves,  their  families,  and  at- 
lendants  in  caftles  and  fortifications,  by  whicti  they  were 
'  poqciQiQnly  fafe  during  the  ravages  of  war.  The  natural  fer- 
tility 
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tility  of  the  countiy  Tufficed  for  their  fHbriftence,  while  tfa; 
barbarians  were  generally  at  war  amongft  themfelves.    No 
fooner,  however,  did  thofe  ravages  ceafe  than  the  anrient  itN 
habitants  r^umed  their  former  habitations;  and  it  H  more 
than  probable,  that  alt  thatCA^//i  did  for  Florence  nnATufimtf^ 
Wa&  his  giving  their  former  inhabitants  a  farther  fecurity,  bjr 
repairing  the  fortifications  of  their  cities. 
Jnftitutions     About  the  year  773,  Charles^  or,  as  he  is  called,  Charb^ 
o/Charle^magne,  having  been  crowrcd  and  confirmed  king  of /ifl/|r  by 
the  Great   the  pope,  the  governments  of  the  feveral  flates  there  began 
##  Italy,     to  recover  fame  degree  of  confiftency.    The  origiiul  families 
of  Itafyy  and  the  defendants  of  the  various  clans  of  barba- 
rians who  had  inhabited  it,  were  now  blended  into  one  com- 
'■    mon  mafs ;  and  the  foedal  laves,  which  wert  o(GethU  original, 
and  then  prevailed  all  over  Jtaly^  gave  the  leading  men  or 
magiftrates  of  each  flate  a  degree  of  authority  very  little  fub- 
ordinate  to  that  of  fuprcrfie. '  All  that  CharUt  required  were 
certain  tributes,  or  what  we  call  nddendos^  as  marks  of  his 
fovereignty ;  and  he  left  them,  in  other  refpe^,  to  make  the 
bed  of  their  fttuation  and  natural  powers.     Of  tliofe  ftates, 
the  moft  eminent  were  Pifa^  Florence^  Perugia ^  and  SieKna^ 
aiid  each '  had  a  feparate  manner  of  cultivating  its  tntereft. 
^haroBer  The  Pifans  applied  themfelves  to  maritime  affairs,  being  the 
.  5/^/*^ Flo*  only  maritime  k:\\}j  \T\Tufcany  that  was  left  ftanding.     The 
^rcntincs,    Perugians  turned  themfelves  to  agriculture,  to  which  they 
and  the      were  encouraged  by  the  fertility  of  their  foil.     The  Sunniji 
Bther TuC"  jjgj  g  rj^j^  nobility,  which  maintained  them  in  affluence:  but 
anJiMej.  j|jg  Florentines  were  difl-inguiihed  over  all  the  other  inhabt- 
tants  ofTufiany  by  induftry,  their  knowledge  of  the  civil  arts^ 
and  their  uncommon  ftrength  of  genies.      For  fome  time 
thofe  dates  lived  in  great  harmony  with  each  other;  but  that 
was  foon  interrupted  by  the  difputes  between  the  popes  of 
^  Rome  and  the  emperors  of  Germany.     The  empire,  which 

was  originally  founded  in  Germany  by  Charles  the  Great,  for 
the  protection  of  the  Raman  pontificate,  had  almoft  proved  its 
ruin ;  •  and  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  which  daily  gained 
ground  after  the  eftablifhment  of  that  empire,  both  in  lialy 
and  elfewhere,  did  not  leave  an  option  for  any  ftate  to  be 
neutral,  farther  than  as  its  intefline  divifions  prevented 
its  being  of  much  fcrvice  to  either  party*  Such  was  the  eon* 
dition  of  Tu/cany,  which,  in  this  quarrel,  fufFered  perhaps  m^re 
than  (he  had  done  from  the  bartntrians.  The  emperor,  P^e- 
Tyranny  of  cleric  II.  of  Germany^  put  to  death,  by  various  tortures,  many 
the  empe-  of  the  Tufcan  nobility,  who  had  taken  part  wiA  ihc  fee  of 
ror  Vft^t'  Rome  \  and  they,  in  rcturn^tad  their  revenge  upon  hispany. 
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FREDERIC  however  prcvaacd,  and  at  laft  brought  the  'who/u^ 
FUrentines  into  a  ftate  of  fubjedioi),  by  ban ifhiag^  that  pzitjeas  the 
of  the  nobiJity  wbicb  oppofed  hiin.    It  is  from  his  deaih  that,  Floren* 
property  fpcaking,  the  hiitory  of  Ficrewi  ought  to  comiBencc.  tines. 
The  rerocmbrancc  of  his  tyranny  ilifpired  the  Florentims  with 
fucb  an  averiion   to  monarchical   government,    that  from 
theojceforth  Flerena  becaoie  a  republic.     Th^  peoj)le  took  They  erea 
the  diredton  of  affairs  upoa  theinf<^lves }  and  the  wifdom,  #^/^<W 
fpirit,  and  fleadbeiis  with  which  they  proceeded  wpon  their  i^o  an  iit^ 
new  model  are  ahnoft  incredible  ^    They  firft  recalled*  and  ^/««^^w^ 
reinftated  in  their*  former  conditions,  the  nobility  that  Frede-fi^^* 
ric  had  banilbed,  and  thereby  more  than  balanced  the  intereft 
of  their  antagonifls.    They  next  made  choice  of  twelve  ma« 
gtftratesy  who^  on  account  of  their  pr€-emi0ei)ce,  were  calkd 
Afitiam'.    They  divided  their  city  into  fix  wsird^t  frpm  which 
were  to  be  ele^ed  their  magiftrates  and  all  their  public  of- 
ficers.   They  inftituted  a  militia  out  of  tbofe  wards,  properly 
regimented,  which  militia  was  to  oppofe  any  fadious  attempts 
of  their  nobles  at  home,  and  torqpel  all  attacks  from  abroad. 
Fbrtaci  ik>w  rofe  to  be  an  independent  gpvernment,  and  every 
one  of  its  magiflrates  was  a  patriot.    Their  firA  war  was 
with  the  Plftoians%  who  thpugh  they  had  been  reduced,  like 
the  Fhrentints^  to  a  ftate  of  fl^ery  by  Fnderk  II,  yet  dill 
continued  their  attachment  to  the  Gernum  emperors.    Thi9 
ratfed  thp  jealouiy  of  the  Fbrentines^  who  looked  upon  the* 
Piftntm  as  the  enemies  of  their  liber^^  fo  high,  that,  not-  Tbw'v^ar 
withitanding,  all  the  oppofidon  the  imperial  fa&ion  made,  ^^Vi^  th€ 
they  invaded  the  territory  of  the  Pift^ms^  and  defeating  their  Piiloians, 
army,  drove  it  withiit  the  walls  of  their  dty.  The  Fbnntmes^  ^vbom  thg 
returning  viSorious  to  their  capital,  chafed  from  thence  all  4JticM^* 
romams  of  die  imperial  faSton  who  had  refufed  jto  ferve  in 
the  Pt/hiim  vfzr.    Thofe  exiles  fled  to  Sigfttia  mdPsfay  and 
excited .  the  magiftrates.  of-  thofe  cities  to  a  war  with  the  Flof 
ruttifuSf  who  foon  after  refiored  the  party  who  bad  been 
exiled  from  ^/Z2^,  another  city  of  7i^i7J9f,  for.  their  oppofi- 
tion  to  Frederic.    After  this  they  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  four  other  ftates,  fome  of.  whofe  names  are  little  known, 
at  this  time,  Lucca^  MiaUnentiaj  UrUnoy  and  Alfium^  now 
PaU.    The:  confequenCes  of  this  confederacy  were,  that. the 
Slarenthus^  in  the  fame  year,  brought  two  armies  into  the 
fidd  ;  the  iifft.againft  the  M^/jr,  whom  they  defeated  ;  and' 
the  other  againft  Mantaria^  which,  laft  city  they  took  in  a 
winter  campaign,  and  levelled  to  the  ground.     That  fame 
year  they  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  Genoefe  againft  the. 
Pifans. 

^  LfioNAUDi  Aretini,  Ilift.  Plor.  p.  19. 
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Hbeirfar-  N^XT  year  they  wafted  the  lands  of  their  enemies  aboflt 
tber/uc'  Pavia^  and  tjook  the  place  by  the  help  of  warlike  cngincsv 
€ejfes.  While  the  Florentines  were  bcfieging  Pavia^  their  allies  of 
Liuca  were  defeated  by  the  Pifans^  who  were  retorning  home 
with  a  vaft  number  of  captives.  When  the  Fhrentihes  heard 
of  the  defeat  of  the  Lucquefe^  they  inftantly  fefo^ved  to  refcue 
their  confederates  <^;  and  a  ftrong  detachment  from  their  army 
was  fent  for  that  purpofe,  which  overtook  the  Pifans  near  the 
river  Hera.  A  bloody  battle  enfued,  in  which  the  fhrentinef 
were  viSorious,  and  filled  with  Pifans  the  fettera  in  which 
the  Lucquefe  had  been  dragged  before.  After  this,  the  FU^ 
rentine  noblemen,  who  had  been  exiled,  chofe  Guido  Novella 
for  their  head,  and  marched  againft  Florence  z%  far  ^iFigbini* 
Being  oppofed  by  the  Florentines^  the  nobles  made  themfelve» 
inafters  of  Figbini^  which  the  Florentines  befieged.  A  treaty 
was  then  propofed  and  concluded,  by  which  the  nobles  were 
re-'admitteid  to  the  city ;  but  Fighini  was  demoltibed,  and  it» 
inhabitants  were  incorporated  with  the  citizens  of  Florence^ 
Tbr^defeai  This  expedition  being  thus  glorioufly  finifhed  by  the  Fl^ 
4bt  Si^n-  rentinesj  before  they  returned  home  they  marched  to  the  deli-» 
ncfe,  verance  of  their  confederates  the  Palonefty  who  were  then  re- 
duced to  great  diftrefs  hy  xhi  Siennefe^^  who  wae  defeated  in  a 
bloody  battle  by  the  Florentines.  So  many  great  fuccedes  m 
one  campaign,  gave  vaft  fpirit  to  the  citizens  of  Florence  \  and 
next  year  they  obliged  the  Pijioians  to  fue  for  peace,  and  \o 
enter  into  an  ofFennve  and  defenfive  alliance  againft  all  the 
enemies  of  Florence^  and  likewife  to  recal  to  their  city  all  wba 
had  been  exiled  from  it  on  account  of  their  averfion  to  the 
Germantm^TW.  Nextvear  the  Florentines  undertook  an  ion 
portant  expedititJn  againft  the  SUnnefe^  who  were  obliged  (a 
fue  for  peace,  which  was  granted  them  on  condition  of  their 
never  again  entering  into  war  with  Alfiwn^  and  of  their  nether 
iheltering  or  fevouring  the  enemies  of  Florence.  The  Florem' 
tinesj  after  that,  marched  againft  Bonetium^  which,  they  tn« 
ilantly  reduced.  They  then  marched  againft  Folterra,  Their 
qUarrel  with  iht  Voberrans  was  on  account  of  their  taking 
part  with  the  Pifans^  and  the  other  enemies  of  Florence.  The 
art  of  war  was  then  very  imperfedi  in  Italj ;  and  the  Floren^ 
tines,  in  a  kind  of  bravado,  advanced  their  ftandards  to  the 
foot  of  the  lofty  eminence  on  vrhich  Foliirra  is  fituated  ;■  upon 
which  the  Volterram  made  a  tumultuous  fally,  without  any 
head  to  condud  them.  At  firft  they  were  vidorious ;  but. 
emd  take  the  Florentines  recovering  from  their  confiernation>  drove  theif 
yoitcrra.  encnaies  back  into  their  city,  which  they  entered  along  witb. 

<  Lbonardi  Akbtini,  Hill.  Flor.  p.  29. 
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the  fugitives.  All  fighting  wa$  then  ar  an  end  :  the  women 
and  c\crgy  threw  thcmftlves  at  the  feet  of  the  conquerors, 
who  generoufly  ftopt  all  hoflilUies,  and  contented  themfelves 
with  obliging  fome  of  the  tadiious  noblemen  to  leave  the  city, 
whofe  government  from  thence  became  republican.  1  his 
expedition  was  begun  and  finiflicd  in  a  few  days.  The  Fio^ 
rtntirn  army  then  marched  again  ft  the  Pifans^  who  were  fa 
terrified  by  its  fucceffes,  that  they  (hut  thcmrelves  up  in  their 
capital,  and  fent  ambafiadors  to  negotiate  a  peace,  which  they 
obtained,  but  upon  hard  terms,  and  they  were  obliged  to  give 
boftages  for  the  performance.  The  Florentines  then  returne4 
triumphantly  home  5  and  the  fame  year,  which  they  called 
the  year  of  vicSlories,  they  erc£led  in  their  city  a  magnificenc 
town  houfe,  and  other  noble  edifices,  for  the  adminiitration 
of  public  juftice,  which  till  then  bad  been  confined  t«  the 
houfes  of  their  feveral  magiftrates. 

Next  year,  at  the  rcqueft  of  the  people  of  Vrbino^  the  GoodfaUh 
Florentines  fent  a  body  of  five  hundred  horfe  to  their  afliftarice.  of  the  Flo- 
Thefe,  in  their  march,  halted  at  ^r«5«^,  where  the  Gi'V/w^j ''^"""^ '* 
or  imperial  fadioo,  poffeffed  the  government ;  but  no  fooner  thiirwars. 
did  the  Florentine  horfe  arrive  there  than  the  Guelphsy  or  the 
papal  faction,  which  the  Florentines  favoured,  ran  to  arm$, 
and  drove  the  Gibelins  out  of  the  city.     The  news  of  this 
coming  to  Florence^  the  government  there  thought  that  their 
general  Guido^  furnamed  Guerra^  or  the  Warlike,  had  ex- 
ceeded his  commiifion,  by  committing  hoftilities  in  a  city  with 
which  they  were  at  peace ;  and  they  immediately  fent  an  army, 
I  which  obliged  the  Guelph  faAion  at  Jrezzo  to  re-admit  the 
expelled  Gibelins.     This  delicacy  of  the  Florentines  in  ob- 
fervine  good  faith,  effeAed  a  reconciliation  between  them  and Tnvrew/Vi 
ihc  Arezzians^  who  put  themfelves  under  the  protedion  of  Arczzo. 
Florence ;  and  a  truce  was  concluded  between  the  two  people 
for  five  years,  during  three  of  which  the  Arexzians  obliged 
themfelves  to  chufe  a  Florentine  for  their  chief  magiftrate, 
who  always  was  a  foreigner.     The  fame  year  the  FUrentirusUagut 
made  a  league  with  the  Siennefe^  by  which  it  was  agreed,  that  <iv/V^  Sien* 
neither  people  (bould  harbour  the  rebels  of  the  other ;  but  be  na. 
obliged  to  expel  them,  upon  requifition :  and  thus  the  affairs 
of  the  Florentines  feemed  to  be  in  a  tranquil  fituation  '. 

They  did  not,  however,   long  continue  fo.     The  tm-Hiftoryof 

C:ror  Frederic  left  two  fons,  Conrade  and  Manfred -y  the  firftConrade 
gitimate,  the  latter  illegitimate.     Ti\xl  Manfredy  notwith-««^Man* 
fiandiog  the  difadvantage  of  his  birth>  poflefled  fo  many  m-^^^^* 
tural  endowments,  that  his  father  at  his  death  left  him  the 
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principality  of  Tannto^  about  the  year  1253 ;  While  kis  leg}-* 
,    timate  brother  Conrade^  having  been  crowned  king  of  the  i&- 
tnans^  aiTumed  the  imperial  dignity,  and  marched  from  Cr/r- 
many  to  take  pofieffion  ef  his  Italian  dominions.    By  the  papat 
intrigues  and  power.  Innocent  IV.  then  being  pope,  be  was 
kept  out  of  the  pofTeifion  of  Naples  and  Cdipua ;  and  while  he 
Death  of  was  endeavouring  to  reduce  them  to  his  obedience  he  died, 
Cofuade.  as  is  faid,  by  poUbn  adminifiered  to  him  by  filanfredy  on  the 
twenty-fecond  of  May,  1254,  leaving  only  one  (on,  called 
ConraMny  who  was  then  in  Germany^  under  the  tuition  of  hit 
mother  Elizabeth  of  Bavaria.     While  Conrade  was  on  his 
death-bed,  he  had  coramiued  the  care  of  hjs  Ton  and  his  con- 
cerns into  the  hands  of  hb  wife  and  her  relations.     Manfred^ 
who  was  a  very" ambitious  prince,  refenting  this,  firuck  ia 
with  the  Holy  See ;  and,  ftripping  young  Conradin\  guardians 
of  all  their  authority  in  Italy^  he  ufurped  the  kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Sicily ;  but  pretended  he  held  them  only  till  young 
Conradin  fhould   be  of  age^      Soon  after  this,   Manfred 
having  gained  his  ends,  broke  with  pope  Innocent^  who  died 
.    '        not  long  after,  and  was  dicceeded  by  JlexanderlV .  in  the  year 
1255.    Both  parties  prepared  for  war,  and  both  werepower«* 
fully  fupported ;    but  cardinal  O^favian^   the  papal  general, 
1>eing  of  the  houfe  of  Ubaldi,  was  thought  to  have  favoured 
Man/red  fo  much,  that  the  pope  inticely  loft  the  kingdom  of 
"     Naples. 
fie  Pifans     This  fuccefs  of  the  Gibelins  fo  greatly  elevated  the  Pifan$^ 
hreak  their  thzt  they  broke  their  lately  contrai^ed  league  with  dbe />#• 
league        rentines^  and,  invading  their  territories,  they  committed  vail 
with  the    devaftations.     Upon  this  the  Florentines  and  the  Lsuquefi 
joined  their  forces,    and  gave   the  Pifans    a  total  defeat 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Arno ;  no  fewer  than  three  tboufand 
Pifans  being  made  prifoners.    The  confequence  of  the  viSo- 
ry  was,  that  the  vidors  marched  to  the  very  ^tes  of  Pifa^ 
and  forcing  the  Pifans  into  a  Ihameful  peace,  obliged  them  to 
deliver  up  the  town  of  Matrma^  with  a  laree  compaia  of  the 
fea-coaft  ^  to  give  the  Florentines  the  free£>m  of  their  city  1 
and  to  make  ufe  of  Florentine  weights  and  meafuret.    Not- 
Manfred   withftanding  thofe  fuccefles,   Manfred  daily   gained    fucb 
ground,  that  the  Florentines  thought  proper,  all  of  a  fudden, 
to  make  themfelves  mailers  of  Boneti-^  and  partly  to  difinantte 
jt ;  while  the  people  ofArezzo  did  the  fame  by  Cortona. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  nobility  of  the  Giielin  faAioo^ 
within  Florence  J  took  advantage  of  the  abfence  of  their  tnny^ 
and  began  to  enter  into  cabals  for  refloring  themielves  to  all 
their  former  power.  The  Florentine  magiftrates  in  vain  ad- 
moniihcd  them  both  of  their  duty  and  their  danger  ^  for  the 
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Malcontents  dtfclaimed  their  authority,  and  kept  themfelves 
fliut  up  in  their  houfes.     The  family  of  the  tJberti  were,  at  FaAions 
thiii  time,  at  the  head  of  the  Florentine  Gibe/ins ;  and  the  c/  the 
Tpeople,  or  rather  the  republican  party,  refcnted  their  contu-  Gaelphs 
macy  fo  much,  that  they  ran  to  arms,  broke  into  thepalace^Gibt* 
of  the  Vbertiy  and,  after  killing  fomc,  forced  all  the  Gibelim  hns  in 
to  take  refuge  in  ^ienna^  where  they  found  (helten     This  was  ^^X- 
a  dire<a  violation  of  the  league  between  the  Florentines  and 
the  Siennefe^  which  had  been  concluded  three  years  before ; 
and  the  Florentines  fent  two  eminent  lawyers,  Jlbicio  Trinci- 
vello  and  Gtaconw  Gerardi^  to  complain  of  their  breach  of 
faith.    The  Florentine  GibelinSy  however,  had  made  fo  ftrong 
a  party  in  Sienna^  znd  the  dread  kA  ManfredT^  power  was 
there  fo  great,  that  the  ambailadors  could  obtain  no  fatisfac- 
tioD.      Uppn  which   the  Florentines  declared  war  againft 
tbem. 

The  Florentine  exiles,  dreading  the  confequcnce  of  thb  The  JPlo* 
declaration,  fent  a  nobleman  of  tneUberti  family,  one  Fari-  rentines 
nata,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  confideration,  to  implore  if^Urt 
Manfred's   prote£iion  and  affiftance.      Thofe  amb'afladors,  ManfrcdV 
being  admitted  into  that  prince's  prefence,  made  him  a  mod  protedioiu 
pathetic  fpeecb,  which  Manfred  feemed  to  attend  to ;  but  all 
they  could  obtain  was  a  Angle  fquadron  of  German  horfe^ 
whom  they  were  to  carry  with  them  to  Sienna.    His  coldnefs^ 
at  a  juniSure  (b  prominng  to  his  intereft,  is  imputed  to  his  - 
apprehenfion  that  the  Sienriefe  and  the  Florentine  exiles  were 
\tb  m  his  intereft  than  in  that  of  his  nephew  Conradln.    The 
aiSftance  he  propofed  was  fo  little  proportioned  to  the  exi- 

5ency,  that  the  deputies  at  iirft  were  for  declining  it ;  but 
^arinata  was  of  a  contrary  opinion  :  **  Let  Manfred^  faid  he,  Magnaid^ 
give  us  the  fquadron,  and  we  (hall  foon  manage  matters  fo,  mity  of 
that,  if  he  has  within  htm  one  fpark  of  royalty,  he  will  fend  their  ge* 

Sreater  reinforcements."      This  magnanimity  brought   tbe«'?''^» 
eputies  over  to  Farinata^s  fentiments.     They  waited  upon 
Manfred,  and,  with  great  expreflions  of  joy  in  their  counte- 
nances, they  gave  him  thanks,  and  accepted  of  the  proffered 
aid. 

While  this  deputation  was  in  dependence,  the  Florentinei  J  heir  <waf 
bad  adually  entered  the  territories  of  Sienna ^  and  over- ran  'with 
the  whole  country  to  the  very  gates  of  that  capital,  which  Sieona« 
they  blocked  up. '    The  deputies,  returning  with  their  G^r- 
man  fquadron,  refolved  at  once  to  attack  the  FlorerAtne  army  ; 
but  the  attempt  carried  with  it  fo  defperate  an  appearance, 
that  they  thought  proper  to  prepare  the  Germans  by  plying 
them  with  liquor  for  the  whole  night  before  the  intended  at- 
tack, which  was  made  with  fo  much  fury  nc^t  niorning,  that 
Mod.  Hist,  Vpt,  XXXVL       C  th« 
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the  Florentines  wue  thrown  into  diforder ;  and  a  total  roiit 
mlift  have  enfued,  had  not  their  commanders  rallied  them» 
and  (hewn  them,  that  the  fmall  handful  of  G^rm^nx  were  un- 
fupponed  by  oth6r  troops.  Upon  this  the  Florentines  took 
courage,  drove  the  Siennefe^  who  had  made  a  fally,  back  to 
their  city,  and,  cutting  in  pieces  every  one  of  the  Germans^ 
they  treated  Manfred's  (landard,  which  they  took,  with  par* 
ticular  ignominy.  It  appears,  however,  that  they  made  no" 
farther  attempt  upon  Sieni^a  \  but  returned  home  in  a  few 
days,  though  the  fummer  was  but  half  gone. 
£ffeSi-  of  As  Farinata  had  forefeen,  the  above  ^  lofs/anddifgrace  cn- 
MantradV  fgged  Alanfred  fo  much,  that,  upon  a  frefli  application  made 
refentment.  j^  i^j^  \^  ^^  Florentine  exiles,  he  ordered  one  of  his  generals, 
"Jordanoy  to  put  himfelf  at  tha  head  of  fifteen  hundred  of  his 
bell  cavalry,  to  march  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Siefinefe  and  the 
Gihelins  of  Florence.  This  feafonable  reinforcement  gave  frefh' 
fpirit  to  that  caufe,  and  a  kind  of  an  univerfal  league  was 
*  formed  to  fupport  it.  For  no  fooner  did  the  Ger/nan  auxilia- 
ries arrive  upon  the  Si/nnefe  territories,  their  time  of  abfence? 
being  limited  only  t#  three  months,  than  the  people  6i  Pifa^ 
and  of  feverai  neighbouring  citie^  declared  for  the  Gihelin 
party,  and  a  general  rendezvous  of  the  confederate  troops  was 
held  at  Sienna ;  from  whence  they  prepared  to  proceed  to  be- 
fiege  Jlcinoy  2l  town  allied  vfhh  Florence^  but  with  all  thtSien* 
nefi  territories  intervening.  This  refblution  being  publiflled,. 
put  the  Florentines  under  great  difficulties,  not  daring  to  carry 
their  troops  to  fuch  a  diftance  from  thtir  city  againft  fo 
powerful  a  confederacy.  Treachery  is  faid  to  have  mingled 
in  their  deliberations.  The  graveft  and  moft  experienced  of 
their  nobility  and  military  officers  were  againft  marching  their 
army  •,  but  their  magiflyat^s  and  common  peopte  being  of 
another  opinion,  the  nobili^  refolved  to  go  in  a  body  to  lay 
their  fenfe  of  the  fituation  of  the  public  before  their  magif* 
trates,  and  they  chofe  Teglari  Adomar  for  their  fpokefman. 
Aretinoy  the  Florentine  hiftorian,  has  recorded  an  excellent 
fpeech  which  Teglari  made  on  this  occafion  againft  their 
marching,  founded  upon  the  fbort  time  the  German  auxiliaries 
were  to  be  in  the  field,  and  upon  the  expediency  of  guarding 
their  own  city,  and  at  the  fame  time  harraffing  the  territories 
of  Sienna  by  incurfions  and  iniroads,  which  would  oblige  them 
Impetuofity  to  remain  at  heme.  All  the  anfwer  he  received  was,  that,  if 
efthe  Flo-  he  ^ag  afraid  to  march,  he  might  have  his  difmiffion :  and,  to 
rcntincs,  py^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^jj  father  debate,  the  magiftrates,  witli  the  ap- 
probation of  the  people,  impofed  a  fine  upon  all  who  fhbuld 
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rf^re  tooppoTe  the  ixuk-ch  of  their  troops.    The  only  difficulty 
Aow  remaioing  was  how  to  guard  againft  the  faction  of  tho 
Gibelinpsuty  in  the*  city,  during  the  abfente  of  the  army; 
but  at  Jaft  it  was  reiblved  to  force  them   to  ferve  in  the 
army.    After  this,  the  Florentine  magiftracy  gave  notice  to 
tbeir  allies  of  Lucca  and  Jr4zzfi  to  be  in  readinefs  to  join  them 
aixMit  four  miles  from  the  city  of  Sienna y  which"  the  Florentines 
flattered  tbemfelves  would  fall  into  their  hands  by  an  infur- 
j<e£lion  of.  the  Guelph  iiihabitants,    who  difapproved  of   the 
war.    Jordano  ^x\d^^  German  auxiliaries  had  not  y^t  left 
Sienna ;  and  ordering  the  gates  to  be  fbut,   he  remained  for 
ibme  time  within  the  city,  which  confirmed  the  Florentines 
in  their  opinion  that  an  initirredion  would  happen.    But  Jor^    . 
dano  having  difpofed  every  thing  for  a  furious  attack,  and  or- 
dering the  gates  to  be  thrown  open,  he  advanced  againft  the 
.  Florentines  at  the  head  of  his  German  cavalry,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Siennefe  and  all  the  Florentine  exiles.     The  Flo* 
rentinai  not  expe£^mg  fuch  an  onfet,  were  put  into  confufion  ^ 
but  their  horfe  behaved  fo  bravely,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the 
battle  was  for  fome  time  doubtful,  till  the  Gibelin  Florentines^ 
whom  they  forced  along  with  them,  declared  for  the  enemy ; 
and  the  Florentine  cavalry,  not  even  knowing  how  to  truft  ohe 
another,  abandoned  the  foot.    It  was  the  cuftom  in  thofe 
days  for  European  armies  (the  fame  prevailed  in  England )  to 
carry  along  with  them  a  chariot,  or  rather  a  ilage,  moft  mag-  » 
nificently  decqrated,  and  jn  the  middle  was  fixed  their  chief 
Aandard,  which  they  coniidered  as   the  palladium  of  their 
ftate.     The  Florentine  foot,  finding  themfelves  abandoned  by  ivho  are 
their  cavalry,  flocked  round  their  ftandard,  embraced  it  with  totally  ie^ 
tears  of  afiedion^  and  performed  miracles  in  its  defence ;  butj^^'<?^  h 
all  was  to  no  cffefi.     The  difciplined  Germans  cut  every  man  '^^  i»icn- 
of  them  to  pieces,  to  the  number  of  three  thoufand,  who  ^^^^* 
fought  round  their  ftandard^  and  made  four  thoufand  prifoners 
in  other  parts  of  ^the  field,  befides  taking  the  camp,  baggage» 
and  equipages  of  the  Florentines. 

It  is  incredible  what  horror,  grief,  defpair,  and  diftra£lion,  Di<viJsons 
Qverfprtzd  Florence  upon   this  news.     It  was  then  that  ihco/thir 
eSe£t  of  popular  rafhneis,  infpired  by  fuccefs,  eminently  ap- jv^^^/A 
pearttd.    The  great  things  the  Florentines  had  done,  were  by  irates. 
the  common  people  and  their  magiftrates,  who  were  chofen 
out  of  the  common  people,  afcribed  to  their  valour  alone ; 
and  they  looked  upon  the  nobility,  who  were,  in  general,  men 
of  a  liberal  education,  and  of  fentiments  far  above  what  were 
common  in  that  age,  as  fo  many  dead  weights  upon  their 
ftate^  and  obftacles  to  tbeir  courage.      They  treated  their 
grave  rcmonfirances  as  fo  many  pleadings  for  cowardice,  and 
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their  ]effi)ns  upon  civil  and  military  condua  as  attainable  bf 
the  meaneft  capacity.  In  proportion  as  their  prefumption  had 
been  great  in  profperity,  their  defpondency  was  defpicable 
under  adverfity  ;  and,  without  confulting  aught  but  their  own 
fearS)  they  abandoned  the  city :  feme  of  them  removing  to 
Luccaj  and  others  to  Bologna^  at  both  which  places  they  were 
mod  hofpitably  received  and  entertained";  and  about  the 
middle  of  O£ioberj  1260,  the  Florentine  exiled  nobility  re- 
entered Fhrence  without  the  leaft  oppoiition.  Their  return 
put  an  end  to  the  popular  government  of  Florence^  which  had 
.-      lafted  for  about  ten  years.  » 

T^fGibc-     From. that  time  the  Florentines  changed  their  mafters  «. 
^^^i^^^^Guido  Novelb^  z  Gibelln  nobleman,  was  put  at  the  head  of 
Ko^ce    ^^^^  ^*^*'»  *"^  Jordano  of  their  military  afiairs.    Public  juf- 
*  tice  was  adminiftered  in  Manfrei^  name.    The  inhabitants 
were  obliged  to  fwear  allegiance  to  him,  and  the  German  fql* 
dicrs  were  paid  out  of  the  Florentine  treafury ;    while  the 
houfes,  eftates,  and  goods'of  all  who  had  left  the  city,  were 
confifcated  or  demoliflied.    This  revolution,  however,  was 
far  from  removing  the  appreherifions  of  the  Gibelin  party, 
who  fent  a  freOi  deputation  to  Manfred^  intreating  nim  to 
prolong  the  continuance  of  Jordano  and  his  troops  at  Fh* 
rente ;  but  all  they  could  obtain  was  a  few  months.     While  . 
this  pafTed,  the  city  of  Arezzo  was  miferably  divided  betweea 
tht  Guelph  and  the  Gibelin  factions;  and,  by  Manfred's ot' 
ders,  a  general  congreis  of  the  heads  of  his  party  was  convo- 
caced  at  Empoli.    The  fubje£t  of  their  deliberations  was,  in 
what  manner  Manfred's  intereft  could  be  beft  ftrengthened 
in  Tufcany ;  and  the  general  opinion  was,  that  Florence  ought 
to  be  demoliflied  to  the  ground.    Farinata^  whom  we  have 
mentioned  above,  was  the  only  member  who  had  the  courage 
to  oppofe  this  barbarous  refolution.     The  fpeech  he  made  on 
this  weighty  occafion  was  full  of  dignity  and  refolution,  and 
coming  from  a  perfon  of  his  exalted  charaSer  and  known 
courage,  ftartled  the  afTembly  fo  much,  that  Florence  was 
preferved ;  and  Jordano  being  recalled,  the  whole  power  of 
the  ftate,  civil  and  military,  was.  committed  to  ^<7w/&,  who, 
befides  the  ordinary  troops  kept  up  by  the  Florentines^  had 
under  his  command  a  thoufand  mercenary  horfemen.    The 
firft  ufe  Novello  made  of  his  power  was  to  attack  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Lucqmje^  for  having  received  iht  Floretitine  fugi- 
tives.    Having  deftroyed  the  plain  country,  and  taken  fome 
caftles,  he  laid  fiege  to  Lucca ;  but  that  city  was  well  provided 
for  a  defence,  and  the  Florentine  fugitives  within  it  behaved 
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with  fo  great  valour,  that,  the  rainy  weather  comif^  Gtiy  he 
was  obliged  to  raiTe  the  fiege,  and  return  to  Fkrena. 

His  retreat  gave  the  iMiquffe  and  the  Flonntiru  fugitives  ^ho  appfy^ 
time  to  deh'berate ;  and  they  refolved  to  implore  the  protec-  /«  Conra- 
lion  of  young  ConraJin,  who  remained  ftill  in  Germany ^  un-  din,^^^/- 
der  his  mother's  protedion.     Two  Florentim  knights,  Simon^'^  f^  P*^ 
D$Hati  zxiA  Banacurfio  ASmar^  were  intruded  with  this  cm-^"^^* 
haily ;  and  when  they  arrived  at  Conradin's  court,  which  was  ^^*^?r 
extremely  fenfible  of  Manfred*8  perfidious  proceedings,  they    *"^'^y* 
found  it  dtfpofed  as  they  could  have  wiOied  for :  but  the 
pritice's  tender  age  proved  an  infunnountable  obftacle  to  their 
fuccefs,  and  they  were  obliged  to  return  to  Lucca.    Next 
year,  visi.  1262,  the  Fhreniims  there  found  means  to  fur- 
prife  Signs  I  upon  which  Novello  once  more  invaded  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Lucquefey  and,  being  joined  by  the  Pifans^  be 
defeated  the  Lucquefe  and  the  Florentine  fugitives,  who  were 
far  inferior  to  him,  in  a  pitched  battle,  which  put  into  the 
hands  of  Novelk  the  greateft  part  of  the  tcrritpry  of  Lucca 
without  the  walls  of  that  capital.     Thofe  misfortunes  obliged  The  Luc- 
the  Lucquefe^  many  of  whom  were  of  the  Gibilin  party,  tqquefcfAr- 
cnter  into  a  fecret  treaty  with  Novello '^  one  article  of  which /^'^^Fl<>- 
was,  that  the  Florentine  fugitives  (hould  be  expelled  from  the  rentine 
territories  of  Lucca^  and  that  there  (hould  be  a  firm  union  ^"l^lwi** 
between  the  Lucquefe  and  the  Florentines^  with  a  general  re- 
leafe  of  prifoners  on  both  fides.    The  fugitives  had  fufpeded 
nothing  of  this  utztyj  when,  all  of  a  fudden,  they  had  orders 
to  evacuate  the  Lucquefe  territories,  which  they  were  obliged 
inftantly  to  do,  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  to  retire 
to  Bologna.    They  were  followed  by  great  numbers  of  the 
jtreTsxianSy  who  could  no  longer  refift  the  arms  of  Novello.. 
It  is  amazing  that  this  fudden  reverfe  of  fortune,  by  which  a 
people,  who^  but  a  few  days  before,  were  little  lefs  than  fo< 
vereigns,  was  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  exile  and  beggary,  did 
not  damp  them,  or  at  leaft  prevail  upon  them  to  apply  for 
ibme  mitigation  from  their  countrymen.    But  the  enthufiafm  EffeSs  of^^ 
of  party  had  touched  their  brains,  and  indeed  thofe  of  all  xhtenthupa/mK 
Jtalians  in  general ;  and  it  is  hard,  at  this  time,  to  decide  upon 
the  merits  of  the  two  parties  that  then  divided  Itafy^  and  the 
greateft  part  of  Europe.     The  Gibelins  could  not  bear  with  . 
the  upftart  infoleoce  of  the  bifliops  of  Rome.    The  Guelphs 
could  not  endure  the  tyranny  of  the  emperors  and  of  Man^ 
fred^  and  perhaps  thty  conftdered  the  pope  as  a  power  far  lefe 
formidable  than  either  of  them.     Such  feems  to  have  been 
the  fentintents  of  the  exiled  Florentines  of  the  Guelph  fafiion, 
who  confidered  their  country  as  being  fubdued  by  Manfred:^ 
and  ttxcy  difdained  to  live  as  flaves  m  fiates  where  tbey  ha<i 
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feigned  as  mafters;    but  their  fortune  was  on  the  tif^  of  a 

new  revolution. 

The  Flo-        MODENAy  like  the  other  parts  of  Italyj  was  torn  betwtett 

rcntinc      the  two  faSions  of  Guelphj  and  GiheUns,     The  exiled  /%- 

exiles  aMft  rentines  were  now  confidercd  as  foWicrs  of  fortune,  and  the 

the  Mo-     Gueiph  fa£lion  in  that  city  invited  them  to  their  affiftance. 

G\h     ^^^  ^*'^*  chearfully  obeyed  the  call,  and  drove  the  GibeUm 

uuepns.  Qxxtof  Aiodena,    They  were  rewarded  by  having  the  money 

and  effeils  of  the  expelled  party  divided  amongft  them,  which, 

being  very  confidcrable^  enabled  them  to  make  a  very  hand- 

fome  appearance.      The  fame  of  thetr  good  fortune  foon 

reached  Tufcany^    and  others  of  their  party  jcrincd  them. 

Reggie y  which  lies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ModenOy  was 

pretty  much  in  the  fame  (ituation  ;  and  the  Guelphi  there  had 

likewife  taken  arm's  againft  tht  GihetinSy  who  were  headed  by 

otxtCafcay  a  man  of  gigantic  ftaturc,  and  of  (iich  amazing 

ftrength  and  adlivity,  that  he  carried  an  army  in  his  own  per- 

Ibn.     It  was  owing  to  him  that  the  GiheUnsy  on  all  occafions, 

worfted  the  GueJphs  in  Reggio  5  and  the  latter,  in  imitation  of 

thofe  of  MQdenOy  called  in  the  adventurers,  who  flew  to  their 

deliverance.     Being  admitted  into  the  town^  a  dreadful  con- 

iixSt  enfued  in  the  market- place,  where  CafcOy  a3  ufual,  bore 

down  all  before  him,   till  he  was  attacked  and  killed  by  a 

chofeh  band  of  FUreniinisi  with  the  young  Fonjius  Adimar^ 

who  was  general  of  the  expedition,  at  their  head;  and- who 

•  is  faid,  by  fon[>e  writers,  to  have  killed  Cafca  with  his  own 

hatKi  in  fmg|e  combat,  after  a  defperate  engagement*     The 

conquerors  received  the   like  rewards  here,  but  in  greater 

abundance,  as  at  Modena ;  and  now  the  exiles  began  to  be 

of  great  confequence  in  Italyj  where  affairs  took  an  unex- 

pefled  turn. 

SuceeJJson        PoPB  AUxaftder  IV.  was  obliged  all  this  thne  to"  keep  him* 

pf  the        felf  ftiut  up  in  ViterhOy  not  daring  to  truft  himfelf  amongft 

popes*         the  Romans*    Upon  his  death,  he  was  fucceedcd  by  Urban 

IV.  a  Frenchman,  who  had  been  a  fhoe-maker  at  Trfiye  in 

Champagne.    Seeing  that  the  power  of  il//?»^v^/ and  the  G^r- 

mans  threatened  the  extindion  of  the  papal  power  in  Itafyy 

and  perceiving  that  the  young  Conradinj  who  had  then  only 

the  title  of  duke  of  Aujinoy  was  too  weak  to  reduce  Manfred^ 

or  to  recover  the  kingdoms  he  had  ufurped,  he  bellowed,  aa 

far  as  he  could  beftow,  the  kingdom  tf  Naples  upon  Charles 

tif  Ar^ouy  brother  to  Lewis  the  Saint,  and   king  of  Franc^ 

Charles  accepted  of  the  compliment,  and  made  preparations 

to  take  pofleffion  of  his  kingdom.     In  the  mean  while  pope 

Urban  died,  and  was  fucceeded  bjr  Clement  IV.    who,  like  his 

predeccflbr,  was  intirely  in  the  French  intereft,  and  confirmed 
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ihe  graxu  Kis  predecfi^or  had  made  to  Charles  of  AnjoUy  though 
lnn  evident  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  youngConradin,     Saint    .  > 

l^wis^  it  \$  true,  feeaied  tojnake  fome  dimculty  in  agreeing  Charles  of 
to  flrip  an  unoffending  minor  of  his  property  $  but  the  pope  Anjou 
got  the  better  of  all  bis  icruples,  and  Char  la  embarked  ztcronvned 
MmfeifUs  with  thirty  gallies,  and  arrived  2XRome  in  the  ytSLV^^^g  9f 
1265,  where  he  was  folemnly  crowned  king  of  Naples  and^^P^^/ 
SicUy^  but  upon  very  advantageous  terms  to  the  Holy  See,  and 
received  the  important  dignity  of  a  Roman  fenator. 

.  WttEN  we  write  the  hiftofy  of  Florena  at  this  period,  we  Sra^e  ex^ 
wrke  that  of  the  brave  Fhrtntine  exiles,  who  refufed  to  fub-pl^'^^  ff 
snit  to  ^^»/)v^'s  ufurpations,  and  who  had  ofFered  their  fer-^^'FIorett* 
v,itC8  to  ^e^tCUmmtj  in  fupport  of  his  new  fyftem  of  power  ^*"".*^" 
in  Italy*  They  were  now  very  numerous,  well  equipped  with  ^'^' 
mmSi  and  experienced  in  war.  The  pope  with  great  joy 
took  them  into  his  fervice,  and  told  them  he  would  depend  in 
a  great  meafure  upon  them  for  fucce(s«  At  the  fame  time  he 
made  them  a  prefent  of  a  new  armorial  bearing  for  their  fian- 
dard,  which  was  a  red  eagle  fqueezing  between  his  talops  a 
blue  dragon.  After  this,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  pope, 
tbqr  made  Gmdo  Guerra  their  general,  and  they  marched  ia 
«  body  to  join  Charles  of  Jnjou's  army  Jn  the  plains  of  Mantua^ 
whece  they  excelled  all  the  other  troops  in  the  beauty  of  their 
appearance  and  the  ricbncfe  of  their  armour.  They  were 
received  with  peculiar  honours  by  Charles  and  his  geperals^ 
they  being  the  firft  Italians  wha joined  hiq| ;  and  thei/  hifto* 
riaos  have  given  us  a  detail  of  the  complimental  fpeeches  that 
|>afle4  between  Cbaries  and  Guide  upon  this  occafion.  It  is 
certain,  that -our  adventurers  did  him  vaft  fervices,  as  his 
troops  were  intirely  firangers  in  the  (country.  He  immediately 
direded  his  march  towards  Monte  Cafmo^  where  he  entered 
bis  new  kingdom,  and  where  our  adventurers  gave  the  iirft 
iTpecioieos  of  their  courage  in  his  fervice,  by  making  them-. 
felves  mafters  of  one  of  Manfred^  forts,  which  our  hiflorians 
diftinguiih  by  no  other  name  than  that  of  the  German  town. 
After  this  a  great  number  of  other  places  furrendered  to 
Charles^  whofe  progrefs  was  fo  rapid,  that  Manfred  refolved 
to  put  the  whole  to  a  ihort  iifue,  that  of  the  fword.  Charles 
beipg^equaUy  forward,  both  armies  drew  up  in  order  of  batrle  in 
the  plaim  of  BeneventOy  the  country  of  the  ancient  Samnites, 
Behrc  the  battle  joined,  Marfred  obferved  a  body  of  troops^ 
Superior  m  appearance  to  all  the  reft  of  Charles^  army,  of  dif- 
ferent armour,  and  under  a  feparate  command.  Obferving 
at  the  fame  time  the  new  device  of  their  ft  and  ard,  he  aflced, 
with  aftonifliment,  who  they  were.  Being  told  that  they 
Irerc  the  exiled  Flerenilnes  of  the  Guelph  party,  **  Then,  faid 
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he,  where  are  the  Florentines  of  my  party,  on  whom  I  hav« 
heaped  (o  many  favours  ? "  He  was  anfwered,  that  none  of 
them  were  in  the  field.  This  anfwer  drew  from  him  feveral 
violent  expreflions  againft  their  ingratitude  and  cowardice^ 
and  pointing  to  the  exiles,  **  That  body  of  men,  (aid  he, 
this  day  muft  be  conquerors ;  for,  if  I  am  vi£torious,  I  am  de- 
termined, at  any  rate,  to  make  ihem  my  friends/'  Manfred 
then  ordered  the  fjgnal  for  battle.  Guido  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Fiorentines^  and  their  ftandard-bearcr  was  Corrad  Magni-* 
.  montanOf  a  Plftoian  knight.  Their  courage  in  the  battle 
was  anfwerable  to  their  warlike  appearance.  Manfred*^  army 
Manfred  ^^^  defeated,  and  lie  himfelf  was  killed ;  and  annongft  the 
defmted  prifoners  made  by  the  Florentines  were  feveral  of  their  capital 
iPtd  killed,  enemies,  particularly  Jordanoy  who,  four  years  before,  had 
given  them  the  fatal  defeat  near  Sienna^  and  who  finiihed  hn 
life  in  prifon.  By  this  viftory  Charles  came  into  poiTeffion  ef 
all  the  kingdom  of  JVj/>/«. 
fofulof  The  Gibelln  faflion  \n  Florence  were  terribly  difconccrted 
^wemmenthy  this  fuccefe  of  Charles ;  and  the  friends  and  relations  of  the 
reftoredin  exiles  began  now  boldly  to  avow  their  principles,  Novelh^ 
Jiorencc,  the  governor  of  Florence  (who  till  then  had  aded  very  op* 
preflively  in  his  office)  and  his  creatures  faw  it  was  in  vain  for 
them  to  refifl;  and  confented  that  a  council  of  thirty- fix^  half 
.  Gibelinsy  half  GuelpkSy  (bould  be  mftitutcd,  to  take  care  of 
the  affairs  of  the  public.  .  The  head  of  the  Gibelins  was 
Cathalaniy  as  Lodoringo  was  of  the  Guelphs.  Thus  popular 
government  was,  in  fomc  meafure,  rcfVored  in  Florenee,  Tho 
beads  of  the  two  parties  agreed  fo  well  together,  that  many 
excellent  civil  inflitutions  at  this  time  took  place  there.  Th« 
different  artifls  and  tradefmen  were  divided  into  companies. 
Each  had  its  feparate  diftindions  and  armorial  bearings ;  and 
it  Was  agreed,  that  all  fhould  aflemble,  in  cafes  of  danger  ta 
the  flate.  The  nobility  did  not  relifh  their  lofs  of  power^ 
and  began  to  cabal  together,  when  the  people  refufcd  to  pay 
the  mercenaries  that  had  been  hired  by  Novello^  who,  calling 
his  friends  and  troops  together,  expelled  the  thirty- fix  from 
their  pofls  in  the  government ;  and  from  that  time  a  civil  war 
commenced.  The  Lambertiy^  a  noble  family  in  Florencey 
joined  with  Novello  5  who  marching  to  reduce  the  populace^ 
at  the  head  of  his  Germans  and  the  nobility,  was  received 
with  fuch  a  (hower  of  ftones,  difcharged  from  the  windows 
and  roofs  of  the  houfes,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  the 
old  temple  of  Mars^  which  was  the  place  of  rendezvous  for 
his  party.  He  then  repaired  to  the  houfe  vrhcrt  Cathalani 
and  Lodoringo  were,  where  he  demanded  the  keys  of  the  city* 
gatcsi  which,  after  fome  difficulty,  were  fent  to  him;  and 
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Oen  he,  with  all  the  nobility  of  bis  party,  aod  his  Girnum^ 
mercenaries,  marched  out  of  tbe  city  and  took  poft  at  Pr^tto. 
This  meafure  had  been  dilated  by  jealoufy  and  fear,  though 
the  two  magiftrates  of  tbp  people  had  promifed  to  quiet  the 
Cumult  if  he  would  remain  in  the  cityi     Upon  recoiledbn, 
he  found  he  had  miftaken  hb  meafures,  and  marched  wBc 
with  his  troops  and  followers*  to  Florence^  where  he  found  Norello 
tbe  gates  (hut.     Both  intreatles  and  force  were  ineSeduai  ^^t^^d 
fx  his  re-admtttance ;  and  after  fpending  fome  hours  in  vajni/^'^  ^^^ 
be  was  obliged  again  to  make  his  retreat  to  Prato,  reoce. 

T^£  people  thus  regaining  the  government  of  their  city.  The  conjtu 
thought  of  reverting  to  the  principles  of  their  firil  popular  ^f^ion  r#. 
conftitutien,  and  of  reftoring  the  magiftracy  of  the  Antiam^J^ored^ 
voder  which  they  had  done  fo  great  things,  and  which  ac- 
cordingly taking  place,  the  authority  of  the  two  late  pre* 
fidents,  inftitut^  by  Novello^  was  thereby  aboliflied.     It  is 
wonderful  with  what  moderation  this  reftored  model  of  the    " 
Fhrgtuine  government  was  eft^bliihed.     The  people  by  their    ^ 
late  fufferings  became  fenfible  of  their  former  errors ;    and 
though  the  illuftrious  exiles  were  reftored  to  their  eftates  and 
dignities,  yet  a  law  pafled  that  made  no  difference  between 
them  and  the  nobility  of  N&velk\  faction,  if  the  latter  ihould 
think  proper  to  return  to  the  city»    The  Guelpb  exiles  re-  together 
turned  covered  with  laurels,  and  were  received  with  prodi-  'with  the 
gious  acclamations  of  the  people,  who,  intent  upon  baniih-'^^^lp^ 
ing  civil  animofities,  obliged  Novella  to  give  his  daughter  in'-*'*^^* 
marriage  to  Forejius  Adimar*     I'he  contending  families  of 
the  Uberti  and  Lamberti  were  united  Jn  the  fame  manner^ 
and  their  examples  produced  the  like  alliances  amongft  the 
other  nobility  of  oppofite  fadions.    It  is  remarked  in  hifiory^ 
that  thofe  internuuriages  arofe  from  the  people  refleding  upon 
the  dreadful  coofcquences  that  had  happened  to  their  fiate 
in  former  times  on  account  of  difagreeable  marriages. 

This  nuptial  expedient  however  was  far  from  having  .the 
defired  efFe^.     The  people  pufhed  their  power  too  far  in  be* 
coaling  the  match-makers,  and  in  forcing  the  parties  to  in- 
termarfy.     The  he^krc- burnings  between  the  two  fadions  be- 
gan again  to  gather  ftrength,  and  the  exiles,  who  were  not 
returned  to  their  country,  treating  the  oppoilte  pany  as  van- 
quifhed,  feverely  refented  their  having  deferted  them  at  the 
biattJe  near  Siiwuiy  which  the  Florentine  hiftorians  call   the 
battle  of  Arbe^  becaufe  it  was  fought  on  the  banks  of  that 
river.     While    thofe  difcontcnts  continued,    Cmradin^    thcpaatom 
lawful  heir  to  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily^  which  had  aga/n 
pom  twice  been  wickedly  torn  from  him,  though  no  more  ir^^^  on/. 
than  iixtcen  years  x>f  age,  was  making  preparations  to  re- 
cover 
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Conradi    *^^^ '^^^  paternal  inheritance.    The  injuftice  done^im  Ul 
prepares  to  ^^^  infancy,  as  well  as  his  right  of  blood,  bad  raifeU  him 
recover  bh  '"^"X  fiends ;  but  it  was  neceffary  for  him  to  depend  for  fup- 
ri^ht,         P^rt  lipon  the  Gibelin  fadlion.     Charles  of  Anjou^  now  king 
q^JapIes  and  Sicilyy  forefaw  the  ftorm  approaching,  and  bit 
nnt  care  was  to  fecure  Tufcany  in  his  intereft.     With  this 
view  he  fcnt,  by  the  advice  as  ii  faid  of  the  FlormtineSy  Ma-- 
latefta^  an  illuftrious  Italian  nobleman,  and  one  of  his  o/fi* 
cen,  with  a  body  of  horfe,  to  overawe  th«  Pifat^  and  \h/^ 
•         S  ennefe^  and  in  faft  all  Tufcany,    But  as  king  of  Naples  and 
Sicily  he  could  have  no   pretenfion  upon  Ttifcany ;   and  the 
holy  fee,  hy  a  mod  unl^eard  of  drain  of  injuftice^  wa^  obliged 
to  give  Mm  a  title.     The  pope  preiended  that  during  the 
vacancy  of  the  Roman  empire  the  temporary  government  of 
Tufcany  devolved  upon  him,  and  under   this   arbitrary  claim 
Charles  cf^^  conftituted  Charles  of  Jnjou  the  imperial  vicar  or  lieutenant 
Anjou        ^^^^  ^^^  whole  province.    The  exiles  had  l)ecn  returned  onljr 
made'vicar  ^^^^  months  when  Malatejia  fignificd  lirs  intention  to  take 
of  Tuf-     fiofleflibn  of  Florence^  as  well  as  the  other  places  in  Tufcany^ 
^saiy,         and   the  governing  party  gave  him  affurances  of  welcome. 
Upon  this  the  Gibelins  of  the  city  left  it,  and  for  fome  weeks 
all  the  neighbouring  country  became  a  fcenc  of  robbery  and 
murder.  ,  The  Gibelins  were  now  what  their  adverfaries  had 
been  before,  the  oppofers  of  a  foreign  power,  in  whofe  name 
juftice  was  adminiflered  in  Fl^renum     But  the  papal  authority 
covered  all  defeSs  of  title,  and  the  Florentine  Gueiphs  tiioughc 
they  could   not  exceed  in  their  gratitude  to  a  prince,  who^ 
The  Gibe<  ^^^^  Charles^  had  reftored  them  to  their  country.     The  felf- 
lin  exiln    C'^ilcd  Gibelins  however  were  very  powerful  \   but  at  laft  the 
put  to  the   places  they  had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  in  the  Florentimi 
/■word,       territory  were  taken  by  their  adverfaries,  and  great  numben 
of  them   put  to   the   fword.      The  Gibelin    <adion    being 
thus  totally  fupprefled,  the  Florentines,  who  remained  in  that 
city,  were  foon  divided  '"nto  factions,  on  account  of  the  eflatea 
that  had  been  confifcated,  but  were  now  claimed  by  thofe  who 
had  been  exiled  after  the  battle  of  Jrbe.     A  vaft  altercation 
followed  upon  this,  and  the  matter  was  at  laft  referred  to  the 
papal  and  the  royal  decifion,  which  was  in  favour  of  the  Ar^ 
bian  exiles'.     This  Iniquitous  fentence  was  occafioned  by  the 
dread  of  young  Conradin^  who  was  now  ready  to  enter  Itafy^ 
and  the  defire  that  both  Charles  and  the  pope  had  to  keep 
the  prevailing  party  in  Florence  in  their  intereft,  having  al- 
ready fo  fully  experienced  their  fidelity  and  attachment  to.the 
fee  of  Rome.     Thus  the  very  men  who  had  fo  bravely  re- 
fifted  flavery  from  one  quarter,  voluntarily  embraced  it  from 
another. 
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TTitE  pope  however  did  not  think  itfiifiicicnf  to  have  only  Aanvcol^ 
a  momentary  afcendency  over  his  new  fubjedis ;  and  he  ma-  l^ge  ereaed 
naged  fo  that  a  pohtical  college,  for  we  can  call  it  by  no '«  Flo- 
other  name,  was  added  to  the  other  colleges  of  Florence.    Are-  ^cnce. 
tin  h  of  opinion  that  this  college  fubfifted  before  * ;    but  be 
that  as  it  will,  it  certainly  was  renewed  and  completed  at 
this  time.     The  duty  of  the  members,  who  had  a  prefidcnt, 
(who  fomet'imes  was  a  foreigner,  provided  he  was  a  Guelph) 
affigned  to  them,  was  to  examine  into  the  principles,  quali- 
fications, and  condud  of  the  citizens;    and  whoever  under- 
went their  ccnfure  became  thereby  incapable  of  all  truft  in 
fhc  govemmeot. 

GUELPHISM  being  thus  firmly  eftablifhed  in  Florence,  j^r^^  ^^. 
tbc  heads  of  tht  party  declared  war  againft  tht  Sienncfe,  ^^t-ween  tbe> 
Tcvcnge  of  their  defeat  at  Arhe^  and  laid  that  territory  wafte  Florcn- 
to  the  very  gates  of  Sienna  ;    but  tliey  could  not  bring  their  tines  and 
enemies  to  a  battle.     While  the  Florentines  were  upon  this  Siennefe« 
expedition,  the  Gibelin  exiles  rendezvoufed  at  Boniti  ;   upon 
which  the  Florentine  army  marched  thither  with  Malatejia  at 
their  head,  and  laid  fiege  to  the  place.     The  befieged  were 
encouraged  to  a  vigorous  defence,  by  afllirances  fent  them 
both  from  Sienna  and  Pi/ay  of  a  powerful  diverOon  in  their 
fiTOur.     The  defence  made  by  the  befieged  was  fo  brave,* 
that  Ckarles  of  Anjou  came  in  perfon  into  Tufcany  to  head  the 
FUrontine  army.     He  was  received  with  vatt  honours  at  Flo^ 
rsnce^  from  whence  he  fet  out  for  the  fiege.     The  place  be- 
ing nanirally  firong,  the  befieged  made  a  vigorous  defence  for 
four  months ;    but  the  numbers  of  the  befiegers  daily  cncreaf- 
ing,  the  garrifen  at  laft   made  an  honourable  capitulation, 
9XiA  Boniti  furrendered  to  Charles.     Though  winter  at  the 
time  of  the  furrender  was  far  advanced,"yct  Charles  before  he 
went  into  quarters,  took  fbrae  places  from  thfe  Pifans^  which 
be  gave  to  hi6  friends   the  Lucquefe^  and  then  put  an  end 
to  the  campaign. 

While  Charles  remained  in  Tufcany^  he  reduced  the  vA\oU Political 
of  that  province  to  his  obedience,  excepting  Sienna  and  Pifa  tftate  cf 
but  he  now,  vi%.  in  the  year  1267,  received  the  important  Italy. 
news  that  young  Conradin^  as  the  reprefentative  of  the  em- 
peror Frederick  II.    and   head   of  the  houfe  of  Suahia,  had 
pafled  ihe  Alps  with  an  army,  to  make  good  his  family  claims 
in  Italy.     The  popes  of  this  age,  had  all  of  them,  the'fame 
turn  of  genius,  which  was  for  an  univerfal  authority  in  tern- 
porak  as  well  as  fpirituals.     Though  their  power  was  then 
kut  low>  for  it  did  not  extend  even  over  the  city  of  Rome^ 

«  Ibid.  pag.  59. 
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yet  their  influence  was  incredible,  through  the  praSices  of> 
the  ecclefiaftics  upon  the  minds  of  the  common  people,  maof 
;of  whom,  the  Florentines  efpeciiUy,  were  implicitly  devoted 
to  the  holy  fee.  Thofe  vulgar  prepofleffions  gathered  ftrength» 
through  the  ambitious  views  of  contending  princes,  who  in 
their  turns  found  it  their  intereft  to  have  the  Roman  pontifF 
on  their  fide.     Thb  was  the  cafe  firft  vnth  Manfred^  and 
then  with  Charles  of  Anjpu^  as  well  as  many  petty  lords  and 
princes  in  Italy^  who,  by  the  favour  of  the  holy  fee,   had 
ereded  themfelves  into  independent  governments,  only  pay- 
ing a  fmall  confideration  to  the  pope.    But  neither  Manfred 
nor  Charles  were  princes  difpofed  to  bear  fuljedion  to  the 
holy  fee  longer  than  they  found  it  neceflary  to  their  ambi- 
tion ;    and  the  pope  at  this  time,  who  wis  Clement  IW .  per- 
ceiving Charles^  now  that  he  was  maft^r  of  Tufcany^  to  grow 
toQ  powerful  and  independent,  would  probably  have  broken 
with  him,  had  he  not  dreaded  the  houfe  of  Suabia  more  than 
he  did  that  of  Anjou, 
Hijlory  of      HENRY^  brother  to  the  king  of  Cajiilej  having  long  led 
Don  Hen-  ^  i^fnd  of  a  knight-errant's  life  in  Africa^  where  he  had  w^ 
ry  ^/'Caf-quij.g^  a  great  deal  of  money  in  the  fer^ice  of  the  king  of 
^^*  T'unisy  about  this  time  came  to  Italy^  and  by  the  mediation 

of  money  was  treating  with  Charles  and  the  pope,  who  was 
fiill  at  Viterboy  about  purchafing   the  kingdom  of  Sardinia. 
While  this  treaty  was  on  foot  an  infurredion  happened  at 
^/jbo  he-     Romey  and  Don  Henry  was  employed  by  the  pope  to  quell  it„ 
eomes  tnaf-  ^vhich  he  did,  and  became  fo  popular  there,  that  the  popo- 
^'*  ^'        could  not  prevent  his  taking  upon  him  the  title  and  power 
Komc.       ^f  governor  of  Rome,   The  Cdjiilian  by  this  time  began  more 
than  to  fufpeft  that  the  pope  and  Charles^  to  whom  he  had 
lent  a  great  fum  of  money,  intended  to  deceive  and  difap- 
point  him.     He  demanded  the  repayment  of  his  money  from 
Charles  \   but  receiving  no  fatisfa£tion,    he  renounced  their 
party,  and  embraced  that  of  Conradin^  who  thereby  obtained 
a  valuable  acquifition.     Don  Henry  was  not  only  abfolute 
mafter  of  Rome^  but  had  in  his .  intereft  all  the  Mojkms  or 
Saracensy  who  remained  in  the  city  of  Naples^  and  who  were 
very  numerous  there,  and  the  king  of  Tunis^  who  was  then 
3  formidable  power  to  Italy,     He  had  likewife  a  fine  fleet  un- 
der his  command ;    and  his  brother  Frederick^  who  was  fttii 
in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Tunis j  had  fecured  the  greateft 
part  of  Sicily  to  his  intereft. 
Conradirt       So   many  threatening  events  obliged  Charles  of  Anjou  to 
invades      Jay  afide  the  defign  he  had  formed  of  reducing  Sienna  and 
JtaJy.         Pifa^  and  to  leave  the  Florentine  territories.      The  Pifans^ 
h)  Don  Henrf^  affiftancei  had  thca  a  fleet  at  fea,  and  many 
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of  the  Fhnntine  Gib/tlins  ferved  on  board  it.     This  was  of 
great  fenrice  to  Conradin  in  Sicily  ^  :    but  that  young  prince 
was  poor ;    and  when   he  came  to  Trent  he  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  difmils  his  Genman  army,  all  but  three  thoufand 
horfe;    a    force  too    fmall   to  {\ihA\xt*Tufcany^   which  his 
intereft  led  him  td  have  attempted*     Being  joined,  how- 
ever,  by  great  numbers  of  the  Gihelin  fadion,   he  infulted 
LuccQy  but  durft  not  fight  the  Flarmiine  army  which  came  to 
its  defence,  and  harraifed  him  in  his  march  to  Sienna,    The 
Florentines  were  commanded  at  thb  time  by  one  of  Charlei^s 
lieutenants,  who,  on  bfs  march  to  Arezsui^  difmifTed  the  Flo" 
rentine  horie  with  a  kind  of  contempt  of  their  fervices.    Con- 
radin*s  generals  anderftanding  this,  formed  ah  ambufli  againft 
the  Royaliifa,  for  fo  the  party  of  Charles  was  called,  between 
the  yfmo  and  the  mountains,  at  the  perfuafion  of  the  Flo- 
rentine Gibelim  who  ferved  under  Conradin.     This  ftratagem  ^^my  of 
was  fo  effedual,  that  all  the  Royaliils,  but  a  few  who  had  CharJer^ 
got  over  a  bridge  before  it  was  feized  by  the  Germans^  were  Anjou  de- 
cut  in  pieces  almoft  without  refiftance.    This  defeat  was  offeaied. 
great  fervice  to  Conradin^s  affairs,  and  he  marched  without 
oppofition  by  Viterbo^  where  the  pqpe  ftill  was,  to  Rome,    It 
was  in  vain  for  the  pope  to  launch  out  his  thunders  againft 
him  ;  for  Conradin  deftroyed  the  territories  of  Viterbo  before 
his  eyes,  and  plundered  all  the  eftates  of  the  Guelph  faSion. 
He  was  receivc»l  at  Rome  by  Don  Henry  with  regal,  or  rather 
imperial  honours.     CharleSy  who  knew  he  was  hated  in  Italy ^  Progrefs  of 
by  this  time  had  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement  of  ve-  Conradin^ 
Ceran  cavalry  from  France ;  and  though  his  numbers  were 
far  inferior  to  thofe  of  Conradin^  who  had  adually  entered 
the  kingdom  of  Naples^  he  refolved  to  give  him  battle,  and 
both  armies  met  at  Aquila^  or  Alva^  in  Abrta^zo.    He  knew, 
that  excepting  the  Germans  and  the  Florentine  exiles,  and  feme 
troops  who  followed  Don  Henry^  the  whole  not  amounting 
to  fix  thoufand  men,   Conradin  had  but  few  foldiers  in  his 
rm^,  and  that  the  reft,  who  were  moftly  compofcd  of  needy 
Italians f  were  under  no  difciplihe.     He  therefore  placed  a 
ftrong  ambufb  behind  a  hill,  out  of  the  view  of  his  enemies, 
who  at  firft  bore  down  all  before  them  ;  but  falling  to  plunr 
der>  as  Charles  bad  forefeen,  he  fell  upon  them  with  his  am- 
bufhed  troops,  and  totally  defeated  Conradin^  who  had  thought  ^^^  ;,  y^ 
himfelf  fure  of  vidory,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  he  efcapcd  a^^. 
to  Rome.     But  the  viflory  ztAIva  had  changed  the  face  of 
-affairs  there,  where  the  Guelph  families  ofUrJini  and  SabiUi 
now  prevailed  ;    fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  fly  from  Rome  to* 

*    ^  LioMAaDx  AaBTiNi  Hid.  Flon  pag«  44, 
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wards  Pifai  but  in  bis  flight  he  was  taken  prifoner,  with  hit 
coufin  the-  duke  of  Auflria^  who  had  attended  him  in  his 
expedition,  and  Don  Henry  of  CaJliU.  Being  carried  to  Atf- 
pUiy  Conradin  and  the  duke  of  Auftr'ta^  though  both  fovereign 
princes,  were  tr.ied  before  the  iyfidics  of  the  citiea  of  thac 
kingdom,  and  condemned  to  die.  It  is  hardly  credible  that 
Charles  of  AnjoUy  however  ambitious  he  might  be,  would 
have  put  to  death  two  innocent  princes,  the  eldeft  of  whom 
was  not  above  feventeen  years  of  age,  had  he  not  in  a  man- 
ner been  intimidated  into  that  cruelty  by  pope  Clement  IV. 
who,  though  then  on  his  death-bed,  fent  him  the  famous 
apothegm,  Conradi  vita^  Caroli  morSy  Caroli  vlta^  Conradi 
^  mors^  which  fignifies  *•  Conrad's  life  is  Charles's  death,  Charlis*% 
life  is  Conrad's  death."  •  This  deteftable  advice  determined 
Charles  to  put  the  fentence  in  execution. 
and  with  On  the  twenty-fixth  of  Odf oher/ i26Sy  the  two  young; 
the  duke  of  princes  were  led  to  a  fcafFoId,  ereded  in  the  market-place 
Aaftria  of  Naples^  together  with  Gerard  of  Pifay  who  had  commanded 
executed,  the  Florentine  Gibelins  under  Conradin  ^t  the  late  battle,  with 
feveral  other  perfons  of  diftin&ion,  and  there  they  all  of 
them  loft  their  heads.  The  death  of  Conradin  was  particu** 
larly  aficding.  When  he  came  upon  the  fcafibld  he  threw 
his  gauntlet  amongft  the  people,  defu'ing  it  might  be  car- 
ried to  his  coufm  Peter  of  Arragon^  who  would  revenge  hb 
death.  He  then  fnatched  up  the  head  of  the  duke  of  Auftria^ 
with  whom  the  execution  began,  and,  while  he  tenderly  em- 
braced ity  his  own  was  ftruck  off.  It  b  faid  that  hit  gauotlef^ 
or  glove,  was  faithfully  delivered  by  a  German  knight  toT'^- 
ier  oi  Arragon. 

While  thofe  tragedies  were  ading,  Tufcany  was  in  a  ftattt 
rather  of  expe£tation  than  tranquility ;  but  no  fooner  was 
the  death  of  Conradin  certified  than  both  parties  refumed 
their  arms.  A  great  many  Florentine  exiles  (till  remained  ac 
Sienna  \  and  early  in  the  year  1269  they  laid  fiege'to  ColU^ 
which  is  (ituated  upon  the  river  Alja^  a  branch  of  the  Amo^ 
and  not  far  from  Florence.  The  Florentines  immediately  (ent 
fome  troops  to  the  affiftance  of  their  allies,  and  though  only 
the  cavalry  threw  themfelves  into  the  place,  the  Siennefe  raifed 
the  fiege ;  but  being  purfued  loft  a  great  number  of  men,  ho 
quarter  being  given  by  the  Florentines,  The  latter,  that  fame 
year,  befieged  Ujlina^  which  was  garrifoned  by  the  exiled  Gi- 
belins^  of  Florerue.  Not  finding  the  place  tenable,  they  en- 
deavoured to  efcape  by  night,  but  were  intercepted,  and 
moft  of  them  killed  or  uken  prifoners.  The  Florentines  after 
this  joined  their  troops  to  thofe  of  Lucca^  and  laid  wafte  the 
Afeaee.]  Pi/an  territories.  Tbb  brought  on  a  peace  with  the  Siennefe^ 
'  who 
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Vlho  admitted  a  -governor  from  Charles  into  their  cky,  and 
agreed  to  give  no  harbour  to  any  of  the  Florentine  fugitives, 
who,  in  confequcncc  of  this  peace,  were  obliged  to  retire 
towards  the  Capuan  territories,  where  many  of  them  were 
put  to  the  fword  by  the  Florentines  and  others,  amongft  whom 
was  ASfioUniy  the  fon  of  the  v\oh\e' Farinata^  were  made  pri- 
foners  and  fent  to  Florence^  where  they  were  capitally  pu- 
jufbed. 

CHARLES  of  Jnjou  Was  now  by  far  the  moft  powerful  j/r^j  ^ 
prince  in  Italy  ;  but  the  death  of  Urban  IV.  and  the  intrigues  j^Jjy^ 
that  followed  in  the  ele<^ibn  of  a  new  pope  revived  the 
troubles  of  Tufcany^  where  the  Gibelins  again  got  ground. 
Lewis  king  of  France^  notwithftanding  his  fanftity,  far  from 
blaming  his  brother  for  his  inhumanity  %  at  this  time  under- 
took a  c/u&de  againft.the  king  of  Tunis^  on  account  of  the 
friendfliip  he  had  /hewn  to  Conradin,  and  required  his  bro- 
riier  to  attend  him.     This  happened  jufl  at  the  time  when 
the  Florentines  and  Lucquefe^  not  at  all  doubting  of  being  af- 
iiAed  by  Charlesy  had  made  vaft  preparations  for  war  againft 
the  Pifansy  his  and  their  determined  enemies ;  but  the  views 
of  Charles  were  very  different  from  thofe  of  the  Florentines. 
Being  about  to  attend  his  brother,  he  ftudied  to  leave  eveiy 
thing  in  tranquility  dupng  his  abience,  and  for  that  purpoie 
fct  out  .in  pertbn  for  Florence.     All  Italy  thought  the  ruin  of 
Pifa  inevitable,  as  Charles  daily  exprefled  the  moft  bitter  ran- 
cour againft  that  city :    but  he  no  fooner   arrived   in  the 
y^tf»  territories,  than  he  gave  a  favourable  audience  to  the 
/^^&«  deputies,  ^o  offered  to  affift  him  with  (hips  in  his 
African  expedition.  .  Upon  this  he  not  only  madc.peace  with  Charles  tf 
them,  but  obliged  the  Florentines  to  do  the  fame.     So  uncx-  Acjou 
pedhcd  an  event  greatly  difl*atisfied  the  Florentines  \   biit  to  ap-  makis 
peafe  them  Charles  took  and  razed  to  the  ground  Boniti^  or  ptaceivitb 
Bmtiumy  which  was  the  receptacle  of  all  thtTufcan  Gibe-^heVifsLut. 
Sns.   His  governor  Guidoy  however,  obliged  the  Florentines  to 
refund  all  the  money  that  Charles  had  expended  in  theiiege 
and  demolition  of  the  place. 

The  fee  of  Rome  ftill  continued  vacant;  but  the  late  peace  Gregory 
between  the  Florentines  and  Sienne/e  had  entirely  reconciled  X.  chojin 
thofe  two  people,  when  Lewis  the  French  king  died  in  h\9 pofe, 
African  expedition,  and  Charles  of  Anjou  returned  to  ttaly^ 
Where  he  found  things  in  great  diforder.     At  laft  Theobald 
of  Placentioj  afterwards  Gregory  X.  was  chofen  pope.     It  was 
he  who  indided  the  council  of  Lyons^  and  he  then  repaired 
with  a  vaft  retinue  to  Florencdy  with  a  view,  as  he  pretended, 

f  VoLTAiaBHiftoiredcPEmpire, 
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«f  abolifhing  all  diftindions  of  party  in  Tufcanj  \  but  in  mffhr 
to  weaken  the  intereft  of  Charles  there,  Hb  eleSion  toos 
pl^e  in  the  year  1271 ;  and  calling  together  all  the  leading 
men  of  Florena^  be  made  them  a  very  foothin^  fpeech,  tend- 
ing to  perfuade  them  to  re- admit  the  exiled  Gihtlim  into  their 
hi  alters  city.  •  This  the  Fhrentines  humbly^  though  firmly,  oppofed  | 
the  Flo-  bm  hjj  holinefs,  being  mafter  there,  he  forced  tbem  to  com- 
rcntine^fl.  pjy^  and  all  the  favour  he  (hewed  the  governing  party,  waa 
n/emmnt.  ^^  oblige  fome  of  the  heads  of  the  GiMin  fadion  to  give  bof- 
tages,  that  they  would  not  make  a  bad  ufe  of  the  imlulgeiice 
that  had  been  (hewn  tbem.  Notwithftanding  hb  authority, 
and  all  the  fulminations  he  pronounced  againft  thofe  who 
Ibould  break  the  peace,  and  his  even  founding  a  kind  of  tem- 
ple of  concord,  to  which  he  gave  his  own  name ;  yet  the 
^hief  Florentines  remained  vafily  .diflatisfied  with  the  peactr 
that  had  been  forced  upon  them,  and  the  return  of"  the  exiles, 
who  were  fo  apprehenAve  of  the  power  of  their  adveriarics^ 
that  they  again  voluntarily  left  the  city.  This  fo  greatly  ex- 
afperated  the  pontiff,  that  he  laid  the  remaining  FlorenAmM 
under  an  interdicS):  from  all'  facred  funAions.  The  FUrem^ 
iines^'  who  feem  originally  to  have  embraced  the  papal  caufey 
only  becaufe  it  was  leaft  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  were  far 
from  being  intimidated  by  its  thunders ;  and  Flortnct  conti- 
nued under  the  interdid:  for  three  years,  io  that  it  is  doubtful, 
fays  their  hifiorian,  which  was  mofl  prevalent,  the  obftinacy 
of  the  pontiff,  or  the  perfeverance  of  the  citizens. 

The  differences  between  the  Guelphs  and  Gibelins  in  Itafy^ 
under  this  pope,  who  filled  the  papal  chair  four  years,  raged 
^airs  of  "^^""^  ^^^^^  ^^^^*    '^^  Florentines  offered  again  to  afEft  their 
lui'caoy.  friends  of  B^%na  againft  their  adverfaries  with  troops |    but 
the  Bolognefe  refufed  to  admit  them  into  their  city.     The 
Plfaru  agam  expelled  the  Guelphs  cut  of  their  territory,  and 
they  found  fhelter  in  Florence  and  Lucca.     Their  chief  was 
count  Vgolinij  a  man  of  vafl  confequence  in  Tufcany ;    and, 
notwithftanding  the  repeated  menaces  of  the  pope,  the  /Z9- 
rentines  and  Lucquefe  put  him  at  the  head  of  an  army,  with 
ivhich  he  laid  wafte  the  eftates  of  hb  enemies  to  the  very 
gates  of  Pifa.    The  pope  at  this  time  was  holding  the  coun- 
cil of  Lyons  %  and  growing  daily  more  and  more  uneafy  at  the 
power  of  Charles  of  Jnjou^  he  wrote  to  the  eledors  of  the 
empire,  commanding  tbem  to  chufe  an  emperor,  as  that  dig- 
nity had  been  in  fa^  vacant  fifteen  years;  threatening^  if 
they  did  not  agree  in  their  eIe<5lioa,  to  give,  by  his  own  au- 
Count  of    ^l^or^7«  ^  1^^^^  ^^  ^^  empir^.     Their  choice  fell  upon  Bm^ 
Hapfburg  ^^P^  of  Hapjburg^  anceftor  to  the  prefent  houfe  of  Aujhria^ 
xhofenm*  chiefly  becaufe  t^  Hf^  fo  inconfideiable  a  prlQce^  that  the 
^or.  3  deOora 
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etedors  had  nothJi^  to  fear  from  his  power.  This  t\t&\on 
happteed  in  the  year  1 27  3;  and  the  following  year  it  wa« 
confirmed  by  the  pope^  whofe  frieiidfhip  Was  of  gteat  fcrViGe 
to  Rodolph. 

Thk  imperial  dignity  being  «oW  filled,  Clforks  of  JnfoUf  Florence 
\\ng  of  Naples^  had  no  farther  pretext  for  ading  under  \h^  under  an 
pope  as  imperial  vicar  iri  Tufcan^i  and  thi?  was  thought  to  be  inttrdiS. 
the  great  view  the  pope  bad  iti  haftenihg  the  eledion  of  an 
emperor  "*.     G^egOfy  however  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
remove   his    interdid  from   the  FlorektiHeSy    though  by  thd 
fwelling  of  the  Amo  he  was  obliged,  upon  his  returil  out  of 
France^  topafs,  againft  his  will,  fotne  days  itI  Plonnce.     All 
he  could  be  prevailed  on  to  do  was  to  give  the  people  there 
hb   benedidion,    but  without  remitting   their  punifliment. 
Removing  from  Florence  to  ArezzOy  he  there  fell  fick,  and  Death  c/ 
<lied  \n  ii-jb.    He  was  fucceeded  by  Innocent  V,  who  took  off  the  pope. 
his  predeceflbr's  interdiik  from  Florence.    The  war  between  l^ttr  with 
the  Florentines  and  the  Pifans  ftill  continued  ;  and  the  latter  tit  Pifaps, 
had,  with    incredible  labour,  cut   a   ditch,    which  divided 
the  territories  of  th6  two  republics,  and  terminated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Arno.    This  ditch  was  fortified  at  certain  dif« 
tances  with  towers,   and  for  fome  years  it  was  of  vaft  fet- 
vice  to  the  Pifam  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Florentines. 
The  latter  however  at  laft  difcovered,  in  a  dry  feafon,  that     ' 
they  could  pafs  it  by  the  channel  of  the^m^,  which  they  did 
with  a  body  of  horfe,  and  (urprifing  the  Pifans^  they  and 
their  faithfuJ  allies  the  Lucquift  cut  in  pieces  great  numbers 
of  them,  and  drove  the  others  to  the  gates  of  Pifa,     The 
allies  then  plundered  all  that  rich  territory ;  and  were  making 
difpofitions  for  befieging  Pifa  itfelf,  when  the  pope,  by  his 
legate,  one  Valofco  a  Spaniard^  forced  both  parties  into  an 
accommodation,   by  which   count  Ugolini   and   his   friends 
were  reinftated  in  their  former  honours  and  poileffions  in 
Pifa  ;    and  all  the  other  matters  of  controverfy  between  the 
two  republics  were  referred  to  his  holinefe. 

INNOCENT  dying  in  the  fourth  month  of  his  pontiff-  Adrian  V* 
cate,  he  was  fucceeded  by  Adrian  V.  who  lived  but  a  few  chofinpopef 
days  after  his  eleftioii;    and  his  fucccflbr,  John  XXI.  y^izsandis  the 
killed  by  an  accident  at  Viterboy  in  the  fucth  month  of  his  pon-^*^^  '*' 
tjficate  :     thus  four  popes  died  in  three  years.     The  next  ^hreeyearu 
pope  was  Nicholas  III.  an  Italian^  of  the  noble  houfe  of  l/r- 
Jiniy  whowaschofen  in  the  year  1277.     This  fpirited  pon» 
tiff  followed  the  plan  chalked  out  by  Gregory  X.  for  reducing 
the  power  of  Charles  of  Anjou  and  the  French  faction  in  Itafy^  and 

^  Arbtinf,  pag.  52. 
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clq)rived  him  not  only  of  his  dignity  of  Roman  (enator,  but 
of  the  vicariate  of  Tufcany.  His  bolinefs,  at  the  fame  time, 
put  his  kinfman  Bertolo  Urjini  at  the  head  of  fome  troops,  to 
give  the  greater  weight  to  the  papal  authority ;  and  fent 
his  legate  Latino^  who  was  very  popular  in  Tufcany^  to  re- 
concile all  the  jarring  interefts  there*  Th^  legate  was  a 
man  of  great  addrefs  \  and  finding  that  the  extravagance  and 
haughtinefs  of  fome  of  t\\t  Florentine  nobility  had  difgufled 
'  the  magiftracy,  he  artfully  brought  the  latter  over  to  agree 

to  the  recalling  the  exiled  Gtbelins^  by  which  he  coaciltated 
all  parties  in  the  city  to  each  other.    After  this,  to  make 
the  reconciliation  more  lading,  he  prevailed  on  the  heads  of 
each  fa£lion  publicly  to  embrace  one  another,  and  to  give 
reciprocal  fecurities  for  preferving  the  tranquility  of  the  (late. 
His  legate  He  then  new  modelled  the  Florentine  government,  by  aeat- 
newmodels^x^g  a  magiflracy  of  fourteen  perfons,  chofen  indifFerently  out 
the  Flo-     Qf  IjqjIi  parties  j  ordered  all  the  records  and  fentences  againft 
rcntinc^o-  ^.j^^  exiles  to  be  cancelled,  and  dcftroycd  and  took  fuch  other 
n)ernment>  prudent  meafures,  that  they  were  reftorcd  to  their  eftates  and 
honours.     In  this   reconciliation  fo  much   good    faith  wa^ 
obferved,    that  all  the  exiles  returned  to  Florence<^    except 
about  fixty  families,  whom  the  pope  detained    near  Romt 
for  a  (hort  time,  till  the  accommodation  (hould  be  fully 
edabliflied.    But  the  tntereft  of  the  holy  fee  was  not  forgot 
in   this  negotiation :     fame    forts  or  caftles,    as   they   are 
called,  were  put  jnto  the  hands  of  his  holinefs,  ain!  Florenct 
was  obliged  to  receive  from  him  every  two  years  its  magi- 
flracy. 

S    E^C   T.      III. 

Containing  the  Hijlory  of  Florence,  after  the  new 
Plan  of  their  Republic  took  place ;  their  ff^ars  with 
the  Piians,  and  Arczzians,  and  other  Italian  States  \ 
the  Inftitution  of  the  Office  of  Gonfalonier  j  and  their 
Revolutions  till  the  Tear  1300. 

Charles  ^tT  is  foroewhat  furprifing  that  a, prince,  fo  ambitious  and 
Anjou  re-  •*•  powerful  as  Charles  of  Anjou  was,  (hould,  fo  quietly  as  he 
fyns  the  did^  refign  the  vicariate  of  I'ufcany^  by  which  he  had  been 
'^^^'^^  enabled  to  do  fo  many  great  things,  cfpeclally  when  we  con- 
^Tul*  ^jj^j.  jjjg  weaknefs  of  the  emperor  Rodolph^  and  the  yet  un- 
cany.  /ettled  flatc  of  his  government.  But  Charles^  perceived  the 
French  growing  every  day  more  and  more  odious  in  Italy^ 
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and  yet  he  could  cruft  no  others,  nor  was  his  own  govern- 
ment over  Naples  and  Sicily  fo  fecure  as  not  to  be  (haken  by 
the  papal  Ailminations.  Such  were  the  condderations  that 
determinhi  him  to  make  no  refiftance,  and  to  draw  his  troops 
out  of  Tufcany.  As  to  the  Flcrentines^  the  comprehenfwe 
fyftcm  which  had  taken  place,  left  them  little  to  fear  from 
the  power  of  the  pope,  if  he  had  inclined  to  make  a  bad 
life  of  it,  while  they  continued  unittd  amongft  themfelves, 
and  his  protedion  was  very  ufeful  to  them  againft  more  dan- 
gerous mafters.  For  two  years  the  government  of  Florena 
went  fo  fmoothlyon,  that  their  hifiorians  tellus  that  nothing  , 

memorable  at  home  happened  during  that  time. 

In  the  year  1281  pope  Nicholas  III.  died  of  an  apopledic 
fit  at  Viterbo\  and  diflFerences  arofe  to  fuch  a  height  in  the 
conclave  between  the  Italian  and  French  fa£lions,  that  the 
populace  breaking  into  it,  abufed  and  imprifoned  the  friends 
of  the  late  pope,  whom  they  hated  \    but  the  choice  at  laft 
fell  upon  a  French  cardinal  *,  who  took  the  name  of  Mar^  Martin 
tin  IV.  and  was  a  dependent  of  Charles  of  Jnjou,    In  ih^lV.  cho/en.^ 
mean  while  the  emperor  Rodolph^  who  was  a  wife  and  zpope* 
brave  prince,  had,  by  the  conceffions  he  made  to  pope  A7- 
cbdlas  III.  got  pofleffion  of  the  government  of  Tufcany^  which 
he  managed  by  a  deputy.    This  deputy,  on  his  arrival,  found 
he  had  little  or  no  power  there,  efpecially  at  Florence  and 
Luccaj  and  raifed  a  body  of  Germans  to  enforce  obedience  to 
his  commands.     The  Florentines,   on  the  other  hand,    de- 
pended for  protcflion  on  the  new  pope,  and  his  countryman 
Charles  of  Anjou\    and  joining  with  the  Lucquefe,  who  ftiil 
more  violently  oppofed  the  imperial  authority,  they  took  and 
razed  to  the  ground  the  town  of  Pjf^ioy  or  Poggia,  becaufe  it 
was  in  that  intereft ;    but  the  affairs  of  the  pope,  and  his 
friend  Charles  of  Anjou,  taking  an  unfavourable  turn,   the 
Fhrentims  refumed  their  lifual  jealoufy  of  their  governors. 
Perceiving  the  pope  was  no  longer  able  to  protect  them 
againft  the  growing  power  of  the  emperor,   and  that  he 
fought  rather  to  put  them  up  to  fale  to  the  beft  bidder,  they 
again  changed  their  form  of  government,  and  abolifhed  the  ^^  p. 
authority  of  the  fourteen  magiftrates,  introduced  by  the  legate      ^a^ 
Latino.    In  their  room  they  chofe  for  their  magiftrates  three  ^^^^^^  fy 
eminent  citizens,  whom  they  called   the  prefidents  of  thcfi^^f 
artifts  ;    In  Latin^  priores  artium.     This  number  was  after-  /^//>  go- 
wards  enlarged  ;  and»  in  fad,  it  was  little  more  than  a  re-  <i;trnment^ 
oewal  of  their  mod  antient  form  of  government,  after  Flo- 
rence  afpircd  to  be  a  tepublic,  and  fomewhat  refembled  that 
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of  the  Antianu    This  form  was  chofen  as  being  the  moft  tU 
fedual  curb  upon  the  nobility  of  both  parties.    The  pfeli- 
dents  firft  chofen  were  men  of  plaiti,  fober  fenfe,  and  the 
mod  difttngui(hed  for  indu(lry>  frugalirty,  and  fimplicity  of 
manners,   and  coirfequently  for  pacific  dirpofitioiis*'    Ihdr 
names  were  Bertoh  Bardie  who  Was  of  a  noble  family,  and 
very  rich  ;    RoJ/o  BacareUiy  and  Sahto  Clari  fefome,    Thof«f 
three  magiflrates  were  obliged  conftantly  to  refide,  or  rather 
to  be  imprifoned,    in  the  town-houfe,   or  guild-- hall,,  with- 
out being  luffered   all  the  time  of  their  magiftracy,-  which 
was  to  laft  two  months,   to  repair  to  their  private  houfes; 
In  other  refpe£te  they  were  not  unprovided  with  the  badges 
of  authority  :    their  table  and  all  their  expences  were  de- 
frayed by  the  public.     They  had  twenty-four  officers  allowed 
them,  of  whom  twelve  ferved  as  melTengers  or  beadles,  for 
convoking  the  citizens  to  the  public  hall,  and  for  executing 
the  inferior  duties  of  juftice.  As  to  the  prefidents  themfelves^ 
the  firft  charge  they  had  from  their  conftituents  was»  that 
during  the  time  of  their  magtftracy  they  Oiould  concern  them- 
felves  with  nothing  but  the  aflFairs  of  government.    When 
the  firft  two  months  of  this  new  conftitution  were  elapfed, 
fix  prefidents  were  chofen,  being  one  for  each  ward  in  the 
dty.      This  was   a  year  of   ^arcity  and   famine   in  the 
Florentine  ftate,  through  the  rains  and  inundations  that  had 
happened  during  the  feed- time. 
Affain  of      '^^^  Florentines  ftill  continuing  refraflory  to  the  imperial 
Italy,        authority,  about  this  time  received  into  their  city  the  fon 
of  Charles  of  Anjou^  in  iiis  return  from  France^  with  foine 
troops  to  his  father's  affiftance,  with  great  refpeA,  and  even 
lent  him  fix  hundred  horfe,  to  be  employed  in  his  Sicilian 
wars.    This  makes  it  neceflfary  for  us  briefly  to  recount  the 
hiftory  of  that  prince,  fo  far  as  it  is  immediately  conneSed 
with  that  of  Florence. 
andSxoHj.     '^^^  ^^^^^  fuccefs  of  the  crufades  in  the  Holy  Land,  bad 
at  this  time  cured  the  European  princes  of  that  paffion  >  but 
in  the  coqrfe  of  them  they  became  acquainted  with  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Greek  empire,  and' the  degeneracy  of  its  govern- 
ment ;  and  Charles  thought  that  it  would  be  no  difficult  attempt 
to  conquer  ConJlantinopU  itfelf,  provided  he  could  enfure  the 
quiet  or  his  regal  dominions  during  his  abfence.     Sidfy  had 
been  the  moft  refradory  ;  but  after  the  defeat  and  death  of 
Conradin  he  again  reduced  it ;    and  hib  thought  the  only  way 
to  preferve  the  natives  in  fubje^on,  was  to  keep  them  in  mi- 
fery.    He  therefore  abandoned  that  noble  ifland  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  moft  rapacious  fet  of  men,  moft  of  t^m 
Froven^^  or  Frenchmen^  that  ever  dUgraced  the  human  ap- 
pearance. 
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pearance.  The  inlfamces  of  their  avarice,  lud,  and  cruethTt 
are  numerous,  and  deteftable  beyond  example.  y^y^/i^Pr^f/i^P 
a  gentleman  of  SaUrno^  of  a  good  eftate,  but  exercifing  at 
once  the  profeffions  of  law  and  medicine,  found  means  to 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  CharUs^s  defign  upon  Conftanti'- 
n9plt^  to  which  city  he  went  in  difguife,  and  had  an  inter- 
vievfr  with  the  emperor  Michael  Paleologus^  who  furnifhed 
him  wich  money,  and  encouraged  him  in  the  projefb  he  wa3 
mediuting.  He  had  the  like  interviews  with  PeUr  king  of 
ArragoHy  who  was  married  to  Conjlanccy  daughter  to  Man' 
'frid\  and  Proctdoi  who  was  devoted,  to  enthufiafm,  to  the 
memory  of  the  houfe  of  Suabioy  exhorted  him  fo  earnefily  to 
revenge  the  blood  of  Conradin^  that  that  prince  and  his 
queen  fell  in  with  all  his  views,  which  terminated  in  no  lefs 
tnan  a  general  maflacre  of  all  the  French  and  Provencals  in 
Sicify^  at  the  firft  knell  of  the  bell  that  was  to  call  the 
Sicilians  to  the  vefpers  the  third  day  zher  Eq/ierj  in  1282. 
It  is  almoft  incredible  that  a  projed  like  this,  fo  fhocking  in  its 
own  nature,  (bould  be  compiunicated  to  above  a  hundred  thou- 
iand  people  for  many  months  before  it  was  put  int6  execu- 
tion,  and  yet  be  kept  fo  inviolably  fecret,  that  not  ooe  of 
the  deftined  vidims  came  to  the  knowledge  of  it^  or  fo  much 
98  f^fpeided  themfelves  to  be  in  danger.  No  fooner  did  the  fa- 
tal knell  found  th^  the  trs^edy  began)  and  fo  fyrioufly  incenfed 
were  the  iijgnders  at  their  tyrants,  th^t  the}'  even  mafiacred 
ibch  of  their  own  daughters  as  werp  pregnant  by  Frenchmen^ 
Above  eight  tboufand  were  ipaflacred  on  this  occafion.  In 
the  mean  while  Peter  of  Arragon^  under  pretence  of  an  expe- 
dftion  to  Africa^  bad  fitted  out  a  fleet  to  fupport  the  revolt 
of  the  Siciliansy  and  the  right  of  his  wife  to  that  ifland* 

CHARLES  of  Anjetiy  according  to  the  Florentine  hifto*  o-  # 
rians,  was  in /^^i»^^^  to  join  his  Ton,  when  he  heard  ofj^*^^"^ 
this  difmal  revolution ;   but  immediately  returning  to  Naples^  ' 

he  went  from  Reggio  to  Sicily^  where  he  laid  (lege  to  Mejfwa^ 
the  Florentine  auxiliaries  ferving  under  him.  The  fiege  was  vi- 
gorouflyprefled,  and  the  place  as  vigoroufly  defended,  till  it  was 
relieved  by  Pefer  of  Arragon,  who  obliged  Charles  to  make  a 
precipiute  retreat  to  his  (hips.  All  the  lofs  the  Florentines  c^JIfiei  is 
fiiftained  on  this  occafion  was  a  (bite  tent,  and  their  troops  rai/edp 
are  faid  to  have  returned  undimini(bed  home,  where  they 
were  received  with  great  joy. 

FLORENCE  at  this  time  enjoyed  an  uncommon  degree  «  ^ 
of  tranquility,  confidcring  the  commotions  th?it  P^^vailcd  ^^^JJJ^^ 
through  all  the  reft  of  Italy ^  and  began  to  make  no  inconfi-'pjjj,^'(j^.p 
derable  progrefs  in  thofe  fine  arts  th^t  afterwards  fo  greatly 
diftingui(hed  her.    The  imperial  deputy  in  tufcany^  who 
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fccms  never  to  have  ventured  himfelf  within  the  walls,  of 
Florence^    not  being   fupported  by  his  mafter,   had  defifled 
from  harraffing  the  citizens,  who,   on   the  return   of  their 
cavalry  from  Sicily^    held  a  kind  of  jubilee,    by  exhibiung 
plays  and  pageants,  and  entertainments  of  all  kinds,  at  which 
both  fexes  appeared  magnificently  dreft,  the  men  in  a  white 
uniform,  and  the  women  in  their  richeft  appareL 
TheGe-        The  next  year,  1283,  was  obferved  to  have  been  a  bufy 
notkjotH  year  amongft  the  Florentines^  between  whom  and  the  Pifans 
the  Flo-      jhe  old  animofities  ftill  fubfifted.     The  Genoefe  at  this  time 
rcntines     u^g^jj  to  make  fo  great  a  figure  at  fea,  that  they  had  de- 
p^^      feated  the  Pifans  on  that  element,  and  the  Florentines  thought 
that  a  lucky  opportunity  then  prefented  for  ruining  tbe  power 
of  Pifa\  both  by  fea  and  land,  by  entering  into  a  league 
with  the  Genoefe.    They  had  received  frefh  provocation,  by 
the  affiftance  the  Pifans  had  given  to  the  imperial  deputy, 
and  by  their  invafions  upon  the  properties  of  the  Florentine 
allies  ;  at  lead,  thofe  were  made  tbe  pretexts  for  war.     The 
Lucquefy  who  likewife  had  their  quarrels  with   the  Pifans^ 
came  into  the  fame  confederacy,  as  did  feveral  other  petty 
flates,    and  the   ftorm   fell  at  once  upon  Pifa  by  fea  and 
land;    the  allied  army  carrying  fire  and  fword  to.  the  walls 
of  that  city,   and  the  Genoefe  fleet  deftroying  their  coafts. 
It  does  not  however  appear,  that  the  allies  this  year  obtained 
any  other  conquefts  than  thofe  over  the  open  country  oiPifa  ; 
for  they  returned  hon^e  with  a  refolution  to  befiege  that  city 
next  year  with  greater  effedl.     The  confternation  however 
into  which    the  Pifans  were  thrown,   gave  count  JJgolini^ 
whom  we  have  already  mentioned,  an  opportunity  to  become 
mafter  of  Pifa^  and  he  undertook  to  pacify  the  Florentines^ 
with  whom  he  faid  his  countrymen  had  no  differences,  but 
the  idle  fantafiical  diftin(^ions  of  party.     By  his  addrefs  Flo- 
rence was  detached  from  the  confederacy,  and  the  weight  of 
the  war  fell  upon  the  Genoefe  and  the  Lucquefe^  by  which,  in 
all  probability,  Pifa  was  faved  from  deftrudion. 
yi&^Flo-        Tranquility  being  thus  again  reftorcd  to  Florence^  her 
renunes     inhabitants  wifely  again  applied  themfelves  to  the  arts  of 
adti'vate    peace,  which,  by  making  their  city  rich,  rendered  it  fo  po- 
tbe  arts  ©/'pulous  that  they  were  obliged  to  extend  its  walb.    Public 
pace.       -roads  were  laid  out  leading  to  the  Cafantino^  to  Bologna^  to 
PratOf  and  Pifloiay  and  each  of  thofe  roads  terminated  in  a 
moft  magnificent  gate  of  the  city.    Tbe  Florentines^  at  the 
fame  time,  ere£led  pleafure-houfes,  for  the  firft  time,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  ^r;?^;   and  thefe  e;icreafed  fo  much,  that 
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tficy  afterwards  became  part  of  the  city,  and  were  equally 
well  fortified:  here  like  wife  three  magnificent  gates  were 
ercf^ed,  anfwering  to  three  public  roads,  or  caufeways,  lead- 
ing to -P^,  Sienna^  and  Arexxo.  This  yQzr  Charles  of  jfnjou 
died,  after  lofing  Sicily,  and  feeing  his  fon  the  prince  of  5^- 
liTM  a  prifoner  in  the  hands  of  his  capital  enemy,  Peter  of 
Aragofiy  who  could  not,  for  all  that,  make  himfelf  mafter  of 
Naples.^  to  which  he  had  the  fame  title  9  to  Sicily. 

The  tranquility  of  Florence  was  at  laft  interrupted  by  the  Ambition 
ambition  of  the  bifhop  of  ^r^cz^,  who  feizcd  and  fortified  a  ^/"'^  ^'" 
flrong  caftle,  called  in  the  hiftory  of  the  times  Cecilia^  lying-^^  ^^ 
between  the  territories  of  Arezzo  and  Sienn'a^  with  a  view  oi^^^"^-^* 
over- awing  the  Siennefey  who,  refenting   this  encroachment, 
called  upon  the  Florentines  for  afliftance.  They  readily  fent  them 
auxiliaries ;   and  the  place,  which  was  naturally  very  ftrong, 
was  befieged  in  form,  the  prelate,  who  had  got  together  a  body 
of  troops,  not  daring  to  relieve  it.     The  gar ri fon  however 
made  a  vigorous  defence  for  five  months,  when,  being  preft 
by  famine,    they  endeavoured  to  efcape  :    but  being  inter- 
cepted by  their  enemies,  moft  of  them  were  cut  in  pieces, 
and  the  caftle  itfelf  was  razed  to  the  ground,  fo  that  fcarcely 
any  memorial  of  it  now  remains. 

,     HONORIUS  IV.  Sin  Italian,  of  the  houfe  of  Savelli,  was 
now  pope.    The  emperor  Redolph  had  hitherto  gained  little 
or  nothing  by  his  pretended  fuperiority  over /V^r^wr^ ;    and 
this  pope  is  4id  to  have  encouraged  him  to  make  Fofcano^ 
a  TuJTcan  nobleman,  his  deputy  or  governor  there.     Fofcano 
accordingly  repaired  to  Florence^  and  tried  all  the  foothing 
arts  he  was  mafter  of,  to  induce  them  to  fubmit  to  the  im- 
perial authority:    but  all  was  .in  vain;    both  the  Florentines 
and   the  Arezzians  appeared    more  determined    than    ever 
againft  any  fuch  fubje<ftion,  affd  Fofcano  was  obliged  to  leave 
Tufcany^  greatly  mortified  by  his  ill  fuccefs.     The  Arezzians^ 
about  this  time,  in  imitation  of  the  Florentines,  had  put  them- 
felvcs  under  the  prote^ion  of  one  Guelfo,  whom  they  created 
their  prefident  of  the  artifts.     This  perfon,  who  was  a  fworn  Bijh<^p  of 
enemy  to  the  nobility,   not  only  expelled   them  from  the  Arezzo 
city,  but,  wherever  he  could,  levelled  their*  caftles  and  ihQ\t  befieged 
houfes  to  the  ground,  and  at  laft  befieged  Civitella,  the  re-  h  the 
iidence  of  the  bi(hop,  whofc  name  was  WilUamy  and  who  <juelphs, 
was  himfelf  a  noble  Arezzian^,     This  violence  and  barbarity 
united  in  one  common  intcreft  the  Arezzian  nobility,  though 
before  greatly  divided  amongft  themfelves ;    and  they  drove 
the  prefident  and  his  army  back  into  the  city,*  which  they 
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took,  dividing  amongft  themfelves  all  the  properties  of  thdr 
enemies.     As  to  the  prefident,  they  put  out  his  eyes,  and 
expofed  him  to  all  manner  of  public  contempt.     By  this 
means  the  bi(hop,  at  the  head  of  his  own  famiJy,  the  PaGi^ 
and  that  of  the  Ubertinu  became  mailer  tX  Arezzo^  and  ex- 
pelled from  thence  all  the  commons,  and  fuch  of  the  nobi- 
lity as  had  formerly  oppofed  him,  or  had  only  occafionally 
joined  him.  Thefe  applied,  in  the  mod  pathetic  manner,  for 
aflUhmce  to  the  Flortntina^  who,  nobly  mindful  of  the  long 
fubfifting  friend(hip  between  the  two  dates,  immediately  called 
together  the  deputies  of  the  Lucquefe^  and  their  other  allies* 
and  it  was  agreed  to  lend  the  Arez^am  eighty  horfe  for  their 
ha  takes    affifiance,  fifty  of  whom  they  immediately  received.     This 
Arezzo.     reinforcement  enabled  the  Arezzian  exiles  to  make  incurfions 
to  the  very  walls  of  Arezzoy   and  to  renew  the  w^u-.    The 
bifliop,  on  his  part,  called  to  his  affifiance  all  his  confederates, 
amongft  whom  were  many  difcontented  Florentines.     Next 
year  the  war  between  Arezxo  and  Florence  was  renewed  with 
greater  fury  than  ever.     The  Siennefe  on  this  occafion  joined 
the  Plorfntinesy  whofe  warlike  preparations  were  greater  than 
had  been  known  fmce  their  defeat  at  Arbe.    Tbc  Arezzians 
were  likewife  very  powerful,  through  great  numbers,of  exiles, 
or  rather  malcontents,  who  joined  them«     Thefe  generally 
were  nobility,  who,  difliking  popular  government,  retired  to 
the  country,   where,  having  great  eftates  and  followings^ 
. ,  they  lived  in  a  kind  of  an  independency  upon  the  civil  go- 
^tfr  w//  vernment.     The  Florentine  army  fct  out  on  its  march  the  laft 
aians'^^  day  of  Maj^  and  reduced  a  great  many  ftrong  places,  parti- 
cularly LaUrim^  in  their  march  to  Arezzo^  which  they  at 
)aft  ftraitly  befieged.    Not  being  able  to  take  the  place,  the 
Siennefe  and  Florentines  agreed  to  return  home,  each  by  the 
road  leading  to  their  own  city.     Their  feparation  gave  the 
befieged  Arezzians  an  opportunity  to  make  a  (ally  upon  the 
Siennefe^  who  were  completely  defeated  ;  and  the  Florentines 
thought  proper,  after  fome  confultation,  to  leave  their  ca- 
valry at  Laterino,  to  refirain  the  excurfions  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  return  home  with  their  infantry. 
Affairs  of      The  Florentines  may,  at  this  time,  be  faid  to  have  been 
Pifa.         the  patrons  of  popular  liberty,  not  only  in  7«/^^,  but  all 
over  Italy.    Count  Ugolim  having  expelled  the  heads  of  the 
people  out  of  Pifa^   particularly  another  UgoGnij  his  kinf- 
man,  the  exiles  applied  to  the  Florentines^  who  gave  them 
affiftance  and  fupport  againft  their  enemies.    In  the  mean 
while  the  biOiop  of  Arezzo^  and  his  fadion,  had  driven  the 
banifbed  Arezzians  into  fuch  difirefies,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  ibut  themfelves  up  within  the  walls  of  Carciano^  where 
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tliey  muft  have  fuirendered  themfelves,  had  they  not  applied 
by  their  deputies  to  the  Florentines  for  affiftance,  which  was 
inftamly  fent  them,  without  waiting,   as  ufual,  to  confute  f^^  p]q. 
with  their  allies.     This  generous  reinforcement  confifted  of  rentioes 
eight  hundred  Florentine  and  two  hfUndred  mercenary  \\oxk^  fuccour  the 
aiM  four  thoufand  foot.    The  vaft  expedition  with  which  this  Arezzian 
army  was  raifed,  is  a  proof  of  the  excellent  government  on-  Gaelphs ; 
der  which  the  Florentine  ftate  then  was.     Upon  their  approach 
the  Artaasiam  raifed  the  (iege,  and  returned  to  Are%%Oy  where 
they  Kccived  fuch  reinforcements  as  rendered  them  {greatly 
fiiperior  to  the  Florentines.    The  latter  having  gained   the 
fnain  end  of  their  expedition,  which  was  the  relief  of  their     \ 
allies,  kept  upon  the  defenfiye  at  Laterino,    This  gave  their 
enemies  an  opportutiity  of  extending  their  incurfions  even  to 
Florence  itfelf ;  and  at  laft  they  laid  fiege  to  Varico^  and  laid 
every  thing  wade  with  fire  and  fword  to  Cellina^  which  was 
but  ieven  miles  from  Florence.     The  government  there,  un- 
derftandinff  that  many  of  their  difcontented  nobility  were  in 
the  jfrezziOH  army,  were  fufptcious  of  a  correfpondeoce  be- 
tween them  and  their  friends  in  the  city,  and  therefore  re- 
doubled their  vigilance,  without  indulging  their  young  citi- 
zens in  the  great  defire  they  exprefled  to  fally  out  and  attack 
the  enemy,  who  loon  after  raifed  the  fiege  of  f^arico,  and  re-    ^'  ^' 
turned  home  loaded  with  plunder.  '^^^' 

Next  year,  in  the  fpring,  the  Florentines  meditated  a  fe-  and  make 
vere  revenge  againft  the  Arezsdans  for  all  their  fuiFerings,  and  a  league 
convoked  a  general  affembly  of  their  allies,  who  were  the  againjfi  the 
Siennefe^  the  Lucquefe^  the  f^olterrans^  the  Pifioians,  the  Pra-  Arezzians, 
tonefof  and  feveral  others.     All  tbefe  petty  ftates,  as  well  as 
Florence  and  the  greater  ones,  bad  by  this  time  entered  into 
a  kind  of  compromife  with  the  emperor  Rodolph  (who  found 
himfelf  unable  to  reduce  them)  for  their  liberties,  which  con- 
'  iifted  in  the  power  of  ele^ng  their  own  magiftrates,  railing 
their  own  troops,  coining  money,  and  modelKng  their  own 
forms  of  government.    Thofe  privileges  gave  them  as  much 
independence  as  the  Emperor  could  beftow,  and  they  are  faid 
to  have  been  purchafed  by  the  Florentines  at  the  expence  of 
forty  thoufand  golden  ducats.    This  fum  is  a  proof  of  the 
wealth  and  importance  of  Florence  at  this  time,  as  Lucca  gave 
but  twelve  thoufand,  and  Genoa  and  Bologna  but  fix  thoufand 
each,  for  the  fame  privileges. 

All  the  allies  had  their  particular  caufes  of  hatred  towards  ivho defend 
the  jfrezsuans^  who,  on  their  fide,  were  very  powerful  1'hey  them/el^ves. 
were  Joined  hy  Guide  Ferentina^  who  was  at  that  time  mafter 
of  Pffa^  and  bv  great  numbersof  noblemen  fromUmiria  and 
Pieento^  ahd  all  tht  Florentine  malcontcnte.    Arezzo  was  the 
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rendezvous  of  their  army.     The  bifliop  continued  to  be  its 

fcncral,  and  he  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  the  powerful  fami^ 
ics  of  thePtf^/,  Ubertiniy  and  Tarlati,     The  opening  of  the 
campaign  was  attended,  on  the  part  of  the  Florentines^  by  the 
arrival  of  the  prince  of  Salerno^  {on  to  Charles  of  Anjou^  in 
their  city.     This  prince  had  regained  his  liberty  by  the  fa- 
vour of  queen  Conjlance^  and  feems  to  have  come  to  Fl&rence^ 
in  his  way  to  Rome^  chiefly  to  know  what  ailiflance  he  could 
depend  upon  from  the  Florentines  for  recovering  his  father's 
crown.     He  was  received  in  that  city  with  extraordinary  re- 
fpe6^ ;  but  that  was  all  he  obtained,  excepting  a  ftrong  cfcorte 
oiFloreraine  horfe,  who  attended  him  to  the  Si ennefe  territo- 
ries, to  proteft  him  from  the  infults  of  the  Jrezzianj.  Charles^ 
before  his  departure,  recommended  to  them  an  experienced 
officer,  jfmerigOy  (perhaps  Americo^  of  Narbonne^  and  the  an- 
ccftor  of  the  famous  navigator  Americus^  who  was  9  Floren- 
tine) to  the  Florentines  for  their  general.     They  accepted  of 
this  recommendation ;  but  nominated  a  council  of  fix  of  their 
moft  eminent  citizens,  who  were  to  attend  him  in  the  nature 
of  field -deputies,  and  who  were  to  approve  of  his  operations. 
A  council  of  war  being  held,  it  was  agreed  that  the  army 
ihould  crofs  the  Arno^  and  march  by  the  Cafantino^  by  which 
they  fell  into  ^<?x;WA?'8.  eftates,  and  deftroyed  them,  he  having 
always^  taken  part  with  their  enemies.     As  the  Arezsdans  had 
cxpeiSed  the  Florentines^  as  ufual,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Arno^  the  latter  had  fufficient  time  for  revenging  upon  their 
territories,  towards  the  Cafantino^  all  the  devaflations  they  bad 
committed  upon  thofe  of  Florence  the  year  before.  The  Arez- 
zians  were  furprifed  at  the  boldnefs  of  their  enemy's  march 
through  fo  mountainous  a  country ;  the  fird  intimation  of 
which  they  had  was  from  the  peafants,  who  fled  in  confter- 
nation  from  the  defolated  eftates  to  Are%%o  ^,    The  Arezzian  ^ 
army,  upon  this  difmal  intelligence,  marched  to  Bibiennai 
their  numbers  being  ^ight  thoufand  foot  and  nine  hundred 
horfe,  commanded  by  the  bi&iop  and  Bono  of  Fer^trij   and 
other  excellent  officers.     This  army  waS  inferior  to  that  of 
their  enemies;  but  their  generals  had  (o  great  an  opinion  of 
its  difcipline  and  courage,  that  they  refolved  immediately  to 
give  battle,  and  were  met  with  equal  difpofitions  on  the  fide 
of   the  Florentines.     Both  armies  encountered  on  a  plain, 
called  by  the  inhabitants  Campaldini ;  and  neither  interrupted 
the  other   in  forming  its  order  of  battle.      The  Florentines 
placed  their  cavalry,  in  which  they  wepe  ftrong,  in  their  front. 
Their  intantry  formed  the  fecond  line ;  and  thofe  two  firft 
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lines  were  flanked  by  archers,  and  fuch  of  the  foot  as  carried  . 
(hields,  called  in  Latin  fcutati»  A  body  of  referve  of  the 
Pijioians,  and  their  other  allies,  under  Cur/io  Donatio  a  Flo^ 
rentine  knight,  formed  the  third  line.  The  difpofition  of  the 
Jrezsuans  Was  tKe  fame  ^  but  their  troops  were  out-fianked  by 
thofeof  Xht  Florentines. 

Both  armies  being  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  a  Floren-  NabU  be* 
itne  nobleman,  one  Varia  Circuity  a  man  of  great  quality  and  ha^viout  of 
fortune,  fct  an  example  of  patriotifm  and  magnanimity,  far  ^.  Floren- 
more  inftru£live  to  a  generous  mind  than  the  relations  of  ""^  *^^^' 
battles,  and  other  operations  of  war.  By  the  poft  he  held  in  ^''^^' 
the  army,  he  was  to  chufe  the  fquadron  of  horfe  that  was  to 
form  the  van,  and  to  guard  the  grand  (landard ;  a  fervice  fo 
dangerous,  that  the  boldeft  in  their  army  feemed  to  {brink 
from  \x.  Vario  being  required  to  name  his  men,  named  firft 
himfelf  (though  he  was  then  ill  of  the  gout),  then  his  fon, 
and  then  his  grandfon  \  but  refufed  to  name  any  more,  giving 
for  his  reafon,  that  **  they  who  loved  their  country  would 
offer  themfelves.''  This  generous  declaration  produced  fuch 
emulation  through  the  FUrentineSy  that  they  crouded  for  the 
glory  of  ferving  in  the  van,  which  that  day  confiiled  of  one 
hundred  and  fi^  horfemen,  of  whom  twenty  were  knighted 
on  the  field  of  battle,  Th^Arexzian  cavalry,  being  better 
armed  and  difciplined,  made  fo  furious  a  charge  on  that  of 
their  enemies,  that  they  drove  them  back  on  their  infantry  ; 
but  the  Arezzians  incautioufly  continuing  their  purfuit,  they . 
were,  in  a  manner,  inclofed  by  the  right  and  left  flanks  of  the 
Flore^ine  army,  while  their  own  infantry  was  at  too  great  a 
diftance  to  fupport  them.  The  Arosczian  horfe,  however, 
made  fo  gallant  a  refiftance,  that  they  were  upon  the  point 
of  being  joined^  by  their  foot,  when  Curjio  Donatio  in  dlfobe- 
dience  of  his  orders,  charged  the  enemy  at  the  head  of  the 
Pift^ians  of  the  third  line,  with  this  noble,  expreflion,  •*  If 
we  die,  we  qan  fear  no  farther  penalty  ;  if  we  conquer,  let 
our  accufer  impeach  us  at  PiJioiaJ*  The  attack  he  made 
upon  the  Arezzians  was  fo  critical  and  well-judged,  that  it 
turned  the  fortune  of  the  day ;  for  the  Arezvuam  were  every 
where  cut  in  pieces,  or  betook  themfelves  to  flight.  Novelb 
was  amongft  the  firft  who  left  the  fi«ld,  which  the  bi{hopx>b* 
ftinately  E^ept,  though  he  mignt  have  retreated  with  fafety  to 
Bibiennoy  faying»  he  would  never  abandon  thofe  who  had 
followed  him  into  danger.  At  laft^  after  performing  amazing 
ads  of  valour,  he  was  killed,  together  with  Bono,  of  Feretri^ 
and  many  of  the  chief  Arezzian  nobility,  with  above  three 
thoufimd  of  their  comMon  oien^  and  about  two  thoufand 
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were  taken  prifoners.    This  battle  was  fought  on  the  eigh- 
teenth oijunifi  1287. 

The  above  account  of  this  memorable  battle,  taken  from 
Leonardi  Aretini^  agrees  perfcflly  well  with  the  relation  given 
^^T^Jr  ^^  it  by  Z>fl«/^*,  the  celebrated  poet,  who  was  then  a  young  man, 
and  that  day  ferved  in  the  Florentine  army.  He  fays,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  that  the  flaughter  made  of  the  enemy  threatened 
to  exterminate  the  Arexzian  name.  The  fruits  of  this  vi^- 
rv  were,  the  redudlion  of  the  town  of  Bibienna^  which  was 
difmantled,  and  other  places  belonging  to  the  Arezziam. 
Thofe  advantages  coft  the  viclors  dear,  becaufe,  had  they 
immediately  after  the  battle  marched  againft  Areazo^  that  city 
mud  have  fallen  into  their  hands ;  but  the  inhabitants  now 
gaining  eight  days,  in  which  they  recovered  from  their  con- 
iternation,  they  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence.  The/lb- 
rentines^  fenfible  of  the  overfight  they  had  committed,  fought 
to  repair  it ;  and  even  two  of  their  prefidents  went  into  the 
trenches,  a  thing  never  heard  of  before,  to  encourage  and 
dired  the  aflailants.  The  befieged,  however,  taking  advantage 
of  a  dark  tempeDuous  night,  fallied  out,  and  burnt  all  the 
wooden  towers  that  had  ^n  ere£led  by  the  befiegers,  who 
thereupon  returned  to  Florence^  where  they  were  received  in 
triumph ;  and  the  armour  of  the  Arezzian  bifhop  was  hung 
up  as  a  trophy  in  the  ancient  temple  oi  Mars^  When  the 
Florentine  magiftracy  wrote  or  fpoke  of  this  vidory  in  public, 
they  termed  it  their  viftory- over  the  Gibelinsy  left  theyihould 
ofiend  the  delicacy  of  their  Arezzian  friends. 

Thosc  fuccefles  feem  to  have  infpired  the  Florentinis^ith 
too  great  a  paffion  for  conqueft.  They  feot,  foon  after  their 
return,  two  thoufand  foot  and  four  hundred  horfe  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  Lucquefe  and  Pi/an  exiles,  without  having 
any  conne£lion  with  them,  but  as  they  were  fufieren  for  po- 
tempt  upon  ^\^^  government.  The  exiles,,  with  this  aflSftance,  wafted 
Arezzo.  the  P//&«  territory ;  but  could  not  take  that  city. ,  Tarlatiy  a 
nobleman  of  great  diftindion,  was  .then  mafter  of  Arezz9y 
which  the  malcontents  within  the  city  had  agreed  to  betray  to 
the  Florentines^  who  for  that  purpofe  fent  a  ftrong  body  of 
horfe  to  Civitella.  The  defign,  however,  was  difcovered  by 
one  of  the  confpirators,  who  bad  been  mortally  wounded^ 
to  a  prieft,  who  difcovered  it  to  Tarlati ;  and  fuch  meafures 
were  taken  for  the  defence  of  the  city,  that  the  Florentine 
troops  wete  obliged  to  return  home. 

A  VAST  improvement  of  the  Florentine  government  took 
place  this  year.  By  its  conftitution  the  nobility  was  not  ex- 
cluded from  pofts  of  power  and  truft  in  the  ftate  s  but  a 
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Ooibleman  who  was  qualified  to  be  a  magiftrate  of  Fhrena^ 
was  required  to  be  of  fome  particular  trade;  the  law  ex- 
cluding all  idle  perfons,  plebeians  as  well  as  nobles,  from  ' 
being  prefidents.  By  this  means  an  unnatural  kind  of  a  dif- 
tinSion  arofe  in  the  ftate,  that  between  property,  which  was 
in  the  nobles,  and  power,  which  was'  vefted  in  the  com- 
monerS)  or  rather  artifts ;  for  fo  the  Florentines  chofe  to  call 
all  kinds  of  tradefmen  and  merchants,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
feilbrs  of  the  finer  arts,  who  were  every  day  increafmg  in 
Florence.  Many  of  the  nobility,  about  this  time,  laying  out 
their  fortunes  in  commerce,  bad  great  returns  of  profit  from 
France^  England^  Germany^  and  other  nations.  The  riches 
they  acquir^  made  them  impatient  under  the  government  of 
thofe  whom  they  looked  upon  to  be  no  better  than  mechanics  ; 
and  /bmetimes  they  infuhed  them,  while  the  magiftrat^ 
were  deterred,  by  the  numerous  retinues  always  attending 
chofe  noblemen,  from  vindicating  their  own  authority.  For 
this  reafon  the  Florentines  chofe  a  new  magiftrate,  who  was 
CO  bear  the  ftandard  of  juftice,  and  who  afterwards  was  called 
the  Gonfalonier  of  Juftice;  and  his  office  was  to  call  the -^'!/^''^^'«^ 
people  out  to  attend  his  ftandard,  in  all  cafes  of  the  breach  ^^^ 
of  the  peace,  which  could  not  be  remedied  in  the  ordinary-^^''  ' 
court  of  juftice.  This  conftitution  took  place  feven  years  '*'^' 
after  that  of  the  prefidents  of  the  artifts ;  but  as  it  was  a  poft 
of  great  power,  the  Florentines  were  exceffively  jealous  of  the 
exercife  of  it,  and  limited  its  duration  in  one  peribn  to  two 
months,  and  none  but  a  plebeian  or  commoner  could  exerciic 
it.  Four  counfellors  were  appointed  to  affi^  him,  two  colo- 
nels to  ferve  under  him,  and  he  was  to  command  a  thoufand 
men,  who  were  chofen  out  of  the  different  wards  of  the  city. 
That  of  Scardi  fumifhed  two  hundred ;  that  of  Tran/amini 
two  hundred  ;  and  each  of  the  other  four  wards  one  hundred 
and  fifty.  Thofe  thoufand  foldiers  were  to  ferve  for  a  year, 
and  obliged,  when  required,  to  follow  the  ftandard  of  juftice. 
None  of  the  nobility  could  be  of  the  number,  and  fevere  penal- 
ties were  inflicted  on  all  who  (hould  obftruA  or  threaten  them. 
But  this  formidable  military  force  was  to  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  civil  magiftrate ;  nor  could  it  be  arrayed  by  the 
gonfalonier,  without  an  order  from  the  prefidents,  or  in  any 
other  cafe  but  in  that  abovementioned. 

The  Florentines  that  fame  year  gave  another  proof  ot Other  re- 
their  wife  vigilance  over  public  liberty,  by  making  a  law  ihdXgfdationu 
no  prefident  (hould  be  re-chofen  in  a  (horter  time  than  three 
years  after  his  former  magiftracy  was  expired.    The  reafon 
Aretin  ^  aiEgns  for  this  inftitution  is,  that  the  pofts  of  honour 

^  LEQNAaDi  Aretihs  Hift,  Flor.  p.  65.     lb.  p.  6f. 

in 


Digitized 


by  Google 


46  ^be  Hijlory  of  Florence. 

in  the  ftate  might  be  acccffiblc  to  the  greater  number  of 
citizens. 
j^  D^         While  the  Florentines  were  thus  concerting  the  means  of 
1288.'     preferving  their  conftitution,  they  flill  were   pofleffed  of  a 
Expedition  fpirit  for  foreign  conquefts ;  and  next  year,  viz.  1288,  they 
agmnft       again  invaded  the  territories  o^  Arezzo^  and  deftroyed  No-^ 
Arezzo.     vello^^  cftates  in  the  Cdfantino  ;  but  being  unable  to  take  AreTi-* 
zff^  they  and  their  confederates  returned  home,  after  an  un- 
manly expedition  againft  a  dcfencelefs  country.    The  feafon  of 
the  campaign,  however,  not  being  over,  at  their  return  they 
and  the  Lucquefe^  with  their  confederate  cities,  renewed  their 
league  with  the  Genoefe  againft  Pifa\  and  the  Gemefe  being  * 
pofleffed  of  forty  gallies,  thtPifanSy  who  were  their  rivak  in 
commerce,  received  many  fatal  blows.     Leghorn  at  that  time 
belonged  to  Pifa ;  and  the  confederates  not  only  took  it,  but 
funk  two  ihips  loaded  with  ballaft  in  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
'  hour,  to  obftrud  its  navigation.     The  Florentines^  we  are 

told,  at  the  fame  time  took  and  garrifoned  feveral  places  be- 
longing to  the  enemy  near  Arid.     But  no  fooner  did  the  Fl(^ 
rentine  army  return   home,  than  Guido  of  Feretri,  the  Pi/an 
general,  without  any  lofs,  retook  all  the  places  the  Pifans  had 
loft.     Not  contented  with  that,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  Guida 
furprifed  and  made  himfelf  matter  of  a  ftrong  fortification^ 
which  the  Florentines  had  erefted  near  Arid,     Till  that  time 
the  Florentines  had  ferved  in  the  wars  againft  Pifa  as  the  al- 
lies of  the  Lucquefe  \  but  they  now  declared  themfelves  to  be 
A.  D.     principals.  Their  military  virtues,  however,  at  this  period,  do 
1289.     not  appear  to  be^equal  to  tfaeir  civil ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth, 
the  art  of  war  was  then  very  low  allover  Italy.    Early  in  the 
Degeneracy  fpring  the  Florentines^  as  it  were,  ftung  with  rage,  fnatching 
of  military  yp  {hej^  arms,  again  invaded  the  territories  of  Pifa,  and,  as 
^virtue        ufual,  laid  wafte  the  open  country;  but  the  rains  prevented 
amc^gfi  the  ^^^^^  farther  progrefs,  and  they  were  obliged  to  return  home. 
Florcn-      Xhofe  and  the  other  expeditions  they  undertook  about  this 
^^^^ '        time  were  fo  tumultuary,  and  fo  ill-conduced,  that  the  names 
of  their  generals  are  not  prcfervcd  in  hiftory.    Upon  the  re- 
turn of  their  army  to  Florence^  the  Florentines  began  to  fee 
the  necei&ty  of  having  a  man  of  military  reputation  at  the 
head  of  their  .troops  \  but  they  feem  to  have  been  fomewhat 
Ihy  of  entrufting  fo  great  a  power  with  one  of  their  own 
countrymen.     They  therefore  chofe  Gentili  Urjinij  a  Roman 
nobleman,  to  be  their  general ;  and  he  brought  along  with 
him  fomedifciplined  troops  from  the  campania  of  Rome,   We 
their  idle    know,  however,  of  no  great  fuccefs  he  had  in  the  field ;  for 
exfedi-       though  the  Florentine  troops,  and  thofc  of  their  allies,  who 
tions,         now  joined  them,  were  very  numerous,  and  exafpcratcd  be- 
yond 
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yond  meafurc  againft  the  PifanSy  yet  Guido  of  Feretri^  who 
commanded  ziPifa^  giving  them  no  opportunity  to  fight,  all 
that  the  confederates  could  do  wai  to  infult  their  enemies 
within  their  walls,  renew  their  ravages  upon  the  open  coun- 
try, and  then  return  home. 

It  appears,  from  the  Florentine  hiftorians,  that  their  nobi- 
lity at  this  time  were  too  powerful  to  be  reftrained   by  the 
new  office  of  gonfalonier.     The  fpirit  of  crufading  was  then 
over  in  Italyy  and  it  was  filled  with  foldiers  of  fortune  and  idle 
people,  whom  the  great  riches  of  the  Florentine  nobility  ee- 
abled  to  take  into  their  pay;  and  thus  two  fa<3ions  ilill  con- 
tinued in  the  flate,  that  of  the^nobility,  and  that  of  the  ple- 
beians.    The  magiftracy  itfelf,  being  partly  compofed  of -no- 
bility, was  not  fufficiently  a£live  in  fupprefling  the  tyranny  of 
that  order,  and  every  day  produced  fome  new  infult  upon  the 
people;  fo  that  jt  was  evident  to  the  more  difcerning  FUren-  They  ex- 
ttnes^  diat  the  moment  the   nobility  were  united  amongft  dude  the 
fhcmfelves,  they  woiild  become  matters  of  the  government,  chief  nobi- 
On  the  other  hand,  one  cannot  read  the  Florentine  hiftorians  ^A^** 
of  thb  time,  without  more  than  fufpe<fting,  that  the  p^opl^  ^H -Z^^''' ^ 
were  too  much  intoxicated  with  the  thoughts  of  their  own  ^  '^^^^'" 
importance,  and  that^t hey  often  complained  without  rcafon. '^^  ' 
.  One  J^us  Labella^  of  a  decayed  but  iiluftrious  family  at  Flo-  hy  the  i/t- 
renciy  undertook  the  patronage  of  the  people  on  this  occ^-flue^e  cf 
fion :  and  perhaps  the  fallen  luftre  of  his  faaiily  fomewhat  in-  LabcIIa. 
fiuenced  his  acrimony  againft  the  powerful  nobility.     Being 
a  man  of  eloquence  and  abilities,  he  found  means  to  con- 
voke a  general   ailembiy  of  the  citizens  in  the  town-hall, 
where  he  laid  open  the  danger  the  liberties  of  the  people 
were  expofed  to  by  the  power  of  the  nobility,  and  propofed 
that  the  military  eftablifhment  under  the  gonfalonier  (hould 
be  increafed  to  four  thoufatid  men,  and  thar  he  ihoulcf  refide 
in  the  town-houfe  or  guild-hall  along  with  the  prefidents. 
He  likewiie  propofed  to  exclude  the  moft  powerful  of  the  no- 
bility, even  fuch  of  them  as  exercifed  trades,  from  being  . 
prefidents. 

This  fpeech  was  beard  with  great  applaufe,  and  agree* 
t^ ;  and  many  noble  families,  both  within  and  without  the 
city,  were  not  only  ioonlediatcly  difqualified  from  the  magif- 
tracy, but  the  prefidents  were  invefted  with  a  power  of  dis- 
qualifying otheis,  if  they  thought  proper.  When  the  next 
eleiSion  of  masiftrates  took  place,  Janus  was  chofen  a  pte»- 
fident,  and  Baldo  Ruffuli  gonfalonier.  Being  a  man  of  fpi- 
rit, and  having  now  four  thoufand  men  under  his  command, 
be  began  the  exercifeof  his  magiftracy.  with  an  a6t  of  juftite  ; 
for  hearing  that  a  plebeian  had  been  put  to  death  by  a  noble- 
man 
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man  of  the  family  of  the  Gallic  he  drove  them  out  of  thtf 
itate,  demolifhed  their  houfes,  and  laid  wafte  their  lands. 
This  vigour  ftruck  fuch  terror  into  the  nobility,  that  they 
grew  more  moderate ;  and  the  people  at  the  fame  time  began 
to  alter  their  fyftem,  which  hitherto  had  been  too  warlike. 
They  confidered  that  their  new  form  of  government  was  yet 
in  its  infancy,  and  that  their  nobility  always  gained  ground  in 
time  of  war ;  they  therefore  lifiened  to  a  propofal  for  peace 
made  by  the  Pifans  \  who  wfere  now  greatly  reduced.  This 
pacific  difpofition  of  the  Flonntines  aftoniflied  and  difcon- 
cerced  the  Lucquefe^  and  their  other  allies  \  but  all  their  re- 
monflrances  were  in  vain.  The  Florentines  named  two  of 
their  citizens,  Guadagni  and  Paradift^  for  their  plenipoten- 
tiaries, and  they  rather  prefcribed  than  made  a  peace.  Some 
of  the  terms  were,  that  all  the  exiled  P'lfam  fliould  be  rc- 
indated  in  their  fortunes  and  privileges ;  that  the  Pifans 
Ihould  chufe  their  magiftrates  only  from  the  ftates  that  were 
in  alliance  with  Florence ;  and  that  the  Florentines  (hould  have 
free  liberty  of  exporting  and  importing  their  commodities  to 
all  the  territories  and  harbours  belonging  to  Pifa^  It  was 
likewife  ftipulated,  thzt  Qui  do  of  Feretri  and  all  his  troop9 
(bould  be  difmifled  from  the  fervice  of  Pi/a, 
9^/^•  Those  ^nd  a  great  many  other  ftipulations  appeared  fa 

tranquility  hard  to  the  Pifans^  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  they  were 
and  mag'  carried  into  execution.  After  this,  Florence  enjoyed  a  (late  of 
nifieence,  tranquility  for  a  whole  year.  Two  Florentine  popes  were 
A.  D.  created  about  this  time,  CeUfiine  V.  and  Boniface  VIII.  The 
1291.  latter  was  one  Of  the  moft  haughty  pontiffs  that  ever  filled 
the  papal  throne.  About  the  fame  time  the  Florentines  built 
their  magnificent  church  of  the  Holy  Crofs  at  Fkrence^  in  a 
tafte  and  with  a  grandeur  uncommon  to  that  age.  They 
were,  however,  corrupted  by  the  profperity  and  tranquility 
they  enjoyed,  and  both  magiftracv  and  people  were  equally 
infeded.  The  great  credit  whicn  their  patriot  Lobelia  had 
now  obtained  in  the  government,  had  procured  him  vaft  envy 
jfrom  many  of  the  plebeians,  as  well  as  all  the  nobility ;  and 
his  enemies  had  intereft  enough  to  chufe  fome  of  their  own 
number  to  be  preftdents  of  the  republic.  A  fray  happened^ 
in  which  a  plebeian  was  killed ;  and  the  nobleman  who  bad 
been  tried  for  the  murder  was  acquitted,  after  a  legal  triaU 
This  acquittal  left  no  toom  for  the  interpofition  of  the  gon- 
falonier's power ;  but  thepeople^  running  to  arms,  accufed 
the  judges  of  corruption^  and  marched  to  Labella*s  houfe,. 
demanding  that  he  would  head  them.  His  advice  was,  that 
they  (hould  apply  to  the  prefidents,  and  obey  their  diredions** 
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The  headftrong  mob,  inflead  of  following  his  counfel,  ran' 
to  the  town-houfe,  broke  open  its  doors,  and  committing  a 
Vaft  number  of  other  violences,  the  enemies  of  Labella  pre- 
tended that  all  their  irregularities  had  proceeded  from  his 
direction.  They  were  fupported  by  the  great  credit  and  in- 
fluence of  the  nobility,  and  Labella  was  accufed  before  the 
prefidents,  who  were  his  enen:^ies,  of  treafon  againft  the  (late« 
His  authority  amongft  the  people  was  fo  great,  that  a  civil 
war  muft  have  enfued  ;  but  Labella  prevented  it  by  a  magna- 
nimity that  would  have  done  honour  to  the  greateft  patriot 
that  Greed  or  Rome  ever  produced,  by  chufmg  a  voluntary  Labella 
bani(hment,  tather  than  didurb  the  tranquility  of  the  ftate.  banijbedm 
Before  his  departure,  he  publicly  embraced  his  friends  in  the 
tnoft  aflPedlionate  tftanner,  bidding  them  adieu.  His  brother 
^add9  and  his  grandfon  Raimrio  were  banifhed  at  the  fame 
tiine,  and  their  eftates  aild  houfes  laid  wafte. 

This  ingratitude,  the  reigning  difeafe  of  popular  govern^  Dijentiom 
ihent,  had  almoft  ruined  the  republic  oi  Florence.     Labella  break  out 
Bad  always  been  confidered  as  the  bulwark  of  the  people  again  be* 
igainft  the  nobility,  who,  feeing  him  and  his  friends  driven ''^^^^ /^/ 
int6  banifhment,  thought  nothing  could  then  refift  them.**^^^^^^ 
They  met  in  a  body  j  they  agreed  to  compofe  all  differences  '^'  t^^t*^* 
amongft  themfelves,  to  lay  the  hardfliips  they  fuiFered  before 
the  maglftracy  ;  and,  if  they  did  not  find  redrefs,  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  force.    They  accordingly  made  their  application  to 
the  prefidelits ;  but  found  fo  obftinate  a  refiflance  on  the  part  ' 

c(  the  people,  that  they  called  out  their  followers,  and  put 
themfelves  in  arrhs.  They  were  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  the 
commons  by  the  beauty  of  their  horfes,  the  /plendour  of  their 
arms,  and  their  armorial  bearings,  which  were  richly  em- 
broidered on  their  upper  habits.  They  divided  themfelves 
into  three  bodies,  of  whom  one  took  its  ftand  at  the  ancient 
temple  of  Mars^  another  at  the  New  Exchange  or  Square, 
and  the  third  at  the  end  of  the  Upper  Bridge  acrofs  the  jlrno. 
The  people,  no  way  daunted  at  this  military  appearance, 
barricaded  the  ftreets ;  and  whenever  the  nobility  began  to 
move,  (howered  upon  them  darts  and  ftones  from  the  tops 
and  windows  of  their  houfes ;  fo  that  the  others  were  obliged 
to  remain  on  the  defenfive.  At  laft,  fome  moderate  citizens 
interpofmg,  the  nobility  laid  down  their  arms;  and  the  people, 
at  the  pe'rfuafion  of  the  prefidents,  gave  up  a  verjffew  incon- 
fiderablc  points ;  on  which  both  parties  retired  for  that  time 
in  peace.  Such,  howevj:r,was  the  antipathy  between  the  two 
Orders,  that  the  plebeians^  reflefling  on  what  they  had  done, 
upbraided  their  prefidents  with  the  conccffions  they  had  pre- 
vailed on  them  to  make ;  and  not  only  infulted  them  wheo 
•  Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXVI.  E  they 
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they  w)ent  out  of  their  cisice,  but  in  a  manDer  obliged  their 
fucceflbrs  to  revoke  all  the  conceffions  that  bad  been  made  to 
the  nobility. 
Labella'i        They  even  went  farther,  and,  according  to  their  ufual 
recal pro-   inconftancy,  they  propofed  the  recalling  Labella  from  banifh- 
pofed.         iiient.     They  attributed  to  his  abfence  all  the  late  attempts 
of  the  nobility ;    and   the  latter,  confidering  therofelves  as 
being  undone,  applied  for  proteftion  to  pope  Boniface  VIII. 
who,  glad  of  every  opportunity  to  exert  or  extend  his  power, 
ordered  the  people  of  Florence.^  on  pain  of  his  difplcafure,  not 
to  recal  Labella,  whom  he  termed   a  fomei^ter  of.  fedition 
amongft  the  citizens^  or  any  of  his  friends,  Xo.Florence.     The 
Florentinei  were  then  too  great  flave?  to  papal  power  to  difpute 
He  dies  in  this  order ;  ai\d  thus  that  worthy  patriot  was  fufFered  to  die 
exile,  in  exile,  his'verv  enemies  compaffionating  his  fate  ". 

^  P  An  interval  of  tranquillity  fuccceded  for  about  two  years, 

.  1208.     during  which  the  noble  genius  of  the /^/^r^w/fwif  plebeians  ap- 
MagHifi'    pearcd  with  amazing  luftre.     Their  firft  care  was  to  renew 
cent  ocfr/fi  their  engagements  with  the  neighbouring  ftaies,  and  they  took 
evened  by   Perugia  into  the  confederacy.     They  then  applied  themfelves 
tbe  Flo-     at  once  to  ftrengthen  and  to  adorn  their  ftate  and  city.     Tbey 
r^ntines,    buik  the  to>yns  of  S^  Giavanni  and  Franc9^  on  the  oppofite 
banks  of  the  Arm.    They  erefted,  for  the  refidencc  of  their 
prefidenis  and  magiftrates,  a  moft  magnificent  new  town- 
houfe,  their  former  one  beingtoo  weak  to  proteft  them  from 
the  infults  of  the  nobility.     This  palace,  the  nobleft  perhaps 
at  that  time  in  Europe^  was  ereded  partly  upon  the  ground  of 
forfeited  eftates,  and  partly  upon  the  fcites  of  other  houfes^ 
which  were  purchafed  by  the  public  for  that  purpofe.     They 
next  completed  the  fortifications  of  their  city,  by  carrying 
round  it  a  long  ftrong  wall,  with  towers  and  baftions  at  pro- 
per diftances ;  and,  laftly,  they  laid  out  five  thoufand  crowns 
in  erecSling  a  commodious  airy  prifon,  which  was  built  upon 
the  ground  of  forfeited  eftates.     Thofe  fplendid  wotks,  and 
the  flourilhing  ftate  of  commerce  at  Florence^  rendered  the 
lAjho  me-    Florentines  now  fo  refpeftable,  that  the  people  of  Bologna  and 
diate  be-     FerrarOy  then  at  war  with  one  another,  offered  to  refer  their 
iiveen  tin  differences  to  their  arbitration.     The  Florentines^  by  periniiiioii 
Bolognefe  ^f  ^j^  pope,  accepted  of  the  office;  but  under  his  patronage 
^a  the      ^j^j  dire£lion,  he  pretending  that  the  two  cities,  as  being  fiefs 
fcrrarele.  ^  ^j^^  ^^^  g^^^  depended  upon  him.     The  Fhrentinesj  on 
this  occafion,  fent  no  fewer  than  feven  ambaffadors,   partly 
nobility,  and  partly  plebeians,  to  his  holinefs,  and  in  a  {hort 
tl»ne  compofcd  all  their  differences.     We  are  now  come  to  the 
A.  D.    year  1300,  when  pope  Boniface  VIII.  celebrated  the  firft  cen- 
1300.     turial  jubilee  ever  known  in  the  chriftian  world. 
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SECT.     IV. 

Coniamng  ibe  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars  of  Florence 
between  the  Nobility  and  the  People ;  the  Ufurp^tions 
of  the  Popes  upon  their  Liberties ;  their  Leagues  with 
the  other  States  of  Tufcany  ;  their  Ele£licn  of  Prince 
Robert  ^Naples  for  their  General -^  and  their  H'ars 
with  the  neighbouring  States^  particularly  with  the 
famous  Caftruccio  Caftruccani  of  Lucca. 

1 N  the  year  1300  there  flourUhed  at  Pijioia  a  noble  family,  Nenv  di-* 
^   commonly  called  Cancellari ;  the  branches  of  which,  being  njtfions  im 
at  variaace  with  one  another,  were  diftinguiflied  by  the  ridi-  Florence, 
culous  appellationa  of  the  Whites  and  the  Blacks,  and  daily 
fkirmiibes  and  murders  happened  between  the  two  parties  ; 
fo  that  Pijioia  was  in  danger  of  being  deftroyed,  when  the 
Florentines y  its  ancient  allies,  offered  their  al&ftance  towards 
reftor'iQg  its  tranquility.     This  being  accepted   by  the  Pif 
tsians^  the  only  expedient  the  Florentines  could  devife  for  that 
purpofe  was  to  oblige  ,botb  parties  to  remove  to  Florence ;  but 
as  Aretin  elegantly  obferves,  Florence  was  rather  infeflcd  than 
Pifioia  cured  by  this  meafure  •.     The  families  thus  removed, 
communicated  their  refentments  to  many  Florentine  families 
with  whom  they  had  intermarried ;  and  Florence,  in  a  fhort 
time,  became  as  .much  divided  bcrween  the  Whites  and  the 
Blacks  as  PiJloia  had  been  before,  and  was  equally  filled  with 
tumults,  family  being  divided  againft  family,  brother  againft 
brother,  and  father  againA  fon ;    and  thus  the  Guelphs  fplic 
into  parties. 

Great  heart-burnings  had  for  fome  time  been  harboured  ibe  pope 
by  the  rival  families  of  the  Circuit  and  the  Donati  j  but  they  ^^^diates 
now  broke  out  into  adiion,  the  former  taking  part  with  the  ^*  ^gree-^ 
Whites,  and  the  latter  with  the  Blacks.     1  he  more  moderate  ^'^*^* 
nobility  and  citizens,  to  prevent  the  confequences,  applied  to 
the  pope,  who  enjoined  Vario  Circuli,  the  head  of  that  fami- 
ly, to  accommodate  matters  with  Curjio  Donati ;  but  all  was 
to  nopurpofe:  civil  broils  enfued,  blood  was  fhed,  and  the 
city  filled  with'  armed  troops.     Florence  being  in  fo  dangerous 
a  fituation,  the  pope  fent  his  legate  to  compofe  matters ;  but 
the  Grculiy  who  were  it  feems  the  moft  powerful  party,  re- 
fufing  to  ftand  to  bis  award,^  he  put  the  city  under  an  inter- 
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diS,  and  left  ir.  After  his  departure,  greater  violences  wefe 
committed  than  ever;  for  the  parties,  now  throwing  off  all 
reverence  for  government,  no  longer  fought  accidentally,  and 
in  a  tumultuous  manner ;  but  drew  up  in  regular  bodies,  one 
agatnft  another,  in  fquadrons  and  companies.  The  great  de- 
pendence of  the  Donatio  who  were  of  the  black  party,  was 
upon  Curfio  Donatio  efteemed  the  bcft  foldier  in  Florence*^ 
and  he  anfwered  their  expedations,  by  always  leading  his 
party  to  viflory.  The  Circuliy  however,  had  the  grcateflf 
mtereft  in  the  magiftracy,  whom  they  prevailed  upon  to  fend 
a  deputation  to  his  hol^nefs,  requeuing  his  interpofition  for 
reftoring  the  tranquility  of  their  city.  The  Donaii  no  fooncr 
heard  of  this  refolution  than  they  again  took  arms,  accufed 
the  magiftraftcs  of  betraying  the  independency  of  the  citf, 
and  threatened  to  punifh  them ;  and  thus  civil  diflenfion 
flamed  higher  than  ever. 
Ad<vice  of  DANTE  the  poet  happened  that  year  to  be- one  of  the 
Dante  ibi  prcfidents,  and  being  a  man  of  great  fefolution,  as  well  as 
poet.  eloquence,  he  had  more  fway  than  any  other  with  his  col- 

leagues. He  had  the  fpirit  to  advife  them  to  cafl  the  citizens 
in  gcrieral  to  arms,  and  then  to  punifli  and  expef  from  Flo^ 
rence  the  difturbers  of  her  peace.  This  advice  was  followed. 
Curfto  Donati\vz%  exiled,  and  his  goods  confifc^ed^  for  having 
threatened  the  niagiftrates.  The  proceedings  againft  hitf 
abettors  and  friends  were  more  moderate,  they  being  ortly 
fined  and  fent  to  Perugia^  where  they  were  ordered  to  remain^ 
for  fome  time,  till  they  fliould  be  recalled  by  the  people. 
Others  of  the  nobility  were  likewife  cenfured ;  but  more  fof 
form- fake  than  ju  ft  ice.  Some  of  therr  heads,  amongft  whom 
v/2sGuido  Cava/candj  a  Florentine  philofopher  of  great  learn* 
ifng  and  knowledge  in  the  fine  arts,  were  fent  to  5*r^«ztf;; 
from  whence,  however,  tHtey  were  quickly  recalled  j  but  Ca^* 
vakanti  died  foon  after. 
Curflo  CURS  10   DON  ATT  way  not  idle   during  his  exile. 

D'onati'/    He  went  td  the  pope,  and  by  his  addrcfs,  eloquence,  and 
intrigues,    affiJuity,  he  prevailed  with  'his  holinefi  to  interpofe  in  the 
A.  D.     affairs  oi  Fhrence^  though' he  and  his  party  had  been  expelled 
*302'     for  oppoflng  that  very  refolution.     The  pope,  therefore,  pre- 
vailed upon  Charles  of  Vahhy  brother  to  the  fcrng  of  France^ 
Philip  the  Fair,  to  march  into  It(tly^  and  ta  take  upon  himr 
the  pacification  oiTufcany^  where  the  Pi/lotam,  the  Lucquejiy' 
and  other  cities  confederated  With  Florence^  were  ftill  filled- 
with  blood  and'tumult  on  account  of  the  two  parties.     His 
Bolinefsr  was  then  at  Anagniy  where  he  gave  his  charge  to* 
Charlesy  who  fet  out  {qx  Florence  about  the  middle  of  Septem^ 
hr^  attended  by  a^  body  of  regular  trdops-    Thd  faSlon  of 
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the  Whites,  who  were  now  maftcrs  of  Florence^  not  cjcpcfl- 
ing  an  armed  mediation,  were  terribly  difconcerted  with  the 
anival  of  Cbarles^^  who  was  fufpeded  of  having  entered  into  Charles  of 
•privare  terms  with  Curfio.   fiei^ng  however  profefledlyCrW^/^j,  Valois  ^- 
itbejr  did  notxhufe  to  deny  him  admittance  into  their  city ; /^r/ Flo- 
but  received  him^  when  he  was  near  the  gates,  with  vaft  ho-  rencc. 
iKXJis  and  rejoicings.    Charles^  fome  days  after  his  entrance, 
behaved  with  great  modefly  and  appearance  of  juftice.     He 
ordered  his  troops  to  lay  afide  their  arips,  and  never  to  appear 
in  bodies;  and  calling  a  general  meeting  of  the  magiflracy 
and  people,  he  prevailed  with  them  to  give  him  full  powers 
to  regulate  them  as  he  pleafed.     After  this,  he  took  an  oath 
that  he  would  make  no  other  ufeof  this  power,  than  to  reftore 
juftice  and  tranquility  to  the  flate ;  but  no  fooner  was  he  efta- 
Jbliibed  in  the  government  than  he  appeared  in  public,  and 
upon  his  tribunal,  furrounded  by  a  formidable  body  of  his 
-  guards  under  arms. 

It  is  difficult,  at  this  time,  to  aifign  the  true  motive  o(ff if  coftduS 
Charles's  condud  on  this  occafion.  The  moft  probable  con^^here. 
jedure  is,  that  he  gave  encouragement  to  both  parties,  yet 
affifted  neither  ;  that  the  citizens  might  be  fo  weakeped  as  to 
invite  him  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  perpetual  government  of 
FUrenciy  Which  would  foon  be  followed  by  that  of  all  Tufccmy^ 
For  when  QharUs  appeared  attended  with  his  guards,  the 
people  of  all  fadions  ran  to  arms ;  but  being  without  any 
plan  or  leader,  they  durft  not  attack  him,  and  he  remained 
on  his  tribunal  without  offering  to  difperfe  them.  In  the 
mean  while  Curfio  Donatio  with  a  body  of  men,  broke  into 
Florence  J  and,  being  joined  by  his  friends  there,  thev  marched 
to  the  public  hall,  where  they  depofed  the  prefidents,  and 
degraded  them  to  the  rank  of  private  perfons.  After  this, 
the  now  prevailing  party  proceeded  againft  their  antagonifts 
with  fire  and  fword ;  Charles  appearing  all  the  while  as  an 
unconcerned  fpedator,  and  without  any  emotion  hearing  the 
reproaches  of  the  people  againft  him.  Though  the  return 
and  the  triumphs  of  the  Donati  undoubtedly  were  eflFefled  by 
his  connivance  or  dire(Sion,  yet  he  entered  fecretly  into  treaty 
with  the  oppofite  fadion ;  which  the  magiftracy  and  people 
difcoyering,  the  Donati  found  means  to  drive  into  exile  the 
beads  of  the  Ctrculi  and  their  abettors ;  and  thus  the  Blacks 
remained  mafters  of  the  Florentine  magiftracy. 

In  the  mean  while  the  pope's  legate  returned  XoFlorence \  HoftiUties 
and  the  hoftilities  between  the  two  parties,  not  being  confined  rage  more 
within  the  walls  of  the  city,  had  filled  all  its  territory  with  thame<uer 
conflagrations  and  murders.     The  legate  fought  to  reconcile  ^^  P^o** 
ihe  two  parties i  but  was  fo  violently  oppofed  by  the  Donati,^^^^^^ 
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that  he  laid  the  city  under  a  frefli  interdiA,  and  left  if. 
AmDngft  the  leaders  of  the  exiled  fa£^ion  was  the  poet  Dantf^ 
whofe  fate  was  particularly  fevere  and  unjuft.     He  bad,  cm 
account  of  bis  great  abilities,  been  fent  atnbaflador  to  the 
pope  by  the  Fhrtntines^  to  inform  his  holmefs  of  the  true 
ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  to  propofe  a  plan  of  accommoda- 
tion ;  but  the  Dmati  getting  the  better  in  Florence^  be  was,  in 
his  abfence,  accufed  and  condemned,  his  houfe  was  rifled, 
and  his  eftates  were  plundered.    As  to  Charles  of  Valou^  he 
feems  intirely  to  have  miftaicen  his  meafures.     The  pope 
grew  jealous  of  him,  or,  at  lead,  did  not  fupport  him  fofi- 
Charles      ciently  to  make  good  the  government  or  vicariate  of  Tufiany 
leases        l\t  had  given  him ;  and,  after  five  months  abode  ac  Flortna^ 
Florence,  he  recalled  him  to  expel  the  Spaniards  out  of  Sicify. 
nvbere  the       His  departure  left  the  Donatio  or  black  fadion,  nothing  to 
.Donati      fear ;  and  they  immediately  refolved  to  drive  the  Whites  from 
frevaiU      Pijioia^  where  they  were  moft  numerous.    For  this  purpofe 
they  joined  their  forces  with  the  Lucquefe^  but  all  they  could 
do  was  ,to  defeat  the  fcattered  parties  of  the  exiled  Whites ; 
and,  after  taking  fome  of  their  caftles,  they  returned  to  F/»- 
rence  with  great  (hew  of  viftory  and  triumph.     That  city 
was  then  in  an  unhappy  fituation  ;  for  though  it  had  reverted 
.    to  its  popular  form  of  government,  yet,  in  fad,  it  received 
law  from  the  Donatio  who  put  feveral  of  the  principal  citi- 
rens  to  death,  and  drove  others  into  exile,  on  pretence  of 
their  confpiring  againft  the  public  liberty.     They  foon  ex- 
perienced the  bad  policy  of  this  proceeding;  for  the  exiles 
becaiiie  fo  numerous  as  to  be  formidable  to  the  governing 
party  at  Florence^  who  were  far  from  being  united  amongft 
themfelves.     The  BoJogm/e  took  part  with  the  exiles,  and  the 
confederacy  amongft  them  being  formed,  they  raifed  a  great 
army,  with  which  they  marched  againft  Florence^   hoping, 
through  the  civil  difputes  in  the  city,  to  become  mafters  of  ir. 
The  citizens,  however,  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my, fummoned  the  Lucquefe  and  their  ancient  allies  to  their 
affiftance,  and  boldly  marched  out  to  give  battle  to  the  ene^ 
my,  who  were  waiting  in  hopes  that  the  gates  of  the  city 
would  be  op<;ned  to  them ;  fo  great  was  their  dependence  upbn 
They  defeat  \u  intefiine  commotions.     Being  difappointed,  conflernation 
/^^  Bolog- fucceeded  their  confidence,  iind  they  took  flight  without  figbt- 
ncfe.  ing^  leaving  the  Florentines  in  polfeflion  of  their  camp  and 

many  nol>le  prisoners,  moft  of  whom  were  put  to  death  at 
Florence, 
A.  D.         The  fuccecding  year  the  Florentines  and  the  Lucquefe  again 
1304.     laid  fiege  to  Pj/?^;V2 ;  but  they  neither  were  able  to  take  it, 
nor  to  bring  the  enemy  to  a  battle.    The  civil  wars  that  now 
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prevailed  over  all  Tufcany^  with  the  inclemency  of  the  feafons, 
had  introduced  a  famine  among  the  Florentinesy  who  were  A  famine 
obliged  io  purchafe  with  ready  money  twcnty-feven  thoufand  in  FIo- 
meafiires  of  corn  from  Sicily  and  CaUbi  ia.     But  no  fooncr  was  rencc. 
Florence  freed  from  famine,  than  (he  relapfed  into  domcftic 
diAraSions.     Curfio  Donatio   thinking  himfclf  neglecSled  by 
his  fellow-citizens,  and  that  he  was  not  fufficiently  preferred  Difcontertt 
in  the  government,  moved  that  the  ftate  of  the  public  money  £/* Curfio 
fhould  be  laid  before  the  people.     Though  it  had  been  greatly  Donati. 
eoibezzled,  yet  the  motion  was  unfeafonable,  and  made  only 
upon  feditious  motives.,  to  bring  certain  leading  magiftrates 
to  punifhment,  for  obftrufting  his  ambition.  •    The  meafure, 
however,  was  fo  plaufible,  that  Lothario  p,  bifhop  6^  Florence^ 
at  firft  befriended  it ;  and  the  malcontents  of  both  parties, 
who  were  very  numerous,  united  under  Curfio.     But  the  real 
views  of  the  latter  appearing,  the  bilhop  employed  all  his  in- 
tcrcft  againft  the  motion  ;  and  not  only  the  magiftrates,  but 
the   other  heads  of  the  Donati  family,    put  themfclves  in 
arms  againft  Curfio,     His  party  was  ftill  fo  prevalent,  that, 
after  a  vaft  number  of  robberies  and  murders  had  been  com- 
mitted on  both  (ides,  the  Luc^uefe  v/ctc  forced  "to  interpofe, 
by  marching  into  Florence  fuch  an  army  as  muft  have  turned 
the  fcale  of  vidory  in  favour  of  the  fadion  they  efpoufed. 
But   they    aQed  with   great    moderation  ;     and    partly   by 
threats,  and  partly  by  perfuafions,  they  in  fome  meafure  re- 
ftored  the  public  tranquility.    They  next  applied  themfelves 
to  reform  2(nd  prevent  the  abufes  of  government,  and  twelve 
pre(idents  were  eleded  inftead  of  fix. 

BENEDICT^  who  was  then  upon  the  papal  throne,  took  it  Nicholas, 
amils  that  thofe  commotions  (hould  be  appeafed  without  his  cardinal  of 
intervention,  and  fent  Nicholas  of  Prato^  a  cardinal,  as  his  Prato,^r 
legate  to  Florence.    This  prelate,  examining  into  the  grounds  l^gote  to 
of  the  late  di(Ferences,  took  part  with  the  people,  whom  he  Horencc: 
perfuaded  to  divide  themfelves  into'  twenty  companies,  each 
company  to  have  a  gonfalonier,  or  ftandard*bearer,  a  colonel, 
and  a  ftandard  adorned  with  the  arms  and  badges  of  the  com- 
pany.   Severe  penalties  were  decreed  againft  all  who  did  not 
follow  their  refpe£live  ftandards  as  foon  as  they  appeared  in 
public.     Each  gonfalonier  was  to  hold  his   place  for   (ix 
months,  and,  while  the  ftandard  wa3  abroad,  no  perfon  who 
followed  it  was  to  go  to  his  own  home.    This  laft  regulation 
was  made,  in  order  to  deter  the  nobility  from  enrolling  them- 
felves into  the  companies.     Each  gonfalonier  was  to  aflift  the 
members  of  his  own  company  by  forc^  of  arms,  if  the  cafe 
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he  ntnv'     required  ,it,  againft  the  oppre^ons  qf  |he  gr^at ;  and  if  a  no- 
moctels  its  bleman  killed  a  plebeian,  the  next  relation  of  thedeceafed^  if 
govern-      poor,  was  to  be  affiftcd  with  money  to  revenge  his  kinfman's 
mentr,         death,  at  the  cxpence  of  the  company  to  which  he  belonged; 
but  if  one  plebeian  killed  another,  the  furvivor  was  to  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  common  courts  of  juftice.     The  like  infiitu- 
tions  took  place    in  the  Florentine  territories  without  the 
city.  *^ 

The  legate  having,  by  thofe  regulations,  obtained  a  great 
degree  of  popularity  in  FkrefKe^  proceeded  to  execijte  th^ 
Air/y2z/7i /» principal  defign  of  his  legation,  which  was  to  perfu^de  th^ 
bis  main  citizens  to  recal  the  Circuity  and  the  other  exiles,  from  thei^ 
furpo/e,  banifhnient.  The  chief  of  them  refidjed  at  Jrezzo ;  and 
amongft  them  were  Dante  the  poet,  and  the  father  oi  Petrarchy 
the  other  famous  Tufcan  poet  of  that  age,  who  was  born  at 
Jrezzo  during  his  father's  exile.  Vario  Cinuli  was  at  the 
fame  time  there  ;  and  by  his  advice  the  exiles,  who  continued 
to  be  very  numerous,  had  chokn  Alexander y  count  of  Romenay 
to  be  their  head.  The  legate  did  not  find  the  Florentines  io-. 
exorable  on  this  head  ;  but  the  afF<air  turned  out  to-  be  more 
difficult  than  was  at  firft  imagined.  The  exiles  committe4 
their  concerns  to  the  legate,  who  might  cafily  have  fuccceded 
in  reftoring  the  white  parly  5  but  infifting  upon  the  Gibelin 
exiles  being  reftored  at  the  fame  time,  he  fuccecded  in  neither, 
though  he  was  fupported  in  both  by  a  ftrong  p^rt^r  of  nobility 
and  commons  within  the  city.  The  exiles  had  appointed  a 
deputation  to  wait  upon  the  legate;  but  while '.the' treaty 
was  going  forward,  they  pretended  an  invitation  under  thsJ 
legate's  own  hand,  which  they  produced ;  but  whether*  ^  ge- 
nuine or  forged,  our  author  does  not  determine.  It  was  ih 
vain  for  the  legate  to  m^ke  the  moft  folcmn  proteftations  of 
his  innocence  and  good  intentions ;  for  at  once  he  loft  his  po« 
pularity,  and  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Prato.  He  found  no 
Ihelier  there;  and  returning  to  Florence^  he  attempted  to  pre- 
vail  with  the  citizens  to  undertake  an  expedition  againft  Prato* 
The  Florentines  difcovered,  or  thought  they  difcovered,  that 
the  army  he  wanted  to  raife  was  to  be  employed  againft  their 
liberties,  and  refufing  to  obey  him,^he  was  forced  to  leave 
(iJid retires.  Florence^  and  repair  to  his  mafter  the  pope.  His  departure 
was  followed  by  a  frefli  eruption  of  civil  dillentions,  in  which 
Curfio  Donaii  took  no  part,  he  having  left  his  friends,  who 
were  ftrengthened  by  the  acceffion  of  two  great  families,  ihat 
of  the  Junii  and  the  Medici,  The  two  parties  took  arms, 
and,  after  many  partial  (kirmifhcs,  they  came  to  a  general 
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{engagement  between  the  old  and  new  exchanges,  and  abotit ' 
tl^e  corn*market«  The  north  wind  blew  at  that  time  very 
ftrong  againft  the  quarter  where  the  houfes  of  the  white  fac- 
tion flood,  which  one  Nerio  Abbati^  of  the  black  party,  ob- 
fcrvtog,  be  fet  the  houfes  of  the  CapoHfacci  on  fire  \  and  the 
flames  fpread  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  confumcd  feventeen 
buodrcd  houfes,  and  was  flopt  only  by  the  interpofition  of  the 
Ani$l  This  vaft  lofs  falling  on  the  trading  quarter  of  the 
city,  the  quantities  of  the  rich  merchandizes  and  commodi- 
ties thereby  deftroyed  is  incredible;  and  the  violence  with 
which  the  flames  proceeded,  made  the  common  people  believe 
the  conflagration  was  affifled  by  enchantment. 

The  party  of  the  Whites  was  now  utterly  fubdued  within  The  p9p$ 
the  city;  but' the  cardinal  legate,  exafperated  at  the  ^Stents fummons 
he  had  met  with,  repfefented  the  Florentines  in  fo  odious  a  the  Flo- 
light  to  the  pope,  that  he  fummoned  twelve  of  the  principal  rentines  H 
men  of  the  city,  amongft  whom  was  Curjio  Donatio  to  appear  ^p^^  ^ 
before  his  tribunal  at  Perugia^  where  he  then  was.     The/*'"^  ^**'* 
FUrentines  long  debated  whether  they  (hould  obey  this  Aim- 
mens,  which  feemed  to  be  intended  to  give  the  Whites^  a  fa* 
vourable  opp^unity  to  re-enter  the  city,  during  the  abfence 
of  their  chief  enemies.     But  at  lafl,  rather  than  be  thought 
^ilty,  they  obeyed  it,  and  fet  out  with  magnificent  retinues 
to  Perugia.   Their  apprehenfions,  however,  were  well-ground- ' 
ed.    No  (boner  were  they  arrived,  and  had  entered  upon  the 
vindication  of  their  conduct,  than  the  legate  privately  wrote 
to  the  heads  of  the  other  party,  advifmg  them  to  feize  on 
that  opportunity  of  reinftating  themfelves  in  the  city,    They 
accordingly  ailembled,  to  the  number  of  nine  thoufand  foot, 
^nd  feventeen  hundred  horfe,  great  part  of  whom  were  Bo- 
Togtufe  and  Arezzians,    They  marched  fo  fecretly,  that  they 
came  to  the  gates  of  Florence^  without  being  difcovered,  about 
fun-fet,  and  a(3ually  forced  their  way  into  the  cixy.     But 
they  were  not  unanimous  :    the  Whites  were  jealous  of  their 
confederates,  who  were  Gibelins ;    and  they  began  to  debate 
Mpbn  the  manner  of  their  proceeding.    This  created  delay, 
y^hich  gave  the  citizens  time  to  colle£t  their  ftrength,  and 
they  attacked  their  invaders  fo  brifkly,  that  they  drove  them 
out  of  the  city  before  the  Bolognefe  troops,  who  had  been  left 
at  fome  diftance,  could  come  up  to  fupport  them.     In  their 
retreat  feme  were  killed  ;   but  they  were  joined  near  MugeUi 
by  a  reinforcement   o{  three  hundred  horfe,  and  eight  hun- 
dred foot,  all  Pijloians^  under  Uberti^  who  was  himfelf  a  Flo- 
teniifie  exile.     Nothing,    however,    could   re-animate  them 
jifter    their    late  difappcintitcnt ;    and  thus  the  enterprise 
came  to  i.oihing.  ,  S 
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The  Flo-       In  the  mean  while  pope  BenediSf  died,  and  the  FhrenUm 
rentincs     deputies,    after  complaining  to  the  cardinals  of  the  legate's 
rentiu        treachery,  returned  to  Florence,     On  examining  into  the  ilate 
their  coH'  of   their  affairs,  and   the    ftrength  of  their  enemies,   they 
federacy^    thought  proper  to  renew  and  extend  their  confederacy  with 
lutth  theh^w  the  neighbouring  ftates  of  the  Guelph  pzviy^  which  com- 
>»^/^^A^»r/.prehcoded  thofc  ot  Lucca ^    Volierra^   Sienna,    Prato^    Gem- 
mtanij    Colle,    and   Civita  Cajiellana.     This   alliance    being 
formed,  the  confederates  refolved  to  chufe  a  general  to  com  - 
mand  the  whole  of  the  troops,  that  they  might  aft  with  more 
effedl^  and  they  pitched  upon  prince  Robert^  eldeft  fon   to 
Charles  king  of  Naples,     The  conditions  of  his  command 
were,  that  he  (hould  have  no  diredion  hi  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  the  confederate  flates,  but  that  he  (hould  have  the 
command  of  their  armies  ;    that  he  Ibould  refide  conftanily 
in  Tufcany  for  a  whole  year ;    that  the  confederates  (hould 
maintain  the  cavalry  he  was  to  bring  along  with  him,  and 
contribute,  in  proportion  to  theii  abilities,  towards  a  revenue 
for  himfelf.     In  this  contribution  the  Florentines,  as  the  moft 
powerful,  had  the  greateft  (hare,  and  the  Lucquefe  the  nejct 
to  them.     Early  in  the  following  fpring,  Robert  arrived  in 
Tufcanyy  at  the  head  of  a  fmall,  but  well-difciplincd,  body 
of  horfe,  and  taking  upon  him  the  command  of  the  allied 
arnrw,  he  laid  fiege  to  Pijioia, 

iLiiB.  reader,  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  will  perceivfc 
how  aukward  the  Florentines^  and  indeed  all  the  people  of 
Italy  were  at  that  time,  in  the  art  of  befieging  towns  5  and 
that  they  feldom  attempted  a  fiege  in  which  they  fucceeded. 
This  was  not  fo  much  owing  to  the  ftrength  of  the  places^ 
as  to  the  un(kilfulnefs  of  the  aflailants,  who  were  dcfiitute 
of  engines.  Pijioia  had  within  it  a  ftrong  garrifon,  and  the 
place  was  well  defended,  fo  that  the  fiege  was  converted  into 
a  blockade,  which  lafted  four' months.  In  the  meanwhile, 
Clement  V.  who  had  been  chofen  pope,  fent  two  legates  into 
Tufcany y  to  difluade  Robert  and  the  confederates  from  conti- 
nuing their  hoftilities  againft  Pijioia,  Robert  immediately 
defifted,  as  did  all  the  confederates,  except  the  Florentines 
and  Lucquefe,  who,  in  contempt  of  the  papal  authority,  ob- 
Florencc  ftinately  continued  the  blockade.  Upon  this  the  ftates  of 
and  Luca^  Lucca  and  Florence  were,  by  the  legates,  laid  under  an  inter- 
interdi£fed.di^,  Notwithftanding  this,  the  fiegc,  6r  rather  blockade,  of 
Pijioia  continued  ten  months,  till  the  befiegcd  began  to  be 
preiTed  by  famine  and  want  of  nccelfaries ;  the  only  engines 
the  befiegers  knew  how  to  apply.  In  vain  the  Pijioiaris  en- 
deavoured to  fend  their  women  and  ufelefs  mouths  out  of  the 
city,  for  they  were  driven  back  by  the  befiegers  j    and  the 
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Pifioidns  were  obliged  at  laft  to  capitulate  ;    but  the  ohly 
jUrois  they  could  obtain  were,   that  the  exiles  within    the 
place  might  depart  in  fafety,  and  that  no  puni(hment  (hould 
be  inli(9ed  upon  the  inhabitants.     This  taking  of  Pljioia  isPifloia 
a  memorable  aera  in  the  Flotentine  hiftory,  and  happened  in  taken, 
tiieyear  1306'*.  •  The  conquerors  no  fooner  got  poffeflion 
of  it  than  they  difmantted  all  its  fortifications,   and  divided 
its  houfes  and  territories  amondl  themfelves.    The  confede- 
rate army  next  laid  fiege  to  Acciani^  a  very  ftrong  place  be- 
longing to  the  family  of  the  Ubaldi^  where  moft  of  the  ex- 
iles   had   taken  refuge.     They  beficged  this  place  for  three 
months  ;     but  the)'  could  not  have  taken  it,  had  not  the  de- 
fendants fallen  at  variance  amongfl  themfelves,  and  furren- 
dered  it  for  a  fum  of  money.     The  place  was  difmantled, 
and  rased  io  the  ground,  and  the  inhabitants  removed  to  a 
neighbouring  valley,  where  they  built  for  themfelves  a  town, 
afterwards  called  Scarpari. 

This  year  was  created  in  Florence  a  new  magiftrate,  un-  A  neiv 
der  the  title  of  the  executor  of  juftice.     Great  part  of  the  magifirate 
power  of  the  gonfalonier  was  transferred  to  him;  and  ihzt  created  in 
he  might  be  the  more  difintercftcd,  it  was  enafted,  that  the  Florence. 
office  ihould  not  be  held  by  a  native  of  Florence ^  or  of  Tuf- 
cany»    The  fame  year  the  companies  0/  Florence  were  re- 
duced from  twenty  to  nineteen.     Cardinal  Nicholas  of  Praio^ 
the  fame  who  had  been  the  pope's  legate  in  Florence^  was 
now  in  high  favour  with  pope  Clement^  who  owed  his  eletSlion 
to  the  popedom  to  him.     This  cardinal  never  had  loft  fight 
of  his   favourite   fcheme  of  reftoring  the  Florentine  exiles ; 
and   he  perfuaded  the  pope  to  fend  cardinal  Neapoli^  who 
was  of  the  noble  family  of  the  Vrfmi^  as  his  legate  to  /%- 
rence^  to  compofe  all  the  difquiets  of  Tufcany.     The  cardinal 
having  palled  the  Jlps,  fent  a  meffenger  to  Florence^  fignifying 
his  approach,  and  ordering  preparations  to  be  made  for  his 
reception,  and   that  of  his  retinue.    This  produced  a  con- 
fultation  amongft  the  Florentine  magiftracy,  who,   fays  my 
author*,  having  experienced   that   the  rehdence   of  legates 
amongft  them  had  always  rather  inflamed  than  allayed  their 
civil  dillentions,  refolved  to  refufe  him  admittance  into  their 
city.     The  legate  therefore  was  obliged  to  retire  to  djenoy 
where  he  put  Florence  under  an  interdi£t.     But  the  Florentines  The  Flo- 
knew  now  how  to  fport  with  the  papal  bolts  ;    and  the  legate  rentines 
marching  to  Arezizo^  put  himfcflf  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  defpi/e  the 
of  horfe  and  foot,  chiefly  cbmpofed  of  the  Florentine  exiles, /^Z-^/ 
intending  to  force  his  entrance  into  Florence,    Upon  this  the/<^^^» 

^  Lbonaudi  A&etini  Hift.  Flor.  p.  a3.        «  Ibid.  p.  84. 
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FhrmtineSy  calling  their  confederates  to  their  affiftance,  laid 
liege  to  the  cafUe  of  Gargonza^  where  great  numbers  of  the 
exiles  were  aflembled.  ^  This  gave  the  legate  an  opportunity 
of  advancing  towards  Florence ;  but  the  Florentine  army  re- 
turning from  the  fiege,  he  retired  to  Arezxo^  and  foon  af- 
ter, finding  all  his  endeavours  unfuccefsful,  he  returned  to 
France. 

There  is  fomewhat  Angular  in  the  ftate  of  Florence  at 
this  time.     The  inhabitants  had,  upon  all  occafions,  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  in  tiefence  of  the  holy  fee,  and  gloried  in 
being  its  votaries,  and  yet  the  popes  of  late  had  never  gained 
one  point  which- they  thought  might  tend  to  the  prejudice  of 
their  freedom  or  intereft.    In  fafi,  they  profeiTed  themfelves 
Guelphsy  becaufe  it  was  the  nfioft  convenient  party  for  them 
to  efpoufe,  without  having  one  grain  of  regard  for  the  papal 
authority.    Though  the  papal  thunders  now  roared  more  fu- 
rioufly  than  ever  above  their  beads,  yet  fo  greatly  were  they 
difregarded  by  the  Florentines^  that  they  multiplied  tax  on  tax 
«  upon  the  eccledaftics,   to  indemnify  themfelves  for  the  ex- 
pences  they  had  been  at  in  the  late  war. 
A.  D.        Next  year,  1307,  was  free  from  foreign  wars,  but  filled 
1307.     with  domeftic  contentions.     Curjio  Donati  KA\  remained  dif- 
Curfio       fatisfied,  and  was  the  patron  of  all  the  malcontents.     He  had 
Donati      about  him  that  kind  -of  ftubborn  virtue  which  is  ill  fuitcd  to 
iilltd.        2  popular  government  i   for,  inftead  of  coQrting  honours,  he 
imagined  that  honours  ought  to  court  him.     His  magnani- 
mity, however,  and   the  ready  refuge  which  diftrefs  alwaya 
found  in  him,  but  above  all  his  profeft  oppofition  to  the  no- 
bility,  procured   him  vaft   popularity,  which,   at  the  fame 
time,  his  enemies  gave  out  be  intended  to  employ  to  the 
fubverfion  of  public   liberty.     Their  report  was  fomewhat 
countenanced  by  his  marrying  the  daughter  of  Fagiolani^  a 
nobleman  of  great  power  and,  authority,  which,  they  faid, 
were  to  be  applied  to  make  Curjio  mafter  of  Florence.     The 
people  believed  the  report  from  the  appearances  that  favoured 
it,  and  Curfa  was  cited  to  appear  before  the  magiftracy.     He 
was  now  the  moft  unpopular  man  in  Florence  \   but  ftill  he 
)yas  backed  by  fome  friends,  from  the  opinion  they  had  of 
his  pcrfona)  virtues.     Confcious  of  his  innocence,  and  at  the 
fame  time  of  the  power  of  his  adverfarics,  he  refufed  to  ap- 
pear before  the  magiftrates ;  and  in  one  day  he  was  accufed, 
cited,  and  condemned.     Knowing  the  fate  to  which  he  was 
dcftined,   he  fortified  bis  houfe,  which  the  magiftrates,  fe- 
conded  by  all  the  power  of  the  city,  bcfieged  and  ftormed, 
after  a  valiant  refinance  oif  fome  hours,  and  Curjio^  in  en- 
<]eavouring  to  make  bis  efcape,  was  killed.     After  his  death, 
^     •   ^    '  both 
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both  the  people  and  magiftracy ^repented  of  their  proceedings. 
No  procefs  was  held  againft  bis  eftate  or  family ;  and,  too 
late,  thejr  refle£led  that  no  accufation,  except  the  hafty  one 
which  bad  procured  bis  death,  had  ever  been  brought  againft 
him. 

The  jfrezzians^  for  fomc  time,  had  been  under  ihe  Gibe"  Generofif 
Un  government;   but  having  expelled  the  family  of ' the T^rr^ 0^/^^ pj^ 
latiy  they  renewed  tl^eir  ancient  confederacy  with  the  Floren-  rentines. 
thus  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1308.     About  the  fame 
time  the  Florentines  interpofed  to  quell  fome  feditions  at  Prato^ 
which  bad  been  fomented  by  the  Pijlotam^  who  were  exafpe- 
rated  at  the  Lucquefi^  for  preffing  the  Florentines  to  the  ut- 
ter demolition  of  riftoia.    The  Florentines  generouily  rejected 
this  propofal,  and  even  agreed  that  the  Pt/ioians  ihould  have 
liberty  to  rebuild  their  fortifications,  which  they  did  in  a  very 
(hort  time,  by  the  affiftance  of  their  religious,  their  young, 
and  their  aged  of  both  fexes.     Mean  while  the  Torlati^  by 
the  affiftance  of  Fagiolani,  again  got  footing  in  Arexzoy  from     - 
whence  they  expelled  their  enemies,  who  were  patronized 
by  the-  Florentines.    And  thus  fire  and  fword  again  raged  in 
the  territories  of  Jrezsto. 

Though  the  Florentines^  as  we  have  feen,  refolutely  op- 
pofed  all  attempts  made  ,by  the  papal  fee  againft  their  inde- 
pendency, yet  they  were  very  ready  to  vindicate  and  affift  the 
authority  of  hb  holinefs,  in  all  matters  that  were  indifferent  to 
them.    They  therefore  this  year  fent  a  body  of  troops  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  papal  legate,  who  was  at  war  with  the  Fe~ 
tutiansy  over  whom  he  gained  a  complete  vidory,  by  means 
of  that  reinforcement.     Upon  this  his  holinefs  oiF  took  his  in- 
terdict from  Florence^  which  now  became  his  favourite  city. 
That  feme  year  the  Florentines  were  chofcn  arbiters  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Gemmiani  and  Folterray  who  had  been  long  at 
war  on  account  of  their  limns,  which  were  now  fettled  by 
the  Florentines^  to  the  fatisfa£tion  of  both  parties.     Towards  The  Flo* 
theclofe'of  the  year,  the  Florentines  fent  three  hundred  horfe  ren tines  ^ 
and  fix  hundred  foot  to  the  affiftance  of  their  allies  of  C*- ^^/'>wCi- 
vita  Caflellanaj  who  v«re  opprefled  by  the  domineering  fac-  ^'^^  C*^- 
tion  at  Arezzo.    As  thofe  troops  were  to  march  through  the^*^Ai^^*» 
territories  of  the  Arezziansy    their  expedition   might   have 
proved  fatal,  had  it  not  been  for  the  madnels  of  the  Arez-- 
xiansy  who,  underftanding  how  defpicable  the  Florentine  force 
was,  attacked  them  on  their  march  to  Cortona,   but  in  fa 
irrejgular  and  tumultuary  a  manner  that  the  Florentines  ob-^ 
tained  a  complete  viSory. 

Next  fummer,  the  Florentines  and  their  allies,  being  joined    A.  D. 
by  the  Arezzian  exiles,  marched  againft  Arezzoy   and  be-     ^3^ 
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and  hefieze  ^*^8^^  '^'     D"r»ng  the  fiegc,  Hptry  of  Luxemburgh^  who  bad 

Arezzo.  i  ^^i^^Jy  l^cen  cbofen  emperor,   fcnt  ambafladors    to  Florencef 

who  demanded  an  audience  of  the  magiftracy.     This  being 

granted,  the  purpofe  of  the  ambafly  was  declared  to  be,  that 

lYit  Florentines  ihould  prepare  to  receive  in  their  city  Henryj 

who  was  about  to  march  into  lialy^  at  the  head  of  a  vatt 

army,  and  that  they  (hould  defift  from  the  fiegc  of  Jrexzo. 

According  to  Ruobaldi  of  Ferrara^   V(ho  Hved   near  tbofe 

times  *,   the   Florentines  and  the  Boiognefe^    and  the  other 

Guelphs  of  Italy ^  had  fecretly  entered  into  a  league  not  to 

They  enter  obey  Henry.     This  confederacy  feems  to  be  con^med  by 

into  a  con-  Jretin  *»,  who  tells  us  that  the  Florentines^  in  anfwer  to  the 

federacy      ambafladors,  exprelfcd  their  furprjze  that  a  Roman  emperor 

agaznft  the  ^[!^y^^  carry  his  barbarians  into  Italy^  and  at  the  farpe  time 

emperor^     juftificd  the  war  they  bad  undertaken  againft  AreKXJs.    Henrfs 

'  ambafladors  delivefed  the  fame  mefiage  to  the  Jr4z.zians^ 

and  ceceived  much  the  iame  anfwer.     The   campaign,  as 

ufual,  ended  in  depopulating  the  neighbouring  couatry,  and 

(be  Florentines  returned  to  their  own  city. 

By  this  time  the  emperor  had  advanced  as  far  as  libe  lake 

Leman  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  that  news  led  the  /%- 

rentines  into  very  lerious  confultations.    However  defpicable 

the  ftrength  of  Florence  was,  when  oppofed  to  that  of  Henry^ 

yet  they  behaved  on  tihis  occafion  wi^  vafl:  fpirit ;  and  after 

many  debates,  they  came  to  the  dangerous  Fefolution  of  re- 

fufing  Henry  admittance  into  their  city,  and  of  joining  with 

Robert  king  of  Sicdy^  who  foon  after  came  to  Florence^  where 

he  met  with  great  honours,  and  ftaid  for  almoft  a  month. 

A.  D.    According  to  Jretin  ^j  it  was  then  the  Guelph  led^gue,  of  the 

13>  ^*     Italian  ftates,  was  formed  ;    but  we  rather  think  it  was  then 

confirmed.     The  emperor  was  attended  by  Leopold  duke  of 

'^^  Aujlria^  and  Radolphus  of  Bavaria^  with  Baldwin  archbifliop 

^ItS     ^^  ^^^'^y  **«  bifliop  ofLi^4,  the  counts  of  Savi^  and  Fltm- 

oimy.  j^^^  ^j  other  lords  of  the  empire' ;    fo  that  the  German 

army  was  very  formidable.     As  no  emperor  of  GermaHy  had 

ewer  been  bi  Italy^  fince  the  time  of  Frederick  II.  pope  CU' 

ment  V.  though  he  had  before  invited  "him,  now  put  himfelf 

at  the  head  of  the  confederacy  againft  bim.     The  greatnels 

of  Henryh  army  and  court,  rendered  his  marches  very  flow, 

which  was  of  (ome  fervice  to  the  Florentines.    Notwithftand- 

ing  the  danger  they  were  in,  they  this  year  fent  an  army  to 

the  aflifiiance  of  the  Are%suan  Guelphs^  who  were  hard  pr^d 

by  their  adveriaries,  but  iclieved  by  the  Florentines*     The 

."^  '^ 

•  MuRAToJtr,  tom.,ix.  pag,  259.        ^  Page  87.        *  Ibid. 
'  Heiss's  Hift.  of  the  Empire,  pag.  329. 
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I^grenum  Gibel'msj  however,  joined  the  emperor ;  and  even 
Danie  himfelf,  in  one  of  his  cpiftles,  bitterly  reproaches  the 
Florentims  for  their  conduit '^j  in  refifting  him;  and  many 
meilages  paiTed  between  them  and  the  emperor,  who  conti» 
nued  moft  of  the  year  about  Milariy  Cremona,,  and  Bre/cia^ 
and  other  places  in  that  neighbourhood.  X^e  Florentines 
fliJl. continued  obdinatc ;  but  many  of  the  wifer  and  more* 
moderate  amongft  them,  propofed  a  kind  of  an  aA  of  am- 
ne%,  for  re- admitting  their  exiled  brethren,  which  at  Jail 
pafled  ;  but  by  the  intrigues  of  one  Baldh  a  mercenary  law- 
yer, it  was  clogged  with  grea^  numbers  of  exceptions,  which 
afterwards  proved  of  vaft  detriment  to  the  (late*  Amongft 
thofc  who  were  excepted  was  Dante  the  poet. 

Great  numbers,  however,  were  reftored  by  this  a£l  ofProgrefi^ 
atnnefty,  and  the  confederacy  now  extended  to  Florence^ 
Lucca^  Ssenna^  Pi/iota^  B^hgna^  Citta  di  Cq/iellOf  and  a  great 
number  of  other  (mailer  Aates,  who  all  ranged  thcmfeives  un- 
der the  banners  of  Relet  t  k^ig  of  Sicily^  and  Bologna  wa$  ap- 
pointed to  be  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  all  their  forces,  as 
being  moft  convenient  for  preventing  the  emperor*s  march 
ink)  Tyfeanf,  The  emperor  (pent  the  winter  of  the  year  1 31 1 
at  Gen^a^  which  lent  him  twenty  long  gallies,  and  in  the 
following  March  he  arrived  at  Pifa^  in  bis  way  to  Rome ;  but 
remained  fome  days  at  Viterbo^  that  he  might  the.  better  un- 
derftand  the  ftate  of  Italy ^  which  he  found  moft  miferably 
divided.  His  intention  was  to  re-enabliih  tbe  imperial  au- 
thority there,  and  he  had  made  himfelf  be  crowned  king  of 
Lomhardy  at  Milan  \  but  he  could  Hot  prevail  upon  the  pope 
and  the  cardinals  to  crown  him  in  Rome.  Having,  however, 
a  great  fadlion  in  that  city,  he  re(blved  to  force  his  way  into  it, 
though  be  was  oppofed  by  John  the  prince  of  Moreoy  brother 
to  Robert  king  of  Sicily,  The  Florentines^  ever  faithful  to 
their  engagements,  qnderftanding  how  things  went  at  Rome^ 
fent  their  friends  there  a  ftrong  reinforcement ;  fo  that  it  was 
with  th€  utmoft  difficulty  that  he  forced  his  way  into  the  ci^, 
aiwl  was  tumuhuoufly  crowned  by  fome  cardinals  in  the  church ^;i^f^^^. 
of  St.JohnLateran  on  the  firft  of  Auguft^  131 2.  This  ix- nation  of 
regular  coronation  would  have  been  but  of  little  fcrvlce  to  the  emperor 
the  emperor,  had  he  not  been  favoured  by  the  inteftinedi-«/Ronie^ 
vifions  which  at  this  time  prevailed  all  over  Italy.  He  had 
made  himfelf  matter  of  Milan  and  Cremona^  the  latter  by 
force  ;  and  obliged  Parma y  plcenza^  and  Piacenza,  to- ac- 
knowledge his  authority,  and  pay  him  money.     Padua  paid 

«  Cit>naca  di  dino  Compagni  apud  Muratqri,  torn*  ix.  pag. 

532- 
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him  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  and  fubmitted  to  receiV^ 
a  governor  from  him  ;  and  Venice  made  him  a  prefent  of  a 
magnificent  crown  of  gold,  enriched  with  diamonds :  and 
he  appointed  governors  in  all  the  cities  that  either  volunu- 
rily,  or  by  force,  fubmitted  to  him.  Nicholas  bilhop  of  Bro^ 
tonto  *,  who  attended  Henry  in  this  expedition,  informs  us, 
that  the  Florentines  on  this  occafion  fent  one  Ricardd  Hugueti^ 
to  make  up  matters  with  the  emperor,  but  that  they  de-» 
ceived  him.  Aretin  is  filent  as  to  that  ambafly  ;  fo  that  pof- 
fibly  it  was  no  other  than  a  fecret  negotiation  between  the 
emperor  and  the  heads  of  the  Gibelin  party  in  Florence  (A). 
Be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  certain  that  the  emperor  was  enraged 
beyond  all  meafure  with  the  king  of  Sicily  and  the  FUrem- 
tineSy  to  whom  he  imputed  all  the  difficulties  he  encountered* 
His  German  army,  by  this  time,  was  fo  greatly  harrafled  and 
weakened,  that  he  was  in  no  condition  to  march  againft 
^^  Robert ;     he  therefore  refolved  to  vent  his  rage  upon  -PA- 

marcbes  rence^  and  advanced  againft  that  ftate  by  the  way  of  Pen^ia^ 
againft  Cortonay  and  Jrezzo^  keeping  the  Appennines  on  his  right.  In 
Florence^  his  march  he  was  joined  by  all  the  Florentine  exiles,  who  had 
been  excepted  out  of  the  late  zQt  of  amnefty.  The  Fkren- 
tinesy  mean  while,  were  not  wanting  to  themfelves:  they 
called  in  all  their  troops,  which  were^in  excellent  order,  and 
charged  their  generals  to  do  all  they  could  to  oppofe  the  cni'* 
.  peror;  but,  if  poffible,  to  avoid  coming  to  a  battle.  The 
emperor,  however,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  feveral  places  of 
their  territories  ;  and  at  laft  came  to  Anci/a,  where  the  FU- 
rentine  army  was  fo  ftrongly  entrenched,  that  he  could  not 
have  proceeded,  bad  he  not  been  dire(^ed  in  his  march  by 
ihc  Florentine  exiles,  who  knew  the  country.  The  bi(hop 
of  Brotonto  fays,  that  the  emperor's  army  was  then  in  very 
bad  plight^  but  that  the  emperor,  having  beaten  part  of  the 
Florentines^  would  certainly  have  made  himfelf  mafter  of  y/n- 
cifoy  had  he  attempted  it.  Aretin  s  account  is  pretty  much 
the  fame  ^  ;  and  it  appears  upon  the  whole,  that  Henrft  atii- 
molity  againft  Florence  hurried  him  into  a  wrong  ftep,  by  his 
leaving  Ancifoy  and  the  main  part  of  the  Florentine  army,  at 

•  Iter  Italicum  Henrici  Segtimi.  Imper.   apud  Mvratori, 
torn.  ix.  pag.  922.  **  Aretin.  pag.  90. 

( \)    Notwithftanding     this  to  the  Florentine  hiftory  at  this 

feeming    omiffion,    the  agree-  time,    is  wonderful,   when  we 

mcnt?  amongft  the  Italian  au-  cohfider  the  faiSUons  that  then 

thors,  in  all  particulars  relating  tore  Italj, 
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his  back,  and  marchirf|  againft  Florence^  which  he  immsr 
diately  invefted  on  the  nde  of  the  Cafantint  gate. 

The  Ftarentmesy  on  feeing  the  imperial  ariny,  imagined  tobtch  H 
that  their  troops  had  been  totally  defeated  at  Amifa^  and  thi^  bifieges^ 
belief  threw  them  into  a  confternation  that  terminated  in  ^^^, 
defpair.  They  manned  their  walls,  and  repaired  their  for- 
tifications; but  Aretin  does  not  comprehend  why  the  em- 
peror did  not  take  the  firft  advantage  of  the  confternation 
of  the  Florentims^  and  affauh  the  city,  in  which  cafe  he 
probably  would  have  made  himfelf  mafter  of]  the  place  ^. 
The  bimop  of  Botronto^  who,  at  this  time,  attended  the  em- 
peror's perfon,  accounts  for  this  omii&oii,  by  telling  us,  that 
the  emperor  then  was  in  a  defperate  fiate  of  health ;  that 
he  had  not  with  him  above  three  hundred  horfe ;  that  his 
camp  was  unprovided  of  every  thing,  through  the  madnefs 
of  the  Germans^  who  had  made  a  military  defert  wherever 
they  came ;  and  that  they  were  obliged  to  buy  at  double 
•  price  their  provifions  from  the  Gihelinsj  who  attended  the 
army,  and  who  left  him  as  foon  as  their  turn  was  ferved. 
in  fa^,  x\kt  FUrentines^  from  defpair,  reflefted  with  amaze-* 
nient  on  their  own  condition.  They  fummoned  their 
confederates  to  their  affiflance,  and  the  Lucquefe  fent  them 
three  thou&nd  foot,  and  fix  hundred  horfe,  all  well-ap- 
.  pointed  uoops.  In  a  few  hours  their  own  army  arrived  from 
Ancifa^  by  a  different  route  from  what  the  emperor  had  taken, 
and  they  were  now  fo  fecuce,  that  though  the  emperor  was . 
encamped  within  three  hundred  paces  of  their  walls,  they 
fcarcely  perceived  that  ^cy  were  befieged.  Henry^  on  the  is  forced  i$ 
laft  da^  of  November  J  raifed  the  (lege,  but  not  without  being  rai/e  the 
harrailed  in  his  retreat  by  the  Florentinei.  When  he  canae/rj^* 
to  Cafdanoy  which  he  beQeged,  he  received  a  Arong  rein- 
forcement from  Pifa  of  three  thoufand  foot  and  five  hun« 
dred  horfe,  and  one  thoufand  Genoefe  crofs-bows.  The  bifliop 
of  Botronto  acknowledges,  that  the  Germans  committed  great 
irregularities  during  this  Aege,  by  burning  a  great  many  places, 
and  taking  others.  Amongft  the  latter  was  the  caftle  of 
St,  Marjy  where  ContarJi,  of  the  family  of  Filache^  then  one 
of  the  nobleft  in  Venicey  was  made  prifoner.  The  Gibelin 
fadion  were  earned  with  the  emperor  to  have  taken  off  this 
nobleman's  head,  that  he  might  thereby  fttike  the  greater 
terror  into  his  enemies.  The  emperor,  however,  chofe  tq 
difmils  him  in  fafety,  which  he  accordingly  did,  on  condi- 
tion of  his  returning  to  fUrence^  and  endeavouring  to  con- 
ciliate the  minds  of  his  countrymen  to  the  emperor.    Con-' 

'  Aretin.  pag.  ^o. 
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far£  aeqaifted  himfelf  lilc«  a  man  of  honour  as  to  die  condf- 
tions  of  bis  releafe;  but  without  Aicceft.  On  his  return  ¥> 
the  emperor,  he  laid  the  principal  blame  of  the  ftubborn- 
nefs  of  the  Florentines  upon  the  bifhop  of  Flerona  and  his 
clergy,  who  were  perpetually  haranguing  the  people  to  fland 
by  their  liberties  againft  the  emperor.  The  emperor,  while  he 
lay  before  Cafiiano^  was  To  little^  formidable  to  the  Fiorfn- 
rentinesy  that  they  dimifled  their  auxiliaries,  and  harrafled 
him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to  raife  the  /iege» 
and  removed « to  Poggiohnza^  formerly  called  B&mtitttft\ 
where  he  rebuilt  th«  fortifications  that  had  been  razed  by 
Charks  of  Anjou.  But  though  it  was  now  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  his  army  was  fo  harrafled  by  the  Floreniinesy  that  he 
was  obliged  to  keep  the  field  till  the  beginning  of  jMuatjy 

1213- 
Th  B  emperor's  obftinacy,   however,   in  continuing  diia 

war,  gave  the  Florentines  fuch  apprehenfions,  that  they  re-* 
folved  to  apply  to  Robfrt-  king  of  NapUs^  Sicily  being  the» 
under  Frederick^  for  affiftance,  as  tjiey  expeded  he  would  re- 
new the  war  next  fpring  with  more  fury  than  ever*  They 
chofe  for  their  ambaiTadors  Giacomo  Bardi  and  Dardano  Ac-* 
tiaioli.  They  were  inftruftcd  to  repair  to  Sienna  arid  A- 
r4igia^  that  they  might  excite  thofe  ftates  to  join  in  the  com- 
mon caufe,  and  likewife  to  apply  to  the  Lucquefe  and  B^- 
hgnefe.  All  of  them  ordered  their  deputies  tajoin  with  thofe 
of  Florence.  Robert  received  the  deputies  with^hc  utmoft  af- 
fedion,  and  promifed,  if  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom  would 
fiiffer  him,  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Tufcan  confede- 
racy in  perfon^  and  in  the  mean  time,  he  fent  his  brother 
Peter  to  their  afBftancc  with  a  body  of  cavalry.  This  gave 
great  fpirits  to  the  Florentirtes ;  but  they  were  quickly  damped 
by  a  demand  made  upon  them  from  Robert  of  three  months 
pay  for  his  horfemen.  This  demand  was  the  more  unfeafon- 
ibfe,  as  the  ftate,  of  late,  had  been  put  to  lb  great  expence^ 
that  the  public  treafury  was  cxhaufted ;  nor  would  their 
other  allies  contribute  to  any  Ihare  of  the  expence.  In  vain 
they  applied  to  Robert  for  a  mitigation  of  his  demand  ;  and 
part  of  the  money  being  paid,  thev  cxpefted  him  to  fulfil 
his'  promife.  Robert  knew  the  dreaa  the  Florentines  were  un- 
der of  fubje&ion  to  the  envperor,  and  trifted  wkh  them  fe 
long,  that  they  were  forced  to  come  to  a  refolution  of  oflfcr- 
ing  to  hirt  the  fovereignty  of  their  city  and  dominions  fdr 
five  years.  Thb  was  done  by  the  prefidents,  who  were  veftcd 
with  authority  from  the  people  for  that  purpofe ;   but  upon 
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the  followio^  exprefs  conditions,  vt%.  *<  That  the  king  himfelf 
in  periba,  or  one  of  bis  fons  or  brothers*  ihould  refide  in  Flo^ 
rtnu ;  that  no  exile  fliould  be  reftored  ;  that  the  people 
ihouM  be  governed  by  their  own  laws ;  and  that  the  power 
of  the  prefidents  fhoMld  continue.''  Deputies  were  then  ap* 
pointed  by  the  ftate,  who  repaired  to  Naples^  and  made  a 
tender  to  Robert  of  his  new  fovereignty.  Robert  began  hit 
government  with  an  a£t  of  juflice  highly  approved  of 
by  the  Florentines*^  for  the  prefidents^  who  had  been  the 
main  inftruments  of  conferring  the  government  upon  him, 
prefuming  upon  the  great  fervices  they  had  done  him«  foli- 
ctted  h'un  for  certain  immunities  to  themfelves  and  their  fa* 
milies,  and  other  privileges,  which  were  incompatible  with 
the  liberties  of  the  people ;  Robert^  after  ratifying  the  inftru- 
ment  by  which  he  received  the  government,  rejefted  thb  ap- 
plication with  the  utmoft  difdain  and  diflike. 

While  the  emperor  continued  at  Poggiobonza^  he  entered  Tbe  em* 
into  a  league  with  Frederick  king  of  AV/i^  ^gainft  Robert,  feror 
Their  intention  was  to  invade  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;   and  leagues 
Fredirick  for  that  purpofe  furniflied  the  emperor  with  a  large  'witb  tbe 
fum  of  money.     This  fupply  enabled  the  emperor  to  take  ^i^^  ^f 
into  his  pay  fcventy  Genoefe  gallies,  to  hire  more  troops  in  ^^^^^ 
Germany^  and  to    make  other  preparations,   which  might  ^«?^'2^ 
liavc  proved  fatal  both  to  Florence  and  Robert^  had  not  the^''"* 
empctor  himfelf  died  near  Sienna^  in  the  midft  of  his  expp-  yj^  ^^^ 
dition  againft  Florence  and  its  confederates,  in  Augufty  I'^^'X^ ptror  dies. 
Authors  of  no  mean  rank  ^  tell  us  he  was  poifoned.    He 
certainly  was  a  violent  but  impolitic  priiice.     Before  his  death  m^  cba* 
he  had  anogated  to  himfelf  the  fovereignty  of  all  Italy^  and  ra^er. 
had  fummoned  all  the  princes  and  ftates  of  it  'not  only  to 
do  him  homage,  but  to  pay  him  tribute.     The  Florentines' 
and  their  allies  had  the  courage  to  oppofe  htm ;    for  which 
reafon  he  denounced  vengeance  againft  them,  and  publiflied 
cdids,  giving  them  up  to  the  fword,  by  putting  both  thenri 
and  Robert  king  of  Naples  to  the  ban  of  the  empire.     Xhia 
is  faid  to  have  i>een  the  fentence  of  his  own  death,  by  giving 
the  Florentines  th^  hint  to  poifon  him,  which  a  Dominican^ 
hired  by  them,  did,  in  adminiftering  to  him  the  facrament. 
Whatever  may  be  in  this  (for  the  (slA  is  not  fufficiently  (6) 

autheo- 

«  Voltaire,  Heiss,  &c. 

(B)  Ferretus  FrnceniinuSf  SL  CO'  tores,  has  given  us  a  very  mi- 
temporary  aathor  of  great  ere-  nute  accouDt  of  this  prince's 
dit,  poblifhed  by  Muratori,  vol.  death ;  but  leaves  no  room  for 
ix.  01  hizRerumltalicarum  Scrip'     thinking  that  it  happened  by 
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Tutbenticated)  it  is  certain  bis  deatb  bappened  very  cilit-« 
cally  for  the  Florentines  and  tbeir  allies,  as  well  as  for  the  king 
of  Naples^  becaufc  it  abfolutcly  deftroyed  tbe  ftrong  confede- 
racy that  had  been  formed  againft  them.    The  Genoeje  fleet 
was  difmifTed^  and  the  imperial  arm^   returned  to  derma^ 
ny ;   while  Frederick^  who  was  then  befieging  Reggio^  was 
obhged  to  return  with  his  army  to  Sicily.     The  face  of  af- 
^      fairs  all  ^over  Italy  was  now  changed.     The  Florentines  and 
their  allies  had  been  highly  exafperated  againft  the  Pi/ans, 
for  the  afErtance  they  had  given  to  Henry^  and  determined 
to  take  a  fcvere  vengeance.    The  Pifans^  upon  this,  chofc  for 
their  governor  Uguicio  Fagiolani^  in  hopes  of  being' able,  by 
his  means,  to  break  or  weaken  the  confederacy  againft  them. 
FGgio!a::i  immediately  took  into  his  pay  eight  hundred  German 
borfe,  part  of  the  emperor's  army,  and  made  great  prepara- 
tions againft  ih^  Lucquefe^  who,  upon. that  occafion,  imitated 
the  example  of  the  Florentines^  by  putting  themfelves  under 
the  protcdiion  of  the  king  of  Naples.    The  elegant  hiftoriatk 
of  i%r^«f^  obferves  **,  that  this  objcSion  rendered  them  lefs 
alert  than  they  had  been  before  in  the  field,  becaufe  thejr 
trufted  too  mnch  to  Roberts  protedlion.     The  Florentines^ 
however^  punflually  performed  all  their  engagements  with  the 
Lucquefe^  and  Fagiolani  for  fome  time  thought  proper  to  (hut 
^  D^     himl'clf  up  in  Pifa.    But  no  fooner  did  the  confederates  re- 
1 1,/     tire,  than  he  attacked  the  JLwf^a^  territories  with  fo  much 
fury,  thae  he  forced  them  to  a  fcandalous  peace,  by  which 
they  delivered  up  feveral  of  their  forts  to  the  Pifans^  and  were 
obliged  to   re-admit  into  their  city  all  their  Gibelin  exiled. 
^       The  latter  demanded  to  be  reinftated  in  their  effaSs ;    but 
this  meeting  with  oppofition,  a  civil  war  broke  out  in  the 
city.    The  Florentines^  on  this  occafion,  gave  a  noble  proof  of 
^^'^'^thei^  good  faith  :    they  had  remonftrated,  in  the  ftrongeft 
^  '  -'     ^'  terms,  againft  the  pufillanimity  of  the  Lucquefe  in  concluding 
the  late  peace  ;  but  ftill  they  fupported  their  friends  in  Luccii. 
The  Gibelin  fadion  there,  on  the  other  hand,   applied  to 
Fagiolaniy    who  came   to    their  adiftance  with  his  German 
horfe,   plundered  the  houfes  of  both  parties  in  Lucca,  and 
drove  all  the  Lucquefe  Guelphs  out  of  that  city. 

So  fudden  a  revolution  of  government  could  take  p1a6c 
only  in  an  Italian  ftate,  balanced,  as  that  of  Lucca  was,  "be- 

^  Leonard.  ARETI^^• 

poifon.     He  tells  us,   indeed,     till  after  he  was  giitn  over  by 
that  a  Dcmlnjcan  gave  him  the     his  phyficinn?. 
facrarr.eat  j    but   this  was   not 
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iv9een  two  powerful  parties.  The  Lucquefe  exiles  retired  to 
fome  efiates  they  had  upon  the  Lawer  Arnoy  where  they  im-  Lucquefe 
plored  the  proteflion  of  the  Florentinesy  which  they  received  exiles /u€^ 
in  an  eminent  degree.  They  not  only  fent  them  fuccours,  ctmredly 
by  which  they  were  enabled  to  maintain  their  forls,  but  ap-  ^f'  ^^ 
plied  by  an  ambafly  to  the  king  of  Naples  for  affiftance.  ^^^^* 
Raherty  to  keep  up  his  credit  with  the  Tufcan  dates,  whom 
he  now  confidered  as  his  fubjefls,  immediately  ordered  his 
brother  Peter  to  march  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  horfe  to  Flo- 
rntct.  Peter\  firft  c^re,  after  arriving  there,  was  to  make 
up  matters  with  the  jfrezziems^  whofe  government  continued 
yet  to  be  Gibelin,  left  they  fhould  join  with  Faghlaniy  and 
the  Gibelins  of  Lucca  and  P:fa,  This  great  point  )>eing  ef- 
fefted,  the  Fkrentines  appliedf  themfelves  entirely  to  the  war 
againft  Pifa ;  while  Fagiolani  as  brifkly  pufhed  that  againil; 
the  exiled  Lucquefe^  the  ^ijioiam^  the  people  of  MiniatOy  the 
Voherransy  and  other  ftates  confederated  with  Florence^  that 
were  open  to  his  incurfions.  At  laft  he  formed  the  fiege  of 
Caiino.  In  the  mean  while  Philipy  prince  of  Tareniuniy  an- 
other brother  of  Robert  king;  of  Naples^  came  to  Florence^ 
and  gave  fuch  life  to  the  Fhr^tinesy  that  they  put  him  at 
the  head  of  all  the  troops  they,  could  mufter  up,  and  he 
marched  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Catino.  Fagiolani^  On  his  fide,. 
made  fuitable  preparations  to  moet  him ;  but,  as  he  was 
inferior  in  ftrengtb,  he  remained  on  the  defendve,  though 
without  raifing  the  fiege.  But  Fagiolani  found  himfclf  undec 
a  necc/fity  of  returnipg  to  Lucca^  where  bis  prefence  was  ne- 
ceHary  to  prevent  a  new  revolution.  This,  however,  he 
could  not  do  without  coming  to  a  battle.  Amongft  the  con- 
federates of  Florence  were  the  Siennefe  and  CoUenefe  (C),  whom 
Fagiolani  attacked  with  fuch  fury,  that  he  drove  them  upon 
the  main  body  of  the  Florentines,  The  latter,  however, 
bravely  made  head  againft  their  enemies ;  but  Fagiolani*^ 
German  horfe.  breaking  in,  they  were  put  to  a  total  rout,  and 
two  thoufand  of  them  were  cut  in  pieces,  befides  great  num« 
bers  who  were  drowned.  Philipy  who  commanded  the  army, 
was  that  day  fick,  fo  that  the  command  devolved  upon  his 
younger  brother  Petery  who,  together  with  Philip^s  eldeft 
fon  CharUsy  was  killed  in  the  battle*.     This  victory  was  noc 

«  Aretin,  pag.  95.    Janotti  Maketti  Hiftoria  apudMu- 
ratorium,  vol.  xix.  pag.  103Q, 

(C)  The  inhabitants  of  CfliV,    it  fcarcely  deferves  that  Bamn 
a  town  of  Tu/catty^  fo  fmall  that    though  it  is  tl)e  feat  of  a  bifhop. 
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btoodlefs  on  the  fide  of  Fagiolani.    The  Flornttims  killed  his 
eldeft  fon,  and  cut  in  pieces  his  iirft  line  of  foot. 

The  Florentines  {hewed  great  diflatisfadion  at  the  condud 
of  their  commanders  that  fatal  day,  and  it  was  increafed 
when  they  faw  Catino  furrendered  to  the  conqueror,  and  that. 
the  Icing  of  Naples  made  no  motion  for  ai&fting  tbeni.  At 
laft  they  began  to  talk  of  chufmg  another  protefior,  when 
Novelloy  one  of  Robertas  generals  came,  but  with  fcarce  anv 
attendance*  to  put  himfeif  at  the  head  of  their  army.  This 
difappointment  rendered  the  Florentines  ftill  more  outrageous^. 
Two  fadions,  the  Roy^lifts  and  the  Anti-royalifts,  iprung 
up  in  the  city,  who  often  came  to  blows  with  e;ich  other ; 
and  there  ibuft  have  been  an  end  of  the  Florentine  liberty, 
had  not  the  Pifans^  in  attemptihg  to  throw  of  FagiolanTs 
yckpy  given  his  army  fuch  a  diverfion  that  the  Florentines  re* 
ceived  a  breathing* time. 
The?\tan$  It  was  at  this  period  that  the  famous  Cajhuccio  Caftruccam 
rebel  appeared.     His  perfonal  hiftory  will  come  hiore  properly  im- 

^ainft       that  of  Lucca.     It  is  fufficient  here  to  fay,  that  he  was  at  this 
Fagiolani.  tjQjg  ^  young  man  of  wonderful  endowments,  both  of  body 
and  mind,  and  was  one  of  tJnp  Lucquefe^  who,  upon  the  late 
revolution,  had  been  re-admitted  into  that  city  ;   where  fall- 
ing under  Fagiolani's  difpleafure,  he  was  imprifoned,  when 
he  was  at  the  height  of  his  reputation,  after  doing  Fagiolani 
the  moft  important  fervices.     Fagiolani  made  no  fecret  that 
he  intended  to  put  him  to  death,   as  he   had  done  many, 
other  noble  Pifans  and  Lucquefe ;  but  the  latter  took  arms  in 
bis  favour,  and  freed  him  from  his  imprifonment.     Fagiolani  ' 
bearing  of  this,  marched  out  of  Pifa^  intending  to  reduce  the 
contumacious  Lucquefe  \  but  he  was  no  fooner  gone  than  the 
Pjfam  (hut  their  gates  againft  his  return,  while  the  Luc^ 
quefe  expelled  him  their  city  \    and  thus  in  one  day  he  loft 
two  principalities,  and  was  obliged  to  fly  with  his  fon  to 
Luna^  now  Arid,     Both  the  Pifans  and  Lucquefe  after  this 
put  themfelves  under  the  proteSion  of  the.  king  of  Naples^  to 
the  great  difcontent  of  the  Florentines^  who  were  in  hopes  of 
being  revenged   upon  the  'Pifans  for  their  defeat  at  Catino  : 
being  afraid,  however,  of  injuring  the  common  caufe  by  dif* 
union,  they  at  laft  ratified  what  the  king  had  done. 
NrwregU'     This  year  is  remarkable  for  a  new  regulation  made  in 
laihn        Florence,  by  which  every  horfeman,  who  went  to  war,  was  to 
about  or-   have  his  helmet,  hreaft-plate,  gauntlets,  cuiflfes,  and  boots 
nuur.        all  of  iron  ;    a  precaution  wthich  was  taken  on  account  of  the 
difadvantages  their  cavalry  had  fufFeied  from  their  light  ar- 
mour at  the  battle  of  Catino.    Guido,  m  Tufcan  count,  whofe 
cfiate  lay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  FUremiy  was  then  gover- 
nor 
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sor  of  tlie  dty  under  fijobtrt^  who  grew  daily  more  and  more 
impopular  there ;  not  fo  much  from  any  real  grounds  of  dif- 
fatWadioo  the  people  bad,  but  becaufe  the  ieeds  of  enmity 
ftill  fubfi/ling  among  the  noble  families,  if  one  favoured  the 
king,  it  was  caufe  Tu£ficienC  for  the  ether  to  appofe  him. 
Qmd9W2s  perfedly  well  acquainted  with  the  interdh  and 
difpofitions  of  the  FlorsntinsSy  and  SL&cd  with  fuch  incompa* 
laUe  wifilom  and  moderation,  that  he  made  up  above  fifty 
capital  qoarreb  fubflfiing  amongft  nob!e  families,  and  thereby 
all  of  them  were  reconciled  to  the  king ;  fo  that  he  reduced 
Fbrence  tofuch  aftate  of  tranquility  and  unanimity  that  it  fcarce 
had  ever  known  before.  This  period  i^  further  remarkable 
fer  the  good  bith  with  which  the  Florentines  continued  to 
affift  their  allies,  by  fupporting  the  Guelpbs  of  Cremona  and 
Parma  againft  their  enemies. 

ROBERT  kin^  of  Naples  was  at  this  time  at  Genoa^  where  A.  IX 
a  fadion  of  the  citizens  put  him  in  pofTefCon  of  that  city.     i^. 
Meeriog,  however,  with  a  flrong  oppofition,  he  applied  to?^^  Fio- 
the  Flarentimst  who  were  then  at  peace  both  at  home  and'^'^^"^ 
abroad,  and  their  allies,  for  affiflance,  which  was  accordingly^^  ^^ 
fent  him*  and  did  him  great  fervk:e.     The  empire  at  this^^<^y* 
time  was  vacant,  and  had  continued  fo  ever  fince  the  death      ^ 
of  die  emperor  Henry  of  Luxemburg  in  Italy .    Pope  Clement  V. 
bad  condemned  the  memory  of  that  emperor^  and  had  re- 
verfed  his  fentence  againft  Robert  king  oi Naples.  Not  content 
with  that,  be  pretended  that  Robert  was  his  vafTal,  and  that 
Cfae  holy  fee  had  a  right  to  govern  the  empire  during  its  va« 
cancy ;    he  therefore  named  Robert  to  be  the  imperial,  or 
rather  the  papal  vicar  all  over  the  imperial  fiefs  and  pofTef- 
lioDa  in  Italy^  and  it  was  under  that  pretext  he  had  £Ot  foot* 
in  Qgnoa.    The  expelled  Genoefe^  however,  being  fupported 
hf  France^  Robert  could  not  have  maintained  his  footing  ia 
that  city,  without  the  affiftance  of  the  Florentines.    Upon 
the  death  d(  Clement  V.  John  XXII.  fucceeded  to  the  fee  of 
Rome.    Although  his  f^ither  was  only  a  (hoe-maker,  he  pre* 
tended  to  the  fame  right  his  predeceflbrs  had  done  of  depp* 
fing  kings,  and  difpofiog  of  empires ;  but  the  Gibelin  intereil 
was  at  this  time  very  ttrong  in  Italy.     The  Florentines  bad 
weakened  themfelves  by  the  great  fupplies  they  had  fent  19 
Genoa  and  France  againft  Roberts  enemies.    The  bifliop^  o£ 
Jrezzo  had  again  in  a  manner  got  poiTeffion  of  that  city ; 
zndCaJtruaio  of  Lucca^  who  was  a  foldier  of  fortune,  having 
been  (>radifed  upon    by  the  Gibelins^  brought  the  Lucquefe^ 
whom  he  entirely  governed,  to  declare  againfi  the  Floren^ 
tines.  Thus  Fkrerue  had  a  more  formidable  enemy  than  ever 
to  encounter,  no  g^ctal  in  Italy  being  then  thought  com- 

F  4  parable 


Digitized 


by  Google 


7^^  ^         The  Hiftc^  of  Florence"; 

paraWc  to  Cajlruccio^  either  for  intereft  or  reputation.  All 
at  once  he  invaded  and  laid  wade  the  territories  of  Florence^ 
and  tool^  many  fortified  places,  procieeding  as  far  as  Empoli. 
The  Florentiifes J  upon  this,  were  obliged  to  recal  one  thoufand 
borfe,  who  were  ferving  the  king  of  Naples  in  his  Genoefe 
wars.  Cajlruccio^  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  (hew  his  power, 
immediately  marched  towards  G//2^^,  but  was  obliged  to  re* 
turn  by  an  irruption  which  the  Florentines  made  |nto  the  Ltu^ 
quefe  territories.  His  ambition  was,  if  poflible,  to  fight  the' 
Florentines  \  but  the  latter,  confcious  of  his  fuperiority,  kept 
upon  the  defenfive  all  that  year,  but  not  without  a  great  lois 
of  reputation  as  we]'»  as  territory. 
neir  Next  year  the  Florentines  made  a  league  with  Spineita,  a 

nuarstuith  l^ucqueje  nobleman  of  great  property,  whom  Cojlrucdo  had 
Callruc-  injured;  and  raifing  two  armies,  they  invaded  the  Lucquefi 
^*^'  territories  from  different  quarters.    With  one  army  they  laid 

fiege  to  Figbini\  and  with  the  other  marched  A\xc&\f 
againft  Lucca^  retaking  a  great  many  places  they  had  before 
loft.  Caftruccio  loft  no  time  in  oppofing  this  double  inva- 
fion,  and  marched  with  wonderful  expedition  to  the  relief  of 
Fighini.  The  Floreniinesy  on  his  approach,  abandoned  the 
fiege,  and  made  a.  more  hafty  retreat  than  was  conflftent 
.  with  their  honour.  Cajlruccioy  however,  could  not  bring 
them  to  any  decifive  a£t}on,  and  with  great  difficulty,  ana 
fome  lofs,  they  returned  to  Florence.  Upon  which  Caftrucm 
recovered  all  the  places  he  had  loft,  and  took  feveral  others. 

The  affairs  of  the  Florentines  were  at  this  time  in  a  low 
ftate,  chiefly  through  the  lofs  of  reputation,  and  their  having 
no  man  of  great  confequence  to  head  them.  They  had  fuffered 
greatly  by  the  fuccours  they  had  fent  to  the  king  of  Naples^ 
and  their  other  allies;  and  they  were  fo  involved  in  war 
and  difficulties  in  the  year  1 321  %  that  they  were  obliged  to 
,  create  twelve  affiftant  prefidents  for  the  management  of  af- 

fairs :    they  likewife  that  year  added  fome  new  fortifications 
to  their  city, 
f  The  ancient  league  between  (D)  the  Florentines  and  the 

Piftoians  ftill  fubfifted,  and  the  former  fent  Julie^  one  of 

^  Aretini,  pag.  98. 

(D)  The  following  particu.  This  Manettius  is  an  unexcep- 

lars  of  the  league  between  the  tionable  author,  not  only  as  he 

fijloiani  and  CqftrucciQy  are  ta-  was  a  Florettiine  of  great  rank 

Jcen  from^  the  Piftoian  chronicle  and  confideration,  but  governor 

pf  Janottiusy  ov  JannoSlius  Ma-  of  Pijloia,     Arttin  is  very  lamq 

petti,  a  Florentine,  publifhed  by  in  this  period  of  his  hiftory. 


filffra/ori,    tom.  xix,    pa^  987, 
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their  beft  olicers  with  a  body  of  horre  to  the  affiffanc^  of  the 
latter,  Ctf/frtrraV  having  a  ftrong  party  in  their  city,  and  an 
eye  upon  their  government.     At  the  fame  time  P/w,  a  Flo- 
rvnUm  knight,  was  governor  for  the  icing  oi  Naples  in  Ptjioia^ 
'  All  that  yulio  could  do,  was  to  prevent  Caftruccio  from  mak- 
ing himfeif  mafter  of  Piftoia  ;    but  he  could  not  hinder  him 
from  adually  laying  the  Pijtuian  territories  under  fuch  heavy 
contributions,  that  the  inhabitants  wi(hed  for  nothing  fo  much 
as  a  peace,  and  fome  citizens  of  great  eminence  managed 
matters  fo,  that  they  brought  about  a  conference  between  ^The  Pif- 
Caftruccio  and  Pino  for  that  purpofe  ;   but  they  difagrecd  upon  toians 
the  terms  *.    This  treaty  gave^  fo  great  uneafincfs  to  the  Flo-  trtat  w//A 
rentines  that  they  fent  for  Pino  to  Florence ;    and  in  the  mean  Cafh-uc- 
timc  ihcPi/toians  of  themfelves  chofe  a  new  governor,  onc^^^»  ^^ 
Fumoj  a  partizan  of  Caftruccio.    Ormanni^  prior  of  the  mo->^*^^  ^* 
naftery  of  Pefcioy  was  of  the  fame  fa^ion,  and  extremely  ^^'•* 
adive  in  getting  all  the  enemies  to  Caftruccio  removed  out  of 
the  government.     Ormanni*s  influence  wa^  (o  great  in  the 
Aate,  that  he  got  the  common  people  publicly  to  declare  for 
a  treaty  with  Caftruccio.    The  Florentine  government,  under- 
fiarnling  this,  fent  a  formal  ambafIy,confifting  of  fix  noblemen, 
and  as  many  principal  citizens,  to  diflfuade  the  Piftoians  from 
making,  at  leaft,  a  feparate  treaty.    Ormanni  hearing  of  this 
deputation,  wrote  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Piftoian  terri- 
tories, ddlring  them  to  repair  inftantly  to  that  city,  if  they 
were  for  peace  witb  Caftruccio,    In  the  mean  while,  the  Flo- 

*  reniine  ambafladors  were  received  with  the  utmoft  politenefs 
1>y  Ormanni^  and  the  heads  of  his  fadlion  ;  but  by  his  ma- 
nagement, the  gates  of  the  city  and  the  palace  were  fuddenly 
feized  by  the  people,  and  all  the  magiftratcs,  whom  they 
fufpeded  to  be  averfe  to  peace,  were  difplaced.  Ormanni  * 
pretended  to  the  Florentine  deputies,  that  this  had  been  dono 
without  his  knowledge,  and  againd  his  intention^  but  at 
the  fame  time  he  privately  invited  Cajiruccio  to  advance  towards 
Piftoia^  to  give  weight  to  the  revolution. 

It  does  not  appear,  from  Af/zw/i/'s,  relation,  that  Ornunmi  Rtvolu" 
hithenowas  more  (incere  with  Cajiruccio  than  he  had  been //W  in 
with  the  Florentine  deputies ;  who,  upon  the  news  of  Cajlruc^  Lucca* 
//V's  approach,  haftily  left  Pijlgia^  and  with  fome  difficulty 
faved  two  noblemen,  whom  Ormanni  defigned  to  have  put  to 
death.     After  this,  he  took  upon  himfeU  the  exercife  of  the 
government,  drove  out  of  the  city  all  who  oppofed  him,  and 

•   left  the  people  to  be  plundered  and  opprefled  by  his  rapacious 
l^infoien.     He  flill,  however,  endeavoured  to  keep  fair  wiUl 

I  Manstti  apud  MuRAT.  p.  1031, 
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Caflrucm ;  but  the  latter,  percehriog  that  Ontmnm  was  oAf 
amuTing  bim,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  greateft  part  of  die 
Ptftoian  territory.  This,  together  with  Chmannf%  own  inib- 
lence,  rendered  him  extremely  unpopular;  and  Philips  his 
nephew,  a  man  of  much  greater  addrefs  and  moderations 
ftript  him  of  his  power ;  but  behaved  (b  as  to  keep  well  both 
with  Cqftruccio  and  the  Florathms ;  though  it  was  not  long 
before  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  government  of  Pi/hm  in- 
tirely  to  Caftrucdo, 

While  this  revolution  was  bringing  about  in  Plftoia^  the 
Flonntims  fent  an  army  to  the  relief  of  their  allies  of  Sietmti^ 
while  the  turbulent  bifhop  of  Arezzo  befieged  and  took  Fr§m^ 
vuH^  and  perfecuted  with  fire  and  fword  all  the  allies  of  Fh^ 
rence  in  the  territories  of  Arezxo^  who  fent  to  Florence  for 
affiftance.  Thebifliopwas  thenbeiieging^/Zpiu;  and  though 
^^  the  Florentines  might  well  have  excufed  themfelves.  On  account 

of  the  multiplicity  of  the  wars  they  were  engaged  in,  from 
%  tinderraking  a  new  one,  yet  they  immediately  ordered  a 
powerful  affiftance  to  their  confederates.  But  the  biihbp  by 
this  time  had  taken  and  razed  to  the  ground  Vekna ;  upcm 
which  the  F/0r^^i»/ auxiliaries  returned  home,  as  the  bifliop 
did  to  Arizzo.  l^he  difficulties  in  which  the  Florentines  were 
now  involved,  feem  rather  to  increafe  than  damp  their  fpirits. 
They  iilceflantly  put  their  allies,  who  were  chiefly  compofed 
of  exiled  Guilphs^  in  mind  of  Caftruccio\  power,  and  the 
danger  the  liberties  of  Ti^^iry  were  in  from  him;  and  this  they 
did  with  fuch  fucceis,  that  they  once  more  allembled  a  power* 
ful  army  in  Flenme.  This  checked  Caftruccio*%  progrefs  for 
fome  time;  and  the  Fhrentines  even  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  the  Genoefiy  whom  they  affifted  with  a  body  of  land- 
forces,  upon  condition  that  the  Ge^oeft  ihould  affift  them  wUh 
a  fleet  againfl:  the  Lucqueft^  to  give  a  diverfion  to  Caflrucas^ 
An  officer  /While  preparations  were  making  for  this  expedition  by  land, 
Tiwii  an  ofiicer  of  approved  fidelity,  who  had  the  command  of  three 
from  the  hCindred  horfe,  deferted  with  hb  men  to  Cajhrucde.  The 
Floren-  Florentines  thought  that  this  had  happened  through  the  cor- 
^"*^*  niption  of  the  ofiicer ;  and  each  dreading  another,  the  expe- 
dition came  to  nothing.  This  gave  an  opportunity  to  Ca/hrtu* 
€10  to  m  Ae  a  frefli  irruption  into  the  Florentine  territories,  as 
far  as  St.  Mimato ;  and  then  he  returned  triumphantly  to 
Luccoy  boafting  that  he  had  inflicted  upon  his  enemies  thofe 
calamities  they  had  intended  againft  him.  In  the  mean  while 
•the  bifliop  of  Arezzo  fell  upon  Fagiolanrs  eftates,  which  lay 
at  the  foot  of  the  Appennines;  and  after  taking  feveral  of  hn 
caftles,  he  befieged.  Rondino.  Thb  fmall  city  and  territory " 
had  been  always  faithful  to  their  confederacy  with  Fhnnce^ 
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and  tbe  inhabitants  immediately  implored  its  protedion.  The 
Florentines^  with  forrowful  hearts,  found  the  danger  they  were 
cncoiDpafled  with  was  fucfa,  *  that  they  could  fend  no  relief  to 
their  brave  allies,  who,  after  a  refinance  of  fome  months, 
were  obliged  to  give  up  their  town  to  the  biihop.    In  tho 
mean  while  Caftruccio  had  advanced  as  far  as  Prato^  which 
lies  almoft  half  way  between  Florence  and  Piftoia^  and  but  a 
few  miles  from  both.   .This  fpread  fuch  an  alarm  through 
FUrencit  that  the  people,  without  waiting  for  orders,  ran  to 
arais,  marched  out  of  the  city,  and,  to  the  number  of  twenty 
tboufand,  faced  Caftruccio.    The  latter  was  ftanled  at  fuch 
fuperior  numbers  to  his  own ;  but  not  caring  to  attack  an  en- 
raged multitude,  though  he  made  difpofitions  for  fighting,  he 
withdirew  in  the  night- time  from  Psftoia\  fo  that  next  morn- 
ing tbe  Florentines  oeheld  no  enemy.    Manetu  informs  us  S 
though  Jretin  is  filent  on  the  matter,  that  RaimonJ  Cardoni^ 
who  had  been  one  of  the  pope's  generals  in  France,  was  the 
Florentine  commander  in  this  expedition.    It  is  certain,  that 
the  morning  after  Cqftruccio*%  retreat,'  the  Florentines  were 
dreadfully  mortified  in  perceiving  they  had  no  enemy  to  fight. 
The  common  people,  and  all  who  bad  ferved  as  volunteers 
in  the  expedition,  were  for  purfuing  the  enemy ;  but  the  no- 
bility oppofed  them.    This  begat  fuch  differences  in  the  army, 
that  U  was  rcfolvcd  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  council  of  pre- 
fidents  at  Florence ;  but  debates  running  as  high  amongft  them 
as  they  had  done  in  the  army,  the  common  people,  who  had 
been  left  behind,  being  joined  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bouring tbwns  and  country.  Who  all  of  them,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  repaired  to  Florence,  forced  their  magiftrates  to  continue 
the 'expedition,  and  to  attempt  the  x^AvL&xon  of  Lucca  itfeif. 
This  tumultuous  refolution  is  z^  tumultuoufly  exprefTed  by  the 
Florentine  hiftorians.    It  is  certain,  that  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  people,  in  hopes  of  bringing  Cqftructio  and  his  army 
in  chains  to  Florence^  marched  to  join  their  army  near  Praio. 
But  when  they  came  upon  the  fpot,  the  whole  formed  an  un- 
wieldy difo/derly  concourfe ;  and  a^er  a  few  altercations  with 
the  nobility,  the  main  body  returned  to  Florence^  where  new 
difficulties  flarted  on  the  following  occafion. 

While  the  Florentines  were  trembling  at  the  approach  of 
Caftruccio  to  Prato,  they  pafied  a  decree,  by  which  the  Flo* 
rentine  exiles,  who  were  very  numerous,  and  all  of  them  men 
of  fervice,  were  promifed  re-admiiBon  into  the  city,  if  th^ 
would  appear  in  arms,  and  join  their  countrymen  againrc 
Caftruccio*    This  brought  a  great  body  of  exiles  to  the  Flo» 

^  Manetti  apudMuRAT.  p.  1035. 
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rentlne  camp;  where  the  nature  of  the  difputes  between  the 
nobles  and  the  people  who  returned  to  Florence^  convinced 
them,  that  they  would  have  fome  difficulty  in  being  reinftated 
in  the  immunities  that  had  been  promifed  them.  Being  bet- 
ter mounted  than  thp  reft  of  the  Florentine  army,  which  was 
now  on  its  march  back  to  Florence^  they  thought  to  have  got 
the  ftart,  and  to  have  entered  Che  city  before  them  >  but  the 
prevailing  party  vyithin  the  waUs  (hut  the  gates  againft  them  s 
they  therefore  were  obliged  to  epcamp  without  the  gates  K 
Next  day  the  main  army  re-entered  the  city,  and  the  exiles 
marched  to  Prato^  from  whence  they  fcnt  eight  deputies  to 
treat  with  the  magiftracy  and  people  of  Florence. 
Divtfions  Those  deputies  found  the  city  greatly  divided.  The  re- 
$n  Flo-  admiflion  of  the  Florentine  exiles  had  been  carried  throu^ 
reoce«  by  the  prefidents,  who  infifted  upon  the  performance  of  the 
public  faith;  and  they  were  joined  by  the  nobility,  who, 
being  now  cured  of  their  attachment  to  the  pope,  fought  to 
ftrengthen  their  intereft  by  the  re-admiifion  of  the  exiles. 
The  people,  on  the  other  hand,  oppofed  that  re-adoiiffion, 
tiot  only  from  a  fpirit  of  pertinacioufnels,  but  on  account  of 
the  behaviour  of  the  nobility  in  the  late  expedition.  The 
party  of  the  nobles  and  magiftracy,  however,  prevailed  fo  far, 
fhat  the  deputies  of  the  exiles  had  a  public  hearing.  In  thb 
audience  they  ftrongly  urged  the  decree  of  the  prefidents  in 
favour  of  their  re-adroiffion.  Upon  their  withdrawing,  one 
of  the  (hrewdeft  among  the  popular  advocates  infilled,  that  the 
prefidents,  who  were  but  truftees  of  the  public,  were  not  au- 
thorized, by  the  conftitution  of  their  government,  to  make 
any  fuch  decree  without  the  confent  of  the  people,  whofe 
fenfe  ought  to  be  confulted  upon  the  qccafion.  Great  objcc- 
^  tions  were  likewife  raifed  againft  the  exiles  for  their  leaving 
their  camp,  and  attempting  to  force  their  way  into  the  citv« 
It  appears  from  Jretin  ^^  as  if,  in  fuch  cafes  of  debate,  the  FU^ 
rentines  had  proceeded  to  ballot,  which,  in  this  queftion,  went 
,  greatly  againft  the  exiles  ;  upon  which  the  aftembly  was  dif* 
mifled,  and  the  exiles  came  to  a  refolution  of  forcing  their 
way  into  the  city*  This  could  not  be  done  without  confute- 
ing  their  friends  within  the  walls ;  and  while  that  was  in  agi- 
tation^ the  ciciz,ens,  more  than  fufpefiing  the  matter,  double^ 
their  guards,  and  manned  their  walls ;  fo  that  when  th^ 
The  exiles  exiles,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand,  came  to  execute 
difafpaint-  their  defign,  ihcy  perceived  it  had  been  difcovercd,  and  found 
ed*  themfclves  under  a^  ncceflity  of  abandoning  it. 

^  Ar£tini,  p.  loo.  ^  Ibid.  p.  ic2; 
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ThMir  appeatance  before  the  gates  was  evidence  fufficient 
to  the  people  that  they  had  accomplices  in  the  city;  but  the 
^pular  proceedings  on  this  occafion,  though  without  prece- 
dent, were,  beyond  all  example,  wife  and  moderate.  Having 
tio  pofitive  proof  againft  any  one,  and  yet  convinced  that  fome 
of  them  were  guilty,  they  met  in  a  body,  and  every  one 
^vn'ting  down  the  name  of  the  perfon  he  fufpeded,  all  the 
notes  were  thrown  into  a  kind  of  balloting  box ;  and  upon 
examination  it  was  found,  that,  by  the  plurality  of  the  aflem^ 
biy's  tickets,  their  fufpicions  were  fixed  on  three  perions, 
.Prurigo  or  Americo  Donaii,  Teggia  Frefcobaldi^  and  Lotteringo 
Gerardini.  Thofe  noblemen  being  cited,  appeared  before  the 
ma^ftracy,  where  they  juftified  the  fafpicion  of  the  people, 
by  owning  that  they  knew  of  the  confpiracy  of  the  exiles,  but 
that  they  bad  not  encouraged  it.  This  being  what  is  called, 
by  the  Jaw  of  England,,  mifprifion  of  trcafon,  each  had  a  mo- 
derate fine  (A)  impofed  upon  him,  and  were  fubjeS  to  a  (light 
fliort  banifhment.  This  fentence  being  pronounced,  the 
people  furniflied  themfelves  with  what  they  called  penons,  from 
whence  the  Englijh  have  the  fame  word,  which  were  diminu- 
tives of  their  great  flags  of  arms;  and  to  which  they  could 
refort  on  occafions,  either  when  they  could  not  join  their 
great  ftandards,  or  when  their  magiftrates  prohibited  their 
being  difplayed. 

At  this  time,  the  conftitution  of  Florence  received  a  new  AViy  re^ 
and   an  important  alteration.     The  eleflion  of  mz^{ki2iit% gulations 
had  always,  til!  then,  been  carried  by  a  majority ;  but  this  in  Flo- 
provirtg  the  fource  of  great  heats  in  the  ftate,  it  was  agreed  rence. 
that  the  eleflbrs,  who  confifted  of  the  prefident  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  colleges,  fhould  write  upon  tickets,  and  inclofe  in 
a  cheft,  the  names  of  fuch  citizens  as  they  conceived  to  be 
proper  for  magiftrates ;  and  that,  when  the  day  of  elcdion 
came,  (o  mapy  of  thofe  names  fhould  be  cafually  taken  out, 
after  {baking  the  cheft  or  coflFer,  according  to  the  numbeV  to 
be  chofen  5  and  thoft  names  that  were  firft  drawn  were  to  be 
the  magiftrates  eled-     Their  perfons,  however,  were  fubjeft 
to  two  difqualifications ;  which  were,  that  no  man  could  be       •      * 
a  Inagiftrate  who  had  ferved  in  the  fame  poft  within  three 
years,  or  who  had  a  brother  or  near  relation  in  the  magiftracy. 
Their  authority  was  to  continue  three  years  aild  a  half  (B).  . 

(A)  Aretirft  words  are.  Duo*  (B)  Though  this  method  of 

hus  milllbus  c^ris  fingtdi  eorum  chufing   by  lots    continued  as 

nudtati.     This  fum,  according  long  as  Florence  could  "be  called 

to  the  befl:  of  my  infortnation,  a  republic;  ytt  Aretin^  p.  103, 

did  not  exceed  50/.    fterling  thinks   that  its  evil  over-bal- 

api^e.  laRced  its  good  confequences. 

While 
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While  Fbrence  was  thus  providing  for  the  fecuricy  of  hef 
liberty,  fhe  was  in  danger  of  lofing  her  territory,  which 
Cajirucdo  was  laying  wade  oo  the  one  hand ;  while  the  bi(hop 
of  Amzzoj  on  the  other,  took  Tifernumy  or  Citta  di  Co/IiUb^ 
.The  neighbourhood  and  power  of  the  Arezvuan  prelate 
alarmed  fome  of  the  Tufcan  fiates  fo  greatly,  Piruggia  parti* 
cularly,  that  they  renewed  their  league  with  Florena  for  three 
years,  and  refolved  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  Citta  di  Cq/ietk. 
Caftruuioy  who  had  excellent  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  bis 
enemies,  was  at  this  time  lying  near  Fucettiy  a  town  of  great 
'  importance  on  the  frontiers  of  Lucca^  but  in  pofTeflbn  of  the 

Fbrentims^    Being  unable  to  take  it  by  force,  he  had  recourfe 
to  money,  and  corrupted  part  of  its  garrifon  with  a  large  fum; 
fo  that  he  found  admittance,  in  a  dark  and  (lormy  night,  with 
one  hundred  and  fifty  horfe  and  five  hundred  foot.     The  un- 
corrupted  part  of  the  garrifon,  and  the  citizens,  finding  they 
were  betrayed,  ran  to  arms,  and  drove  Caftruccioy  after  a  moft 
bloody  encounter,  to  the  upper  part  of  the  town  ;  wheie  he 
was  obliged  to  barricade  himfelf  and  his  troops,  in  hopes  of 
his  being  joined  next  day  by  the  main  body  of  his  army.     But 
the  neighbouring  garrifons  in  the  intereft  of  Floririce^  difpefl- 
ing  what  had  happened,  from  the  fires  they  (aw  lighted  up  in 
the  tiight-time  within  the. place,   fent  fuch  reinforcements 
next  morning  to  the  garrifon,  that  Cajirucdo  could  no  longer 
maintain  his  ground  ;  and  receiving  a  wound  in  his  face,  he" 
efcaped  with  great  difficulty,  and  with  the  lofs  of  almoft  his 
whole  party.     This  year  there  was,  by  tacit  confent,  a  kind 
of  a  ceflation  of  arms  between  the  Florentines  and  the  JriZ'^ 
zians  i  but  the  former  joined  their  troops  with  the  Siennefe^ 
tht  Bologne/e^  and  their  other  confederates,  in  the  expedition 
againft  Citta  di  Cafiello.     By  this  time  Caftruccio  had  become 
intirely  matter  of  Pijioia,  where  he  gave  his  daughter  in  mar- 
riage to  Philips  who  fome  time  before  had  for  that  purpofe 
goifoned  his  former  wife. 
Inteftint        This  danger  from  abroad  feemed  rather  to  increafe  than 
dinjifions     abate  the  intefiine  divifions  of  Florence,     The  people  attri« 
tbtre.       .  buted  all  their  misfortunes  to  the  mifmanagement  or  corrup* 
tion  of  their  magifirates,  whom  they  difplaced  at  the  next 
general  eledion  ;  and,  antongft  others,  one  Nardi  Bordo^  or 
Berdoj  vfhom  they  refolved  to  impeach  before  it^^^'s  go- 
vernor for  treafon.     The  prefidents,  either  favouring  the  ac- 
cufed,  or  confcious  of  his  innocence,  fent  him  abroad  in  a 
public  charader;    and,  when   the  day  of   trial  came,    his 
brother,  attended  by  the  officers  of  the  prefidents,  pleaded 
his  employment  as  an  excufe  for  his  abfence.     The  prefident, 
who  was  JSordy$  encmy»  ovcr*ruIed  this  plea  -,  and  from  words 

they 
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jA^  pioceeded  to  blows.  The  prefidenC,  favoured  by  the 
people,  remained  mafler  of  the  field ;  and  not  only  pro- 
nounced fentence  againft  BorJ^,  but  badiihed  his  brother  out 
€tf  the  city. 

The  war  all  this  while  was  going  on  brifldy  between  the  Ffgnfs  tf 
Fienntirm  and  their  confederates,  who  had  fiill  Raimoni  at  the  war 
their,  bead,  and  Caftrucao^  who  remained  on  the  defenfive,  ^'^w«r« 
ibut  up  mPtficia.    Raimandy  to  draw  him  to  a  battle,  made  9*^^^ 


— ""—  —f  —  —  ^~ — -  . — ■ — — -  — ^  — -—  —  -^— - — -^y.  -..— — w   . 

difpoiitions  as  if  he  was  about  to  beficec  Ticianu  and  fent  out  ^^  ip 

foraging  parties  to  the  very  gates  of  Ftfioia.     Thofe  move-  A.^^^^ 

nents  amufed  Caftruaioy  fo  that  Raimond  made  himfelf  maf-      ^^ 


ter  of  Capiano  and  Falam.  This  great  fucceis  of  the  allies 
gave  the  Florentines  fuch  fpirits,  that  they  reinforced  their 
army  under  Rmmondy  fo  as  that  the  whole  amounted  to 
twenty  thoufand  foot,  befides  borfe.  They  then  befieged 
Topalci,  a  sctj  iirong  place,  with  a  garrifon  within  it  of  five 
btmdred  men,  but  very  unwholfomely  fituatcd  on  the  fide  of 
a  lake.  The  befieged,  expeSing  every  day  to  be  relieved  by 
Caftruccioj  made  an  obftina^  defence  ;  but  the  difeafes  "which 
the  allies  cootraded,  during  the.  fi<s^e,  ruined  their  army. 
C^fimcM  advanced  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  and  did  all 
that  an  able  general,  at  the  head  of  an  army  inferior  to  that 
of  his  enemies,  could  do  to  raife  the  fiege  (D) ;  but  being  de- 
feated in  ieveral  oiKounters,  the  town  was  yielded  to  the  al- 
lies. A  great  divifion  now  fucceeded  amongft  them,  con- 
cerning their  fubfequent  operations  :  fome  were  for  returning 
to  PUrencej  on  account  of  the  great,  mortality  that  had  hap- 
pened in  their  army,  and  the  diminution  of^  their  troops  by 
leave  of  abfence,  and  other  accidents.  -  The  majority,  bow- 
ever,  carried  it  for  an  expedition  againft  Lucca  itfelf.  As  the 
ground,  over  which  the  army  was  to  march,  was  very  woo^^y 
and  uneven,  an  advanced  party  of  one  hundred  horfe  were 
detached  bdror&  to  reconnoitre.  They  were  attacked  by  the  twbo  are 
like  number  from  Cajiruccio^  army,  which  remained  fiill  in  deftiued* 
the  neighbourhood  \  and  both  parties  being  fiipported  from 
tbeir  main  bodies,  a  general  engagement  followed,  m  which 
the  bravefi  on  both  fides  were  killed,  and  Cajiruccio  hionfelf 
was  wounded.^  but  the  day  was  decided  in  his  favour,  though 

(C)  The  reader  is  to  obferve,  the  fituation  of  them.    I  have 

that  the  face  of  the  coentry  of  therefore  thought  proper,  where 

Tu/cany   is  now  fo  greatly  al-  there  is  any  doubt  concerning 

teredy  that  feveral  places  men-  them,  to  keep  as  near  as  I  can 

ttoned  here  have  now  hardly  any  to  the  names  given  them  by 

exigence.     Nor  are  the  Italian  Jretin^ 


wjjicrs  themfelves  agreed  aboat 
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Ralmond  made  an  orderly  retreat,  and  even  laid  fothfc  claiffi 
to  the  vidory* 

RA IMOND,  however,  could  not  re-infpire  the  Ftoren" 
tines  with  courage  fufHcient  to  keep  the  field,  and  their  d<f- 
jcition  after  the  battle  correfponded  to  their  prefumption  be- 
fore it.  CaflrucciOy  on  the  other  hand,  fenfible  of  the  im- 
portant vi6tt)ry  he  had  obtained,  made  difpofitions  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war  againft  the  Florentines  with  greater  vigour  than 
ever*  For  this  purpofe  he  applied  to  Galeazto^  vifcount  of 
Milan.  He  fent  to  his  affiftadce  his  fon  Azo^  a  young  prinde 
of  great  fire  and  courage,  with  eight  hundred  horfe,  who 
immediately  fet  out  for  Lucca.  While  they  were  upon  their 
march,  Caftruccio  found  means  to  fprcad  fo  many  fufpicioite 
reports  amongft  the  Florentines^  that  their  general  did  not  find 
it  fafe  for  him  to  march  to  intercept  the  Milanefe^  But  no 
fooner  was  it  known  that  the  latter  were  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Lucca  J  than  the  Florentine  army  fell  back  to  Tdpalci, 
and  from  thence  to  Fucetti.  They  were  t>urfued  by, Gajiruc- 
do  and  the  Milanefe^  who  fell  hi  with  their  rear,  and  drove 
the  Florentines  into  fuch  a  fituation,  that  they  had  no  fafety 
but  by  fighting.  A  defperate  battle  enfued,  in  which  their 
lieutenant-general  under  Raimond^  being  (as  it  is  faid)  cor- 
rupted hy  Cajiruccioy  gave  way ;  and  the  Mtlanefi  horfe  making 
themfelves  matters  of  a  bridge  by  which  the  Fhreniines  were 
to  retreat,  a  terrible  flaughter  foltowed,  in  which  the  FloreH* 
tines  were  cut  in  pieces,  and  their  general  with  his  fon  were 
taken  prifoners  by  Cafiruccio^  who  likewife  made  himfelf 
matter  of  all  their  camp  and  baggage.  Cajlruccio  improved 
this  viflory  by  conquering  the  Florentine  territory,  and  laying 
it  watte  to  the  very  gates  of  Fhrence,  which  he  infulted  for 
fome  days  with  all  the  indignities  he  could  devife.  He  then 
l*eturned  by  the  way  of  Prato  to  Lucca^  where  he  paid  his 
Milanefe  auxiliaries  out  of  the  immenfe  booty  he  made  in  the 
field.  This  punftuality  was  fo  pleafmg  toAzo^  that,  in  re- 
venge, as  he  faid,  for  the  Florentines  having  alwajrs  taken 
.  part  againtt  the  vifcounts  of  Milan^  he  led  his  horfe  once  more 
againtt  the  Florentines ;  but  not  being  able  to  bring  them  to  a 
battle,  he  braved  the  inhabitants  within  their  walls,  returned 
to  Lucca^  and  from  thence  home. 

'  FLO  RE  NCR  was  at  this  time  in  a  moft  deplorable 
fituation.  Gaftruaio  renewed  his  ravages^  and  burnt  down 
all  that  his  fiiry  had  fpared  before.  This  obliged  the  country 
people,  with  their  families,  to  fly  to  Florence^  which  created 
firtt  a  famine,  and  then  a  peftilence.  There  mutt  now  have 
been  an  end  of  that  republic,  had  it  not  been  for  the  mode- 
ration of  the  bi£hopof  irfrrzz^,  who  began  to  grow  jealous  of 
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CafiruciWs  grcatnefs.  The  latter  again  andagafft  foHciled 
^hac  prelate,  and  lYit  Arezscians^  to  revenge. the  former  inju- 
ries and  loQes  chey  had  fufFered  from  the  Plonntinei^  and  td  ' 
undertake  the  fiegeof  chat  city  On  one  (ide,  while  he  carried 
it  on  on  the  other.  The  prelate  firmly  rejeidled  this  pfopo- 
/aJ ;  upon  which  CaftrucM  carried  his  devaftations  into  th^ 
Flwintine  territories. lying  towards  the  v^\c  of  Mt^fUi^  at  thd 
foot  of  the /fpp€fminest,  The  reader  who  knows  the  fertility 
and  riches  of  the  FUrentint  territory,  will  not  be  furprifed  ac 
Ca/irucci$  ftiil  finding  freOi  objects  of  rapine  and  devaflation^ 
<He  met  with  no  oppofition  in  the  fielcl  \  but  upon  his  return 
towards  5/|n/,  which  lay  within  fight  of  PUrence^  the  FU^ 
rentims  Tent  out  one  thoufand  foot  and  two  hundred  horfe* 
to  difpute  an  advantageous  pafs  by  which  he  mufl  march. 
Had  this  qrder  been  expeditiouily  executed,  Ca/lruccU^  in  all 
probability,  mufl  have  been  defeated,  or,  at  leaft,  forced  td 
j-e/jgn'tbe  dXtQs  and  cattle  he  had  taken  i  but  he  had 
^t  clear  of  the  pafs  before  the  Florentines  came  up,  and  ar- 
rived fafe  at  Segni ;  where  he  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  his  fue* 
cefles,  that  he  ordered  money  to  be  flruck  in  commemoratioil 
of  them  *. 

The  .Florentines  boffe  their  ihisfortube  with  incredible  coft-  Conffanef 
ftancy  :  they  named  two  new  officers  to  take  care  of  the  of  the  FlL 
fortifications  of  the  city,  which  were  repaired  and  improved*  rcntiuesi 
and  took  precautions  for  preventing  CqftrUccio's  return  to  the 
vale  ofMugelli.  In  the  mean  while  the  pope,  being  exaf- 
perated  with  the  bt(hop  of  Jrezzo^  for  having  taken  Citta  di 
CaJielU^  and  holding  it  againft  his  cxprcfs  injunctions  and 
coraioands,  firuck  off  Coriona  from  the  fee  of  Arevzo^  and 
named  one  iL?iit^,  of  the  family  of  Uiertiy  for  its  (irft  bifhop. 
Ckidoj  bifhop  of  y/rrz%«,  looking  upon  the:  ereiBion  of  thia 
new  btfliopric  to  be  a  robbery  committed  upon  himfelf,  im« 
mediately  laid  fiege  to  Laterina^  while  the  Arez%ians  demo- 
iifhed  tbei  houfes,  and  plundered  the  eftates  of  the  Uberii  fa« 
mily.  Laterina  was  taken  and  razed  to  the  ground  by  th^ 
prelate,  who  Sifter  this  took  Saiinum,  which  he  likewite  le* 
vclici 

Those  fuccefTes  of  the  biflbop  of  Jrezzo  rendered  Cajtrut* 
W^  jealous  in  his  turn.  He  offered  to  treat  with  the  Floren* 
tines  for  peace,  and  for  that  purpofe  employed  the  chief 
FhrerOim  prifoners  who  were  in  his  hands.  The  Plor$ntine$ 
were  fo  exafperatcd  by  the  loffes  they  had  fuflained,  that  they 
not  onlv  declined  all  advances  towards  a  peace,  but  deprived 
the  friends  and  relations  of  the  captives  of  all  places  of  power 

*  Aretin.  pag.  90. 
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and  truft  they  had  in  the  government,  left  th^  Ihould  fa* 
vour  the  negotiations.  At  the  fame  time  they  raifed  frefii 
troops,  atid,  though  theit  capital  enemy  was  in  a  manner  at 
their  gates,  thev  fent  two  hundred  horfe  to  the  affiftance  of 
their  tickgnefe  allies.  Upon  this  Caftruccio  laid  fiege  to  MurU^ 
a  town  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Prato*  This  place  was 
bravely  defended  by  Adimar  and  Pattio  againft  the  utmoft  ef- 
forts of  Caftruccio^  who  was  at  laft  obliged  to  turn  the  fiege 
into  a  kind  of  blockade  :  but  in  the  mean  time  he  renewed 
his  incurftons  to  the  gates  of  Floreme^  from  which  his  troops 
were  driven  with  great  lofs  by  the  Flormtines.  He  then  re- 
fumed  the  fiege  of  ilfur//,  which  continued  to  make  a  saU 
.  lant  defence  j  but  the  garrifon  having  no  profped  of  relief, 
was  at  laft  obliged  to  deliver  up  the  place,  after  an  bonour- 
ablev  capitulation. 
voho  rifign  DURING  thofe  diftrefles,  the  Florentines  applied  for  pro- 
their  city  tedion  once  more  to  the  court  of  Naples^  and  re(tghed  the 
to  the  government  of  their  city,  for  ten  years,  into  the  hands  of 
frince  of  Cjharks  prmce  of  Tarentum^  fbn  to  that  king,  who  made  great 
Taren-  preparations  for  taking  pofleflion  of  his  new  government.  A 
turn.  Frenchman^  whofe  name  was  Peter^  then  commanded  the 
Florentine  army ;  and  a  great  number  of  his  countrymen 
ferving  in  Caftruccio*s  troops,  he  found  means  to  enter  into 
a  conspiracy  with  them  for  delivering  the  important  fortre6 
of  Signi  into  his  hands.  This  confpiracy  was  difcovered, 
and  the  heads  of  it  weVe  put  to  death ;  but  this  difcovery 
tended  only  to  ^cttdtrVaffruccio^s  troops  jealous  of  one  an* 
other,  fo  that  he  came  to  a  refolution  of  razing  the  place. 
Peter,  who  knew  nothing  of'  the  difcovery,  advanced 
with  a  body  of  troops  againft  Segni,  where  he  found  the 
^ates  (hut  againft  hilm ;  while  Caftruccio  himfelf  renewed 
his  ravages  in  the  Florentine  territories.  Soon  after  tfiis  Caf 
iruccio  demoliflied  Segniy  and  removed  his  head-quartern  to 
Carmini,  where  he  overreached  the  Frenchman  in  his  own 
arts,  by  means  of  certain  emiflaries,  who  pretended  they 
Would  betray  Carmini  into  hb  hands.  Peter  marchM  with  a 
body  of  troops  to  take  pofleflion,  as  he  thought^  of  that  place. 
In  his  march  he  fell  into  a,  ftrong  ambufcade,  which  had 
been  formed  by  Caftruccio.  His  troops  were  partly  put  to 
the  fword,  and  partly,  with  himfelf,  taken  prifoners,  -and. 
put  to  death  in  cold  Hood  by  'Caftruccio^  on  pretence  that  ^ 
Peter^  by  his  intrigues,  had  tranlgrcfli^  the  laws  of  waix 
This  difafter  fervcd  to  redouble  the  inftances  of  the  Ftoren- 
fines  at  the  court  of  NapleSy  for  battening  the  march  of 
Charles  XQ  their  afliftance.    They  encreafcd  the  revenue  they 
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were  to  pay  him,  an<]  engaged  to  defray  the  expence^of  ibc 
thouCand  addiiionai  trbof>s  while  the  war  iafted. 

About  this  time  cardinal  Urjini  arrived  at  Florence^  as 
legate  from  the  ^pe,  ^Uid  waited  fome  time  for  the  arrival 
of  Charlis^  to  confult  upon  the  means  of  reftoring  the  tran- 
quility of  TIe^^m^.  Charlts^  in  his  approach  to  Flonnce^  fpcnt 
fom?  time  at  Sienna^  to  fecure  his  intereft  in  that  city  ;  and 
at  lafi  he  entered  Florence  in  vaft  pomp,  and  with  foch  a  re- 
tinue as  alarmed  many  of  the  Florentines^  y^ho  fignified  their 
appreheofions  that  their  public  liberty  was  about  to  fall  'a  fa« 
crifice  to  Charles  and  the  legate. 

GALEAZZOt  the  artful  vifirount  of  Milan^  w^as  well  ap- 
prized of  their  apprehenfions ;   and  being  an  enemy  at  once 
to  the  pope  and  the  king  of  Naples^  he  prevailed  with  the 
GibeUn  fa^'on,  both  in  Florence  and  all  over  Italy,  to  invite 
the  emperor  Lems  V.  of  Bavaria^  to  come  in  perfon  to  their 
affiflaoce^ib  J»h»  XXIL  continued  ftill  to  ftt  in   the  papal    A.  D. 
chair,  anJ  had  again« and  again  excommunicated  Z^u;/;.  The     1327; 
latter,  however,  Teceiving  great  encouragement  in  Germany, 
as  well  as  in  Itafy,  to  proceed  in  the  expedition,   palled 
the  Alps,  and  came  to  Trent,  with  his  emprefs.     He  there 
Aimmoned  a  general  ailembly  of  all  the  Italian  Gsiilins ;  and 
bia  profped  of  fucce&  was  fo  fair,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
next  year  he  marched  to  Milan,  where  he  was  crowned  king 
of  Lombardj/^  by  the  hands  of  the  turbulent  1)ifliop  of  Arezzo  :    A.  D. 
biit  Lnuis,  being  poor,  he  fleeced  the  Italianfiitp  fo  immo-     1329. 
derately,  that  they  foon  became  th-ed  of  his  govomment. 
Caftrucdo  was  by  nin)  honoured  with  the  title  of  hb  vicar  in 
Tufcany,  and  ftiU  continued  (he  war  againft  Florence,     The 
courage  of  Charles,    the  new  Florentine  governor,  was  far 
from  anfwedng  expe£lations.    Inftead  of  taking  the  field  in  ^j^^eefs  of 
perfooa  ^  gave  the  command  of  his  i^rmv  to  NoveUo,  tyoc  ^f^gir  ggm^ 
'  of  his  officers,  who  tpok  Monte  Alverno  in  ught  of  Cafiruccio,  ^aL 
and  befieged  Artinwii,  which  furrendered  upon  an  honourable 
capitulation*    While  Novello  was  in  this  career  of  fucoefs,  he 
was  recalled  by  CharHs,  to  oppofe  the  emperor,   who  bad 
pafled  the  Appennines,  and  was  in  full  march  towards  Pifa. 
Mov^h^s  return  Xo  Florence,  gwt  Caftrttcdo  leifiirc  to  payiis  . 
t^t£i$  to  the  emptor,  and  to  make,  him   a  preiient  of  a 
oonfideraUe  fum.of  nM>ney.    By  this  time  the  Pi/am,  hav 
ing  conceived  an  invincible  averiion  jto  the  emperor,  canae  to 
arefolution  todeny  him  admittance  into  their  dty.  This  was 
the  more  remarkable,  becaufc  they  were  amongft  the  firft  of 
itit  Italians  who  had  invited  him  into  Italy,  but^iis  exclufion 
was  owing  to  the  rapacioufnefs  of  himfclf  and  bis  attendants, 
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great  numbers  of  whom  were;  Prandfcan  monks  *.  Tbe  PifamSf 
however,  that  they  mrght  keep  fomemeafurcs  ofd&^cy  with 
him,  ofFered  him  fixty  thoufand  florins,  if  he  would  poftpone 
his  irifit  to  their  city.  The  offer  was  lefiifed,  and  the  Pifans 
difmifled  all  the  Girman  cavalry  that  was  in  their  pay,  but 
kept  their  horfes ;  and  came  to  the  refolution,  if  they  were 
attacked,  to  call  to  their  aid  Charles  and  the  florfntines. 
Ltivh  had  intelligence  of  all  thofe  proceedings,  and  Florence 
owed  her  liberty,  at  this  time,  to  the  firmnefs  of  the  Pifans^ 
and  the  differences  between  Cetftruccio  and  the  bifliop  of 
Arexxo, 
Stan  9f  '  The  ftate  of  Italy  was  now  very  fingular.  The  pope  had 
Italy.  lefs  power  there  than  he  had  in  any  part  of  the  Chriftian 
work).  There  was  indeed  a  great  party  who  called  them- 
feives  Guilph%\  but  they  affe£led  this  diftindion  only  to  keep 
.  ihemfelves  independent  of  the  Imperialifts,  and  \y\%  holinefi 
durft  not  even  truft  his  perfdn  in  Romey  but  generally  refided 
at  Lyonsy  or  fome  other  part  of  France*  Kotwitbftanding 
this,  though  the  pope  had  little  power,  he  had  great  Influence 
in  Italy-  Being  infatiably  covetous,  he  had  amaifed  five  and 
twenty  millions  of  ftorins  of  gold,  above  fix  millions  fteriing 
money,  for  tbe  places  and  benefices  he  fold  ;  and  the  ftates 
and  princes,  who  called  themfelves  Guelphsy  paid  him  no 
other  acknowledgment  for  the  great  corivenience  they  found 
in  (heltering  themfelves  under  his  name  and  authority.  Thus 
the  pope  and  they  were  of  mutual  fervice  to  eacb  other. 
Theextrava£ant  power  of  excommunicating  fovereign  princes^ 
'  which  he  aflumed  and  exercifed,  ferved  them  as  a  pretext  to 
keep  them  free  from  the  imperial  yoke.  The  emperor,  on 
the  other  hand,  carried  his  claims  to  as  extravagant  a  pitch 
as  the  pope,  by  pretending  to  fucceed  to  all  the  rights  and 
dominions  of  the  old  R»man  emperors  in  Italy^  and  even  to 
that  of  making  popes;  while  at  the  fame  time  he  was 
childifhly  devoted  to  the  fiiperftition  and  follies  of  the  papal 
religion }  and  his  power  in  Italyy  like  that  of  the  pope,  con- 
fift^  in  a  great  meafiire  in  the  conveniency  which,  the  Gihe^ 
tins  found  in  oppoiang  their  enemies  under,  the  fanAion  of  hit 
authority.  ^      ^ 

LEIVIS  thought  it  of  dangerous  confequence  to  his  af> 
fiiirs  to  be  refiifed  admittance  into  ^ifoy  and  appointed  com* 
mtffionerato  treat  with  the  magiftracy,  who  would  not  fuflSsr 
them  to  enter  the  city ;  but  confented  to  fend  deputies  to 
treat  with  the  bifliop  of  Arezaso^  upon  their  receiving  a  fafe 
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condud  for  their  return,  which  they  accordingly  did ;    but 
nothing  could  be  agreed  upon.     The  deputies  in  going  bacic 
to  Pifa^  were  intercepted  by  Caftruccio\  and  the  biOiop  com- 
plained of  Caftruccio  to  the  emperor,   as  if  the  affront,  had 
been  oficred  to  his  honour,  under  which  the  deputies  had 
treated.     Caftruccio  replied  with  equal  fpirir,  and  each  recri- 
minated on  the  other ;   but  it  was  very  dit'cernable,  that  the 
emperor  was  mod  inclinable  to  favour  Caftruccio.    This  dif-  J)tatb  of 
gufied  the  prelate  fo  much,  that  he  left  Ltwis^  and  probably  the  hijhop 
would  haye  reconciled  htmfelf  to  the  pope  and  the  Fhrentines^offittTLO. 
if  be  had  not  died  in  his  journey  to  Arezzo* 

After  the  bifhop's  departure,  Caftruccio  aded  as  general 
and  folc  mioifter  to  the  empteror.  The  Pifans  continuing 
refrafiory,  their  city  was  befieged  and  tal^en  ;  but  we  know 
of  no  feveritjes  in6i£ied  on  the  inhabitants,  farther  th^n  that 
they  were  burthened  with  the  entertainment  of  the  emperor 
for  almofi  two  months,  and  forced  to  furnifh  him  with  a  fum 
ofmonty^  and  other  nece0arjes,  for  continuing  bis  journey 
Xq  Ronu. 

CHARLES  of  Naples  no  (boner  heard  that  the  emperor 
was  fet  out  for  Rome^  than  calline  together  a  general  ailem- 
bly  of  the  Florentines^  he  laid  before  them  the  neceffity  he 
was  under  of  returning  to  defend  Naptei.  againft  the  emperor 
9jid  Ca/iruccio  I  but  he  acquainted  them;  that  he  would  leave 
them  for  his  deputy-governor  Philips  one  of  his  ableft  gene- 
rals, with  one  thouiand  horfe  to  afBft  him.  He  then  he  fet 
cut  for  Naples  by  the  way  of  Sienna  and  Perugia. 

Upon  the  departure  of  Charles,^  Philip  refolved  on  an  en-  Pifloia 
terprize,  which  makes  a  great  figure  in  the  Florentine  hiftory  1  taken  fy 
and  that  was  no  lefs  than  the  furprizal  of  Piftoia^  where  the  Flo- 
Caftruccio  had  left  feven  hundred  men  in  garrifon,  all  of  <  them  rentines. 
choice  troops.     He  concerted  his  meafures  with  two  Pifioian 
Otielph  cxi\t$^  who  promifed  to  be  his  condudors,  and  zNea* 
poEtan  nobleman,  whofe  name  was  Simon  Ttfa  *•    All  others 
were  ignorant  of  his  defign ;  and  this  probably  was  the  chief 
reafon  why  it  fucceeded.     In  confequenccof  their  agreement, 
be  marched  to  PratOy  where  he  prepared  fcaling  ladders,  and 
other  inftruments  and  machines  for  his  purpofe ;   and  being 
attended  with  a  body  of  two  thoufand  foot,  and  fix  hundred 
horfe,  he  arrived  that  very  night  under  the  walls  of  Piftoia. 
It  was  then  the  dead  of  winter,  and  the  froft  fo  fevere,  that 
the  waters  in  the  ditches  were  paflable,  whereby  the  exiles 
pame  near  enough  to  the  walls  to  mount  them  by  the  ^ffiC^ 
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tance  of  their  fcaling  ladders ;  and  they  were  followed  by 
about  one  hundred  of  iheir  party;  while  tbofe  without,  pal- 
fing  the  ditches,  attempted' with  pick-axes,  and  other  inftru- 
inents  they  brought  with  them,  to  penetrate  ^he  walls,  io 
which  at  lad  they  made  two  fmall  breaches. 

I^  the  mean  while  the  commandant  of  the  place,  in  going 
his  rounds,  perceiving  what  was  pafling,  alarmed  the  garri- 
fon,  who,  at  iirft  imagining  that  the  town/ had  been  betrayed 
by  the  inhabitants,  were  fomewhat  backward  in  (landing  to 
their  arms,;  but  feeing  the  townfmen,  who  were  by  this  time 
likewife  alarmed,  charge  the  enemy  with  great  vigour,   they 
feconded  them  fo  well,  that  the  Florentines  who  had  entered  . 
muft  have  been  cut  in  pieces  or  driven  back,  had  not  die  ^ 
breaches  been  fo  widened,  that  Philip  entered  them  at  the 
head  of  fome  of  his  horfe,  by  which  means  liefomewhat 
checked  the  furv  of  the  townfmen  and  the  gamfon.     Not- 
withftanding  this,  the  latter  was  fo  well  fupporteda  that  the 
aflailants  mud  have  been  repelled  with  great  lofs,  had  they 
not  found  means  to  fet  fire  to  the  gates,  by  which  the  whole 
body,  both  of  horfe  and  foot,  entered  the  place,  and  with 
great  flaughter  to  themfelves,  as  well  as  their  enemies,  gained 
(ome  ground,    and   puflied  on  towards    tl>c    market-place. 
This  fuccefs  w^  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  aftive  in- 
trepidity of  Philips  who  expofed  himfelf  to  all  kinds  of  dan- 
ger, and  ordered  a  body  of  bis  horfe  to  fecure  the  breaches, 
fo  as  to  take  from  his  own  foldicrs  all  hopes  of  flying.    The 
affailants  were  likewife  greatly  favoured  by  the  confuuon  and 
hurry  of  the  women,  children,  and  the  more  fearful  part  of  the 
citizens,  which  greatly  alarmed  and  difordered  the  garrifon  and 
townfmen;  and  Cajfrt/ccio's  two  fons,  retiring  with  the  gar- 
rifon to  tbe<  citadel,  the  townfmen  returned  to  their  fevcral 
homes.     The  Florentines^  feeing  now  no  enemy,    difperfed 
themfelves  all  oVer  the  town  ;    fo  that  when  Philip  marched 
-  to  force  the  citadel,  he  was  attended  with  a  very  inconfTdef^v 
able  number  of  his  foldiers,  and  thofe  moftly  officers.    The 
garrifon  obfcrving  this,  attacked  him  with  great  fury  ;    and  it 
was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  he  could  maintain  his  ground 
till  day-break,  when  bis  ftraggling  foldiers,  hearing  of  their 
general's  danger,    and  aftiamed  of  their  own   irregularities, 
rejoined  him  ;  while  the  garrifon  retired  to  the  citadel,  which 
they  foon  after  abandoned*     The  Florentines^  becoming  thus 
abfolute  mafters  both  of  the  town  and  citadel,  again  gave  a 
loofe,  nor,  perhaps,  without  leave  from  their  general,  to  the 
{pi fit  of  rapine,  and  plundered  equally  friends  as  foes.     As  to 
Philipy  having  f(?ttlal  affairs,  and  left  a  garrifon  in  Pi/iola^ 
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be  returned,  in  ten  days  from  his  firft  fetting  oi;t  upon  bis  ex- 
pedition, to  Florence^  where  he  was  received  with  triumphsil 
honours; 

In  the  mean  while,  the  emperor  and  his  confort  had  en-  Tbt  aik« 
tered  Rme\  and  though  he  had  been  formerly  excommuni- /^^jr 
cated  by  the  pope,  he  was  received  there  as  einperor  by  the  crowned su 
GiMin  £a3ion,  and  crowned  emperor,  by  two  excommuni-  Rome* 
cated  biihops,  on  the  feventeenth  oi  January^  1328,  without 
taking  the  ufual  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  holy  fee.    The  Ro^ 
mans^  at  this  time,  feemed  to  have  forgot  there  was  fuch  a 
perfon  as  a  pope  in  being.     The  Colonna^  the  Urfmi^  the  Sa^- 
V0llii  and  C^i  families,  -who  were  the  great  barons  of  Rome^ 
and  its  territory,  fupported   the  imperial  againft  the  papal 
dignity  y    and  Lewis  appeared   on   alT  occaiions  in  imperial 
robes,  and  as  lord  paramount  of  all  Italy,     CaflrucctQ  conti- 
nued to  he  fiill  his  diftinguifiied  favourite ;    and  fuch  was  the 
confidence  he  repofed  in  him,  that  he  gave  hiqi  not  only  the 
title  of  count,  but  the  government,  of  iu/w^. 

There  is  fome  reafon  for  believing  that  thofe  honours 
were  paid  Cqftrucc'wi  not  more  on  account  of  hi&  perfonal 
merits,  than  from  the  apprehenfions  Lewis  was  under  from 
bis   adiv^  ainbitious    fpirit.     When  Cajlruccio   underftood^ 

i which  he. did  in  three  days  after  the  thing  happened)  that 
^ijloia  was  loft,  he  forgot  himfelf  fo  far  as  even  to  reproach  ^ 

the  emperor  for  having  obliged  him  to  attend  him;  and 
without  more  ceremony  he  left  Rome^  attended  with  his  own 
troops,  who  were  one  tboufand  crofa-bows,  a  weapon  at  that 
time  greatly  ufed  in  Italy,  and  fix  hundred  chofen  horfe, 
and  fet  out  £Dr  Pifa ;  but  in  his  march,  through  impatience 
and  foliciiude,  he  left  his  troops  behind  bim,  and  through 
almoft  impai&ble  dangerous  roads  he  entered  Pifa,  with  no 
more  than  twelve  followers.  The  Pifam,  feeing  him  /b 
fliehtly  attended,  received  him  with  great  refpedi ;  and  his 
firft  care  was  to  place  a  well-provided  garrifon  in^jW«r//,  • 
which  lay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pijioia.  He  then  returned 
to  Pifa,  where,  being  fupported  by  the  Imperial ifts,  whofe 
caufe  he  faid  was  the  fame  as  bb  own,  he  raifed  money  for 
executing  his''derigns. 

Gratitude  is  feldom  the  diftinguilhing  virtue  of  repub-  Differewei 
licans.     Notwitbftanding  the  extafies  with  which  the  Floren-  Between 
tines  had  received  Philip,  upon  his  return  from  his  Pi/lcian  the  F\o» 
expedition,  they  foon  fell  at  variance  with  him  when,  he  in-,  rcntines 
filled  upon  their  being  at  the  expence  of  providing  all  things,^*^^bi-  . 
neceflary  for  keeping  poffeflion  of  Pi/ioia,     They  pleaded,  ^^P* 
that  they  had  pun£tually  performed  all  agreements  with  his 
mafier,  aod  that  be  ought  to  provide  for  the  iafety  bf  the 
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place  out  of  the  plunder  he  had  carried  from  it.  PbiUp  rc« 
plied,  by  urging  the  laws  and  practice  of  war;  and  thus, 
in  the  heat  of  the  dtfpute,  the  fecurity  of  P'tftoia  was  unpro- 
vided for.  Cajlruccto  wa$  minutely  informed  of  all  tba( 
pafled  ;  and,  before  the  parties  could  come  to  an  accommo- 
dation, he,befieged  P'tjloia  with  a  great  army,  which  he  ha4 
afl[emble;d  at  Pita  and  Lucca, 
.  Piftoia  *#-  SIMON  TOSJ^  the  Fhrentim  nobleman  we  have  alreacJy 
Jieged^  mentioned,  commanded  at  that  time  in  Pijioia^  with  a  gar- 
rifbn  of  one  thoufand  foot  and  three  hundred  horfe,  affilled 
by  all  the  Piftoian  Giulfhs.  No  fooner  was  it  known  at  flo* 
renci  th?t  the  fiege  was  fornied,  than  the  citiz/pns  there, 
proceeding  from  the  extreme  of  frugality  to  that  of  public 
ipiric,  offered  to  devote  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  Philip  for 
the  relief  of  the  town,  and  aSually  raifed  an  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  foot  and  three  thoufand  horfe ;  at  the  head  of  which 
Philip  wtnt  to  give  battle  to  Caftruccio.  The  latter's  intel- 
ligence was  fo  good,  that  he  knew  the  place  had  within  it 
but  two  months  provifion ;  and  being  no  ftranger  to  the  abi- 
liues*  of  pbilif^  he  refolved  to  ?0  upop  the  defenfive ;  but 
in  the  meanwhile  he  feemed.to  make  fuch  difpofitions  for 
engaging,  as,  prevented  the  Florentines  from  attacking  hifp  in 
his  camp.  Cnftruccio  made  ufe  of  the  tinie  lyhich  this  de- 
'  lay  gaVe  him,  in  fortifying  his  camp  with  trees  and  pair 
lifades,  which  he  cut  down  in  the  neighbourhood ;  Ifo  that 
when  the  Florentines^  tired  opt  with  long  expe&ation,  ac- 
tually attacked  it,  they  found  it  impregnable.  This  difap- 
pointment  threw  the  Florentines  into  great  conftemation.  In 
vain  they  challenged  Cajiruccio^  by  the  fopnd  of  all  the 
trumpets  in  their  army,  to  fight  them ;  and  at  laft, /finding 
no  oth<!r  obje(S  to  epplpy  them,  the^  refolved  to  plubder 
the  defbncelef^  territories  of  Pifa  and  Lucca^  which  they  acr 
cordji^gly  did.  Even  thistlid  not  fliake  Caftrutcio  in  his  pur- 
pofe.  Almoft  three  months  were  iiow  elapfed  fince  the  fiege 
had  been  formed.  The  garrifon  was  reduced  to  tfte  laft 
mouthful  of  ^heir  provifion ;  they  faw  their  friends  abandon 
them  I  they  had  no  farther  profped  of  relief;  and  Caftruccio 
^dri^  wifely  offering  them  an  honourable  capitulation,  they  furren- 
takem.  dered  the  place,  arid  iparched  out  with  wh%t  we  now  cz\\ 
the  honours  of  ^ar. 

The  Florentine  hiftorians%  with  great  juftice,  think  this 
retaking  of  Pj^w  to  be  the  moft  (hining  a£lion  of  Caflruc- 
eio^s  life ;  and  undoubtedly,  every  thing  confidered,  it  (hewed 
a  vaft  fiiperiority  of  military  genius  over  all  his  cotempora- 
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rfos.  ItwaS)  in  that  age,  a  |iew  fpedacle  to  behold  a  con- 
queror take  pofleifion  of  a  ftrong  city  in  the  fight,  as  i( 
were,  of  a  far  fuperior  army  fent  to  relieve  it.  The  Piorcn* 
tims  could  fcarce  believe  their  own  eyes ;  but  within  a 
very  few  days  they-receired  ftill  more  tnortifying  news.  Th? 
emperor,  who  had  all  thi^  time  remained  at  Rome^  provoked 
)>y  the  pope's  bull,  by  which  he  was  diveded  of  all  his  titles 
and  po0e^ons,  fummoned  together  at  Romt  a  general  ^flfem- 
bly,  whef  ehi  he  was  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  z&  as  pope.  He  or-  Tht  em^ 
dered  no  biihop  tp  be  abfept  above  three  months, .  and  ivtoferor  ads  , 
days  journey,  from  their  fees,  imderpain  of  deprivation,  and  ^/^Z^* 
pthcrs  being  elcfSled  in  ^h^ir  room.  He  then  pafTed  fentence 
of  d^tb  Mpoo  all  heretics,  and  particularly  upon  the  pope, 
whom  he  ttxmc^Jobndi  Cahors^  from  the  place  of  his  nati- 
vity, and  whom  he  likewife  condemned  for  high'  treafon 
againft  the  imperial  dignity.  After  this  Lewis,  in  another 
grand  alTembly  of  clergy  and  laity,  produced  a  cordelier^ 
called  father  Petir  de  Corvaria,  and  aflced  the  aflembly  whether 
f  hey  would  have  him  for  their  pope.  Upon  their  aniwering  in 
the  affirmative,  he  invefted  him  with  the  papacy,  by  putting  a 
ring  on  his  finger,  and  throwing  a  robe  over  his  (boulders. 
He  then  gave  him  the  name  of  Nicholas  V,  together  with  a 
folemn  indudion  into  the  papacy ;  and  he  was  crowned  by  his 
bands,  as  if  his  firft  coronation  had  been  irregular,  Robert 
king  tS  f^aplis  was  doomed  to  the  fame  death,  as  pope  John  ^  ' 
had  been  by  Ltwis  v  nor  is  it  cafy  to  conceive  what  could 
drive  h  prudent  a  prince,  as  LiWis  is  acknowledged  to  have 
been,  into  fuch  frantic  meafures,  if  he  had  not  intended  to 
refide  in  Jt/^y,  Without  hazarding  farther  conjefturcs,  it  is  ' 
fertain  that  be  was  difappointed  in  the  afliftance  of  a  fleet  he 
expe<Sed  frjom  Sicily ;  and  he  was  fo  far  from  being  able  to 
make  any  impreffion  upon  Rohirt  by  land,  that  he  every  day 
cxpeded  to  be  befieged  in  Rome  by  that  prince.  At  the  fame' 
time  he  had  certaii)  intelligence  from  Germany^  that  the 
princes  there  were  forming  cabals  againft  him,  and  that  he 
vas  in  danger  of  being  ftripped  of  the  imperial  dignity.  For 
thefe  and  other  reafons,  but  above  alU  becaufe  he  faw  fome 
pf  the  great  Roman  families  difgufted  with  his  condu£l,  he 
removed  from  Rome  fo  Term,  and  openly  declared^  that  he 
intended  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  Florence  \  by  which  de- 
claration all  the  Tufcan  Gibelins  reforted  to  his  army,  which 
thereby  became  very  formidable. 

This  impending  danger,  with  the  certain  accounts  the  Dai^ger  of 
Fhrentines  received  at  the  fame  time  of  the  great  prepara-  Florence, 
tions  making  againft  thenfi  by  Caftruccio^  and  the  petty  ftates 
which  lay  towards  the  foot  of  the  Appennines^  threw  them  into 
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the  utmoft  confternation ;  but  they  foon  recovered  themfelves, 
and,  like  men  of  fenfe,  they  refolved  to  provide  againft  the 
worft,  and  to  fell  their  liberties  as  dear^as  they  could.  '  They 
fummoned  their  confederates  to  their  afliftance;  ftrengthened^ 
repaired,  and  revi£lualled  their  garrifons,  and  augmented 
their  forces,  determining  bravely  to  wait  for  the  event.  Two 
incidents  happened  which  gave  them  vaft  relief.  The  Sicilian 
fleet,  commanded  by  Peier^  fon  to  the  king  of  Sicily^  joined 
by  that  of  theG^«^^  GibelinSj  was  now  at  fea  \  and  Peter  fent 
feveral  meflages  to  the  emperor,  entreating  him  to  return 
to  Rome.  This  produced  a  kind  of  a  negotiation,  which 
relaxed  the  preparations  of  the  emperor,  who  had  by  this 
time  advanced  as  far  as  Ar^xoui^  and  gave  the  Florentines  a 
Death  of  farther  refpite.  The  other  incident  was  far  more  in  their  fa- 
Cadruc-  '  ^^"'" »  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^T  critical  jun£hire  the  famous  Caflruccio^ 
cio.  their  capital  enemy,  died,  being  worn  out  by  his  military  fa« 

tigues.  His  death  was  followed  by  that  of  their  other  impla* 
cable  enemy,  Galeazzo,  vifcount  of  Aftlan,  which  happened 
at  Pefcia. 
Good  for-  The  Florentines  could  fcarcely  give  credit  to  their  good 
tune  of  the  fortune,  when  they  heard  of  the  death  of  Cajiruccioy  who 
Floren-  left  behind  him  two  fons,  yet  in  their  nonage,  and  under 
tines.  the  tutelage  of  their  mother  and  relations.  As  foon  as  the 
emperor,  who  was  iliil  in  treaty  with  the  Sicilians^  heard  of 
Cajlruccioh  death,  he  went  by  fea  to  Pifa^  and  gave  over  all 
farther  thoughts  of  molefting  the  Florentines ;  who,  being 
freed  from  that  terror,  thought  now  of  ading  oiFenfively. 
Their  firft  attempt  was  upon  jfrtemini,  which  had  been  taken 
from  them  by  Cajlruccio  :  they  attacked  it  with  fo  much,  vi- 
gour, that,  though  it  was  very  well  garrifoned,  they  carried 
the  town,  and  granted  a  capitulation  to  the  caflle,  after 
eight  days  (iege.  In  the  mean  while  Lewis^  who  ftill  re- 
mained in  Italyj  came  to  Pifa^  and  there  deprived  Caftruc^ 
r/Vs  children  and  friends  of  the  government,  which  he  be- 
ftowed  upon  Tarlati,  brother  to  the  latebifliop  of  ytrezzo. 
From  thence  he  went  to  Lueca^  and,  notwithftanding  all  the 
prefents  given,  and  applications  made  to  him  by  Caftruccio^s 
widow,  he  gave  the  government  of  that  city  to  one  of  his 
own  generals ;  but  exaded  heavy  contributions  both  there 
and  at  Pifoy  as  an  acknowledgment  for  their  recovered  li- 
berties. 

About  this  time,  to  compleat  the  good  fortune  6f  the 
Florentines^  their  governor  Charles^  fon  to  the  king  of  NtipleSy 
died.  Tlie  Florentines  confidered  his  death  as  a  great  deli- 
verance, on  account  of  the  prodigious  fums  of  money  which 
his  rapacious  Neapolitans  carried  from  Florence^  They,  therc- 
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lore,  applied  themfelves  to  the  regulation  of  their  govcrn-p  Alterations 
mem  with  great  affiduity,  and  inftituted  two  councils  for  iht  in  the  go- 
management  of  their  moft  important  affairs ;    one  compofed  'vemment 
of  plebeians  only;    the  other,  which  they  called  the  mixed  «/Flo- 
councfl,  equally  of  plebeians  and  nobles.     They  likewife  re-  rence* 
fttiStxd  the  duration  of  the  gonfalonier's  office,  from  fix  to 
four  months.  ^ 

This  year  the  Florentinei   gave  a  fignal   proof  of  the    A.  D. 
firmnefi  and  wifdom  of  their  government.     The  emperor     "3*9* 
Znois,  who  was  ftill  zt  Pi/ay  notwithftanding  the  vaft  fums 
he  had  exaAed  of  the  Italian  flates,  was  both  poor  and  con- 
temptible ;    and  eight  hundred  of  his  cavalry  left  his  fervice   v 
for  want  of  pay.    Their  defign  at  firftwas  to  have  furprifed 
Luaa  I   but  being  difappointed,  they  fubfifted  by  ravaging  the 
neighbouring  country ;  and  at  laft  offered  their  fervice  to  the 
Florentines,  who,  after  long  deliberation,  rejedcd  it,  as  being 
too  dangerous  for  their  public  liberty.    Thb  refufal  multi- 
plied diforders  in  the  open  country  ;   and  Lewis,  being  afraid  * 
of  the  confequences,  treated  with  them,  by  Azo^  now  vifcount 
€^  Milan,  who  engaged  to  pay  them  the  arrears  they  de« 
manded.     The  mutineers  accordingly  named  fome  agents/ 
who  received  the  money  from  Azo,  but  carried  it  off  to  Ger- 
many ;  and  this  difappointment  farther  incenfed  the  mutineers, 
•who  were  the  flower  of  the  emperor's  army,  fo  that  he  came 
to  a  refolution  of  immediately  returning  to  Germany.     Caf^ 
tnucio*s  tons  thought  tnis  a  favourable  opportunity  for  en-, 
deavouring  to  repouefs  themfelves  of  Pijloia,  which  had  like- 
wife  been  taken  frpm  them,  and  garrifoned  by  Lewis ;  and 
drawing  together  a  great  number  of  their  father's  friends  and 
followers,  they  found  means  to  enter  the  place,  but  were 
loon  driven  out  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  hiftorian  of  Florence  *  takes  notice,  though  not  in 
the  order  of  time,  of  a  kind  of  Catilinarian  confpiracy,  which 
was  this  year  formed  at  Florence,  to  burn  the  cityi  and  admit 
into  it  the  troops  of  Lewis  and  Cajiruccio.  We  are  likewife 
told,  that  upon  fearching  the  houfes  of  the  inhabitants, 
evidences  of  the  plot  were  difcovered ;  and  that,  fome  of  the 
confpirators  being  put  to  death,  the  city  returned  to  a  flate 
of  tranquility.  We  are  however  apt,  from  the  manner  in 
which  this  plot  is  introduced  and  related,  to  believe  that  it 
was  of  the  Florentine  government's  own  making,  to  give  them 
a  handle  for  taking  ofF  fome  citizens  they  fufpeded. 

The  emperor  had  now  paflcd  the  Jppenninei  in  his  return 
to  Germany,  in  no  very  creditable  circumftanccs.     He ,  had 
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left  thiB  pope  of  hb  own  creation  ztPifa^  in  a  moft  forlorn 
condition ;  and  he  was  refufed  admittance  intO'Milan  by  jtzQ^ 
whom,  till  then,  he  took  to  be  his  creature.  During  his 
treaty  with  the  mutineecs,  who  had  left  his  fervice,  he  had 
iient  Marc4  yifconiu  one  of  his  chief  officers^  to  their  camp, 
as  a  hoftage,  and  he  was  there  detained  \  but  being  a  perfon 
of  great  abilities  and  credit  in  the  army,  they  no  fooner  heard 
of  the  eroperor^s  departure  for  Germar^,  than  they  chofe  him 
to  be  their  general,  and  encamped  on  an  eminence  that 
overlooks  Liuca,  Having  now  the  face  of  a  regular  army* 
'  the  Girman  garrifon  of  Lucca  put  Marco  in  poflellion  of 
that  city,  and  he  offered  to  give  it  up^to  the  Ftorentims^ 
on  two  conditions ;  iirft,  that  the  Flonntims  (hould  pay  his 
army  all  their  arrears,  which  amounted  to  a  very  large  fum  ; 
fecondly,  that  fome  provifion  fliould  be  made  for  the  family 
of  Caftruccto^  with  whom  Marc9  lived  in  the  moft  intimate 
frtendOiip.  The  matter  was  moft  ferioufly  debated  zi  Florence 
,  and  Aretin  ^  has  given  us  a  very  fine  fpeech  made  by  Pino 
Tofa^  a  Florentine  nobleman,  to  perfuade  his  countrymen  to 
accept  of  the  offer.  Private  animofities,  however,  prevailed 
ib  greatly  at  that  time  amongft  the  Florentines^  that  it  was 
rejected,  op  pretext  that  the  fum  required  was  too  large,  aild 
that  Lucca  would  entirely  fall  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Florentinfs^  without  their  being  at  fuch  an  expence. 

FLORENCBy  from  being  but  a  few  months  before  on  the 

,   brink  of  perdition,    was  now  at  the  fummit  of  her  glory, 

courted  apd  revered  by  all  the  free  ftates  of  Italy.    The 

Pifioiam  fent  a  deputatbn  to  implore  her  friendfbip  and  pro- 

tedion,  which  the  Florentine^  readily  granted.    The  terms 

were^  that  all  the  Piftoian  exiles  (hould  be  rcftored,  and  that 

the  Florentines  (hould  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  MurUy  Carmini^ 

and  other  pUces.  This  advantageous  treaty  induced  the  Floren^ 

tines  to  beftow  a  particular  compliment  upon  thofe  Pijioians^ 

who  had  been  moft  adive  in  bringing  it  about.     Giacomo 

Strozay  a  Florentine  nobleman,  or  knight,   was  deputed  by 

the  republic  to  repair  to  Piftoia^  where,  in  her  name,  he  in- 

vefted  four  of  the  inhabitants  with  the  eaueftrian  honours  of 

Florence^  and  made  each  of  them  a  handlome  prefent  in  mo- 

Profperitf   ^^y*    Magnificent  public  entertainments  of  feafting  and  (hews 

c/the^o-  were  exhibited  at  the  fame  time.    This  peace,  fo  honourable 

reotines.    for  both  parties*  occafioned  many  of  the  proprietors  of  forts 

in  the  territories  of  Lucca  to  put  themfelves  under  the  pro- 

te^ion  of  the  Florentines^  and  even  the  Pi/ans  had  the  fpm% 

to  expel  out  of  their  city  farkti^  the  imperial  governor  left 

f 
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them  by  tewisj  and  to  call  in  Marco  Vifamti  for  tlveif  pro* 
tedor.    ^«»fiaftcr' this. repaired  to  F/isr^w^,  wher6  be  was 
received  with  diftinguiflied  honours,  and  renewed  the  nego- 
tiation between,  the  Florentines  and  the  German  garrifon  at 
Lucca.    This  negotiation  proving  tnefFedual,  Marco  left  Tij/*-       x 
canj  \    and  the  Pijans  immediately  offered  to  ftrike  the  bar- 
gain which  the  Florentines  had  rejected,  by  paying  the  Ger^ 
mans  their  arrears,  on  cgndition  of  taking  pofTcfEon  of  Lucca. 
This  ftep  was  confidered  by  xht  Florentines  in  fo  unfavourable 
a  light,  that  they  immediately  denounced  war  againft  the  Pi-  ^or  iMttb 
fans^   and  invaded   their  ftate.     About  this  time  Catino^    a^^^* 
town  which  bad  put  itfelf  under  the  protection  of  the  Flo^ 
rentinesy  expelled  their  garrifon  ;    as  did  feveral  other  places, 
by  the  inftigation  of  Caftruccio*9  party  and  family.     Jtmerico 
Donatio  a  Florentine  nobleman,  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  an  army  for  reducing  them ;  in  which  he  fucceeded 
fo  well,  that  the  Pifans  now  fued  for  peace  and  obtained  it. 
Catino^  however,  ftill  held  out,  and  a  new  fcene  was  opened 
at  Lucca*    There  the  Pifans^  being  unable  or  unwilling  to 
perform  their  promifes  to    the  garrifon,    Spinola^   a  Genoffe 
nobleman  of  immenfe  riches,  was,  by  the  Germans^  put  in 
pofleffion  of  the  city,  and  aClcd  with  great  lenity,  in  hopes 
of  reconciling  the  Lucquefe  to  his  government,  oHFering,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  witji  the  Florentines. 

The  latter  had  all  along  flattered  themfelves  of  becoming  Progre/s  cf- 
mailers  of  Lucca^  without  any  expence :    they  therefore  re-  the  nuar. 
jeded  all  Spimla\  advances,  preiTed  the  fiege  of  Catino  with 
more  fury  than  ever,  and  pradifed  with  the  garrifons  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  induce  them  to  throw  ofF  the  Luc^efe  yok^t^ 
which  forne  of  them  did.     Spimla  znS  the  Lucquefe^  upon 
this,  marched  againft  one  of  the  revolted  garrifons,  which 
they  took,  and  put  all  the  Florentines  in  it  to  the  fword. 
They  then  returned  home  in  high  fpirits,  to  make  new  and  Step  of 
more  powerful  levies  for  the  relief  of  Catino,  being  encouraged  Cadno. 
by  a  report  that  they  were  to  be  ftrongly  fupported  by  the  em- 
peror.   Tliis  extraordinary  (hew  of  refolution  in  the  Luc- 
fuefe  determined  the  Florentines  to  more  vigorous  operations 
againft  the  town,*  which  they  now  compleatly  furrounded 
with  a  ftrong  rampart  and  ditch^  the  laft  being  filled  with 
water  from  a  neighbouring  river.    According  to  the  Florentine 
btfloriao  ',  this  work -would  have  done  honour  even  to  the  old 
Romans.    He  tells  us,  the  ditch  and  the  rampart  ran  through 
a  level  plain  fix  miles  in  length  ;  that  where  it  was  impoflible 
to  carry  it  on,  by  reafon  of  the  untvennefs  of  the  ground,  a 
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wall  vras  run  up,  which  was  ftrengchened  with  baftions  at  a 
fmall  didaiKe  from  one  aiibrher ;  and  that  the  compafs  of  the 
whole  was  about  twelve  miles.  Spinola^  however,  receivii^ 
a  reinfof:cement  of  German  horfe,  attacked  this  fortification 
with  great  obftinacy  ;  but  was  beaten  off,  through  the  excel- 
lent difpofitions  made  by  tht  Florentines^  who  feem  in  this 
liege  to  have  copied  the  conduci  of  Caftruccio  at  the  ficgc  of 
Pffiola,  At  the  extremity  of  the  ditch  lay  the  caflle  of  Srf/M, 
and,  by  reafoh  of  its  great  diftance  from  the  Lucquefe^  the 
guard  was  but  flight  in  that  quarter.  Spinohy  underitanding 
this»  marched  in  the  night-tiaiea  body  of  troops,  which 
forced  their  way  within  the  Florentine  entrenchments,  being 
favoured  by  a  urong  attack  which  the  Lucquefe  made  upon 
another  quarter.  The  Florentines^  however,  perceived  their 
danger,  by  their  enemies  drawin2  off  from  the  attack  as  foon 
as  their  party  made  a  fignal  of  tneir  having  entered  the  en- 
trenchments, and  haftening  to  fupport  them.  The  FloreH" 
tinesy  being  neareft  to  the  place  of  danger,  were  the  firft  who 
attacked  them,  and  fought  with  fuch  vigour,  that  the  Germans 
and  Lucquefe^  who  had  entered  the  entrenchments,  were  either 
driven  out  of  them,  or  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Catinc* 
This  difappointment  did  not  daunt  the  fpirit  of  the  Lucquefe^ 
who,  in  their  attack  at  Serra^  made  Giacomo  Medicis^  a  noble 
Florentine  knight,  prifoner.  The  operations  were  carried  on  with 
infinite  obftinacy  pn  both  fides  f  but  fo  much  to  the  advantage 
♦  of  the  Florentines f  who  were  perpetually  relieving  one  another 
from  their  capital,  that  Spinola  was  at  faft  forced  to  retreat  to 
Pefcid  \  and  the  garri(bn  oiCaiino^  unable  to  hold  longer  out^ 
furrendered  the  place  upon  an  honourable  capitulation.  The 
Florentines  debated  long  amongft  themfelves,  whether  they 
fhould  demoli(h  Catino ;  but  the  (Ifength  and  importance  of 
its  fituation  determined  them  to  prefervc  tt» 
7i&/FIo--  The  fuccefsof  the  fiege  o^Catincy  and  fomc  other  advan- 
rentines  tases  obtained  about  the  fame  time,  gave  fuch  reputation  and 
^hffiege  fpirif  jQ  (Ji^  Florentinesy  that  they  refolved  to  befiege  Ltuca 
Lucca.  itfelf;  to  which  they  were  greatl}^  encouraged  by  the  lofles 
the  Lucquefe  had  lately  received,  their  now  having  no  allies 
they  could  depend  upon  for  relief,  and  the  diftrefled  (late 
of  the  emperor's  affairs  in  Germany,  The  anti-pope,  who 
had  been  created  by  the  emperor,  after  skulking  for  fome  time 
about  Italy^  was  fent  prifoner  by  the  archbilhop  of  Pifa  to  his 
rival  John  XXII.  before  whom  be^  prefented  himfeJf  with  a 
^  halter  about  his  neck,  and  was  by  him  committed  to  prifon^ 

'^  he  died  three  years  after.  Th^ Florentines^  having  now  no  where 

enemy  in  Italy  they  could  dread,  laid  a  vigorous  fiegc  to  Lucca^ 
and  made  themfelves  maflcrs  of  all  the  neighbouring  fortifi- 
cations. 
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cations.  The  place  was  defended  by  Spinola^  who  was  on 
the  point  of  giving  it  up,  when  affairs  took  a  fudden  turn 
againft  the  beficgers.  About  the  year  1331,  John  king  of 
Bohemaj  fon  to  the  tmi^^ox  Henry  oi  LuxembHrg^  mztchtdi 
with  an  army  into  Lombardy^  in  quality  of  vicar  of  the  em- 
pire. Having  reduced  Brefciay  and  a  great  many  places  .in 
that  neighbourhood,  Bergamo  particularly,  hfe  received  a  de- 
putation from  Spinola  and  the  Lucquefe^  offering  to  put  them-  % 
felves  under  his  prG\e£ti6n,  provided  he  would  raife  the  ficgc*  ' 
yohn  had  his  reafons  for  attempting  to  footh  the  Florentines^ 
and  fent  an  ambafTador  to  Florcrue  to  prevail  with  the  ma- 
giftracy  and  people  to  recal  their  troops  from  h^foic  Lucca  i 
but  all  applications  of  that  kind  proved  inefFedtual,  and  John 
inarched  with  his  army  to  raife  the  fiege.  This  would  nave 
been  no  cafy  matter,  had  not  a  fpirit  of  mutiny  happened  at 
that  very  time  to  take  pofTeilion  of  the  Florentine  troops,  who 
hadiafulted  the  Lucquefe  with  the  moft  wanton  abufe ;  fo  that 
the /&r^//«/ generals  thoucht  proper  to  draw  off  their  army,  7;^^  Ar^^,> 
after  having  continued  for  almoft  five  months  before  the  place.  r/i^</. 
Simon^  a  noble  Pijloian^  who  a^Sed  as  Jobn^^  general,  upon 
the  retreat  of  the  Florentines^  found  an  eafy  admittance  into 
Lucca  \  and,  after  eftablifhing  his  matter's  authority  there,  he 
'  entered  the  Florerttilu  dominions  at  the  head  of  twelve  hun-  ' 
dred  horfe  and  two  thoufand  foot,  and  having  laid  them  wafle^ 
he  returned  without  any  lofs  to  Lucca :  an  infult  for  which  he 
muil  have  dearly  paid,  had  it  not  been  for  the  jealoulies  and 
divifions  which  (till  reigned  amongfl  the  Florentines.  About 
this  time  John  made  himfelf  mafler  of  Parnia^  Cremona^  Pa- 
via^  Afodenoy  and  other  places  j  fo  that  he  grew  very  formid- 
able in  Italy.  He  found,  however,  that  he  could  not  main- 
tain his  ground  without  leaguing  himfelf  with  the  pope ;  and, 
to  the  amazement  of  all  Europe,  from  being  mortal  enemies,' 
they  ran  into  a  RtiQ  alliance  with  one  another.  His  holinefs, 
on  this  occafion,  employed  his^  legate  at  Bologna  as  his  ple- 
nipotentiary; and  though  he  h^aed  John,  yet  he  knew  his 
affairs  were  fo  embarraffed  in  Germany,  that  he  mufl  be 
quickly  obliged  to  quit  Italy,  and  therefore  that  his  conquefts 
coufd  not  be  very  permanent. .  Robert,  king  of  Naples,  and 
the  Florentines,  had  hitherto  continued  faithfully  attached  to 
the.|>ope$  but  feeing  this  unnatural  conjunction  between  his 
liolinefs  and  John,  they  entered  into  a  confederacy  agalnfl 
both,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  feveral  of  the  other  "Italian 
ftates.  The  confequence  of  this  alliance  was,  that  the  Pif- 
toians  put  themfelves  under  the  prote^ioh  of  Florence,  and 
even  admitted  a  Florentine  garrifon  into  their  city.  Con- 
tinuing however  to  cxcrcife'the  outward  marbof  govcrti- 
5  mcnt. 
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meiity  they  were  confidered  neither  as  being  the  fubjc£b  tU^ 
rhe  allies  of  Florence.  The  Lucquefe^  about  the  fame  time,  be- 
fieged  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  fmall  town  o(Barga^  which 
was  under  the  Florentine  protedion,  the  Florentines  in  vain 
endeavouring  to  raife  the  (lege. 
^hefyftem       gy   (his  time  the  whole  fyftem  of  power  in  Italy  was 
^/T^  changed;  but  it  mgft  be  faid,  to  the  glory  of  the  FUrentines^ 
"lilT         ^^^^  they  ftuck  much  firmer  than  any  othtr  Italian  ftate  did 
to  the  principles  of  their  conftitutionai  independency,     yofmt 
king  of  Bohemia^  had   been  obliged   to  return  to  Germany ; 
but  he  had  left  his  fon  Charles  at  the  head  of  his  affairs  and 
armies  in  Italy,     The  ftri<S  alliance  that  ftill  fubfifted  between 
Charles  and  the  legate  of  Bologna^  at  laft  prevailed  with  the 
princes  of  Ferrara^  l^erona^  Mantua^  and  even  Milan^  thougti 
jlzoy  as  we  have  already  feen,  was  the  fworn  foe  of  Florence^ 
to  join  in  the  confederacy  with  the  Florentines  and  the  king 
of  Naples :  and  we  may  form  fome  eftimate  of  the  feveral  de- 
grees of  power  the  parties  were  pofleflfed  of,  by  the  contin- 
gents each  was  obliged  to  fend  to  their  common  defence  \  for 
of  three  thoufand  horfe  whidi  they  agreed  to  bring  into  the 
field,  \ht  Florentines  wer^  to  furnifh  fix  hundred  ;  the  king  of 
Naples  as  many  ;  Maftino^  prince  (who  was  commonly  theit 
called  Dog )  of  Verona^  eight  hundred ;  A%o^  vifcount  of  Mil^^ 
fix  hundred  i  and  the  princes  or'dukes  (for  their  titles  at  thi» 
time  were  as  unfettled  as  their  power)  of  Ferrara  and  Man* 
tua^  two  hundred  each.     The  legate  was  making  war  in  the 
Ferrarefe  when  he  heard  of  this  powerful  confederacy  taking 
place ;  and  he  immediately  fent  deputies  to  expoflulate  with 
the  Florentines^  and,  if  poiSble,  to  draw  them  off  from  the 
alliance.    The  anfwer  returned  by  the  Florentines  was  modeflf, 
but  firm :  ^hey  reprefented  the  great  fervices  they  had  oftei> 
done  to  the  fee  of  Rome ;  but  feemed  furprifed  at  being  re- 
proached for  entering  into  meafures  againft  the  fon  and  grand- 
fon  of  the  emperor  Henry  of  Luxemburg^  who  had  been  their 
mortal  enemy.     This  Situation  of  amurs  in  Italy^  recalled 
Jdhn  king  of  Bohemia  from^  Germany^  and  he  was  met  by  bis 
fon  Charles  at  Tarma.     Here  he  learned^  that  Maflino  of  Ve^ 
rona  had  feized  Brefcia  and  Bergamo^  as  Jzo  bad  Panna. 
Charles^  who  brought  back  with  him  a  (mail  but  choice  armyy 
endeavoured  to  retake  P^^,  and  to  relieve  the  cicadeT,  which 
flill  held  out ;  but  being  bi^ed  by  Atm^  he  was  obliged  to 
retreat  tb  Farmay  after  laying  wafte  the  ATtlamfi.    His  con- 
federate the  legate  had  better  fuccefs.     He  beat  \ht  Ferrarefe 
in  a  pitched  battle,  and  laid  fiege  to  Ferrara  itferf.     The  be« 
fieged  immediately  applied  for  affiftance  to  the  Florentines^ 
who  appeared  very  willing  to  relieve  them  \  but  found  it  an 
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eilterprize  of  great  difficulty,  the  victorious  legate  being  in 
pofieffion  of  all  the  country  of  Romagna  and  the  Bolognefe^ 
as  yobh*s  troops  were  of  all  the  ftrong  important  paiks  \^y 
the  way  of  Moditta  and  Parma.  The  Florepuinei^  however^ 
that  they  might  not  be  wanting  to  their  allies,  fent  them  four 
hundred  borie,  under  the  command  of  two  young  noblemen, 
Sircza  and  ScOla^  by  the  long  detours  of  Ginooy  Mikity  and 
Verona^  in  all  which  cities  they  were  received  with  the  greeted 
refped^  and  aiFedion.*  They  arrived  at  Verona  juQ  as  king 
John  and  the  legate  were  preparing  to  give  a  general  aflault 
to  Ferrara^  and  the  king  was  for  that  purpofe  bringing  a  re* 
jnforcement  from  Parma.  They  were  prevented  by  the  ar- 
dour of  the  Fiorentimsy  who  no  fooner  threw  themfelves  into 
Ferrfira  than  they  reiblved  to  attack  the  camp  of , the  befiegers. 
TYitFlonntine  hiftorian  ^  is,  with  great  juftice,  proud  of  his^^'?^^ 
countrymen's  behaviour,  on  this  occafion,  againft  the  bcft*^^**^^®* 
troops  of  Gnwanyy  whom  they  defeated  with  great  flaughter,  p'^  ^^ 
or  drove  into  the  P^,  where  numbers  were  drowned  by  the  "^**'*'' 
breakii^  down  of  the  bridge.  The  vidory  was  fo  complete, 
that  all  Romagna revolted  from  the  legate;  and  Boldgna  would 
have  done  the  fame,  had  it  not  been  kept  in  awe  by  J9hn^% 
Ggrman  horfe.  While  John  wai  thus  employed  in  affifting 
the  legate,  Cafirucdifs  ^ns,  having  drawp  together  a  large 
body  of  their  father's  friends,  who  were  fiill  very  numerous 
in  Itafy^  fiirprifed  Lucca ;  but  the  citadel  holding  out,  John 
made  a  quick  march,  and  difpoiTefled  them  of  their  new  con- 
queft.  This  year  was  remarkable  for  prodigioujs  inundations 
all  over  Itafy  j  and  the  bridges  at  Florenct^  over  the  /fr«^,  being 
broken  down,  it  appeared  like  two  cities,  which  gave  fome 
uoeaiineis  to  the  jealous  plebeians^  left  the  nobles,  who  lived 
in  a  feparate  quarter,  Ihould  make  ufe  of  that  opportunity  to 
cabal  againft  their  liberty ;  but  the  public  refumed  its  tran- 
quility when  the  lofs  was  repaired  by  fome  temporary  bridges. 

SECT:     V. 

Containing  the  Hijlory  of  the  war  between  Florence 
and  Sc2Mgtryj>rince  of  Verona.  The  Florentines 
fur  chafe  Artzzo\  they  are  defeated  by  theY\^zxi%\  > 
cbufe  ihe  duke  of  Athens  for  their  fiadtbolder^  or 
governor ;  confpiracies  againft  him  %  be  is  driven  ouL 
Diffentions  in  Florence  j  afcendency  of  the  people. 

¥  T  was  now  high  time  for  the  conficderate  ftates  to  confult  Agtneral 
"*  meafures  for  their  future  operations,  and  to  divide  their  con-  c^nfedtraiy 
quefts.    Deputies  from  all  of  them  met  at  I#r/V/,  then  hc^^^f^^^^' 
^  Arbtin.  pag.  ia6. 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol..  XXXVI.        H  longing 
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loftging  to  the  Genoefe.  Here  great  difputcs  arofe :  it  lift  ic 
^  was  dctefmicied,  that  the  vifcouril  of  Milan  (hould  keep  pof- 
feffion  of  Cremona^  the  prince  of  Verona  of  ParmOy  the  duke 
of  Mantua  of  Rigg'to^  the  duke  of  Ferrara  of  Modena,  and  t\tc 
Florentines  of  Pi/a,  It  is  to  ]be  obfcrved,  that  feme  of  thofc 
territories  remained  ftill  to  be  conquered  ;  but  the  confede- 
rates agreed  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  till  etch  was  in  full 
pofTeflion  of  his  allotment,  which  determined  them  to  pro- 
fecate  the  war  with  double  vigour.  They  began  with  the 
legate,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  and  in  his  manners  ffrfolent, 
fevere,  and  haughty  beyond  expreflTion.  He  had  fled  to  5*- 
h^na^  after  the  viiiiory  the  confederates  had  obuined  near 
Ferrara ;  but  the  emperor  being  now  returned  to  Gerwimty^ 
he  was  fo  unpopular  at  Bologna^  that  the  inhabitants  ran  to 
arms,  beat  his  guards,  and  forced  him  to  fly  to  the  citadel, 
v{hich  he  had  built  for  bridling  that  city,  and  to  which  the 
Bolognefe  laid  clofe  fiege.  The  Florentines^  though  they  had 
no  reaibn  to  be  faiished  with  the  legate's  perfon,  yet  they 
could  not  confider  his  charafter  without  wrfhing  to  feve  him. 
,  They  therefore  fent  four  deputies,  with  three  hundred  horfe 

»nd  a  large  body  of  foot,  to  Bologna^  where  the  deputies  me* 
diated  for  the  legate ;  and  with  infinite  difficulty,  after  nego- 
tiating for  feveral  days,  it  was  agreed,  that  his  paflage  fhooid 
be  fafe^  upon  his  furrendering  the  citadef  to  the  townfmen. 
The  people,  however,  held  the  legate  m  fuch  abhorrciK*, 
that  they  would  have  torn  him  to  pieces,  had  be  not  been 
guarded  by  the  Florentines^  night  and  day.  He  was  firft  car- 
ried to  Fhrence^  and  from  thence  to  P/7&,  where  he  embarked 
for  the  pope's  dominions,  who  was  ftill  at  Avignon. 
TheGtT"  Amongst  the  unconquered  places,  partitioned  out  by  the 
man  mer-  treaty  of  Lerice'^  was  Parma^  which  was  now  befi^ed  by  the 
eenaries  ^  confederates,  while  the  Florentines  undertook  that  of  £mcea. 
mutifijfn  The  rendezvous  of  all  the  confederates  being  before  Parmet^ 
the  Florentines  demanded  that  a  body  of  troops  (hould  march 
over  the  JppennineSf  to  affift  ehem  at  the  fiege  of  Lucca.  In 
tbe  mean  while,  the  legate,  by  his  intrigues  and  money, 
having  debauched  the  German  mercenaries  who  ferved  in  the 
confederate  army,  they  mutinied,  and  threw  themfelvcs  into 
Parma.  Their  defertion  obliged  ScaUger  (A),  prince  of  fV- 
rona,  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Parma^  and  tbe  Fiorentmes  tb  give 
over  that  of  Lucca.  The  fiege  of  Parma  was  foon  after  rc- 
fumed  by  Scaliger^  and  the  Florentines  made  difpofitions  for 

(A)  This  was  his  true  name ;  tino^  or  hiafiiff  of  Verona^  from 
and  the  two  learned  BcaUgers^  a  dream,  concerning  a  mMSr 
Jofepb  and  Julius^  pretended  dog,.  wWeh  his  mother  pretend- 
that  he  was  their  immediate  an-  ed  (be  had.  whea  ibe  was  with 
ccftor.    He  was  called  the  Af^/^  child  by  him. 

4.  -  carry^ 
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calrying  on  that  of  Lucca ;  upon  which  Jchn  king  of  Bohemia^ 
•s  fovcicign»  made  a  prcfcnt  of  that  ci(y  to  the  French  king. 
A  vaft  number  of  Florentine  merchaniS,  men  of  great  propeicy, 
redded  then  in  France  \  and  that  king  immediately  intimated 
to  fhem  the  aift  that  had  been  made  him,  in  hopes  that  iheir 
ifitereft  would  prevail  with  their  countrymen  to  give  over  the 
iieg^  of  Lucca,  liut  he  was  deceived  ;  for  the  Florentines  ftiU 
continued  their  preparatiot)9 ;  and  the  Fremh  king  being  in- 
formed by  the  king  of  Naples^  th^t  John  had  dilpofed  of  a 
teiritory  in  which  he  had  no  Jegal  property,  the  claim  was 
dtopt.  This  year,  viz.  '334*  ^'^d  pope  John  XXII.  and  hi3 
death  gave  a  great  turn  to  the  affairs  of  Italy.  He  was.  fuc- 
cccdcd  by  5^«f//rV^  XII.  who,  like  his  predeceffor,  lefided  at 
Avignon.  The  Florentines,  the. better  to  fuccccd  in  their  de- 
igns againft  Lucca^  negotiated  a  treaty  with  Peter^  the  gover- 
nor or  prince  of  Are%%o^  who  had  employed  the  great  trea- 
fores,  left  him  by  his  brother  the  bilhop,  in  difpofleffing^he 
iieighboufing  noblemen  of  their  fiefs  and  caftles^  Thid 
drove  them,  particularly  Nerio  Fagiolaniy  the  fon  of  the  Fa^ 
giolani  who  had  been  difpoflcITed  by  Cajhuccioy  to  lea^^uethem* 
&]ves  with  the  PerugianSy  who  hated  Peter ;  and  Nerio  fur- 
prtfed  Burgo^  a  town  about  fourteen  miles  from  Arezzo ;  but 
the  taftle  holding  out,  Peter  prepared  to  march  to  its  relief* 
Tht  PiTugians  endeavoured  to  divert  him,  by  invading  the 
territories  of  Arezzo ;  but  were  defeated  with  great  flaughter 
hy  Peter.  The  Flon-ntines,  upon  this,  mindful  that  theP^- 
rugians  had  been  their  ancient  allies,  took  part  with  them^ 
and  broke  off  their  treaty  with  Peter^  who  was  fupported  by 
ih^Gmoefe.  This  attachment  of  the  Florentines  to  their  ^\' Honourayi, 
lies,  was  to  them  more  honourable  than  advantageous.  Sea*  conduQ  of 
liger  was  by  this  time  in  poffeffion  of  Parma^  as  the  duke  o^ihe  Flo- 
MantuQ  was  of  Reggioy  and  the  Fermreje  of  Modena.  In  rcntines. 
ihort,  all  parties  in  the  confederacy,  Florence  excepted,  were 
in  the  quiet  poffeflion  of  the  fpoils  allotted  them. 

When  John  king  oi  Bohemia  \tk  Italy ^  he  committed  the 

SOvcrnmcnt  of  Parma  and  Lu^ca  to  three  brothers,  called 
^^ff^^  nobles  of  Parma.  Two  of  them  commanded  in  that 
city  when  it  was  taken  by  the  Veroneje ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  third  brother  fhould  furrender  iMcca  to  Scaliger^  upon  ccr- 
Cain  terms*  The  Florentines j  far  from  oppofing  this  conven- 
tion, forwarded  it,  in  hopes  that  Scalig^r  would  make  no 
other  ufe  of  it  than  that  of  facilitating  their  taking  poiieflioH 
of  Lucca,  Scaliger^  accordingly,  having  promifed  to  repay  to 
the  three  brothers  a  large  fum  they  had  advanced  to  the  king 
^  Bohemia  J  toolc  poflcflion  of  Lucca;  but  when  the  Floren- 
tines,  by  their  deputies,  demanded  that  the  terms  of  the  con«- 
iederacy  (hould  be  fulfilled,  he  required  that  the  money  he 
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repaid  Aould  be  refunded  to  him.  The  fum  was  no  lels  than 
three  hundred  and  fixty  tboufand  aowns  of  gold  (B),  which  may 
anfwer  to  about  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  The 
cunning  Veronefi  thoupiht  that  the  mention  of  fo  much  mo- 
ney would  deter,  the  Florentines  from  profecuting  their  de- 
mand ;  but  as  Aretin  ^  juftly  obferves,  it  is  almoft  incredible 
to  what  extremes  their  publfc  fpirit  often  drove  them :  for 
they,  who,  but  twelve  or  fourteen  months  before,  had  refufed 
to  pay  the  fourth  part  of  that  fum  to  the  Germans  for  the  fame 
end,  offered  to  raife  it  for  Scaliger ;  who  thereupon  invented 
other  pretexts  for  delay;  and  the  Florentine  deputies,  per- 
ceiving they  were  trifled  with,  returned  home.  Scaliger  forc- 
faw  the  confequences,  and  was  the  firft  to  take  the  field : 
upon  which  the  Florentines  immediately  declared  war  againft 
Scaliger^  the  Veronefey  and  all  his  abettors  in  his  injuftice. 

TftE  reader  is  to  obferve,  that  5rtf%er  was  "at  (his  time 
one  of  the  richefl:  and  mod  powerful  princes  in  Lombardy* 
Being  in  pofleflion  not  only  of  Verona^  but  of  Parma  and 
Lu^a^  befides  a  vaft  number  of  other  places  along  the  Appen- 
nines,  his  dominions  had  a  ready  cpmmunication  one  with 
another,  and  he  wasfure  of*  having  the  Pifans  for  his  friends. 
Add  to  this,  that  his  court  and  army  were  rendezvoufes  for 
all  the  malcontents  of  Italy,  and  being  naturally  vain,  as  well 
as  ambitious,  he  was  in  hopes  of  becoming  mafter  of  all 
Tufcany, 

Aft£R  the  many  expenflve  and  bloody  wars  that  the  Fla^ 
rentinesy  for  half  a  century  pail,  had  maintained  by  turns 
againft  almoft  all  the  flates  of  Italy^  and  fometimes  againft  the 
moft  powerful  princes  in  Europe^  it  is  aftonifhing  to  think 
with  what  fpirit  they  entered  upon  hoftilitics  with  their  new 
enemy  of  Verona,  But  we  are  to  confider,  that,  by  means  of 
their  foreign  commerce,  the  encouragement  they  gave  to  all 
ingenious  arts,  the  ftriclncfs  of  their  difcipline,  and  the  regu- 
larity of  their  government,  they  were  now  prodigioufly  rich  ; 
but  their  riches,  far  from  enervating  them,  infpired  them  with 
ideas  of  rivalling  the  old  Romans,  not  only  in  their  fenti- 
ments,  but  their  power.  They  proceeded,  however,  to  war 
with  the  greateft  oeconomy,  regularity,  and  refolution.  They 
appointed  twelve  treafurers  for  railing  the  public  money,  and 
fix  managers  for  diftributing  it  in  the  fervice  of  the  field,  and 
for  attendino;  the  camp  and  councils  of  war.  They  fent  de- 
puties to  Milan,  and  to  all  their  confederates  in  Lombardy^  to 

^  Page  128. 

(B)  We  have  in  this  trajnfadlion  followed  Manetti,  who  wrote 
2fur  Aretin  (i). 

(r)  Fide  Mtinttti  afud  Mvrnt,  torn,  xix.  /.  IO55. 
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rcfyrefent  to  them  the  falifaood  and  treachery  of  ScoMg^r;  and 
they  renewed  their  alliance  with  Perugia  and  Sienna^  in  order 
to  give  a  diverfion  to  Peter  of  Jrezzoj  if  he  (hould  join  with 
Scaliger.  The  Perugians^  animated  by  the  Florentines y  at- 
tackoJ  the  territory  of  Arezzo^  and  furprifcd  Citta  di  Caftello ; 
which  difcouraged  the  Are%:dans,  fo  greatly,  that  many  of  their 
forts  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Florentines, 

We  are  not  to  forget,  for  the  honour  of  Florence^  that 
while  fhe  was  thus  profecuting  an  expclnfive  war,  (he  was  cul- 
tivating the  arts  of  peace,  to  more  perfection  than  they  were 
to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  Though  the 
Qreeks  had  not  yet  imported  their  literature  into  Italy^  th^ 
Florentines  had  reformed  themfetves  from  that  barbarous  t^fle 
in  the  £ne  arts,  that  dill  continued  to  infed  all  the  reft  of 
Ewrcpe,  Giotto  at  this  time  worked  in  Florence^  where  he  ThetfutrUe 
was  in  great  reputation;  and  though  he  cannot  be  faid  to  have /^^^ /n/^ 
carried  the  arts  of  architedure  and  painting  to  the  perfe3ion  ly  Qiotto* 
they  afterwards  attained,  yet  the  good  manner  he  introduced 
in  both  had  more  merit  over  the  barbarous  ftate  in  which  he 
found  them,  than  any  after-improvements  had  over  him. 
This  year,  according  to  ^///>,  viz.  i^ZSy  he  founded,  and 
afterwards  brought  to  perfeSion,  the  /amous  quadrangular 
marble  tower,  &id  to.be  one  hundred  and  forty-four  elTs  in 
height  ^j  which  now  ftands  near  the  cathedral  of  Florence.    * 

The  war  ftill  continued;  but  ScaligerhtxTig  obliged  to  gogcaligcr 
to  VermiQ^  the  fccne  of  aSion  lay  in  the  Arezzian  territories,  attach 
which  the  Florentines  atld  Perugians  ravaged  with  Vaft  fury.  Florence. 
Intelligence  came,  in  the  mean  while^  that  Scaliger  was  ad- 
vancing through  the  Romagna^  againft  Florence^  with  eight 
hundred  horfe ;  upofi  which  the  Flm^tines  fcnt  an  army  to 
join  their  allies  the  Bokgnefe^  and  to  intercept  his  march.  This 
news  encouraged  ihe  garrifon  of  Liuca  to  make  foine  incur- 
fioos  upon  the  Florentine  territoricsj  and  the  Florentines  at- 
tempted to  transfer  the  feat  of  the  war  to  Lomlardy\  but  Sca- 
liger was  fo  formidable  there,  that  they  could^  get  no  flate  to 
join  them  but  that  of  Venice^  which  became  now  jealous  of 
the  neighbourhood  of  Verona  to  that  of  fome  of  their  territo- 
ries.   In  confequence  of  this  alliance,  a  body  of  Florentine 
troops  marched  to  Trevifo^  where,  they  were  joined  by  fome  {{QpiHiigg 
Florentines^  and  entered  into  hoftilitres  againlt  the  Veronefe.  continue. 
By  this  time,  the  brothers,  the  Rujiy  finding  that  Scaliger 
trifled  with  them,  as  he  had  done  with  the  Venetians^  ini  re- 
fbfed  to  pay  the  money  he  had  pnomifed  them,  were,  for  their 
reprelen  tat  tons  on  that  head,  expejled  out  of  LuccOy  and  threw 
tbemfelves  into  the  town  of  Tontremoliy   where  they  were 
befieged;  but  were,  upon  their  application,  taken  into  the 

•  Ev^cHiHd'sNt^wSyftcm  of  Geography,  vol.  iii.  p.  laa. 
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alliance  of  the  Florentines  and  Venetians,  The  fie^e  of  Pon^ 
remoli  ftill  continuing,  Peter  Ruffoy  who  was  cftccmed  an 
excellent  officer,  repaired  to  Florencey  and  offered  to  tlie  ma- 
jgiftr^cy  there  to  give  them  poffefliop  of  Ltuca^  Jjf  they  would 
put  h\tn  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  for  that  purpofe. 
He"  accordingly  received  eight  hundred  horfe,  and  marched 
againft  that  place.  His  true  defign  was  to  draw  off,  to  the 
defence  of  Lucca^  the  rroopj  that  were  employed  at  the  fiege 
of  Porttrewoli.  The  Italians^  as  y£iy  knevv  little  of  the  art 
of  bcfieging  places,  farther  than  blockading  them,  and  forcing 
them  to  furrendcr  by  famine;  fo  that  the  governor  of  Lucca^ 
leaving  a  few  to  man  the  walls^  fell,  with  all  the  other  troops 
-  he  could  affemble,  upon  the  Florentine  territories.  This 
obliged  Ruffo  to  draw  off  from  Lucca^  and  al)8ttlc  foon  fol- 
lowed ;  in  which  the  Floreniinesy  with  great  difficulty,  came 
off  conquerors,  Scaliger's  general  being  made  prifoner,  with 
many  others,  and  ^  great  number  killed  in  the  purfuit.  Two 
days  after  this,  the  Florentine  army  returned  in  triumph  to  tbit 
city,  wliere  Kuffo^  on  the  credit  of  his  late  viflory,  was  ap- 
pointed general  of  the  combined  arnly  of  the  Venetians  and 
Florentines  ferving  againft  Sr^Z/f^r  \ii  Lombardy,  Ruffi  ht- 
haved  fo  well  in  his  new  command,  that  he  gained  a  vaft 
number  of  advantages  over  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  to 
the  walls  of  Paduay  which  was  then  in  poffeffion  of  Scaliger, 
Ruffo  however  could  not  bring  the  Veronefe^  though  they  were 
greatly  fuperior  to  him  in  number,  to  a  battle  j  and  therefore 
he  belieged  Bovolenta^  which  lies  within  feven  miles  of  Padua- 
His  attacks  were  fo  furious^  that  Scaliger  thought  now  of  no* 
thing  but  covering  Verona.  He  found  means,  however,  to 
bring  over,  by  the  force  of  money,  to  his  intereft  one  thoifand 
German  horie,  who  ferved  as  mercenaries  in  RujffVs  army, 
who,  fetting  fire  to  the  camp  of  the  confederates,  marched  off" 
in  the  night*time.  Ryffo^  undaunted  by  this  defertion,  re- 
paired the  damage  his  camp  had  fuftained,  and  continued  his 
<iperations,  l?eing  ftill  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army.  The 
other,  flates  of  Lombardy^  now  feeing  the  danger  of  Scaliger^ 
whom  they  all  hated,  entered  into  the  confederacy  againft 
him ;  and  a  great  army  of  Milanefe^  Ftrrarefe^  and  ManiuanSy 
with  Lucino  Vifconti  at  their  head,  rendezvoufed  at  Mantua^ 
intending  to  proceed  againft  Verona  itfelf.  At  the  faine  time 
Charles y  fon  of  yi?*^  king  of  Bohemia^  took  Belluno  and 
FeltrL 
The  eou^  SCALIGER^  though  furrounded  by  fo  nnany  powerful 
rage  and  enemies,  was  not  deficient  in  his  conduS,  either  as  a  warrior 
conduA  if  ox  ?i  ftatefman.  As  Lucino^  who  by  this  time  had  been  joined 
Scaliger.  ^y  ^  detachment  of  two  thoufand  four  hundred  hoife,  under^ 
^orfili^^  Ruffoh  bcQther,  had  marched  within  a  few  mite  of 
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PerMdj  hejeft  that  city  at  the  head  of  three  thoufand  borfe 
and  a  body  of  foot,  and  offered  battle  to  the  confederates, 
Mrhich  Xmc/ho  declined,  though  his  army  was  greatly  fuperior 
to  that  of  Scaliger^  This  cowardice,  or  treachery  of  LumOy 
/o  d^g^ifted  the  troops  under  his  cocnmand,  that  they  imme- 
diately left  the  fervjce.  Upoa  this,  Scaligevj  to  improve  his 
good  fortune,  took  poft  three  miles  below  BovoUma^  where 
Ruffh  was  ftill  encamped,  with  a  view  of  intercepting  Mar^ 
Jilio  in  his  return  to  join  his  brother  ^.  Aretin  tells  us,  tiuffh 
was  at  this  time  in  fuch  danger,  that  he  ordered  his  foldiers 
to  gather  great  quantities  of  bitter  herbs,  which  grew  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  to  throw  them  into  the  waters  of  the 
Brent^  which  fupplied  Scaligers  army,  and  which  thereby 
became  fo  bitter  as  to  be  rendered  unferviceable  both  to  man 
and  horfe ;  fo  that  Scaliger  was  obliged  to  decamp,  and  Mar^ 
Jilio  rejoined  his  brother.  Ruffo^  without  lofing  time,  marched 
4Jire£Hy  to  Padua  j  where  the  citizens,  inftigated  by  Vbertino 
Cana^  opened  the  gates ,  to  his  army,  and  cut  in  pieces  Sea- 
li^ir*s  garrifon,  which  was  commanded  by  his  brother  |//^/r/^, 
who  was  fent  prifoner  to  Venice,  But  the  joy  which  this  im* 
portant  conqued  occafioned  at  VenUe  and  Florence^  was  quick- 
ly damped  by  the  death  oi  Ruffoy  who,  in  ftorming  Monfelice^ 
a  place  in  the  neighbourhood,  received  a  wound  in  his  thigh, 
which  proved  mortal  upon  his  return  to  Padua.  He  was  fur- 
vived  but  a  few  days  by  his  brother  Marfilloy  who  died  of 
^rief  at  the  I06  of  Ruffo.  About  this  time  the  Milamfe  made 
tbemfelves  makers  of  Brefcia. 

P£T£Ry  furnamcd  5tfrtf,  had  ftill  poffeffion  of  Jrezzfi^  ^j^  p\q^ 
and  was  ftrongly  (biicited  by  the  Jrezzians  io  make  peace  with  rentines 
the  Florentines  and  their  allies.    This  application  ferved  only  furclmje 
to  render  P///r  jealous  of  the  Jnzzians^    and   he  refolved  Arezzo; 
to  make  the  beft  terms  he  could  with  the  Florentines^  having 
many  reafons  for  not  trufting  the  Perugtans.    The  bargain 
was  foon  ftruck.    Peter  agreed  to  deliver  up  Arezzuff  and  all 
its  dependencies,  for  ten  years,  into  the  hands  of  the  Floren^ 
tines^  upon  condition  that  he  himfelf,  whofe  mother  was  a 
J^loreniinet  s^nd  his  kinfmen,  flioutd,  from  thenceforward,  be 
deemed  citizens,  of  Florence  \  that  they  Ihould  remain  in  pof- 
feffion of  all  their  private  eftates  and  efieds  ;  that  Peter  (hould 
receive  forty  thouiand  crowns  ;  and  that  feventeen  thoufand 
more,  which  he  had  borrowed  from  the  JrezzianSy  (hould  be 
paid  to  his  mercenaries  for  their  arrears.    This  negotiation 
being  finiQied-,  twelve  Florentine  noblemen  immediately  re- 
pair^ to  Arezzo f  where,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  people,  they 
took  poileffion  of  that  government. 

^  Leonard.  Arbtin.  p.  134.. 
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nvhicb  is       TH£  Ptrugiom  complained  bittcjrly  of  this  proceeding,  as 
recltdmti  being  exprefly  againft  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  them  \ 
h  ^^  Pc-  and  fent  deputies  to  Fhrtnce^'  who  exclaimed  in  very  barfli 
rugians ;   terms  againft  the  Florentines,  The  anfwer  of  the  latter  (for  i/r#- 
tln  has  given  us  the  fpeeches  of  both,  or  rather  has  made 
fpeeches  for  them)  recriminated  in  as  (harp  terms,  by  accufing 
the  Perugians  of  infincerity,  and  telling  them,  that  no  terms 
OMght  to  be  kept  with  traitors.     Upon  cooler  thoughts,  how- 
ever, both  parties  came  to  an  accommodation,  and  the  PerU" 
gians  obtained  poffeffion  of  fome  towns  of  no  great  confe- 
quence  in  the  Jrezzian  territory,     Scaliger^  hearing  of  thofe 
tran,fa<5lions,  reinforced  his  garrifbn  of  Luaa  under  j/ccia^  one 
Bui  with'  of  his  generals ;  upon  which  the  Florentines  again  took  the 
put  effta.  field,  and  ravaged  the  territories  o^  Ltuca,     This  term,  how^ 
ever,  occurs  fo  often  in  the  Florentine  hiftorians,   and  the 
.     pradice  is  fo  often  repeated^  that  we^  cannot  believe  that  it 
noeans  any  more  than  a  body  of  troops  fubfifting  for  a  few 
months,  on  free  quarter,  amongft  their  enemies  \  and,  in  fo 
fertile  a  country  as  Italyj  the  damage  they  did  being  generally 
repaired  by  next  feafon,  the  like  inroads  were  renewed, 
7ke  Vcro-      Next  year  the  Florentines  and  Venetians  invaded  the  fTra*  , 
neie  in-     nefe ;  and  after  infulting  that  city  for  fome  days,  and  gaining 
^aded  hy  feveral  advantages,  they  laid  fiege  to  Vicenza.   This  obliged 
the  Flo-     Scaliger  to  fend  a  deputation  to  Vemce  to  treat  of  peace,  wluck 
rentinci;   ^as  to  favourably  received,  that  the  terms  were  foon  fettled. 
The  marquiiate  of  Trruifo^  one  of  the  moft  delightAil  coun- 
tries in  Italy^  with  that  city  and  territory,  was  ceded  by  Sca^ 
tiger  to  the  Venetians  \  and  a  provifo  was  left  in  the  treaty, 
that,  if  th^  Florentines  fhould  incline  to  come  into  the  peace, 
theyfliould  be  put  into  pofTeflaon  of  P^'^  and  Bugianij  and 
remain  mailers  of  all  their  conquefts  in  the  Lncquefe  territory. 
It  was  Itkewife  ffipdated,  that  all  the  Lucqueje  exiles,  who 
ferved  in  the  combined  army,  (hould  be  re-admitted  to  their 
eftates  and  privileges  in  that  city.     The  negotiation  thus 
ended,  the  treaty  was  communicated  to  the  Florentines^  whoy 
after  long  debates,  di(approved  of  it ;  but  fent  three  of  their 
firft  noblemen  to  try  if  the/  could  negotiate  better  terms  at 
Venice.    This  was  found  impraSicable ;  and  the  termis  the 
Venetians  had  ftipulated  for  them  were  agreed  to,  all  partids 
being  heartily  tired  of  the  war.  < 
njuho  enjoy      The  Florentines^  after  this,  continued  for  fome  years  in 
Jome years  peace,  and  unmolefted  by  any  of  their  neighbours.     This 
of  peace,    rece6  from  the  labours  of  the  field,  and  a  few  feafons  that 
were  unfavourable  for  the  produftions  of  the  earth,  together 
with  fome  accidental  ftorms  of  thunder  and  lightning,  filled 
the  minds  of  the  Florentines^  who  w«e  naturally  fuperftitious, 
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with  manydiimal  apprebenfions.  Tbefe  perhaps  ^re  g^^^tly 
increafed  by  an  adnumbertnent  of  all  the  citizens  living 
wiAin  Jfhnnuj  which  took  place  in  the  year  1339^  who 
were  foand  to  amount  to  ninety  thoufand,  which  is  twenty 
tfaoufand  mcMre  (C)  than  it  is  fuppofed  to  contain  at  prefent. 
This  adnumberment  was  occaftoned  by  the  magtftrates  want*** 
ing,  in  the  time  of  fcarcity,  to  afcertain  the  quantttie^  of 
provilions  which  it  might  be  neceflary  to  import.  Next  year  A*  D« 
a  plague  broke  out  in  FUrenciy  which  carried  off  ffxteen  thou-  134^* 
fand  people  in  its  city  and  territories.  About  the  &me  time 
inteftine  divifions  put  the  FlonHiines  in  arms,  on  account  of  a 
foreign  maglftrate  who  had  been  advanced  to  the  government 
.  of  the  city,  for  two  years,  by  the  heads  of  the  plebeians. 
His  name  is  not  mentioned  hj  Aretin\  but  he  tells  us,  that 
two  great  families,  the  BarS  and  Frefeobaldi^  put  themfehres 
at  the  head  of  the  nobility,  with  an  intentibn  to  ovcrtnrn  the  tumults  im 
m;^]flracy  ;  but  they  were  difappointed  by  the  (pirit  of  the  Florence. 
people,  who  immediately  ran  to  arms,  and  obliged  the  nobi* 
lity  to  abandon  their  undertakmg.  The  people  then  returned 
peaceably  home ;  but  the  chief  of  the  nobility  were  impeached 
before  the  prelideiits,  and  none  of  them  croffing  the^/-»9,  to 
appear*  in  their  own  defence,  fentence  pafTed  againft'  them  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  their  hpufes  Were  demoltihed,  and 
applicatbns  made  to  all  the  ftates  confederated  with  Florena 
not  t#  receive  or  protect  them;  fo  that  the  exiles  were 
obliged  to  takefhelter  in  Ptfaj  the  ancient  and  nattval  enemy 
oi  FUrnui. 

So0S  after  tbib,  the  Mantuans  encouraged  the  peq>le  6f 
PitrntM  to  throw  oSStaUgerh  yoke;  and  he  found  himfeif  fb 
hardly  befet  by  tihe  Mtrntuans  cutting  off  all  communication 
between  f^eronu  and  Lucct^  that  it  vras  plain  he  could  not 
keep  the  latter.  The  Fhr/ntims  and  the  Pi/am  inimediateiy 
became  com^titors  for  the  ^i^e^  which  was  fudy  pot  up  by 
Scaliger  at-  public  aodion,  fo  be  carried  by  the  beft  bidder.  - 
The  Floremms  outbid  the  Pi/ans,  by  offering  for  the  phce  ^^.^^ 
two  hundred,  and  fifty  thoufaodf  croWris.  rentines 

(C)  See  Bufcbingf  torn.  iii.  caufe  of  the  vaft  armies,  feme-  ^^^^^* 

p.  I  :m  .    We  are  iMt^  however,  times  amounting  in  the  whole  to 

Suite  (atisfied   whether,  under  above  thirty  thouiand  men,  that 

le  word  civest    Areiin^    from  we  have    mentioned    to    have 

whom  the  above  adnumbermeoc  marched  out  of  Florince $  a  num- 

18  taken,   comprehends  all  the  ber  of  fighting  men  by  far  too 

inhabitants,  men,  women,  chil-  gteat  to  be  fuhiilhed  by  a  city 

dren,  and  fenrants.  That  he  does  that  contained  no  niore  than 

not,  feems  moft'  probable  j  htr  niHetf  thoufaind  inhabitants; 
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The  Florentines  being  thus  in  polleffion  of  Arixz$j  aod 
Jikely  CO  be  fo  of  Lucca^  by  means  of  the  wealth  they  bad 
gained  in  commerce,  began  now  to  be  dreaded  ail  over  Jiafy. 
The  Pifans^  irritated  by  their  difappointment  of  acquiring 
Lucca^  fet-on  foot. a  general  confederacy  againfi  them«  into 
which  Lucinoy  who,  by  the  death  of  jIzo^  was  now  vifcount 
of  Milan ;  and  all  Scaligefs  enemies,  who  were  very  nume* 
rous,  entered,  as  did  the  Milantfsy  the  Mantuans^  the  Par* 
mefans,  and  the  Paduans\  ?11  of  whom  fcnt  their  contiagen* 
cies  of  troops  to  ailift  the  Pifan^  in  the  (iege  of  Lucca^  which 
was  now  formed.  The  Fhrentines  upon  this,  having  for* 
mally  required  of  the  Pijems  to  raife  che  fiege,  invaded  the 
Pijan  territories;  but  the  tie^e  was  preSed  more  warmly  than 
ever.  Luua  was  fiiU  in  the  pofleffion  of  Scaliger^  who  now 
fummoned  the  Florentines  to  fulfil  their  bargain;  and  die 
latter  were  fo  generous,  that  they  agreed  to  pay  ail  the  fom 
they  had  bargained  for,  but  feventy  thoufand  crowns,  and 
gave  hoftages  for  the  payment.  Still  a  difficulty  remained  of 
the  Florentines  uking  pofleifion,  which  at  laft  was  removed 
by  their  breaking  through  the  Pi/an  army  ;  and  no  (boner 
were  they  mafters  of  the  city  and  citadel,  than  thejr  it« 
iieved  their  hoftages  by  paying  the  Aipjulated  money. 
Thev  are  This  event  gave  infinite  joy  and  fpirits  to  the  Florimtbm^ 
iifiaied.  ^^^  '^^  ^^  Pifan  camp  from  the  walls  of  Luaa.  The 
garrifon  was  fo  ftrong,  and  the  place  fo  well  provided  with 
every  thing,  that  the  Pifan  army  muft  have  returned  home 
without  any  farther  attempt,  had  not  the  Florentims  withio 
the  city  precipitately  refolved  to  attack  them  in  their  en- 
trenchments. This  attack  was  made  within  eight  days  after 
the  Florentines  became  matters  of  Lucca,  The  Pifans  weit 
commanded  by  Giovanni  yifconti^  and  Enrico^  Caftrucdo^^  foa, 
ferved  under  him  ;  as  did  all  the  Florentine  exiles,  who  formed 
the  moft  confiderable  part  of  his  army,  which  was  drawn  op 
in  three  lines^  as  that  of  the  Florentines  was  in  two.  The 
firftlineof  the  latter  confifted  of  two  hundred  chofen  knights 
on  horfeback,  fupported  by  three  thoufand  cro(s-bow  men ; 
and  they  made  fo  furious  a  charge,  that  they  drove  the  Arft 
line  of  the  Pifans  back  upon  their  fecond,  where  they  took 
prifoners  Vifconti  the  PiJan  general,  and  Enricoy  Caftrucdo^ 
fon,  with  fever^l  other  perfons  of  great  quality ;  but  the  third 
line  of  ^t,  Pifans  fupporting  the  difordered  troops  of  thek 
two  firft  lines,  vidory  was  fnatched  from  the  Floremiinet^ 
whofe  fecond  line  was  fo  far  from  fupporttng  their  firft,  that 
they  fled  to  Pefcia  without  ftriking  a  ftroke.  The  firft  line 
of  the  Florentines^  being  thus  left  expofed^  fuflFered  greatly* 
and  vldory  declared  herfelf  in  favour  of  the  Pifam  :  the  re- 
maim 
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mains  of  the  firft  line  however  bravely  fought  their  way  back 
to  Loicca.  •     '  .  ' 

The  loft  the  Fhrentims  received  in  this  defeat  was  far  lefs 
thaf|  was  at  fiift  reported  at  Florence,    They  remained  in  pof- 
feffion  of  aJl  their  ftandards,  and  their  tlluftrious  prifoners  i   . 
aod  the  government,  having  recovered  its  firft  confternation, 
apfrfied^   by  deputies,  to  Robert  king  of  Sicily  for  prote^ion, 
oiSering  at  the  fame  time  to  fubmit,  as  ufua),  to  any  prince 
of  his  blood  whom  be  (hfould  fend  as  his  governor  or  vice- 
roy at  Florence.    Robert  received  the  deputies  very  cololy,  and 
iofifted  upon  the  rendition  of  Lucca  to  him,  as  being  his  pro« 
perty,  and  torn  from  him  by  the  treachery  of  Fagiclani.   The 
Floremines  had  forefeen  this  demand,  and  they  inihuded  their 
(ieputiesto  comply  with  it ;  but  Robert j  fufpe6\ing  rhey  would 
infift  upon  the  payment  of  the  money  it  had  coli  them,  de- 
cUned  inrerefting  bimfelf  farther  than  by  fending  an  ambafia- 
dor  to  difluade  the  Pifans  from  continuing  the  fiege  of  Ltic- 
ea,  which  he  aBirmed  to  be  his  property.     The  rifans  re- 
turned him  good  words,  but  continued  the  fiege  with  greater 
vigour  than  ever. 

The  Florentine  affairs  wearing  thus  a  bad  afpc£i,  the  people  ^^^^.^ 
hegui  to  fufpc(9,  perhaps  without  any  grounds,  that  P^f^f^/gralle  R- 
Saco^  the  late  lord  of  Jrezzo^  would  fei^e  that  opportunity  tuatiofh 
to  reiofiate  himfetf  in  that  government.  Peter  was  then 
living  in  one  of  his  caAles  in  the  country ;  and  the  Florentine 
magifiracy,  as  if  they  had  been  convinced  of  their  danger, 
ordered  the  people  to  take  arms  and  to  furround  the  place. 
The  madneft  of  popular  jealoufy  did  not  ftop  here.  Tarlatij 
brother  to  Peter^  was  then  one  of  the  mo(t  djftinguiflied  offi- 
cere  in  the  Florentine  army  ;  and  it  was  chiefly  t^  his  means 
that  the  remains  of  their  firft  line  had  made  fo  noble  a  re- 
treat, as  they  did,  to  Lucca.  But  bis  condu^  being  irreproach- 
able^  the  people  grew  the  more  jealous  of  his  credit  in  the 
anny,  and  of  the  power  he  might  thereby  acquire  to  favour 
his  brother.  An  order,  therefore,  was  fent  from  Florence  to 
put  him  imder  arreft  at  Lucca^  which  was  obeyed  without 
oonfining  him  to  prifon ;  and  he  was  allowed  to  ride  abroad 
in  company  with  Giacomo  Mediciy  the  Florentine  governor  of 
L^icem.  One  day,  as  tbey  were  reconnoitring  on  horfeback 
without  the  gates,  Tarlati  put  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  and  fled 
to  the  Pijan  camp.  His  efcape  confirmed  the  Florentines  in 
their  worft  fufpicions  of  Peter's  defigns ;  and  after  forcing 
him  and  all  hb  relations  to  furrender  themfelves,  they  were  * 
brought  to  FUrencef  where  they  were  committed  to  prifon, 
while  all  their  fine  palaces  in  that  city  tl^^re  demolifhed,  and 
their  caftles  in  the  country  taken. 
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rnddif-  The  FUnntims  being  difappointed  of  affift^ce  from  the 
Wefu  Icing  of  Naples^  were  advifed  by  ScaUger  to  apply  to  the  em- 
peror Lewis ^  who  was  about  this  time  at  Tretit^  and  who, 
was  greatly  exafperated  againft  the'  Pi/ans^  ^  well  as  a 
mortal  enemy  to  the  pope  and  the  king  of  Naples.  Though 
this  advice  was  plaufible,  and  fupport^  by  a  great  party  in 
Florence^  yet  the  people  were  fo  prepoffefled  againft  the  em- 
peror, that  no  progrefs  was  made  in  the  negotiation.  Upon 
this  the  Fhrentines  took  two  thouiand  horfe  into  their  pay, 
befides  (ix  hundred  they  hired  of  the  Ferrareji^  and  five  hun- 
dred of  ScaJigetj  all  which  joined  to  their  own  troops  made  a 
formidable  army  ;  and  they  preferred  MaUuefta  of  Riminiy  a 
<:elebrated  general  of  thofe  times,  to  the  command  of  it.  Early 
in  the  fpring  he  marched  to  the  relief  of  Luqca^,  which  con- 
tinued ftill  bcficgcd  by  tht  Pi/am  \  but  the  fwelling  of  the 
rivers,  and  the  badne&  of  the  roads  by  the  rains,  A-ufirated 
.  his  expedition ;  and  the  FlTrentines  were  driven  to  their  ufual 
recourfe  of  ravaging  their  enemy's  country.  Notwithftand- 
ihg  this  the  Pifans  ftill  cominued  the  liege  of  Lucca^  which 
being  now  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  the  garrifon  capitu- 
lated to  deliver  up  the  plac^  upon  honourable  terms  fpr  them- 
lelves,  in  the  ninth  month  of  the  fiegc.  This,  according 
to  Aretin  %  is  a  fliameful  period^  in  the  FhenthU  hiftory ; 
and  yet  it  is  eafy  to  account  for,  by  refle(9ing  upon  the  un- 
reafonable  jealoufy  the  Florentines  entertained  of  their  nobles; 
This  jealoufy  difqualified  the  nobles  from  the  command  of 
their  armies,  and  led  thern^  to  apply  to  the  gamfol  arts  of 
commerce,  which  feems,  in  hSty  to  have  been  their  principal 
inducement  to  expend  fo  much  blood  and  treafure  as  they 
did.  In  acquh-ing  and  maintaining  the  pofleffion  of  Lucca. 
Ihtirdi'  THEIR  fefcniments  at  the  lofs  of  that  city  hurried  them 
nfijknt.  into  far  greater  calamities,  by  infpiring  them  with  animofi- 
*  ties  amongft  themfelves,  each  party  blaming  the  other  for  its 
mifconduS,  and  all  of  them  difagrecing  al^ut  the  means  of 
recovering  from  their  diftrcffes  (D),  though  all  of  them 
agreed  upon  thexfatal  expedient  of  preferring  Crifttft/Vri,  the 
titular  duke  of  Athens ^  to  be  their  general.  He  was  by  birth 
a  Lmhard ;  and  having  fcrved  in  their  former  wars  under 
Charles  prince  of  Naples^  was  well  acquainted  with  their  dif- 
pofitions,  the  nature  of  their  government,  and  tho  ftatt  of 


•  Arbtik.  pag.  138. 

ccafion  Ma-    of  time  H 
d  his  words,    ftance  wl 
whicli  fixes  the  priority  in  point    have  been  doubtful. 


(D)  Upon  this  occafion  Ma-    of  time  to  the  latter;  a  circum- 
iM//f  quotes  ^r«/ixr  and  his  words,    ftaoce  which  othenvife   might 
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their  parties.    Hq  was  at  NopUi  when  the  FUnniines  invited  7}^  chufi- 
him  to  take  upon  him,  not  only  the  command  of  their  army,  fjhe  duke  if 
but  the  government  of  their  city.     Their  good  opinion  of  Athensyw* 
him  was  greatly  encreafed  by  the  modefty  of  his  retinue  when  their ftadt' 
he  entered  their  capital.  It  foon  appeared  how  much  they  were  bolder. 
deceived.     That  age  abounded  with  foldiers  of  fortune ;   and       , 
GaahUri  was  one  who  ere£ied  vaft  projeds  upon  a  very  mo*- 
derate  Ibare  of  abilities  to  fupport  them.     He  had  long  por-  . 
tiofied  out   the  dominion  of  Florence   to  himfelf,    and    his 
ambition  being  now  gratified  in  part,  he  ftudied  how  to  make 
himfelf  abfolute,  and  to  ingrols  the  whoW  of  the  government. 
His  hiftory,  and  that  of  his  new  fubjeds,  on  this  occafion  is 
inftro^ve.  The  fiate  of  Florence^  like  almoft  all  other  ftates^ 
coniifted  of  three  kinds  of  people.    The  firft  were  the  nobles» 
who,  by  the  conftitution  of  the  government,  had  been  (o 
long  accufiomed  to  the  exercife  of  trade  and  other  arts,  that 
fv  from  thinking  it  to  be  a  difgrace  to  their  nobility,  they 
boafled  of  their  induftry»    and  began  now  to   look  upon 
wealth  as  the  beft  nobility.     Not  only  their  fortunes,   but 
their  ideas,  being  raifed  ^ve  thofe  of  the  vtdgar,  a  kind 
of  an  antipathy  fubfifted  between  them,  which  was  cbnfirn^d 
by  the  democratjcal  nature  of  their  government.    The  next 
dab  was  the  middling  fort,  who,  wiSi  p^ain  ftrong  fenfe  and 
great  induftry,  had  acquired  moderate  fortunes,  and  who,  in 
a  regular  ftaie,  ought  properly  to  be  termed  the  people. 
Thefe  afFe£)ed  no  public  changes  or  revolutions,  but  thofe 
that  were  abfolutely  indifpenfable  to  the  fecurity  of  their  pro- 
perty.   The  laft  clais  was  the  plebeians,  who  hated  the  firft 
daft,  and  envied  the  fecond. 

GUALTIERI  bad  iagacity  enough  to  perceive  that  the  fe-  fSs  ij- 
cood  daft  would  be  the  great  obilacle  to  his  ambition.  The  rawty  emd 
nobility  bad  (ubmitted  to  him,  becaufe  they  thought  bis  power  trmlty, 
was  but  temporary,  and  that  they  had  at  any  time  intereft 
enough  to  difplace  him  as  foon  as  he  had  anfwered  their  end, 
10  abolifhing  the  democratical  part  of  the  conftitution,  which 
they  had  never  ceafed  to  confider  as  an  invafion  of  their 
rights.  Guedueri  admitted  them  fo  far  into  the  fecret  of  his 
condud,  as  to  acquaint  them  that  he  iatended  to  bend  the 
chief  force  of  his  power  againft  the  middling  citizens,  which 
would  enable  him  more  eSe<^ually  to  ferve  the  Jiobility,  but 
that  he  could  not  fucceed  without  making  himfelf  extremely 
popular  amongft  the  lower  ranks,  and  (hat,  however  he 
proceeded,  the  nobility  muft  appear  neutral.  Thie  reader  is 
here  to  obierve  that'  the  Are%%ians^  the  Foberrans^  and  the 
Pi/bkms^  had  followed  the  example  of  the  Florentines  in  chu- 
fij^  Guabifri  for  their  fta^holdcr,  which  if  the  term  that 
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'  approaches  nearef)  to  his  office.     The  titles  he  afltimed  VMC 

duke  of  Athens^  lord  of  Pijloia^  Arezzo^   and  VoU$na^    Htf 
governed  'Florence  in  perfon  \    but   had  his  fubilttutes  in  the 
-    other  three  ftates. 

GVALTIERl  was  fenfible,  that  without  peace  abroad  ic 
mull  be  impoflible  for  him  to  fuccee^  in  his  ahibitious  fchemc* 
at  home.     He.  was  therefore  no  fooner  formally  invefted  witb 
fupreme  power'at  Florence ^  than  he  made  a  moft  difhonour- 
able  peace  with  the  Pifans^  to  whom  he  relinquifiied  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Luccd  fox  fifteen  years,   on-  their  engaging  to  re- 
deliver it  to  the  Florentines  at  the  expiration  of  that  tenur 
He  pretended  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  rendered  firch   a 
peace  neceflary,  and  that  the  mifcondu6l  of  certain  citizent 
in  the  purchafe  of  Lucca^  as  well  as  in  other  tranfadions^- 
ought  to  be  punifhed  with  the  utmoft  rigour.     The  citizens 
he  hinted  at  were  the  moft  refpeSable  in  alKthe  common- 
wealth :    moft  of  them  were  noble,  but  without  the  pride  toa 
often  attached  to  that  honour,  and  all  of  them  devoted  to 
the  conflitution  of  their  country,  by  endeavouring  to  keep 
up  a  balance  between  the  fir  ft  and  fecond  clafTes  of  their  fel- 
.    low-citizens.     At  the  head  of  thefe  was  Giacomo  Medid^  wha 
had  been  lately  governor  of  Lucca^  and  a  principal  agent  in 
the  Florentine  purchafe  of  that  city.     This  nobleman  loft  bis^ 
head ;  and  it  was  with  ^reai  difficulty  that  the  friends  of  On- 
cella  and  Ricciardo  Riccto^  who  ftood  in  a  ft  ill  greater  degree 
of  popularity,  prevailed  with  the  tyrant  not  to  put  them  to 
death  like  wife  ;   but  Altovita^  another  nobleman,  ftiared  the 
fate  of  Medici, 
q^  pj^        The  populace  at  firft  applauded  thofe  afls  of  cruelty  as 
x^tine      examples  of  juftice,  and  adored  Gualtieri  as  a  man  who  had 
ffrefidents    no  fcfpeft  of  perfon.*.     The  nobility,  though  they  perceived 
opppfethe  themfelves  to  be  miftaken  in  their  meafures  and  connediona 
tyrmu%       with  the  tyrant,  durft  not  oppofe  him  ;    but   the  wifdom  of 
the  Florentine  conftitution  appeared  now   in  its  full  luftre^^ 
The  prefidents,  whofe  authority  in  judicial  cafes  never  had 
been  abolifhed,  manfully  wtthftood  ^11  the  terrors  of  the  ty* 
rant.    When  he  fummoned  the  people  to  a  general  meeting, 
in  order  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  abfolute  government,  the 
prefidents  privately  told  him  that  he  had  exceeded  his  powers,, 
becaufe,  by  their  capitulation  with  him,  none  bat  they  could 
ifTue  fuch  fummonfes.     The  tyrant's  anfwer  was^  that  be 
intended  to  give  the  people  liberty  to  declare  their  fentiments>  " 
without  which  tbey  could  not  be  called  free.     After  a  good 
deal  of  altercation  it  was  agreed,  that  next  day,  when  the 
afTembly  was  to  be  held,  the  prefidents  fliould  move  the  go- 
vernment to  be  decreed  to  bim  for  one  year,  under  the  fanie 
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fimltations  that  it  had  been  yielded  before  to  Robert  prrafce  of 
Naples,     The  tyrant,  however,  had  taken   his  nieafures  {onvhots 
well,  that  he  was  ufhered  into  the  aflembly  by  fonne  of  the  pfo^/e  krd 
principal  nobility,   and  hisperfbn  was  guarded  by  a  number  of^^^ 
plebeians,  with  arms  concealed  under  their  cloaths.     One  of '■^'*^^' 
the  prefidents  rifmg  from  his  feat,  made  the  motion  agreed 
upon  the  night  before  \  but  he  was  interrupted  by  a  general 
cry,  that  they  would  have Gualt'teri  for  their  governor  without 
any  limitations.     The  prefidents  being  thus  deterred  from 
farther  oppofition,  the  nobility  carried  the  tyrant  on  their  * 
flvMilders  to  the  palace,  where  they  placed  him  in  the  chair 
of  ftate. 

AREZIO  and  Pijioia  continued  ftill  to  be  under  the/l&- 
rentines ;  but  Gualtteriy  under  the  plaufible  pretence  of  abb* 
lifting  that  fubjedion,  now  received  them  under  his  own  im* 
mediate  dominion,  and  placed  governors  in  both.  He  then  and  fehat 
made  fomc  alterations  in  thedifgraceful  peace  with  theP//Zwj.  Arczzo 
The  terms  were,  that  they  (hould  poiTefs  Lucca  for  fifteen  years,  ^^  pjf, 
and  then  refiore  it  to  its  liberty  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  while  tola, 
the  Lucquefe  exiles  fbould  be  leftored,  and  the  Fhrentim  cap- 
tivcs  releaicd  ;  that  the  Florentines  (hould  keep  the  forts  they 
had  in  the  Lucquefe  territories,  and  that  the  Pifans  fhould  pay 
them  annually  nine  thoufand  crowns;  but  that  all  the  friends 
of  the  PifoiUj  who  had  been  expelled  from  Florence^  (bould 
he  reftored  to  their  country  and  eiFeds.  To  qualify  thofe 
and  feme  other  (hameful  conditions*,  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
Fhrentines  fbould  name  the  chief  magiftrate  of  Lucca  during 
the  fifteen  years;  but,  as  Aretin  very  juflly  obferves,  this  was 
in  reality  next  to  nothing,  as  the  Pifans  were  in  pofieffion  of 
the  citadel  and  the  military  power.  The  numbers  of  captive 
«nd  other  nobility  which,  by  this  peace,  were  reftored  to 
Flmrmcty  ftrengthened  the  tyrant's  party,  as  they  thought  they 
owed  their  liberty  to  him.  He  then  invited  into  his  fervicc 
sdl  his  countrymen  who  were  in  Tufcanj^  and  out  of  them 
he  formed  a  body-guard  of  about  eight  hundred  horfe.  After 
that  he  entered  into  a  league  with  the  Pifans^  the  real  in* 
tention  of  which  was  to  bridle  the  Florentines. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  he  turned  the  prefidents  out  M/ /0^V^. 
of  the  palace  allotted  for  them,  and  took  poiTeffion  of  it  him- 
feif.  He  was  too  prudent  ro  abolifh  their  office ;  but  he  left 
tbem  only  a  (badow  of  its  power.  He  totally  abrogated  the 
inftttution^  of  the  companies  and  their  gonfaloniers.  He  de- 
prived their  citizens  ef  their  arms,  and  made  himfelf  the  fole 
foantain  of  preferments  and  hunoun  in  the  ftate.     His  ava« 
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rice  was  infatiable  :  be  appropriated  all  the  public  money  (o 
his  own  private  ufe,  and  cancelled  all  pecuniary  contra<98 
A.  D.  that  had  been  made  by  the  public.  The  colleAors  and  re* 
'i43*  ceivers  of  his  taxes  were  all  of  them  foreigners.  Part  of  his 
great  wealth  he  employed  in  fortifying  his  palace,  fo  as  to 
render  it,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  a  citadel ;  and  he  was  fo 
fhamefully  negle£lful  of  the  public  faith,  that  he  fuffered  the 
hoftages,  who  had  been  given  to  ScaJiger^  to  be  detained  for 
non-payment  of  the  money  for  which  the  ftate  was  engaged* 
JcMjpi'  It  Qiay  feem  furprifipg  how  GuaUieri  fhould  fucce«l  ia 
racy  is  ^{^  tyrannical  proceeding  with  a  people  fo  quick-fiehtbdy 
fori^  and  fo  jealous  of  their  power,  as  the  Florentims  were;  but  he 
^j^y^  wa$  as  artful  as  he  was  ambitious,  and  played  ofF  each  party 
in  Flgrtnci  againft  the  other,  with  ib  much  dexterity,  that 
he  prevented  their  uniting  in  any  common  plan  of  oppofltion. 
His  iafo)ence  and  cruelty,  however,  got  the  better  of  his 
prudence.  When  any  of  the  citizens  complained  of  his  of- 
ficers, he  ordered  the  complainants  to  be  publicly  whip- 
ped, without  ib  much  as  enquiring  into  t;hipir  grievances. 
He  ordered  a  citizen's  tongue  to  be  pulled  out  by  the  roots  ; 
and  having  baniihed  .another  upon  fu^idon,  be  feemingly 
pardoned  bios ;  but  no  Cooner  was  be  returned  to  Flarence 
than  he  put  him  to' death.  At  laft  defpair  and  hatred  got 
the  better  of  fear  amoftgft  the  Fhrentinn.  The  tyrant  fel- 
dom  appeared  abroad,  an^  his  guards  always  attended  his  owa 
perfoa.  This  gave  the  Flonmims  of  all  ranks  opportunities 
of  caballing  againft  him ;  but  the  fubjed  of  their  meeting 
being  difcovered  to  him  by  means  of  one  BunuUttiy  a  Fl$^ 
rkntine  nobleman,  feveral  of  the  coofpirators  were  feiaed^ 
and,  by  the  force  of  torments,  diicovered  all  they  knew,  be- 
fore the  other  conipirators  were  aware  that  their  plots  were 
revealed.  The  depth  of  the  confpiracy,  and  the  quality 
and  numbers  of  thofe  concerned  in  it  were  fo  great,  that  the 
tyrant  was  aftoniibed,  and  at  a  left  how  to  proceed.  Hb  firft 
care  was  to  calf  into  Flwiiiu  troops  from  all  the  neighbour- 
ing garrifoBft  :  he  then  fummoned  to  his  palace  three  hun-> 
dred  of  the  principal  citizens^  all  or  moft  of  whom  were  con- 
fpirators,  with  a  defign  to  ftrike  off  their  heads,  but  under 
the  pretence  of  taking  their  advice  coiKerniog  the  confpiracy. 
All  thofe  proceedings  took  up  fix  days,  and  upon  the  fe- 
'  venlh  the  citizens,  infiead  of  obeying  the  tyrant's  fummons, 

as  one  man,  rofe  in  arn»8.  It  then  appeared  that  three  feve- 
ral  conipiracies  had  been  formed,  each  without  the  know- 
ledi^e  of  the  other;  but  all  now  united^  againft  the  tyrant, 
and,  with  what  arms  they  could  command,  they  bcfieged  him 
in  his  palace  or  citadiel*    At  firft.  he  endeavoured  to  make 
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Iffiftance;  bot  Ending  them  refoluto,  and  that  tliere  was  not 
i{i  all  Fkrenct  a  fi^mily  that  had  not  entered  into  a  general 
conrpuracy,  he  propofed  to  treat.  For  this  purpofe  he  gave 
liberty  Ko  all  whom  he  had  imprifoned  on  account  of  the  con- 
^rac)',  and  particMlarly  to  Antonio  Adimart^  one  of  the 
greateil  men  in  Florence^  and  to  the  prefjdents  whom  he. 
diiiniiled  with  unufual  marks  of  regard,  and  fent  from  his 
palace  the  popular  ilfindards,  as  pledges  of  their  recovered 
liberties. 

The  head  of  the  confpirators  wz^  Angela  AccicvlcU ;  and  no  He^ii  he* 
popular  confpiracy  was,  perhaps,  ever  fo  regularly  carried  on.Jjeged  nnd 
'  The  citizens  laughed  at  the  tyrant*^  compliances  and  offers  j  expelled. 
but,   though  they  had  no  fettled   authority  to  guide  them,  / 
they  met  in  the  great  church,  where  they  chofe  fourteen  of 
their  number,  the  bifliop  beinJ:  their  principal,  for  refettWng 
the  goverflinent  of  the  rtatc.    -Notwithflanding  this,  the  fiege 
went  on  with  more  fury  than  erer;    and  the  tyrant,  finding 
at  laft  that  he  muft  yield,    thruft  out  of  the  citadel  thoie 
ofHcers  and  guards  whofe  cruelty  had  rendered  thepi  mofl: 
obnoxious  to  the  people,  by  whom  they  were  inilantly  put  to 
death.     Their  puniitmcnts   fo  me  what  foftened  the  fury  ojF^ 
the  befiegers ;  and  the  bifhop,  with  bis  afleflbrs,  foon  brought 
them  into  (iich  a  temper,  that,  upon  ?  parley,  Gualtieri  con- 
femed  to  deliver  up  the  citadel  into  the  hands  of  the  four- 
teen, and  to  divert  himfelf  of  all  power  over  Florence.     It 
was  wifely,  at  the  fame  time,  ftipulated  by  the  fourteen,  that ' 
he  fiiouid  ratify  thofe  articles  as  foon  as  he  quitted  the  Flo- 
rentine  territories.     AU  that  he  demanded  in  return  was  his 
life,  which  the  fourteen  v/ith  difficulty  prefcrvcd,  by  keeping 
him  for  two  days  within  the  caftle,  under  a  (Irong  guard, 
and  fending  him  o(F  in  the  night-time  to  Cafantlno^  where 
he  ratified  the  articles.     His  tyrsLnuy  over  Florence  continued 
above  nine  months.      It  is  remarkable   that  the  Arezzians,  ^ 
the  Pj/i oians ^  znd  the  Vclterrcns^  as  if  all  had  afled  in  con- 
cert, received  their  liberties,  and  expelled  the  tyrant^'s  troops 
at  the  (ame  time. 

Though    the   Fkrentines  had   been  beyond   all   example  Di^culilti 
unanimous    in    expelling   their   late   tyrant,    they  weie  far  ana  ever* 
/rom  being  fo  as  to  the  manner  of  refettling  their  govticx-  j7ghts  in 
menc.     Their  city  and  ftatc  were  at  this  time  in  the  utmofi:  refettling 
confu/ion  ;    nor  could  they  be  faid  to  have  any  oihcr  ma*  the  Flo- 
girtracy  than  the  fourteen  they  had  chofen.  To  them  was  re-  Tentine^^?- 
ferred  the  care  ^{  refettling  the  government.     Upon  deli-  '^'''''^*''^'' 
beration  they  agreed,  that  the  power  of  the  prcfidents,  who 
had-made  fo  glorious  a  ftand  againft  the  late  tyrant,  fhould 
be  rcftored  ;    thus  far  the  government  was   to  (land  on   its 
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old  foundation.  Something  new,  however,  wis  propoied  to 
be  introduced,  and  that  the  nobility,  who  hid  been  highlf 
inftrumental  tn  expelling  the  tyrant,  fhould,  for  that  reafon, 
as  well  as  to  prevent  future  diflentions,  which  had  been  (b 
fatal  to  the  ftate,  be  capacitated  to  ad  as  prefidents,  and  in 
other  pofts  of  the  magiftracy.  This  innovation  was  like- 
wife  agreed  to  :  no  meafures,  however,  were  taken  for  re- 
ftoring  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  the  inftitution  of  compa- 
nies, it  being  alledgcd  that  fuch  precautions  were  now  ren- 
dered  ufelefs,  by  the  nobility  being  conCblidated  with  the  com- 
monalty in  the  government.  The  number  of  the  city  wards 
was  reduced  from  fix  to  four  9  of  which  the  Tranfarmm 
ward  was  one.  When  the  general  eledion  of  prefidents  came 
on,  four  were  chofen  from  the  nobility,  and  ei^ht  from  the 
commonalty ;  and  they  took  pofleflion  of  th^  palace,  and  all 
the  badges  of  authority  they  had  been  deprived  of  by  the  ty- 
rant. All  thofe  regulations  took  place  by  the  fole  authority 
of  the  fourteen  ;  but  they  were  more  fpecious  than  lafiiog. 
and  though  well  meant,  they  were  impradicable. 
Civil  Jtfi  The  people,  feeing  four  noblemen  upon  the  bench  of  the 
fimions*  prefidents,  exclaimed  againft  adding  to  a  power  that  was  erea 
too  formidable  before ;  and  to  tell  the  truth,  hj$  Aritin\ 
they  had  fome  reafon.  Heats  and  animofities  fdon  revived  in 
Florence^  where  it  was  publicly  faid,  that  by  driving  out  one 
tyrant  they  had  admitted  hundreds.  The  biOiop  law,  that 
cfvil  commotions  were  upon  the  point  of  again  breakiflg 
out.  Though  he  himfelf  was  of  one  of  the  nobleft  familio 
in  Florence^  he  advifed  the  fourteen  to  fubmit  the  modelling 
of  the  ftate  to  an  aflembly  of  the  people,  as  being  the  only 
means  of  retaining  fonlewhat,  whereas  by  an  obftinate  per- 
feverance  they  might  forfeit  all.  This  moderate  counfel  was 
rejeded  with  great  acrimony,  and  fome  marks  of  conteonpt 
for  its  author,  whom  they  put  in  mind  bow  fcandaloufly 
the  plebeians  had  fupported  the  late  tyrant.  The  prelat^ 
who  was  a  man  of  refolution,  retorted  on  the  nobility  their 
condu<9  on  the  fame  occafion  ;  and  w6rds  grew  fo  high,  that 
they  reached  the  ears  of  the  people  without  doors,  already 
ripe  for  an  infurreSion.  In  an  inftant  they  were  in  arms, 
broke  into  the  palace,  pulled  the  nobility  from  the  bench  of 
the  prefidents,  and  ordered  them  to  return  home  in  a  private 
ttation.  This  attack  was  what  the  nobles  had  fo  little  fore- 
feen,  that  thev  could  that  night  come  to  no  general  refehn 
tion.  ^ext  day,  the  people  rcfolved  to  lofe  no  time,  and  at- 
tacked, one  by  one,  all  the  houfes  of  the  nobility,  fituatcd 
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in  the  Gfamm  Florenuy  which  they  eafily  reduced,  but  with- 
out  offering  any  violence  to  their  perfons.     The  nobility  be-;  The  noli* 
ing  more  powerful  in  the  Tranfarnine  Floraicc,  the  people  lity  expel" 
found  more  refinance  there ;    at  laft  they  prevailed,  and,  ii^Jrcm 
though  they  had  plundered  and  deftroyed  a  few  palaces  where  '^^  ffafff- 
they  bad  met  wich  the  greaceft  oppofition,  yet  they  treated  ^^^^* 
the  nobles  and  their  families  with  becoming  refped,  declar- 
ing that  they  foughc  from  ax>tives  neither  of  hatred  nor  re- 
venge, but  of  love  to  their  country,  the  conftitution  of  which 
was  dearer  to  them  than  themfelves. 

The  people's  conqueft  over  the  nobility  was  glorious,  ^^FIo- 
diiefly  through  the  moderation  with  which  they  proceeded.  r«Jtinc$ 
Their  firft  care  was  to  reftore  the  ancient  forms  of  their  con-  ^^^^ 
ftitution,  with  fome  immaterial  variations  s    and  the  chief  .'^^  '^ 
pofts  in  their  government  were  beftowed  on  fuch  plebeians  '^'  'T  ^" 
as  afieded  the  finallcft  pomp,  and.poffcffcd  the  Icaft  power.    ^^^^^ 
£v£R  £nce  they  bad  had  the  dominion  of  Jnzzo^  they  had 
been  embroiled  on  its  account,  as  Saco^  its  former  mafter, 
was  fiill  powerful  enough  to  maintain  his  pretenfions.    The 
FUrifftines^  therefore,  with  equal  wifdom  and  magnanimity, 
came  to  a  refolution  of  refioring  to  Jlrezzo  its  independency. 
For  this  purpofe  a  folemn  depuution  was  fent  from  Florence, 
to  compliment  the  Jrezziens  upon  having  fo  nobly  recovered 
their  liberty,  and  to  prefent  them  with  a  public  inftrument, 
by  which  tike  FUrentint  people  refigned  for  ever  all  title  to 
any  right  of  dominion  over  that  city.    The  deputies  executed 
their  commiffion  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  and  the  pre- 
fent was  received  by  the  jfrfzzians  with  the  utmoft  raptures 
of  joy  and  gratitude.    Soon  after  a  confederacy  was  formed 
between  the  PerugianSy  the  Siermefiy  the  Arezzians^  and  the 
FlornuituSy  who  were  placed  at  the  head  of  it. 

The  FUreniinesy  on  farther  confulution,  confidered  thcm*^^^,^, 
felves  as  being  dill  in  a  date  of  war  with  the  Pi/ansj  bcczuCe  peace  fwitt 
they  did  not  think  themfelves  bound  by  the  peace  the  tyrant  Pifiu 
had  made.     As  the  ^ijans^  however,  had  concluded  it  upon 
the  principles  of  good  faith,  the  Florentims  confented  to  re- 
new it  with  very  few  alterations.     All  thofe  and  other  lefs 
imporunt  tranfadions  happened  the  fame  year  the  tyrant  was 
expelled. 

Nbxt  year  the  Florentines  palled  fome  very  feverc  laws     A.  D, 
againft  their  nobility,  particularly,  that  fuch  of  them  as  were     1344* 
in  foreign  fervices  (hould,  on  being  fummoned,   repair  to  St^verities 
Fbrertciy  on  pain  of  forfeiting^  all  their  cftatcs  and  cffefls.  ^fflr 
Tlic  motive  of  this  law  obvioufly  was,  left  thofe  noblemen  ^^^"^ 
Ihould  acquire  fuch  power  and  intereft  abroad,  as  plight  en- 
able them  to  dillurb  the  peace  of  the  ftate  at  home.    About 
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the  fame  time  another  fevera  aft  palled  againft  them  :  for  a 
profecution  was  ordered  againft  the  |overnor9  of  al!  forts  and 
cafHes  belonging  to  Fhrence^  moft  of  whom  were  nobles  who 
had  been  appointed  by  the  tyrant.     Hifiory  is  filent  as  to  the 
penalty  inflicled  upon  them ;    but  we  are  told  that  feveral, 
efpecially  noblemen,  were  condemned  on  that  account. 
Gaaltieri       Ik  the  mean  while,  the  expelled  tyrant  was  foUciting  his 
folicits  the  caufe  at  the  court  of  France.^  where  he  reprefented  the  Flo^ 
court  of     reniinesy   arid  the  treatment  he  had   received,    in  the  moft 
France,      pdious  colours,  infifting  upon  being  indemnified  for  all  his    - 
loffes  out  of  the  eftates  of  the  Florentines  who  were  fettled  m 
that  kingdom.    His  comolaints  were  fo  well  received,  that 
the  latter  Tent  advices  of  their  danger  to  the  magiftracy  of  _ 
Fhrence^  in  the  moft  aflFediing  terms.     This  had  no  other 
effeft  on  the  Florentinesy  than  to  make  them  pafs  what  we 
may  call  an  a£t  of  anainder  againft  the  tyrant,  and  to  publifh 
a  reward  for  any  one  who  (hould  bring  in  his  head  :    at  the 
fame  time  he  was  publicly  executed  in  effigy,  with  the  ut- 
moft  marks  of  infamy  and  .deteftation.     Thofe  proceedings, 
however,  did  not   prevent  the  Plorenitnes  from  fending  an 
ambaflador  to  vindicate  their  condu£):  at  the  court  of  France. 
Soon  after  his  departure  ambafiadors  came  from  the  king  of 
France^  demanding  reftitution  of  what  had  been  taken  from 
the'  tyrant,  to  the  amount  of  a  prodigious  fum.     The  FU- 
rentines  received  and  treated  them  with  all  the  refpeft  due  to 
their  matter;    but  expofed  the  cruelty,  avarice,  ambition, 
and  opprcffions  of  the  tyrant  with  fuch  ftrength  of  eloquence 
and  evidence,  that  the   ambafiadors   had  nothing   to  reply. 
They  then  (hewed  them  his  aft  of  abdication,  which  he  had 
ratified  at  a  place  where  he  could  be  under  no  apprehenfiona 
of  danger.    After  their  audience,  the  ambafiadors  were  treated 
in  the  moft  elegant  fumptuotis  manner. 
^  This  year  the  Florentine  government  furmountcd  a  difficulty 

which  in  that  age  would,  perhaps,  have  been  unfurmount- 
able  by  any  other  people.     The  ftate  had  borrowed  from  its 
fiibjeftj  a  large  fum  of  money,  aniounting,  to  the  beft  of  bur 
calculation,  to  about  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     The 
low  ftate  of  the  public  finances,  at  this  time,  did  not  admit  of 
the  government  paying  off  the  debt,    yet  the   public  credit 
Orig'ntalofm\x^  be  fupported.     As  a  middle  way,  every  creditor  had  af- 
paper  ae-  fignmcnts  made  to  him,  on  the  public  revenue,  at  the  rate 
^'''"  of  five  per  cent,  the  money  itfclf  being  heaped   up  in   the 

form  of  a  mount  or  bank  (both  which  terms  are  flill  in  ufe). 
Thofc  aflignments  were  transferable  like  pur  flocks,  and  ne- 
gotiated in  the  fame  manner,  their  value  rifing  or  f-Jlling  ac- 
cording to  the  profperit)'  or  diftrcflfes  of  the  ftate.  According 
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i^jlr^tin^  (£)>  from  whom  we. have  M»  curious  ac^untf 
the  Florentine  ftpck  was  negotiated  in  the  (ame  manner  as 
bargains  are  for  aily  other  mercantile  commodity.  Here  we^ 
pdHiaps^  have  the  firft  rife  of  ppcr  predit.  We  have  in  the 
note  given  AreUn\  words,  which,  to  thofe  not  acquainted, 
with  mercantile  aiFairs,  are  not  quite  clear. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  the  FUrentine  f)eo-  A.  D. 
pie  feem  to  have  been  fo  much  intoxicated  wjth  their  profpe-  134^* 
reus  fituation,  tha^  they  forgot  thefr  ufual  moderatipn*  Their 
hifiprianfi  exclaim  againft  one  law  they  then  pafled  as  being 
uojuft,  and  agaioft  another  as  being  ungrateful.  By  the  for* 
mcr  the  clergy  was  abridged  in  all  their  privileges.  The 
latter  was  a  kind  of  an  a^  of  refum|}tJon,  which  cancelled 
all  grants  that  had  been  made  by  the  public  to  citizens  for.iheir 
^ft  fervices,  by  which  many  were  obliged  to  return  ^reat 
part  of  their  eftates,  to  the  ruin  of  their  families. 

The  fame  year  is  noted  for  an  event  not  much  to  the  ho-  Great 
noMt  o^  England.     The  Florentine  family  of  the  Bardi  were  Bankrupfty 
then  the  grcateft  bankers  in  Eur^e^   and  had   par tncrfliips  on  acccunt 
in  mod  trading  nations.     They  had  lent  JS'^w^r^  III.  king  ?^^"fc-    . 
oi  Englandy  about  fcven  hundred  thoufand  crowns  of  gold,  to  ^^'^^^ 
affift  him  in  his  French  wars ;  and  his  majefly  not  being  punc- 
tual in  hiB  remittances,  t\\Q^BarJi  became  infolvenr.    As  they 
were  in  fuch  high  credit,  that  there  was  fcarce  a  fanily  in 
FJoreH€$  that  had  not  money  in  their  hands,  the  calamity 
was  general,  and  occaftoned  fuch  difirufts  between  man  and 
man,  as  amounted  tp  a'ftagruuon  of  public  credit.     It  ap* 
pearec{y   however,   upon  infpeding  the  bankrupts  accounts, 
that  the  company  owed  about  two  hundred  thouiand  crowns 
Jefs  than  the  king  owed  them. 

To  add  to  the  misfortunes  of  the  Florentines^  they  undcr- 
fiood  that  Pbilipy  then  king  ol  Frame^  had  fo  far  taken  part 

^  Ibid.  pag.  146. 

(E)  Nominihus  ecrum,    quihus  hellis  quidem  crefcunt :    pace  mi^ 

Jebcbatury  trihutim  defer ipiis  an^  tmuntur^     tropt^ea   quody   ahur^ 

nut  reditus  e  puhlico  confiitutifunt^  dn.nte  republican  dijfolutiojtt  crehra 

qulna  fingulis.  centcnis,     ^anii^  aique  per  emtio,  ^antitaium  *vero 

tatis  *vero  ipfas  in  unurfi  coacer'va^  defcriptaruvi  iff  ^-jeTiditio  eft  civi- 

tasy     a    Jimilitudine    cumulandi,  bus  tnter  fe  fef  permutatioj    atque 

<vulgo    Montem  'voca^jcre',    idque  {ut   in  ceeteris   mercimoniis)    pro. 

incitntate  poftea  ftriiatum.    ^o-  iempcre,    pro  fpe,    pro  cottmodc^ 

ties  rejpublica  indigeij   cives  tri-  mir.uitur  earum  prccium  atque  au*  ' 

buta  perfolvunt  :   folvtorum  wcro  gefcit.      In  emiorem  e'tidem   com* 

penfimes  anrntas  percipiunt.     Hi  wodoy  qu^e,  Jolufus  ipfe  perceptu^ 

monies  ettmulaiionefqHe  pecuniar um  rus  nat^  transfer unttir, 
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with  their  late  tyrant,  that  he  had  ordered  all  Fhrenttnes  and 
their  goods  to  be  feized,  who  (hould  be  found  iixty  days,  af- 
ter the  date  of  the  order,  within  his  kingdom.  He  was  in- 
duced, no  doubt,  to  this  feverity  by  the  vaft  fupport  the  Flo* 
rentmes  had  given  to  his  enemy  and  rival  the  king  of  EnglamL 
A.  D.  Next  year  a  general  famine  prevailed  all  over  Ar^,  and 
1346.  the  Florentines  were  obUfed  to  hity  ufTStft  ftocks  of  grain  in 
J  famine.  Africa^  Sardiniay  and  Sicifyy  which  were  imported  into  Flo* 
rente.  Their  humanity  on  this  occafion  was  as  fignal  as  their 
providence ;  for  they  gave  bread  to  incredible  numbers  of  wo- 
men, children,  and  poor  people,  who  flocked  to  their  city 
from  the  country  and  the  neighbouring  ftates,  who  had  not 
been  fo  (^ovident  Their  compaffion  for  the  poor  extended 
ft  ill  ftrther ;  for  they  limited  the  cafes  and  forms  of  arreftingp 
a  poor  debtor.  All  their  precautions,  however,  could  not 
hinder  a  peftilential  difeafe  from  breaking  out  in  the  city^ 
which  IS  generally- the  confeauence  of  famine,  and  of  a  place 
overftocked  with  numbers  of  ftrangers. 
Charles  of  DuRiKG  this  year  the  Florentines  received  a  firefli  mortifi- 
Luxem-  cation,  by  their  hereditary  enenSy  Charles  of  LuxenAurg^  (on 
burg  to  John  king  of  Bohemia^  and  grdndfon  to  the  emperor  Henry^ 
cho^nem-  being  raifed  to  the  imperial  dignity.  This  elevation,  however, 
feror,  had  no  immediate  ill  confequence  to  the  Florentines^  wha 
about  this  time  acquired  the  fovereignty  of  the  town  of  Sk 
MiniatOy  which  was  delivered  to  them  through  the  irrecon- 
cileable  diflentions  that  reigned  in  the  place.  Famine  and 
peftiletice  ftill  prevailed  all  over  Italy^  in  the  Florentine  ter* 
ritories  efpecialJy,  which  were  this  year  vifited  by  a  newr 
gueft,  Lewisy  grandfon  to  Robert  king  of  Naples^  their  an* 
cient  friend  and  protedor.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  enter 
here  into  a  defcription  of  this  prince  and  his  family's  fortunes, 
which  may  be  found  in  other  parts  of  this  work.  The  f&- 
rentines  refolved  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  difpute  between 
him  and  the  king  of  Hungary^  who  had  driven  him  out  of 
Naples^  and  forbad  his  entering  into  their  city.  This  year 
it  is  faid,  that  no  fewer  than  fixty  thonfand  Florentines  died ; 
many  of  whom  being  men  of  the  firft  rank  in  the  (late,  there 
was  for  fome  time  an  almoft  total  ceflfation  of  public  bufinefs. 
All  that  the  Florentines  could  do,  was  to  reprefs  the  incur- 
fions  of  fome  robbers,  who  came  from  the  jfppennines  to 
make  their  advantage  of  the  public  diffreflfes.  Next  year 
pafled  in  almoft  the  fame  inadivity,  only  the  people  of  Colle 
and  Gemiani  fubmitted  to  the  FhrentineSy  their  former  maf- 
ters,  being  impelled  thereto  by  their  domcftic  diflentions. 
Some  ftrong  places  belonging  to  the  Ubaldiy  which  iheltered 
jobbers  upon  the  AppennineSy  were  likewife  taken. 
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-     Thb  year  1350  produced  great  events  in  Fhnnci.     Gio-    A.  D. 
^ntmnni  Vijconti  was  then  bi(hop  and  mafter  of  A^Ian^znd  the     ijjp* 
moft  powerful  prince  then  in  Lombardy^  having  added  Bp^ 
Jo^nd  to  his  other  dominions.     The  Flanniinis^  alarmed  by 
the  neighbourhood   of  fo  powerful  and  arbitrary  a  prince, 
confulted  how  to  oppofe  him  if  he  /hould  attempt  to  extend  ^ 
bis  territories,  and  for  that  purpofe  planned  an  alliance  with 
ScaUgiTy  and  the  other  7«^<i«  flates,  who  were  equally  jea- 
lous of  his  power,  and,  amongft  others,  the  pope  himfelf.   A 
general  meeting  of  deputies  from  all  the  confederates  was 
held  at  Jrexzoy  where  the  pope's  legate  likewife   affifted; 
but,  Scaligir'^  death  and  many  difficulties  intervening,  the  ne^ 
gpttations  came  to  nothing.     Vifionti^  to  avail .  himfelf  of  a  ViicontiV 
jun&ure.  fo  favourable  to  his  ambition,  detached  ScaUger^t  ^rtlfiti. 
fon  and  fuccefibr  from  the  confederacy,  as  he  did  feveral 
others  who  had  been  invited  into  it,  and  made  then(i  his 
friends.    All  this  while  he  aiFe£ted  to  keep  a  good  corref- 
pondence  with  jFlorena  ;  ain],  that  he  might  di^ife  his  true 
defigns,  he  ordered  his  general  Barnabo  to  behege  Imola^  a 
flrong  city  in  the  Romagnay  his  army  then  lying  at  Bologna. 
Amongft  his  troops  were  many  of  the  Bologmft^  and  others, 
who  were  over -awed  or  fufpe£led  by  him,  particularly  the  in- 
habtunts  oi  Famza  and  Friuli^  whom  he  ci>Iiged  to  ferve  in 
his  army,  left  they  might  excite  commotions  againft  him  in  hit 
abfcDce.    The  troops,  however,  he  chiefly  depended  upon 
were  three  thoufand  horfe  and  four  thoufand  foot,  chiefly  mer«* 
cenaries,  headed  by  Barnabo.     The  garrifon  of  Imola  made  a 
vigorous  defence,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  turn  the  fiege  into 
a  kind  of  blockade.     While  this  lafted  the  Florenttnes  had 
intelligence  that  the  Pifans  were  about  to  declare  for  Vifconti^ 
and  that  he  was  concerting  meafures  for  makine  himfelf  maf* 
tcr  o^PiJIoia  and  Prato.    The  laft  is  a  fmall  city,  butin^^^fo- 
thofe  days  well  fortified,  and  of  all  others  of  the  greateftj?"^^ 
importance  to  the  Florentines^  becaufe  of  its  neighbourhood-^^ 
to  Florence.     They  knew  that  the  inhabitants  were  torn  into         * 
fa£tions,  which  was  the  great  encouragement  Vifconti  had ; 
and  they  refolved,  if  pofllble,  to  be  before-hand  with  him. 
After  a  fliort  confulution,  a  large  body  of  troops  were,  in- 
ftantly  in  arms,  and  they  marched  to  Prato  with  the  greateft 
fpeed  but  regularity,  and  pitched  their  tentsbefore  the  town, 
without   offering    the    fmalleft    hoftility.      The  Pratonefe 
were  equally  furprifed  by  their  friendly,  as  they  bad  been  1^ 
their  hoftilc  appearance ;  and   the  Florentines  reafoned  with         ' 
them  fo  mildly,  but  efFe<£lually,  that,  opening  their  gates, 
tbey  received  them  as  their  protedors. 
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anJ?\t^  This  important  and  ^inexped^  fcrccefr  detrrmind  the 
toia^ ,  FUrentinei  next  to  attempt  Pl/hia^  a  city  of  much  greater 
powerahdftrength,  likcwife  in  rht  neighbourhood  of  i%r//wr. 
A  feditton  thAt  had  lately  happened  there,  gave  the  Fhtentitm 
a  pretext  for  offering  its  magiftrates  a  body  of  troops  for  prt* 
fcrving  the  peace  of  their  city.  The  offer  w^as  accepted  of  | 
but  a  very  rew  of  the  Fhreniines  w^re  introdutei  into  Pijioia^ 
and  thcfe  were  bound  by  an  oath  of  fidetfrtjr  to  the  maejiftracy. 
Their  nambers  wt're  on^  hundred  horfe,  and  one  hundred  am 
fifty  foot.  The  Flor'e7iiinci^  defpairing  thereby  to  gain  their 
finds,  refolved^  if  they  could,  to  furprife  theitcountryitten  by 
a  mjftirly  exploit.  They  privately  fent  for  tile  otiles,  who 
*  •  had  been  driven  from  Pijioia  in  the  late  inibrrefllon;  and  it 

was  agreed,  that  they  (hould  furprife  that  city  in  the  hight-time 
by  a  ftalade  ;  and  that  one  Peter,  wfto  wa»  a  cofnmtfTary  of 
the  PieterJine  irmy^  fhould  be  fent  before  to  difpofe  the  ff^^ 
tmntinis  there  to  favour  the  attefTj|>t.  Pricn  ntvcr  difcharged 
Ihis  cotnmiffion.  The  exiles,  however,  thinkkig^thcmfelvc$ 
liire  of  the  i*V(?r^«ffW  within,  performed  theh'  part  with  the 
Utmoft  intrepidity;  but  after  the  greateft  part  of  ttiem  had 
got  over  the. wall,  the  Pijfoians  rook  the  alarrti,  and  a  fierce 
encoutiter  enfued,  which  was  manfully  fuftained  by  t!he  exiles; 
In  a  Mo  confidence  of  their  being  joined  by  the  Flcrenth^ 
pirt  o^  the  garrifoh.  The  latter,  however,  knowing  nothing 
of  (he  'cenfpiracy,  fought  as  bravely  againft  them  a&  thu 
Pi/tdia)iis  did ;  and,  at  laft,  the  exiles  were  obliged  to  retreitt 
by  the  fame  way  they  cahfie  in.  The  Pijioiam^  at  firft,  ima- 
gined the  attempt  to  be  the  a6l  of  their  own  exiles ;  but 
Eofhingj  to  the  truth,  by  examining  their  prifoners,  they  be* 
^cimc  doubly  intent  upon  guarding  their  city  and  liberty:  but^ 
though  they  were  exafperated  to  thehigheft  degree,  they  gavt 
an  honourable  eiifmiffion  to  the  Florenihe  part  of  their  garri- 
ibn,  On  account  of  their  fidelity  a^d  courage. 
fifierfchis  It  was  perhaps  this  failure  of  fuccefs,  chiefly,  that  opeitftt 
failure  .^f  the  mouths  of  the  Fkrentines  ag^ainft  their  prefidents,  as  if 
Jucce/,\  i^/jy  had  by  their  treachery  rendered  the  Pijkians^  a  peoplk 
remarkably  brave  and  relolute,  their  enemies ;  and  had,  a^  it 
wer^,  driven  them  into  the  arms  of  Vifionti.  The  wifer 
amohgft  the  Florentines^  however,  rei1e»Sting  that  there  wafe 
-how  no  hopes  of  gaining  over  the  Pijioians  by  fair  means^ 
counfclfed  the  people  to  lay  afide  all  animofities,  and  to  at- 
tempt to  gain  their  point  by  force.  This  counfel  was  approved 
of,  and  in  three  da^s  time  Pijioia  was  befieged  by  fifteen 
thouf.ind  Florentines-,  a  prodigious  number,  when  we  confide* 
the  havock  of  the  late  pcftilence.  Tht  Pijioians  prepared  to 
make  a  brave  d^jfcncc  ^  but  the  Florentines  &ewed  fuch  reluc- 
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tBndt^kLo9SiMtSi  thdt  dailjr  conferences^  psi&d^tetm^a  th^ 
beiiegeb  and  the.  befie^d.  Ac  laft  all  dtfficiiltiea  were  got 
over,  by  means  of  the  friends  the  Florentines  bad  \i^  PifioiOf 
and  tbtPi/iiiam  tinanimcmily  received  Z.Florentine  garriR>n. 

Beforb  thit  eVent^  nfaniim^  bis  chief  oflkers  had  ai«  VHc^ti 
wayd  nttdtibned  the  Flarentines  in  terms  of  great  reffkSt  waA/ends  am 
friendfbip ;  but  be  now  fummoned  together  his  friends  all  ovte  army  into 
Tnfcmt^  and  Lmnbardy,     He  acquainted  them,  that  he  hatfTuTcany; 
difcovered  ^  cohf]^iracy  that  hadbedn  formed  by  fome  £«%- 
nefi  lordS)  for  betraying  that  city  to  the  Florentines^  whom  he 
Inveighed  asainft  with  ereat  bitternefs.     He  then  made  ft 
kind  of  a  d^udion  of  all  that  their  feveral  countries  had  faf« 
feriid  from  the  FUtefstinn,  and  tohi  them,  that  their  only  w«y 
tohavis  reparation  and  revenge  was  for^  every  ftate  t9  exeri 
itielf  alt  at  once  t<)  fall  upon  them,  and  that  he  fatmfetf  wouli 
lead  them  the  way.    His  fpeedi  was  received  with  vai^  ap^ 
plau(e,  a  great  army  was  afftmbled,  and  the  command  of  is 
giveh  byhitAt^Okgiafto,  one  of  his  relations.    His  expedt^ 
Hon  was  fb  great,  that  be  palled  the  Jppenninesy  and  entampe)! 
near  Pifioia^  be(bre  his  march  From  Bologna  was  heard  of.   AH 
that  the  Fhrentikes^  under  their  gneat  a(toni(hmeni^  could  do^ 
was  to  throw  %  ftrong  reinforcement  of  horfe  and  foot  into 
the  city,  and  to  fend  ta  deputation  to  expoftuiate  with  Okgiano^ 
.  His  anfwtr  was,  that  he  was  come,  by  order  of  the  bifliopof    . 
'  ASkm^  to*obtia{n  6tis^£lion  for  the  lofles  and  outrages  his  >    - 

friends  and  alllifV  had.  received  from  the  Florentine  people ^ 
Stfid  that  they  ia^  either  take'kim  for  their  arbiter,  or  exped 
the  conftqu^nce^.     The  depmies  upon  this  left  the  camp, 
and  he  A^ade  difpofittoni  for  befieging  Pijioia.    His  real  in-  ou^/Vi  in- 
tention, hOWftvttr,  wsfs  to  excite  a  revolt  within  the  city  in  h'tsjiffes  Pif- 
favour }  but  being  disappointed  oF  that  hope,  and  finding  the  t<^'^»  ^^ 
garrifon  prepared  for  a  vigorous  refiftance,  he  bvdce  up  the  ^wrr^x 
fiege,  and  marched  diredly  through  Ac  Pratmfi  ^"^^^f^s  ^^^^  '  ^ 
Fiorenci.  »  His  army,  according  10  ifrwrtr  S  confiftod  lof  ateve  ^j  ^^^  , 
ten  thoufand  horfe  and  fix  thoufand  foot,    befides  a  great 
number  of  auxiliary  troops  and  volunteers.    It  foon  appeared,  . 

that  Ole^iafio^  as  he  had  done  at  Pijioia^  dependU  mx)re  vpott 
the  PUhrenXine  diflenfions  than -upon  hisdwn  army,  ibr  the  re* 
du6lion  of  the  city.  Ail  he.  did  was  taking  a  few  inconPt** 
dcrible  places,  and  ravaging  the  open  country ;  for  after  hit 
troops  had  par&dfed  for  feme  time ,  before  Florence^  he  drew 
them  off  towards  the  vale  of  Mugelfi.  Upon  this  th^  Florentines  Siege  of^ 
threw  a  reinforcement  \nXO  Siarferia^  a  garrifoned-  phicc  they  Scarpcria, 
bad  there,  am!  a  town  now  fafnA^us  for  its  cutlery  ware.   Tho* 
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di!t  pI^M»  was  not  fortified  round,  yet  the  inbabitantt  tod  the 
garrifon  baffled  all  the  attempts  of  their  enemies,  and  made 
an  incredible  defence. 
CoMfiMua'       This  unfuccefiful  expedition  of  Vifcon$i  againft  the  iRb* 
HonrftbiTMints  occafioned  commotions  all  ovtr  Lcmbanfy  wadTiif- 
war»         cwty.     Saca  made  an  irruption  upon  the  touirns  of  the  Uppdr 
Arn$^  and  'attempted  to  take  Varko*     He  was  oppofed  by  the 
people  of  thofe  pans,  and  by  three  hundred  Fknntini  horfe^ 
with  fome  Arez%iam^  under  the  command  of  Ricafolaniy  who 
immediately  prepared  to  fight  Saco.     The  latter  ftood  apoa 
'      the  defenfive ;  and  Ricafolaniy  knowing  his  troops  were  but 
ra«r,  forbore  to  attack  him,  fo  that  Saco  in  the  night  drew  oflF 
his  army.     R'crtfilani^  after  this,  though  the  Afizzians  had 
left  him,  took  Agnani    Vifconiiy  all  this  while,  was  not  idle  : 
he  fent  an  ambalfador  to  perfuade  the  Pi/ans  to  break  oflF  their 
league  with. the  FiorgntituSy  in  which  cafe  he  promifed  to 
affift  them  with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops  under  Barnah$,     The 
Gambacurti  were  then  the  moft  powerful  family  in    Pifa^ 
friends  to  the  Florentines^  and  no  ftrangers  to  Vifiomh  ambi- 
tion.    By  their  advice  and  influence,  his  ambafladors  were 
difmifled,  without  any  other  reply,  than    that  the  Pifams 
would  feo(t  their  anfwer  by  deputfes  of  their  own.     Vifconti^ 
Vifconti    finding  he  was  trifled  with,  fent  other  ambai&dors  to  Pifa 
haffeiat   with  more  fplendid  retinues,  and  with  inftrudions  to  addrefi 
Piia.         the  people  in  a  general  ai&mbly.    Their  difcourfe  was  ^krtful, 
and  adapted  to  the  innate  hatred  the  lower  ranks  of  Pifa  had 
againft  the  Florentines:    But  Francefmo  Gamhaewriiy  the  head 
of  that  family,  in  a  very  fine  fpeech,  (hewed  that  the  ruin  of 
Florence  would  be  but  a  prelude  to  that  of  Pifa.    When  he 
finibed,  the  queftion  was  put,  and  it  was  unanimouAy  car* 
ried,  that  the  peace  with  Florence  (hould  be  inviolably  pre- 
ferred on  the  part  of  Pifa, 
The  Flo-        T^i^  'Florentines,  perceiving  the  praAices  of  Vifconti^  in- 
rentioss     creafed  their  domeftic  forces;  and  took  into  their  pay  two 
augment     thoufand  five  hundred  German  borff,  who  were  joined  by 
tbeiramtjf,  two  hundred  Siennefe^  and  fix  hundred  Perugian  cavalry  was 
hourly  exposed.     The  garrifon  of  Scarperia  dill  continued  to 
bold  bravely  out,  and  the  Floretttines  had  relblved  to  employ 
all  their  power  to  raife  the  fiege,  when  Saco  defeated  the  Pe^ 
rugiansy  as  they  were  marching  to  join  their  allies.     The 
Arezziansy  therefore,  were  obliged  to  detach  themfelves  from 
the  main  army,  and  to  return  home,  that  they  might  baffle 
any  attempts  that  might   be  made    againft    them.      This 
defeat  obliged   the  Florentines  to  alter  their  meafures,  and 
damped  the  Scarperiansy  who  were  now  reduced  to  the  greateft 
diftrcfs.    ncedominiy  a  Florentine  nobleman  of  great  fpirit,  to 
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tti  a  ijenerous  example  to  his  countrymen,  broke  through  die 
hdiegen  camp  in  the  night-time,  and  entered  Scarperia  with 
thirty  horfe.    Thb  was  but  a  feeble  reinforcement ;  and  Me-- 
iiidf  a  Florefttine  of  great  courage,  taking  advantage  of  a 
Aormy  night,  entered  the  enemy's  camp,  where  it  was  weak- 
eft,  with  one  hundred  horfe,  and,  with  the  lofs  of  twenty,  he 
carried  the  reft  fafe  into  the  town.    Thofe  reinforcements, 
tiiough  but  inconfiderable,  fi;ave'fttch  fpirit  to  the  befiegcd,  ^•'''^ 
that  they  baffled  the  moft  vigorous  attempts  of  their  enemies  *^^^^?f 
with  unparalleled  courage  and  perfevcrance ;  fo  that  the  be-  S<*T>«^* 
fiegen  were  at  laft  obligM  to  repais  the  Appenmnes^  and  return 
to  the  Bdmmfe. 

TwE  Phritttittis  made  noble  acknowledgments  for  iltit  their  gem^ 
fervices  performed  them  on  thb  occafion*  They  doubled  the  ^^fy* 
pay  of  every  common  Ibldier  of  the  garrifon  }  they  freed  the 
townfmen  from  the  payment  of  all  taxes  for  ten  years;  they 
prefented  John  and  his  brother  Sihtfter  Midiciy  who  were 
honoured  with  knighthood,  with  five  hundred  crowns  of  gold 
each,  to  be  expended  on  their  arms  and  equipages,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  for  their  table:  but  fome  noblemen,  who 
had  likewife  iignalized  themfelves,  particularly  the  Donatio 
^e  Ruffi^  and  the  VUedomm^  were  mUreprefented  to  the 
people. 

About  this  time  the  fiimily  of  the  Brandali^  then  the  moft 
powerful  mjrizzoy  entered  into  a  correfpondence  with  Vifcm^ 
tij  and  fome  odier  of  theif  difcontented  countrymen,  fofleizing 
chat  city.  One  of  the  confpirators  happened  to  be  appointed 
to  the  cuftody  of  a  tower,  that  commanded  a  gate  leading 
into  the  country,  which  gave  their  fellow  confpirators  an 
afltirance  of  fucceis  that  they  could  not  diflemUe.  As  the 
magiftrates  were  examining  thofe  they  fufpeded,  Fi/conii*$  Axtzzp 
troops  appeared  before  the  gate,  and  the  confpirators  ftood  xx^tnfer^ei. 
their  arms  within  the  city.  The  ArevxiOns^  however,  at- 
tacked their  foreign  enemies,  who  were  in  number  fix  hun- 
dred foot  and  three  hundred  horfe,  fo  refolutely,  that  they 
obliged  them  to  retreat,  and  give  over  their  attempt.  The  "^ 
tower  and  the  houfes  of  the  confpirators  continued,  neverthe- 
left,  to  make  a  refolute  defence ;  and,  after  three  days  aflault, 
it  Was  agreed,  that  the  confpirators  fliould  depart  fafe  out  of 
Arezao.  Sacoy  however,  about  the  fanne  time,  fucceeded  in 
fiirprifing  Burgo^  a  town  of  fome  confequence  belonging  to 
the  P imparts ;  and  the  town  of  Anglari^  belonging  to  ibem, 
furrendered  to  him  likewife. 

It  no^  drew  towards  winter,  and  it  was  agreed  amongft  Tht  TuH. 
the  confederate  ftatcs  of  Tufcany^  who  were  the  Florentines^  can  rwjj/Qr- 
ihe  Arez^ans^   the  Perugiansy  and  the  Sienneffj  that  they  ^''^CF ''^ 
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0uni]d  make  the  moft  viforous  preparations  for  continoing  the 
war  next  year.    The  Fiorentme  niagiflrate$,  on  this  occadoa, 
are  fcverely  reprehended  by  their  hiftorian  •=,  for  difmiiCnf  their 
native  troops,  and  taking  a  body  of  foreigners  into  their  pay. 
The  confederates  fent  deputies  to  Avignon^  where  the  pope 
then  refided,  to  invite  him  into  the  confederacy  againft /^//^* 
conti ;  but  they  returned  fraught  with  promifes»aQd  nothing  elie« 
During  thofe  tranfa^iions,    Scarperioj    which  had  been  fo 
bjravfely  defended,  was  furprifed  by  a  party  of  FifcontPs  troops, 
v;ho  had  been  encouraged  to  the  attempt  by  the  diflentions 
fubfifling  between  the  townfna^ q  and  the  garrifon ;  but  the 
latter,  forgetting  all  animofitles,  foon   recovered  the  place, 
•  and  drove,  the  enemy  out.     During  the  (ame  winter,  Saco^ 
having  ravaged  the  Peruglan  territories,  obliged,  or  engaged, 
the  people  oi'Cortona  to  declare  for  Fifconti. 
Ntgotta-         -It  was  now  knowxvat  Florence  that  the  pope  and  the  Freruh 
tions  lutth  coui:t  bad  been  prevailed  upon,  by  Fifcontiy  not  to  intermeddle 
the  emfe-    in  the  affairs  of  Ti^cany  ;  (o  that  the  confederates  were  obliged 
f^r^.  to  throw  their  ,cycs  for  afMance  towards  a  power,  whom  they 

had  ioane  time  before  confidered  as  their  capital  enemy :  this 
•  was  the  emperor  Charles  IV,     He  had  no  reafon  to  be  well 

Tatisfied  with  the  Vifionti  family;  and  upon  the  confederates 
fecretly  applying  to  him,  he  agreed  to  fend  a  private  agent  to 
Florence^  to  concert  meafures  for  their  relief.     About  thfs 
tim^  the  Florentines  befieged,   but  in  vain,   the  fort  of  Virtina, 
■a  caftle  held  by  fome  exiles,  chiefly  of  the  Rkafolani  fiamily  ^ 
and  Ri^jffoy.  the  Florentine  governor  of  the  valley  of  MugetH^ 
failed  in  an  attempt  to  relieve  the  caftle  of  Lozola^  bc/ieged 
by  the  Uhaldini  :  for  this  he  was  difmiflcd  from  his  command, 
which  was,  given  to  another,  who  relieved  the  place,  and  beat 
the  enemy. 
^dibe^         The  Florentirte  deputies  now  renewed  their  folicitations  at 
pope^  nvbo  Avignon^  as  their  laft  effort  with  the  pope,  who,  far  frona 
o«/Tu////i^^  complying,. prevailed  upon  them  to  agree  to  his  mediatiitg  a 
confede-      peace  between  Fifconti  and  the  emperor;    and  the  former 
rates,         being  excommunicated,  his  holinefs  took  off  from  him  all 
the  ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  and  even  remitted  to  him  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Bologna  for  twelve  months;  and  all  this  in  confidc- 
ration  of  a  valt  fum  of  money  paid  him  by  Vifconti.     This 
done,  all  further  tall;  of  a  peace  vaniflied  ;  by  which  the 
Florentines  plainly  fav«»  that  they  had  been  deceived  and  over- 
reached by  his  holinefs.     As  they  themfelves  had  been  partly 
acceflary  to  their  own   difappointment,    they   were  almoft 
alhamed  xo  complain  ;  but  they  rejected  a  triice  for  a  year, 

*  Aretin.  pag.  155. 

pro- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


TheHifiory  $f  Florence*  iz^ 

propofed  by  the  pope,  between  th^m  and  Vifiomi,  The  con* 
federates  then  renewed  therr  applications  to  Charles ;  and, 
after  various  negociations,  it  was  agreed,  that  he  ihould  march 
to  their  affiftance  with  an  army  againft  Vifconii^  upon  their 
paying  him  a  fttbfidy,  and  acknowledging  htm  to  be  the  head 
of  the  Roman  empire.  The  exiles  in  the  caftle  of  Vertina^ 
vAxo  had  before  baiHed  the  attempts  of  the  Florentines^  were 
now  obliged  to  furrender  upon  a  capitulation,  and  the  place  y 
was  levelled  to  the  ground.  'During  the  fumm'er  of  this  year 
the,' Florentines  profecuted  the  war  againft  Sacoy  whofe  eftates 
tfaey  ravaged,  and  then  defeated  him  in  a  pitched  battle. 

To  counterballance  thofe  advantages,  the  allies  of  Vifionti 
took  fome  places  in  the  Perugian  territories ;  but  the  Peru* 
gians  receiving  a  feafonable  reinforcement  of  eight  hundred 
horfe  from  Florence^  compleatly^ilefeated  their  enemies,  and 
retook  the  places.  The  Arezzians  were  not  fo  fuccefsful  3 
they  diftrufted  all  "affiftance  offered  them  by  the  Florentines^ 
and.  their  territories  were  plun'dered  by  their  enemies,  efpe* 
cially  by  Sato.  A  great  number  of  other  flying  anions  hap-  , 
pened  the  fame  year,  of  little  importance,  and  endlefs  to* 
I'ecount. 

During "^thofe  tranfa(aions,  the  reputation  of  the  Floren^ 
tine  government  gained  ground.     Fifconti  faw  he  had  been 
tnifmformed ;  and  that  the  riches  brought  them  by  foreign 
commerce  were  inexhauftible,  and  would  always  enable  them 
to  maintain  powerful  armies  in  the  field.     Add  to  all  this,  he 
was  now  infirm  in  his  health,  and  had  loft  all  hopes  of  gain- 
ing the  Pifans  :  he  therefore  applied  to  Francefino  Gamhacutti^      >^ 
his  former  oppofer  at  Pija^  to  mediate  a  peace  between  him 
and  the  confederates.     That  noblemaji  readily  undertook  the 
oflice,  and  the  Florentines,  as  readily  embraced  the  propofal. 
Deputies  from  all  parts  met  at  Serexana\  and,  after  great  al-  Terms  of 
tercations,  it  was  agreed,  that  a  peace  (hould  be  concluded /^-^f^^^* 
between  the  Florehtmes  and  their  confederates,  on  the  one  partj  ^^^^^  t^e 
and  the  biihop  of  Milan^  his  adherents,  and  dependents,    on  ^lo''en- 
the  other;  that  the  bidiop (hould  withdraw  all  his  troops  and  ^1^^  ^^ 
garrifons  from  Tufcany^  and  never  after  make  war  upon  any  of  ^**^^'*^ 
the  Tufcan  ftates ;  that  he  (hould  reftore  all  he  had  taken  from 
the  PtJloianSy  and  leave  Burgo  to  its  ancient  freedom.     If  the 
Florentines  (hould  attack  the  Pifans  or  the  Lucqmfe^  the  pre- 
late might  lend  them  affiftance ;  and  the  Florentines  had  the . 
fame  liberty,  if  either  of  thofe  ttates  (hould  be  attacked  by 
the  prelate.     Ail   the  Florentine  and  Perugian  exiles,  bn  ac- 
count of  the  late  war,  were  to  be  reftored  ;  but  no  other,  un- 
lefs  exprefly  named  in  the  treaty.     Saco  and  hia  family-  were 
KQ  be  reftored  to  all  their  pciilcilions  in  the  Arczxaan  territory ; 
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but  nolle  of  them  were  to  come  nearer  than  the  difiance  of 
four  miles  to  that  city'.     Such  were  the  general  terms  of' 
ffais  treaty,  which  contained  a  great  many  other  articles  and 
precautions,  with  re«rd  to  the  exiles.    According  to  id&- 
mtil  *,  the  terms  of   this  peace  were  inviolably  kept  on 
both  fides,  till  the  time  of  VifcM?^  death,  which  happened  a 
few  years  after. 
falfe  muf"      So  honourable  a  peace  gave  the  Florentines  now  fome  re* 
terspadjb*  fpite  to  look  ioto  their  domeftic  concerns.    Their  firft  inquiry 
^*  was  into  the  ftate  of  their  army,  where  they  found  the  moft 

'   feandalous  abufes  had  been  committed  by  their  commiilaries^ 
and  others,  who  had  made  falfe  mufters.    Some  of  the  delin- 
quents were  brought  to  condign  punifhment;  and  the/'/ir#if- 
tines  honourably  difcharged  all  mercenaries  froiti  their  fervice, 
and  intirely  betodc  themfelves  to  the  arts  of  peace,  which 
they  were  allowed  to  cultivate  only  for  a  few  moq/ths. 
Ortpneiof    The  difcharge  of  the  foreign  mercenaries,  though  a  mea- 
the  Flo-    fyre  wife  and  equitable  in  itfelf,  brought  great  troubles  upoa 
lentine      ^\  y^^  Tufcan  ftates.     Moft  of  the  mercenaries  finding  now 
^ornMtb  ^^  employment  in  Italy^  and  confiding  of  outlaws  from  G#r- 
man  X\  ^^V*  France^  and  other  nations,  united  themfelves  under  the 
^^       '  command  of*  one  Moriali^  a  Frenchman^  or  a  Lomhari^  (for 
the  ^ufcan  biftorians  ufe  the  fame  name  for  both)  and  refolved 
to  lay  all  Itdj  under  conuibution.    They  were  foon  joined 
by  m^ny  Italians^  and  their  numbers  amounted  to  above  eight 
tboufand  horfe  and  four  thoufand  foot,  all  of  them  regular 
veteran  troops,  befides  an  immenfe  number  of  iervants  and 
attendants  upon  their  camp.    They  fet  out  upon  the  principle 
of  rapine ;  but  each  fiate  was  at  liberty  to  redeem  itfelf  front 
their  ravages,  upon  paying  the  contributions  at  which  they 
were  taxed.     After  ravaging  fome  parts  of  Italj^  they  pafled 
the  JppennineSy  and  invaded  the  territory  of  Perugia^  which 
was  obliged  to  pay  them  the  contributions  they  demanded. 
The  Florentines  in  vain  endeavoured  to  form  a  confederacy 
againft  them ;  for  the  banditti,  as  they  were  called,  came 
within  eight  miles  of  Florence  \  and  the  Florentines^  as  well  as 
the  Sienne/oy  were  obliged  to  fatisfy  their  lawlefs  demands. 
They  met  with  the  fame  fuccefs  at  j/rezzoy  and  at  Citta  £ 
"CafteUo^  where  they  divided  their  plunder;  and  about  the 
beginning  of  0^«A^  they  went  into  winter-quarters,  where- 
cver  they  could  make  them  jrood. 
CtiniuQ  of    About  this  time  the  Genoeje^  who  had  for  fome  time 
/^m^rrvr  maintained  an  unequal  war  with  the  f^enetians^  and  other 
Charles. 

*  AaiT.  p.  i6f.  •  Mametti  ubifupn^,  pag.  1065.' 
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enemies,  fbbmitted  themfelves  to  the  prote&ion  of  Fifimtii 
juid  |>ut  him  in  pofleffionof  their  city.  Upon  this  the  /^im-- 
tumsy  the  Paduans,  the  Veronefiy  and  the  Firrartfi^  with  all 
Vifc9nii%  ancient  enemies,  applied  to  the  emperor  Charles^ 
who  at  their  requeft  entered  Italy ;  but  ftopt  at  Padua^  till  he  . 
Ihould  fee  what  turn  affairs  Ihould  take.  In  this  critical  con- 
junfiure  Vifionti  died,  and  was  fucceeded  jn  hb  dominions  by 
bis  brothei^s  children.  Their  unanimity  was  io  great,,  that 
Charles.^  defpairing  of  any  revolution  in  his  favour,  brought 
about  a  kruce  between  the  Mllamfe  and  their  enemies  ;  and, 
after  remaining  fome  days  at  Milany  he  marched  to  Pifay  and 
was  admitted  into  that  city.  While  he  remained  there,  the 
J^larentineSj  the  Siermifi^  and  ArezzianSy  km  him  a  joint  de- 
putation ;  but  it  foon  appeared  that  the  Siennefi  had  feparate 
views,  and  Uitended  to  put  themfelves  under  the  emperor's 
protedion#  The  people  of  VoUirra  and  MiniatOy  without 
the  knowledge  of  their  allies  the  FbrmtiniSy  furrendered 
themfelves  and  their  territories  to  Charles  i  and  at  laft  it  waf 
found,  that  the  Florentints  and  the  jtnzzians  were  the  only 
ilates  who  remained  -  firm  in  the  principles  of  their  confede^ 
racy.  On  the  other  hand,  Saco  and  Fagiolam  complained  to 
the  emperor  of  the  hanUhip  of  the  terms  impofed  upon  them 
by  the  treaty  of  Serazana ;  but  CbarliSy  whofe  great  aim  was 
to  get  money,  gave  no  fatisfadion  to  either  party,  though  he 
feemed  rather  to  incline  to  the  caufe  of  the  Arezzians.  The 
Florentines  zffMtd  to  him  with  better  fuccefs ;  and,  by  the 
affiftance  of  a  round  fum  of  money,  obtained  all  they  re- 
quefted.  From  Pifay  Charles  marched  to  Veberray  and  from 
thence  to  MiniatOy  and  was  received  in  both  places.  From 
thence  he  went  to  Sienna^  where  he  was  likewife  received, 
but  not  without  oppofitioo.  The  Florentines  at  thb  time 
were,  of  all  the  Itahan  ftates,  his  favourites,  for  having,  by 
a  prudent  compliance,  fumiihed  him  with  money,  which  car- 
ried him  io  Romey  where,  with  his  emprefs,  he  was  folemnly 
crowned. 

About  the  beginning  of  the-  year  1355,  Charles  fet  o\xt  Death  0/ 
from  R^me  for  Germany,  and,  paffing  through  Tufcanyy  he  in-  Saco. 
dulged  the  Florentines  and  their  allies  in  all  their  demands  ; 
for  which  he  is  blamed  by  the  German  hiftorians,  as  having 
bartered  all  the  imperial  demefnes  in  Italy  for  money.  This 
year  the  FUrentines  fortified  CaJftanOy  which  bad  proved  a  re-* 
treat  for  the  banditti,  who,  during  the  emperor's  abode  in 
Itafyy  feemed  to  have  been  pretty  quiet.  About  this  time 
Sacoy  formerly  lord  oi  Arezzoy  died,  aged  above  eighty  years, 
which  be^  almoft  without  interruption,  fpent  in  the  field* 
The  day  of  his  death  was  celebrated  b^  the  Florentines  as  that 

c  of 


Digitized 


by  Google 


%i\  Tie  Hiftory  of  Florence,      t 

pf  dieir  deliverance.    The  ternbrs  of  the.  banditti  Were  again 
renewed^  and  the  Fforerttmes  fortified  fome  other  places  againft 
them.    But  other  dangers  threatened  the  fiate*    The  em^ 
peror,  in  aJl  his  proceedings^  had  declared  himfelf  a  Gtulph\ 
and  that  faSion  at  Flonme  had  power  enough  to  carry  an  a<^ 
agatnft  any  (jiA^/rn,  or  the  defendant  of  one,  hddingany  place 
of  trvft  or  profit  in  the  ftate.   This  renewed  all  the  public  dif* 
tradiona  there,  and  freih  ads  pafied  to  ftrengthen  the  power 
of  the  plebeians. 
The  Flo-       About  this  time  the  Florentims^  whofe  trade  was  now 
rentioe   '  arrived  at  a  prodigious  height,  finding  that  the  Pifaus  wanted 
fapk  n-   to  extort  unreaibnably  for  the  liberty  of  landing  goods  ia 
moved  to    their  ports,  ordered  their  merchants  to  land  them  at  Telamont^ 
T^la-        HQW  a  fnjali  fortified  town  in  theS/tf/^  de  gli  Pre/idii.    The 
"*^°^'       PifmSf  perceiving  that  they  were  deprived  of  that  valuable  in- 
tercourfe,  gave  frc()uent  interruptions  to  the  FUrentim  traders, 
who  were  obliged  to  carry  their  commodities  by  a  bng  land- 
carriage  to  Florence,    But  the  Flortntines^  with  a  fpirit  be- 
coming a  free  people,  refolved  not  to  be  braved  by  the  Pifansy 
even  at  fea ;  and  hired  of  the  Provencals  fifteen  fhips  of  war, 
with  which  they  not  only  proteded  their  own  trade,  but  car- 
ried  terror  to  Pifa  itfelf. 
progrefs  of    The  terror  of  the  German  banditti  ftill  hung  over  the 
the  bemdit'  heads  of  the  Florentines*     They  now  again  appeared  in  the 
//>  kingdom  of  Naples :  from  thence  they  proceeded  to  Lomhanfy^ 

^  and^  after  ravaging  the  iW/i^7»^,  they  marched  to  the  Bolog^ 
nefe^  from  whence  they  endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  the 
Florentine  territories ;  -but  the  Florentines  had  taken  care  to 
fortify  the  pafles  of  the  Jpfennines  (o  well,  th^t  they  found  it 
imprafiicable  to  proceed.  Upon  this  they  prooufed  to  retire 
towards  their  own  country,  without  fcarcely  touching  on  the 
Florentine  grounds,  by  the  Cafantin.  The  Florentines  either 
could  not,  or  w6uld  not,  oppofe  this  propofal  $  but,  after 
they  had  entered  upon  the  mountains,  the  country  people,  who 
had  fufFered  fo  greatly  by  their  depredations,  fell  upon  the 
fecond  divifion  of  them  fo  furioufly,  with  ftones  from  the  tops 
fart  of  of  the  rocks,  which  every  way  furroundcd  them,  that  moft 
*wJ!;om  are  of  them  were  killed,  without  being  able  to  make  the  finalleft 
deftroyed*  refinance ;  and  all  their  booty  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  con* 
querors,  many  of  whom  were  women,  who  (harcd  equally 
with  the  men  in  their  fpoiis.  As  to  the  ftrft  divifion  of  the 
robbers,  they  reached  Decumaniy  a  fmall  village  belonging  to 
the  Florentines^  carrying  along  with  them  the  Florentine  depu- 
ties, who  had  agreed  to  their  march,  anJ  whom  they 
threatened  with  de(lru6iion,  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  the  total 
diicomfiture  of  their  companions.     Nothing  coulJ  have  faved 
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them,  had  not  the  robbers  been  here  furrounded  in  the  fame 
toianner  as  their  companions  had  been  by  the  country  people, 
equally  intent  upon  revenge  and  plunder.  The  deputies  in^ 
terpofed,  and  by  fiving  the  robbers  from  their  rage,  they 
faved  themfelves,  thou  ah  with  great  difficulty,  and  without 
being  thanked  by  either  party.  The  country  people  were 
exafperated  at  being  difappoinied  of  their  prey,  and  the  ban- 
ditti upbraided  the  Florentines  with  breach  of  faith. 

Aboi;t*  this  time  the  Plorentir.es  efte£led  an  accommcda-  Their firti 
tion  between  the  Perugians  and  the  Siennefe^  and  obliged  both  increajiM 
parties  to  ftand  to  their  award.  The  overthrow  of  one  part 
of  the  banditti  ferved  but  to  infpire  the  other  with  thoughts  . 
of  vengeance ;  and  their  rage  was  increafcd  by  Conrade  Lyndo^ 
their  general,  a  German  foldier  of  fortune.  He  had  beea 
taken  prifoner,  and  ftript  of  his  all,  when  their  fecond  divifiou 
was  defiroytd  \  but,  finding  means  to  efcape,  he  now  re- 
joined his  followers.  The  late  peace  between  the  Siennefe  and 
the  Perugiansy  added  three  thoufand  German  horfe,  who  were 
then  difmifled,  to  the  banditti.  By  this  jundtion  they  were 
fo  formidable,  that  they  refolved  no  longer  to  hazard  them- 
felves in  mountainous  marches,  but  to  force  their  way  through 
the  champaign  country  into  Tufcany^  which  they  propofed  to 
invade  by  the  way  of  Perugia^  to  fave  them  the  danger  of 
paffing  the  Appennines.  The  vaft  circuit  which  this  obliged 
them  to  take  was  of  little  inconvenience  to  men  who  lived  by 
plunder,  and  who  were  marching  through  the  fincft  countries 
m  Europe,  They  met  with  no  interruption  on  their  march, 
and  before  they  arrived  at  Perugia.,  the  inhabitants  fent  depu- 
ties, who  paid  them  a  fum  of  money  for  the  indemnification 
of  their  city  ;  and  their  example  was  followed  by  the  Siennefe 
and  the  Pifans.  Thus  the  faircft  and  moft  populous  province* 
in  Italy  were  laid  under  contribution  by  a  fet  of  lawlefs  ruffians, 
wbofe  progre^  increafed  their  numbers,  as  their  barbarity  did 
the  horror  in  which  they  were  held.  Wherever  they  met  with 
the  leaft  refiftance,  ruin  to  the  inhabitants  was  the  certain  con- 
fequence:  they  demoliflied  towns,  defolated  countries,  flaugh- 
tcred  people,  and  nothing  but  money  could  buy  off  their  ravages. 

It  was  upon  this  occafion  that  the  wifdom  und  magnani-  Magnani-^ 
.  mity  of  the  Florentines  fhone  out  with  a  luftre  equal  to  that  of  mity  of 
the  greateft  ftates  of  antiquity.     Inftead  of  being  intimidated  //» Florea- 
by  the  example  of  their  neighbours,  or  ,the  numbers  of  the  tines, 
banditti,  they  confideted  them  as  monfters,  whofe  progrefs 
and  crimes,  far  from   being  any  inducements  to  fubmit  to 
'fliem,  were  the  ftrongeft  motives  for  deftroying  them.    After 
the  banditti  had  carried  all  before  them,  they  coUedied  toge- 
ther all  their  force,  and  declared  that  Florence  was  the  only 
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objc(ft  they  iidd  in  their  eye  when  they  undertook  ttieir  long 
march,  and  that  (he  was  to  expeft  no  favoOr.  The  moft  re- 
fpeftablc  citizens  of  the  Florentine  allies  came  to  Florence^  to 
perfuade  the  people  and  magiftrates  that  they  had  no  way  to 
avoid  certain  deftru£tion>  but  to  fend  deputies  to  treat  with  the 
rufHans ;  and  that  they  might  buy  their  peace  cheaper  thari 
their  quarters  for  a  fmgle  day  in  their  territories  would  coft 
their  ftatc.  Thofe  and  many  other  fpecious  arguments  were 
difdairied  by  the  Florentines^  who  continued  their  warlike  pre- 
parations, and  cbofe  Fandolfo  Mahtejla  for  their  general.  Ixi- 
^  ftead  of  waiting  within  their  walls,  Malatejla  led  his  tiroopi 

to  the  field  againft  the  banditti,  and  arrived  at  the  Fefa  juft 
at  the  time  when  they  had  begun  to  march  from  Sienna 
towards  Florence  with  their  full  force.  But  when,  contrary 
to  their  expeftation^,  they  undcrftood  that  the  Florentines  haa 
even  impofed  (ilence  upon  all  advocates  for  an  accommoda« 
tion  with  them,  and  were  waiting  for  them  in  order  of  battttj 
they  werfe  ftarilcd  j  ind,  iafter  loitering  for  fome  time  in  the 
Siennefe^  they  turned  off  towards  the  Volterran^  from  thence 
to  proceed  to  Fifcu  The  Florentine  army  followed  them  % 
and  paffing  the  Alfa  at  S/.  Miniato^  they  again  offered  battle 
to  th^banditti,  who  declined  ir,  and  marched  ofF  towards  thi 
Lucquefe.  They  were  purfued  by  the  Florentines ;  and  now  it 
appeared,  that  no  (rue  courage  can  animate  a  lawlefs  fet  of 
men  \  for  the  banditti  (lill  continued  retreating. 
Admired  The  attention  of  all  Italy  had  for  fome  time  b^en  em- 
i^A'/ltdy.  ployed  uport  the  firm  condu£t  of  the  Florentines^  and  it  iiol^ 
became  their  admiration.  The  moft  diftant  ftates  icterefted 
themfelves  in  the  fate  and  fupport  of  fb  much  mdgnaniihity, 
and  wanted  to  {bare  in  the  glory.  The  kingt^f  Sicily^  Bar* 
fiaho  duke  of  Milan^  the  Padimns,  and  the  Ferrarefe^  fent 
troops  to  ferve  in -the  Florentine  army.  Thofc  of  Barnabo 
were  headed  by  his  fon  Ambrofmi,  The  Arezziahs  fcnt  them 
two  hundred  horfc,  and  as  many  foot,  all  of  them  picked 
troop*  ;  and  fifty  of  the  greatcft  Neapolitan  nobilitv  Terved  as 
volunteeps  in  the  campaign.  The  Germans^  at  laft,  drew  up 
upon  a  high  ground,  where  they  thought  it  was  impradlicable 
for  the  Florentines  to  aflault  them  ;  but  while  difpofitions  for 
attacking  them  next  day  were  inaking,  the  banditti  fet  fire  to 
^he  ban-  their  Camp  in  their  night,  and  drew  oft  with  vaft  precipitation 
ditti  re*  towards  LuccOy  from  whence  they  fled  into  the  Genoefe  terri- 
pul/ed.  torics  in  their  march  towards  the  dutchy  of  il/<7y^m/. 
Refusion.  Thus  ended,  to  the  immortal  honour  of  Florence^  a  dan-» 
gcr  that  threatened  great  calamity  to  her  ftate.  It  is  probable^ 
that  had  the  banditti  prevailed  againft  Florence^  a  new  king- 
doiia,  fuch  as  that  of  the  Lomtufras^  would  have  been  ere<ned 
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|n  Udj  \  and  nothing  but  their  want  of  a  proper  head,  ^y^^  " 
fome  other  colour  to  their  caufe  th^n  that  of  mere  robbery, 
could  have  prevented  their  fucceis.  AH  Europe  was  tlj^en  full 
of  foldiers  of  fortune)  who,  in  time  of  peace,  had  no  meant 
pf  fubfiftlng  but  by  rapine  and  plunder,  as  we  ihall  foon  have 
an  opportunity  of  fiiewing  more  at  large. 

.    The  Florentine  general  ar\d  his  army,  upon  their  f^i^^r^Thioju 
froqfi  the  can^paign,  made ,  a  triumphal  entry  into  Florence^  ^////  ^^ 
where  handfome  prefents  were  beftowed  upon  all  the  auxiliary  -va^e  ?a^ 
troops  J  and  never  did  the  Florentine  name  appear  with  greater  via. 
juftre,  nor  their*  ftate  with  more  authority,  than  they  did  on 
that  occafion.     Perhaps  their  general  was  a  little  too  delicate^ 
in  point  of  form,  when  he  reSlired  topurfue  the  banditti  into 
the  Lucquefe^  for  fear  of  vioUiir)g  the  peace  with  the  Pifam^ 
who  then  held  Li^cca.     Soon  aftfrr  the  army's  return  to  Flo^ 
r^nciy  intelligence  came  chat  the  banditti  had  made  their  ap- 
pearance near  Pavia^  then  belonging  to  Barnabo.     Upon  this 
the  Florentines  immediately  ordered  ^  detachment  of  one  chou« 
iand  horfe  to  Barnabo^s  aiSftance. 

But  the  banditti-war  was  not  the  only  war  this  year  car-  Bibienna 
ried  on  by  the  Florentines.    The  Ubertint  and  Tarlali  conti-  tai^en  fy 
ptied  ftill  to  be  leading  families  in^he  ^r^zz/^/;  ftate;  and  the  theFlorca*' 
chief  of  the  Vbertini  had  ferved  the  Florentines  againft  the  tines. 
banditti,  and  had  loft  his  (on  in  the  campaign.    I'his  ingra- 
^ia(fd  his  family  fo  much  with  the  Florentines^  that  they  gave 
the  youth  a  moil  magnificent  public  burial,  and  bedowed  the 
honour  of  knighthood  on  his  iurviying  brother.    Great  ani- 
mofities  fubfifting  between  the  two  families,  thcr/Z'rfr//w  per- 
fiiaded  the  Florentines  to  declare  war  againft  Bibienna^  then  a 
Ib-ong  place  in  the  Cafontine^  held  by  the  Tarlatij  but  now  an 
^pen  market- town*  The  fiegc  continued  for  two  months;  but 

She  place  was  at  laft  taken,  and  delivered  up  to  the  Florentines. 
ts  redudlion  was  followed  by  the  furrender  of  the  neighbour- 
ing forts  held  by  the  Tarlati^  (of  whom  Saco^  whofe  memory 
was  lb  obnoxious  to  the  Florentines^  had  been  the  head)  which 
were  given  to  the  JrezzianSy  and  his  two  fons  carried  prifoners 
to  Fhr^nce. 

Next  year,  difierences  broke  out  between  Barnaho  and  ^^^ '« tbt 
Olegianoy  VifconiPs  nephews  |^nd  fucceflbrs  ;  and  Olegiano  (ound  Bolog- 
bimfelf  obliged  to  make  a  furrender  of  Bologna  to  the  pope's  ^^*^v 
legate.      Upon  this  Bamabo   marched   an    army   into  the 
Bolognefe^  to  difpute  his  taking  pofleflion  of  it.     A  defperate 
^war  enfued  \   in  Which,  notwithftanding  the  recent  connec- 
tions between  tb<;  Florentines  and  ^arnabo^  the  former  could 
not  help  viriibing  fuccefs  to  the  legato^  as  beipg  the  Jie(<$  for- 
midable neigl^bour.    Thi§  war,  however^  4id.lH>i  4ls^^  .^beir 
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attention  from  their  domeflic  concerns.  One  Nicola  Juidiolh 
who  had  been  long  firft  minifter  to  the  J^ing  and  kingdom  of 
Naples^  and  a  man  of  great  power  and  abilities^  had  for  fome 
time  refided  in  Florence,  on  the  part  of  the  legate ;  and  bad 
acquired  fo  much  authority  there,  that  the  people  imagined 
he  afpired  to  a  feat  in  their  magiftracy.  Upon  this  fufpicion 
Litvoidffed^^^y  P^ff^^J  *  l2W>  ^^^^  ^^  "^^n  could  be  a  magiftrate  of  FU^ 
in  Flo*  fence^  who  was  the  governor  of,  or  held  a  poft  in  any  other 
rence.  town.  Next  year  Voberra  was  reduced  to  the  obedience  of 
ihc  Florentimsy  through  the  diffeniions  of  its  own  citizens. 
By  this  time,  thro'  the  removal  of  the  Florentine &d:p\c  to  Tela- 
money  the  Pi/an  flate  was  rendered  almoft  a  defart,  and  their 
ports  abandoned.  They  had,  from  time  id  time,  interrupted 
the  Florentine  navigation  into  Telamone ;  and  fucb  heart-burn- 
ings arofe  between  the  two  ftates,  that  it  was  plain  an  open 
breach  muft  be  the  confcquence;  a  colourable  pretext  nour 
being  only  wanting,  which  foon  prefcntcd  itfelf.  The  caftle 
of  PetrabcnOy  belonging  to  the  Pifans,  had  been  feized  by 
fome  private  perfons,  and  was  now  befieged  by  their  former 
mafters.  Pietro  Gambacurtay  being  then  an  exile  from  Pifa^ 
Jived  at  Florence  \  frorn  whence  he  made  feveral  incurfions,  ac 
the  head  of  his  own  followers,  into  the  Pi/art  territory.  His 
being  protedlcd  by  the  Florentines^  gave  the  Pifans  a  pretcxc 
for  entering  upon  hoftilitics;  and  the  Florentines  under- 
took to  raife  the  fiegc  o(  Petrabonay  which>  however,  was 
taken  by  the  Pifans  in  their  fight. 
U^arwitb  The  Florentines  looked  upon  this  event  as  a  difgrace  to 
Pifa.*  their  arms,  and  in  a  few  days  after  fell  into  the  Pj/&«  territory 

with  a  great  army,  in  which  were  ejght  hundred  horfe  and  foul* 
thoufand  foot,  all  of  them  mercenaiies.  They  encamped 
nc2LT  Paccioley  and  reduced  moft  of  the  neighbouring  garrifons. 
Their  general  in  this  expedition  was  Bonifacio  Lupo  of  Parma^  • 
who,  being  a  regular  bred  foldier,  feldom  deigned  to  confulc 
with  the  /Florentine  prefidents,  who  always  attended  their  ge- 
nerals in  the  nature  of  field-deputies,  or  any  of  the  other 
Florentines.  This  haughtinefs  rendered  him  difagreeable  to 
,  the  flate,  and  Rodolfo  f^aranio  of  Camerino  took  hiscommand* 
The  new  general  inftantly  led  his  troops  to  the  walls  of  P//&, 
and  having  forced  his  enemy's  lines,  which  thcV  thought  im- 
pregnable, he  found  himfelf  in  an  open  plentiful  country. 
Having  wafted  or  burned  all  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pifa^ 
he  intercepted  letters  from  Pauioley  tlireflted  to  the  Pifan  go- 
vernment, informing  it  of  the  weaknefe  of  the  place,  on  ac- 
count of  the  flower  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  having 
marched  to  plunder  the  territory  of  Volterra^  and  begging  for 
a  reinforcement.    Varamo^  up(Jh  this,  marched  dircAly  to  Pac^ 
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4kU%  and  arrived  time  enough  to  make  fuch  a  diTpofition  of 
his  troops  as  to  cut  oflF  the  return  of  marauders  to  the  town, 
whicKwas  reduced  to  fuch  ftreights,  that  it  was  agreed,  by  a  Pacciolc 
capitulation,  the  place  (hould  be  given  up,  if  it  was  not  fuc-  ^^^»  fy 
coured  by  a  certain  day.     The  commandant  of  the  citadel  /^^Floren- 
refufed  to  agree  to  this  capitulation ;  but  a  large  breach  being  ^^^^^* 
made  in  the  walls,  the  Flortntines  entered  the  place  fword  in 
fcand,  in  hopes  of  having  the  plunder  of  it.     But  upon  the 
(ownfmen,  who  bad  made  the  capitulation,  throwing  them- 
./yvcs  upon  their  knees  before  Varonio  and  the  Florentine  pre* 
lidents,  and  laying  the  whole  blame  of  the  rcfiftance  upon  the 
commandant,  they  were  faved   from  plunder.      Thij  act  of 
companion  ruined  the  authority  of  Varanio  in  the  army,  efpe- 
cially  with  the  mercenaries ;  and  though  he  took  a  few  more 
places  in  the  neighbourhood,  yet  two  thoufand  horfe  deferted 
from  him ;  and  he  was  at  lad  obliged  to  refign  his  command 
to  Putro  FametiOi  who  was  efteemed  one  of  the  beft  officers 
in  Italy. 

The  war  between  the  Florentines  and  the  Pi  fans  all  this  q^e  Flo- 
*timc  went  on  briskly  by  fea.    The  former  had  hired  two  great  rcntines 
galleys  from  the  Genoeje^  commanded  by  Perino  Grimaldi^  and  enter  the 
jtwp  others  were  fent  them   from  the  kingdom  of  Naples^ port  of 
through  the  credit  of  Acciaicli,     Thofe  four  great  vefleis,  as  F^fa, 
they  were  in  thofe  days  thought,  proved  an  overmatch  for  all 
the  Pifan  marine.     They  made  defcents  all  along  the  ene- 
my's coafts,  where  they  took  fooie  places  of  ftrengtb  and  im- 
portance ;  and  at  laft  they  even  entered  the  harbour  of  Pi/a, 
by  breaking  through  the  great  iron  chain  which  fecured  it,        , 
and  which,  carrying  itofF  with  them,  they  hung  up  in  the  old 
temple  of  Mars  at  Florence^  as  a  trophy  of  their  maritime 
power,  where  it  is  faid  to  hang  to  this  day. 

Early  in  the  fpring,  after  Farnetio  received  his  command,  Exptotts, 
he  attempted  to  furprifc  Lucca^  but  mifcarried  5  and  five  hun-  and  death 
died  Florentines  were  defeated  by  their  enemies  in  the  neigh- £/" Fame- 
bourhood  of  BargOy  then  befieged  by   the  Pifans.     Thofp^^o* 
checks  ferved  only  to  excite  Farnetio  to  do  fomething  that 
might  more  than  counierballance  them.      He  entered   the 
Pifan  territory,  and  came  to  a  general  engagement  with  their 
whole  force  ;  in  which  he  gave  his  enemies  a  total  defeat,  by 
taking  prifoner  their  general,  with  a  great  number  of  their 
foldiers,  and  almoft  all  their  military  enfigns,  which  he  car- 
ried back   in  great  triumph  to  Florence,     His  modefty  was 
«qual  to  his  glory.     The  Florentines^  who,   in  all  aflfarrs  o^ 
government  and  war,  aflFefted  to  imitate  the  Roman  repub- 
licans, in  a  full  affcmWy  offered  him  a  crown  of  laurel ;  but 

K  3  .  be 


Digitized 


by  Google 


134  5*^  Hijlcry  of  Florence. 

he  refufed  it,  as  being  too  great  an  honour,  titf  he  cOttlJ  p^- 

form  fome  fervicc  of  greater  confcquence  to  the  ftatc. 

Soon  after  this,  FarnHto  again  invaded  the  Pifan  territoiy, 
and  skirmifhed  with  his  enemies  at  ibeir  very  gates.     Wc 
know  not,  however^  that  he  made  any  difpofitions  for  beficging 
the  city:  but  it  is  certain,  that,  inftead  of  celebrating,  as  was 
the  cuftom  of  the  Italians  in  thofe  days,  affrontivc  abufit^ 
games  before  the  places  they  could  not  take,  he  ftruck  under 
the  walls  of  Pifa  fome  coins,  which  carried  his  own  device, 
that  of  a  fox  couchani^.     His  fuccefles  delivered  Barga  from 
the  long  fie^e  it  had  fufrained  ;  for  no  foner  were  they  made 
known  lo  the  bcfiegcd,  by  a  detachment  of  hbrfe  thrown  into 
it  by  FariuitOy  than  the  garrifon  made  fo  brisk  a  fally,  thart 
they  drove  their  enemies  out  of  their  entrenchments,   and 
forced  them  to  abandon  the  fiege.     The  Pifam  muft  now 
have  fubniitted  tp  whatever  terms  the  Florentines  had  pleafed 
to  impofe  upon  them,  had  it  not  been  for  two  events.     Tlie 
firft  was  the  death  of  the  brave  FarnetiOy  who  was  carried  of 
by  a  peftilential  difeafe,  in  the  midft  of  his  vi(9ories.     The 
.^         biftory  of  the  next  event  has  its  rife  in  that  o^ England;  and 
Jretin  ^  has  recounted  fo  many  curious  particulars  concern- 
ing the  EngUJh  adventurers  of  that  time  in  Italy^  unmixed 
urith  the  fi£lions  that  prevailed  concerning  them',   that  an 
Engltjh  reader  muft  be  pleafed  with  an  authentic  information  ; 
the  whole  being  hitherto  juflly  deemed  little  better  than  a 
romance.    Wc  find  ourfelves,  however,  obliged  to  turn  back 
to  the  Englijfh  biftory  to  make  our  narrative  clear. 
Cafe  of  the      IJPON  the  conclufion  of  the  trezty  of  Br^fignyy  in  1 360, 
banditti^     between  Edward  III.  of  England^  and  king  John  of  France^ 
and  the      a  peace  fucceeded  between  the  two  nations,  which  deprived  a 
Englifh     vaft  number  of  foldiers  of  their  bread,  both  princes  keeping 
merctna-     f^^  troops  more  than  were  fufEcient  for  garrifons  **.     It  hap- 
^'^^'  pencd,  that,  during  the  war,  numbers  of  EngUJh  gentlemen 

and  others  had  given  leave  to  their  retainers  to  build  houfes, 
which  were  generally  fortified,  upon  lands  conquered  from 
the  French  king,  and  given  by  king  Edward  to  his  great 
lords,  which  lands  now  reverted  to  the  French  crown  by  the 
treaty  of  Bretigny.  Many  of  the  poffefTocs  of  thofe  caftles, 
as  they  were  called,  refufed  to  give  them  up,  and  were  there^ 
fore  proclaimed  traitors  by  EdwareCs  orders,  though  they  pre- 
tended that  they  were  in  the  pay  of  the  king  of  Navarre^ 
who  difclaimed  them ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  fubmit, 
Mbrt  of  the  owners  of  the  caftles  were  men  who  had  fccn 

*>  Aretin,  p.  173.  '^  Ibid.  p.  173. 
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^.  fgffi^  4^A  of  fcrvjcc,  and  were  cither  gentlemen  by  bktbt 
or  had  raifed  /bemfc^v,es  by  their  merit.  Being  afraid  to  re- 
turn to  Enghndy  and  unable  to  fubfift  in  Frame,  they  con- 
Tulted  together  how  to  ma}ce  their  fortunes  by  their  fword^,  i 

^n4  Italy  naturally  prefented  itfelf  firft  to  their  thoughts.    AIJ 
J^rnnce  at  this  time  was  filled  with  robberies  by  difbanded  fol- 
^iers,  who,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  136J,  alTembled  a^ 
Givry  in  Brejfey  to  the  number  of  fixteen  thoufand  ;  many  of 
them  headed  by  the  fame  leaders  who  had  commanded  then;i  . 
in  ti^c  of  war.     Their  firft  intention  was  to  march  to  Avig'* 
nan^  to  plunder  the  pope's  immenfe  treafures  there.     King 
jdm  fent  againft  them  'Jamei  of  Bourbon,  one  of  the  moft 
confi^erable  noblemen  in  France ;   but  the  companions,  or 
We-comers,  (for  they  went  by  both  names)   foon  beat  hig 
^my  with  great  flaughter,  and  he  himfelf  was  killed,  toge- 
ther with  his  fon.    It  is  hard  to  fay  what  the  confequence 
xxi^t  have  been,  had  not  the  Englljhy  to  the  number  of  four 
thoufand  horfe  and  two  thoufand  foot,  decefting  the  cruelties 
and  excefies  of  their  companions,  fepamted  thcmfelves  from 
the  main  body,  who  foon  after  difperfed  themfelvcs  into  dif- 
ferent parties,  and  were  taken  either  into  the  pay  of  the  pope^ 
or  of  other  princes. 

Th^  Englijb  were  commanded  by  Sir  John  Hawkwood.  Accotmt  of 
This  extraordinary  perfon  was  a  native  oi Hen'tngham  in  EJpx,^'^ ]^^^ 
His  father  was  a  tanner,  and  he  himfelf  bound  apprentice  to  Hawk- 
a  taylor,  and  by  taking  hipifelf  to  the^  praQice  of  arms,  he^^^^^» 
diftinguifhcd  himjfelf  fo  greatly  that  he  received  the  honour 
/of  knighthood,  and  probably  before  the  peace  of  Bretigny 
he  acquired  a  confiderable  property  as  well  as  rank.      His         .    ,. 
iirft  defign,  and  that  of  his  oflSicers  under  him",  was  to  offer 
their  fervices  to  Florence^  preferably  to  all  other  ftates,  on 
account  of  the  great  lofTes  the  Florentines  had  fufFered  by  the 
money  they  bad  fo  generoufly  lent  to  the  EngUJh.    Accord* 
ing  to  jtretin  **,  they  aflually  made  the  offer  immediately 
upon  the  death  of  Farneiio ;    but  their  demands  being  too 
high,  the  Floremines  rejedted  them>  and  they  were  obliged  to  ^ 

enter  into  the  fervice  of  Pi/a.  The  fame  author  gives  an- 
other xeafon  for  thpir  preferring  the  fervice  of  Florence  (and 
it  is  confirmed  by  pur  hil^ories  and  records)  which  is,  that 
there  was  at  that  time  fo  great  a  number  of  Florentines  in 
England,  that  the  EngliJh  looked  upon  thofe  in  Italy  as  their 
.qwn  countrymen. 

FnoM  this  it  appears,  that  Hawkwoed  did  npt  enter  Italy, 
fiih    commonly  thought,  fi ogle  and  unattended,  but  at  the 
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^bo  enters  bead  of  a  vcry  refpeftable  force,  which  foon  turned  the  tido* 
into  the  of  fucccfs  againft -thc'/%r^w//«fj.  The  P//tfw,  without  dif- 
Pifan^.  ficulty,  granted  them  all  their  demands ;  and  the  Englijh  no 
W<?  fooner  took  the  field,   than  they  marched   through  Luua^ 

Ptfto'ta^  and  Prato^  and  encamped  at  Firetola^  within  two 
iniles  of  Florence  itfelf.  The  manner  in  which  the  Engtijb 
made  war  W4S  very  different  from  what  the  Floreviines  had 
ever  feen  before,  and  incredible  was  the  terror  they  fpread 
wherever  they  caipe.  They  proceeded,  it  is  true,  with  fire, 
fword,  and  rapine,  in  which  they  did  no  more  than  copy 
fhe  practice  of  the  Italians  themfelves,  but  returned  to  Pifa 
with  a  much  greater  booty  than  had  ever  been  known  there 
In  fuch  an  expedition'.  The  richnefi  of  it  allured  them  to  4 
iccond  enierprize.  They  marched  from  Pifa  to  Empoli^  which 
Jies  between  the  rivers  ^Ifa  and  Pefa ;  and  leaving  Florence 
pn  the  left  hand,  they  came  to  F/]^//W,  in  the  vale  oi4moy 
fo  that  they  took  it  without  much  difiicutty,  and  made  there 
,  an  incredible  booty.  The  boldnefs  and  rapidity  of  thofe  ex- 
peditions (Iruck  the  inhabitants  with  fuch  conflemation,  that 
chey  abandoned  many  of  their  towns,  and  the  Englijb^  almoft 
without  refiftance,  took  others.  The  Florentines  marched 
their  army  to  Ancifay  in  the  fame  vale,  where  they  entrenched 
themfelves ;  but  in  fo  awkward  a  way,  that  the  Englijh  forced 
their  entrenchments,  took  >their  camp,  and  drove  them  intp 
Jncifa,  In  this  engagement  the  Florentine  general  Pietro 
Farnetioy  brother  to  the  former  general  of  that  name,  was 
made  prifoner,  together  with  a  great  number  of  other  offi- 
cers and  foldiers,  and  the  Florentines  loft  all  their  carriages 
fit  dtfeais  and  baggage.  Next  day  the  Englijh  broke  through  a  wa)l 
/^/Flo-  and  ditch  that  reached  from  Anc'ifa  to  the  Arno^  which 
r?jHines.  openfd  their  way  to  Florence  itfelf,  where  all  were  filled  with 
amazement  and  difmay.  Some  blamed  the  generals,  others 
the  foldiers,  and  all  agreed  th;)t  they  were  betr^yed^  without 
allowing  the  v^logr  of  their  enemies  to  have  contributed  to 
their  misfortunes.  Eight  hundred  German  horfe,  who  ferved 
in  their  cainp,  were  immediately  cafliiered;  and  Pandolfa 
Malatljioy  who  happened  to  be  at  Florence  during  the  late 
pyerthrow,  wasi  appointed  to  fucceed  the  ^ptive  general. 
The  Pifans  gave  but  that  they  would  come  by  the  way  of 
Arezzo  tp  Florence y  by  a  certain  day  which  they  named,  and 
in  a  bravading  manner  dcfircd  the  Florentines  to  be  ready  to 
receive  them,  ypon  this  the  FkrentineSy  who  really  believed 
them  to  be  in  earneft,  fortified  St,  Jldiniato  wjth  five  hundred 
foldiers,  and  threw  up  ftrong  entrenchments  for  defending  at! 
the  avenues  to  their  city,  waiting  for  their  enemies  with  the 
VfHiofi  anxiety.    But  thp  Pi/an  foldiers  having  no  flomach 
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for  the  expedition,  the  Englijh  left  them  at  Figline^  and  for- 
cing all  the  Fhrentine  entrenchments  in  the  night  time,  they 
came  by  break  of  day  to  RipoJi,  within  two  miles  of  Florence^ 
before  their  march  was  heard  of.  The  whole  city  was  in- 
ftaotlj  £Oed  with  uproar  and  conftemation,  and  every  man 

who  could  carry  arms  drew  out  before  the  gate ;  fa  that,  in- 
oiudiog  the  army  which  was  then  in  Florence^  their  number 
eouJd  not  be  fewer  than  thirty  thoufand  men,  againft  fix 
ihoafand  Englijh ;  but  they  never  once  thought  of  attacking 
the  enemy ;  all  ifaeir  care  was  to  defend  themfelves.  From 
Fhrefue  the  Englijh  returned  to  Piglirie^  with  a  great  many 
captives,  and  a  large  booty  j  and  from  thence  marched  to 
ArtTOM^  fo  that,  to  ufe  AreiirCs  own  words,  they  knocked  by 
turns  at  the  gates  of  Florence  and  ArezzOy  taking  Figline  ia 
the  midway,  and  nothing,  continues  be^  could  be  more  ter- 
rible than  the  found  of  their  name. 

By  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  however,  the  captives  the  StratMem 
Englijh  had  made  were  fo  numerous,  and  their  booty  fo  un-^/^/Eng* 
wieldy,  that  they  were  at  fome  I06  in  contriving  how  toli^i. 
cany  them  back  to  Pija^  efpecially  as  the  way  was  encum* 
bered  and  difEcult.  But  this  they  eflFeAed  by  the  following 
extraordinary  ftratagem.  They  fent  a  formal  mefiage  to  FU- 
rence^  inviting  the  prefidents  to  affift  in  celebrating  mafs  with 
them  in  Sahianci's  church  at  Florence^  on  the  thirteenth  of 
November.  Were  not  the  faft  fo  well  attefted  as  it  it  by 
their  own  hiftorian  %  one  could  fcarcely  imagine  that  the 
Florentines  were  abfurd  enough  to  give  implicit  credit  to  the 
me/Iage,  and  inftead  of  making  difpoGtions  for  harrafliti^ 
and  preventing  the  retreat  of  their  enemies,  they  thought 
of  nothing  but  of  preparing  to  defend  themfelves  by  the  ap« 
pointed  day,  while  the  Englijh^  fetting  fire  to  their  camp  at 
Figline^  returned  unqaolefted  to  Pifa  with  all  their  plunder 
and  prifoners. 

It  is  aftonifttn^  that  a  people,  who,  but  a  few  months ^^'/I^'- 
befbre  had  behaved  with  fuch  firmncfs  and  intrepidity  as  the '^^'J^*''^ 
Florentines  did  againft  a  numerous  German  zrmy^  (hould  trcm-p??^  ^^^ 
We  within  their  own  walls  at  the  fight  of  a  handful  of  Eng-   ^       * 
lijb^  whofe  motives  for  fighting  were  much  the  fame  as  thole 
of  the  Germans  had  been  :    but  it  is  impoffible  to  account 
for  the  difference  of  difpofitions,  which  the  alteration  of  cir- 
cumftances  may  rpakc  amongft  a  people.     The  £/7^/i^  were 
received  in  triumph  .by  the  Pi/ansy  and  by  them  admitted  to 
winter  in  their  city.     According  to  our  author,  they  had  no 
IWfQP  10  be  fond  of  their  new  guefls ;    for  they  had  nothing 

»  Ibid.  pag.  17^. 
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thef  could  dJl  chcjr  own'i  the  EngUJh  eogroQsAg  JtQ  ho6^ 
without  aod  wixhio  doors-  As  to  the  Florentimsy  they  no 
fooDcr  beard  tha^  the  ^ngUJ^  were  gone  into  winter-quarters 
than  they  took  the  ftcld,  and  totaHy  defeated  the  Pifan.\  whp 
were  hefieging  Barga.  The  Pifans  applied  to  the  Engltjh^ 
who  refufiog  to  make  a  wint^er  campaign,  the  ^Pifam  were 
every  where  woiiled. 
they  hire  DvRjNG  the  W'nter  both  parties  prepared  fof  ?  vigorous 
troops,  campaign.  The  Fkrentinfs  hired  troops  in  France  zrydGer^ 
many^  and  the  Ptfans  took  injto  their  pay  three  thoufand  Ger- 
man  hor&.  The  Florentine  mercenaries  dJa  not  arrive  timip 
enough  to  prevent  the  Pifans  from  opening  the  campajgq 
with  great  advantages ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Eng^ 
lijh  bad  ever  been  fond  di  ading  in  co^juxiSion  with  thiC 
Pifans ',  for  this  year  they  croffed  the  river  Marina  in  a  fe- 
parate  body,  and  fell  into  the  vale  of  ^i/^^//r\  where  the^ 
got  great  booty,  and  made  many  prifoners.  As  to  the  Pifans 
and  the  Germans^  they  encamped  between  Prato  and  Pijhia. 
The  Florentines  were  thus  obliged  to  divide  their  troops^ 
part  were  allotted  for  the  defence  of  the  city,  and  part  tp 
check  the  depredations  of  the  Englijh^  who,  howeverj  re- 
turned to  the  Pifan  camp,  without  feeing  any  enemy.  The 
red  of  the  campaign  confided  as  ufual  of  horrid  depredations  \ 
and  the  Florentines^  from  their  walls,  had  the  mortificatiQa 
to  fee  their  territory  all  in  flames  around  them,  and  to  hear 
the  voices  of  their  enemies,  while  they  were  hefieging  their 
city.  In  the  mean  while,  however,  a  Florentine  body  of  horfe 
fcoured  the  country  round  Pifa^  and  attemped,  to  take  Leg- 
hrn^  but  were  obliged  to  return  home,  lefl  their  retreat  (hpuid 
have  been  cut  off. 

It  is  probable  that   the  Pifans,  before  the  end  of    this 
r^  A^l  campaign,  would  have  made  tbemfelves  matters  of  Florenctj 
ff'bv^tb   '^^^  "°'        Florentines  iztnpcTtd  with  the  Englijh,  by  offering 
Flwen-      ^^^  '^rg^  f^"i^  to  change  their  party.     The  Engl(jh  pleaded 
tines-        ^^^^^  honour,  and  refufcd  to  fight  againft  iht  Pifans \^  but 
were  prevailed  upon  not  to  fight  againft  the  Florentines^  and 
offered  to  enter  into  their  fervice  againft  any  other  enemy 
than  the  Pifans.     But  the  Englijb  general,  Hawkvuoodj  with 
a  fpirit  far  above  his  birth,  rejeded  a  neutrality  of  any  kind, 
and,  at  the  head  of  one  thoufand  of  his  countrymen,  re- 
mained in  the  Pifan  fervice.     The  defe£lion  of  the  EngHJh 
from  the  Pifans^   gave  the  Florentines  vaft  fpirits,   and  they 
made  Galeoto  Malatejia  general  of  their  army,   which  now 
amounted   to  above  ten  thoufand    foot    and   four   thou&nd 
hoife,  all   regular  troops.     MalaUjia  was   one   of  the  beft 
officers  then  in  haly^  and  he  ie4  iiis  army  without  lofs 
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mrthm  four  mikt  of  Pi/a.    The  Psfans  of  late  bad  learned 
to  defpiie  tbe  Fbrtntinis\   and  baviog  an  entire  reliance  on 
die  vaioiir  and  aUides  of  Howkw^od^  they  deienniiied  to  give 
dieir  enemies  battle.    Hawkwdddy  knowing  how  much   his 
army  had  been  weakened  by  tbe  defection  of  the  Englijb^  pro- 
ceeded cauciott%  :    be  ordered  a  few  fquadrons  of  bis  horfe 
to  nivkc  f recent  incurfioos  towards  tbe  Flerentitu  caoip,  and 
^ica  to  retire.    This  was  repeated  fo  often,  that  the  Fl^ren* 
tines  at  laft  difr^arded  their  alarms,  which  Hawkujood  ob« 
ierving,  he  orderni  the  aflault  io  be  renewed,  and  made  diA 
poGtiocu  for  fupporting  his  iquadrons,  who  were  then  com- 
manded to  pufli  on  to  the  enemy's  camp  with  his  whole 
force.     The  Pifams^  who  made  the  attempt,  were  repelled 
by  tbe  valour  of  the  Anzsdans  in  die  Florentiru  army,  and, 
being  feconded  by  the  FloreniineSy  eight  hundred  of  them 
vvere  killed,  and  two  thou/and  tidcen  prifoners.     Upon  tbisiu^^^i^ 
Hawhoood  gave  a  fignal  for  a  retreat,  which  was  performed  iw^  mM^« 
in  fuch  ^ood  order  to  SabtM^  where  the  main  body  lay,  tbat«^ 
Malatffia  ordered  no  purfuit  ihould  be  made.    After  this  the 
FUrentines  returned  home,  and  made  a  pompous  exhibrtioa 
of  ihetr  phibners  along  the  ftreets  of  their  city.    Malaiefta 
then  again  took  the  field  ;    but  he  fcarcely  had  entered  tbe 
Pifan  territory  when  his  army  refuled  to  march  farther,  unlels 
thiy  were  gratified  with  double  pay.    With  great  difficulqr 
he  appeafed  them ;   but  in  a  day  or  two  after  the  mutiny 
•again  broke  out  with  fuch  fury,  that  bioodihed  enfued,  and 
Malaiefta^  not  chufing  to  proceed  while  his  army  was  in 
fuch  a  temper,  returned  to  Florenu. 

The  Ficretttines  retained  fo  much  of  the  Reman  republican  j|f^«,^i^. 
fpirit,  tbat  when  defeated    they  refufed  to  ueat  of  ^t^cit\mityoftbi 
but  now  that  they  had  gained  the  vidory,   great  numbers Floren* 
amongft  them  began  to  talk  of  an  aocommodation,  and  fome  tines, 
^Tged  it  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.    Some  political  confiderations 
intermingled  with  this  defire  of  peace;   for  the  more  fenfxble 
of  the  Fhriftiint  magiftracy  became  apprebenfive,  if  the  Pifans 
were  too  far  puflied,  that  they  would  throw  themfeives  under 
the  protedion  of  Bamabo  duke  of  Milan^  who  only  wanted 
fuch  a  pretext  to  make  him&If  mafter  xii^ufiany.    At  ^^^'^  Their piac$ 
by  the  mediation  of  the  pope,  the  Pifitm  fent  deputies  to  Pff-^tb  the 
cia^  where  they  conferred  whh  thofe  from  Florence .    During  pifam^ 
thofe  conferences  Bamabo  prevailed  with  John  JgneUi^  a  Pi- 
fifty  a  creature  of  bis  own,  to  make  himfelf  chief  magiftrate, 
and  this  haftened  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  which  was 
both  honourable  and  advantageous  -for  Florence,     Petrabona 
was  given  up  to  iht  Florentines ;  (omc  Pi/an  fortifications  were 
eiazed,  and  the  Pifans  were  rc-adouttcd  to  all  their  former 
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immiinmes  in  Florence,     Ten  thoufand  ducats  of  gold  we«9 
agreed  to  be  paid  in  five  years  by  lheP^«ito  the  Florentines  % 
and  the  lauer  had  the  glory  of  hearing  the  peace  proclaimed 
at  Pefcia^  in  their  own  territory,  while  their  anny  was  in 
that  of  Pifa.     The  common  people  of  Florence^  however* 
were  fo  far  from  being  fatisfied  with  thofe  terms,  that  Carlo 
Strozza^  who  had  mediated  the  peace  under  the  pope,  was 
.  in  danger  of  his  life  from  their  rage.    Soon  after  his  bolinefi 
invited  the  emperor  Charles  IV.  into  Itafy^  to  defend  him 
againft  Bamako^  and  perfuaded  the  Florentines  to  fend  four 
of  their  principal  citizens  t6  attend  him.     His  bolinels  was 
at  great  pains  to  bring  the  Florentines  to  an  immediate  decla- 
ration againft  Bamabo ;  but  they  flatly  declined  it,  and  thereby 
highly  incenfed  both  the  pope  and  the  emperor.     The  latter, 
who  had  depended  chiefly  upon  the  Florentines^  being  fo  poor 
that  he  could  not  pay  an  army,  was  obliged  to  clap  up  a 
peace  with  Bamabo^  difbanded  his  foldiers,  and  went  with  a 
very  mean  retinue  to  Rome.     Lombardy  being  now  at  peace, 
Charles  intimated  a  defign  he  had  of  vifiting  Florence.     The 
^Florentines  immediately  gueflcd  the  truth,  which  was,  that  his 
vifit  would  end  in  a  demand  of  money,  and  they  fent  fome 
deputies  to  him  to  found  his  difpofitions  towards  their  re- 
public.    Charles  received  them  with  great  fternnefe,  and  up- 
braided their  government  for  having  ufurped  upon  the  im- 
perial authority.     He  at  the  fame  time  demanded  of  theF/^* 
rentinesy  that  they  (hould  deliver  up  to  him  all  iht  Pratoline^ 
the  Volterran^  and  Lucquefe  territories, , 
I'h'  rm-         To  give  weight  to  this  demand,  he  raifed  fome  troops  and 
fitror's  bof'  marched  to  Lucca ^  where  he  was  honourably  received  ;    but 
•;iliti€s       his  foldiers  committing  (bme  hoftilities  at  St.  MiniatOj  the 
-^uub  the    Florentines  aflembled  their  .army  and  repelled  force  by  force. 
f._^"*     This  and  fome  other  events  that  fell  out,  about  the  fame 
time,  at  Sienna  and  Pifa^  threw  all  Tufcany  once  more  into 
war ;    but  all  united  againft  the  emperor,  who  was  obliged 
to  return  to  Germany.     It  is  faid,  however,  not  without  pro- 
bability %  that  the  Florentines^  before  Charles  left  Italy^  made 
him  a  prefent  of  money  for  confirming  their  privileges.    A 
quarrel  at  this  time  happened  between  the  Florentines  and 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Miniato^  which  being  befieged  bv  the 
Florentines^   Bamako  came  to  relieve,   on  pretence  of  being 
invited  thereto  by  the  Miniateje.    The  Florentines  upbraided 
him  for  the  ungenerous  return  he  had  made  to  their  not  fiding 

*  Anrdss  dc  PEmpire,  par  Voi»tair5.  Vie  dc  Charles  IV. 
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With  the  pope  and  the  emperor  againft  hhn ;  and  anderflanJ^ 
ing  his  army  was  fet  out  co  relieve  the  town,  tbey  prcfled 
the  fiege  with  more  vigour  than  even     Barnabo*s  general  on 
this  occafion  was  the  famous  Sir  yohn  Hawkwood^  a  name 
ilill  terrible  to  the  Florentines y  wYmc  general  was  Gtovanm 
Rrgindy  reckoned  likewife  an  able  foldter.     When  ifcw>&-Hawk- 
TU9od  approached  ihe  Florentine  camp,  he  found  it  fortified  in  wood  </f- 
fuch  a  manner  that  it  was  unadvifeable  to  attack  it.     Hcy/eats  the 
therefore,  drew  off  to  the  diftance  of  about  ten  miles.     ThisFloren- 
gave  the  Florentine  magiftrates  and  common  foldiers  fuch  fpi- tines, 
rits,  that  they  upbraided  Regim  with  cowardice,  for  refufing 
to  lead  them  againft  the  enemy.     Finding  that  all  his  re* 
monftrances  were  vain,  ^<  Let  us  march  tbeii,  faid  he,  fince         /    - 
•*  it  muft  needs  be  fo.    Thofe  giddy-headed  blunderers  fliall 
^'  foon  find  that  I  am  deftituce  neither  of  courage  nor  con* 
**  dud."    He  then  left  a  fuffident  number  for  defending  the 
camp,  and  began  his  march  by  break  of  day  againft  Hawk- 
tooodj  who  no  fooncr  faw  the  Florentines  advance  in  order  of 
battle,  than  he  aftured  himfelf  of  vidory.     He  ordered  his 
Tegular  troops  to  take  a  plemiful  refrelhmeot,  and  to  con* 
tain  themfelves  within  their  trenches ;   butfentouthb  irre* 
gulars  of  all  kinds  \o  fkirmtih  with  his  enemies,  and  thereby 
to  encreafe  their  fbtigue  after  fo  long  a  march,  during  a  ful- 
^ry  day.    This  ftratagcm  bad  the  defired  cffe^»  ind  Havfk' 
woody  at  the  critical  minute,  fell  with  his  frefh, troops  upon 
the  Florentines  with  fo  much  fury,  that  he  obtained  a  cb«iap 
and  a  complete  vidory.    The  Fkreniine  general ,  was  taken  . 
prifoner  :    the  number  of  the  ilain  and  captivea  was  very 
ereat,  and  the  rout  was  total. 

NoTWiTHSTAKDiNG  this  viftory,  ihe  Florentines^  before  St.  Mini- 
Sf,  Miniato  made  fo  good  a  countenance,  that  Hawkwood^no  taktH, 
durft  not  attempt  to  raife  the  fiegc,  which,  after  the  Flo- 
rentine manner  of  proceeding,  was  carried  on  with  greater 
^irit  after  their  defeat  than  it  had  been  before.  Even  Hawk- 
tutftfifs  falling  in  with  his  viSortous  army  into  their  country 
did  not  (hake  their  refolution  ;  and  at  laft  the  place  being  be- 
trayed to  them,  the  authors  of  the  revolt  were  carried  to  Flo* 
rence^  and  there  put  to  death; 

LUCCA  was  then  poflTefled  by  an  imperial  governor,  who  7^^  pj^^ 
had  ftrengthcned  his  garrifon  with  fome  of  5tfr;7fl^(7's  troops,  rentines 
Tbey  were  difmifTed  from  that  fervice  upon  the  governor  ^\^'purehafe 
covering  that  they  defigned  to  make  themfelves  mafters  o^  x\\&  freedom  fit 
city.  Upon  their  difmiiTion  the  governor  offered  to  reftore /^^  Luc- 
the  Lucquefe  to  fuU  freedom  upon  paying  hiii\  twenty-five  queic. 
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thMrtnd  CfoWDs  of  gold  ^  (A) ;  but  xhcLucqu&fej  having  |cflg 
loft  thtir  liberty,  were  coniequeiltly  without  property ;  ain)  that 
noble  city  and  fertile  territory  was  not  able  to  raife  fo  poor  9 
*  fum,  though  it  was  to  purchafe  them  the  ineftimabie  Ueffing 

nS  freedom.  The  FlorenUms  generoufly  and  difintereft^dly 
lent  it  to  them,  and  fent  it  by  (ome  of  their  ableft  citizens^ 
who  affifted  the  Lucquefi  in  new  modelling  their  ftate,  they 
having,  daring  their  long  thraldom,   forgotten  all  the  ori* 

Sinai  principles  of  their  conftitution  and  government.     Tha 
rft  ftcp  t\it  Lucquefi  took  to  fecure  their  recovered  liberty, 
waa  to  demoli(h  the  fort  i^zK,Cq/iru£d9  had  built  to  bridle 
their  city. 
Great  po'       I'm!  Fbrentines  zt  this  time  held  in  their  hands  the  ha- 
iicy  of  /^^  lance  of  power  in  Lombard]^  if  not  all  over  Itafy^  and  k  is 
Floren-     wonderful  with  what  addrefe  and  refolution  they  managed  k% 
tines*       In  refentment  of  Bamabo  having  ftirred  up  thr  rcvo)t  of  Su 
MiniatOj  they  entered  into  a  treaty  with  pppe  Urb4^  at  Vi^  ^ 
terbfiy  and  fent  eight  hundred  korfe  to.  the  ^£i):aQ<:«;  of  his 
legate  at  Bolvgna.    Bamabo  waa  at  that  time  bftfiegipg  Reggh^ 
in  the  BologuTfii   and  while  the  FUnniint  horfe  were  on  their 
march,  fome  of  his  party  appeared  about  P^.    This  obl^ed 
the  Florentines  to  recal  their  cavalry  for  (bree  tiDie ;  but  Bt^^ 
nabobs  troops  declined  an  engagement;   and  the  FUreniinet 
returning  their  march  to  Lt^mbard^y  came  time  oiough  to  aC* 
fift  in  bearing  Barfiabo,  and  in  nitfing  die  fiege  of  ReggiJt 
The  exceilive  heats  and  fatigues  of  this  campaign  coft  De^ 
tuttl^  the  Florentine  general,  his  life.  .  Soon  after  a  peace  fuc- 
ceeded  between  the  pope  and  Bamabo ;    and  the  Ffonniinss^ 
having  withdrawn  their  troops  from  Lombarcfyj  fent  depu* 
ties  to  jfvignon^  to  coDgratulate  Gregory  XL  upon  bis  accd^ 
lion  to  the  popedom.     Thofe  deputies  found  his  holineft 
femewhat  diil^tisfied  with  regard  to  the  ilate  of  affairs  wTuf* 
cany\   but  matters  were  (bmewhat  cleared  up  when  tbeP^ 
rugiansj  for  want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  themfehes  to  his  legate,  and  that  coo  without  terms. 

*  AaETiVy  pag.  179. 

(A)  There  is  no  fueh  ccnn  as  eleven  thoufend  and  iixty-one 

a  crown  of  gold  in  Tujcatgy  i  pounds  one  fhilling  and  th^* 

but  according  to  Mr.  Bujcbittg'%  pence  ftcrling^  at  the  pjefeat 

calculation    (i),   the  fum  here  rate  of  money, 
demanded  feems  to  amount  to 
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A  kind  of  an  accomntodition,  howcvct,  wa§  clapped  up  bc- 
t^ittn  his  h'oHn^fs  and  the  Plorentinei^  ih  wWch  wefe  in- 
trltided  the  Ptfans  and  Sknneft,  th6  ArezzianSj  atid  the  Luc* 
IjUeJe. 

TttE  Florentines  had  nbW  Idtt'g  prtffcnred  the  face  6f  do- 
ihc^ic  unanimity;  they  had  hifet  with  ho  blows  but  what 
Were  eafily  recdVcfable,  ahd  the  riches  6f  iheif  ftate  at  thii 
tiine  were  beyond  belief.  The  dertioCratical  part  of  their  go- 
vernment was  in  fome  refpefls  perhaps  too  prevalent ;  but  it 
bad  the  effeft  of  preferVing  .unaAinrjity  amortgft  the  noble 
6r  great  families.  Some  of  thofe  families,  however,  by  ac- 
commodating themfclves  partly  to  the  manners  and  partly  to 
the  profeffions  of  the  plebeians,  had  Hfen  to  prodigious  wealth 
and  credit  with'  their  fellow-citizens.  Of  thefe  the  chief 
ii^cre  the  families  of  t/Z^/V/V  and  ife/Vr/,  who,  having  feparate 
liltetefls,  fplit  the  whole  ftate  into  faSions.  The  Florentim 
plebeians,  upon  recolledtion,  had  good  fenfe  enough  to  con- 
dude  that  one  Or  other  of  thofe  families  nii^ht  invade  their 
cortftftutiOn,  and  therefore  a  public  ad  pafled,  that  neither 
l)f  them  fhbuld  be  admitted  into  any  poft  of  truft  or  power 
in  the  ftate.  This  refolute  bul  rational  determination  was 
fdicefeded  by  fome  years  of  fo  great  tranquility,  as  to  afford 
hothifig  material  for  hiftory  to  t'ranfmit  during  that  period, 
farther  than,  thiat  all  the  power  of  the  Uialdij  the  ancient 
enemies  of  the  Florentine  ftate,  was  then  extinguided  in  the 
X2afantine\  and  that  many  noble  edifices,  though  ere(^ed 
in  that  infant  age  of  true  tafte,  now  arofe,  and  ftill  do  ere- 
2|it  to  Italy, 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  year  I375>  which  opens  a  new    A.  D. 
fcenfe  of  htftory.     Ever  fihce  the  time  of  Clement  VI.  the     13 75* 
popes  had  generally  been  either  Frenchmen^  Or  in  tht  French  ^^^  JJ^* 
iniereft;    and,  refiding  at  J'Orgnon^  they  had  managed  their ''''^  ?/^  '^ 
Italian  pofTeflions  by  legates,  or  governors,  who  of  all  mankind  ^^°'*'*" 
were  the  m oft  execrable  and  oppreflive.     Under  the  fpecious'*^^?  .  , 
(hew  of  papal  authority,  they  extended  their  tyranny  over  free^^^'^-^^  ' 
*ftat6s ;  they  took  the  banditti,  with  which  Italy  then  fwarmed^'^  '^  * 
into  their  pay ;    and  tliey  juftified  the  ftiofl  execrable  of  their 
a<flions,    when  unfuccefsful,   hy  their   mafler^s   orders,   and 
whert  fuccefsful,  by  the  plenitude  of  their  own '  power,  both 
which  they  knew  to  be  indifputable.    Their  excePes  put  the 
Florentines  to  great  inconveniences.    They  had  always  pro- 
feflcd  themfetves  Guelphs^  and  fo  artfully  had  tKey  managed 
matters,    that   the  popes   had  never   been  able    to  difMvc 
their  conftKution.     The  papal  court  and  le^atis,'  fenfibfe  ot 
the  Florentine  fyfteni  of  policy,  durft  not  break  with  their 
flate,   and  depended'  upon  accidents  for  bending  them   to 
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the  pope's  will.  An  accident  of  that  kind  prefented  iWel/ 
this  year.  The  Florentim  (late  was  affli6ted  with  famine^ 
through  the  fterility  of  the  feafon,  and  had  applied  again 
and  again  to  the  legate  of  Bologna  for  fome  relief,  which  be 
flatly  refufed  them.  The  autumn  promifed  well ;  but  the 
legate,  determined  to  impofe  the  papal  yoke  on  the  necks  of 
the  FlonntifuSf  fent  a  great  army  into  their  territories,  to 
prevent  their  reaping  their  harveft.  The  reader  is  here  to 
obferve,  that  all  Italy  continued  (iill  to  be  full  of  mercenary 
foldiers,  aiui  fuch  were  they  whom  the  legate  employed  oa 
this  occafion  5  the  Florentims^  therefore,  wifely  refolved  to  fee 
rather  than  fight  their  enemies,  who,  for  money,  became 
their  good  friends,  to  the  legate's  great  furprize  and  difap- 
pointment.  About  the  fame  time  i(  was  difcovered,  that  the 
legate  had  pra£iifed  with  the  inhabitants  of  Pr^/tf  to  revoft 
from  the  Florentines ^  which  might  have  been  attended  with 
the  ruin  of  the  Florentine  ftate. 
net  en-  The  elevated  genius  of  the  Florentine  government  and 
^age  the  people  again  manifelled  itfelf  on  this  occafion.  All  orders 
Italian  and  ranks  united  in  a  hearty  detefiation  of  the  clergy  ;  but 
JatestoaJ^zt  the  fame  time  without  any  virulent  expreiSons  of  their 
/ert  ibeir  indignation.  They  chofe  eight  of  the  ableft  and  moft  un- 
libertieu  exceptionable  men  in  their  ftate  as  a  council  of  war  j  and 
the  plan  on  which  they  proceeded,  was  the  nobleft  that  caa 
be  imagined,  for  it  confifted  in  exciting  the  neighbouring 
fiates  to  alTert  their  liberties.  Impelled  and  aififted  by  them, 
the  inhabitants  of  Citta  di  CaJleUo  took  arms  againft  the  gar- 
rifon  that  bridled  them,  and  expelled  it.  The  pope's  legate 
at  Perugia  fent  a  body  of  troops  to  reinforce  the  garrifon, 
and  the  Perugians  took  that  opportunity  of  taking  arms,  ex- 
pelling the  legate,  and  making  themfelves  matters  of  the 
ftrong  citadel  built  to  overawe  them  ;  ^11  which  they  did  by 
the  afliftance  of  the  Florentines.  After  this  the  people  of  Spo^ 
JettOi  Gubio^  Forli^  Viterbo^  and  a  great  many  other  places  ift 
tlie  papal  dominions,  efpecially  in  the  Pefcara^  declared  them- 
felves independent  of  the  pope.  In  (bort,  the  flame  that  had 
been  long  fmothered,  now  blazed  forth  in  full  fury.  The 
Italians  had  long  detefted  the  pride  and  haughtineb  of  the 
legates,  who,  as  our  author  ^  elegantly  expreflTes  himfelf,  em- 
ployed  no  ans  of  government  but  foldiers  and  citadels.  The 
Florentines^  fenfible  of  thb,  did  all  they  could  to  fpread  the 
conflagration  wider,  their  fundamental  policy  confiding  in 
having  as  few  powerful  neighbours  as  poffible.  The  people 
of  Granavioli^  a  place  now  fo  inconfiderable,  that  it  is  icarccfy 

*  Abetin,  pag.  iSi. 
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Utalke^  ih  tbt  maps  ofhafy^  took  drms  againft  the  legate,  and 
iie  ibm  Hawktoood^  who,  with  his  fmall  band  oi  Enghflmunt 
was  DOW  in  the  pope's  pay,  from  Bologna^  to  reduce  them* 
Scaroelf  had  Hmuimod  left  B^hgna^  when  the  B^hgrnfi^  hiv^ 
ing  been  before  prepared  by  the  Plortntini  council  of  war^ 
look  aim  and  mrted  their  own  independency,  which  they 
had  no  feoner  done  than  they  received  a  powerful  reinforce- 
Inem  from  Pbrmct  to  maintain  it, 

Thi  view  we  have  exhibited  of  tha  ftate^  of  tufcanj^  an4 
itt  neiglUxNirhood^  is  taken  from  the  moft  unc^ueftionable 
btHtm  authorities  before  the  reformation ;  and  tnerefore  we 
^anobl  douBt  that  Hawkvtmi  and  his  EngRJhmetij  though 
they  had  been  hired  for  conveniertcy  by  the  pope  or  his  le- 
gate, in  dieir  o#n  hearts  moft  fincerely  detefted  the  papal 
tynniw.  Hawhbodi^  perceiving  that  GrafimridS  was  irre- 
CovcnUe^  took  up  his  quarters  in  Faenxa^  where^  accordbg 
to  oor  aaCboi'^  i,  great  many  a^  of  viblence,  and  fome  of 
cmelfT  were  comolitted ;  ahd  at  laft  Hdmtnm^d^  perhaps^ 
bicaufe  he  wes  not  paid  by  the  legate,  fold  the  place  to  thd 

PoPB  Ordgbrymis  Oitii  at  Avignon^  Btit  #as  minutely  in- 
fctmed  of  ev^  thing  that  had  happened  in  Itdlj^  and  had 
Anodotlid  out  his  excommunications  agiinft  Fbnmi.    Upoti 
this  the  JTifrM/nwi,- who  were  always  decent,  appointed  AUjpni' 
tlr$  AktiUa  ahd  Dmai^  Barhadmoy  two  of  the  moft  learned 
tod  eloquent  men.  of  their  ftate^  to  gp  to  Jvignortj  and  td 
plcai  the  catffe  of  FkrnUi  before  the  pop^  \  but  though  they 
did  this  in  tile  moft  moving  nttanner,  the  iriterdidd  agaipft 
Pkrmici  wete  conflrmM,   and  their  godds  fentenced  to  be 
tonfifcated  wher^er  foiind.    The  fpirit  which  Barbadmo 
manifofted  dh  tbb  occafiori  «Ns  great  and  memorable.    As  Cdura^i  bj 
iboo  at  the  pope  hid  pronbunced  th6  ftntencei  againft  hisaploren"* 
toontfy^  he  turned  round  to  an  ithage  of  Gbd^  and  in  the  tine 
Uaring  of  bia  faolinefs,  he  eitclaimed,  <<  Oh  God  !  we  the  liefuiyi, 
^^  deputies  of  the  fknmimt^  *P£^'  ^^  ^^  ^<lMity  from  this 
^  tti^uft  ientence  6f  thy  ficar.    Thou  who  art  fubjed  neither 
^  10  deooK  nor  aiigfer ;  ThoU  t^ho  loveft  the  liberty  but  not 
^*  die  davcry  of  thy  piteple ;  Thou  who  bateft  tyrants^  and 
*^  Ite  lufta  df  tynlntt,  defend  at  this  time  the  liberty  of  the 
^  Fbrtntint  people,  and  beteme  their  aufpricious  guardian/' 

TrtK  pope,  in  order  to  reduce  the  B^^pi^fey  whofe  revolt  ^^^pipe 
he  entit^f  iihp«ited  to  the  Fhreniines^  hired  a  body  of  Bretom^  ^^'  ^^* 
trtio,  in  atttumh  thi^  year,  arrived  in  Italy ;    upon  which  the  f  i^^^^^^ 
thnnihm  lent  the  greateft  part  of  their  own  troops  to  defend  '^^^^^* 

•  Arbtin,  pag,  i8i. 
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Bobgna^  ahd  blocked  up  all  the  paflles  of  the  Jppenxints^  to 
exclude  the  ertcmy  from  their  territory.  The  legate  of  G*- 
juva  headed  the  Bretons,  who  confifted  of  fix  thoufand  horfe 
and  three  thoufand  foot ;  but  he  affeded  to  proceed  with  vaft 
tepderhefa  towards  the  Bolognef&.  He  fufiered  no  ravages  to 
be  committed  in  their  territory,  and  fent  feveral  mcilages, 
oflFeringthem  pardon  and  amnefty  for  all  .that  had  pa&d, 
which  inclined  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  to  fubmtc ; 
and  at  laft  a  conYpiracy  was  formed  for  that  purpofe,  which 
was  defeated  by  the  vigilance  of  Varanio  of  Camerino,  The 
legate  Aill  continued  to  hover  round  the  city.  About  the 
/ame  time  another  confpiracy  was  difcovered,  for  putting 
Jrezzo  into  the  hands  df  Saco\  fons  \  and  the  confpirators 
were  brought  to  condign  puniihment.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  fummer  the  Bretons,  being  baffled  in  all  their  attempts 
againft  Florence,  retired  to  Cefena,  which  opened  its  gates  to 
them.  The  new  guefts,  however,  behaved  with  fticb  bcut*- 
lity  in  their  quarters,  that  the  inhabitants  ran  to  their  anna, 
and  after  killing  about  fourfcore  of  them  upon  the  fpot, 
drove  the  reft  out  of  their  city.  The  crafty  legate  (eemed 
to  fide  with  the  townftnen,.  and  at  laft  perluaded  the  latter 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  which  they  had  fcarcely  dor>c  when 
the  legate  again  introduced  his  Bretons  into  the  dry.,  where 
they  maflacred  three  thoufand  of  the  townfmen.. 
and  comes  While  the  flames  of  war  were  thus  fpreading  all  over 
t§  Italy.  Italy,  the  pope  having  taken  a  frefh  body  of  Englijh  into  his 
pay,  left  yfvignon,  and  came  to  Ita/y,  in  hopes  of  rcftoring 
the  papal  authority  in  that  country.  Being  arrived  at  Rome, 
he  invited  the  Florentines  to  treat  of  peace  with  him,  and 
deputies  were  named  accordingly  ;  hut  after  a. month's  con- 
ferences the  pope!s  demands  were  fo  high,  that  they  returned 
to  Florence  without  any  thing  being  concluded ;  upon  ..which 
the  Florentines  made  preparations  for  continuing  the  war  with 
greater  vigour  than  ever.  In  this  they  were  fectetly  afflfted 
by  Barnarh  oi  Milan  ;  and  they  found  means  to  bring  over 
to  their  fervice  the  EngUJk  who  were  in  the  pope's  pay.  Thb 
defeition  gave  his  holinefs  vaft  uneaftnefs.  The  e.ight  Fk* 
rentines,  who  had  hitherto  adied  as  field  deputies,  had  be- 
haved fo  well,  that  their  commiflions  were  continued  by.  the 
magiftracy,  to  the  great  difcontent  of  the  people.  The  pope 
laid  hold  of  this  variance  to  widen  the  breach  between  them, 
and  fent  letters  by  his  agents,  di reded  not  as.  ufual  to  the 
magiftracy,  but  to  the  people  of  Florence,,  loading  the  depu* 
ties  with  grievous  accusations.  ,  But  this  expedient  fiailed  of 
fucceff,  and  raifed  the  people's  indignaiiori,  not  fo  much 
agamft  the  deputies  as  againft  the  pope.     The  intcrdidl  ftill 
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*  Continue ;  but  by  the  authority  of  the  magiftracy  andTped^ 
pie,  all  religious  ordinancea  were  refebrated  in  the  churches 
as  uCual.  At  laft  the  pope,  who  was  Gregory  XI.  intrigued 
with  John  the  bifhop  of  Are%zo,  to  bring  that  city- over  from 
'  its  alliance  with  the  Florentines  i  but  the  Arezzums  x\o(sX>^t 
Undcrftood  this  than.ihey  rail,  to  arms,  and  not. only  expelled 
the  bi(hop  and  all  his  adherents,  but  burned  down  tlieir 
houfe^,  and  put  fome  of  his  relations*  who  hud  been  engaged 
in  the  confpiracy,  to  death.' 

That  fame  yczr  RoJol/o  of'Camerinb^  the  Florentine  gc- Thr  Flo^ 
neral,  feizcd  Fabriano^  by  consent  of  the  citizens,  who  wanted  rentincs 
to  put  themfelves  under  the  Fldrentine  proteflion  ;  but  when/««/  Fa- 
the  F/^m/;w  field- deputies  demanded,    on  the  part  of  thebriano. 
republic,  pofleffion  of  the  place,  he  not  only  refufed  to  give 
it  up,  but  wertt  into  the  fervicc  of  their  enemies,  and  received 
"fr6m  the  pope  the  command  of  five  hundred  borfe.    Per- 
fiaps  the  admifliort  of  the  Englljh  into  the  Florentine  fervicc, 
was  the  true  cadfe  of  his  defedion.     The  Florentines  ,hung 
his  edigies,  with^ll  the  marks  of  infamy,  through  the  molt 
public  parts  of  the  city,  and  deprived  him  of  Fabriano,  ^  To- 
wards the  end  of  the  y^ar,  by  the  mediation  of  Barnabo  of. 
Milan^  a  treaty  was  kt  on  foot  between  the  Florentines' znd 
tKe  pope,  who  had  now  recovered  full  pofleffion  of  Bologna^ . 
and  the  conferences  were  held  at  Serezana/,  hut  when  both 
parties  wei'e'on  the  point  of  an  accommodation  the  pope 
died,  and  the  negotiation  was  broken  off.        ;_ 

TmoPdpes  eleStif^  Difcord  in  ¥Hnct\  nem]IhJfiiutiof{S 
there  \  farfb^^'Expioity  df'Sir  lo\\t\  Hawk  wood  ^'/^ 
the  Flofe^itipe  'Service['yjntri^ues  of  the  ]£m^or 
Charles  lV^'i»i/i»/j  Jmrney  to  Rome ;  Dijlurbances 

/   ai  "P^mi^^xi^newedv  tbeDuks  of  AnjoM  yMrives 

m  Italy  V  '^^ir  John  Hasvitcwood  enters  into  the  SeT'- 

*  -vice  of  tk%'*E'mperor ;   Death  of  Lewis  (?/  Anjou  j 

-  '-'"the  Floreritrncj  lofe  ani  hcOver  Arezzo  ;.  Revolu* 

'"".tions  oftheyxkonii  Family  in  Lombardy  i  Diftrac- 

tions  (?/ Italy  ^   great  Power  jf,G2\t2azo  Duke,  of 

/  M;lan;  Death,  ^  Uv^An/ffy  jintifopey  JheFlo^ 
rcntines  engaged  in  a  fVjir  with  the  Milanefe^  Sue* 
eeffes  of  the  Florentines ;  Cominuation  oftheHiflor^ 
of  the  brave  5/r  John  HaWkwood  ;  Peace  iitween 
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Gaktezp  land  the  Fbreotioet,  who  enter  hM  s 
Leagut  with  tbi  French  King  in  the  Ttar  1395. 

Jfchijm  I IPOH  tbeJttdi  of  fOptGrtg^ry  XI.  the  ctrdtnab bdag 
imtbifipi^  ^  met  to  chofe  hb  rucceflbr,  die  inhabitants  of  Rmm  he&x 
dm.  the  conclave,  and  demanded  that  he  fliould  be  tRnntm^  or 
at  kajftr  an  itaUan^  and  hoc  a  Fnmhhah  or  foreigner ;  upos 
wfaieh  Barlbotmew^  afchbffliop  dtBari^  a  Ngap$Btmi^  vai 
chofen.  Being  a  pioud  latraAaUe  man,  the  cardinab  pie- 
tended  that  they  were  under  conftlatnt  when  they  diofe  turn ; 
and  tetiring  to  FunJi^  they  proceeded  to  a  new  efedioo, 
vhich  fell  upon  the  bilhop  6f  Gimva ;  the  fame  mho  bad 
been  the  pope's  legate  in  Tufcattfy  and  had  headed  tte  Bn- 
ions.  The  firft  took  the  name  dlUrkm  VI.  and  die  lalttr 
that  of  Clement  VtL  and  thus  the  foondation  of  a  fchsfiii  wv 
laid,  which  lafted  from  competitor  to  competitor  to  the  year 
1417.  The  Florentines^  however,  acknowledjred  Urhtm  (m 
the  true  pope,  and  the  fchifm  k  whoUy  engrofled  the  miadi 
of  the  public,  that  all  farther  thoughtf  of  war  between  the 
^iope  sind  the  Floreriiines  were  dropt. 

Ci'vilM/-      A  STATE  of  tranquility  thtit  fucceediAg,  civS 

fitttionsbt''  29  ufual  arofe  amohgft  the  Florentines.    The  power  of 
^m  at  Flo*  ^jgjji  oflScers,  whom  we  have  called  field-deputies,  bee 
rence.       ^^^  formidable  to  the  nobility,  who  loaded  diem  with 
blame  of  all  that  the  Florentines  had  fiifiered  from  the  ii 
dids  of  the  popes;  and  their  purty  being  veiy  powciful  ia 
the  ftate,   they  renewed   an   softfrd  tll-grooMed  I«w,  hf 
which  the  pofterlty  of  thofip,  who  had  been  profcribed,  WCK 
difqualified  from  any  (hare  In  die  tfia^Mnicy#    Thdr  pio» 
ceedin^  were  attended  with  great  rteour  «id  iftjufltoi  tfri 
admonitions  were  fent  round  to  all  they  jdifliked,  dSchniag 
them  from  their  pofts  in  the  public,  or  difaualifying  ttoa 
from  entering  trpon  any.    This  tyran^ny  ix  laft  becuie  mr 
tolerable,  and  Sthe/ler  Me£^^  or  Medidi  who  Was  then  die 
f onlUonier,  refotving  to  xeftrainic,  prefentied  feme  pro 
to  themagiftiacy  for  that  pnrpoie^  whkhmsetmg  widi  < 
fitioo,  a  general  infurredton  of  the  people  enfaed,  ia  \ 
the  houfes  of  tbofe  who  had  been  the  moft  forward  ia  at* 
ercifing  this  admonitory  law  were  burnt  or.  deftrcnrcd^  and 
their  owners  would  have  undergone  the  iame  bU$  had  they 
not  faved  diemfeKes  by  ftight.    An  end  being  thds  pot  10 
the  admonitory  law,  eighty  ottiKens  were  cWen  to  form  a 
kind  ofiCQurtof  appeal,  to  nedre£i  tfae.grtevaooietofaUwho 
had  (Ufieitpd  by  it.    But  this  triunyh  of  the  popuhoe  mm 
attended  with  fatal  elFcdb  to  the  ftate.    The  lovreft  of  dv 
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nIMe,  tni  men  of  the  oioft  de(jpera(e  fortiiiies,  thought  tbef 
bad  as  good  a  right  as  the  oioft  creditable  citizens  had  t0 
pbeee  in  the  magiftrac7,    and  began  to  form  cabals  and 
n%litly  fUeedAgs,  each  earving  out  the  poft  he  defigned  for 
hSamf  in  thc^  government.     The  prefidents  having  proof  ^fr^>^^ 
of  Ihofe  nightly  meetings  ^  four  of  the  principals  v(^re  oi-ff'^^l^ 
dered  to  be  apprehended^  diat  the  bottom  of  their  defigna  ^^rnment, 
mi^t  be  known.    The  mob  upon  this  took  arms,  and  de- 
tuned that  their  felfews  (hould  be  releafed;  hot  this  not 
being  inmediatcTy  comfdied  with,  they  burnt  down  the  houfe 
of  Luigi  Guicciar^Bnij  who  happened  then  to  be  gonfalonier^ 
as  they  did  the  houfes  of  a  great  many  rich  ctdzehs ;    and 
they  had  even  the  infolence  to  hang,  in  the  fight  of  the  pre* 
fidmts  tbemfelves,  one  of  the  magmratcs,  who  had  been  ac- 
tive in  endeavouring  to  fbppreis  them.    They  then  proceeded 
10  the  palace  of  the  prefidents,  and  other  public  oflkes, 
which  they  broke  open  and  ptundered,  and  forced  the  prefi- 
d^rts  to  refign  their  authorihr,  and  to  return  back  as  private 
own  to  their  own  houfes.    After  this  diljr  emered  the  palace  Nfichael 
ill  triumph,  and  cfaofe  A£cbael  JLdfuKf  one  of  the  meaneft  Landi 
amongft  themfelves,  gonfalonier,  and  thereft  of  the  magiftracy  cbofiugmim 
out  of  their  own  order ;  but  ktmtA  ftill  to  have  fbme  regard /2^<w>. 
ibr  SihfifliT  Midhi^  and  another  knig)it  BtnedUl  Jlberti : 
bat  their  authori^  could  not  prevent  the  goods  of  the  rich 
from  being  plenaered,  the  beft  of  the  citizens  from  being 
<lrtven  into  exile,  and  the  moft  horrid  outrages  from  being 
perpetrated. 

T  «B  Pbi^efttini  hiftorian  ^  on  this  occaQon  indulges  himfelf  ^/V  r^a« 
in  many  very  fenfible  remarks  upon  the  danger  of  magiftrates  ra^Hr^ 
taking  part  with  the  people  in  their  attempts,  forcibly  to  re- 
pdate  even  what  is  amifs  in  a  ftate.  He  obferves,  that  tho* 
^6d!MPwasoneofthe  worthieft  mttiltiFlorenciy  and  tho' the 
adflHMiitory  law  was  deteftable  in  itfelf,  yet  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  repealed  was  the  occafion  of  all  the  public  cala* 
sitities  that  immediately  enfued,  by  giving  the  common  peo- 
ple an  opportunity  of  knowing  their  own  ftrength.  A  kind 
of  mtiaoe,  however^  interpof^  at  this  dilbrderly  jundure  in 
hwur  of  Florewe. 

MICHAEL  LANDI  (A),  the  rebel's  gonfalonier,  tho* 
dK>fim  by  them  for  the  deiperate  ftate  of  hb  fortune,  and  the 

intrc- 

>  AasTiv,  pag.  190.  *  Id.  ibid. 

(A)  Machimoeif  who*  for  par-  tumaUs,  than  perhaps  becones 
dctdar  reaibni  of  his  own*  is  the  dignity  of  fo  great  a  writer 
mw  minute  in  dcficribing  thofe    as  he  was,  tells  us  that  this  very 
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ifitr^i<]ity  of  his  amiu&i  happened  to  be  a.wUe,  iMVthft 
and  brave  man.     He  had  ferved  long  abroad  ;    had  ftudied 
the  nature  both  of  men  and  government ;  and  he  ^ad  ibme- 
what  noble  aod  commanding  in  his  manner  ai)d  perion.    Had 
it  not  been  for  bis  vktuei  thiere  had  now  been  an  end  of  the 
confiituuon  and  governipent  oiFlotei^e^  as  the  ungovernable 
paffion  of  the  people  for  bloody  rapine,  reveng,e5  and  deva- 
ftation  appealed  every  day  to  gather  firength.   LanMftcna  to 
hfive  forefeen  this,  and  endeavoured  to  ftop  its  progceft.    Far 
and  mag'  f^^^  being  daunted  by  the  fury  of  his  countrymen,  he  cha* 
nmtmity.   flj^jj  ii  y^\^  fo  much  dignity  of  behaviour,  that,  defp^ate 
as  tbey  were*  they  durft  not  rcfift  him.     The  mob,  how* 
ever,  retblv^d  to  u^reak  their  rage  upon  the  prefidents,  whofe 
palace  they  befet,  commanding  them  to  come  down  to  thek 
tribunal,  to  pafs  fuch  laws  as  (bould  be  propofed  Co  then, 
and  which  were  in  thcmfelves  deteflabie.    The  prefidents  bad 
forefeen  this  attack,  and  having  barricadoed  their  palace,  they 
anfwered  from  a  windpw,  that  they  were  reiblved  not  to  ap* 
pear  jn  public  till  thtf  rioters  had  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
ibould  attend  them  in  a  refpe£table, manner,  promifingtbcf 
would  then  pafs  fuch  good  laws  as  ^ould  be  legally  pro- 
pofed.    1  he  rioters  perceiving  thofe  prefidents  not  to  be  of 
the  fame  titnid  caft  with  their  predeceilbrs,  departed,  and  in 
a  few  days  after  created  eight  prefidents  of  their  own,  whom 
they  invefted  with  all  the  badges  of  public  power.    It  is  woo* 
derful  to.confider  the  efie<^s  that  even  the  appearance  of 
public  authority  has  upon  the  minds  of  men ;  for  fome  of  cb« 
'        mod  refpe£table  citizens  in  Florence  complied  with  the  mock 
tribunal,  which  went  on  in  the  regular  difpatch  of  bufine&» 
This  acquiefcence  gave  the  ufurpers  fo  much  encouragemeot, 
that  they  ventured  to  fen4  fome  of  their  officers,  and  of  tbek- 
clerks,  to  t^e  legal  prefidents,  demanding  them  to.fwear  to 
tbe  validity  of  their  decrees  and  proceedings.    The  fiormality 
arul  folemnity  with  which  this  demand  was  made,  ftartled  ilie 
prefidents  (o  much,  that  they  were  enclined  to  comply,  when 
the  got\h\oT\\tx Landi^  drawing  his  fword,  cut  one  of  the  meficn* 
gers  acrofs  the  face,  ran  another  thro'  the  body,  and  drove  the 
reft  out  of  the  houfe.     He  had  gone  too  far  to  ftop  there;  he 
fnatched  uptheftandardof  juftice^  carried  It  into  the  flreetinooe 
b;^nd,  with  his  drawn  fword  in  the  other,  and  being  mounted 
on  a  very  fine  horfe,  he  fummoned  all  who  wi(bed  well  to 

extraordinary  perfon,  when  he  comber  of  wool ;   that  he  was 

W^^  elected,  happened  to  have  bare-footed,  and  had  fcaroe  a 

the  (landard  of  juilice  in  his  rag  to  covg:  him. 
^^;  ^ac  by  trade  he  was  ^ 
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Ibeir  country  to  attend  hhn.  Being  toon  forroundeJ  bjr  i 
band  of  brave  wonhy  citizens,  he  refolutely  proceeded  to  the 
place  where  the  mock  tribunal  was  held,  but  found  it  aban- 
doned :  for  the  party,  underftanding  what  treatment  their 
meflengers  had  met  with,  had  taken  arms,  and  were  then 
marching  through  other  quarters  of  the  town,  with  a  defign 
to  attack  the  palace  of  the  prefidents  on  its  weakeft  fide. 
The  gonfalonier  upon  this  returned  to  the  palace,  but  found 
the  avenues  to  it  befet  by  the  Yadion.  That  magiftrate  had  Hefuhthu^ 
kad  the  prefence  of  mind  to  put  every  part  of  the  palace  in  ^^^  rabtdt. 
a  ftate  of  defence  againft  any  popular  attempt  during  his  ab« 
fence,  and  he  attacked  the  rioters  with  fo  much  intrepidity, 
that  diey  were  put  to  (light  and  totally  difperied. 

Xhs  peace  of  the  city  being  thus  reftored,  a  new  magi- 
ftracy  was  regularly  chofen  at  the  ftated  time ;  but  a  law 
pafled  that  from  thenceforth  no  prefident  Ihould  be  chofen  out 
of  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people  \  and  even  two,  who  had 
beoi  eleded,  were  on  that  account  exaudorated,  and  their 
places  fupplied  by  two  knights,  one  of  whom  was  Gregorh 
Sialoy  one  of  the  greateft  citizens  in  Florena^  and  a' pro- 
fefled  enemy  ^  the  admonitory  laws.  Our  hiftorian  ^  informs 
us,  that  the  peace  of  the  city  was  greatly  confirmed  by  pope 
Urban  relieving  it  from  the  interdid  under  which  hb  pre- 
deceflbr  had  laid  it. 

An  elegant  writer  ^  obferves,  that  the  Flortnlines  made  the  RiJUaien. 
fame  figure  at  this  time  in  7/^7^  as  the  Jthimans  had  done  in 
Grnu.  The  fine  arts  appeared  in  no  part  of  Europe  but 
amongft  them  :  and  they  were  by  far  the  moft  refpe^d  people 
in  Itafy,  Their  civil  diflentions,  however  unhappy,  encreafed 
their  courage,  and  added  to  their  experience.  In  matters  of 
teligion,  though  they  profefled  themfelves  votaries  to  the  fee 
oiKome^  they  exercifed  the  independency  that  became  a  free 
people,  and  were,  perhaps,  the  moft  void  of  fuperflition  of 
any  we  read  of  in  hifh)ry.  When  the  pope  touched  upon  the 
firing  of  fovereignty  over  them,  they  a£ted  with  the  fame  fpi- 
rit  againft  him,  as  they  had  done  againft  the  emperors  and 
their  own  tyrants ;  and  what  is  moft  incredible  in  that  bigot* 
ted  age,  his  fulminations  and  interdids  ferved  but  to  en- 
creafe  their  unanimity  in  defpifing  them,  while  in  other 
countries  they  were  dethroning  princes,  and  fubverting  con- 
ftitutions.  Next  to  this  the  great  cbara£ler  of  the  Florentines 
coniifted  in  the  good  faith  with  which  they  fulfilled  all. their 
engagements,  and  in  their  paffion  for  freeing- all  the.  other* 

»>  Aubt.  p.  191.        «.  AnnalesdePEmpire/par  VoLTAiRB' 
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ftatetf  cthafyfn^  tystimy.    Wf  do  tot  pretend  to  %  timfr 
this  paflSon  was  emiitjv  dxfiAtere&ed,  beontle,  as  (he  i^iub*- 
^ni  did  «ffiOttgft  ihe/rate?  of  Grtece^  the  Ftarentiots  riwiyt 
tookthekadttmongftthoTe  of  iirtf^;  bmit  ouglittft  bemen- 
tioited,  to  their  honour^  that  we  hive,  not  vpon  record  mmf 
ad  of  unprovoked  oppr^ion  iliat  tbejr  were  gvihy  of  cowirda 
their  neigh|x>iirs ;  Bor  do  we  kirovv  one  inftanoe  of  their 
infiringicig  the  terms  upon  which  any  people  came  into  tbek 
alliance,  or  under  their  prote^on  (B). 
^at€  of        From  the  foregoing  part  of  this  hiftory^  our  readeiB  wW 
f  lorence.  ^^^  |icrceivc  that  there  exifted  at  this  time  in  Fbrime  three 
different  ranks  of  men,  the  nobles,  the  coinmons,  or  fie- 
beians,  and  the  rabble.    The  former  excelled  in  dighi^  asi4 
riches,  the  fecond  in  ipirit  and  integrity,  and  the  latter  were 
diftinguiflied  by  brutal  force  and  onfteady  counfela^     The 
commons  beheld  with  horror  the  precipice  from  which  th^ 
bad  lately  efcaped,  and  to  which  they  had  been  led  by  Aeir 
too  violent  averfion  to  the  nobility,     j/ntm  and  MaMmMi 
are  very  juAly  pirofufe  tn  tbdr  commendations  of  ASdm4 
Landi^  who,  had  he  pot  been  proof  agamft  adl  ambMoo  and 
difhonefty,  moght  have  ercded  at  this  tinie»  over  his  cpt)ttti7^ 
a  tyranny  worfe  than  any  (be  had  yet  experienced,  nay  worfe 
-  tiian  #hat  fbe  was  threatened  with  by  the  didce  of  AAms. 
]flis  wifdom  was  equal  to  his  integrity.     By  his  ifrfkence  the 
corporations  of  the  meaner  fort  of  people  were  ahnotled,  as 
*  were  all  the  o^kcs  they  b?ul  beftowed,  his  own  and  that  of 
lawU  Puahki  and  fome  others  of  hish  quality^  excepted.  In 
ether  reipeds  the  dMribution  of  puUic  honoars  was  wife  and 
poiidc,  being  divkled  between  the  greater  and  the  iefler  trades^ 
pf  whom  five  of  the  latter  and  four  of  the  former  weae  ^wm 
fo  rt&dp  with  the  magifiracy,  who  were  now  all  nobility,  H| 
fbe  pafaice.    ^his  preference  of  the  lower  trades  had  ^  woftr 

4B)  We  have  hitherto  chkfly  tween  him  and  Jnthfy  m  the 

foUiowed  Jntin  in  this  hiAory,  other  hiftonanf.    But  as  we  are 

|>oth  bea^|i(e  he  was  prior  m  now  come  to  a  period  very  oe^r 

point  of  time^  and  flu>ft  difin-  near  to  that  in  which  the  haStf 

terefled  with  regard  to  h£ts,  of  Medicis  began  to  make  the 

not  to  mention  the  beauty  (^  chief  figure  inFicretui^  MaMm* 

]kis  flile  and  manner.    Macbia-  'veN  information,  as  to  fads^ 

^/ after  him  wrote  indeed  the  maft  be  fuppofed   fuperior  to 

iii1loryofJ^/«rfi!^rip,  but  he  adapt-  that  of  any  other  hiltorian  of 

ed  it  to  die  jonfture  of  time  in  that  age  or  country,  and  there* 

Widdi  he  tived ;  a  confideration  fore  we  mufl  confider  his  hiftory 

to  which  we  ought  to  have  no  as  our  diief  diredorv    to  tlu: 

regard,  efpedsJly  as  there  is  no  year  in  which  it  is  finiAed. 
material  difierencc  in  fadb  be- 
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JkM  tSbSt  in  fettling  tkc  minds  of  the  pooctr  fevt;  bit  it 
laid  the  fauodatioii  of  a  new  diftioaien  in  Fhruuf^  betiweft 
the  popular  and  the  (debeian  fadion.  The  foraier,  confifting 
€)l  the  rich  citisem,  and  tbe  latter  of  the  poorer;  but  Fk^ 
Ttmi  at  this  tioM  lay  under  another  uKonveniency,  which 
maybe  (aid  to  ha?e,faeen  inherent  to  its  conftitution.  Placa- 
Ulity  and  foi^veneb  fonncd  no  part  of  that  people's  charader ; 
and  during  thofe  civil  diflbntions,  which  IdAed  three  years,  a 
great  nupfiber  of -citixens  had  been  driven  into  exile. 

Those  exilea  naturally  united  in  a  body,  aiul,  having  a  ProcuJ^ 
firoi^  party  within  the  city,  diey  became  very  formidable  to  ings  •/  tbt 
the  magiftrxy.'  At  firft  they  rendezvouied  near  SurmMj  and  exiUs. 
they  attempted  to  make  tbemfelves  maflen  of  Fighim^  but 
wese  diiappointed.  After  diis,  part  of  them  entered  into  the 
Service  of  dmrks  of  Dwraxs^  who,  at  the  inftigation  of  pope 
Urkm^  vras  then  malLine  preparatiens  for  a  war  againft  the 
unhappy  Jom  91^^  of  Afirp^i,  becaufe  ihe  adhered  to  his 
rival  CkmiHi.  This  increaied  the  uneafineft  of  the  Fknntiki 
gjovermnent,  as  Cbarh  was  ftrongly  iupported  by  his  kinfman 
the  kine  of  Hw^srj.  The  Fbrtniims^  however,  without 
being  diteorKerted  with  the  difliculties  they  had  to  encounter, 
fent  deputies  to  wait  iqxm  CbarUsy  under  pretence  of  me- 
diating a  peace  between  the  fWrrimf  and  the  G#;ia^;  but,  in 
Dealtty,  to  difcbver  his  ieotiments  sowards  their  ftate.  The 
deputies  were  Strmmw  Barhadorio^  and  Benevenuto.  Having 
difeharsed  their  commiffion,  diey  returned  to  FUrtnct^  where  The  Flo- 
they  dinered  in  their  rjsport,  Strmai  made  light  of  Ch^ln  rentiDe 
andhispowtr;  but  inveighed  bitterly  againft  the  exiles.  Bar- amhaffm- 
M$ri0  was  of  a  dtflereot  opinion  as  toC&iri2rraDd  hisviews;^^  ^*ff^- 
but  fiud  he  had  not  given  himielf  the  trouble  to  enquire  aught 
;dK>ut  the  exiles,  fmich  brought  him  into  a  fufptcion  of  .ft- 
voorine  them.  Gimua%$  of  SaUmo  was  then  lieutenant- 
genenJ  to  CharUs  in  Itafy^  and,  a&mbling  all  the  Fknmim 
exiles,  he  made  diipofitKNU  for  iMrching  from  B$Ugna  to 
fkrmu.  The  magiftmcy  theic  being  informed  of  this  fad, 
^soA  that  a  great  party  within  the  city  was  ready  to  receive 
kirn,  the  vrfiole  ftate  was  thrown  into  oonfufion.  The  in- 
foraier  was  ito#mtf  count  of  Bn;/^',  a  man  of  very  bad -prin- 
ciples ;  and  he  named  amongft  the  confpirators  fome  of  the 
greateft  nobility,  particularly  Peter  AUizi^  Charles  Stozzi^ 
Ct^riam  Mrngson^  Giacmio  Saccbettij  DmiaH  Barhadm$^  Pbi* 
Up  Strizzit  and  Jobn  Anfebm.  Albizi  was  then  the  moft  re- 
fpeded  citizen  w  Flomtci^  and  was  living  upon  his  own  eftate 
fn  the  country,  where  the  Florentine  ibkliers  feized  him. 
Though  bis  tenants  could  eafily  have  refcued  him,  yet  fo  con- 
gous was  he  of  bis  own  innoccnce>  that  he  commanded  them 
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td  defift,  and  went  along  with  his  gaards.  CarhStr$zzi  aloflO' 
efcaped ;  and,  to  increafe  the  terror  of  the  citizens,  new  levies 
of  troops  were  made;  and  four  pcrfonsfA),of  whom  Thomas 
Strazzi  and  Benmt  Merti  are  only  named,  were  appointed, 
with  a  kind  of  dictatorial  power,  to  command  the  army  and 
militia,  and  to  take  care  that  the  ftate  (hould  receive  no  pre- 
Many  no-  judice.  The  trials  of  the  illufVrious  prifoners  then  came  on, 
^Ifs  inno-  and  all  the  horrors  of  a  too  democratical  government  appeared 
tentlyput  Jn  their  ftrongeft  colours^  The  judge,  whofe  name  we  know 
t9  death,  n^^^  appointed  to  try  them,  acquitted  them,  even  of  the 
fufjpicion  of  treafon ;  hut  fuch  was  the  fury  of  the  mqb,  that, 
befetting  the  tribunal,  they  would  have  torn  him  to  pieces, 
had  he  nof  found  them  guUty  \  and  ^hey  were  accordingly  put 
to  death.  The  mob.  then  laid  down  their  arms,  and  each 
returned  to  his  own  home,  fiut  they  (bon  refumed  them,' 
when  the  time  for  the  ele^on  of  new  prefidents  approached. 
The  Florentine  hiilorians  very  juftly  bewail  the  ftate  of  their 
country  at  this  time.  They  who  prefided  in  the  government 
were  confcious  that  they  had  been  guilty  of  murdering  the 
nobleft  arid  mod  innocent  perfons  of  the  ftate,  and  trembled 
at  the  confequences.  Then  they  added  crime  to  crime  for 
their  own  fecurity.  They  admoniftied  or  banifti^d  all  whom 
they  fufpedled ;  and  every  law  they  could  devife  was  pafled- 
for  their  indemnification,  and  the  continuance  of  then*  power. 
At  Uft,  by  the  advice  6f  the  council  of  four,  that  has  been 
already  mentioned,  forty-fix  magiftrates  were  created  %  who,' 
with  the  prefidents,  and  the  other  magiftrates,  were  to  purge 
the  ftate  of  all  difaiFeiSed  perfons,  and  to  fettle  the  govern- 
ment as  they  thought  proper.  This  new  council  made  full 
ufe  of  their  powers.  They  admoniftied,  that  is,  they  dtfqua- 
lifted  thirty-fix  citizens  :  they  reduced  twenty  noble  famiKes 
to  the  rank  of  plebeians,  and  raifed  twenty  plebeian  to  that 
of  nobility ;  befides  enafiing  many  fevere  laws  againft  the  un- 
fortunate exiles ;  and,  to  render  their  power  as  ftable  as  poffible, 
they  made  Sir  John  Hawkwo&d  general  of  all  the  troops  of 
the  republic. 
Charks  ef  ABOUT  this  time,  Gianazza  of  Salerno  enrolled  in  the  fer- 
Darazzo  vice  of  his  mafter  Charles  of  Durazzo,  all  the  Florentine 
patronizes  exiles ;  and  feemed  to  make  difpofitions  for  befieging  Floryence 
the  exiles,  jjfgjf  yfy^  ^  ^\t2X  army  of  Italians^  Germans^  and  Hungarians. 
He  fell  fiift  into  the  Sienne/e^  and  then  into  the  Pifaa  terri* 

*  Machiavel,  book  ill. 

(  A  )  Machiavel   fays    only    though   two  of-  them  were  of 
two ;  but  Aretin  mentions  four,     the  dregs  of  the  people. 

tory, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


ne  Htftorj  of  Florence;  '%$$ 

totft  and  both  gave  bim  a  fiim  oC  money,  to  prevent  their 
betog  ravaged.  Gianazzo  then  approached  Fl^nuty  which, 
likewife  fought  to  buy  its  peace,  Hawkwood  being  not  yet 
arrived  ;  but  Gianazzo  rejefied  jdl  pecuniary  oilers,  and  in- 
fifted  upon  the  exiles  re-admiflion  into  the  city.  This  de- 
mand was.  not  complied  with  \  and  the  Florentines^  having 
fent  an  expreis  for  Hawkwood^  put  their  city  in  a  pofture  of 
defence.  It  appear^s,  that  neither  Charles  nor  bis  lieutenant- 
general  had  any  real  defign  upon  the  Florentines^  farther  than 
to  keep  them  neup'al  in  the  quarrel 'between  him  zxAyoan 
queen  of  Naples^  whom  he  intended  to  dethrone.  Gianazzo^ 
however,  marched  within  nine  miles  of  Florence  \  but  Hawk^ 
ivoiidy  by  this  time  having  entered  upon  his  command,  foon 
checked  his  progrefs,  and  obliged  him  to  retire.  Charles  of 
Durazzo  was  now  returned  from  Hungary  to  Italy ^  and  was 
yery  eameft  in  foliciting  the  friendship  of  the  Florentines^  who 
declined  taking  any  concern  in  the  quarrel  between  him  and 
the  queen  of  Naples*  Charles  knew  the  vaft  influence  the 
Fhreutines  had  in  the  affairs  of  Italy ;  and  taking  advantage 
of  fome  domeilic  difientions  at  Arezzo^  he  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  that  city.  This  near  neighbourhood  to  Florence^ 
occafioned  many  hoftilities  between  his  troops  and  the  Flo^ 
reniinesy  .and  he  continued  to  take  into  his  pay  all  the  Florentine 
exiles,  who  were  fo  iofolent,  that  they  put  to  death  one  of 
the  deputies  fent  from  Florence  to  Charles,  This  increafed  the 
refentment  of  the  Florentines  both  againft  the  exiles  and 
Qharks* 

At  laft  Hawkwood  Was  ordered  to  take  the  field,  which  ^«wk- 
be  did  with  fo  much  fpirit,  that  he  checked  the  progrefs  of  ^jf Jf^ 
Charles,  who  fent  ambafTadors  to  Florence  to  folicit  its  friend-  ^^fi^* 
(hip.     He  even  pretended,  that  the  Florentines  had  made  him 
a  promife  of  aifiibnce.     The  Florentines  received  the  embafly 
with  great  politenefs ;  but  obferved,  that  their  promife  was 
upon  a  condition  which  had  been  rejeded  by  his  coufin  the 
king  of  Hungary y  and  therefore  was  no  longer  binding :  they, 
however,  made  him  a  prefent  of  forty  thou(and  ducats,  on 
condition  that  their  territory  (hould  not  be  molefted  by  hia 
troops^    Upon  this,  Charles  returned  to  Arezzo,  where  he 
made  an  apology  to  the  Florentine  exiles  for  being  at  that 
time  obliged  to  drop  their  caufe,  on  account  of  his  expedi^ 
tion  againft  Naples,    From  thence  he  moved  to  Rome^  where    A.  D« 
he  was  moft  kindly  received  by popeL/r^^;!;  and  at  laft  he  made     ijBu 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,   and  the  perfon  of 
the  unhappy  queen  Joan,  whom  he  put  to  death. 

The  Florentines  were  the  more  alarmed  at  his  fuccefs,  as 
{bey  knew  that  all  the  hopes  of  their  exiles  depended  on  him. 

They 
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They  rerolved,  however,  if  poAbie,  to  keep  wdl  with  tuniy 
and  lent  him  adeputttbn,  at  the  head  of  wQich  were  Robertm 
jtUobrandini  and  Btin»$  Covonio^  to  congratulate  faim  on  hb. 
acceffion  to  his  kingdom.  He  received  them  with  ieemiiig 
friendfhip ;  and,  upon  their  return  Co  FUritui<^  ^  jealoofy  <7 
the  ftate  towards  Charles  was  ibmewhat  allayed.  About  this 
time  the  Gibelln  fadion  regained  their  afcendency  at  Arnxo  ; 
but  were  foon  diipoflefled,  and  all  that  territorjr  was  for  fix  or 
feven  months  filled  with  civil  conmotions. 
Ninutrow  FLORENCE  had  now,  in  h&j  nothing  to  fear  but 
hits  fVFlo-  £aaion,  and  that  foon  hiafted  all  the  benefits  ihe  enjoyed 
rciicc.  £rQm  peace.  Every  day  produced  new  plots  againft  the  gs- 
vernmcnt;  and  the  wifer  and  nobler  part  of  the  citizens  chofe 
to  live  retired  and  private,  rather  than  to  enjoy  the  higbcft 
preferments  in  the  ftate.  Two  nobleaien  of  {treat  rank  and 
family,  Gt^rgi  ScaUy  and  Th§mas  Strnxi^  had  difcovered  a 
new  path  to  power,  by  declaring  themfelves  the  patrons  of 
the  plebeians.  TIm^  were  atcoided  by  guards,  and  their 
pcoceedings  againft  their  fcllow  cttiieos  were  unjuft  and  arbi- 
trary ;  nor  was  any  fufajed  in  the  ftate  fafe,  if  they  had  con- 
cewMl  umbrage  againft  him.  One  JobnOmAioy  a  citizen  of 
note,  was  by  one  of  their  fpies  or  guards  accufed  «  of  defignt 
againft  the  ftate.  The  cbaige  was  found  to  be  malicious  and 
groondlefi ;  and  the  judge,  who  had  cognizance  of  it,  was 
inclined  to  have  put  the  accufer  to  death,  when  the  two  dema* 
gogucf ,  his  patrons,  refcued  him  out  of  cuftody,  and  would 
have  killed  the  judge,  could  they  have  found  him;  but  be(B) 
retired  to  the  palace  of  the  prefidents,  where  he  laid  open 
the  danger  of  the  city  from  the  excei&ve  power  of  thofe  ty* 
rams,  and  offered  to  refign  his  office. 
Scali  put  The  magiftrates,  fenhble  of  the  public  danger,  inftantly 
to  diaih,  reMved  to  feize  that  opportunity,  and  to  free  thdr  countff 
from  the  power  of  its  two  tyrants.  The  houfe  of  the  judge» 
or  gonfalonier,  had  been  plundered.  They  counfelled  him 
to  remain  in  his  ofiicc,  and  promtied  to  indemnify  him  for  all 
his  lofies.  After  this  they  fell  into  ferious  confultadons 
amongft  themfelves,  and  determined  to  a&  up  to  the  dignity 
of  govemmenr. '  They  placed  guards  about  their  palace, 
and  feot  a  party  to  arreft  Giorgt  §ca%  who  had  been  the  moft 
adive  in  the  late  refcue.  His  infolence,  and  that  of  Str^xzf^ 
had  by  this  time  made  both  of  them  obnoxious,  even  to  the 

*  Aretin.  pag.  197. 

(B)  The  whole  of  this  in-    BitgiffitnnfJtai^onofMiciiavePs 
cident  is  mifreprefented  in  the    Hi&Qry  of  floriiict* 
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^dzen^  vhom  tbcy  patronised ;  and  fo  fickle  is  popular  fa- 
VDur,  that  Scali  was  apprehended  without  the  leaft  reiiftanoe^ 
2K>ne  of  his  numerous  attendants  daring  to  oppofe,  and 
Sirczsai  made  bis  eftape.  All  of  a  fudden  the  people  de« 
.  nianded  juftice  upon  their  late  tyrants,  whom  thev  execrated. 
ScaC^  the  very  day  after  his  apprehcnfion,  was  puDltcly  put  to 
deaths  and  fome  of  bis  dependents  were  torn  in  pieces  by  the 
enraged  multitude.  The  ftatc  of  Flortnci  was  now  in  a  criti- 
cal muadon ;  for  the  commonalty,  always  in  extremes,  pro- 
ceed to  violences  which  threatened  the  deftruSion  of  the 
city.  The  admirable  witdom  of  the  prefidents  interpofed. 
Tney  knew  their  countrymen  would  cool,  if  they  had  I)ut  / 

leifuce;  and  thc^  fummoned  feveral  public  conventions^  or 
a&mblics,  to  give  them  time  for  recolle£lion.  The  event 
was^  that  after  fome  of  the  inftnimentsof  the  late  democraor 
bad  been  brought  to  condign  puniihment,  one  hundred  citi- 
sens  were  cfaofen  for  reforming  or  obviating  all  the  maladies 
of  the  ftate.  The  ftandard  of  juftice  was  then  produced, 
and  a  perambulation  was  performed  by  the  new  magiftrates, 
with  it  in  front,  all  over  the  city,  whidi  pai&d  with  great 
tranquility  and  public  approbation.  After  this,  many  of  the 
popular  laws  againfl  the  nobles  were  refdnded,  and  gteat 
numbers  of  captives  were  freed  from  prifon ;  fo  that  there 
v^s  a  general  expeftation  that  all  the  exiles  would  be  re- 
ftored.  la  the  mean  while»  two  new  companies  of  trades, 
Ivhich  had  been  ere^d  out  of  the  (cum  of  the  people,  were 
mbdifhed,  by  which  all  the  others  were  reduced  to  the  luun- 
ber  of  twenty HDne. 

The  Niop^itan  party  of  Cbarles  of  Durnzzo  took  advan-  Hawk- 
tage  of  the  un&ttkd  fituation  of  affairs  in  Florence^  and  moved  wood  0^ 
^m  jfre&zo  to  Marckdi^  to  the  number  of  three  thouiand/C/^'  '^^ 
five  hundred.     Upon  this,  Hawkwood  was  difpatched  with  ^^P^ 
ibme  troops  to  obferve  their  motions,  and  be  encamped  in  ^f  ^^ 
their  fight ;  bur,  not  ftanding  a  battle,  they  were  purfued  by^^ 
Hawkwood  into  the  jfrezsaian  territory.    All  this  while,  mat- 
ters were  in  fo  violent  an  agitation  in  Fknria^  that  it  can 
Scarcely  be  faid,  with  propriety,  that  any  form  of  government 
exified  there.    Every  day  produced  skirmiihes,  fometimes  be- 
tween the  old  and  new  nobility,  fometimes  between  die  pie-  x 
tcians  and  the  more  wealthy  citizens.     The  exiles,  without 
leave,  returned,  being  fure  of  protedion  from  one  or  the 
<>ther  party.     At  laft,  the'party  of  the  nobili^  prevailed.    Ail 
the  upftart  corporations  were  difonfranchifed  ;   the  Guslphs 
avere  reftored  to  all  their  honours  and  dignities;  die  plebeians 
ivere  reduced  to  a  third  fliare  of  the  government,  and  rsn- 
4ert4  incapable  of  fuccetding  to  certain  high  po(b,  parttsu* 

larly 

# 

.  Digitized  by  LjOCK?IC 


-15*  Th  TJiftory  of  Florence: 

larly  that  of  gonfaloiuer  \  and  all  who  had  been  exiled  hnt€ 
the  time   that  Silvefter  Medici  was  in  that  port,   were  re- 
admitted into  the  ftate. 
^yranm  of     It  is  often  the  misfortune  of  popular  governments,  that 
/^f^Z/f/..  they  carry  every  thing  to  extremes.    The  nobles  of  FUtei^ce^ 
tiKiw  prevailing,  carried  matters  with  as  high  a  hand  as  the 
^       plebeians  had  done  before.     All  the  friends  of  the  aticre^t 
conilitu»on,  that  is,  of  the  moft  creditable  commons,  now 
-fuffeced  a  kind  of  profcription ;   and  even  '  the  great  fervices 
which  Michael  Landi  bad  done  his  country,  could  not  fcreen 
bim  from  the  rage  of  his  enemies.     The  wifer  and  better 
part  of  the  cidzens  difliked  this  fudden  revolution  of  power; 
and  fome,,  amongft  whom  was  George  JIberti,  a  great  noble- 
man, exclaimed  againft  k;  ivhich  made  the  ruling  party 
refolve,  if  pofHble,  to  ruin  him.      While  matters  were  in 
A.  D.    this  untowardly  (ituation  at  home,  the  Florentines  received  an 
1332,    alarm  from  abroad,  that  Lewis  of  Jnjou  was  marching,  tfs 
the  adopted  fon  of  queen  jfoan  of  N^ples^  to  drive  Char  Us  of 
Durazzo  out  of  Italy.    The  Florentines^  having  no  reafon  to 
expe<S  any  favour  from  the  French^  Aood  on  their  guard,  and 
invited  all  the  ftates  of  Tufcany  to  unite'  with  them  againft 
Lewis^  in  cafe  he  ihould  make  any  attempt  in  his  march  on 
their  liberties.     Perhaps  their  precautions  at  this  time  faved 
them.     All  that  Lewis  did  -was  to  require  them  to  obferve  a 
llri£t  neutrality ;  and  Charles  of  Durazzo<i  now  king  of  Nth- 

{iles^  did  the  fame.  The  Florentines  at  this  time  held  the  baU 
adce  of  power  in  Italy^  being  courted  by  four  great  princes, 
to  wit,  pope  [/rAfl«,  the  diike  of  Anjouy  the  king  of  Naples^ 
and  the  king  of  Hungary.  Their  own  inclinations  led  them 
to  fide  with  pope  Urban  and  the  king  of  Naples  \  but  they 
prudently  duck  to  their  neutrality ;  and,  having  prevailed  on 
the  other  7i(/?tf«  ftates  to  join  in  thepropofed  conf^racy, 
they  gave  good  words  to  all,  but  declared  for  none.  The 
Boiognefe^  who  had  come  into  the  general  alliance,  were  ap» 
prehenfive  that  Lewis  defigned  to  feize  their  city ;  but  the 
Florentines  aded  towards  them  with  fo  much  honour  and  firm* 
nefs,  that  they  remained  unmolefled.  Liw'is  had  entered 
Italy  at  the  head  of  a  vaft  army  \  and  being  joined  by  all  the 
friends  of  queen  ^oan^  bis  party  was  very  powerful.  Pope 
TJrban^  next  to  the  king  of  Naples^  had  the  moft  to  fear  from 
the  French ;  and  he  earneftly  applied  to  the  Florentines  for 
money  to  defend  himfelf,  his  folicitation  being  backed  by  the 
king  of  Naples.  This  requeft  could  not  be  granted  confidently 
with  the  neutrality  the  Florentines  had  embraced  ;  and  yet 
they  thought  it  neceflary  to  prevent  the  French  from  getting 
footing  in  lialy^    They  therefore  privately  fuppHcd  Hawk- 
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«iiM<{'wkh  the  money  the  pope  had  requefted  ;  and  he,  pay** 
ing  his  foldiers  with  it,  went  into  the  iervice  of  his  holinefs^ 
to  the  great  joy  of  Charles^  and  the  difpleafure  of  Lewis, 

The  Fnnch  now  faw  that  the  fcii  fentiments  of  the  Flo*  The  FIo- 
rmtims  were  bent  againft  them,  and  Lgwis  applied  to  the  rentines 
Fr4nch  king  for  a  <;onfiicatipn  of  ail  the  efteAs  of  t|?c  FlormJ^^^ 
^es  in  his  country.     This  fitrved  only-ta  unite  them  more  <^harles  cf 
ilri£Hy  with  CharieSy  v/hov/siB  ftill  in  -poffeflton  of  yfrezzok^^^^^^' 
The  Florentines^  difliking  fuch  a  neighbourhood,  would  wil* 
lingly  have  regained  that  city ;  and  fome  fteps  were  concerted 
for  that  purppfe,  but  not  executed^  the  Neapoll fan  governor^ 
inftrudions  not  being  fikfiiciendy  clear  on  that  head.     The 
Florentines f  however,  took  pofleffion  of  inany  fortrefles  in  the 
^rezzian  territory  j  but  avoided  giving  the  fmalleft  umbrage 
CO  Charles,  who  about  this  time  fucceeded  to  the  kingdom  oi 
Hwigary*  •*     '    '  ^ 

This  year  the  Florentines  bad  a  difference  at  once  ^t^  Their dif' 
the  Genoefe  and  the  Venetians ;   but  upon  very  di^rent  ^ie^ftrence 
counts.    At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war  between  thofe  twoftates^  ^itb  the 
the  Florentines  became  futeiies  for  the  payment  of  one  bun*  Venetians 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  ducats,  in  cafe  the  ifland  of  Tern-  ^^^  Ge- 
dos  was  not  delivered  to  the  Genoefi%    and  no  fuch  delivery  **^^» 
being  performed,  the  Genoefe  made  a  de;mand  upon  the  Flo^ 
rentines  for  the  money,  which  obliged  the  ktter  to  apply  to 
the  Venetians  for  their  indemnification.     The  Vemtians  pre- 
tended, that  the  governor  of  the  ifland  alone  was  to  blame^ 
and  that  they  were  ready  to  deliver  it  up.     We  are  not  told 
in  what  manner  this  amiir  was  compromifed ;  but  it  is  pro- 
bable the  prudence  of  the  Florentines  extricated  them  from  the 
4iiff  culty ;  for  they  lived  in  harmony  with  both  ftates. 

A  SEVERE  peliitence  now  broke  out  in  Florence,  which 
drove  moflof  the  inhabitants  imo  the  country^  The  govern- 
ment became  apprtfhenfive,  that  the  plebeian  fa£tion  might 
take  advantage  of  this  depopulation  to  refume  its  power,  and 
many  laws  were  pafTed  for  detaining  the  inhabitants  within 
the  city :  but  the  peftilence  being  more  dreadful  than  the 
penalty  of  the  law,  it  was  in  a  manner  abandoned  i  and  all 
public  offices  being  fhut  up,  fcarcely  any  thing  was  tranfaded 
worthy  of  mention  in  hiftory.  Next  year  a  Arong  reinfbrce- 
nfent  came  to  the  duke  of  Anjou  from  France  \  and,  in  their 
pafTage  to  Naples,  xhey  endeavoured  to.  make  themfeives  maf- 
ters  oi  Jrezzo,  by  the  affiftance  of  fome  of  the  banifbed  jtre%^ 
zians.  They  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  feize  the  city  -,  but  could  Siege  of 
not  matter  the  citadel.  This  news  fpread  conflematipn  Arezzo; 
amongfl  the  Florentines ;  but  they  were  fomewhat  comforted 
by  receiving  certain  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Lewis  of  jfn- 
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jMj  which  they  cotximunicatffd  to  the  Frgm^  without  (hum 
believed.  The  fiege  of  the  citadel  of  Jmaao  wat  continued 
with  more  fury  than  ever  )  but  the  Frgneh^  being  convinced 
that  the  duke  of  Anjou  waa  deadf  intire ly  changed  Sieir  fyftem, 
and,  after  forae  ncgociatifig,  they  fold  AnviSBa  to  the  PbreBh- 
tines ;  upon  which  the  garriibn  gladly  capitubted^  and  dma 
FUnnce  again  became  miftreis  of  that  city«  This  acquiGtioa 
occafioned  fiich  joy  in  FUnncey  chat  public  diverficms  wertf 
celebrated  on  that  account.  The  Florgntinis  then  poi&fled 
Ihemfelvf  s  fA  thejfntauan  territory,  and  of  the  fortreiE»i  which 
were  held  by  the  fons  of  Sac»f  their  ancient  tyrant.  But  8 
Of  eat  revolution  now  took  place  in  Italy. 
Grm  JOHN  VISCONTU  the  fon  of  Galsnx$^  %  young 

/'''u^  ff  man  of  diiguifed  a«bitioo»  had  now  thrown  off  the  ma^^ 
thereof  ^j^^  had  deprived  hia  uncle  Btamah  of  his  life  and  the  pria- 
**^*"*  cipality  of  Milan.  The  Flonntina^  who  had  rather  dmderf 
than  loved  Bamahf  at  iirft  bebeM  bis  fiite  with  indifference; 
but  afterwards  they  began  to  think  that  the  young  GaUasMA 
power  was  too  formidablei  In  order  to  check  him»  the  Fb^ 
rgntims  did  ail  they  could  to  teoew  their  uaiott  with  the  other 
ftates  of  Tufianyj  In  the  ttiean  whilei  Charks^  king  of  N0phi 
and  Hungary^  died*  to  the  great  mortHication  of  Fkrenci.  A 
di&rence  arofe  between  the  prince  of  Urbin$  and  the  duke  cf 
Gaetta^  which  x\\t FbrMinn  endeavoul'ed  to  make  up;  hoi 
the  prince  of  Urbino  having,  in  defiance  of  the  fUrgntm  me- 
diation*  made  himblf  mafter  of  his  antagonift*s  perfiHi,  the 
Fl^entims  declared  war  againft  him ;  and  carried  it  00  iMtU 
fo  much  fuccefs,  that  he  was  at  laft  reduc^  to  r^a(0a.  Thi^ 
year  the  FkretiiinMS  Itkeiwife  recovered  Licianot  a  towd  in  the 
Arezziaa  territory,  that  had  for  fome  time  been  in  the  pot 
A.  D.  feffion  of  the  Siennefe.  About  the  year  1386^  pope  tMaM 
1386.  eame  from  Gen^a  to  Ltuca,  whejre  he  hegan  to  raife  foldieia^ 
to  the  vaft  terror  of  the  Tnjian  ftates^  who  held  the  papal 
tyranny  in  the  utmoft  deteflatiofi :  all  but  Pirkgia  fobmitted 
jcfelf  to  hi)  powers  Tht  Fhnntinis^  \ti  vain^  exhorted  thd 
Pirugians  to  ffa&d  by  their  libertiet»  and  demoli/becla  gft^i 
number  of  fortitffes  towards  the  foot  of  the  Appnrnimsi  which 
they  could  not  tnaintaini  left  they  (hould  be  ieized  bv  thek 
enemies.  Thofe  fortreifo  beloneed  to  the  family  of  VbMimi 
the  head  of  whom,  Jehn  Axa^y  begio  oow  to  osake  \W9i 
figure  in  Itafy^  and  was  dreaded  l^  the  Fkrintinit»  ll|ofe 
eomtnotioiA  did  not  divert  the  attentioo  of  the  Fhrmiiw 
from  their  domeftic  conoems ;  for  we  are  told,  that  this  ye^r 
the  atsea  belbm  their  public  palace  Was  eftlarg^  and  beaiih 
tified. 
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Civil  diffentlons  fucceeded.     The  yflberti  family  was  now  Albert! 
the  moft    powerful  in  Florence^  and  BeneiiSi  Alberti  was  its  hanUhtd. 
head.     He  had  been  elected  gonfalonier  of  the  city  compa- 
nies ;    and    his  fon  Magaloti^  a.  fprightly  young  nobleman, 
had  been  chofen  gonfalonier  of  juilice  ;  fo  that  the  two  prin- 
cipal pofts  in  the  flare  were  vefted  in  one  family.     The  other 
magiftrates  voted  Magaloti  incapable  of  the'  office  to  which 
he  had  been  chofen,  on  account  of  bis  youth ;  and  fubftituted 
Bardo  Mamini  in  his  place.     Not  contented  with  this,  they 
banilhed  Benedi^  Alberti  out  of  Florence \  a  difgrace  which 
he  bore  with  vafl  magnanimity.     His  banifhment  was  fol- 
lowed by  numberlefs  ads  of  injuflice  infli(^e;d  upon  his  friends 
and  family.     The  fear  of  Galeazxo  of  Milan  now  engrpfled 
the  attention  of  Florence.     He  was  encouraged  by  the  civil 
diflentions  of  the  citizens,   and  by  his  own  pood  fortune,    ' 
which  had  already  rendered  him  matter  of  Verona  and  Vicen- 
2»,  to  attempt  the  maftery  likewifeof  all  Tufcany.     The  Flo^ 
rtntines  oppofed  him  ;  but  the  Siennefe  were  inclined  to  fub- 
mit  to  his  power.     The  people  of  Cortona  were  then  under 
the  protedion  of  the  Siennefe ;  but  perceiving  their  inclina- 
tions for  Galeazxo^  they  applied  to  the  Florentines^  who  were 
fo  generous  as  torefufc  the  government  of  their  cityj  but 
few  them  fome  troops  to  prote<5l  their  independency.     This 
exafperated  the  Siennefe  fo  much,  that  they  privately  treated 
with  Gakazzo  about  the  furrender  of  their  city  to  him.     Gio-  Danger  of 
V4fnni  Ricciy  a  noble  Florentine^   endeavoured    to   rouze  his  Florence, 
countrymen  to  a  fenfe  of  their  danger,  by  painting  Galeazxo 
in  his  true  colours,  and  laying  open  at  once  his  power  and 
aiobition.   He  then  advifed  them  to  enter  into  a  league  with 
the  Bolognefi^  and  as  many  of  the  Tufcan  ftates  as  they  could 
fcriog  over  to  the  party  of  freedom  and  independency,  and 
even  to  (blicit  afiiftance  from  the  French^  who,  he  faid,  were 
undoubtedly  uncafy  at  the  great  power  of  Galeazzo  in  Italy. 
Above  all,  he  counfelled  ihem  to  make  new  levies,  and  to  be 
upon  their  guard  at  home.^   Rij:ci's  fpcech  was  approved  of, 
and  his  countrymen  followed  his  advice,  as  far  as  it  was  prac- 
ticable.    Even  the  Siennefe  now  made  fome  overtures  for  re- 
newing their  ancient  league  with  Florence',  and  fome  mea- 
fures  were  taken  for  carrying  the  war  into  Lombardyt  and  for 
tcfcuing  Pavia,  then  befieged  by  Galeazzo.    But  that  fchem^ 
was  too  great  for  the  pow'er  of  the  confederates,  and  came  to 
nothing  -,  fo  that  Pavia  fell  into  Galeazzo's  hands. 

This  did  not  p'^evcnt  the  negociaiion  from  going  forward 
between  the  Florentines  and  the  Siennefe  \  but  it  was  thwarted 
^yGaUazzo^  who  fought  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  Polenza. 
The  Polenzans  were  then  under  the  protefiionof  the  Siennefe  % 
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but  having  an  infuperslble  averfion  to  GaUazzBy  they  ofi^fed  to 
admit  a  Florentine  garrifon  into  their  city.     Thtf  fhrentina 
did  not  readily  comply  with  thb  prbpofal,  being  afraid  of  dif- 
obliging  the  Siennefe ;  but  the  Polenxan  deputies  formally  came 
before  the  magiftrates  of  Florence^  when  they  were  aflembled 
in  their  town-houfe,  and  demanded  that  Polenza  (hould  be 
enrolled  in  their  public  inventory,  as  part  of  the  FUrentim 
property,  which  was  accordingly  done ;  and  thereby  PeUnxa 
being  annexed  to  the  dominion  of  Florenfe,  could  not  be  fepa- 
rated  from  it  without  confent  of  the  people.     This  enrolment 
highly  difgufted  the  Siennefe^  who  now  courted  tbe  friendQiip 
of  Galeazzo^  and  complaint  that  the  Florentines  had  cheated 
ihcm  out  of  a  city. 
Courage         This  neither  difcouraged  nor  difconcerted  the  Florentines, 
and  coft'    Th^y  entered  into  an  alliance  with  Bamako's  foo,  and  y/m^ 
ftoMcy  of    nio  prince  of  Verona^  who  had  both  of  them  been  difpofleftd 
/i^Floren*  by  GaleaTx^o.    He,  on  the  other  iiand,  complained  that  the 
lines.         Florentines  foftered  and  fupported  hb  enemies,  and  drove  all 
the  natives  of  Florence  out  of  his  (tominions ;  while  the  Fh* 
rentinesj  with  a  magnanimity  peculiar  to  a  free  flatc,  made 
Open  proclamation,  inviting  all  GaUazzo*s  fulgeSs  to  refide 
in  their  city  and  territory.    At  the  fatne  time  they  fent  am- 
balTadors  to  France j  to  make  a  league  with  xYit  French  king; 
and  ordered  their  general  Hawkwood  to  march  to  Lowbardf^ 
to  the  aififtance  of  Bamabo's  fon  and  his  party. 
Peace  con--      PETER  GAMBACVRTA  was  then  the  leading 
cludedi       man  at  Pija^  but  a  ftrong  advocate  for  peace.     His  autho- 
rity in  Tufcany  was  fo  great,  that  the  ftates  of  Mthm^  Fbrtnu, 
Sienna^  and  Perugia^  entered  into  a  league  at  Tifa,    It  was 
at  this  time  that  pope  Urban  VI.  died,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Boniface^  though  the  fchifm  in  the  popedom  fiill  continued. 
It  ioon  appeared  that  Galeazzo  had  entered  into  the  Pifim 
league,  which  was  to  laft  three  years,  for  private  ends  of  his 
own.    His  great  view  was  againft  Florence ;  hut  to  keep  die 
other  parties  of  the  Confederacy  either  upon  his  fide  orneutral, 
he  took  occafion  to  upbraid   the  Florentines  with  a  defign 
againft  his  life,  and  mentioned  the  public  fpeech  Rices  bad 
made  as  a  proof  of  bis  allegation.    He  then  drove  all  the 
Florentines  .out  of  his  dominion^.    They,  on  the  other  hand» 
not  bearing  to  be  branded  with  fuch  a  calumny,  wrote  to  the 
ftates  of  f'^nice^  Genoa^  and  Pifa^  to  clear  themfelves,  and  to 
lay  open  Galeazzo'^  wicked  purpofes.    Thb  incident  difcoo- 
but  broken,  certed  the  league,  and  the  Sienmeji  and  Perugians  refuied  to 
ratify  it.     The  Florentines^  upon  this,  applied  to  Gambacurt^^ 
who,  having  been  ftncere  in  all  his  proceedings,  offered  to  go 
in  perfon  to  Galeazzo  i  but  was  dilfuaded  by  the  Florentines^ 
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for  fear  the  latter  fhould  take  advantage  of  Gambacuria^s  ab- 
fehcc  to  (ci'Zj&Pifa,  The  Florentines  drove  to  renew  their 
league  with  the  Siennefe  and  the  Perugians^  and  offerdd  even 
to  refign  Polenza  to  the  former ;  but  they  proved  quite  in- 
tradable,  complaining,  that  their  deputies  had  been  forced 
bySir%A»  Hawkwooa  lo  enter  into  the  Pifan  confederacy. 
The  PerMgianSy  in  like  manner,  coniplained  that  the  Floren- 
tines  had  harboured  and  entertained  their  exiles,  and  that 
th^had  endeavoured  to  (educe  fome  of  their  towns. 

The  Plarentines  had  ordered  deputies  to  repair  to  France^ 
asiiiVcf  had  advifed  them ;  but  they  were  intercepted,  and  de- 
tained by  Galeazzo.  The  French  king,  however,  hearing  of 
this,  fent  ambailadors  to  the  Floreniinesy  offering  to  take  them 
into  his  protection  upon  two  conditions.  The  firft  was,  that 
they  fliould  acknowledge  the  authority  of  pope  Climent  \  and 
the  other,  that  they  £ould  pay  him  an  annual  fum  for  his 
procedion. 

Though  the  Florentines  were  upon  the  eve  of  a  war  with  ^' 
the  moft  ambitious  and  powerful  prince  in  //e/y,  though  they  French* 
were  furrounded  by  open  or  (ecret  enemies,  and  though  they  ^^^^»^* 
had  not  an  ally  whom  they  could   truft,  yet  they  magna-   ..^* 
nimoufly  rejeQed  thofe  terms,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  good'T'^^ 
faith  and  dignity  of  their  ftate.     They  even  carried  their  re- 
fentment  fo  far,  that  they  refufed  to  adcept  the  mediation  of 
Frame  for  a  peace,  when  her  ambai&dors  propofed  it.    This 
negociation  being  at  an  end,  Galeazzo  fent  a  letter  to  Florence^ 
containing  a  formal  denunciation  of  war  againft  the  Floren- 
tinesy  who,  he  faid,  were  held  in  fubje(3ion  by  a  pragmatical 
Guelpb  fadion.     The  Florentines  recriminated  upon  him  in  a 
moft  ievere  manifefto  they  publifhed,   laying  open  all  his 
orimes  and  ambition  ^  and  thus  the  war,  which  was  thegreat- 
^  the  Florentines  had  ever  undertaken,  commenced  in  the 
year  1390. 

S  E  C  t.     Vlt 

Contairtin^  the  Hiftcry  and  Progrefs  bf  the  War  be-^ 
tween  Milan  and  Florence.  Hawkwood  recalled 
out  of  Naples,  and  again  made  the  Florentine  Gene-, 
ral.    The  Florentines  raife  Men  in  France*    Nego- 

•  tiation  between  them  and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  and 

Several  States  of  Italy.     The  noble  Mions  of  Sir  . 

Johh  Hawkwood.     The  Florentines  viSoriousi     A 

truce  concluded^  which  was  foon  broken,    The  Flo^ 

M  a  reotine^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


'i6'4  ^^^  Hiftory  of  Florence. 

'  rentines  rencj)  their  Ccnfedtracy  with  other  States^. 
Death  c/ Peter  Gambacurta,  and  of  the  famous  Sir 
John  Hawkwood.  ^en  Field-Deputies^  or  Prefix 
dents  of  War^  chofen  at  Florence  for  continuing  the 
War.  ^he  Florentines  afftfi  the  Lucquefe.  Milan 
creEled  into  a  Dukedom.  The  Milanefe  repulfed  at 
Segni.  Confpiracy  at  Florence,  The  Venetians 
confederate  with  the  Florentines,  ^he  State  of  Italy 
in  the  Tear  1400. 

Flourijh'  npHE  Plorentine  "  hiftorian  obferves,  that,  at  the  time  wc 
in<r  ftattof  '■*  now  treat  of,  the  republic  of  Florence  was  in  a  moft  flou- 
Irlorencc.  rifhing  condition,  both  as  to  the  ftatc  of  her  finances  and  the 
abilities  of  her  fubje£ls.  Before  the  war  was  proclaioied,  the 
Milanefey  the  Siinttefe^  and  the  other  enemies  of  Flonnce^  ren- 
dezvoufcd  near  Sienna^  to  the  number  of  three  thoufand  horfe 
and  fifteen  hundred  foot,  under  the  command  of  Gtcvamn 
Az%9^  of  the  family  of  Vhaldini^  and  Jantedefco^  a  grandfon 
oiSacOy  both  of  them  determined  enemies  of  Fhratce.  Having 
for  fome  time  difguifed  their  intention^  by  marches  and  coun- 
termarches, they  all  of  a  fudden  paiTed  Monte  Luco^  with  a 
deflgn  to  feize  upon  San  Giovanniy  within  which  they  bad 
fome  confederates.  Being  difappointed  in  their  attempt,  they 
marched  towards  Are%%o^  ravaging  the  country  all  the  way. 
The  Florentines  fent  what  forces  they  could  fpare  to  proted 
Are%%o ;  but  the  defendants  of  &aco  were  fo  powerful  \n  that 
territory,  that  they  became  mafters  oiLiciano,  a  place  now 
fcarcely  to  be  met  wuh  in  maps. 
SteaJfaJi'  Xhe  Bolognefe  continued  faithful  in  their  alliance  with  the 
fu/s  of  the  Florentines-^  and  Galea%%o  marched  an  army  againft  them,  un- 
«fr^^"  ^^^  ^^^  command  of  Giacomo  tfermi  of  Verona^  who  took  fome 
places  in  the  Bolognefe.  The  people  of  Bologna  immediately 
advertifed  the  Florentines  of  their  danger;  and  though  the 
latter  were  in  equal  danger  thcmfelvcs,  they  ordered  Sir  John 
Hawkwood^  who  commanded  their  troops  in  Naples^  to  their 
afliilance.  At  the  fame  time,  they  invited  Rainoldo  Vrjiniy  a 
general  of  great  renown,  to  take  the  command  of  their 
troops  in  Tufcany ;  and  ordered  new  levies  to  be  made  in  the 
Campagna  di  Roma,  alfo  in  the  territories  of  the  church,  ind 
all  over  Italy ^  where  men  would  enlift  in  their  fervice.  la 
the  mean  while,  Galeazzo^  who,  by  Machiavely  is  called  John 
Galeazo  Vifconti^  count  of  Virtucy  died  at  Sienna^  of  a  diftafe 
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he  had  contraded  in  the  field.  His  death  introduced  a  new 
fwre  of  aflFairs  all  over  Italy.  Rainaldo  Urjini  accepted  of  the 
invitation  of  the  Florentimsi  but  while  he  was  upon  his 
march  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  their  troops,  he  was 
treacberoufly  killed  at  ylquila ;  fo  that  the  chief  command 
devolved  upon  Hawkwood.  He  had  marched  with  great  ex- 
pedition from  Naples  to  Bologna^  and  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  four  thoufand  horfd  and  two  thoufand  foot,  Florentines 
and  Bolognefe,  He  immediately  marched  againft  the  enemy,  ^ 
who  were  &fieging  Pramalcore  ;  but,  upon  his  approach,  they 
retired  into  the  modenefe  with  precipitation.  They  were  pur- 
fued  by  Hawkwood^  who  retook  the  places  which  the  Bolognefe 
had  loft. 

The  Florentines  at  this  time  meditated  a  far  greater  enter-  ^^^FIo« 
prize  than  any  they  had  ever  yet  undertaken.     Charles  Vif-  ''^"tines 
conti^  the  fon  of  Barnabo,  who  thought  himfelf  the  lawful  ^''^/jj'^^ 
heir  of  Milan^  and  Lucinoj  a  prince  of  the  fame  family,  ferved  J^^*^  ^ 
under  Hawkwoody    and  the  Florentines  apprehended   that  it     '  ^"* 
would  not  be  impraflicable  to  form  a  party  againft  the  reign- 
ing family  at  Milan.     This  projeiSt  flattered  the  high  ideas 
they  entertained  of  their  own  power  and  dignity;  but  they 
prudently  fought  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  by   foreign  aU 
Maoces.    They  therefore  fent  a  fplendid  deputation  to  Stephen 
duke  of  Bavaria^  inviting  him  to  march  into  Italy ^  and  tempt- 
ing him  with  a  promife  of  a  vaft  fubfidy,  and  other,  advan- 
tages.    They  likewife  invited  the  prince  of  Carrara,  whofe 
father  had  been  imprifoned  fey  Gateazzo,  an  1  who  himfelf  was 
then  an  exile  in  Germany,  to  return  and  affert  his  family- rights 
in  Italy \  aiid  applied   to  feveral   other  foreign   princes  for 
afliftance. 

The  war  was  all  this  time  raging  with  great  fury  in  7uf'  Arezzo 
cany,  where  the  Siennefe  and  their  allies  became  matters,  by  invaded. 
treachery,  of  a  ftrong  place  called  Batiifolle^  within  three 
miles  o{  Are%zo.  By  this  they  were  rendered  very  formidable 
to  ibat  city.  It  happened,  luckily  for  the  Florentines,  that  the 
Arez'zians  themfelves  had  an  invincible  avcrfion  to  the  family 
of  the  Tarlati,  or  Saco  ;  and  therefore,  without  putting  the 
Florentines  to  great  expence,  they  made. a  moft  admirable  de- 
fence, though  they  were  furrounded  on  all  hands  by  their  ene- 
mies, who  had  found  means  to  poflTcfs  themfelves  of  their 
fortrcfles.  The  Florentines  themfelves  aQed  with  as  much 
^irit,  in  expectation  of  the  afliftances  they  had  folicited  from 
Germany  and  France ; .  fo  that  all  Tufcany  was  at  this  time  en- 
gaged in  a  war,  fo  cxpenfive  to  the  Florentines,  that  few  fo- 
vcreign  ftatcs  could  have  defrayed  it,  th<^y  having  fubfidies  to^ 
pay  to  almoft  all  the  neighbouring  princes.  The  Germans 
"M  3  .  '      were 
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were  very  poor,  and  their  fuccefs  was  therefore  the  greateft  I9 
ne  prince  that  country.    The  prince  of  Carrara  arrived  in  Italj  at  th^ 
^Carrara  head  of  a  large  body  of  German  horfe,  and  marched  with  fuc^ 
comes  to     difpatch,  that  he  furprifed  Padua ;  but  the  citadel  held  out 
the  aid  of  for  John  Awk^  of  Milan y  the  eldeft  hn  of  Galea%%o.     At  the 
the  Flo-     fgnjg  time  Hawhvood,  having  fecured  the  ftate  of  Bologna^ 
rentines;    n^iafched  through  th^  Modenefe^  and  laid  fiegc  to  Reggio  an^i 
as  does  the  Parma^  while  the  duke  of  Bavaria  arrived  with  a  fre£h  army 
dtike  of  '    of  Germans ;  fo  that  the  family  of  Galeazzo  was  in  danger  of 
Bavaria,     lofing  all  its  poflcffions  in  Lombardy^  excepting  Milan,     It  ap- 
pears, from  the  concurring  teflimony  of  all  hiftoriaiss,  that 
the  fchcme  the  Florentines  had  now  laid  for  the  conqucfl  of 
Lombardy  muft  haOe  fucceedcd,  had  they  not  unfortunately 
been  obliged  to  commit  the  execution  of  it  to  German  roercc- 
naries.     The  Veronefe  had  taken  arms  fpr  th^  infant  fon  of 
Antonio^  their  late  prince  5  but  not  being  fupportpd,  as  they 
cxpeScd  to  be,  by  the  duke  of  Bavaria^  the  Gakozzo  party 
had  regained  the  afcendent :  ^nd  the  Vicenza  was  well  dif> 
pofed  to  revolt;  but  vi2&  obliged  to  fubmit  tb  the  fame  po^^er; 
for  want  of  a  head. 
Apohgy         The  duke  of  Bavaria^  on  the  other  i)and,  in  an  embafly 
and  di'     he  fent  to  Florence y  laid  all. the  blame  of  his  failure  upon  the 
mands  of    obftruSions  he  received  fron^  the  dqke  of  Aujlriay  the  bifiiop 
the  latter^  of  Aquileid^  and  the  (Venetians ;    but  pretended  that  h?  had 
come  time  enough  to  fave  Padua,  where  the  ci^del  dill  held 
put.     He  counfelled  the  Florentines^  at  the  fame  time,  to  or- 
der Hawkwoody  who  was  ftill  in  Lombardy  with  his  army,  to 
join  him ;  but  the  drift  of  his  whole  meflage  was  for  a  freih 
fupply  of  money.     The  Florentines  replied,  thai  his  advice 
wa&  ridiculous  and  impra£ticable,  and  his  demand  unreafon- 
able :  that  the  citadel  of  Padua  was  no  obje<S  for  two  great 
armies,  fuch  as.  his  and  Hawhvoo^%^  to  be  employed  againft ; 
that  the  prince  of  Carrara  was  at  the  head  of  a  force  fuffi- 
cient  to  reduce  it :  that  the  fwelling  of  the  two  great  rivers, 
the  Po  and  the  Adige^  rendered  it  impraSicable  for  Hawkwwi 
to  join  him  :  that,  if  he  intended  to  do  them  any  fervicc,  he 
ought  immediately  to  march  againft  Verona  and  Ficenza-,  m 
which  cafe  they  would  take  his  demand  into  confideration, 
though  he  knew  that  theyha^]  paid  him  already  all  the  money 
^hey  had  promifed,  which  was  fufEcif^nt  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  far  greater  ^rmy  than  he  had  brought  with  him. 
pigktthies      This  anfwer  difobliged  and  difconcerted  the  needy  G<r- 
of  theVlo^  man  fo  much,  that  he  refufed  to  move  from  Padua ;  while  the 
fentines.    Bolognefe  horfe  mutinying  for  want  of  pay,  Hawhuood  was 
obliged  to  carry  them  and  h\z  Florentine  troops  back  to  the 
Bolognefe ;   and  thus  fell   to  the  ground  the  vaft  and  well- 
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hardy.  His  retreat  revived  the  fpirits  of  the  Ga/eazzo  party 
there ;  and  they  aflemble^  a  great  force  to  relieve  the  caftle  of 
Padua^  and  retake -the  town.  The  Bavarian  forefaw  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  FUrtntmes^  and  pretended  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  returning  home.  At  laft  the  Florgntina  fubmitted  to 
pay  him  fome  money,  provided  he  would  remaiii  at  Padua. 
Their  perplexities  were  great  on  this  occafion.  They 
plainly  faw  that  the  Bavarian  was  not  to  be  trufted,  and  that 
Padua  could  be  ftyed  only  bv  their  own  troops.  Thev  had 
an  army  on  foot ;  but  the  duke  of  Ferrara  refufed  to  let  it 
pafs  through  his  territories,  and  it  htxvig  in  no  condition  to. 
force  its  way,  the  F/orentinrs  applied  for  (hipping  to  the  Fenr- 
tianSf  who  denied  them,  on  account  of  their  conne^fons 
with  the  GaUazzo  family.  > 

The  affairs  of  tlLc  Florentines  wore  a  better  afpeA  in  Ti^f-  War  in 
lany^  where  the  Milanefe  had  now  few  or  no  troops.     Their  Tufcany. 
generals  were  Donati  Jzaroloy   a  Florentine  nobleman,   and 
BUiotio  "Bilietti  i  and  they  gained  fevera)  advantages  over  the 
Siennefe.     This  brought  many  of  the  latter  to  tiiink  of  de- 
parting from  their  league  with  the  GaUazzo  family.    Hawi^ 
wood^  all  this  timr,  lay  wifh  his  army  amongft  the  Bokgnefe^ 
who  were  now  heartily  tired  of  the  war.    They  therefore 
fcnt  ambafladors  *  to  Florence^  pleading  their  inability  to  con*  ^f^^^Jj^ 
\  tinue  ity^on  account  of  its  expence ;  and  demandingehhcr  a/'"^'*  '^^ 
loan  of  money,  or  leave  to  make  a  feparate  peace.     The  Flo-  ^o'og- 
rentines  reproached  the  ambafladors  with  the  pudllanimity  of  "^^' 
their  countrymen ;  reprefented  the  prodigious  fums  they  had 
expended  in  the  war,  the  near  profpc<ft  they  had  of  fucccfs ; 
and  concluded  by  telling  them,  the  peace  they  talked  of  could 
be  no  other  than  a  bargain  for  ilavery.     This  magnanimous 
anfwer  fomuch  ftung  the Bolognefe^  that  theyrefolved  to  con- 
tinue the  war  with  more  vigour  than  ever.    The  effe6l  of  this 
refolution  was  foon  feen,  by  a  peace  that  was  concluded  be- 
tween them  and  Alberti  of  rerrara ;  by  which  the  latter  agreed' 
to  give  the  Florentine  army  a  free  pailage  to  Padua^  which 
was  now  in  the  moft  imminent  danger. 

The  great  merit  of  Sir  ^ohn  Hawkwood  appears  from  thcT^  high 
following  confideration,  that  though  he  was  a  foreigner,  znd'wortb  of 
now  very  aged  ;  and  though  the  Florentine  nobility  had  all,  in^'''  John 
their  turns,  afpired  to  be  generals,  and  niany  of  them  had  Hawk- 
been  intruded  with  the  command  of  armies;  yet  Hawhuood^^^' 
was  always,  as  it  were,  the  (heet-anchor  of  their  ftate  in  all 
junctures  of  difficulty  and  danger,  and  the  grcateft  of  their 
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nobility  then  fubmitted  to  his  command.  He  was,  on. this 
occafion,  fent  to  relieve  Pudua^  the  duke  of  Bavaria  b^ing 
now.  returned  to  Germany.  Hawkwood  arrived  but  juft  in 
time  to  fave  the  city  j  for  his  enemies,  though  very^umcrous, 
would  not  ftand  a  battle.  This  fcrvice  being  peiformed,  he 
marched  towards  Verona  and  Vicenzay  in  hopes  of  being  fa- 
voured by  fome  commotions  in  thofe  cities ;  but  the  duke  of 
Milan  had  taken  his  meafures  fo  well,  by  bridling  them  with 
ftrong  garrifons,  that  he  was  difappointed,  and  obliged  to  take 
up  his  winter-quarters  in  the  Paduan,  S^cb  were  the  tranf- 
aflions  of  the  year  1391. 

The  return  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria  to  Germany^  induced 
the  Florentines  to  apply  to  the  French  (who  may  then  be  faid 
to  be  a  free  people)  with  more  eagernefs  than  ever  for  affift- 
ance.  The  French  nobility  were  at  this  time  very  inde- 
pendent of.  their  king,  and  had  been  long  pra£lired  in  war. 
The  count  de  Armignac  was  one  of  the  moft  illuftriot/s 
amongft  them,  and  to  him  the  Florentines  particularly  applied. 
He  readily  lirtened  to  their  propofals,  and '  the  fate  of  Lam' 
hardy  was  once  more  rendered  doubtful.  It  was  agreed,  that 
the  count  fliould  penetrate  into  Lomhardy^  with  a  great  army, 
by  the  way  of  AieJJandria^  while  Havukwmd  (hould  maintain 
his  ground  in  the  Paduan  \  and  that,  both  armies  being  joined, 
they  fliould  attack  Milan.  Girocnni  Ricci  and  Rainoldo  Jan- 
filiacci  were  at  this  time  the  Florentine  deputies  with  the  count, 
who  met  with  great  difficulties  in  his  undertaking.  Galeazzo 
had  fparcd  neither  motiey  nor  pains  to  raife  a  party 'againft  his 
expedition  at  the  court  of  Romey  and  a  mutmy  in  his  array. 
The  count,  however,  furmounting  aH  oppolition,  began  his 
inarch  at  the  head  of  a  very  fine  army,  which  foon  paflcd  the 
AlpSy  keeping:  the  Appennines  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  Pa 
on  the  left.  The  Florentine  deputies,  during  this  march,  which 
was  undertaken  to  avoid  the  uncertain  pafl'a^cs  over  the  7i/- 
Jinoy  theP^,  ar.d  feveral  other  rivers,  were  at  great  pains  to 
curb  the  natural  impetuofity  of  the  French^  who  were  perpe- 
tually falling  out  amongll  thcmfelves,  and  undertaking  dan- 
-gerous  but  ufelefs  expeditions. 

GALEAZZO,  more  terrified  at  the  French  than  the 
Florentines^  having  provided  for  the  defence  of  Milan,  moved 
to  Pavia,  where  he  took  up  his  head -quarters,  and  fcnt  the 
flower  of  his  troops  to  opoofe  the  French,  and  to  garrifon 
Alejfandria.  ^  By  this  tinie  Haivkwood  became  matter  of  an 
the  open  country  of  the  Milanrfe,  ^'hich  he  laid  under  fevcre 
contributions;  but  being  unprovided  of  engines,  or  artillery> 
it  is  probable  that  he  took   no  flron?   places,  and  he  was 
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obliged  to  (lop  at  t\ic  ^iivtx  Adda^  which  he  could  not  pafs* 
This  was  within  fixteen  miles  of  Milan. 

GALEAZZO^  being  thus  befct  by  the  French  and  Flo-  The 
rentine  armies,  was  about  to  have  abandoned  Paviay  when  he  French, 
was  encouraged  to  ftand  on  the  d^fcnfive  by  the  prodigious  ^hro*  their 
heats  of  the  ^eafon,  it  being  then  the  middle  of  Jufy^  and  the  *^*  '«- 
great  imprudence  of  the  French.    For,  aflcr  tzking  Cq/lelatiy^''''^^* 
which  is  within  fix  miles  of  Alejpmdria^  they  difroounted  ^rom^'*^'^'^ 
their  horfes,  which  were  ^Imolt  rendered  unferviceable  by  the  ^J^^^^ 
inten(e  heat«,  and  advanced  in  a  fquare  battalia  of  foot  againft 
the  city,  which  had  an  army  for  itsgarrifon.     The  F/oreniw 
hiftorian  **  juftly  obferves,  that  this  difpofition  would  have 
been  fuccefsful,  had  the  French  been  to  meet  their  enemies  in 
the  field ;  but  the  Milanefe  kept  within  their  walls  and  en- 
.  trenchments ;  and  obfcrvihg  that  the  French  had  left  their 
hories  at  a  great  diftance  behind  them,  they  fallied  out  at  a 
different  gate  frosb  that  which  the  French  were  to  attack,  and 
took   the  horfes.       This  frantic  conduft  proved  the  utter 
ruin  of  the  French.    Galeazzo  mounted  his  troops  on'horfe- 
back,  and  attacked  them  en  all  fides.     Their  valour  proved 
of  no  fervice  to  them,  as  they  could  not  purfue  their  enemies^ 
who  attacked  and  retired  at  pleafure ;  while  the  French^  thro* 
their  own  weaknefs,  occafioned  by  the  heats  of  the  weather 
and  their  fatigues,  were  unable  to  purfue.     In  fhort,  fcarcely 
a  Frenchman  cfcaped.     Many  of  them  were  killed,  more  of 
them  pertOied  through  heat  and  fatigue,  and  thofe  who  fur* 
vived  were  nriade  pnft)ners.     Amongft  the  latter  were  the  Fb* 
rentine  depuries.     As  to  the  count  oi  Amugnac^  being  diiabled 
and  nrvade  priibner,  he  died  in  a  few  hours,  rather  from  the 
anguifh  of.  his  mind  than  the  feverity  of  (lis  wotmd.     Aretim 
fays,  that,  by  the  public  accounts  of /l&r^rr,  it  appears  that 
this  expedition  coft  ihc  Florentines ^   in  a  very  few  months, 
one  million  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  ducats. 

GA LEAZZOy   having  gained  fo  compleat  and  unex-Hawfc- 
pcdcd  a  viilory,  marched  now  zgiivA  Hawkvoood^  who,  not^*^^ 
being  certain  of  the  truth,  did  no  more  than  fall  back  to  a^f  ^^ 
little  diftance  from  the  Adda^  and  encamped  at  Paterno^  a  viU'*''^^^ 
lage  in  the  Cremonefe.     T\\e  Milanefe  advanced  with  all  the 
confidence  of  a  fure  victory,  while  Hawkwood  ordered   his 
troops  to  lie  in  their  camp  upon  the  defenfive.     ThcMilanefi  ' 
imputed  this  caution  to  fear,  and  for  four  days  inful^d  his 
camp  ;  but  .Hawkwood,  taking  advantage  of  their  fecurity  and 
want  of  difcipline,  at  laft  gave  them  battle,   and   defeated 
them  5  a  great  number  being  killed  in  the  field,  .and  above 
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twelve  hdiidred  of  their  cavalry,  with  fome  of  their  chief 
ofHcers,  taken  prifoners.      Notwithftanding  this  defeat,   the 
Milantfi  V9txt  greatly  fupcrior  to  htm  in  (Irength,  and  hung 
upon  his  rear  in  his  retreat,  till  he  came  to  the  river  QgUo^ 
which  was  difficult  to  pafs  in  fight  of  a  fuperior  army ;  but 
he  furmoanted  even  this  difficulty,  by  the  help  of  four  hun- 
dred ^/fg'//}^  archers  he  had  under  him,  who  pafied  the  river, 
and  covered  the  reft  of  the  Florentim  army,  in  pafling  it,  un- 
Hts  admi-  der  the  difcharge  of  their  arrows.     This  retreat  was,  in  thofc 
rahU  re-     days,  juftly  thought  to  be  a  mafter- piece  of  generalfhip ;  and 
trtat.         Hawkwocd^    without  any   farther  interruption,    paifed    the 
Mincio, 

His  difficulties,  however,  were  greatly  increafed  when  he 
came  to  the  banks  of  the  Adige^  which  the  enemy  had  broken 
dowin,  and  thereby  laid  the  adjacent  country  under  water; 
but  Hawkwood  relieved  his  army,  even  in  this  dreadful  litua* 
tion.     He  marched  through  the  fhoal-waters,  and  came  to  a 
rifing  ground,  where  he  pitched   his  tents;   which  leaving 
,  ftanding,  to  deceive  the  enemy,  he  marched  forward  to  Aten^ 
tagnanoy  a  friendly  town,  where  he  pafled  the  Adige  in  boats. 
jtretin  obferves,  that  no  general  but  Hawkwood  could  have 
performed  fuch  a  retreat,  which  proved  him  to  be  the  ableft 
commanderof  that  age. 
gxpe£tien      The  prodigious  loiles  and  difficulties  iht  Florentines  had 
agmnft       fuftained,  during  this  campaign,  was  far  from  abating  their 
Sieonk.      military  ardour ;  for,  during  their  expedition  into  Lombardy^ 
they  fent  Ludovico  Campanoy  with  an  army  of  four  thoufand 
horfe  and  two  thoufand  foot,  amongft  whom  were  twelve  hun- 
dred Genoife  crofs-bowmcn,  againft  Sienna.    They  began  their 
march  towards  the  end  of  autumn,  when  the  Siennefi^  who 
were  periibing  by  famine,  expedcd  to  get  in  their  harvcfl.' 
.    This  induced  the  Florentines  to  prolong  their  march  as  much 
as  poffible,  diat  they  might  render  the  neighbourhood  of  Sien* 
na  a  defert ;  fo  inveterate  was  their  hatred  towards  the  5/Vw- 
nefe.    In  the  mean  while,  they  took  fcveral  places  in  that  ter- 
ritory,   and  made  many  of  the  principal  Siinmfe  prifoners. 
But  whife  they  now  thought  themfclves  fecure  of  fubduing  all 
their  enemies,  they  received  intelligence  that  the  French  had 
been  totally  defeated  at  Alejjan4riay  and  Hawkwood  furrounded 
on  the  banks  of  the  Adda^  without  a  poffibility  of  retreating. 
Thofe  difmal  accounts  checked  all  the  towering  hopes  of  the 
FlorentineSy  who  imagined  that  Galeazzo  was  already  in  the 
heart  ofTu/cany.     They  recovered,  however,  from  their  con- 
ftemation,  when  they  heard  that  Hawkwood  aiMl  his  army 
were  fafe,  and  they  fent  him  orders  to  march,  diredlly  to  Tuf- 
cany.     While  he  was  upon  his  march,  GnUazzo  fent  Vermi  of 
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'f^eroHa^  at  the  head  of  his  army,  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
$tennefey  and'  he  arrived  ziPifa  about  the  time  that  Hmvk^ 
wood  reached  Bologna.     The  Florentine  army  which  remained  Hawk- 
in  the  Siermefe  muft  have  been  deftroyed,  and  Florence  itfelf  wood 
perhaps  taken,  had  it  not  been  for  the  courage  and  a6livityy^<z;/x  Flo- 
of  the  old  Englijb  general,  who,  hearing  of  Vermrs  expedi-renc^ 
tion«  immediately  pafled  the  mountains,  marched  to  Pijloia^ 
and  from  thence  to  &an  Miniato^   in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Milanofe  army,  and  offered  them  battle.     Vermi  at  that 
time  declined  it,  and  marched  from  Fifa  to  Volterra^   and 
from  thence  to  Sienna^  both  to  cover  that  city  and  to  join 
the  Siennefe  troops,  which  were  ftill  in  the  field.    This  junc- 
tion being  efFeSed,  the  whole  of  his  army  amounted  to  ten 
thoufand  horfe  and  three  thoufand  mercenary  foot,  befides  a 
great  body  of  Pifan  and  Siennefe  volunteers ;    and  with  this 
formidable  force  he  entered  the  Florentine  territory. 

The  Florentine  generals  and  officers,  upon  this,  held  a  great  <Jhe  Flo- 
council  of  war  in  Boneti,  They  had  two  generals,  Siry^Awrcntines 
Hawkwood  znd  Luigi  Campano,  who  had  commanded  their  rrr^o;^ 
army  in  Tufcany,  Their  troops,  in  point  of  difcipline  and 
courage,  were  equal  if  not  fupcrior  to  thofe  of  the  enemy ; 
but  their  numbers  were  far  inferior.  It  was  therefore  re- 
folved  in  a  council  of  war  to  z^  upon  the  defenfive,  and  in 
detached  t)arties,  and  to  keep  their  ftrong  places  always  at 
their  backs.  This  was  a  wife  refolution.  They  knew  their 
allies  were  on  their  march  to  join  them,  and  that  the  &>/»- 
mfe  territory  could  not  long  fupport  their  enemy.  After  many 
marches  and  countermarches  on  both  fides,  both  armies  en- 
camped within  two  miles,  of  each  other  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tejpno.  While  they  lay  in  this  fituation,  the  Florentines  were 
joined  by  count  Barbiani^  at  the  head  of  three  thoufand  jBd- 
lognefe  horfe  and  four  hundred  archers,  and  by  feveral  other 
auxiliary  troopsr  This  acceffion  of  ftrength,  and  the  num- 
bers daily  flocking  to  them  from  Arezaoy  and  the  neighbour- 
ing country,  rendered  the  Florentines  equal  to  their  enemies, 
and  'both  (ides  feemed  to  prepare  in  good  earned  for  a  gene- 
ral engagement. 

This,  however,  was  only  a  feint  on  the  part  of  the  ^-^wt^^/ 
lanefoy  who  had  already  refolved  upon  a  retreat,  which  they^^^^^ji^^ 
performed  in  the  night  towards  ViSfolini.    Faffing  the  mown- mi^^ 
tains  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  left  troops  to  guard  the 
pafTes  in  cafe  of  a  purfuit,  while  the  main  body  held  on  their 
march.     The  Florentines  no  fooner  heard  of  (heir  enem/s 
retreat,  than  their  camp  was  in  an  uproar,  from  the  eager- 
pefs  of  the  foldiers  for  a  purfuit,  all  of  them  calling  out  that 
pot  a  man  of  the  runa-ways  ought  to  be  fuficred  to  efcape. 
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Nothing  but  HawkwootT^  grea  authoritv  could  have  diverted 
them  from  this  pernicious  refolutiop.   ^^  Arenuoufly  infifted 
on  their  enemy's  being  fuSered  to  retreat,  and  of  the  danger 
and  folly  of  purfuing  them  through  a  country  fo  fit  for  am- 
bufcades.     It  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  his  advice  at  lad 
prevailed  ;  and  fending  out  parties  to  reconnoitre,  it  was  dif- 
covered  that  part  of  the  enemy  w^s  embarked  on  the  banks 
of  the  Novola,  and  that  part  were  flill  in  pofle^ion  of  the 
mountains.     Hawkwood  immediately  gave  orders  that  the  lat- 
^ter  (hould  be  attacked,  which,  notwitbftanding  their  ftrong 
fituation,  was  performed  with  fuch  vigour,   that  they  were 
driven  from  the  pafles  into  the  plain,  with  the  lofs  of  th^qe 
"   hundred  killed,  and  two  hundred  horfcmen  made  prlfoners, 
amongft  whom  were  fome  officers  of  the  highcft  diftin^Sion, 
particularly  Taddio  Vermis  brother  to  the  Milanefe  general  j  a 
g^eat  number  of  foot  were  made  prifoners  at  thje  lame  time* 
This  vidory  ferved  only  to  render  the  Florentines  more  pre- 
fumptuous;  and  defcending  from  the  bill,  againft  the  ervjTic/s 
command  of  Hawkwood^  they  attacked  the  rear  of  the  enemy 
in  the  plain  ;   but  were  repulfed  with  ibme  lofs^  which  rea- 
dered  them  a  little  more  trainable. 
ji  neptia^     AFTER  this,  theAiilam/e  army  proceeded  qn  their  march, 
tion  for      and  the  Florentines   took  pofTeffion  of  the  camp  they  lefx, 
feati.        greatly  exulting  at  the  cowardly  flight,  as  they  called  Jt,  of 
their  enemies.     The  latter,  however,  far  from  flying,  pro- 
ceeded no  farther  than  Serezana^  in  the  I^ucquefe-y  and,  turn- 
ing (hort,  they  marched  lo  Cafcino^  in  the  tcrritor)' of  P^, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  they  encamped,  and  gave 
out  that  they  were  returned  to  fight  the  Florentines,     The 
latter  had  tbougjit  tbemfelves  (b  fecure,  that  their  auxiliaries 
were  on  their  mart^h  homewards  but  were  foon  recalled. 
Many  of  them,  however,  did  not  return  j  (o  that  both  ar- 
.fiiies,  after  lying  fome  wedt.8  within  fight  of  one  another, 
.departed,  without  fighting,  into  winter  quarters.     During  this 
campaign  the  Florentines  bcficged  Rancoy  a  ftrong  fortrefs  in 
the  ^r^25z/tf«  territory,  belonging  to  5^^ A  family.     But  ibe 
place  proving  impregnable,    both  parties  grew  tired  of  the 
war  and   inclined  to  peace.      Fiiends   interpofing  for   that 
purpofe,  Genoa  was  pitched  upon  for  the  place  of  negotiation ; 
and  the  Florentines  fent  thither  their  plenipotentiaries,  as  Ga- 
leazzo  and  the  pope,  who  was  greatly  for  peace,  did  theirs. 
The  chief  difficulty  regarded  the  captive  prince  of  Carrar^^ 
,  whofe  deliverance  his  fon  Francifco  infifted  upon  ;  as  GaUazzo 
did  upon  the  rendicion  oi  Padua,     Some  difficulties  likeyvife 
occurred  wkh  regard  to  the  Simnefe  exiles,  who  had  taken 
r-efugc  at  Florence^  and  the  town  of  Lipano.     Atlaft,'afier 
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vtrious  altercations,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  arbitra- 
tion of  the  pope*s  legate,  and  the  doge  of  Genm^  and>  by 
way  of  cOiUpliment,  a  deputy  from  the  people  of  Genoa. 
Thbfe  referrecs  having  agreed  upon  their  awards  demanded 
who  w«  to  be  guarantee  of  the  peace.  '*  The  fword, 
**  btrfkly  replied  Ydmaffi^  one  of  the  Florentine  deputies ;  Ga- 
**  leazzQ  and  Florence  noir  know  each  other's  ftrength/' 
This  gallant  fpeech  was  approved  of  by  Galeazzo's  party,  and 
ztnixA  was  then  pronounced  to  the  following  efFed : 
.  That  the  town  of  Padua^  with  all  the  places  taken  hjltstermi 
Francifco  prince  of  Carrara^  ihould  remain  to  him,  upon  his 
paying  to  Galeazzo  fifty  thoufand  ducats  in  five  years  time^ 
Hopes  Were  likewife  giveil  him,  tho'  nothing.on  that  head  was 
exprefly  ftipulated,  xhztGaleaxzo  would,  of  his  own  accord, 
rel^ore  the  old  prince  to  his  liberty.  All  the  places  which 
the  Florentines  and  the  Sienmfe  bad  taken  from  each  other, 
were  to  be  reftorcd  to  their  original  owners,  except  Liciano^ 
which  #as  referred  to  a  future  negotiation  ;  and  the  Sienmfe^ 
as  well  as  the  Paiuan^  exiles  werefto  be  reftorcd  to  their 
eftat^.  It  was  likewife  ilipulated,  that  GaUazsao'^  army 
fhould  not  pafs  a  certain  boundary  towards  Florente^  unlefs 
the  Siennejt  or  the  Perugians  (hould  invite  them  as  auxiliaries 
againft  the  unjufl  attacks  of  the  Florentines. 

Nothing  in  this  treaty  was  fo  much  found  fault  with  z^  Partiality 
the  money  which  was  to  be  paid  iotPadua^  and  which  tht  of  the  G^^ 
Fforentinesj  it  feems,  were  to  advance,     jfretin  ■  obferves,  nocfc. 
that,  during  the  whole  negotiation,  the  Genoefe  difcovered  a 
vifible  partiality  for  Galeazzo ;  and  even  forced  the  grand  ma- 
iler of  RbodeSy  who  was  the  pope's  legate,    to  yield  fome 
points  in  his  favour.    The  Florentines  in  the  main,  however, 
were  well  f:^sfied  i^ith  the  terms. 

The  war  between  Milan  and  Florence  had,  immediately  or  Galet»- 
remotely,  afFefled  the  tranquility  of  all  Italy,  and  every  ftatc  20'i  iji/fif, 
in  it  earneflly  wifhed  for  not  only  the  return  but  the  conti-  ceritj^ 
nuance  of  peace.     For  this  reafon  it  had  been  flipulated,  in    , 
the  late  negotiati()n  at  Genoa,  that,  when  the  Mtianefe  and 
Florentine  armies  were  difbanded,  efl^dual  means  (hould  be  pur- 
/bed  to  prevent  the  foldiers  fmrn  forming  themfelves  into  com- 
panies of  banditti,  or  robbers ;  an  evil  which  had  often  been 
f^tal  to  the  repofe  of  Jtafy.    This  was  propofed  to  be  done 
by  not  difbanding  the  troops  all  at  once,  but  gradually ;  and 
by  the  refpe£Hve  parties  keeping  in  their  fervitc  fuch  leaders 
is  were  moft  capable  of  heading  and  conducing  fuch  bands* 
The  Fhrentine  hiftorian  ^  tells  us,  that  his  countrymen  and 
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their  allies  were  (Incere  m  performing  this  engageoiciit ) 
but  that  GaUaz!Zjf%  mercenaries  formc»  tbemfelves  into  a 
body^  and  demanded  a  paflage  through  the  Bolognefe  and  the 
Fetrarefe,  The  Florentines^  who  perhaps  refined  a  little  top 
much  upon  events,  fufpeded  that  Galeazzo  had  connived  at 
this  demand,  and  fent  Tome  troops  to  the  affilhince  of  the 
^  Bolognefe,,  who  had  refufed  to  comply  with  it.  Upon  this, 
the  companies  marched  through  the  Parmefan  towards  Tuf- 
cany^  and  advanced  to  the  Siennefe^  their  ftrength  every  day 
encreafmg.  They  then  began  to  harrafs  and  lay  under  con-* 
tribution  the  inhabitants  of  Tufcany, 
emdiu"  The  Florentines  wefe  extremely  uneafy  at  thofe  proceed- 

juftice.  ings,  cfpecially  as  it  now  appealed  that  neither  the  Siennefi 
nor  Galeazzo  were  their  cordial  friends.  The  former  took 
every  opportunity  to  exprefs  their  rancour  againft  Florena^ 
and  the  latter  behaved  in  a  manner  that  was  equally  mean 
and  brutal.  Giovanni  Riceiy  who  had  made  the  famous 
fpeech  againft  Galeazzo^  and  one  of  the  Florentine  deputi^ 
who  had  attended  the  count  de  Armignaci  had  been  made 
prifoner  at  4l^Jfandria ;  and,  after  the  peace  of  Genoa^  Ga» 
kazzo  not  only  raifed  his  demand  of  four  thoufand  florins  for 
his  ranfom  to  thirty  thoufand,  but  put  him  in  irons ;  and  {ent 
two  of  his  courtiers  to  tell  him,  that  though  he  deferved 
death,  yet  he  would  remit  that  punilhment  upon  the  payment 
of  the  money.  This  was  a  furn  fo  impoifible  for  Rscci  to 
raife,  that  his  punifhment  amounted  to  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment.  Galeazzo^  at  the  fame  time,  refufed  to  reftore  the 
old  prince  of  Carrara  to  his  freedom,  and  omitted  no  means 
to  make  the  young  one  uneafy  in  his  pofleifion  of  Padua^  by 
entertaining  and  fuccouring  the  Paduan  exiles. 
7he  Flo*  Such  a  variety  of  fufpicious  circumftances  put  the  Floren^ 
rentines  tines  upon  their  renewing  their  ancient  league  with  their 
r0iew  neighbouring  ftates,  which  they  did  at  Bologna,  The  par** 
their  ,  ties  who  came  into  the  confederacy  were,  befides  the  Floren^ 
league,  fines  and  the  Bolognefe^  the  PaduAns  and  the  Ferrarefe  %  but  a 
liberty  was  referved  for  any  other  ftate  to  enter  into  the  con- 
federacy, which  the  Mantmns  foon  after  did.  This  confe- 
deracy is  a  frefh  proof  of  the  paffion  for  liberty,  which  the 
<  Italian  ftates  cheri(bed  in  thofe  days,  and  the  wife  meafures 
they  purfued  to  preferve  it.  It  however  gave  great  umbrage 
to  Galeazzo^  who,  in  his  turn,  publicly  complained  that  the 
Florentines  never  had  been  fincere  in  the  peace  they  had  con-* 
eluded  with  him,  and  he  accordingly  made  preparations  for- 
renewing  the  war  with  more  vigour  than  ever  v  but»  to  gaia 
time  he  named  ambaiTadors  pfevioufly  to  treat  witb  the  Flo* 
rentines. 
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EvELY  page  of  the  Ftoreniine  hiftory  produces  inflaoccs  of  y^wr 
the  g\ory  attending  the  encouragement  of  commerce  amongft^r/^^ 
a  free  people.    Florence  had  in  a  manner  fupported,  on  her  ricbei  and 
own  flioulders,  the  liberty  otTufcany  ;   and  had  juft  finifhed,  «va^»^. 
with  honour,  a  moft  expenfive  and  ruinous  war  wiAi  the^^^*^. 
greateft  prince  in  Italy,     She  had  paid  immenfe  fubfidies  to 
the  princes  both  of  Germany  and  France^  without  being  be? 
neficed  by  thein>  and  irreproachably  fulfilled  all  the  engage- 
ments {he  had  entered  into  :    (he  was  dreaded,  hated,  and 
envied  by  many  of  the  neighbouring  ftates,  againft  whom 
fte  was  obliged  to  keep  armies  on  foot  to  guard  againft  their 
furprizcs ;  and  yet  fbe  continued  fo  immeniely  rich,  that  her 
citizens,  at  this  time,   outvied   thofe  of  all  Europe^   in  the 
(plendor  and  elegance  of  their  equipages,  in  their  manner  of 
living,  in  their  buildings  and  public  exhibitions.    While  they 
every  day  expeded  to  re-enter  into  a  bloody  and  expenflve 
war  with  Galeazz»^  they  were  celebrating  tilts  and  tourna- 
ments, in  honour  of  the  birth  of  the  French  king's  eldeft  fon, 
with  a  magnificence  that  amazed  all  Europe.  From  the  defcrip- 
tion  their  hiftorian '  has  given  us  of  thofe  diverfions,  it  is  plain 
that  they  were  intended  as  an  imitation  of  theTrojan  games,  fo 
finely  defcribed  by  f^rgily  and  common  amongft  the  Romans, 
who  were   the  patterns  of    the,  Florentine   policy,   both   in 
peace  and  war ;  but  with  this  advantage  in  favour  of  the  lat- 
ter, that  they  were  a  commercial  (late. 

After  this  magnificent  exhibition,  Galeazzo's  ambaflTadors  Kewiia^ 
came  to  Florence^  where,  in  a  public  audience,  they  highly  tion  'with 
extolled  their  prince's  good  faith  and  good  will  towards  the  Galeazzo, 
Fkrentines^  who  anfwered  them  in  terms  equally  polite  and 
general.  The  ambaflfadors  had  expected  that  the  Florentines 
would  hare  entered  upon  the  fubje£l  of  their  complaints 
againft  their  mafter ;  but  being  difappointed,  they  told  the 
Fhrentines  plainly,  that  their  inflru^ions  were  to  enter  upon 
particulars  on  three  heads  :  that  of  the  banditti,  of  the  be- 
haviour of  the  Siennefe^  and  the  detention  of  the  old  prince 
of  Carrara  and  Kuci  in  prifon.  As  to  the  firft,  they  pre- 
tended chat  their  mafter  had  done  all  that  was  in  his  power 
to  prevent  fuch  illegal  aflbciations.  With  regard  to  the  fe* 
cond,  he  faid,  he  was  fo  far  from  encouraging  the  Siennefe^ 
that  he  had  withdrawn  his  protection  from  them,  to  render 
them  more  tradable.  With  regard  to  the  laft  head^  they 
fiiid,  it  was  no  juft  fubjed  of  complaint,  as  nothing  had  been 
fitpulated  by  the  peace  oi Genoa  :  that  the  mi(behaviour  of  the 
young  prince  oi  Carrara  was  the  reafon  of  his  father's  de^ 
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tcntion ;  and  that  Rial  was  the  property  of  an  officer,  and 
whom  Galeazzo  could  not  force  to  deliver  him  up. 
Wmhom         The  Florentinei  2S^^tA  great furprize  at  this.fpeech,  and 
ikey  find    denied  they  had  given  authority  to  any  one  to  fay,  that  they 
deputies,     had  entertained  any  fufpicions  of  Galeazzo's  friendlhip.     It 
appeared,  however,  afterwards,  that  the  difcoveiy  had  been 
made  to  him  by  the  imprudence  of  a  Florentine  pried,  who 
had  been  employed  at  his  court.     The  Florentines^  therefore, 
declined  making  any  reply  \  and  the  ambailkdors  upbraided 
them  with  theil*  having   received  the  Maniuan^  which  lay, 
as  it  were,  in  the  bofom.  of  their  matter's  domioions,  into  their 
confederacy.      To  this  laft  charge    the  Florentines  replied, 
that  the  Mantuans  were  their  ancient  allies  ;  and  that,  by  ad- 
mitting them  into  their  league,  they  did  no  more  than  renew 
their  former  alliance  with  them  \  and  that  the  whole  of  their 
confederacy  was  no  other  than  dcfenfive.     As  to  the  other 
parts  of  their  commiHion,  the  Florentines  informed  them  that 
they  would  fend  a  fatisfaftory  anfwer  to  GaUazTso  by  depu- 
ties of  their  own.     Three  accordingly  were  chofen,  Felippo 
AdimoTj  Rinaldo  Giafifigliazzoy  and  Gutdo  TommaJi\    but  an 
incident  happened  at  this  time  very  alarming  to  the  Floren* 
tines. 
Death  of        W'e  have,  on  feveral  occaGons,  mentioned  JPiter  Gamba* 
Gamba-    curta^  who  had  long  tht  chief  fway  at  Pifa^  and,  by  all  ac- 
corta.        counts,  was  one  of  the  worthieft  men  in  his  time.     He  had 
a  fecrctary,  Giacomo  di  Appiano^  who  had  ferved  him  fo  long 
that  he  was  let  into  all  his  affairs  and  fecrets  \    and  being 
employed  and  trufted  by  his  mailer  in   his  moft  important 
concerns,'  he  privately  formed  a  faction  again  ft  Gambacurta 
in  favour  of  Galeazzo^  who  fupported  him.     In  the  late  war 
Appiano  had  fent  his  fon  Vannes  to  ferve  under  Galea%xo; 
and  the  youth  being  taken  prifoner,  Galeazzo  valued  him  fo 
much,  that  he  exchanged  Ricci  for  him.     On  the  return  of 
Fannes  to  Pifoy  their  party  openly  declared  thcmfelves  ;  and 
though  Gambacurta  was  often  forewarned  of  bis  fate,  Appiano 
'  found  means  to  put  him  to  death,  and  to  kite  upon  the  go- 

vernment*. This  refolution,' fo  unfavourable  for  the  Fhrni- 
tineSy  happened  on  the  fecond  of  O£iober^  I392>  according 
to  the  Siennefe  annals,  and  retarded  the  departure  of  the  ^A- 
rentine  deputies.  It  was  now  plain,  that  the  whole  had  been 
fchemed  and  effected  by  Galeazzo^  who.fe  partizan  Appiano 
profeffed  himfelf  to  be.  At  laft  the  deputies  departed,  and 
two  or  three  years  paffed  in  a  ftate  of  neither  war  nor  peace 
between  Galeazzo  and  the  Florentines  ;    each  was  civil  to  the 

■  AnrialiSanefiapud  MuRATORi,  torn.  xix.  ad  ann.  1392. 
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etfatr^, ax^  each  endeavoured  to  betray  and  outwit,  one. ^n* 
other.  Wc  fliall,  therefore,  lay  hold  of  ^is' interval  to  men- 
tion tome  particulars,  which,  though  of  importance  to  his- 
tory, cannot  properly  be  interwoven  with  the  narrative  of 
wars  or  civil  tranfatStions. 

Thb  hiftorian  Leonard  of  Arexz:^  whom  we  have  all  along  ^xsr4tcr£' 
menrioned  by  the  nafpe  of  Aretlrty  informs  us  **,  that  he  was  nafs  fit  <^ 
ax  tbfs  time  a  young  man  ftudying  the  civil  law,  and  there-  iv{ht{^ajm% 
fore  we  may  look  upon  him  in  feme  fenfe  as  a  cotemporary 
author.  Ffoqn  him  we  learn,  that  the  Italians^  and  the  Flo- 
rentines  in  particular,  had,  for  fome  time,  laid  afide  the  ufe 
of  arms,  from  tJ»e  great  convcniency  they  found  in  hiring 
and  employing  foreign  troops,  and  that  thofe  foreigners  were 
all  of  them  cavalry.  We  mention  this  circumftance  to  ac- 
count for  the  extraordinary  exceeding  of  the  cavalry  over  the 
infantry  in  all  the  Italmn  armies,  which  the  reader  meets 
.  with  in  almoft  every  page  of  this  hiftory.  He  tells  us,  how- 
ever, that  at  this  time  the  prajfiice  of  hiring  foreign  horfemeit 
was  entirely  difufed  in  Itafy^  and  the  Italian  cavalry  was  every 
where  preferred  to  the  foreign.  There  might,  notwithftanding, 
be  a  reafon  for  this,  which  Aretin  does  not  mention  ;  w'e  measi 
the  other  wars  jn  which  the  other  princes  of  Europe  were 
now  involved,  by  which  jthey  found  employment  in  their  ow/i 
armies  for  all  their  men.  This  fudden  change  of  cbarafler 
feems  to  have  affected  the  common  people  of  Tujcany  in  a 
moft  extraordinary  manner.  According  to 'jfretirt^  nothing 
was  to  be  feen  all  9ver  the  towns  but  long  folemn  procef- 
Jions  of  the  inhabitants  dreft  in  white.  All  were  wrapt  up  in 
the  fervourtof  devotion.  All  animofities  between  one  place 
and  another  were  now  forgot.  Two  full  months  were  fpent  ' 
in  thofe  mutual  peregrinations  from  town  to  town.  They 
who  before  had  been  fworn  enemies,  now  embraced  each 
other  as  friends.  AJl  gates  flew  open,  and  all  places  were 
acceffible  at  the  approach  of  the  white  robed  proceflio- 
nifls.  Love  and  friendfhip  feemed  to  poflefs  every  breaft, 
and  the  univerfal  chorus  was  peace  and  pity.  They  who  were  « 
the  moft  forward  in  deriding  the  accounts  of  thofe  extraor- 
dinary appearances^  no  fooner  faw  them  than  they  feeqied  to 
be  fmittea  with  the  contagion,  and  were  the  foremod  in  put- 
ting OQ  white  garments  (A).    The  Flonntims  ihared  deep 

in 

^  Vide  Lbosaudi  Arbtini  rerum  fao  tempore  in  Italia  gcda^ 
nua  com^sentarius. 

(A)  In  the  printed  copies  of    taken  of  a  remarkable  difierervt 

Jta'nft  commentary  notice  is    leading  on  this  occafioo.    Some 
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» in  the  common  infcflion  j    and  no  fewer  than  four  procef^ 
fions  went  out  of  their  city,  which  was  thereby  left  uninha- 
^  bitcd.     At  laft  the  contagion  fpread  all  over  Italy ;    and,  ac- 

cording to  Antin^  no  certain  account  could  be  given  of  its 
rife. 
7^ Flo-       -The  revival  of  Gr/^/i  learning  at  this  period,  after  lying 
rehtines     dead  in  Ital)\  according  to  Aretiriy  fcvcn  hundred  years,  does 
thirrvi'    honour  to  the  Florentine  name.     The  emperor  of  C^^^/rr/-' 
^s  of      „Qpig  had  come  to  Italy ^  to  follicit  affiftance  againft  the  Tarisy, 
Uarntng.    ^^^  j^^^  j^^  j^j^  ^^.^j^^  ,^  noble  Byzantine  called  Chryfoloras^  re- 
nowned for  his  knowledge  of  6V^/i' learning,     ihe  Floren- 
tines,  by  a  folemn  deputation,  invited  this  iliuftrious-  fchoYar 
to  their  city,  where  be  was  received  with  all  the  honours  due 
to  his  rank  and  merit,    and  a  falary  was  allowed  hinn   fdr 
opening  a  fchool  for  Greek  leftures.    Thus,  to  the  immor- 
tal credit  of  the  Florentines,  Europe  owes  that  invaluable  ac- 
quifiiion  to  them.     Aretin  preferred  the  leQures  of  Chry/olaras 
to  thofe  of  his  law  matters,  and  has  given  us  a  particular  lift 
of  his  noble  fchool  fellows.    Chryfoloras  kept  his  fchoo!  open 
for  above  two  years }   but  was  obliged  to  attend  his  mafler  at 
Milan,  being  upon  his  return  ioConftaniinople.    While  we 
are  upon  this  fubjeS,  it  is  but  jufticc  to  Florence,  and  the 
memory  of  Aretin,  who  was  a  fubjeft  of  Florence,  to  mention 
that  he  may  be  confidered  as  the, great  reviver  of  claflical  La- 
tin in  Europe,  and  that  no  writer  fince  that  time  has  exceeded 
his  ftile  in  purity  and  precifion ;    nor  were  his  country nitti 
ungrateful  to  his  merit,  for  they  raifed  him  to  the  greateft  em- 
ployments in  their  ftate. 
Death  and     The  Florentines,  during  the  ceflation  of  their  war  with  Ga- 
ehara^er   leazzo,  admitted  into  the  confederacy,   of  which  they  were 
•/"Hawk-  the  head,  the  inhabitants  of  Rimini,  Faenza,  Ravenna,  Imo- 
wood.        la,  znA  Citta  di  Caftello^     This  enlargement  of  the  confede- 
racy was  the  more  neceflary.  as  the  banditti,  privately  en- 
couraged by  Gahazzo,  grew  daily  more  and  more  formidable. 
But  the  Florentines,  at  this  time,  received  an  irrecoverable 
A.  D.     Wow  by  the  death  of  the  great  Z\t  John  Hawkwood,  which 
'394"     happened  in  the  year  1394.    All  the  Italian  writers  of  this 
age,  of  whatever  country  or  fadion  ihey  were,  agree,  that 
he  was>  at  the  time  of  his  death,  incomparably  the  greateft 
general* hi  Italy,  if  not  in  Europe,    He  married  the  natural 
daughter  of  Bamabo  duke  of  Jmlan,  by  whom  he  is  (aid  to 

reading  it  Et  quajt  Dee  correft?,  which  fignrfies  as  if  they  had 

as  if  they  had  been  fcized  by  been  feized   by  what  we  ma/ 

"God.      Other   copies   read  it,  call  t  fit  of  madncfe. 
Et  quafi  4tftro,  ui  dicitur^  correfti, 

have 
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have  received  in  portion  a  million  of  florinsf.  Notwithfland- . 
Ing  his  foreign  fervrces,  he  never  forgot  that  he  was  an  Eng-- 
lijbrnan  \  and  it  was  throut^h  his  means  that  the  marriage  be- 
tween GWf^za;?s  daughter  and  prince  Liontloi  England  \qo)[l 
pbce.  HiHoiians  obiVrve,  that  though  Hcwkivosd  died  in 
extreme  ofd  age,  it  did  not  at  all  abate  the  vigour  of  his 
youth  ;  for  he  fnewed  greater  fpirit,  as  well  as  gencralfliip, 
in  his  iaft  campaign,  than  he  had  done  in  any  of  his  pre- 
ceding. We  cannot  take  leave  of  this  great  man  without 
cnc  obferi'ation,  which  is,  that  though  he  (erved  various 
(iates)  and  in  difFerent  interefts,  yet  nolmputation  lies  on  his 
IDcn^ory  of  being  either  mercenary  or  ungrateful ;  (o  that  his, 
conduiSt  is  as  irreproachable  as  a  man,  as  it  was  great  as  a 
hero  (B).  After  being  the  fcour^c  he  became  the  favjour  of 
the  Florentine  liberty  ;  and  after  his  death  he  was,  at  the  pub- 
lic e^pencc,  honoured  with  a  noble  funeral,  and  a  magnifi- 
cent monMment, 

After  the  banl/hmcnt  of  Albert} ^  faflions  prevailed  in  Ci'vilfac* 
Florence^  and  many  of  his  friends  and  party  were  either  exiled^  ''^^^  '» 
admonifted,  or  put  to  death,  by  what  Machiavel'^  calls  the  Florence* 
Balia,  which  was  an  extraordinary  power  delegated,  up^n 
certain  occafions,  to  the  lords,  the  colleges,  the  eight,  the 
captains  of  the  wards,  and  the  fyndics  of  the  trades^.  Mafi 
Alb'iTA  was  an  enemy  to  the  houfe  of  Alhertts  on  account  of 
the  death  of  Pietro  Albizi  ;  and  being  gonfalonier  of  juflice, 
iie  procured  Jiberio  and  Andrea  Alter (i^  to  be  accufcd  of 
holding  a  correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  (late.  This 
"brought  on  a  frcfti  profecution  of  the  Alberti  party,  in  which 
i'uch  numbers  of  the  lower  ranks  of  the  pet  pie  were  either 
admoniO^ed  or  put  to  death,  that  the  multitude  took  arms. 
Part  of  chem  ran  to  the  great  fquare,  where  the  magiftraces 
Were  affembled^  and  forced  them  to  give  them  for  their  leaders 
Rinaldo  Gianjigliazzo^  and  Donato  Auiaivoii^  with  the  enfigns 

•Vide  Paul  Jovius  in  Barnaba,  pafif.  |ro,  and  Barnes'^ 
Life  of  £d\f ard  ni.  pa§.  718.  *  Vide  Machiavel's  Hif- 

tory  of  Florence,  book  lii.  ^  Id.  ibid. 

f  B)  He  had  a  fon  named  ychannes^  film  Johannh  Haiit^ 
JobHf  born  in  Itafy^  made  wood^  tmles^  naius  in  partitui 
knight  and  naturalized  10  the  Itidiit  faBui  indigtfuiy  ann,  S. 
(eventk  year  of  king  HemjW,  Hen,  Ik,  mater  ejus  nata  in  par- 
ts appear eth  by  the  record  (1),  libus  tranfmarinis. 

10  InBih.  Cot..^  in  A^'tb,  turris  I^nd,  l.  Pars  Pat,  An,  %,  tm.  l^, 
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of  the  Guelphs  and  the  people  in  their  hands.  Others  ran  to 
the  houfe  of  Vert  tft  Medici  (C)^  and  bcfought  him  to  take 
upon  him  the  government  of  the  ftate,  which  he  nobly  rc- 
fufed ;  but  told  the  people  at  the  fame  time  he  would  do  them 
aU  the  fcrvice  he'could.  He  accordingly  repaired  to  the  pa- 
lace of  the  prefidents,  whom,  after  clearing:  himfelf  of  all 
ambitious  views>  he  exhorted  to  moderation.  The  magiftrateSf 
on  their  part,  made  fo  many  fair  profeffions,  that  f^ersy  upon 
his  return  to  the  people,  perfuaded  them  to  lay  down  their 
arms.  This  gave  time  to  the  magiftrates  to  arm  two  thou- 
fand  citizens,  who  they  knew  would  ftand  by  them ;  and 
they  proceeded  with  the  utmoft  feverity  againft  the  late  in- 
furgents,  many  of  whom  they  put  to  death,  an(l  admoniflied 
others.  They  were  oppofed  by  Dorutto  Jcciavoliy  who,  being 
too  precipitate  in  pufhing  for  the  recal  of  the  exiles,  was  con- 
vi6ted  of  pradices  againft  the  ftate,  and  confined  in  pri(bn« 
Many  of  the  family  of  Medici ^  and  their  friends,  were  ba- 
niflied  at  the  fame  time.  The  chief  exiles,  moft  of  whom 
were  fprightly  young  men,  retired  to  Bologna ;  but  we  arc 
now  to  attend  the  military  affairs  oi  Florence^  which  Madna^ 
Affairs  6f  vel  has  fcarcely  mentioned. 

Ferrara.         Upon  the  death  of  Alberto ^  prince  of  Ferrara^  whofe  fon 
^  Nicholas  at  that  time  was  very  young,  Azzo^  who  was  nearly 

related  to  the  family,  was  obliged  by  the  tutors  of  the  young 
prince  to  abandon  Ferrara^  and,  after  fpending  fome  time  at 
Fenici  he  came  to  Florence^  where  he  made  a  fplendid  appear- 
ance. Leaving  Florence  at  the  head  of  fome  followers,  and 
being  privately  fupported  by  GahazzOy  he  marched  to  the 
Romagnoy  where  his  party  grew  fo  ftrong,  that  Nicholas  was 
in  danger  of  being  depofed.  The  Florentines  mediated  be- 
tween them;  but  finding  Azzo  intra£!able,  they  declared 
themfelves  guardians  to  Nicholas,  Azzo  was  backed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Ravenna  and  ForB^  and  above  all  by  count 
Barbianiy  and  continued  to  be  underhand  affifled  by  Gale- 
azzo»  Upon  this  the  Florentines^  perceiving  a  war  was  un- 
avoidable, raifed  an  army,  but  before  it  could  take  the  fidU, 
Srogla  and  Brandolino^  at  the  head  of  fome  of  the  banditti 
in  jJiztf's  pay,  furprifed  the  Qz^\t  oi  Gargonza  nczv  Are%z9. 
This  obliged  the  Florentines  to  divide  their  army.  One  part 
of  it  wi^  detached  to  J'ccover  Gargonza^  and  another  under 
a  foreign  count  called  Conrfid  W9s  Tent  into  the  Ferrarefey  and 

(C)  Areiin  is  illent  as  to  the    authority  at  this  period  is  im- 
noble  bchtfviour  of  Veri  on  this    ^ueftionablc,  has  menttoned  it. 


occafiOD  ;  but  Macbiavel^  wbofe 
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twelve  field  deputies,  (an  ojffice  which  had  hin  dormant  ever 
fince  the  laft  peace)  weie  appointed  to  attend  their  army.  The 
Bolognefe  had  fome  connections  with  A%%iiy  which  kept  them 
neutral  in  this  difpute. 

While  thofe  great  preparations  were  independence,  am-?^^Plo- 
bafiadors  came  from  the  emperor  Winceflam^  fon  of  the  em-  "^enoncs 
peror  CharUi  IV.  offering  the  Florentines  his  affiflance  againft^^^^*^  'f 
GaUazzd^  and  to  march  in  perfon  into  Italy  for  that  purpofc.      '^' 
Some  of  the  Florentine  allies,  fuch  as  the  Paduans  and  Man-^^^' 
t'tans^  were  eager  for  embracing  the  propofal ;   but  the  Fh- 
renfinesj  ever  true  to  the  maxims  of  independency,  were  fhy 
of  giving  an  epfipcror  of  Germany  any  footing  in  Italy.     They 
therefore  prevailed  with  their  allies  to  decline  the  emperors 
offer,  under  the  pretext  that  they  wer«  then,  negotiating  a 
peace  with  the  Milanefey  and  that  if  it  (hoiild  not  fucceed, 
they  would  accept  of  his  generous  ailiftance.    In  the  mean 
time  they  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the  Firench  king, 
as  being  the  lefs  dangerous  ally,  in  order  to  fecure  their  inde- 
'  pendency  againft  Galeazzo,  ^ 

We  now  arrive  at  the  vear  1395,  when  the  Ferrarefe  and  A.  D. 
the  Aitzzian  wars  were  will  continued  by  the  Florentines^  and  I395« 
botb ;  of  them  underhand  fed  and  fupported  by  Galeazzo* 
But  all  of  a  fudden  he  recalled  the  troops  ferving  m  the  Arez- 
xian  territories^  and  very  politically  prevailed  with  thofe  who 
had  furprifed  Gargonza  to  render  it  back  to  the  Florentines* 
As  to  the  Ferrarefe  war,  Aretin  informs  us  of  an  extraordinary 
incident,  which,  was  it  not  attefted  by  fo  great  an  authority 
as  bis  is,  we  fhould  not  have  inferred.  He  tells,  that  count 
Sariianif  the  great  proteSor  and  fupport  of  y/zz^,  the  pre- 
tender to  the  dukedom  of  Ferrara^  was  prevailed  upon  by  the 
promife  of  a  vaft  fum  of  money,  and  the  furrender  of  two  or 
three  important  places,  to  murder  Azzo.  But  it  feems  he 
dreft  up  a  perfon,  who  nearly  refembled  Azzo^  in  his  cloaths ; 
and  having  killed  him,  h,e  received  the  reward.  Soon  after 
the  real  Azzo  appeared  to  the  great  merriment  of  the  public^ 
This  foul  attempt  upon  Azzo%  life  did  fome  fervice  to  his 
caufes  but  AJlorgi  of  Faenza  joining  the  Florentines  againft 
him,  count  Conrad^  the  Florentine  general,  took  him  priioner,v 
and  he  was  confined  at  Faenza* 

AZZO  being  no  longer  dreaded,  the  Florentines^  who  had  7;^  pio. 
been  greatly  provoked  by  the  infolence  ofBarbiani^  befieged  i^ntines 
him  in  one  of  his  own  caftles.  But  the  profperoiis  ftate  of  the  W<^«  um- 
Fhrentine  afBirs  had,  by  this  time,  excited  the  jealoufy  of  arage  to 
their  allies.  The  inhabitants  of  Bologna^  Ravenna^  and  Into-  tbeirneigh' 
hi  openly  threatened  to  renounce  their  alliance,  if  they  pr6-  ^ww-'^ 
ceed^  to  farther  \:ooquefls  in  their  neighbourhood,  or  to  af- 
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fifl:  cither  Aflorgt  or  Nicholas  of  Firrara-    The  fiegc  of  Luca^ 
however,  ft  place  belonging  lo  Barbianiy  flill  went  on,  "When 
t  jflbcrico  Barbianij   his  relati6n«  and  Galeazzo*s  general,  un- 

dertook to  relieve  the  place.     Galiazzo  made  a  polite  apo- 
logy to  ihe  Florentines  for  his  general's  conduct,  and   they 
,    procured  the  fiegc  to  be^difcontii.ufd.     They,  however,  laid 
fiege  to  Cajlrocaiu  a  town  which  had  belonged  to  the  Reman 
fee,  and  had  been  fold  to  ihe  Florentines  by  the  pope's  gene- 
ral (a  traffic  not  uncommon  in  thofe  days)  but  treacheroufly 
detained  by  him  after  receiving  the  money.     The  Bohgnefe 
again  inteipofed,  as  did  the  inhabitants.of  Forli^  and  indeed 
all  the  Romagna  and  the  neighbouring  ftatcs,  vfhere  the  Fie- 
,       rentines  had  now  no  friends  but  JJiorgi  of  Faenza.     The  Flo- 
rentine hiflorian  himfelf  *  fccms  to  give  up  the  Florentines  on 
this  occafion,  and  to  condemn  their  undertaking  the  fiepe  of 
Ca/lrccan\  which  made  all  the  dates  of  Itafyi  even  the  /Vene- 
tians^ iheir  enemies.     At  laft^  by  friendly  interpofitions,  mat- 
ters were  compromifed  and  left  to  the  arbitration  of  Francijco 
x^  Cqrrara. 
Theyjup'        In  the  mean  while  Appianoy  who  was  now  the  governing 
^9r/Luc*   man  in  Pija^  attempted  to  rtd\ict  Lutca  to  his  obedience; 
cai  upon  which  the  Florentfnes  fent  a  body  of  troops  to  Pefcia^ 

which  is  but  ten  miles  from  Lucca^  and  a  deputy  to  the  Luc- 
fteje^  to  exhort  them  to  maintain  their  independency.     The 
Lucquefe^  fenfiblc  of  this  generous  interpofition,  admitted  the 
Florentine  troops  into  their  city,  and  drove  the  befie;»ers  from 
their  works ;  upon  which  the  friendfhip  was  renewed  between 
the  Florentines  and  the  Lucqueje^  and  the  Pifans  were  detcfted 
by  both. 
Qommo*         jtCCIAlVOLh   a  noble  Florentine^  after  various  rcvolu- 
tions  in      tions  of  power  in  that  city,  was  now  at  its  head.    He  had 
Florence,  long  concurred  in  the  general  maxims  of  the  ftate ;    but  all 
of  a  fudden  he  favoured  the  exiles  and  the  admonifhed,  and 
joined  with  Angela^  the  gonfalonier's  fon,  in  a  projeS  to  re- 
(lore  and  recapacitate  them  to  enjoy  public  honours.    Their 
icbemes  being  made  known  to  the  magiftrates,  all  of  thenr  as 
one  man  joined  to  defeat  them  ;  and  Jcciaivoli^  with  his  ac; 
complices,  were  fent  into  exile.     This  amazing  rcverfe  of 
fortune,  with  regard  to  a  man  who,  but  a  few  days  before, 
'       was  little  lefs  than  fovercign  of  the  Florentine  ftate,  is  a  ftrong 
proof  how  tenacious  the  Florentines  were  then  of  their  liber- 
ties.    Their  feverity  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  AcciaivoH 
was  a  citizen  of  irreproachable  morals,  both  in  public  and 
private  life ;    and  no  charge  was  brought  againu  him  but 
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^be  great  credit  he  had^  in  rhd  (late,  which  his  fellawcitJeens 
thought  incompatible  with  the  name  of  a  htt  government! 
Along  with  him  were  banifhed  many  other  popular  citizens^ 
both  nobte  and  ignoble^  fo  that  at  leaft  one  half  of  the  Flo* 
nntine  peopIc^  were  at  this  time  deemed  exiles.   . 

This  year  Galeazxo  obtained  from  the  emperor  of  ff^-Nfilan 
many  J  who  pretended  to  be  lord  paranaount  of  Milan^  the  ^^^'^^  «»^tf 
title  of  duke,  having' before  that  time  been  defigned  only^^'"^- 
count  of  Vtrtue^  which  was  his  patrimonial  inheritance.     He 
formally  fignified  to  the  Florentines  his  new  acceflions  of  ho- 
nours, and  they  in  complaifance  celebrated  fcftivities  upon  it. 
But  thofe  appearances  of  joy  were  checked  in  the  beginning     A.  D. 
of  the  year  13916,  when  the  exiles  and  die  banditti  invaded     '39^- 
the  jfrtzzian  territory  with  fire  and  fword.     They  were  foon 
joined  by  BarbknU  the  fworn  enemy  of  the  Florentines,  with 
a  great  force.     Th?  Florentines  knew  that  Barbiani's  troops 
were  mercenaries,  and  wifely  refolved  to  deal  with  them  as 
fuch.     They  offered  money  to  their  two  leaders,  CantelU  and 
Filippo  of  Pifuy  and  thereby  prevailed  with  them  to  leave  ^jr- 
hiant'%  fervice,  and  to  enter  into  theirs.    We  are  not  autho-  fr^g^^  ^/* 
rizcd  upon  the,  face  of  hlftory  to  (aj  what  the  fecret  views  Qitbe  Flo- 
the  Florentine  government  were  at  this  time ;    but  it  is  cer-  rentines.  • 
tain  that  the  Italian  ftates  thought  them  to  be  dangerous. 
The  generals  and  troops  that  the  Florentines  bought  off  from 
JBarbianiy  to  the  number  of  fifteen  hundred  hor£b,  Joinefd 
their  army,  which  was  in  Modena^  under  BartoUmeo  ofPrato 
and  Antonio  Obizi,  and  made  excurfions  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Reggio  and  Parma^  by  which  all  Barbiani\  fchemes  fell  to 
the  ground.    Galea^zo  complained  bitterly  of  thofe  diforders. 
The  Florentine f  anfwered,  that  Caniel/i's  men  (for  Pietro  of 
Pi/a  had  been  detained  by  Barbinni)  were  not  in  the  fervice     ^    ' 
oi  Florence^  they  having  received  only  as  It  wertfa  retaining 
fee,  in  cafe  their  fervices  fhould  be  required ;  a  pra^ice  they 
had  learned  from  Galeazzo  himfelf.    This  apology,  however, 
feems  to  be  very  evafiye,  it  being  notorious  that  they  were  in 
the  Florentine  pay  j    for  after  re-eftab!iftiing  Nicholas  of  Fer- 
rara  in  his  government,  they  marched    to  Tufcany^    where 
they  were  employed  by  the  Lucquefe  againft  the  Pifans  of  Ap- 
piano's  party,  whom  the  Florfnttnes  fecretly  hated.     Jppiano 
upon  this  applied  to  Barbiani^  who  marched  with  his  remain- 
ing forces  to  his  affillance ;    upon  which  the  Florentine  mer- 
cenaries retired  to  Lucca^  and  the  reft  of  the  feafon  was  fpent 
in  mutual  (kirmiflies  of- no  great  importance. 

Mean*  while,  the  F&r^«/i«f  deputies  at  Milan  fent  advice  Galeazzo 
of  a  large  body  of  troops,  who  were  marching  under  the  ^JPJ^  '^^ 
cotmts  of  Alberigo  and  MaJefpina^  Ijy  GaleaZT^^  order,  to  the  Pi^^s* 
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afBftante  6f  the  Pifans.  The  Florentines j  afftding  great  mo- 
deration, not  knowing  wheie  the  ftorm  might  fall,  mediated 
a  peace,  which  with  fome  difficulty  they  at  laft  efieded,  and 
T^iijcany  was  evacuated  of  all  thofe  mercenaries.  Barbiam 
marched  into  Lombardy\  where  he  harraflcd  the  Ferrarefe  and 
the  AfarJuan,  The  Florentir.es  underftanding  that  in  this  he 
was  inftigated  bv  Galeazzo^  protcflcd  and  encouraged  the  Pi- 
'    •  fan  exiles  againft  Appiano.  Thus,  matters  for  fome  time  (load 

iifither  in  a  ftate  of  peace  nor  war,  till  Jppiano  at  laft  per* 
fuadcJ  Galeazzo  to  ent^r  upon  hoftilities,    and  to  order  al) 
his  troops  and  generals  to  rendezvous  at  Pifa^  which  they 
did  in  fuch  numbers  as  ftruck  terror  into  Florence. 
Prepara-       Notwithstanding  this  the  Florentine  magiftrates  bc- 
tiens  fftht  haved  with  great  intrepidity.     They  now  openly  took  Bartbar 
Florea-      lomrtv  of  Prato  into  their  pay,  and  gave  the  chief  command 
^^*        of  their  troops  to  Bernard^  a  French  nobleman  of  great  repu- 
tation, who  brought  along  with  him  (ix  hundred  choice  horfe 
and  two  hundred  foot,  which  were  quartered  about  5/.  il^* 
niato  and  Fucetti  :    they  likewife  applied  to  the  Bologtufe^  and 
their  other  allies ;  tho*  the  affiftance  received  from  them  was 
but  flow  and  infignificant.     The  firft  ftorm  of  war  fell  upon 
the  Li^cquefey  who  were  fuccoured  by  Bernard,     yfppiinnlM 
ht)ld  of  this  opportunity  to  attempt  to  (urpnze  St,  A^Hfat§^ 
a  ftrong  place,  and  ot  the  laft  importance  to  FLrence,     For 
this  purpofe  he  tampered  with  Benedetto  Marigiadoriy  one  of 
the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  entered  it  by  twilight, 
with  no  more  than  fi^venteen  accomplices,  and  killed  the  firft 

Erefident,  expe£ling,  as  be  had  concerted  with  Appianay  to 
e  fupported  by  a  ftrong  detachment  from  Pifa.  This  de- 
tachment happened,  by  mere  accident,  to  fall  in  with  a 
party  of  Florentine  troops;  and,  imagining  the  whole  con- 
fpiiucy  to  be  difcovered,  it  leturncd  to  Pi/a.  The  townf* 
men  of  5/.  MiniatOy  perceiving  the  confpirators  were  not  fop- 
ported,  took  arms  and  drove  them  out  of  the  place;  and 
the  Florentines^  who,  on  the  firft  account  they  received, 
thought  that  their  liberties  were  ruined,  took  care  to  guard 
againfl  future  furprizes.  This  difappointment  ferved  but  the 
i^ore  to  exafperate  Galeazzo  and  his  generals^  whofe  tiDOps 
now  rendezvoufed  at  Sienna  in  fucb  numbers,  that  the  Fla^ 
Their  dan- rentine  army,  unable  to  keep  the  field,  wert  obliged  to  uke 
t*r.  ihelter  in  their  fortified  places. 

It  was  generally  thought  at  Florence^  that  the  firft  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy  would  be  againft  Arezzo^  which  is  at  the 
fame  diftance  as  Flerence  is  from  Sienna ;  but,  contrary  to  ex- 
pe£btion,  they  directed  their  march  againft  Florence  'vi(f:)fy 
their  i6ict  being  tqi  tboufand  cavalry,  and  a  proportionabte 
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ttuitiber  rf  frifanf ry.     Ae  nd  war  had  been  Formally  declared, 
the  country  people  not  being  upon  their  guard,  were  in  t  mod 
ihiferable  fitudlion,  being  purfued  half  naked  into  Fhrencej 
and  the  neighbouring  towns,  by  the  enemy,  who  proceeded, 
whereter  they  came,  with  fire  and  fword,  fo  that  the  whole 
country  about  Florence  was  in  a  blaze.     The  Phrentmes^  per- 
ceiving their  danger,  ordered  Bevfiard  and  their  army  to  draw        ' 
near  their  city,  whilft,  happily  for  them,  rhcir  encrtiies  under- 
took the  ficge  of  Segnty  a  ftrong  town  near  Fhrence.     Not 
being  able  to  take  it,  their  generals  began  to  differ  amongft     ^  jy 
tbemfelves,  and  their  army  to  moulder  away  5    ib  that  the     i^g^, 
whole  expedition  returned  to  Sienna. 

FLORENCE  being  thus  delivered  from  one  of  the  greateft 
dangers  that  had  ever  threatened  her,  was  in  danger  ot  being 
iruined  by  the  rigorous  difcipline  of  her  general.  Galeazza 
.  was  at  this  time  entirely  intent  upon  reducing  Mantua^  which 
he  befieged  by  land  and  water;  and  diflfentions  increafing 
amongft  his  generals,  Paoh  Vrfini  and  Blordiy  with  feveral  ' 

other  general  officers,  entered, with  their  troops  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Florentines,    As  moft  of  them  were  foldiers  of  for- 
tune, the  fubjefb  of  Florence  fometimes  fuffcred  equally  from 
them  as  from  their  enemies.     Bartholomew  of  Prato  was  next 
in  command  to  Bernard  m  t\iQ  Florentine  army;    but  notBarthofo- 
brooklng  the  other's  fuperbrrty,  he  plundered  fome  maga-  mew  of 
zines  which  the  general  had  erefted  for  the  ufe  of  his  army  5  Prato  put 
upon  which  Bernard  ^t  him  to  death.     This  punifliment'^  ^<^^^^* 
infltded  on  a  general  officer,  who,  in  his  military  capacity, 
was  efteemed  ro  be  equal  if  not  fuperior  to  Bernard  himfelf, 
highly  difgufted  the  Florentine  auxiliaries  and  mercenaries, 
Paolo  Urfmi  and  Fclippo  of  Pi  fa,  who  was  now  in  the  Floren-   , 
tine  fervice?  feparatcd  from  Bernard \    and  it  was  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  that  the  field- deputies  kept  the  reft  of  the 
army  togcthcf ;    but  they  aded  with  fo  much  prudence  and 
refolution,  that  their  country  buffered  but  little  in  the  end| 
by  the  example  of  jufticc  that  had  been  madel 

This  was  the  more  vironderful,  as  the  enemy  wis  ft  ill  very  fhe  Flo- 
pdwerful  in  Tufcdny  and  Mantua^  a  ftate  in  alliance  with  Flo-  rentihes 
remk.     Count  Alberigo  eon^manded  the  Pifan  army  at  Sienna  \fuccour 
and  a  grtiat  body  of  the  Pifah  troops  were  encamped  about  Mantua. 
Poliaano  and  Cortono.     Notwidiftanding  all   the  difficulties 
and  dangers  that  then  furrounded  the  FlorentineSy  they  re- 
fohti  to  fuccour  Mantua^  and  fcfr  that  purpofe   gave  the 
command  of  a  body  of  troop*  to  count  Hu^uei  de  Mofitfort^ 
who  was  foon  fiiperfeded  in  his  command  by  Cork  Malatefta^ 
a  much  abler  general.    All  this  while  the  war  was  carried 
very  brcfldy  oh  in  Tufcahy^  biit  gen<?rally  to  the  advantage  of 
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the  Florenilnei^  whofc  incurfions  rtac|je<J  to  ihc  v?ry  gates  ol 
Sienna  and  Pij'a, 
Coufpiracy  The  more  glorious  ihc  conduft  of  the  Florentims  w?s 
//r  Flo-  abroad,  the  greater  was  their  danger  at  home.  MofodiAl- 
rcricc  i  ifl^^  ever  fmce  the  banifliment  of  jlcciaivoli^  had  held-  the 
chief  fway  in  Florince^  where  he  was  hated  by  a  great  part  of 
the  citizens.  The  chief  of  the  exiles  refidcd  at  this  time  at 
Bologna^  and  they  held  a  private  correfpondence  wiih  Pig» 
giello  aod  Bar  onto  Caviccludi  %  two  citizens  who  lived  admo- 
nithed  and  fequeftered  from  the  government  of  Florence* 
Thofc  two  perfons  invited  fix  young  noblemen  of  great  qua- 
lity, and  two  citizens  of  meaner  degree,  to  return  fccretJy  to 
the  city,  and  to  begin  an  infurreftion  in  favour  of  the  exiled 
citizens,  by  aflaflinating  Jlhizi.  The  names  of  the  confpi- 
rators  were  Pachio  Cavicciulli^  Thomas  de  Rkcu  Antonio  de 
Medici f  Bi'iiedetto  Spini^  Antonio  Giro/ami^  and  Crijlufi^ro  "Cur- 
lone,  Thofe  ihoughtlcfs  young  noblemen  met  with  the  fate 
their  ralhnefs  ttierited.  Being  admitted  into  the  city,  ore 
of  their  fpies  watched  Albizi^s  houfe;  and  upon  his  coming 
abroad  they  ran  to  kill  him,  but  either  cafually  or  adviftdly 
he  dipt  into  an  apothecary's  (hop,  and  efcaped  the  danger. 
This  difappointment  did  not  daunt  the  confpirators.  Flouriih* 
ing  their  fwords  they  called  out  ^^  Libetty  and  defiru^ion  to 
*'  the  tyrants,"  and  killed  two  perfons  ot  the  oppofite  party. 
dihvertd  This  proceeding  ftruck  the  citizens  with  horror,  fo  that  not 
ividpu'  ^  "^^"  joined  the  confpirators,  who  retired  to  the  church  of 
nijhid,  ^*'  Reparata,  determined  to  fell  their  lives  as  dear  as  they 
could.  The  church  doors,  however,  were  broken  open^  and 
the  confpirator^  either  killed  or  feized,  and  after  trial  put  cq 
death. 
Jjiotlfer  MACHIAVEL  informs  us,  that  when  this  «infurre£iiofi ' 
con/piracy,  was  fuppreffcd,  Florence  efiiaped  another  confpiracy,  formed 
by  Gakazza  agatnft  her  liberty.  His  plot  was  to  introduce  a 
company  of  refolute  banditti  into  the  city,  where  they  were 
to  be  admitted  by  accomplices  of  their  own  party,  and  to 
murder  all  the  magiitrates  and  minifters  of  fiate.  One  Sam- 
miato  was  Galeazzo's  chief  agent  in  this  confpiracy,  which 
he  opened  to  Silvejier  CavicctuJU^  who  difcovcred  the  whole  to 
the  magiftrates.  Sammiato  was  taken,  and  being  put  to  the 
rack  diiclofed  all  the  particulars  \  but  only  he  and  another 
confpiratoij  Den;/)?  were  put  to  death.  Though  it  is  probable 
that  this  confpiracy  was  more  imaginary  than  real,  yet  a  Ba* 
lia,  or  coutt  of  enquiry,  was  immediately  ere6led  for  puni(h- 
ing  all  concerned  in  it,  and  they  proceeded  with  fuch  rigour, 

*  Machiavel,  book  iii.     Aretin,  pag.  233. 

that, 

\       , 

;V^         "-*._.'    "-/:  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


The  Tliftory  (yf  Florence;  187 

fhaK  befides  a  great  nuionber  of  mechanics,  fix  of  the  family 
of  Ricciy  fix  of  the  Alberti^  two  of  the  Media ^  three  of  the 
Scali^  two  of  the  Sirozzi^  together  with  Blndi  Altovifi^,  and 
Bernardo  Admiari^  were  found  guilty,  and  the  families  of 
Mherti  Ricci  and,  Medici^  were  admonished  for  ten  years. 
Not  trontented  with  this,  they  condemned  Antonio  Alberti^  tho'  ' 
one  of  the  mod  harmlefs  men  in  Florencey  to  the  payment  of 
a  large  fine,  and  to  be  baniftied  three  hundred  miles  diftance 
from  the  city ;  and  they  afterwards  banifhed  all  the  dtfeen- 
dancs  of  the  Alberti  family  who  were  above  fifteen  yeart  of  age. 

During  thofe  dorocftic  concuffions,  the  Florentines  wtxcTheVlo^ 
making  a  great   figure    in   Lomhardy^    where   their  general  rentines 
Carlo  Malatefla  raifed  the  fiege  of  Mantua^  with  the  entire  defeat  Ga- 
defeat  of  Galeazzo^s  army.,     His  camp  was  taken,  as  wcreka^2<>} 
about  two  thou fand  of  his  cavalry,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  fmall  (hipping,  which  had  been  employed  in  the 
fiege.     Galeazzo  upon  this  fent  orders  for  count  A/berigo  to 
leave  Tufcany^  and  to  march  to  his  affiftance.     His  departure 
left  the  Fhrent'tnes  at  liberry  to  revenge  themfelves  to  the  full 
upon  the  T^ifans  and  the  Siennefe^  hi  the  dreadful  calamities 
they  had  lately  infll£tcd  on  their  ftate.     Th^r  fgccelles  in 
Tujfcanyy  however,  were  fomevvhat  abated  by  the  unfavour- 
able turn  their  affairs  took  in  Lombardy^  where  their  troops 
h?id  neglefled  to  purf  jc  the  great  advaorage  they  had  obtained 
over  Galeazzo.   This  remiflhefs,  together  with  many  of  them  ^^^  /^ 
leaving  the  fervice,  gave  the  latter  an  opportunity  of  reco-  fj^^^y  ^^, 
vering  all  his  Clipping,  and  of  (hutting  up  the  few  Florentinies  'vantagist, 
that  remained  within  their  entrench.iients.     To  complete  the 
misfortunes  of  the  Florentines^  their  general  Malatefla  wag 
abfent  at  this  time,  and  their  allies  were  extremely  1)ackward 
in  aflifting  them,  becaufe  the  pope  and  the  Venetians  had  un- 
dertaken to  mediate  a  peace  at  Imola. 

Though  Alherigo  had  left  Lombardy^  yet  a  body  of  ^/Ai-  Re*voluiion 
nrfe  troops  ftill  remained  at  Pifa,  Their  behaviour  was  fo  at  Pifa. 
infupportable  to  the  inhabitants,  that  a  formal  battle  enfued, 
in  which  moft  of  tl^e  foldiers  were  killed,  wounded,  or  taken 
prifoners,  and  they  who  efcaped  were  forced  to  fly  out  of  the 
city.  AmOngft  the  wounded  was  Paolo  Savelli  their  general ; 
and  amongft  the  prlibners  were  feveral  officers  of  great  rank. 
The  townfmen  made  themfelves  mafters  of  all  the  arms,  horfes, 
and  baggage  that  had  belonged  to  the  foldiers,  who,  as  they 
gave  out,  intended  to  (eize  upon  and  plunder  their  city.  This 
event  gave  ya(t  plefcfure  to  the  Florentines,  who  iromedia^tely 
fent  a  deputation  with  offers  of  afGftance  and  fupport  to  the 
PifanSy  whom  they  congratulated  upon  their  recovered  liberty* 
Tiic  deputies  were  received  with  great  ciyilk^  ;    but  the  ad- 
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drefs  of  Galeazzo  fruftrated  their  fcbeoie*  Be  laid  the  blame 
qf  what  had  happened  entirely  upon  the  rapaciournrf^  and 
imprudence  of  his  own  (bldiers,  and  highly  commended  the 
Ptfam  for  what  they  had  done.  By  this  means*  and  by  the 
mahagementpF  /tpplano^  dill  the  implacable  enemy  of  the  FU' 
tentinei^  the  war  between  the  twoftates  was  renewed  ;  and  the 
/%r^j7//wi  plundering  all  the  tra£l  of  coaft  between  P;^  and 
Leghorn^  returned  to  Florence  loaded  with  plunder. 
•  The  negotiation  for  peace  fiill  went  on  at  Imola ;  but  Ga* 
leazzOy  having  now  recovered  hi$  affairs,  tnfi(led  upon  luch 
unreafonable  terms  as  gave  umbrage  to  the  f^enetiam^  who 
had  for  fome  time  been  jealous  of  his  power.  He  was  ft  ill 
carrying  on  the  fiegc  of  Mantua ;  but  the  Venetians  now  fcnt 
a  formal  ambafly,  requiring  him  to  raife  it,  or  to  expe£l 
them  for  his  enemies.  This  denunciation  fo  greatly  alarmed 
GaleazzOj  that  he  began  to  treat  of  peace  in  (rood  earne(t»  * 
and  the  conferences  were  removed  to  Pavia.  Thb  negotia* 
tiondid  not,  however,  flacken  the  preparations  of  the  Fi^ren- 
tines  for  war ;  for  white  the  negotiations  w^re  depending,  they 
fent  deputies  to  hire  troops  both  in  France  and  Germany. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1298,  Biordi^  a  (bldier 
of  fonunc,  who  had  by 'turns  ferved  Caleazzo  and  the  /&- 
rentines^  was  killed  by  a  private  inhabitant  of  Perugia^  where 
be  had  for  (bme  time  domineered.  The  townfmen,  how- ^ 
ever,  did  not  approve  of  the  manner  of  his  death,  which 
Biordi's  friends  and  followers  revenged  upon  the  murderer'a 
family,  he  himfelf  efcaping.  The  Florentines  offered  the  P/- 
rugians  a  body  of  troops  for  their  protection,  which  was  ic* 
cepted  of;  but  ibon  after  the  family  of  the  Uhertiniy  and  fe- 
veral  noblenoen  of  great  intereft  in  Tufcanj^  declared  for  Ga- 
leazxoy  and  put  themfelves  and  their  poileffions  under  bis 
protection.  This  defeftion  alarmed  the  Florentines  the  more, 
.  as  he  had  found  means  to  furprife  Civitelia^  a  ftrong  caftie  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  ^r^«z^.  All  thofe  events  feemed  to 
indicate  a  continuance  of  the  war;  but  the  Florentines^  being 
now  joined  by  the  Venetiaits^  were  encouraged  to  hope  for 
affiftance  from  feveral  powerful  princes,  both  in  Fran^  and 
Italy.  In  the  mean  while  they  regained  poifeflion  of  C/Vf- 
teUa ;  and  it  was  agreed  between  them  and  GaleazzM^  that 
93  it  was  next  to  impofiible  for  thea>  to  fettle  the  terms 
of  a  definitive  peace,  that  they  (hould  conclude  a  tmce  for 
ten  years.  This  meafure  being  determined  upon,  the  Flo* 
rentines  countermanded  the  troo^  that  were  preparing  to 
march  to  their  affiftance ;  but  that  was  far  from  rcflorinff  the 
tranquility  of  Tufcany.  •  Galeazzo^  and  the  enemies  of  the 
Flerentinesy  foon  perceived  that  all  the  view  of  the  Vemtians 
4  was 
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was  to  keep  the  war  out  of  Lombardyy  and  that  the  Flonniines 
were  to  cxpcdfc  no  affi(lanc«  frdm  them  in  Tufcany.  The 
troops,  therefore,  who  had  been  difmifTed  hy  Galeazzo^  by  his 

connivance  broke  into  Tufcanyy  and  took  quarters  in  the  5i- 
ennefty  while  the  XJbertini^  and  the  other  noblemen  in  the  Ca- 

JanUfty  finding  that  they  were  furrounded  by  the  Florentine  for- 
trefles  and  territories,  took  arms  to  open  thcmfelves  a  fr'^e 
egrefs  and  rcgrefs  to  and  from  their  eftatcs,  which  were  re- 
fiifcd  them  by  the  Florentines, 

By  this  time  Jfppiano  of  Pifa^  and  his  eld^ft  Ton  Vannes^  Re^oluti§n 
being  dead,  his  fecond  fon.  GerarJo  fucceedcd  to  his  power.  ^  P»fa. 
Pretending  to  be  well  affe^ed  towards  the  Florentines^  and  jea- 
lous of  GaUaxzoy  he  fent  Grajfolini^  one  of  his  friends,  pri- 
vately to  Fbrenee^  to  confer  with  fome  of  the  chief  men  there 
about  entering  into  a  league  with  them.  The  terms  he  de- 
manded was,  that  the  Fhrentlncs  fliould,  at  their  own  expence, 

^furnifc  him  with  and  pay  fix  hundred  horfe  and  two  hundred 
foot ;  but  the  Flgrentines,  thinking  the  demand  n^rcetiary  and 
difbonourable,  rejefted  ir,  tho'  they  offered  to,  become  the 
hearty  allies  of  the  Pifam  upon  an  equal  honourable  fooling. 

In  the  year  1399  the  war  again  raged  in  Tufcany^.^nA  Ga^  -A*  D. 
leaxzo^  party  in  Pija  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  late  ne-  *399* 
gotiation  with  ihe  /%rf«//V/^/,  prevaHed  with  Getrcdo^  who?i^^^  ^-^ 
was  upequal  to  the  poll  he  held,  partly  by  force  and  partly  ^  <^*"7* 
by  perfnafions,  to  refign  to  him  the  government  of  Pi/a.  The 
Fhrentlnes  confidered  this  ^cquifition  as  a  threatning  blow  to 
the  independency  of  tl^eir  ftate,  and  the  rather,  as  he  made  no 
fccret  that  he  would  lil^ewife  foon  render  himfelf  mafter  both 
of  Sienna  and  Perugia.  As  to  the  Siennefe^  they  had  been 
long  his  allies,  but  never  his  fubje6b  ;  and  they  ftill  retained 
an  appearance  of  independency.  The  Peruvians  were  in  a, 
worfe  fituation.  The  pope  claimed  the  fovereignty  of  cheir 
ftate,  as  having  been  formerly  annexed  to  the  fee  of  Romey 
and  gave  his  general  orders  to  reduce  it.  The  Perttgians  upon 
this  applied  for  proteftion  to  the  Florentines^  who,  unwilling 
to  embroil  themfelves  with  his  holinefs,  declined  bring  con- 
cerned in  the  a€air.  The  Perugiam^  who  mortally  hated  all 
fubjecftion  to  the  pc^e,  were  then  forced  to  apply  fof  prote&jon 
to  GaleazzOy  whi(^h  he  readily  granted  them,  before  the  Fio^ 
rentinesy  by  the  perfuafion  of  fome  of  th«ir  bcft  patriots,  could, 
repair  the  faWe  ftep  they  had  made  when  they  re^e^l^d  the  of- 
fers of  the  Petugians.  The  confequcnce  of  thofe  great  acquifi- 
tions  made  by  GaleeKczo^  was,  that  the  Bologwfe  renounced  their 
league  witKriorencfy  and  entered  rato  his  alliance,  and  the  SiVw- 

'  ;7f/rf«bfflitted  to  Mm.  Thus  he  became  more  powierftd  than 
ever  in  Tufe^y^  wthout  giving  ilie  Florentines  any  handle  /or 
complaining  tha^  he  had  violated  the  truce.  SECT.  , . 
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Containing   tie  Dijlrejfes  of  /i&tf  Florentines.     Tltir 
Coujitry  ravaged  by  a  Plague.     A  Confpiracy  difco^ 
vered.     Revolutions  in  the  Empire.     Ybe  Floren- 
tines invite  the  Emperor  into  Italy.     His  Arrival 
'  there.     He  difagrees  with  the  Florentines,   and  re- 

turns  to  Germany.  The  Duke  of  Milan  complains 
of  /^^Florentines.  IVar  in  the  Bolognefc.  Death 
^/Galeazzo.  The  Adventures  of  Arctiti  the  Wflo- 
rian.  Conquejt  of  Pifa  iy  the  Florentines.  Revo- 
Ifitions  in  the  Popedom,  The  Council  of  Conftancc 
is  held.  An  Account  of  Braccib  the  Perugian.  IVar 
between  the  Florentines  and  the  Milanefe.  Peace 
concluded.  The  Emperor  Sigifmund  arrives  in  Italy  j 
returns  J  and  dies.  t)iftreffes  of  the  Florentines.  A 
general  Council  held  at  Ftrrara.  The  Duke  of$zvoy 
chojen  Pope  Tufcany  invaded  by  Nicholas  of  Pi- 
cino,  who  is  conquered  in  the  Tear  1 440'. 

Damrer  cf  '*pHE  year  1400  opened  wiih  a  very  gloomy  pro(pe(El  to 
tbi  Plo-  *  the  Florentines^  through  the  growing  power  of  GaUft%%fi^ 
rcntmcs.  ©n  the  one  hand,  and  that  of  the  Ubertini  and  the  Cafaniin 
lords  on  the  other.  To  add  to  their  diflreffcs,  JJguaioy  who 
was  then  the  leading  man  or  lord  of  Cortona^  fccmed  difpoArd 
to  favour  GaleazxOy  by  prohibiting  provifion^or  goods  of 
any  kind  to  be  carried  through  his  dominions  to  Florence^  uo* 
lefs  the  Florentines  would  grant  him  moft  unreafonable  terms. 
To  oblige  themi  to  comply,  he  prevailed  with  fome  of  the 
Arezzians  to  furprife  Montagmmat  a  ftrong  place,  extremely 
convenient  for  either  party,  when  at  war  wjtb  the  other.  This 
a£t  of  faoftility  brought  on  others  from  the  Florentifus.  They 
fent  one  of  their  generals,  with  a  party  of  horfe,  to  open  the 
paflages  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  that  Uguccio  bad  dammed 
up,  which  was  done  without  anv  oppoficion  from  him.  Itk 
xYifi  mean  while,  Gakazz9  fent  four  hundred  horfe  into  the 
Cafantin,  to  ad  as  an  opportunity  (hould  prefent,  and  foftered 
a  war  between  the  'BoUgmfe  and  Aflorgi  of  Feenza. 
AtirriUi  During  thofe  commotions^  fo  terrible  a  peftilence  broke 
peftiliiue.  out  at  Florence^  that  it  threatened  to  depopulate*  the  city.  It 
fwept  off  equally  the  old  and  young  of  both  (exes;  nor  was 
there  any  avoiding  it^  but  by  flight.    All  the  principal  ioha- 
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bitants  retired  to  the  Bclognefe  \  and  of  thofe  whofe  circiim- 
■  ftaiiccs  did  not  pcrmii  them  to  fly,  no  fewer  than  thirty  thVm-  , 
fand  died,  in  a  few  weeks.  This  pcftilencc  ceaiing  in  other 
places  of  liafy,  as  well  as  Florencv^  the  war  raged  with  more 
violence  than  ever.  Paolo  Guinlji  feized  the  government  of 
Lucca.  JJguuh  lord  of  Cortona^  and  Robert  count  of  Pupio^ 
one  of  the  Cafantin  lords,  died.  Both  of  them  had  been 
enemies  to  Florence  \  but  the  latter,  upon  his  death-bed,  had 
made  the  Fkreniims  the  guardians  of  his  infant  fon,  who  was 
accordingly  bred  up  at  Plorena,  Franclfco  de  Cafali  ha*d  fuc- 
ceeded  his  kinfman  Uguccio  in  the  government  of  Cortotw^ 
aijd  feemed  Jbeticr  inclined  towards  the  Florentines  than  his 
predeccflbr  had  been.  G*x^//://5,  the  new  lord  of  i//r^/7,  afft fled 
a  noiirality  ;  but  being  tampered  with  bv  Galeo%%o^  he  civilly 
.declined  entering  into  a  league  with  the  Florentines. 

The  late  peftilencc  had  gi\'en  the  difafFciiSed  Florentines  an  A ploidif- 
'opportunity  of  caballing  againfl  the  government;  and  a  ^zxiy covered^ 
of  them,  who  had  fled  to  the  Bologn/fe,  had  entered  into  a  o»^ p*^- 
confpiracy  for  murdering  the  magiftrates,  and  plachng  them-  ^''fi^^* 
fclves  in  th«r  feats;  and,  in  fcart,    for  altering  the  whole 
fyftcm  of  the  civil  government.     The  confplracy  was  difco- 
vered  by  Sihejlro  Adtmmi^  who  had   been  foliciied  to  enter 
into  it  by  Rlcci^  one  of  the  faQion,  and  who  difclofingthe 
whole  to  the  government,  they  feized  and  put  to  death  the 
ringleaders  of  the  confpiracy,   and  fentepced  to  banifhrnent 
many  of  their  confederates,   who  had  not  yet   returned  co 
Floreice. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  Giovanni  BentivogUo  feized  Revoluti&m 
upon  the  government  of  Bokgna.  *  This  was  an  event  of  fo  at  Bblog^ 
*;reaf  importance  to  the  Florentines^  that  they  feot  an  extraor  na, 
tlinary  deputation,  compofed  of  the  ableft  and  greareft  men 
of  their  ftate,  to  congratulate  him  npon  his  acceflion  to  that 
government,  and  to  offer  him  the  friendftiip  and  afRflance  of 
'Florence,     Gahuzzo  was  not  behind  them  in  t he. fame  pro- 
fellions  ;  and  his  deputies  feemed  to  vie  with  thofe  of  Florence 
in  courting  Bentrjo^ln*s  friend  (hip ;    but  he  leaned  towards 
the  former.     The  affairs  of  Itah^  were  now  about  to  affume 
a  new  f^ce. 

The  emperor  Charles  IV.  was  fucreeded  in  the  empire  German 
by  hii  fon  IVcmejlaus^  whofe  wrcked  difpofition  was  heightened  a  fairs. 
by  an  infanity  of  mind,  contr^cled  through  intemperance ; 
and,  after  vaiious  revolutions  of  fortune,  ^e  was  depofed 
from  the  empire,  the  clc£^ors  having  chofen  Robert  count- 
palatine  of  tht  Rhiney  and  duke  of  Bavaria,  to  fuccced  him, 
Amongft  the  other  marks  of  m\fgoy crnmeni  ff^encz/laus  w2ls 
charged  with,  one  was,  that  he  had,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
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imperii  dignity^  fold  cbe  rights  of  the  empire  over  LombarJf 
.    to  GaUazzQ  for  one  hundred   and   fifty  thoufand  crowns  of 
gold,  and  given  him  the  title  of  duke  of  Milan.     The  depo- 
Stion  of  Wencejlam  gave  the  Florentlnis  hopes  of  affiftancs 
from  the  new  emperor,  who  fent  ambafladors  ioRonu  to  fig- 
nify  his  eleSion  to  Benedi^^  one  of  the  popes ;  for  there  were 
two  then  io  Europe,     The  Florentines  hearing  his  ambaffadors 
.  were  on  the  road,  treated  them  with  extraordinary  civilities, 
and  fent  deputies  of  their  own  into  Germany  to  invite  the  em- 
.    A.  D.    peror  into  Italy>     He  heard  them  with  great  complacency  5 
1401.     but,  like  his  predeceiTors,  all  his  anfwers  implied  that  he  ex- 
pedied  they  were  to  give  him  money. 
The  Flo-       Soon  after  BentivogUo  continued  the  war  that  had  been 
rentines     entered  into  between  AJiorgi  of  Faenza  and  the  Bolognefe^  and 
^^oT^"   both  Galeazzo  and  the  Florentines  fent  him  au?tiliaries  ;  but 
tiyogiiOy    jjl^ygl  being  well  fupported,  a  peace  was  concluded  between 
him  and  BentivogUo^  to  the  great  diflike  of  count  Alberigo^ 
who  commanded  a  feparate  body  of  twelve  hundred  horfc, 
and  was  Aftorgi\  bitter  enemy.     His  refentment  went  fo  far, 
that  he  hxow^tGalicne^o  to  take  part  againft  BentivogUo^ 
whofe  chief  dependence  now  was  upon  the  Florentines^  as 
theirs  was  upon  the  emperor.     They,  therefore,  being  every 
day  apprehenfive  that  all  Tufcany^  if  not  all  Italy^  would  fall 
under  the  power  of  G<7/r/7ZZ9,  prefled  him,  more  than  ever,  to 
come  to  their  relief,  and  a  bargain  between  them  was  at  laft 
ftruck.     The  Florentines  obliged  themfelves  to  pay  to  the 
andhvite  emperor  two  hundred  thoufand  golden  ducats,  part  in  hand, 
the  emperor  and  part  as  (bon  as  he  entered  Gakezzd*s  dominions  in  a  hot- 
jjtff  Italy*  tile  manner.     The  payment  of  this  yaft  fum  wasf  agreed 
to  be  made  at  Fenice  by  the  hands  of  Bicciy  a  Florentine  mer- 
chant of  great  credit  and  refutation.     The  emperor,  that  he 
migfit  touch  the  money,  filled  all  Italy  with  the  news  of  his 
preparations  i  but,  after  the  firft  payment,  they  were  fomc- 
what  flackened.     He  arrived,  however,  at  X^ent ;  and,  in  or- 
der to  be  intitled  to  the  refidue  of  the  money,  he  advanced 
againft  Brefcia^  a  town  belonging  to  Galeaxzo,     There  the 
latter  opppicd  him  with  a'ftrong  body  pf  Italian  cayalry;  and 
though  the  emperor's  army,  having  been  joined  by  Leopold 
duke  of  Jijftria^  and  other  German  princes,  was  very  nu- 
merous, yet  it  was  intirely  defeated  by  Galea%%o*s  generals, 
and  obliged   to  retire  to  Trent  with  vaft  lois.     Afhamed 
to  return  to  Germany^  without  doing  fomething  worthy  his 
great  name  and  preparations,  he  was  perfuaded  by  the  FUren* 
tine  deputies,  and  Francifco  of  Carrara^  to  marcl^  to  Padua  ; 
where  a  new  deputatipn,  confifting  of  the  four  greateft  men 
in  Florence,  attended  him  with  fix  hundred  Italian  horfe,  com- 
manded 
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Inanded  by  the  famous  Sfor%a,  Thofe  deputies,  in  conferring 
WKh  him,  found  that  he  had  nothing  really  in  view  but  to 
get  the  remainder  of  the  money,  and  that  he  was  fo  miferably 
poor  he  coulJ  not  keep  his  army  together,  without  depending 
on  the  Fhrentirjts. 

This  inability  of  the  empetor  was  a  tender  point  for  t\it  He deceitfit 
Florentines ;  and  therefore  Aibi%i  anJ  Vittori^  who  were  at  the  tbem\ 
head  oi  the  deputation,  returned  lo  Florence^  where  they  gave 
a  verbal  ;»ccount  of  their  negociation.  /Fhe  FlorentineSy  uh- 
willin.»  ihat  the  emperor's  indigence  (hould  be  publicly  lcnown» 
fent  rrelh  inftruSions  to  their  deputies,  who  remained  with 
him  at  Padua^  promifmg  to  gratify  all  his  demands,  provided 
he  would  continue  with  his  army  in  Italy  all  the  winter,  and 
enter  upon  hoftilities  againfl  Galeazzo  early  in  the  fpring. 
liur  he  infilled  not  only  upon  the  refidue  of  the  money  being  * 
immediately  paid,  but  that  they  fhould  enter  upon  a  new  fub- 
fiJiary  treafy  with  him,  if  he  remained  in  Italy.  The  Flo- 
rentines^  forcfeeing  his  drift,  rcfufed  to  comply  with  hia  terms  j 
and,  after  fpending  a  month  in  mutual  altercations,  he  or- 
dered his  army  to  retreat  towards  Germany ;  while  he  himfelf 
went  to  Venice^  where  be  complained  moft  bitterly  of  the  in- 
fincerirv  of  the  Florentines^  and  their  breach  of  good  faiths 
The  Flonntinesy  who  greatly  depended  on  the  Vemtians^  took 
care  to  fend  two  deputies  to  undeceive  them.  In  a  public 
audience  they  obtained,  they  complained,  though  with  great 
decency,  in  their  turn,  that  the  emperor  had  not  fulfilled  his 
engagements.  They  infixed,  that  he  had  received  more  than 
half  the  money  that  had  been  promifed  him  ;  and  that  the 
remainder  was  to  be  paid  only  after  he  liad  be^un  hoftilities 
againll  Galeazzo  with  a  powerful  army  ;  diat  h:s  army  was 
weak,  and  that  he  had  retreated  from  their  enemy  upon  the 
firft  appearance  of  danger.  The  Ftnet'tans  feemed  to  take 
part  with  the  Florentines  \  but  ftrenuoufly  endeavoured  to 
make  up  matters  between  them.  All  their  media.ion  was 
fruitlefs,  and  the  emperor  left  their  city. 

Nothing  but  the  imminent  danger  of  the  Florentines  could  iutreturnt 
have  prevailed  with  them  to  have  continued  this  negotiation,  to  Padua. 
The  event  was,  that  the  emperor,  upon  his  receiving  the 
money  he  demanded,  countermanded  the  march  of  his  troops, 
and  returned  to  Padua^  where  he  paiied  the  winter. 

\t  is  evident,  that  at  this  time  ihc.FIareniines  were  the  only  Great  J^U 
people  of  fpirit  in  ftaly,^    Neither  the  pope  nor  the  Fenetians  rit  of  thi 
could  be  brought  to  declare  againft  Galeazzo  ;  and  the  em-  Floren- 
pcror,  pretending  he  could  not  work  impolSbilities,  returned  ^^nes  ; 
to  Germany.     All  this  time  Galeazzo\  ambafladors,  and  th^ 
Florentine  deputies,  were  pleading  the  caufe  of  their  principals 
Mod.  Hist,  Vol.  XXXVI.  O  at 
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at  Venice ;  but  the  Verutiansy  though  they  appeared  on  all  OC» 
cafions  to  fide  with  the  Florentines^  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  depart  from  their  neutrality.  The  emperor's  expedition 
into  Italy^  however,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Florentines^  was 
of  fervice  to  them,  as  it  encouraged  feveral  ftates,  Pijioia 
particularly,  to  oppofe  Galeazzo. 

It  was  no  fooner  known  that  the  emptor  and  his  army 
were  on' their  return  to  Germany ^  than  Galeazzo  declared  open 
war  againft  Bentivoglio  of  Bologna,  with  whom  he  had  hither-* 
to  kept  fome  meafures.  (le  was  now  reconciled  to  the  prince 
of  Mantua,  whom  ht  fent  into  the  Bolognefe  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  army,  commanded,  under  him,  by  fome  of  the  beft 
general- officers  in  Italy.  The  Florentines,  as  ufoal,  were 
faithful  to  their  allies ;  and  fent  their  general  Bernard,  whom 
they  ftill  retained  in  their  fervice,  to  th^  afliAanceof  the  B^- 
lognefe.  Some  other  dates,  the  allies  of  Florence,  followed 
their  example,  till  the  Bolognefe  auxiliaries  grew  fo  powerful^ 
that  the  Florentines  feemed  to  reft  the  fate  of  Tufcany  and  of 
Italy  upon  that  of  Bologna.  The  Florentines,  and  their  allie?, 
took  poft  at  the  village  of  Cafaleci,  about  four  miles  from  Bo^ 
logna,  as  being  the  moft  proper  for  covering  that  city*frbm 
the  attempts  of  the  enemy.  But  there  was  no  com  pari  fon 
as  to  the  goodnefs  and  difcipline  of  the  troops.  The  Floren-^ 
tines  and  their  allies  were  attacked  with  fuch  fury  by  their  ene- 
mies, that  they  were  intirely  defeated,,  and  alt  of  them,  ex- 
cept a  very  few  who  efcaped  to  Bologna^  were  cut  in  piece*. 
Bernard  and  fome  of  the  chief  Florentine  generals  were  made 
prifoners.  The  confequence  of  this  great  defeat  was,  that 
the  enemies  oi  Bentivoglio  within  Bologna  took  arms,  and, 
after  killing  him,  opened  their  gates  to  Galeazzo's  party,  who 
now  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Bologna. 

The  Florentines  were  ftruck  with  the  greateft  confterna- 
tion  at  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  an  army,  on  which  was  all 
their  dependence.  But  their  enemies  were  commanded  by  fo 
many  leaders  of  different  interefts,  that,  far  from  purfuing 
their  Wow,  they  gave  the  Florentines  leifure  to  provide  for 
their  own  fafety.  The  firft  thing  they  did  was  to  quell  the 
attempts  of  the  Uhaldini  and  the  Cofaniine  lords,  who  had  taken  , 
arms  after  they  heard  the  Florentines  had  been  defeated;  They 
next  refumcd  their  old  fyftem  of  politics,  in  Applying  for 
afliftance  to  the  pope  and  the  Venetians,  who,  they  knew, 
were  very  uneafy  at  the  vaft  growth  of  Galea%xo*s  power ;  but 
though  the  friendfliip  of  both  was  fought  with  extreme  ear- 
neftnefs  by  the  Florentines,  both  of  them  feemed  to  dread  the 
horrors  of  a  war.  The  pope's  ftrength  lay  chitfly  in  his  fpi- 
rituafl  arms,   and  ht  had  fcen  both  Bohgna  and  Perugia 
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Wrcftcd  from  the  papacy.  The  Venetians^  pretending  they 
bad  iuffered  greatly  by  their  late  wars  with  Genoa^  and  the 
checks  their  trade  had  received,  declined  entering  into  any 
engagements  with  the  Florentines  againft  Galea%%o^  unlefs  the* 
latter  were  at  almoft  all  the  expence  of  the  war.  The  /%- 
rentines  thought  it  ignominious  to  fubmit  to  fuch  conditions, 
and,  dreading  the  infidelity  of  To  mercenary  a  people, ,  rC'^ 
je<aed  the  terms. 

While  the  Florentines  were  in  this  ftate  of  difappointment  Gale^zzO 
and  anxiety,  Galeazza  fent  ambaiTadors  to  Venice  with  tht propojes  a 
propofals  for  peace,  in  which  the  Florentines  were  to  be  in-^'«^''l 
eluded.  This  news  was  at  firft  difcredited  at  Florence,  and 
Galeaz%o^s  intention  diftrufted.  At  laft  the  Florentines  or- 
dered their  deputies  at  Venice  to  enter  upon  a  negociation 
with  Galeazz9  and  the  Venetians  at  the  fame  time.  But  a  gceat 
event  now  happened,  which  rid  them  of  their  anxieties. 
This  was  the  death  ofGaleaZzo,  who  furvived  the  taking  of 
Bclogna  but  a  (tv/  weeks.  According  to  Aretin ",  he  was  fm- 
cerc  in  bis  propofals  for  an  accommodation  with  FUrence,  that 
he  might  leave  his  fons,  who  were  very  yoUng,  in  peaceable 
p(^le£Bon  of  his  great  and  opulent  dominions.  Bilius  '^,  a 
Milantfe  contemporary  hiftorian,  is  filent  as  to  his  fmcerity  j 
and,  to  the  glory  of  Florence,  he  tells  us,  that  they  were  the 
only  people  in  Italy  whom  Galeazzo  had  not  made  either  his 
fubjeds  or  hb  friends;  and  that,  had  he  lived  but  a  few  days 
longer,  Florence^  nov«  defertcd  by  all  her  allies,  muft  have 
beea  conquered,  as  fixteen  tboufand  horfe,  aqd  an  eq^al  nuni- 
ber  of  foot,  were  on  their  march  againd  it  as  far  as  Sienna^ 
when  they  received  orders  to  halt..  The  Florentines  found 
means  to  come  at  the  certainty  of  Galeazzo's  death,  though  ^"  deaths 
it  was  kept  very  private  ;  and  they  difpatched  orders  to  their 
deputies  at  Venice  to  proceed  no  farther  in  the  negociations, 
either  with  the  Venetians  or  the  Milanefe. 

But  the  fafeiy  o^  Florence  muft  have  fcill  been  precarious,  ^«^'>^^^iA 
bad  it  notjbcen  for  the  diffentions  that  prevailed  amongft  the'''"^'^''?/^^'' 
generals  and  grandees  o^ Milan.  Galeazzo  had  left  to  his  eldeft  ^^'''''' 
fon,  yohtty  the  greateft  part  of  his  dominions;  and  to  his  fe- 
cond  fon  Philips  Pavia,  Novarra^   Vercelli^  Aic[jhndria^  and 
other  places  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  had  made  his  natural 
fon,  Gabriely  lord  of  Pifay  Luna,  Seranzn,  and  other  places  on 
that  coaft.     He  left  the  tutelage  of  his  Tons  to  Peter  arch- 
bi(hop  oi  Milan,  Carlo  Malatefia  lord  o^  Rimini,  and  Giacomo 
Vermi.     It  appears  by  Bilius,  that  the  court  of  MlUn,  not- 

■  Ibid.  pag.  248.  ^  B1LLIU8  apwd  Murat.   torn.- 
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wiihftanding  its  power,  was  at  this  time   little  better  thstf 
barbarous,  which  muft  have  bcei>  occafioncd  by  their  long 
xWars;  and  that  the  Hucation  of  the  young  princes  was  nc- 
gledled,  merely  for  want  of  perfons  capable  to  inftrud  them. 
The  relations  of  Gakazzo^  who  were  numerous  and  ambi* 
tious,  took  amifs  that  they  had  been  excluded  from  alt  {bare 
in  the  government ;  and  no  regard   was  paid  to  Galeazzo*a 
'    widow,  the  mother  of  the  princes,  who  wercat  laft  put  un- 
der the  tutelage  oi  Giovanni  Caffati^  a  foldier,  but  a  man  of 
virtue  :  but  this  Cajfati  was  foon  murdered  by  the  fa£lious  no- 
bility, and  the  Florentines  are  accufed  ^  of  having  fomented 
rebellions  amongft  the  Milanefe  fubiefis. 
The  Flo-        This  charge,  however,  redounds  to  their  honour,  as  thejr 
rentines     looked  dpon  the  Tufcan  acquifuions  of  Galeazzo  to  have  been 
fnake  ivdr  made  by  treaphery  as  much  as  force  ;  and,  in  efFed^,  all  they 
in  Milan,   did  was  to  invite  the  neighbouring  Aates,  who  had  been  there- 
by difmembered  from  their  alliance,  to  recover  their  liberty. 
Being  well  acquainted  with  the  diflentions  tliat  prevaiird  at 
Milan^  they  at  laft  entered  into  a  league  with  pope  Boniface^ 
and  took  the  field  againft  the  Milanife^  naming  Nicholas  of 
Ferrara  for  their  general.     Their  firft  attempt  was  on  the 
Parmefan^  where  jthey  Were  ftouily  oppofed  by  0//^,.thc  ^- 
lanefe  governor.     At  laft  a  negociation  wis  propofed  ;  and  it 
was  managed  between  Malatejfd^  on  the  part  of  the  Milanefe^ 
and  Gianelliy  brother  to  the  pope,  on  that  of  the  allies.    1  he 
,  Florentines  had  demanded  the  rendition  of  Bologna  and  Peru' 
gia,     MaUteJla  a<9ed  fo  artfully,   that  he  perfuaded  GianelTi 
7'heir great  thzt  it  could  be  by  no  means  for  the  intereft  of  his  holinefs  to 
/ervice  to    depen'd  upon  fuch  powerful  allies  as  the  Florentines ;  and  that 
the  f ope.     the  court  oi  Milan  was  ready  to  reftore  Bologna  and  Perugia 
to  the  Holy  See,  provided  the  Florentines  were  left  out  of  the 
negociation.     This  propofal  was  agreed  to,  ahd  Gianelli  was 
immediately  put  in  poiledion  of  Perugia,     Upon  this,  the 
allied  army  returned  to  Tufcany. 

Whatever  refentments  the  Florentines  might  have,  upon 
being  excluded  from  the  late  negociation,  they  were  fo  far 
from  making  any  public  complaints,  that  they  made  a  merit 
of  being  the  means  of  re- annexing  to  the  Holy  See  two  fiich 
valuable  acquifKions,  and  of  having  difmembered  them  from 
the  Milanefe,  They  next  attempted  to  roufc  the  Siennefe  to 
a  fenfe  of^  their  liberty,  by  encouraging  and  fupporting  the 
party  there  that  was  in  oppofition  to  the  Milanefe,  But  fail- 
ing in  this  attempt,  they  declared  war  againft  the  Siennefe^ 
who  threw  themfelves  upon  the  prote£tion  of  the  Holy  bee 

^  BiLLivs,  ubi  fop  a,  p.  13. 
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and  Gianelli,  This  bcin^  more  agreeable  to  the  Florentina 
than  if  they  had  coijtinued  their  attachments  with  the  court 
of  Milan^  and  a  peace  fucceedcd  between  Florence  and 
Sienna. 

LADISLAU^^  (on  oi  Charles  of  Durazzo^  was  at  this  Ladiflaus, 
time  king  of  Naples^  and  pope  Boniface  was  dead.     Ladiflaus^  king  of 
being  a  man  of  parts  and  ambition,  foon  grew  as  formidable  Naples, 
to  the  Florentines  as  Galeazzo  had  ever  been.     Pope  Innocent  fi^^^able 
fucceeded  Bomface  in  the  Holy  See;  and  Ladiflaus^  under  pre-  to /he  Flo- 
tcnce  of  congratulating  him  upon  his  acceffion,  repaired  to  dentines. 
Rome:  but  his  real  intention  was  to  form  a  party  agairtft  the 
pope,  which  might  oblige  him  to  retire  in  diiguft  from  Romg^ 
and  give  him  (LadiJIaus)  an  opportunity  of  making  himfelf 
mafter  of  that  city.     The  pope,  who  was  old  and  indolent, 
but  crafty  and  experienced,  faw  that  a  powerful  fadlion  had  ■ 
been  formed  againft  him  amongft  the  Romans^  and  demanded 
afliftance  from  the  Florentines^  who  fent  him  a  body  of  horfe. 
Aretin  the  hiftorian  was  then  at  the  papal  court,  and  a  great 
favourite  with  his  holinefs  ;  but  he  gives  us  a  very  indifferent 
idea  of  the  humanity  of  that  court,  when  he  tells  us,  that 
f^Ieven  noble  Romans^  who .  had   been   fent  upon  a  peaceable 
commiflion  to  the  pope,  were,  upon  their  return^  made  pri- 
foners,  and  butchered  in  cold  blood,  by  command  of  the 
pope's  nephew ;   and  that  he  himfelf  very  narrowly  mifled 
being  murdered  on  that  account.     His  holinefs,  However,  was 
fo  well  ferved  by  his  Florentine  auxiliaries,  that  he  efcaped  to 
Viterboy  where  he  remained  for  fome  months,  till  the  Romans^ 
of  their  own  accord,  invited  him  back  to  their  city. 

We  now  come  to  what  we  may  almoft  call  the  final  period  Hi/ory  of 
of  the  Florentine  glory.     Tlieir  recovery,  in  a  few  years,  from  the  ivar 
a  ftate  of  the  deepeft  defpondency,  to  a  condition  of  pre- *w//^  Pifa. 
fcribingUws  to  thofe  from  whom  they  apprehended  the  great- 
eft  danger,  can  properly  be  afcribed  only  to  their  own  mag- 
nanimity, and  their  wonderful  attachment  to  independency. 
After  their  lofs  of  the  battle  in  the  Bolognffe^  their  infantry 
had  been  rallied  by  S/irztf(  A),  a  foldier  of  fortune,  but  of  great 
courage  and  genius  in  war,  who  brought  them  fafe  to  Florence. 

(  A  )    Leodrijio  Crihelliy  who  Ha^kwood.     The   reafon   per- 

wrote  the  life  of  this  extraor-  haps  was,   becaufe  Sforz.a  was 

dinary  prince,    is  highly   dif-  held  to  be  of  a  very  mean  ori- 

gufted  with  our  hiilorian  Aretin^  ginal,  no  better  than  the  fon  of 

who,  he  fays,  was  in  the  great-  a  farmer;  hfs  true  name  being 

eft  efteem  and  honour  in  Flo^  Attenduluy  but  got  the  name  of 

rendt  for  omitting  all  mention  Sforsca  from  hisboldnels,  or  im-r 

of  this  Sforzaf  who,  as  he  tells  petuofity. 


us,  was  bred  up  under  Sir  John 
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This  fervice,  though  the  Flonntine  hiftorians  have  been  un* 
grateful  enough  to  fupprefs  the  mention  of  it,  enabled  theoi 
to  recover  their  affeirs  to  the  furprifing  degree  we  have  feen, 
and  even  to  meditate  the  conqueft  of  Pifa^  to  which  they 
were  encouraged  by  the  diflentions  and   factions  that  ftill 
A.  D.     prevailed  in  the  Milaneje  (B).  ^  There  was  a  kind  of  a  radical 
'4°5«     enmity  between  thcPtfans  and  the  Florentines,     The  former 
had,  of  old,  given  laws  upon  the  Tufcan  fea,  and  had  been 
niafters  of  Sardinia^  Corjicay  and  the  Balearic  iflands.     The 
antiquity  of  their  city,  compared  to  which  they  thought  /&- 
renci  but  an  upftart,  increafed  their  contempt  of  the  Floren* 
tines;  while  the  Florentines^  equally  proud,  but  confcious  of 
the  vaft  fuperiority  which  commerce  gave  them  over  the 
Pifans^    confidercd   them   with  difdain.      This  diverfity  of 
fenciments  begat  the  fame  in  interefts,  the  Florentims  follow- 
ing thofc  of  the  Guelphs^  and  the  Pifans  thofe  of  the  GlbeUns^ 
But  the  death  of  GaUazzo  deprived  Pifa  at  once  of  her  maf- 
ter  and  protestor,  and  left  her  expofed  to  the  refentment  of 
the  Florentines^  Gabriel^  Galedzzas  natural  fofn,  befng  but  young 
and  difregarded.     According:  to  Palmerius  %   the  fcheme  of 
the  Florentine  conqueft  of  Pifa  was  fuggefted  to  them  by  the 
G'enoefe^  and  the  anti-pope  Beiudin^  who  then  refided  in  that 
city,  with   a  view  of  bringing  jhe  Florentines  into  BenediEFs 
intereft,  and  to  divert  them  from  joining  with  the  Fenetiam* 
The  matter  at  firft  was  propofed  by  way  of  negociation,  and 
that  the  Florentines  (hould  pay  a  conficferable  fum  of  money, 
by  the  hands  of  the  pope  and  the  Genoefe^  to  Gabriel^  on  con- 
dition of  his  yielding  up  all  his  property  in  ^Pifa.  This  propo<« 
fal  was  communicated  by  B^nedi^  to  the  Genoefe^  and  by  B^iu^ 
cicault^  the  French  governor  of  Genoa^  to  a  Floreniine  mer- 
chant, named  Jlderottiy  then  refiding  at  Genoa y  who  tianf- 
mitted  it  to  Florence.     The  magiftrates  of  Florence  thought 
fhe  affair  to  be  of  fo  much  importance,  that  they  fent  a  trufty 
officer,  one  Caponij  to  confer  with  Jlderotti;  but,  above  all, 
to  fcrutinize  into  the  right  which  Bouccicault  and  the  anti- 
pope  had  to  difpofe  of  Pifa»     Caponi  accordingly  addrefled 
hlmftlf  to  Bouccicault ^  and  defired  to  know  whether  he  was 
ampowered  to  fell  Pifa  to  the  Florentims.     The  Frenchman 
I  told  him  be  was  not,  but  that  he  would  foon  be  impowered  ^ 

«  Palmerius,  ubi  fupra,  p.  16^. 

(B)  The  following  account  of  who  wrote  at  that  time  a  little 

the  conqactt  of  Pl/a  by  the  Fla-  tradl  called  De  Captivitate  Pifa^ 

rent'ines  is  extradcd  from  Pol-  rum^    publiflied     by.  Mnrat9ri^ 

maiusj    a   Flonntine    hilloxian,  tow.  ^ij^.    ^ 

becauft 
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becaufe  pope  Benedi^  propofed  to  refide  at  Pifa^  in  which 
cafe  th'e  Pifans  would  certainly  ofFcr  him  the  command  of 
their  citadtl,  which  he  v/ould  deKver  up  to  the  Florentines. 
Caponi  then  demanded  how  much  money  was  to  be  paid  by 
the  Florentines,  tie  was  anfwered  four  hundred  thoufand 
ducats  of  gold ;  half  of  which  was  to  go  as  a  fubfidy  to  Car* 
rara  prince  o^  Padua ^  and  the  other  half  by  way  of  indem- 
nification to  Gabriel  lord  of  Pifa* 

So  quick-fig hted  a  people  as  the  Florentines  were  not  to  ht  Shameful 
impofed  upon  by  fo  infamous,  yet  fo  fallacious  z  propoh\J''igfi"i »/ 
They  ordered  their  agent  to  inform  Bouccicault^  that  the  mo- '^^^'^^^<^» 
ney  (hould  be  forth-coming,  upon  the  furrender  of  P//i  to     ^ 
the  Florentines,     In  the  mean  while,  Gabriel^  hearing  of  the 
anti-pope  and  Bouccicault's  treachery,  and  confcious  of  his 
own  deferred  condition,  applied  for  advice  and  afliftance  to   - 
the  Florentines,     yflbizi  at  this  time  continued  to  have  the 
chief  diredion  at  Florence^  and,  fenfible  of  GabriePs  motives, 
he  obtained  leave  of  the  magiftracy  to  have  a  fecret  intervie;^ 
with  him  ^.     The  particulars  of  this  interview,  as  defcribed 
by  Palmerius^  are  more  curious  than  inftruflive.     But  though 
it  was  very  artfully  managed,  the  Pifans  came  to  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  and  it  was  immediately  given  out  that  Gabriel  was 
about  to  fell  Pifa  to  the  Florentines.     The  Pifans  took  arms.  ^beTXch' 
Gabriel  was  obliged  Jo  fly  to  the  citadel ;  ind,  defpairing  of  all  ^^°^'".^^ 
affiftance  from  the  Florentines j  he  applied  to  Bouccicaulty  who  ^  ^     * 
fent  a  body  of  troops  to  his  aid.     ypon  this  the  Florentines 
ient  two  deputies,  one  to  Gabriel^  the  other  to  Bouccicaulty  to 
treat  of  the  furrendcr  of  Pifa  and  its  territory.     Petrafanta 
was  pitched  upon  for  the  place  of  treaty ;  and,  after  various 
altercations,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Florentines  ihould  pay  to 
Gabriel  a,  certain  fum  (C)  for  the  town,  tertitory,  and  caftJe 
of  Pifa.    Part  of  it  was  paid  upon  the  furrender  of  the  citadel 
hy  Gabriel^  and  part  was  to  be  difchargcd  by  monthly  pay- 
ments, upon  (he  bargain  being  performed  on  Gabriefs  part. 

^  Palmerivs,  ubi  fupra,  p.  171. 

(C)  The  reader  of  modern  ing  of  which  is,  two  thoufand 
hiflory  is  often  baulked  of  a  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds; 
great  deal  of  information  by  the  a  very  ii^confiderable  fum,  when 
inaccurate  manner  in  which  eftimated  by  any  fpecies  of  mo- 
writers  mention  fums  of  money,  ney  then  known ;  but  if  we  fup- 
In  the  p^efbnt  cafe,  for  inflance,  pofe  the  pound  weight,  it  feems 
oar  author  fays,  Florentini  cen-  to  be  too  large  a^ price  for  the 
turn  y  quinquaginta  fupra  duo  Florentines ^  rich  as  they  were,  to 
mllia  lihrarum  auri  pretii  nomine  pay. 
f^folverent.    The  literal  mcan- 
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The  citadel  of  Pifa  was  put  into-the  hands  of  Lorenzo  Ruffh^ 

fani^  one  of  the  Florentine  gonfaloniers ;  and  the  firft  payment 

.     was  made  by  Caponi.     The  PifanSy  however,  did  not  thinlc 

that  Gabriel  had  a  right  ^o  fell  their  liberties  and  country. 

They  therefore  took  arms,  and  befxeged  the  citadel,  that  had 

been  furrendered  to  the  FlorerttineSy  and  which  .was  giirrifoned 

fttidlofc  it  only  by  a  company  of  raw  country  militia,  who  held  it  out  for 

cgain.        fome  time  ;  but  were  at  laft  obliged  to  furrender  it  the  very 

day  on  which  it  was  given  up. 
War.  ^'         The  news  of  this  lofs  created  great  difcontent  at  Florence^ 
clared^        where  fonie  were  fo  generous  as  to  approve  of  the  fpirit  and 
a^ainft  the  courage  of  K\izPifam\  but  the  majority  called  out  for  an  fm- 
fifans.       mediate  war,  againft  which   the  graver  citizens  ftrongly  re- 
in on  (tr:i  ted.     While  this  matter  was  under  d^^Iiberatipn,  fivo 
of  the  principal  citizens  of  P'lfa  came  as  deputies  to  Florence^ 
and  demanded  a  public  audience,  which  was  granted  then). 
The  purpofe  of  the  depuration  was  far  different  from  wiiat 
the  Florentines  expected.     The  deputies  boldly  juflificd  what 
had  been  done  by  their  countrymen,  and  demanded  back  fuch 
of  their  caflles  as,  by  the  bargain  made  with  Gabriel,  h^jd  been 
delivered  up  to  the  Florentines^  and  were  ilill   in  their  hands. 
This  fpirited  behaviour,  however  equitable  it  might  have  been, 
reconciled  all  parties  amongft  the  Florentines  ;  fo  that  it  was 
unanimoufly  refolved  to  lofe  no  time  in  declaring  war  againft 
Pifa,     Ten  field-deputies  were  accordingly  created,   and  iin 
army  was  rai fed,  the  con}mand  of  which  was  given  to  Bcrtcl- 
do  Urftni.     Bertoldo  accordingly  marched  into  the  Pifau  ter- 
ritory, and  laid  fiege  to  Vico^  sl  town  which  ferved  as  a  key 
to  Pifa  itfelf.     Winter  however  coming  on,  very  little  pro- 
grefs  was  made  in  the  fiege,  and  the  Florentines  were  obliged 
to  wreak  their  indignation  againft  Ruffofanij  and  the  militia 
who  had  garrifoned  the  citadel  of  P//2r,  by  condemning  them 
to  death, 
^he fiege        Th£  Ptfans  vs^erc  not  wanting  to  themfelvcs  on  this  occa« 
f/'Pifa  «a-  fion.     All  civil  diilenfions  amongft  them  were  aboliflicd.    Fa- 
^maken.    milies  a^  variance  were  obliged  to  intermarry  with  each  other, 
that  they  might  unite  in  the  common  defence  of  their  coun- 
try \  and  religious  proceffions  were  every  day  held  tor  implore 
the  aiBftance  of  heaven.     All  other  human  means  for  their 
defence  were  provided,  and  a  confiderable  army  was  raifed. 
The  Florentine  army  was  better  difciplined  and  officered,  and 
they  at  firft  defeated  the  Pifans  in  every  encounter.     The  lat- 
ter, however,  railed  frefh  tropps,  and  marched  along  the  fea- 
coaft  to  attack  the  Florentines^  who  were  ftill  intent  upon  the 
fiege  of  Vico.    Sforza^  who  continued  to  fervc  as  a  general 
o^er  with  great  reputation  in  rht  Florentine  army>  was  de- 
'  uched 
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ticbcd  to  meet  them,  and  partly  by  courage,  partly  by  flra- 
tagem,  he  defeated  them  ;  but  their  general  PacctOy  with  the 
greateft  part  of  their  army,  cfcaped  to  Pifoy  where  evety  thing 
was  now  in  confuilon.  After  the  expulfion  of  Gabriel  and 
the  Florentines^  no  form  of  government  had  been  fettled,  and 
every  one  afpired  \o  be  mailer  ot  the  city.  Gamhacurtay  a  re- 
lation of  him  we  have  already  mentioned,  prevailed ;  and  was 
chofen  regent,  or,  as  he  is  called,  the  redtor,  of  the  people. 
He  was  no  fooner  eftabliflied  in  his  power,  than  he  erpployed 
it  to  the  mod  wicked  purpofes,  by  fecretly  putting  to  death  all 
the  principal  perfons  of  the  flate,  whom  be  fufpedted  not  to 
be  in  hi$  imereil ;  and  this  barbarity  created  fo  univerfal  a  de- 
tcftation  of  him,  that  he  was  foon  deprived  of  his  power. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Pijansy  being  threatened   with  a  Famine  in 
famine,  fent  fome  (hips  to  purchafc  corn  in  Sicily      Upon  this  P'^^* 
the  Florentines  fitted  out  a  fquadron  to  intercept  them  in  their '"^^'^^ '' 
return,  and  took  a  large  vefl'el  loaded  with  corn  under  the  J/^^/^Jt^ 
'fortifications  of /^j^fc,  a  town  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  ihe^   . 
twcx  Cecina.     Bertoldo  was  all  this  while  vigoroufly  prefling'^^'*^'*^'* 
the  fiege  of  Vico ;  and  it  was  on  that  occafion  that  guns  were 
firft  made  ufe  of  by  the  Florentines,     Palmerius  ^  gives  a  mofl 
frightful  defcription  of  feveral  other  dreadful  machines  em- 
ployed in  the  fame  fiege,  infomuch  that  he  fays  there  was  not 
a  houfe  in  the  whole  city  that  was  not  beaten  down  or  da- 
maged.   We  cannot,  however,  fuppofc  that  the  machines  or 
artillery  he  made  ufe  of,  were  fo  tremendous  as  they  are  de- 
fcribed  to  be;  for  the  place,  though  not  remarkable  for  its 
ftrength,  held  out  for  above  eight  months.    This  tired  out 
the  patience  of  the  Florentines^  and  Bertoldo  was  faperfeded  in 
his  command,  which  was  given  to  Olizd ;  and  thus  a  whole 
year  was  fpent  by  the  Florentines^  at  a  great  expence,   but  to 
very  little  purpofe.     The  fpirit  of  both  people  feemed  to  grow  ' 
with  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter.     The  befieged  held 
out  with  amazing  refoiution  againft  all  the  power  of  Florence  i 
zhd  the  FlorentlneSy    refle<SingJupon  the  vaft  expence  which 
the  acquifition  of  fo  inconfiderable  a  place  had  coft  them, 
changed  their  field- deputies,  and  refoli^ed  at  all  hazards  to 
bcfiege  Pi/a  itfclf.     Forefeeing  that  the  other  powers  of  Italy 
might  throw  obftaclcs  ia  their  way,  they  entered  into  nego- 
ciations  with  the  two  chief  of  them,  Ladijlous  king  of  Naples^ 
and  OttOy  or  Otho^  duke  of  Parma.     They  agreed  with  the 
former  todand  neutral  in  the  quarrel  between  him  and  the 
pope,  provided  he  did  not  a(fift  the  Pifans ;  and  they  purchafed 
the  neutrality  of  the  other  by  a  fum  of  money.     The  fpring 

I  Palmerius,  ubi  fupra,  p.  177. 
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of  the  year  1406  was  now  approaching,  and  VUo  ftill  hdd 
out.  The  Florentines^  to  make  the  campaign  deciitve^  or- 
dered Obizi  to  continue  that  fiege,  and  committed  the  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  a  gain  ft  P'tfa  to  Luca  Fiajcaniy  a  Ge^ 
noefe ;  but  joined  in  commiflion  with  him  Majo  jtlbivu  and 
Gino  Caponi, 
Pifamw^  Determined^  to  make  their  chief  efforts  againft  P//Zr, 
elo/ely  he*  they  turned  the  fiege  of  Vico  into  a  blockade,  and  drew  off  all 
fag*^-  the  men  they  could  from  ObiTa^  army ;  fo  that  the  whole  of 
their  troops,  exclufive  of  irregulars,  artizans,  and  workmen, 
amounted  to  five  thoufand  horfe  and  feven  thoufand  foot,  the 
place  of  rendezvous  being  Cafcia,  But>  after  a  day's  march 
from  thence  towards  Pifoy  it  was  found  that  no  magazines 
had  been  erected  for  their  fupport,  though  the  contrafiors, 
who  refidcd  at  Genoa^  had  affured  them  that  plenty  of  all  nc- 
ceiTaries  had  been  provided.  The  few  fruits  which  the  earth 
then  furnifhed  were  foon  confumed,  and  it  was  propofed  in  a 
general  council  of  war  to  return'  to  Florence.  This,  upon 
debate,  was  found  to  be  equally  difgraceful  and  dangerous  ; 
and  it  was  refolved  to  ftruggle  a  few  days  longer  with  famine, 
rather  than  forego  their  mighty  expeSations.  In  the  mean 
while,  purveyors  were  difpatched  to  Florence^  and  through  all 
Tufcany^  particularly  along  the  fea-coafts,  to  purchafe  bread'; 
and  proclamations  were  illiied,  that  all  provifions  imported 
into  the  Florentine  camp  (hould  be  duty-free.  By  thefe  pre- 
cautions, plenty  foon  fucceeded  famine  in  the  Florentine 
army. 
Operations  The  Florentines  then. made  difpoGtions  for  cutting  off  all 
aftbejisge.  Communication  by  water  with  P//&,  and  thrc'w  a  bridge  over 
the  Arno^  by  which  means  they  intercepted  feyeral  (hips  laden 
with  provifions  for  Pifa ;  fo  that  Paccio^  the  Pifan  general, 
left  the  city,  with  all  his  horfe,  for  fear  of  being  ftarved.  The 
Pifans  attempted  to  reftore  their  communication  by  water, 
and  their  fleet  attacked  that  of  the  Florentines  j  but  with  fo 
little  fucccfs,  that  the  inhabitants  were  thrown  into  the  ut- 
moft  defpondency,  and  nothing  but  their  inveterate  hatred  of 
the  Florentines  could  have  prevented  an  immediate  furrender  of 
their  city.  In  the  beginning  of  June^  the  Amo  fwelling  to  a 
great  height,  the  Pifans^  by  chaining  together  large  rafts  of 
wood,  which  they  drove  upon  the  Florentine  bridge,  broke  it 
down.  Upon  this,  imagining  \hz  Florentine  army  to  be  divided, 
they  refolved  to  attack  that  part  of  it  next  Pija^  which  they 
thought  to  be  the  weakeft.  The  Florentines  had  raifcd  works  at 
both  the  abutments  of  the  bridge  that  had  been  deftroyed ;  and 
Cola  Mutteo^  who  commanded  the  Pifans  after  the  departure 
of  Puciio^  made  the  neceffiiry  difpofidous  for  thfi  attack. 
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The  Floritttines^  whofe  main  body  lay  on  the  oppofitc  flrand, 
were  in  great  perplexity  how  to  faw  their  garrifon,  when 
Sfbrza  offered  to  be  anfwerable  for  it  at  the  peril  of  his  life, 
if  the  command  of  the  work  was  given  to  him.  This  pro- 
pofal  was  agreed  to,  and  he  immediately  thr^w  himfelf  into 
a  little  skifiF^  and,  with  one  companion  and  a  horfe,  with  ex- 
treme difficulty  and  danger,  he  reached  the  other  fliore,{and 
entered  the  fort.  Tartalia^  like  Sforzay  a  foldier  of  fortune, 
jealous  of  Sforza's  reputation,  threw  himfelf  into  another 
skifF,  and  arrived  at  the  fort  about  the  fame  time. 

To  a  modem  military  officer  thofc  two  exploits  may  ap-  Sforza  n^ 
pear  very  inconfiderable  j  but  they  were  at  that  time  thought  *^^^'^- 
to  be  fo  daring,  that  the  Pi/ans  loft  all  courage,  and,  without 
ftriking  a  blow,  returned  to  their  city,  fatigued  and  wearied, 
after  a  fruitlefs  march.  Many  of  diem  were  fo  tired,  that 
they  remained  in  the  fields  and  woods ;  and  the  river  de- 
creafing  next  day,  all  the  Florentine  army  pafled  it,  and  made 
them  prifoners.  This  exploit,  performed  by  Sforza^  was 
looked  upon  by  the  Florentines  to  be  (b  important'^,  that  they 
fettled  a  penfion  upon  him  of  five  hundred  ducats  a  year  for 
life,  and  made  it  payable  to  him,  whatever  fervice  he  (hould 
embrace. 

The  Florentine  army  lay  now  before  the  walls  of  Ptfa ;  TheFlo^ 
and,  from  the  defponding  behaviour  of  the  befieged,  they  were  rentines 
made  to  believe  that  they  might  mafler  that  city  by  an  ekz' nfi/carry  ht 
lade  (D)  in  the  ni^ht.  ror  this  purpofe  a  picked  detachment^  ^^' 
was  draughted.     Their  armour  was  light,  and,  to  make  the  ^^* 
lefs  noife,  their  feet  were  bare,  and  they  mounted  the  walls, 
Notwithftanding  all  their  precautions,   when  they  thought    ' 
themfelves  fure  of  fuccefs,  the  befieged  took  the  alarm.    Men, 
women,  and  children  ran  to  the  fortifications,  which  they 
defended  fo  bravely,   that  the  Florentines  were  beaten  ofF. 
'  The  Pifans  were  fo  much  elated  by  this  fhort  gleam  of  fuc- 
cefs,  that  they  dragged  at  the  tail  of  an  ais  the  mangled  body 
of  a  Florentine  foldier  through   their  flreetsj    an   indignity 
which  was  rcfented  by  the  corps  to  which   the  foldier  be- 
longed, by  cutting  in  piec^  all  the  Pifan  prifoners  who  were 
in  their  cuftody. 

The  mifcarriage  of  the  efcalade  revived  animofities  amongfl  J^itHfiom 
the  Florentine  officers.     Sforxa  and  Tartalia  continued  flill  to  "*  '^"'' 
be  competitors  for  command.    Both  of  them  were  unexcep«  ^^""f* 

*  Cribellius  dc  Vita  Sfortias  vicecomitis,  apud  Murat. 
torn.  xix.  p.  643. 

(D)  This,  in  the  n;odera  mUitary  language,  w  called  a  Coup 
4e  main, 
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tionable,  as  to  their  fidelity,  as  well  as  abilities;  but  Tartalh 
complained  that  Sfor%a  intended  to  poifon  him.  jllbizi  and 
Caponif  who  then '  attended  the  Florentine  army  in  their  tour 
of  duty,  as  field-deputies,  did  all  they  could  to  make  up  this 
difference,  which  threatened  an  univerfal  mutiny  in  the  army. 
Tartaliaj  however,  under  the  (hew  of  great  refignation,  ftDl 
harboured  refentment ;  and  as  foon  as  the  fervice  of  the  two 
field-deputies  was  expired,  theic  differences  broke  out  with 
more  rancour  than  before.  While  thofe  facSiious  difputes 
continued  to  divide  i\it' Florentine  army,  it  was  attacked  by 
peflilential  difekfes,  anfing  from  the.  unwholiomeneis  of  the 
foil  and  neighbourhood  in  M(hich  they  were  encamped.  The 
'  magiftracy  oi  Florence  were  of  opinion,  that  the  inactivity  of 
their  troops  contributed  greatly  to  their  diftrefs,  and  orders 
were  given  for  prefling  the  fiege  with  more  aftivity  than  ever. 
Accoftiingly  the  bridge  acrofs  the  Arno  was  repaired.  Tarta- 
lia  commanded  the  troops  on  one  fide  of  the  river,  and 
Sforxa  thofe  gn  the  other.  A  junftion  vyas  effcded  between 
the  main  army  and  the  troops  that  ftill  lay  before  Vico<i  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  both  places  were  thoroughly  invefted,  and 
bridges  of  boats  were  thrown  over  feveral  parts  of  the  Jrno. 
Cruelly  of  Those  difpofitions  ftruck  terror  into  the  Pifans;  and  Ga/rt' 
both  par-  hacurta^  who  continued  to  command  in  the  city,  turned  out 
//>/.  of  it  all  the  ufelefs  mouths,  the  better  to  hufband  his  provi- 

fions.  The  Florentines^  aware  of  his  defign,  proclaimed  in 
their  camp,  that  no  quarter  fliould  be  given  to  any  who  were 
thus  turned  out,  and  they  ai^ually  hanged  up  great  numbers  in 
fight  of  their  fellow  citizens  5  while  they  committed  others. 
In  rotten  boats,  to  the  ftream  of  the  Arnoy  whicl>  carried 
them  back  to  Pifa^  with  copies  of  the  fatal  proclamation  round 
their  necks.  The  Florentines^  however,  relented  in  this  in- 
human practice,  and  were  contented  with  branding  fuch  of 
the  male  Pifans  who  fell  into  their  hands,  and  cutting  the 
fkirts  from  the  cloaths  of  the  females,  and  then  turning  both 
back  into  the  city.  The  confequence  was,  that  the  city  was 
foon  reduced  to  the  laft  degree  of  mifery  by  famine ;  nor  was 
'Vico  in  a  better  condition.  While  this  inhuman  war  was  thus 
raging,  the  people  ol  Biento^  a  town  in  the  neighbourhood, 
aSed  the  part  of  mediators,  and  applied  to  the  inhabitants 
and  garrifon  of  Vico  to  perfuade  them  to  furrender,  in  which 
they  fucceeded  5  and  Alhi%i  was  fent  from  Florence  to  fettle 
the  capitulation.  The  terms  were,  that  if  Vico  was  not  fuc- 
•  coured  in  ten  dap,  it  fliould  furrender  to  -<^/Wz/,  which  it  ac- 

cordingly did, 
9^/PifaDs      The  Pifans  by  this  time  were  reduced  through  famine  to 
treat ;       defpaiT  5  and  Vico  bcuig  taken,  they  loft  their  chief  dependence, 
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and  thought  at  laft  of  treating.  One  Gafparo^  tl  citizen  of 
Pifa^  was  fent  out  to- confer,  for  that  purpofe,  with  Caponi 
and  ihc  other  field-deputies  5  and,  after  a  negotiation  of  feve- 
ml  days,  every  ihing  was  confidered  to  be  as  good  as  con- 
cluded upon  ;  when  all  of  a  fuddcn,  in  the  night  lime,  Pifa 
refounded  with  acclamations  of  joy  and  mufical  inflruments, 
and  blazed  with  illuminations  and  borvfires,  and  at  day- break 
the  duke  of  Burgunrlfs  colours  were  feen  fly'"^g  on  the  walls. 
Soon  after  a  French  officer  came  into  the  Florentine  camp,  and 
informed  them  ihitPi/a  now  belonged  to  his  maftcF  the  duke 
'  o(  Burgundy y  who  had  ordered  him  to  lequire  the  Florentines^ 
to  defirt  fiom  the  fiege.  Though  the  Florentines  were  not  ' 
a  liule  (lartled  at  this  meffage,  yet  they  refoluteiy  anfwercd, 
that  they  had  too  great  an  opinion  of  the  honour  and  goodi 
faith  of  the  duke,  (or  them  to  believe  that  any  fuch  meffage 
had  come  from  hjm  ;  and  that  they  were  refolved  to  profecutc 
the  fiege  with  more  vigour  than  ever.  This  .refolutc  anfwcr 
ferved  only  to  render  the  French  officer  the  mor^  infolent; 
and  he  made  it  his  bufinefs'  to  fwagger  round  the  camp  the  • 
whole  day,  denouncing  vengeance  againft  the  Florentines  if 
they  did  not  raife  the  fiege ;  till  at  laft  he  became  fo  intoler* 
able,  that  fome  of  their  officers  threw  him.  into  the  Jrno. 
He  efcaped  by  fwimiiiing  afhore,  and  went  to  Florence^  where 
he  repeated  all  his  extravagancies  5  but  was  foon  driven  out  of 
that  city. 

It  quickly  appeared,"  that  the  Pjfans  had*  afiually  made  zhut  trans* 
furrender  of  themfelves  and  their  city  to  the  duke  of  Bur-fer  their 
gundy ^  brother  of  the  French  king,  who  was  in  no  Qoii^\\\OTifi'vereigttty 
to  relieve  them,  but  by  means  ot  Bcuccicaulty  who  ftill  Qon-^^^he  duke 
tinued  to  be  his  governor  in  Genoa,     The  Florentines^  though  */^*^''~ 
they  diflemblcd,  knew  of  the  tranfa(9ion;    but  did  not  chufeS^^^* 
to  break  with   the  French,    Their  fuccefs  againft  Pifa  had 
been  chiefly  owing  to  three  large  gallie^^  lent  them  by  the  • 
Genoefe^  wh'ch  blocked  up  the  mouth  of  the  ArnQ\  and  they 
likewife  had  in  their  army  many  Genoefe  foldiers  and  engineers, 
upon  whom  they  had  great  dependence.     Fearing,  however^ 
that  Bouccicault  might  prevail  with  the  Genoefe  magiftrates  to 
rccal  their  troop  and  failors,  the  Florentines  obliged  all  the 
Genoefe  in  their  fervice  to  take  an  oath,  that  they  would  in 
na  event,  and  at  no  command,  leave  the  fervice  of  the  Flo- 
rentines  withm  a  certain  ftaced  time.     Perhaps  the  largenefs 
of  the  Florentine  pzy  was  the  beft  guaranty  of  this  oath  j    for 
when  Bouccicault,  foon  after,  by  his  mailec's  orders,  required 

^  Bill II  Hiftoria  apud  Murat.  torn.  xix.   pag.  16.    Pal- 
ms rius  deCaptivitatoPifaruiSi  ibid,  pag.  185. 
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the  Geftoeje  to  return  to  their  own  country,  not  i  man  of  thecti 
obeyed  him,  all  of  them  pleading  the  engagement  they  were 
They  art    under.    The  laft  refour.ce  of  the  PifanSj  which  lay  in  the 
forced  to     French  duke,  thus  failing  them,  the  negotiation  for  a  furren- 
re/ume'      der  was  renewed,  and  Bindi^  a  Pifariy  was  fent  by  Gamba^ 
their  nego*  curia  to  Caponi  for  that  purpofe.     He  carried  in  bis  face  every 
tiation       maik  of  extreme^  famine ;    but,  though  he  fupped  with  the 
Florentine  general,  all  his  entreaties  could  not  prevail  upon 
him  to  give  him  a  loaf  of  bread.     Such  mifery  was  no  longer 
to  be  withftood.    Billius  ^  fays,  that  Gambacurta  treated  pri- 
vately with  the  Florentines  \  but  if  he  had  not,  the  place  mud 
have  furrendered.    After  fome  negotiating,  the  capitulation 
was  fettled  in  the  following  terms  ;  viz,  that  Giacomo  Gem- 
bacurta  fhould  deliver  up  to  the  Florentines  the  city  of  Fifa 
within  three  days;    that  the  Florentines  fliould  pay  to  him 
fifty  thoufand  golden  ducats  on  fuch  delivery,  and  that  he 
himfelf  and  his  pofterity  fhould  enjoy  their  private  ef^atei  in 
the  Pifan  territory  ;  and  that  the  Fifans  fhould  give  twenty 
hoflages  to  Fiafcanij  the  Florentine  general,  for  dbe  due  per- 
formance of  the  conditions. 
tmib  the        That  public  jealoufy  which  is  fo  prevalent  in  a  free  (tate, 
Floren-      did  not  fuffer  Caponi  to  conclude  this  capitulation  without 
tines;  andtht  advice  of  the  other  field -deputies,  who  were  at  Florence  \ 
the  terms    and  they,,  from  the  fame  motives,  carried  the  matter  before 
are  fettled,  (jje  prefidents,  who  thought  proper  immediately  to  fummon  a 
Balia,  or  mcetin^f  the  people.  The  queflion  there  put  waff 
Whether  it  was  their  pleafure  to  receive  Pifa  by  way  of  capi- 
tulation, or  to  wait  a  few  days  till  &mine  Chould  force  the  in- 
habitants to  furrender  without  terms  ?   The  former  was  cho- 
fen,  as  mofl  eligible  and  humane  ;  and  Caponi^  with  another 
nobleman  called  Corbinelloy  were  immediately  deputed  to  fee 
the  capitulation  performed.     They  had,  however,  a  difficult 
'  point  to  manage.     Sforza  and  Tartalioj  though  they  agreed 
in  nothing  elfe,  joined  in  condemning  a  peace,  by  which  they 
were  to  lofc  the  plunder  of  the  city ;  but  they,  were  ref}rained 
by  the  authority  of  Caponi  from  coming  to  extremities  5    and 
at  lafl  a  feeming  reconciliation  between  them  and  the  advo^ 
cates  for  peace  was  eflTefted.    This  was  not  the  only  difficulty 
that  occurred.    The  twenty  hoftages  that  were  given  were  of 
the  noWeft  families  of  Pifa  ;    but  the  public  were  ignorant  of 
the  particulars  of  the  capitulation,  or  that  the  hoftages  were 
to  be  imprifoned  until  all  the  terms  were  fulfilled.    This  con- 
fideration  flartled   Gambacurta 'y    but  Bindi  advifed   him   to 
throw  himfelf  entirely  upon  the  good  faith  and  gencrofity 

^  BiLLivs  ubi  fupra. 
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of  the  Fkrentines^  which  'he  accordingly  did.     Caponly  who  Wifdom 
had  the  chief  management  of  the  negotiation,  aded  on  this^w^/^wt^- 
occafion  with  a  magnanimity  and  wifdom  that  did  him  great  ^^nimity  of 
honour.     He  found  there  was  a  powerful  party  amongft  the  Caponi. 
general  officers,  who  were  for  plundering  the  Pifam ;    and 
the  latter,  who  were  ftill  numerous  and  defpcrate,  were  ig- 
norant that  their  city  was  to  be  inftantly  given  up.     Cnpeni^ 
by  his  addrefs  and  refolution.  got  the  better  of  all  difficulties 
in  his  own  camp  ;  but  he  refufed  to  take  pofleffion  of  P//&, 
as  Gambacurta  would  have  perfuaded  him  to  do,  in  the  night 
time,'  for  fear  of  treachery.     This  obliged  Gambacurta  to 
pafs  the  night,  with  fome  of  his  friends,  under  the  gate  which 
was  to  be  given  up  ;  and  by  break  of  day  the  Florentine  army 
"appeared  before  it,  dra\yn  up  in  a  moft  tremendous  array. 
Upon  this  Gambacurta  prefented  Caponi  with  the  ftecl  head  of 
an  arrow,  as  a  token  of  his  refigning  to  the  Florentines  the 
fovercignty  of  Pifa^  which  the  other  received  in  the  moft 
polite  manner. 

The  Pifans,  at  this  time,  ignorant  of  what  had  happened,  Pifa^.^ 
were  drawn  up  in  the  great  fquare  of  the  city,  and  were  i\ix^  rendered  t9 
prifed  when  they  faw  their  enemies  within  their  gates  ;  but^^'  ^}^ 
much  more  fo  at  the  peaceable  friendly  manner  in  which  they  rcnUQCs, 
advanced.  Caponi^  who  had  left  a  ftrong  guard  to  preferve 
Gambacurta  from  the  violence  of  the  Pifansy  immediately  or- 
dered the  terms  of  capitulation  to  be  proclaimed,  and  that 
the  Pifans  (hould  be  fafe  in  their  perfons  and  properties,  and 
relieved  from  all  their  diftrefles.  Upon  this  the  inhabitants 
of  every  age  and  condition  flocked  round  their  conquerors  a9 
their  deliverers  ;  but  never  did  a  more  touching  fcene  of  mi- 
fery  appear  than  w^s  prefented  by  thofe  living  ghofts.  Almoft 
every  thing  that  was  eatable  had  been  confumed,  and  many 
of  the  befieged  had  fubfifted  upon  dead  bodies  torn  from  the 
graves.  The  Florentines  had  brought  along  with  them  a 
quantity  of  bfead,  which  they  threw  amongft  the  people  as 
they  paflcd  through  the  fireets.  The  fight  of  food,  and  their 
eagernefs  to  catch  at  it,  made  the  Pifans  forget  all  animofi- 
ties  towards  their  late  enemies,  and  the  rendition  of  their  city 
\vas  completed  without  tumult.  Upon  a  narrow  fearch  it 
was  difcovercd,  that  no  kind  of  provifion  remained  in  Pif?^ 
the  day  it  furrendered,  but  three  very  lean  cows,  and  a  pound 
or  #wo  of  fugar. 

This  fudden  tranfttion  from  a  ftate  of  the  moft  deplor- 
able famine,  to  one  of  plenty »  eafe,  and  tranquility,  gave 
fome  fufpicion  to  the  Pifans  tiiat  all  ^hat  fliew  of  friendfliip 
was  intended  to  lull  them  into  a  ftate  of  fecurity,  till  the 
Florentines  fliguld  find  an  opportunity  of  plundering  and  mur- 
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dcring  them.    Gino  Caponij  to  remove  thofe  fufpiciofts,  called 
a  general  aflfembly  both  of  the  magiftratcs  and  people,  and 
made  a  formal  fpeech  to  aOure  them  of  the  good  faich  and 
friend(hip  of  his  mafters  the  Florentines ;  which  had  fo  good 
.     an  cffefi,  that  twenty  of  the  chief  citizens  of  Pi/a  were  /lamed 
to  go   to  IHorence^  and  there  to  make  a  formal  furremler  of 
their  fovereignty  to  the  magiftracy.     This  was  done  with 
great  pomp';  and  for  fome  months  nothing  was  heard  in  /%- 
rence  but  niufic  of  all  Icinds,  and  (bouts  of  triumph  ;  and  no- 
thing feen  but  feftivities,  jufts»  tournaments,  and  magnrficeoc 
proceflions. 
Jffairsof       According  to  ^retin^^  the   Flonntine  name  never  was 
the  papacy,  fo  renowned  and   glorious  as  it  was  upon  the  taking  of  P if  a* 
Their  city  became  now  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  gfeat*and 
the  polite  amongft  the  Italians ;    and  they  behaved  with  fo 
much  tendernefs  ^nd  honour  towards  the  Pifans^  that  they 
found  no  difficulty  in  reducing  to  their  obedience  all  the  Pi- 
fan  territory,  which,    according  to  Palmerius^  contained   no 
fewer  than  eighty-four  walled  towns.,  This  rendered  them 
fo  formidably,  that  none  of  their  neighbours  chufiQg  to  di- 
fturb  them,  they  for  fome  years  continued  in  a  ftatc  of  tran- 
quility, excepting  when  it  was  difturbed  by  the  fchifm  that 
iiill  prevailed  in  the  papacy,  which  at  this  time  continued  to 
divide  all  Europe.     Upon  the  death  of  the  anti-pope  Innocent^ 
the  cardinals  at  Rofne  chofe  a  Venetian^  Angelo  Corrario ;    but 
exaded  a  promife  from  him  to  abdicate  the  papacy,  as  foon 
as  his  competitor  Peter  di  Luna  (hould  do  the  fame,  or  as 
foon  as  the  cardinals  fhould  think  fit  to  proceed  to  a  new 
eledion.     Corrario^  being  chofen,  was  in  no  hade  to  fulfil 
his  engagement,  but  trifled  moft  egregiouflv  with  his  elei^ors, 
and  avoided  having  any  interview  in   order  to  compromifc 
matters.     Corrario  had  taken  the  name  of  Gregory^  and  was 
attended  byJretin  the  hiftorian,  on  the  part  of  the  Florentines^ 
to  Riminiy  which  was  then  in  fubjeSion  to  Carlo  Mahtejia^ 
to  whom  Aretin  gives  a  very  high  chara<9er.     In  the  mean 
while,   the  Florentines^  as   well  as  the  reft  of  Chrijiendom^ 
aihanied  of  the  conduA  of  the  two  anti-popes,  and  the  fcaa- 
dal  thereby  arifing  to  the  church,  agreed  thatacquncitfl^ould  be 
held  at  Pifay  where  both  popes  were  folemnly  depofed ;  and 
another,  Philargi^  a  Greei  by  birth,  being  chofen,  took  the 
name  of  Alexander.    This  new  pope  was  oppofed  by  Ladi/laus 
king  of  Naples^  who  had  done  all  he  could  to  obftru£t  the 
meeting  of  the  council  at  Pifa^  and  hb  holinefs  conferrad 
the  kingdom  of  ^tf/i!f J  upon  Lewis  of  Anjou^  the  fon  of  that 

*  Aretin.  reram  Itallcarcim  Hift.  p.  25^. 
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duke,  who  had  difputcd  it  before  with  Charlei  oi Durazto^ 
The  Florentines,  took  part  with  Lewis^  and  Ladi/bus  marched 
an  army  into  Tu/cany^  where  he  fat  down  before  JrezzOy  in 
hopes  of  an  infurr66lioh  within  that  city  in  his  favour ;  but, 
though  he  was  difappoirited  in  that,  Cortona  opened  its  gates 
to  him.     He  was^  however,  foon  after  obliged  to  return  to 
Rome.     In  the  mean  while  pope  Alexander  diedj  ar.d  an  Ita-  Death  and 
lian  cotemporary  hiftorian  ^  (A)^  who  knew  him  well,  g^es^^^^^^ 
him  exceflive  commendations  for  virtue  and  piety;    only  he^^''^' 
tells  us,  he  was  fuch  an  epicure  that  he  fpent  half  his  time  at  .  ^^^' 
table,  and  that  he  had  forty  Wenches  in  his  family  all  in  the 
fame  habit;  but  he  attributes  that  piece  of  luxury  to  his  be- 
ing a  native  of  Greece. 

Notwithstanding  Alexanders  death,-  the  difpute  ^iz-Warhi- 
tween  Lewis  of  Anjou  and  Ladijlam^  about  the  crown  of  Na-  tn.vcen  La- 
pies  ftill  continued^  and  the  Florentines  (ent  an   army  to  the  diflaus 
affiftance  of  the  former,  under  the  command  o^  Paolo  IJrfmiJ^ing  of 
and  Sforza.    Lexvis  was  atiepcfed  by  Baldafar  tloffa^  who  aded  Naples 
as  the  legate  of  pope  Alexander,     This  perfon  had  been  bred  ond  the 
up  a  pirate,  and  a<fted  in  that  capacity  when  he  firft  took  or-  ^"^f  ^f 
ders  i    afterwards,  betaking  himfelf  to  the  land   fervice,  he  '^"J^"* 
was  a  great  partizin  of  pope  Urbariy  and  amafied  as  much 
money  by  maraudings  and  inroads,  as  bou(^ht  him  a  cardinal's 
hat.     At  laft,  he  was  made  general  for  the  pope,  and  legate! 
df  Bologna^  which  he  was  tl^e  great  means  of  recovering  from 
the  Vifcontl  family.     The  cardinals  being  met  for  the  ele£lion 
of  a  new  pope,  chofe  this  Cojja^  who  immediately  aflumed 
the  name  o{John  XXIII.     After  remaining  fome  time  at5^- 
logna^  he  marched  by  the  way  of  Florence  to  Rome^  which, 
after  various  difputes,  by  this  time,  was  recovered  from  Ladi- 
Jlaus^     Ladijlaus  was  encamped  upon  the  frontiers  of  Naples^ 
at  Rocca  Vecchia^  and  Lewis^  with  the  Florentine  army,  ad- 
vanced to  fight  him.     Having  a  great  fuperiority  of  numbers 
over  the  Florentines ^  Urfmiy  the  Florentine  general,  who  bore 
no  good  will  to  ^orza^  with  moft  of  the  officers,  were  againft 
coming  to  a  battle.    But  Sforza  remonftrating  with  great  fpi- 
lit  agamft  the  difgrace  which  their  retreat  would  be  attended 
with,  brought  Lewis  over  to  his  opinion,  and  the  army  pafled 
the  Garigtiano.    Their  army  was  drawn  up  in  three  divifiohs  : , 
the  command  of  the  firft,  which  was  to  attack  the  Neapoli- 
tans in  front,  was  given  to  Sfor^  "^^  who  was  to  be  fupported 

*>  B1LLIU8  obi  fu^pra.  «  Ciiib£l%  dc  Vita  Sfortice apud 

MuRAT.  torn.  xix.  p.  6$i. 

(A)  This  pope  Altxamder  was    Galeazzo  had  put  at  the  head 
the  archbiftiop  of  Milafiy  whom    of  his  regency  at  bis  death. 
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by  the  fecond,  confifting  of  cavalry  under  Ltujts  faim(e1/; 
while  the  third,  under  JJrftnt^  was  to  wheel  oiF  in  order  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  their  rear,  where  Ladijlaus  himfelf  was. 
It  appears  from  our  author,  that  that  prince  praflifed  a  ftra* 
«      tagem  pretty  frequent  in  thofc  days,  which  was,  that  of  dref- 
A.  u.     ^^^g  ^^  ^  number  of  officers  in  arms  and  robes  not  to  be  dif- 
Latfflaus  ^^^'^^^  ^'^"^  ^'^  o^xi.    He  was  fuperior  to  LttviSj  not  only 
fUttrh  dt-  '"  ^^  number,  but  in  the  difcipline,  appointments,  and  ar- 
featid.       "^°"''  ^^  ^}'  troops ;  and  he  had  placed  the  flower  of  bis  ar- 
my in  his  front.     Sforza*s  charge  was  very  furious^  and  Vr- 
fini  breaking  in  during  the  heat  of  the  difpute,  Ladijlaus  was 
defeated  and  put  to  flight,  leaving  behind  him  almoft  all  his 
general  officers,  his  camp«   and  an  immenfe  booty  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  FlorentineSy  whofc  general  Sforza  had  the  chief 
honour  of  the  vidtory. 

It  is  on  all  hands  agreed,  that  if  the  Fhrmines  had  pur- 
iued  their  bl6w,  they  might  have  placed  Lewis  upon  the 
throne. of  Naples.  According  to  fome  authors,  the  booty 
which  both  the  officers  and  foldiers  had  acquired,  was  fo  im« 
menfe  that  they  did  not  chufe  to  rifk  the  lofs  of  it,  and  were 
impatient  to  return  home.  The  writer  of  Sforza*s  life  •  in- 
forms us,  that  the  glory  Sforza  had  acquired,  was  fo  difagree- 
able  to  Urfnij  that  the  latter  thwarted  him  in  every  meafure 
be  propofed.  According  to  him,  Sforza  propofed  putfulng 
Ladijlaus  that  very  night,  and  laying  fiege  to  St,  Germano^  in 
which  he  had  taken  refuge,  and  which  probably  would  have 
furrendered  had  it  been  attacked  before  he  had  recovered  from 
his  confternation.  This  propofal  was  oppofed  by  Urjini  and 
the  Florentine  officera,  who  all  of  them  treated  it  as  romantic 
and  impraflicable,  and  notwithftanding  the  eameftnefs  oi Lewis 
to  have  it  carried  into  execution,  it  was  laid  afide.  Next 
day,  though  Lewis  prctefted  againft  it,  the  army  repaflcd  the 
GarigTionoy  and  remained  inaflivc  during  the  reft  of  the  cam- 
paign. Jretin  ^  informs  us,  it  was  ufual  after  this  for  Ladi- 
jlaus to  fay,  •  That  the  day  on  which  he  was  defeated  his 
«  enemies  had  it  in  their  power  to  have  been  mafters  both  of 
^  his  perfon  and  kingdom ;   that  the  fecond  day  they  might 

*  have  been  mafters  of  his  kingdom,  though  not  of  his  per- 

*  fon  ;   but  that  the  third  day  both  his  perTon  and  kingdom 
«  were  out  of  their  power/ 

Ladlflaus       '^"^  truth  is,  Ladijlaus^  like  a  great  man  as  he  was,  far 

retrieves    ^^^^  dc/ipo;ndiag  xxjni^x  his  defeat,  fought  to  prevent  the  con* 

hh  it  fairs,  fequences  of  it.     He  fent  expreiles  tluough  all  his  kingdoA 

for  recruiting  and  remounting. hi&  troops;  and  ordering  new 

*  Vide  Cribel,  ubi  fupra.  ^  Rige  257. 
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kVies  to  repair,  as  thej  did  in  great  oumbers  to  ISt,  Gernianbj 
he  was  again  formidable,  and  that  too  chiefly  through  the 
averfion  his  futyeAs  had  to  a  Prench  government.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  on  the  face  of  hiftory,  as  if  he  owed  his 
fafety,  and  the  happy  turn  his  affairs  took  at  this  time,  to  a 
fecret  negotiation  entered  into  between  him  and  the  Fhren- 
tiwsy  by  which  he  afiually  ceded,  or,  according  to  others,  fold 
to  them  Coriona^  which  proved  to  them  a  valuable  acquiii- 
tion ;  and  according  to  Florentine  hiftorians  ^^  a  peace  at  tfa^ 
fame  time  was  concluded  upon  between  him  and  the  Ploren-o 
tines ;  but  it  muft  have  been  a  peace  biily  of  conveniency  on 
his  fide,  for  in  a  few  Weeks  both  parties  were  again  in  arms^ 
This  peace,  however,  had  the  e(Fed  of  difcouraging  Lemit 
of  Anjou  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  returned  to  France^  and 
^ave  over  all  thoughts  of  profecuting  his  claims  upon  Naples. 

LADISL4US  having  thus  gained  die  great  point  he  aimed  Sforza 
at,  renewed  his  preparations  for  war.  The  Florentines  hzd/er'vestii 
continued  their  troops  and  their  generals  in  the  fervice  of^^» 
pope  yohn,  and  that  part  of  their  army^  which  was  com- 
manded by  Sforza f  wintered  in  the  dutchy  of  Spoleto.  It  had 
been  agreed  between  the  pope  and  the  Florentines^  that  his  ho- 
jlinefs  Ihould  p^  the  troops  in  his  fervice;  but  being  unable' 
to  fatisfy  Sforza^s  arrears,  which  amounted  to  feventeen 
dioufand  ducats^  he  created  him  count  of  Cotignola.  Urfini^ 
the  oth^r  Pbreniine  general,  could  not  l)rook  fuch  an  honour 
being  coiMerred  on  hit  rival,  whofe  original  was  fcarcely 
known^  and  ipfifted  upon  the  pope's  difmiifing  him  from  his 
fervice.  His  holinefs  durft  not  difoblige  Urfm^  who  was  the 
head  of  one  of  the  nobleft  families  in  Rome ;  and  Sforza  at  a 
laft  drawing  together  a  few  troops  he  flill  commanded,  forti- 
iied  bimfelf  on  Setua  d*Algieri^  formerly  called  Mons  Algidum* 
While  he  was  in  thisfuuation,  he  received  a  meflage  from 
the  pope,  by  a  cardinal,  inviting  him  to  continue  in  his  fer- 
vice, and  offering  him  a  fum  of  gold ;  but  no  way  equal  to 
the  arrears  due  to  him.  SforTui  rejc^ed  the  money  as  not 
worthy  his  acceptance,  expreffed  the  moft  profound  venera- 
tion towards  the  pope,  but  inveighed  bitterly  againft  Urjinii 
and  declared  be  would  continue  no  longer  in  the  fervice  of 
his  hoUneiSi  Ladijlaust  by  this  time,  was  advancing  at  the 
iiead  of  an  army  againft  Romey  and  no  fooner  heard  that 
Sforza  had  quitted  the  pope's  fervice,  than  he  offered  him  bis 
pwn  terms  if  he  would  entec  into  his.  * 

The  bargain  was  foon   ftruck :    Sforza  received  money  ^^^^^ 
isaough'  to  pay  off  the  arrears  of  hir troops,  and  marched  with  Ladiflaus. 

^  Iflorie  dt  Firenze  dalP  An.  1406  fino  al  1438  apadMuRAT- 
ubifiipra.     Machiavel,  bookiii. 
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flying  colours  into  th«  royal  camp.  The  winter  coming  on, 
and  provifions  falling  fcarce  in  tht  Neapolitan s  army,  nothfng; 
farther  could  be  done  that  campaign.  The  troops  #ere  di^ 
mifled  into  winter-quarters;  and  Ladijlaus  not  only  made 
Sfcrza  govtvnot  of  Perugia^  but  raifed  him  and  hb  family  to 
all  the  degrees  of  honour  and  riches  that  fovereignty  could 
beftow.  Moft  of  the  Florentine  auxiliaries  had  left  Sforza^ 
and  continued  to  ferve  under  Urfmi^  who  was  fir  ft  in  com- 
mand. Early  next  fpring  Sforza  was  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
and  marched  againfl  JJrftni^  who  lay  in  the  marquifate  of 
^  Ancona  ;  but  was  driven  by  him  from  place  to  place,  till  at 
.laft  he  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Rocca  Contradoy  where 
be  was  bcfieged  by  Sforza  and  the  other  Floreniim  generals. 

The  Florentines^  being  thus  in  a  manner  left  without  a  ge- 
neral, gave  the  command  of  their  troops  to  Brachioy  a  PerW' 
gian  nobleman  ;  and  Areiin  intimates  ^,  he  was  fo  gieat  a 
captain  as  to  leave  the  palm  of  military  glory  doubtful  be- 
tween him  and  Sforza.  He  had  been  at  firft  an  exile  from 
bis  country,  and  by  his  brave  a£lions  had  acquired  fo  great 
renown,  that  the  Florentines  thought  it  a  triumph  when  he 
accepted  the  command  of  their  troops.  After  ferving  them 
with  great  fidelity  and  fuccefs  in  Tufcany^  he  was  fent  with 
his  army  to  the  relief  of  pope  John  and  Urfini^  who  continued 
ilill  in  danger  of  being  utterly  ruined  by  the  Neapolitans.  It 
would  fwell  this  hiftory  too  much  Ihould  we  enter  into  a  de- 
tail of  all  the  brave  aSions  performed  bv  Brachio^  in  the 
courfe  of  this  war.  The  writers  of  particular  lives  are  apt  to 
magnify  every  fuccefsful  fkirmifb  into  a  glorious  vi£lory  gained 
by  their  hero.  It  muft,  howeVer,  be  owned  in  general,  that 
Brachio^s  real  exploits  require  no  hiftorical'  amplification  to 
jrecommend  them ;  and  it  is  acknowledged,  that  in  civil  vir- 
tues he  was  fuperior  to  Sforza.  While  both  thofe  generals 
ferved  in  fubordinate  capacities,  the  greateft  friendfliip  fubfifted 
between  them  ;  but  they  were  no  fooner  raifed  to  indepen- 
dent commands,  than  each  conceived  a  mortal  antipathy  to 
the  other.  While  Sforza  was  governor  of  Perugia  for  LaJi^ 
JbtuSf  daily  encounters  happened  between  him  zudBracbioi 
but  generally  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter,  becaufe  he  was 
better  acquainted  with,  and  beloved  in,  the  country.  After 
this,  Brachio  ferved  with  great  honour  and  fuccefe  in  the  Bo* 
logntfe^  and  was  the  means  of  reducing  that  city  entirely  to 
the  authority  of  the  pope,  who  never  before  durft  venture  to 
check  the  inhabitants. 

While  Brachio  was  in  the  Bolognefoy  he  received  an  ac- 
count of  the  di&greeable  fituation  of  Urfsai^  who  Aill  conti- 

•  *  Page  a6o. 

nued 


Digitized 


by  Google 


The  Hiftory  of  Florence.  21 J 

wicd  to  be  bcfiegcd  in  Rocca  Contrada,  The  place  was  ex- 
ccffivcly  ftrong,  and  could  only  be  reduced  by  famine.  The 
fiege,  however,  was  obftinatelyy  carried  on  for  three  months 
by  Sforza  and  Malatefta^  who  was  now  in  the  Neapolitan 
fervice*;  zndBrachio  refolved  at  all  events  to  raife  it.  With 
this  view  he  marched  againft  Cefena^  a  flouriftiing  town  be- 
longing to  Malaiejiay  which,  with  its  caftle,  he  took,  plun- 
dered, and  demoIi(hed.  £<7i/^£^i,  on  the  other  hand,  ordered  ^ 
Campanoy  another  of  his  generals,^  to  reduce  all  the  places 
belonging  to  Bracbhy  in  the  P^rugian  territory.  Upon  this, 
Brachi$  marched  to  Sorgo  St.  Sepulcbro^  on  the  Flortntine  fron- 
tiers, and  from  thence  to  Montom^  which  he  took,  and 
found  means  to  concert  with  JJrfini  his  efcape  from  Roeca 
Contraday  advifing  him  to  march  to  Ugubio^  about  ten  miles 
difiant.  If  he  was  attacked  in  his  march  by  the  Neapoli^ 
tansy  JJrfini  was  to  expe^Sl  no  farther  affiftancc  from  him,  as 
the  main  point  muft  be  then  compafTed,  that  of  raifing  the. 
fiege ;  but  that  if  the  enemy  continued  it,  he  was  determined 
to  attack  them  in  their  entrenchments,  while  he  was  to  b« 
favoured  by  a  briflc  fally  from  the  place.  This  fcheme  held. 
The  befiegers  drew  ofF  to  oppofe  Brachioy  and  JJrfini  took  jj^  relieves 
that  opportunity  of  efcaping  with  his  garrifon  to  JJrbinoy  fromurfini. 
whence  he  joined  Bracbio  \  and  thus  Vrftni  was  faved,  by 
what  the  writer  of  Sfor%a\  life  thinks  to  be  next  to  a  miracle. 
The  Neapolitans  at  this  time  had  two  armies  in  the  field, 
each  of  them  fuperior  in  number  to  that  o^  Bracbio ;  but  in- 
ferior in  military  experience  and  difcipline.  Qne  of  the 
Neapolitan  armies  was  then  befieging  Ponte  Patuloy  in  the  Pe- 
rugian  territory.  The  other  obferved  the  motions  of  Bracbio j 
who  could  not  prevail  with  Urfini  to  attempt  the  raifing  of 
the  fiege  by  furprizing  the  enemy.  After  this  Urfini  marched 
to  QrvietOy  and  Bracbio  to  Todi^  and  from  thenCe  to  Mar^ 
cianoy  a  town  belonging  to  himfelf  in  Perugia^  which  had 
bravely  held  out  againft  all  the  Neapolitan  power  in  Tufiany. 
Upon  his  approach  the  Neapolitans  raifed  the  fiege  of  Ponte 
Patulo ;  and  matters  continued  quiet  in  Tufcany  during  the 
remainder  of  the  campaign.  Ladifiausy  however,  ftill  car- 
ried on  the  war  againft  pope  Jobn ;  but  the  adiive  Bracbio 
found  means  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  important  town 
of  Todi J  lying  between  P^rirr^w  and  Rome,  To  repair  this^, 
lofs,  Ladifiaus  took  a  great  many  ftrong  places  from  the  pope,  zy^^  ^^^ 
whom  he  had  expelled  from  Romey  and  who  had  taken  re-  Florence, 
fugc  in  the  ftate  of  Florence. 

The  Florentines  were  zt  this  time  greatly  divided  in  their  p^^^-^^  ^-^ 
fcntiments.      Notwithftanding   the  aftivity  of  Bracbio   ^^thatcitj. 
their  other  generals,  Ladifiaus  was  daily  gaining  ground^  and 
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was  now  become  as  formidable  to  them  as  GnUazzo  had  ever 
been.     The  pope's  capacity  feemed  to  be  no  ways  fuitable  to 
bis  dignity  ;    his  authority  was  difowned  by  the  greateft  part 
of  Ch-ijlendom ;    and  a  great  party  amongft  the  Plofentimt 
thought  that  they  had  embarked  already  too  far  in  his  quar- 
rel.    Add  to  this,  that  a  general  council  was,  by  this  time, 
indi£ied  at  Conftance^  with  the  approbation  of  almoft  all  the 
princes  of  Chrtflendom^  for  fettling  the  affairs  of  the  church, 
and  for  chuCng  a  new  pope.     Upon  the  whole,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  LadiJIaus  ought  not  to  be  farther  provoked. 
intoiuhkb     THOUGH  the  Gttelphs  were  ftill  the  prevailing  party  in 
he  is  not     Florence^  yet  the  above  confiderations  were  fo  plaufible,  that 
Emitted,    the  pope  wf  s  not  invited  into  that  city ;    but  refided  in  a 
country-feat  belonging  to  the  archbifhop^.     Perceiving  the 
Florentines  to  be  thus  cold  in  his  favour,  he  applied  to  the 
emperor  Sigifmundy  by  his  cardinals,  and  oiK;red,  for  the  good 
of  the  church,  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  a  general  council*    The 
emperor  was  fatisfied  with  this  propofal ;  but  great  difficulties 
^rofc  as  to  the  place  where  the  council  was  to  be  held.    The 
pope  tofd  Aretiny  in  confidence  ^  that  he  was  refelved  not  to 
agree  to  any  place  where  the  emperor's  power  was  greater 
than  his  own.     But  at  laft,  finding  the  ftate  of  his  affairs 
defperate,  he  gave  the  two  cardinals,  whom  he  fent  as  his 
legates  to  the  emperor,   full  power  to  agree  to  any  place 
which  he  ^nd  they  fliould  think  moft  proper.     After  various 
conferences,  the  city  of  Conflance  was  agreed  to  by  the  le- 
gates,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  the  pope,    though  he  was 
obliged  to  conceal  it. 
Jmhition        By  this  time  LadiJIaus  had  failed  in  an  expedition  againft 
pfhzdii'     BolognOy  the  command  of  which  he  had  given  to  the  marquis 
ilaus.         d'Ejiey  who  could  not,  without  jcaloufy,  behold  the  grow- 
ing power  of  LadiJIaus  in  Italy.     The  latter,  however,  made 
a  great  acquifition  in  bringing  over  to  his  fervice  Vrjthiy  who 
now  became  as  determined  an  enemy  of  the  Florentine  gene- 
ral, as  Sjor%a  had-  been  before.    This  acceffion  of  ilrcngth 
was  very  agreeable  to  LadiJIaus y  as  JJrfini  carried  with  him  a 
well  difciplincd  body  of  troops,  who  were  very  ufeful  in  the 
•    fiege  of  Todiy  w^nich  was  ftill  carried  on  with  twenty-eight 
thoufand  men ;  a  force  fufficient  to  have  fubdued  all  Tttftany^ 
which  was  the  real  aim  of  LadiJIaus.     Brachio%  force  did  not 
exceed  three  thoufand ;  but  with  them  he  did  wonders.    La- 
diJIaus at  firft  blockaded  the  place,  and  deftroyed  the  coun- 
try round,  which  induced  the  citizens  to  fend  fome  of  their 
(rhiefs  to  tifeat  of  a  furrender  \  one  of  the  terms  of  which  was. 


«  Aretini,  |»ag.  257. 
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that  Brdchio  and  the  Fl^rnuim  forces  might  retire  to  whertf 
they  thought  proper.    It  was  with  difiiculty  that  Ladijlam 
could  be  brought  to  agree  to  this  laft  article  \   and  Brachig 
retiring  to  Fratta  in  the  Perugian^  five  hundred  Neapolitan  iq- 
fantry  took  pofTeffion  of  ToiU ;   but  the  new  garrifon  behaved 
with  fuch  brutality,  that  the  inhabitants  expelled  them,  and 
recalled  Bracbio^  and  thus  the  fiege  recommenced^    The  de- 
fence which  Brachio  made  was  fo  noble,  and  his  behaviour 
fo  generous,  efpecially  to  fome  Neapolitan  noblemen,  whom 
be  had  made  prifoners  in  a  fally,  that  Ladiflaus  invited  him 
to  a  private  conference,  in  which  he  offered  him  very  high 
terms  if  he  would  enter  into  his  fervice,  whi<;h  Brachio^  like 
a  man  of  honour,  rejefled,  and  thereby  encreafrd  the  king's 
efleem  of  him.    During  this  fiege,  S>for%a  is  faid  to  have  Qenerofuy 
{zytAUrJini  from  being  taken  pri/bner,  notwithftandtng  the^Sforza. 
comity  lubfifting  between  them.    At  laft,  after  Ladijlaus  had 
fpent  four  and  twenty  days  without  any  profpedl  of  taking  tl)e 
place,  he  withdrew  his  army  to  Perugia^  where,  upon  fufpi- 
cion,  he  put  Urjini  under  arreft.     Perceiving  his  health  Ian-  Death  of 
guifhing,  he  returned  by  the  way  of  Rome  to  NapUsj  where  Ladiflaus. 
he  died  xnAuguJl  1414,  leaving  bis  dAtv  Joanna^  dutchefsof    A>I^* 
Aujiria^  heir  to  his  kingdom.     Thus,  the  Florentines  yttttc     H*4- 
once  more  faved,  by  the  critical  death  of  a  prince,  who  waa 
their  determined  enemy,  and  who  found  no  check  but  Flor 
rence  to  prevent  bis  becoming  mafter  of  all  Italy.    His  death 
being  known  to  Sforza^  who  had  been  left  behind  to  cona,- 
maud  againft  Brachio^  he  put  every  thing  -into  th^  beft  pq- 
flurc  he  could  in  the  marqui&te  of  Ancona^  and  marched  to 
fecure  Rome  in  the  obedience  of  his  new  miftrefs.    The  time 
now  approached  for  the  meeting  of  thie  general  council  at  Cm- 
Jlance.  Pope  John  and  the  cmpttor  Sigi/mund  had  feveral  intei;-  intertnew 
views  with  one  another,  and  they  had  been  continued  for  fom^  Setwten 
months  at  Placentia^  CremonOy  and  otb^r  places  in  l,omkardj\  the  em- 
but  all  the  effe^  of  them  was,  ,that  each  conceived  for  xhtperor  and 
other  a  concealed  hatred ;   and  the  pope,  taking  his  leave  qipope. 
the  emperor,  palfed  the  winter  at  Mantua^  from  whence  bye 
went  to  Bologna^  where  he  was  when  he  received  news  of  tb^ 
death  of  Z^^^^f^j.    But  having  faithfully  promifed  the' em- 
peror that  he  would  attend  the  council  of  Conjlance^  and  fub- 
mit  to  whatever  it  fhould  decree,  he  now  found  himfelf  uiuier 
a  necefficy  of  repairing  to  that  city.     Before  he  fet  out,  he  or- 
dered Breubioy  who  was  then  with  his  army  in  Aneona^  to  repair 
to  Bologna^  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  it  in  his  ab- 
fence.  According  to  (bme,  the  defign  of  his  holiocfswas  to  put 
Brachio  to  death,  in  which  cafe  the  Perugiam  had  promifed  • 
to  fubmit  to  the  holy  tee ,   and  the  pope  would  have  been 
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quit  of  a  large  arrear  o^ing  him  for  pay.  It  is  certain  Bra^- 
chio  fufpc^led  fomewhat  of  this;  for  when  he  came  attended 
only  by  his  own  domeftics  to  pay  his  refpeds  to  the  pope,  he 
had  fcarce  entered  the  city  when  he  returned  with  the  utmoft 
hafte  to  his  camp,  and  commenced  hoftilities  in  the  Bolog- 
nefe.  Whatever  the  intention  of  the  pope  might  be,  he  faW 
that  Brachio  was  his  mafter,  and  a  few  days  cffeSed  a  recon- 
ciliation, by  which  Brachio  was  put  into  full  pofleffion  of  the 
Florence  government  of  Bologna,  and  all  its  revenues.  Florence  was 
intran-  ^^itn  io  perfedly  at  peace  with  all  the  neighbouring 
^^"^J*  powers,  that  (he  had  no  occafion  to  recal  Brachio-,  nor  were 
her  civil  contentions  at  this  time  at  all  dangerous,  though 
the  animofitics  amoAgft  the  chief  citizens  were  far  from 
being  extingui(hed.  But  the  leading  families  had  fuiFered  fo 
much  each  in  their  turn,  that  they  were  contented  to  retnain 
quiet  under  the  prefent  government,  till  a  proper  opportu- 
nity for  renewing  their  claims  fhould  offer  itfelf. 

This  (hew  of  tranquility,  which,  according  to  MachiaveL, 
continued  for  about  eight  years  after  the  death  of  Ladijlauf^ 
was  greatly  owing  to  the  fufpenfe  in  which  the  miilds  of  all 
Europe,  thofe  of  the  Florentines  particularly,  were  kept,  by 
what  pafled  at  the  council  of  Conjiance  ;    to  which  city  tfaie 
pope  repaired  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  O£iober ;    and  Sigif- 
mund,  who  had  now  been  crowned  emperor  at  Atx-la-Cha-- 
pelle^  followed  him  the  twenty-third  of  December  after.    Next 
day  the  emperor  performed  the  deacon's  office,  as  is  ufual  on 
fuch  occafions,  in  the  imperial  Dalmatic,  at  a  midnight  mafs, 
celebrated  by  the  pope  pontifically,  but  without  the  humi- 
liating circumftances  of  being  barefooted,  of  holding  the  pope's 
ftirrup,  or  leading  his  mule  by  the  bridle.    The  meeting  was 
one  of  the  moft  fplendid  that  had  ever  been  feen  in  Europe^ 
According  to  Aretin^,  the  emperor  was  attended  by  no  fewer 
than  thirty  thoufend  horfe.     The  pope  prefided  at  the  coun- 
Council  of  <^'i^'     Three  thrones  were  ereded  in  the  cathedral,  one  for 
Conftance  the  pope,  one  for  the  empreft,  and  one  between  both  for  the 
^cld,         emperor.'    Of  the  German  princes  were  prefent,  the  elec- 
tors of  Saxony,  Palatine,  and  Mentz ;    the  adminiftrator  of 
Brandenburg ;   the  dukes   of  Bavaria,  Auflria,  and  Stkfia  \ 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  counts,  two  hundred  barons, 
and  twenty-feven  anAbaflfadors  from  foveieign  princes  or  ftates. 
In  all  the  articles  of  luxury,  debauchery,  and  revelling,  it 
refembled  a  carnival,  rather  than  a  council  of  venerable  fa- 
thers.   The  Florentines,  like  other  fovereign  ftates,  had  their 
deputies  there  ^  but  they  were  generous  enough  not  to  defert 
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pope  Jobrij  though  in  fa£l  he  abandoned  himfelf.  The  fa- 
thers, aftec;  various  deliberations,  came  to  a  relblution  that 
John^  as  well  as  the  two  antipopes,  Angeb  Carrario^  or  Peter 
de  Luna^  ihould  refign  their  dignities. 

yOHNf  whoprefidedatthe  council,  agr^d  to  thofe  terms, 
provided  his  two  competitors  could  be  brought  to  agree  to 
them  likewife ;  adding,  that  he  was  willing  to  abdicate  the 
popedom  in  all  cafes  wherein  any  fuch  abdication  could  be  of 
advantage  to  the  church.  He  had  no  fooner  made  this  de* 
claration,  than  the  emperor,  defcending  from  his  throne, 
threw  himfelf  at  Johns  feet,  to  thank  him  for  it,  in  the 
name  of  all  Chriftifin  princes ;  and  the  patriarch  of  Antioch 
followed  his  example,  in  the  name  of  all  Chriilian  eccle- 
fiaftics.  This  fubmiffion  of  John  was  monifying  to  the  fe- 
cret  enemies  of  the  emperor  in  Germany^  particularly  the 
archbifhop  of  MentZj  and  Frederick  duke  of  Auftyia\  and 
they  tampered  with  him  to  retradi  it,*  in  which  they  pre- 
vailed. John  had  fome  colour  for  this,  from  the  council 
being  overawed  by  the  imperial  »orces.  He,  therefore,  dif- 
guifed  himfelf  like  a  poftilion,  and  fled  to  Schaffbaufen.  The 
cardinals  who  had  attended  him  knew  nothing  of  his  inten- 
tion, and  repaired  to  Schaffhaufen  to  perfuade  him  to  return ; 
but  all  was  to  no  purpofe.  This  condud  of  John  exafperated 
the  council  and  the  emperor  fo  greatly,  that  he  was  now  for- 
mally depofed,  and  all  Chriftians  were  commanded  to  pay  no 
obedience  either  to  him  or  to  the  two  anti-popes.  The  duke 
of  Auflria^  perceiving  the  emperor  and  the  council  to  be 
ftri£Uy  united  together,  arretted  John^  as  he  was  endeavouring 
to  efcape  to  Burgund^y  threw  him  into  prifon,  and  then  afked 
pardon  on  his  knees  of  the  emperor  for  what  he  had  done. 
John  being  now  in  cuftody,  and  defertcd  by  thofe  on  whom 
he  had  moftly  depended  (for  the  Florentines  feem  to  have 
given  him  no  encouragement  either  in  his  flight  or  retrada- 
tion)  now  loft  all  fpirit,  and  refolved  to  fubmit  in  the  fulleft 
manner  to  his  enemies.  He  accordingly  freely  renounced 
the  papacy,  and  laid  afide  all  the  badges  of  that  dignity.  Gre-  ^ran/ac" 
gory  XII.  for  Corrario  had  aflumed  that  name,  who  then  re-  //^^^  fj^^ 
fidtd  at  Rimini,  under  the  protedion  of  Makteftay  followed 
his  example ;  but  Benedi^f  XIII.  as  de  Luna  called  himfelf, 
refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  council,  being  fup- 
ported  by  the  kings  of  CaftiUy  Arr^igon,  and  Navarre ;  for 
whofe  fidelity  to  the  council  the  emperor  made  himfelf  an- 
fwerable.  Zafarelloy  who  had  been  made  bifliop  and  cardi- 
nal of  Florence  by  Johny  was  highly  inftrumental  in  perfuad- 
ing  him  to  his  firft  abdication  j  and  he  and  the  Florentines 
continued  afterwards  to  do  him  eminent  ferviccs.  The  A)un- 
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ctl  proceeded  next  to  the  ele£lion  of  a  new  pope,  and  tbtt 
•«  choice  fell  upon  Otto^  or  Otl^o  Coknnoy  of  a  noble  Roman  fa- 
mily,  who  afTutned  the  name  of  Martin  V.  of  whom  the 
Florentine  hillorian  give^  this  charafier,  that  before  bis  elec-* 
tion  he  was  efteemed  rather  generous  than  wife^  but  after  it 
he  gave  the  greateft  proofs  of  his  wifiJom,  but  was  far  from 
being  exceflive  in  his.  generoilty.  The  reft  of  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  this  council,  which  was  noted  for  the  infaa!U>us  mur- 
ders cfJohnHufs,  2Si^JeromeoiPraguiy  are  well  known  to 
the  pubUc,  and  have  no  relation  to  this  work. 
Pf^Mar-  The  elet^on  o^  Martin  into  the  papal  fee  was  extremely 
tin  corns  to  agreeable  to  the  Florentines ;  and  upon  the  breaking  up  of  the 
Florence  ;  council,  he  canrie  from  Conftance  by  the  way  of  Mtlan^  Man- 
tua^  Ferrara^  Ravenna^  and  ForU^  to  Florence^  where  he  rCf 
iided  for  two  years,  as  being  the  moA  comnaodious  place  for 
negotiating  the  affairs  of  the  church,  and  the  fiates  of  half. 
The  felf-depofition  of  pope^^^^^,  who  ik)W  refumed  his 
former  name  of  Cojfa^  had  net  procured  him  bis  liberty ; 
•  for  he  languifhed  long  after  in  prifon.  At  laft  he  was  deli- 
vered by  ^be  generous  interpofition  of  the  Flarentines^  who 
made  Martin  ienfible,  that  it  was  by  no  means  for  his  itv- 
tereft  to  ufe  him  with  farther  rigour.  Several  of  the  ftates 
who  had  acknowledged  Cojpi  as  pope,  being  diiiatisfied  both 
with  the  emperor  and  the  council,  began  to  entertain  icruples 
about  the  validity  of  his  abdication,  as  being  extorted  1^ 
force*  It  was  eafy  to  forefee  the  confequences  of  thofe  doubts, 
in  a  country  fo  difaffeded  to  the  emperor  as  Germany^  where 
Coffa  was  imprifoned,  then  was ;  and  Martin  himfelf  pro- 
cured his  deliverance  from  his  confinement  in  Bavaria^  and 
^Dvited  him  to  fhrence^  with  a  fecret  view  of  fcizing  upon 
him  on  his  journey,  and  (hutting  him  up  in  perpetual  impri- 
fonment  at  Mantua.  Cojfa  arriving  in  Lomhardyy  was  informed 
by  fome  of  his  Florentine  friends,  o^ Martin's  intention;  upon 
,  which   he  took  refuge  in  theGenae/e  territories.     Atter  re- 

CofTa'  maining  there,  in  a  moft  miferable  plight,  for  fome  time,  he 
was  encouraged  by  the  experience  he  had  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
Florentine  people  and  government,  to  repair  to  that  city,  and 
without  referve  to  throw  himfelf  zt  Martin's  feet,  and  tore- 
cognize  his  authority.  No  fooner  was  his  approach  knowji 
than  ihc^  Florentines^  in  prodigious  nunU>ers,  flocked  out  to 
meet  and  welcome  him.  The  diftrefled  appearance  he  made, 
ferved  only  to  encreafe  their  af&<^ion  and  compaffioxi  towards 
him ;  and  he  was  introduced  to  the  pope,  with  all  Florence 
attending  him  as  his  interceflors  and  protedors.  At  laft 
•  they  perfuaded  Martin^  that  the  only  way  to  prevent  any  had 
confequences  from  Coffa's  ^^rty^  would  be  to  reftore  to  him 
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hfs  cardinal's  bat,  and  to  the  exercife  of  his  facred  fun£lions» 
which  Martin  wifely  agreed  to,  and  CoJ/a  died  about  a  year 
after. 

We  have  already  fcen,  that  Brachio  was  left  by  pope  John 
governor  of  Bologna^  where  his  fervice  againft  the  neighbour- 
ing fiates,  who  were  encouraged  and  protcfled  by  that  pope's 
enemies,  was  (harp  and  a£Hve ;  but  he  generally  was  vido- 
rious.  The  Bolognefe^  however,  difliking  the  feverity  of  his  f^g  go- 
government,  and  his  exaSions,  to  which  he  was  in  foiheiognefe 
meafure  compelled  by  the  poverty  of  that  pope,  took  advan*  re^voU^ 
tage  of  his  abfence  to^ttempt  a  revolt ;  but  before  they  could 
mafter  the  citadel,  Brachio  appeared  before  their  gates,  and 
obliged  them  to  fubmit.  Soon  after,  being  called  out  to  a 
frefh  expedition  againft  the  Riminians  and  the  Perugiam^  the 
polognefc  again  revolted  \  but  more  unanimoufly  and  refo'^ 
lutely  than  they  had  done  befcj'e.  But  Brachio^  who  had  taken 
care  to  provide  the  citadel  with  a  good  garrifon,  and  ilore  of 
provifions,  returned  with  incredible  expedition  i  and,  after  a 
moft  obftinate  difpute,  he  was  beaten  off,  and  was  forced  to 
commence  a  regular  fiege  againft  the  city.  The  citizens 
held  out  with  great  courage,  till  be  was  obliged  to  change 
the  fiege  into  a  kind  of  blockade,  by  taking  poiTeffion  of  z\\ 
the  avenues  by  which  the  city  could  receive  any  provifions ; 
and  then  the  magiftrates  fent  him  a  deputation  of  their  moft 
refpefhble  citizens,  aflcing  pardon  for  what  had  happened, 
and  laying  the  blame  upon  the  rabble,  who  had  taken  arms 
againft  their  will.  Brachio^  with  great  feeming  difficulty, 
again  pardoned  them,  and  obliged  them  to  deliver  fifty  of 
their  principal  citizens  as  hoftages  for  their  future  behaviour. 
In  the  mean  while,  hearing  of  the  depofuion  of  pope  John^ 
and  the  eledion  of  Martin^  he  fold  Bologna^  and  all  its  de- 
pendencies, to  the  inhabitants  for  eighty  thoufand  ducats, 
with  whkrh  he  paid  and  recruited  his  army,  and  bent  all  his 
efibrts  to  the  redu^ion  of  P/ri^r^/W,  his  native  city,  which  had 
expelled  the  NeapoUtan  garxiion,  and  recovered  its  indepen- 
dency. The  pretext  was,  that  the  Pervgians  had  broken 
their  league  with  the  Fhremin4Sy  and  was  governed  by  a  fac- 
tion, who  had  exiled  Brachio  and  all  its  worthy  citizens. 
Upon  his  approach  the  Ptmgiam  recalled  the  Neapolitan  gar- 
rifon, and  took  into  their  pay  Vrfini^  who  was  by  this  time 
delivered  from  his  imprifooment  at  Nitples.  Brachio^  however, 
took  his  meafures  (o  well,  that  neither  ChtcaUni^  the  Neapo^ 
titan  general,  nor  Urfi^^  could  throw  tbtmfislves  into  PerU' 
gia;  and  the  Ptmgians  were  diftr^d  fo  .greatly,  that  they 
lent  deputies  to  the  Florentines  to  mediate  between  them  and 
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Bracbio.    They  accordingly  Tent  a  deputation  to  his  catnp» 

exhorting  him  to  liflen  to  an  accommodation. 

Proceed-  THOUGH  Brachio  was  then  the  Florentine  general,  and 

•    ^  ^       afled  by  their  authority,  yet  he  had  fo  long  ferved  in  a  kind 

Brachio.     ^^  independent  capacity,  and  he  had  fo  great  a  paffion  to  be 

mafter  of  Perugia^  that  he,  in  fa<^,  refuied  to  defift  from  hit 

enterprize,  and  difmiiTed  the  deputies  with  an  unfatisfadory 

anfwer.     He  then  proceeded  to  take  all  the  adjacent  forts  and 

towns,  and  gave  a  total  defeat  to  ChicoUni  and  Malatefia^  who 

were  on  their  march  to  the  relief  of  Perugia^  both  of  them 

being  taken  prifoncrs.     Upon  this,  the  city  was  furrendered  to 

Brachio  and  the  other  exiles,  and  he  is  faid  to  have  exercifed 

the  government  of  it  with  great  Icniiy  and  juftice. 

The  Floreyittnes  beheld  Brachio^  fuccefles  with  great  in- 
difference, as  they  were  afluied  of  his  Adelity  to  their  ftate, 
and  that  they  could  always  controul  him  in  any  undue  exer* 
ctfe  of  his  power.  But  we  return  to  the  other  concerns  of 
Florence^  which  had  now  no  overgrown  tyrant  to  dread. 
Dijtgns  tf  yOHNy  the  cldeft  fon  and  fucceflbr  of  GaUazzoj  having 
theiikeof  \yctn  aflaffinated  by  his  fubje^,  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother 
MilaD,  Philips  who  refcmbled  his  father  and  grandfather  in  their 
qualities  and  ambition,  and  by  fome  is  faid  to  have  excelled 
them  in  both.  He  foon  recovered  the  affairs  of  his  family, 
then  languifhing  and  difordered  through  the  weaknefs  and 
divifions  of  his  brother's  miniflers,  and,  like  his  anceflors,  be- 
came formidable  to  Florence.  Philips  having  an  eye  upon 
Genoay  was  encouraged  to  attempt  making  himfelf  mafter  of 
that  noble  city  by  the  numerous  Genoefe  exiles  whom  the 
French  government  and  internal  fadions  had  driven  to  L^m^ 
bardy.  Before  he  entered  upon  this  expedition,  he  fo  far  con- 
quered his  natural  averfion  to  the  Florentines^  that  he  fent  a 
moft  fplendid  embalTy  ioFlortnce^  oBerin^  that  (bte  his  friend* 
{hip  and  alliance.  No  fonhal  embafTy  had  been  fent  for 
tyventy  years  before  from  the  court  of  Milan  to  the  Floren- 
tines \  Nicola  de  Uzano  was  then  the  chief  man  of  the  Flo- 
rentine  (late,  and  he  was  emplpyed  to  treat  with  the  MiUmeft 
ambaffadors,  whofe  inftrudions  were  to  negociate  a  new 
treaty  between  Philip  and  the  Florentines ;  by  which  Vannaro, 
or  the  rivcrMagray  were  to  be  the  boundaries,  and  beyond  them 
neither  the  Milanefe  nor  the  Florentines  were  to  extend  their 
dominion.  The  Florentines^  in  general,  were  averfe  to  this 
proportion,  becaufe  the  limits  propofed  by  Philip  for  the 
boundary  of  the  two  ftates,  plainly  indicated  his  defign  upon 
Ginoa.    Uzanoy  however,  and  the  wifer  part  of  the  Ftonn- 
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timsj  who  had  experienced  the  fweets  of  peace,  gave  tRc 
Milamfe  ambafladors  a  moil  polite  reception,  and  the  treaty 
was  concluded. 

THOMAS  FREGOZO  was  then  doge  o^  Genoa ;  who  mahi 
but  being  unable  to  make  head  againft  the  duke  of  MHan^  him/elf 
for  want  of  money,  he  fold  Leghorn,  a  place  then  inconfi-  mafter  of 
derable,  to  the  Florentinti  for  oiie  hundred  and  twenty  thou^  Genoa, 
fand  ducats,  mod  of  which  was  fpent  in  raifing  foldiers  in 
ihe  Florentine  ftate.     This  was,  by  Philips  conOdered  as  a 
breach  of  the  new-made  treaty ;  but  he\3iflembled  his  rcfent-  ' 
merit  for  the  time.     Canmgnoia.  was  then  both  general  and 
.firft  minifter  of  ftate  to.Piu//^,  and  conducted  the  expedition 
againft  Genoa  fo  fucccfefully,  that  the  doge,  being  beaten  both 
by  fea  and  land^  was  obliged  to  furrcnder  Genoa  into  Carmig- 
nola\  hands ;  and  Philip  afterwards  beca(ne  mafter  of  ail  that 
fea-coaft,  to  the  great  terror  and  amaz^emem  of  the  Floren- 
tines,. 

Yov?,MartinK\\\  remained  zX^Fhrence \  but,  from  what  has P<j»/^ Mar- 
fallen  from  Aretin  **,  he  was  by  no  means. popular  rhere,  and  tin'/  dif- 
affromive  ballads  were  even  fung  under  his  windows  in  bis  content. 
shearing.     Aretin  then  attended  him,,  as  he  had  done  his  pre- 
•deceflbrs,  and  it  required  all  his  addrefs  to  keep  his  holine6 
in  temper.     But  Brachio,  who  ftill  aded  in  the  character  of 
Florentine  general,  having  defeated  all  his  enemies,  and  being 
now  mafter  of  Perugia^  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
•pope,  for  recovering  the  towns  and  cities  that  had  been  dif- 
membered  from  the  Holy  See,  and  poffefled  by  feparate  tyrants. 
He  was  accordingly,  with  confent  of  the  Florentine  magiftracy,. 
appointed  general  to  the  pope.     In  a  ftiort  time  he  reduced  a  Succefs  of 
great  number  of  thofe  places ;  and  it  was  in  this  campaign  Brachio. 
that  the  famous  Nicolo  Picininoy  then  a  common  ibldier,  gave 
the  firft  proofs  of  his  military  genius.     His  Iucce(s  obliged  the 
tyrants  of  all  the  revolted  places  to  apply  ko  him  for  peace ; 
.and  Brachio,  to  give  the  greater  luftre  to  his;  own  name  and 
chara6ier,  appofnted  Florence  for  the  place  of  negociation. 
'  Thither  he  repaired  with  a  train  and  equipages  fuitable  to  a 
(bvereign  prince ;  and  as  fuch  he  was  received  not  only  by  the 
Florentines^^  but-  by  the  pope  himfclf.     His  hiftorian  has  de- 
fcribed  the  wonderful  magnlftcence  that  reigned  at  Florence 
durjng  his  abode  there,  and  the  pompous  jufts  and  tourna- 
ments be  exhibited.     His  vaft  popularity,  however,  gave  um- 
brage to  the  pope,  who,  by  the  advice  of  Sforzoy  who  was  at 
Florence  at  the  fame  time,,  employed  him  in  the  redudlion  of 
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Bdogna^  which  had  once  more  aflcrted  its  independency,  'ftrt 
views  pf  his  hoUnefS)  in  giving  5r<2fAi^  tbts  commiffion,  were 
unknown  to  the  Florentines,  whofe  conftant  maxim  was  td 
fuffiar  neither  the  pope  nor  any  oiher  prince  to  become  too 
powerful  in  Italy.  Sfcrza  made  Martin  fenfiblc  that  the  Flo- 
rentines would  oppofe  the  growth  even  of  the  papacy  itfclf^ 
and  perfuaded  hin>,  that  he  had  now  an  opportunity  of  add* 
ing  to  the  Holy  See  the  kingdom  of  HapUsy  which  was  go* 
verned  by  a  weak  fiUy  woman^  to  the  great  difguft  of  the 
Neapolitans, 
PaBicm  B  RACHIO,  who  feems  to  have  bad  a  good  deal  of  vi- 
at  Flo-  nrty  in  his  compofition,  accepted  of  his  new  commiflion  with 
rence,  great  joy  j  and  the  Florentines^  who  now  thought  themfdvcs 
at  peace  with  all  the  worlds  applied  aifiduoufly  to  cultivate 
learning  and  the  fine  ans,  and  were  therefore  the  left  iblicitovs 
about  an  army  within  their  territories*  According  to  Macbia' 
W**,  the  citizens  next  in  authority  to  Nicola  deuzano^  were 
Bartohmeo  Valore^  Nero  Nigi^  RetHaldo  Albizi,  Neri  di  Gino^ 
and  Lupo  NicoUni,  On  the  other  hand^  the  families  in  dif* 
grace  were  the  Merti,  the  Ricci,  and  de  Medici.  But  the 
long  poflelHon  of  power,  and  the  continuance  of  a  voluptuous 
peace,  had  by  this  time  fo  far  infe^ed  the  Flsrentine  govern- 
ment, that  their  magiflrates  became  proud,  infblem,  and  ne- 
gligent. They  were,  it  is  true,  united  in  their  feiitim^ts  of 
civil  independency,  and,  in  general,  were  well  affeded  to 
their  conftitucion.  But  the  vaft  riches  they  poileiTed  had  in- 
troduced amongft  them  a  fpirit  of  pride,  that  b  incompatible 
with  the  manners  of  republicans.  Each  great  man  envied 
another,  and  was  glad  to  throw  upon  his  brother-magiftrate 
the  blame  of  every  abufe  in  the  ftate.  By  thofe  mutual  jealou- 
fies,  the  Florentines  at  laft  conceived  a  diftafte  at  their  govern- 
ment, vvhich  laid  the  firft  foundations  of  thegreatne&  of  the 
nuhere  the  boufe  of  Medici^  who  had  always  been  moderate  in  theh"  fen- 
Mcdici  timents  of  civil  affairs,  and  foon  after  became  fovereigns  .of 
gain  the  ftate.     The  difgraced  families  foon  perceived  the  vaft  ad- 

grgund,.  vantage  which  the  mifcondua  of  the  governing  party  threw* 
into  their  hands ;  and  Giovanni  Ricci  was  the  fiHft  who  had 
the  courage  to  offer  himfelf  to  be  the  patron  and  protedorof 
the  people.  He  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  Nicoh  de  Uzano ; 
but  his  greatnefs  had  created  fo  much  jcaloufy  amongft  the 
other  magiftrates,  that  he  was  not  liftcncd  to.  The  antmofitjr 
aijainfl  him  was  greatly  favoured  hy  the  progrefs  ^  Philtp 
dukeof  Milan;  and  he  was  falily,  perhaps,  accufed  «f  beixlg 
the  chief  inflrument  of  concluding  the  treaty  between  Pi/V/^ 
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and  the  Fhrmtines.    According  to  Machiavel  ^,  in  the  pad- 
fiortton  he  made  with  the  doge  of  Genoa^  he  referved  Sere-' 
zanoy  and  fome  other  towns  on  the  fide  of  the  Magra^  next 
to  Florence^  in  his  own  pofieffion  ;  which  the  Fhrentines  com- 
plained of  as  a  breach  of  their  treaty  with  hhn.     The  ma- 
giilracy  of  Florence  would  willingly  have  winked  at  this  in- 
fradion ;  but  the  people  would  not  fuffer  them.    Notwith* 
ftanding  all  the  remonftrances  that  were  made  againft  enter- 
ing into  war  with  a  prince  fo  powerful  as  Philip,  and  the  im- 
poffibility  of  keeping,  any  of  the  conquefls  they  could  gain 
from  him,  while  the  Rjokiagna  lay  between  the  two  ftates, 
preparations  for  war  were  refolved  upon,  levies  niade,  and 
the  ten  field  deputies  nominated.     No  fooner  was  this  i-elb- 
lution  approved  of,  than  the  people,  feeling  the  weight  of  the 
taxes  that  were  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the  war,  redoubled 
their  murmurs  againft  the  government.     Ordilaffi,  the  lord 
of  ForU,  dying  about  this  time,  had  left  his  fon  uttder  the 
tutelage  of  Fhilip  duke  of  Mtlan ;  but  the  mother,  difliking 
fiich  a  guardian,  fent  her  child  to  her  father  Lui^  AHdojfof 
lord  of  Imola.    This  incenfed  the  inhabitants  bf  Ithoia  (b 
greatly,  that  they  obliged  the  toother  to  put  her  fon  Wtto  the 
hands  of  the  guardian  appointed  by  the  father ;  and  thus  Phi^ 
lip  became  mafier  of  that  ftate.     This  new  acquifiiion  of 
power  to  Philip  renewed  the  jealoufy  of  xht- Florentines.  Great 
debates  were  held  about  the  expediency  of  declaring  wa#  jfr^^ 
againft  him,  which  John  de  Medici  earneftly  oppofcd.     He  againft  the 
thought,  that,  as  Philip  had  not  as  yet  proceeded  to  hoftili-  duke  of 
ties,  the  Florentine  allies  would  look  upon  them  is  the  ag*  Milaii; 
grefTors,  if  they  (hould  declare  war.    The  oppofue  party  held 
forth  the  folly  of*  making  their  own  country  the  feene  of  war, 
with  a  prince  who  they  were  fure  was  their  enemy.     Th^ 
opinion  of  the  latter  prevailed,   and  a  war  waf  refolved 
upon. 

PHILIPy  having  intelligence  of  this,  hnmcdiately  fent 
Jlgnoh  oi  Pergola  at  the  head  of  an  army  agairtft  the  lord  of 
Imoluy  in  order  to  divert  him  from  fuccouring  Porii\    It  was         '  v 
then  the  depth  of  winter;  and  the  waters  of  the  ditches,  ' 

which  formed  the  chief  defence  of  the  place,  being  frozen, 
Agnolo  took  the  city,  arid  fent  jtSdoJJh  prifbner  to  Milan. 
Upon  this  the  Florentines^  #ho  had  now  completed  thcfr 
levies,  laid  fiege  to  Forli\  while  Agmh  of  Pergola,  iin Ale  to 
fuccour  it,  bcfieged  Zoganara,  in  hopes  that  th^  Florentines 
would  raife  the  nege  of  Forlij  in  order  to  leljeve  the  former.- 
Count  Aiberigo  was  then  in  the  pay  of  the  Florentines  -,  and 
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hi$  garjrifon  hehl  out  Zoganarm^  which  waa  fo  preft  by  the 
enemy,  that  the  befieged  were  obliged  to  agree  to  deh'ver  up 
the  town,  if  it  was  not  relieved  within  fifteen  days  by  tho 
Florentines.     The  terms  of  this  capitulation  fo  greatly  in- 
cenfed  the  Florentines^  that  they  refolvcd,  at  all  hazards,  to 
raife  the  fiegc.     Aoandoning  that  of  Forli^  they  began  their 
iparcb  towards  Zoganara  in  the  beginning  of  ^<^«tfrx,  though 
the  roads  were  almoft  impaflable,  and  the  feafon  bitter;  and 
The  Flo-  attacking  the  duke  of  Milan  ^  army,  they  were  fo  totally  dc- 
rentiDes     feated,  that  all  Florence  was  thrown  into  conftemation.     To 
defeated,    give  the  reader  fome  conception  of  the  manner  in  which  war 
was  carried  on  at  this  time,  we  are  to  inform  him,  that,  ir> 
this  total  defeat  of  the  Florentine  army,  no  more  than  three 
people  were  killed  ;  and  tbofe,  too,  not  by  the  enemy,  but  by 
falling  off"  their  horfes,  and  being  fuffocated  in  the  mire. 
7be  Flo-        This  defeat,  if  fuch  it  may  be  termed,  opened  the  mouths 
rentines     of  the  meaner  fort  of  people  againft   their  government  K 
murmur      They  complained,  that  the  war  with  the  duke  of  Milan  bad 
azainft      been  entered  into  by  their  magiflracy  only  to  divert  their  at- 
tbeirgO'     jcntion  to  public  liberty,  which  was  now  endangered.    This 
'uemment.  ^jfcontcnt  ran  fo  high,  that  the  magiftratcs  were  obliged  to 
fummon  a  general  afiembly  of  the  people  y  in  which  RinaJd^ 
j/Mzi,  fon  to  Mafo^  endeavoured  to  apologize  for  the  con* 
d\i&  of  the  government,    notwithftanding  the  difagreeable 
turn  the  war  had  taken.    He  then  attempted  to  prove  that 
the  carrying  the  war  into  the  Romagna  had  averted  it  from 
Tufcanyy  and  had  been  of  Angular  fervice  to  the  Holy  See ; 
and  that,  as  it  was  a  war  now  of  defence,  it  would  be  far 
from  being  burdenfome  to  the  people.     By  his  authority  and 
perfuaiioDS  the  people  were  fomewbat  quieted  ;  and  they  took 
into  their  pay  Odo,  or  Otho^  the  fon  of  Brachioy  a  youth  of 
feventeen  years  of.  age,  but  under  the  tutelage  of  Nicalo  Piei* 
nino.    The  name  of  Brachio  was  of  great  fervice  to  the  Flar 
rentinesj  as  hisfather^s  friends  repaired  to  his  flandard. 
Thei^  civil     BuT  by  this  time  the  people  began  to  pejccivc  the  diffi- 
dijhtiens  culties  and  diftrefles  under  which  their  leaders  laboured,  which 
renewed,    they  guefied  at,  partly  from  their  countenances,  and  partly 
from  the  great  weight  of  their  taxes.    In  a  (hort  time  the 
city  was  thrown  into  a  kind  of  a  civil  war.   The  inferior  ranks  - 
rehifed  to  pay  their  impofts ;   and  the  magiftrates  were  forced 
to  appoint  twenty  citizens  in  the  nature  of  tax-gatherers,  and 
threw  the  chief  burden  of  the  public  expence  upon. the  nobi- 
lity.   This  was  a  treatment  the  latter  could  not  endure,  and 
power  was  given  to  the  new  colledors  to  kill  any  one  who 
« 
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refufcd  to  pay  their  tixes ;  by  which  the  ivhole  city  foon  be- 
tame  a  fceiie  of  \ij!e!ic^,  contufion,  and  murder.     The  no- 
biliiy,  and  the  chief  ciiizeus,  to  the  number  of  above  fevemyi    - 
met  in  St.  Steplen^  cliufch  ;  but  JcL)!  Medici^  tlic  moft  po- 
pular nv;blcn^.:in  'u\  Flj-.^n^Cy  wiis  not  prcfcnr,  the  oiheis,  igno^ 
rant   or  whai  pan  he  might  a£t,   iujj  having  fummoned  him, 
and  he  hifnTcH"  d  flikirg  ihe  cauTe  of  ihe  meeting.     The  af- 
fembly  was  opened  bv  a  Ipcech  fVojn  R'lKaldo  A.'lizi,   who  (ti 
forth  the  deplorjb!e  llacc  of  the  njbi^ity,  extoHed  the  beha- 
viour of  ihefr  aMccfto's   on    fuch  occiifion<,  and    counfellej 
them   by  all  nriea is  to  unite   in  Shaking  ofF  the  yoke  of  th<i 
plebeians.     Rir.jUo'h  Ipjtch  was  greatly  to  the  liking  of  the 
afl'cmbly;  but  'Nkolo  Uzauo  objeiflcd  to  their  doing  any  thing 
by  force,  without  the  concurrence  of  J^hn  de  Medici^    wild 
was  always  the  profcfTcd  patron  of  (he  people.     He  proceeded 
Ukew'ife  to  remonft:  ate i  upon  the   ur.ccaain  event  of  a  civil 
war,  and    upon    the   impradlicabiliiy   of    their  deliberation?^ 
without  confultirg  Jdm  ds  Mcd'a^i.     Rhialdo  undertook  that 
task,  and  accj'jittcd  himfelf  in  a  very  artful  manner,  but  with- 
out fuccefs.      "John  informed   him,  that  he  could  agree  to  nd 
alteration  in  the  Ibte  to  the.prejudice  of  the  people  \  and  that 
Rinaldo^  in  what  he  Was  doirs^i,  wjs   but  the  tool  of  others^ 
who  would  foon  get  the  upper  hand,  and  ruin  him;  and  that^- 
upon  the  who'e,  moderation   and   a  little  forbearance  were 
beft;  and  particularlv,  that  the  citizens  (hoiild   be  free  from 
all  arrefls   by  crediiorh  on   the  days  of  public  meetings ;  and 
that,  for   hi6  part,  he  was  rtfj'vcd   to  oppofe  the  faiSiou^  of 
every  kind. 

An*  anfwer  (o  full  of  wifJorn  and  moderation  increafed  the  Virtue  q/ 
popularity  of  Mnl'ui^  who    nf)*'  wiiKdrcw  himfelf  from   all  John  Me-» 
the  Cibals  of  the  nobility  ;  fothat  it  was  in  his  credit  to  have  dici. 
made  himfeif   lorJ  of  Florence:      His    family  laud   relations 
prefled  him  to  avail  himfcrlf  of  \\h  ciedit  and  popularity,  to 
be  revenged  upon  his  enemies  i  but  yohn  was   too  good  a  pa- 
triot to  liften  fo    their   advice.     Ri'mldo  de  Aibizt^  however, 
and  .the  reft  of  his  faction,  attemp^^d  to  difplace  ./Wi:/r////,  one 
of  the  f.cretaries  of  ftate,  becaufe  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Me- 
dicean  family.    But  he  W2S  fo  far  from  fuccceding,  that  Pagolo^ 
who  was  in  Rinaldo's  interelt,  was  turned  out,  and  Mdhin 
eftablifhed  more  firmly  than  ever. 

Irliappenedai  this  time,  luckily  (or  Florence^  that  the  no-  ConJu^ 6f 
bility  had  but  little  credit  with  the  people;  fo  that  they  were  the^dukeof 
in  DO  condition  to  refent  ihofe  mortifications  as  they  were  Milan, 
indin^   to  do.      Add  to  this,,  that  Philip  duke  of  Milan^ 
having  compromifed  his  differences  with  the  Malatejla  family, 
and  his  otherv neighbours,  continued  obftinately  bent  upon 
Mod,  HxsT.  Vol.  XXXVI.  Q^  ibc 


Digitized 


by  Google 


226  The  Hiftory  of  Florence. 

the  reduflion  of  Florence.     He  had  taken  into  his  pay  JngeUf 
,        or  Agnolo  of  Pergola^  and  Carrmgnola^  both  of  ttiem  able  offi- 
cers, the  latter  of  whom  was  then  in  the  Bolognefe^  endea- 
vouring to  reduce  Bologna^  which  had  fubmittcd  itfelf  to  pope 
Martin^  by  the  perfuafion  of  Benttvogito^   its  late   mader* 
Philip  had  like  wife  been  very  fuccefsful  in  extending  his  fron- 
tiers towards  Savoy  and  the  foot  of  the  Alps,     Being  a  com- 
i         plete  mafter  of  diffimulation,  he  fent  an  honourable  en:«bafly 
to  Phrence  to  treat  of  peace ;  but  neither  fide  being  finccre, 
hodilities  ftill  went  on,  and  the  Florentines  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  retake  Forli.    This  induced  them  to  name  ambaf- 
fadors  on  their  parts  y  and  they  committed  the  management  of 
the   negociation  to  Bartolomeo  Valoriy  a  man   by  no  means 
fuited  for  fuch  an  employn^ent,  being  vain  and  oftentatious(C). 
lAfhoaf-     When  he  came  to  Lodiy  he  was  gfven  to  underftand,   from 
fronts  the   Philipy  that  he  muft  advance  no  farther  into  Lombardyy  under 
Florentine  pretence  of  the  plague's  being  at  Florence.     This  was  a  dread- 
Mmbalfa-    ful  check  to  Valoriy  who  returned  diredly  to  Florence j  where, 
^'^^^  upon  his  arrival,  every  thing  was  in  a  flame,  at  the  con- 

temptuous treatment  of  their  ambaflador  by  Philips  who  was 
then  mailer  of  Genoa.  Fulgofoj  the  late  doge,  was  furnifhed 
by  the  Florentines  with  troops  and  money  to  attempt  the  reco- 
\  very  of  that  ftate  ;  and  he  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  conquer  a 
great  part  of  the  Genoefe  fea-coafi,  and  to  create  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  to  Philip.  Thfe  Florentines  feemed  now  refolved  to 
rifque  the  whole  of  their  ftate  againft  Philips  who  had  a  fe- 
cret  eye  to  the  crown  of  Naples,  He  addreffed  the  pope, 
complaining  of  his  partiality  for  the  Horentinesy  whom  he  ac- 
cufed  of  fomenting  di(r::ntiQns  between  the  legate  and  the 
people  of  Bologna.  H^  prevailed  fo  far,  that  the  pope  changed 
his  legate,  and  fubftituted  in  his  place  one  who  was  intirely 
in  the  intcrcft  of  Philip.  By  this  and  other  favourable  cir- 
cumftances,  Philip  regained  his  credit  at  Bologna^  and  ac- 
quired Imolay  and  a  great  many  important  places  in  the  R&^ 
magna.  At  the  fame  time  he  endeared  \o  himfelf  the  Mala- 
/^A  family ;' for  having  taken  prifoner  Charles j  the  lord  of 
Ksmnij  he  treated  him  and  all  hb  friends  in  the  moft  ge- 
nerous affe£lionate  manner,  ar^d  difmifled  them  without 
ranfom. 

^C)  Billius,  the  Milanefe  hif-  their  arms  and  enfigns  the  an- 

tonan,  fays  that  the  Florentines  cient  Roman  infcription,  S.  P. 

at    this    time,   to   recommend  Q.R.  thereby  intimatiig,  that 

themfclves  to  the  Italian  and  the  ftate  of  F/?rf3»r^  was  the  true 

other  dates,  embroidered  upon  reprefentative  of  old  iJoiw*  (i). 
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During  tlvs  gloomy  ftate  of  the  Florentirte  affairs,  and  7>&^FIo- 
When  Philip  had  adually  invaded  their  dominions,   they  re-  rentioes 
ceivcd   fornc  relief,  by  being  befriended  by  Antonio^  lord  o^ joined  by 
Faenza ;  and,  according  to  the  Mtlanefe  hiftorian.  Philips  gc-  Antonio^ 
nerais,  particularly  y/^W^,  wias  not  fond  of  putting  an  cnd****^**' 
to  the  war.    The  caufes>  through  which  this  event  happened, 
are  varioufly  related.     The  moft  probable  are,  that  Antonio 
had  a  perfonal  diflike  to  Philips  and  a  kindnefs  fbr  the  Flo^ 
tentines  \  which  was  increafcd  by  another  event  whicli  took 
place  about  the  fame  lime  :   for  young  Odoy  and  Nicoio  Pici^ 
nino^  after  performing  many  important  fcrvices  to  the  FloreU" 
tines  about  Arezxo  and  the  vale  of  Miigelti^  were  intirely  de* 
feated  by  the  Mtlanefe  generals.     Odo  was  killed  on  the  fpot ;' 
but  Nicoio i  endeavouring  to  efcape,  was  taken  by>hc  peafaiits^ 
and  carried  to  Faenza^  where  he  perfwzded  Antonio  lo  declare 
himfelf  for  the  Florentines  againft  Philip,     Upon  this  the  city 
of  Florence^  by  a  public  decree  and  deed,  declared  him   iht 
chief  of  her  allies,  and  fent  a  coiifiderable  body  of  her  troopg 
to  proteft  Faenza  from  the  refentment  of  Philip,     This  in- 
cident chanj^ed  both  the  obieft  and  the  fcene  of  the  war* 
Philip^wsLS  oblijjed  to  rccd]  Aonolo  ;  and  the  Florentines,  glad 
to  remove  the  feat  of  war  from  their  own  country,  gave  the 
command  of  their  army  to  Bernardino*     Totelliy  the  Milanefi 
general,  marched  to  fight  him ;  and  both  armies  came  to  a   « 
battle  near  Angkria^  in  which  the  Florentines  were  defeated^ 
and   their  general  taken  prifoner,   together  with   his  chief 
officers.     Aretin^  l^imfelf  feems  to  blame  tht  Florentine  xtl- Theit  tA'^ 
pacioufnefs  and  cruelty  for  this  difafter,  which  was  followed /«rwij/^5/?* 
by  another.     Nifolo  Pianino^  the  beft  general  they  had  then 
in  Tufcanyi  thought  his  (crvices  very  indifferently  requited  by 
the  Florentines,   and  complained,  that  his  perfon  was  neither 
regarded,  nor  his  troops  pard.     As  he  was  a  foldier  of  fortune* 
and  of  very  mean  original,  the  Florentines  imagined  ihat  he 
only  wanted  to  raife  his  terms,  and  they  diffegarded  his  com* 
plaints;  fo  that,  when  the  time  of  his  fervice  elapfed,  he  re- 
tired firft  to  Cortona,  then  to  Perugia,  and  then  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  the  duke  of  Milan. 

The  Florentines  now  gave  themfelves  up  for  loft.     Their  ^^  '^ 
finances  were  exhaufted.     They  had  neither  men  nor  generals  *^^'^ 
to  take  the  field,  and  tlieir  enemies  were  powerful.    Nicolo^^^^^ , 
took  from  them  all  their  forts  between  Bibienna  and  Arszzo  ; 
fo  that  the  Florentines  had  then  no  other  refourCe  but  that  of 
again  applying  to  the  Vimtians,  who  they  thought  were  equalj]^ 
interefted  with  themfelves  in  oppofmg  th'e  growth  of  the  duke 
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of  Milan^s  power.     Philip  was  fenfible  that  the  Florentines 
bore  bim  no  good  will ;    and  his.  chief  general  Cannignolay 
having  lefc  his  fervice  in  difguft,  was  now  at  Venice^  and  took 
part  with  the  Florentines.     He  had  recourfe  to  his  ufual  aits ; 
and  perceiving  that  the  ^*?«^//^;7j  were  determined   to  unite 
themftilves  to  the  Florentines^  he  offered  peace  to  the  latter, 
provided  they  would  break  otf  the  negociation  ;  but  the  con- 
dition Was  rejected.     He  then  oiFered  the  fame  terms  to  the 
Venetians ;  but  met  with  a  like  repulfe  from  them. 
Hiftory  of       The   head  uf  the  Florentine  deputation  at  Venice  at   this 
the  league  *<ime  was  Lorenzo  Rhidolphi^  a  man  of  addrefs  and  abilities, 
hetiveen      who  found  means  to  fix  the  doge  in  his  intereft ;  and  he  con- 
/i&fFloren-tinued  to  be  feconded  by  Carmignola^  who,  according  to  Are- 
tines  and  ^j^  h^  had  poifon  privately  adminiflered  to  him  by  Philip\  or- 
Veyc-        jgf      Th^  terms  of  agreement,  after  great  difficulty,  were  at 
tians.         j^^  fettled   between  the  Florentines  and  the  Venetian}.     The 
chief  wese,  that  xhs  Florentines  (hould 'furnifh  four  thou fand 
foot,  and  that  they  Ihould  conclude  no  feparate  peace  with- 
out the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  Venetians.     Tlie  firft 
efFe(S  of  this  confederacy  was  the  Venetians  laying  fiege  to 
Brefciay  which  alarmed  Philip  (o  greatly,  that  he  recalled  all 
his  troops  out  of  Tufcany,     The  Florentines  were  thereby  left 
at  liberty  to  divide  iheir  army.     One  part  of  it  was  fent  to 
make  good  their  engagements  with  the  Venetians^  and   the 
other  was  employed  in  retaking  the  towns  and  forts  between 
Bibienna  and  Jre-zzo,     The  condition  of  Philip  at  this  time 
Danger  of  \^  ^  ftron  j  proof  of  the  danger  of  a  prince  employing  meicc- 
mtrcenary   ^^^\^^     Philip  was  neii:.cr  without  troops  nor  money,  and 
roops,        jjg  i^^j  found  means  to  engage  in  his  fervice  the  beft  gelierals 
in  Italy  \  for  both  Sforza  and  Brachio  were  now  dead,  the  firft 
being  drowned,  and  the  latter  killed.     But  their  anlmofities 
and  avarice  difconcerted  his  moft  important  operations.    Bref- 
ciay though  a  very  ftrong  city,  and  well  provided  with  every 
thing  for  a  good  defence,  furrendered  to  the  Venetians ;  as  did 
Bergamoy  and  many  other  places  in  Lombardj.     He  iik^wiie 
yielded  up  Forli  and  Imola,  much  againft  the  inclinations  of 
~  the  Florentines^  to  pope  Martin^  with  all  the  towns  and  terri- 
tories belonging  to  them.     The  pope  then  me^ated  a  4}eace 
Peace  pro*  amongft  the  ftates  at  war,  and  employed  the  cardinal  of  Bo- 
fo/edf         logfia  to  conclude  it.     Philip  was  fo  ill  fcrvcd  by  his  troops 
and  generals,,  that  he  was  forced  to  agree  to  all  the  terms 
prefcribed  by  his  enemies.     The  city  of  Milan^  however,  ftill 
fiood  by  him,  and  had  grown  to  fuch  a  height  of  power,  that 
her  inbabitanis  offered  lo  iurnifh  him  with  ten  thoufand  horfe 
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and  ten  thoufand  foot,  if  he  would  continue  the  war  againft 

P'enlce  and  Florence,     This  ofiVr  for  fome  time  put  a  ftop  to 

the  conclufion  of  the  peace  ;  but  the  Fenet/afis  preparing  to  and  con^ 

renew  the  war  with  more  vigour  than  ever,  it  was  at  laft  con-  eluded. 

eluded. 

AccoRDI^?G  to  Mach'iavel  *,  this  war  was  carried  on  be-  Infiances  of 
tween  the  Florentines  and  the  MUaneJe  with  prodigious  ran-  rancour, 
cour.    ' Braggio  del  Mijano^  iiovernor  of  Monte  Petrcfoy  a  Jittic 
inconfiderable  caftle,  being  befieged  by  the  Milanefe^  who  had 
iec  fire  to  the  place,  rather  than  furrendcr,  threw  his  move-  ' 

ables  and  children  to  the  «iemy,  but  chofe  hinjfelf  to  perifli 
in  the  flames,  though  he  was  offered  an  honourable  capitula- 
tion. The  Milanefe^  admiring  bis  magnanimity,  fcnt  his 
children  and  all  his  efFecfts  to  Florence ^\vj\itx^  they  were  amply 
provided  for  at  the  public  charge.  He  gives  us  another  in- 
ftance  of  the  deteftation  of  treachery  in.  Agvolo^  the  Milanefe  and  of 
general,  when  he  appeared  before  GW^/t*^,  a  town  or  c^^\z  honour. 
in  the  Romagna^  where  Zanobi  del  Pino  was  governor.  Z^- 
nobi  not  only  furrendered  the  place  to  him,  without  the  fmall- 
eft  defence,  but  offered  to  conduct  the  Milanefe  army  into 
i'ufcany^  where  he  might  make  war  with  more  profit  and 
fafety.  JgnolchS  deteftation  of  this  propofal  was  fucb,  that 
he  delivered,  the  traitor  up  to  be  puniflied  by  his  own  menial 
fervants,  who,  for  fome  days,  gav^  him  nothing  but  paper 
painted  with  fnakes  and  ferpents  to  eat ;  fo  that  he  died  of 
hunger.     According  to  the  laft  peace  concluded  with  Philips  ^ 

the  Florentines  were  put  in  poflcflion  of  all  the  places  that 
had  been  taken  from  them  in  the  Romagna  ;  but,  by  Machia- 
vel's  account,  the  whole  of  the  war  coft  them  the  amazing 
fum  of  three  millions  and  a  half  of  ducats.  This  expence  was 
but  ill  repaid  by  the  re-acquifitions  they  had  gained ;  while 
the  Venetians.,  at  the  charge  of  the  Florentines^  were  now  iti 
fo  rich  and  refpe£lable  a  condition,  that  they  became  fufpet^ed 
by  their  allies  ;  and  this,  according  to  the  fame  author,  was 
one  oi  their  main  motives  for  making  a  peace.  ^ 

During  this  war,  which  lafted  from  1422  to  1427,  t\\^  A  ne^  t(ix 
FiOrentine  government  had  purfued  every  expedient  they  could  impofedat- 
devife  for  raifing  money  ;  but,   all  being  inefpecitual,  they  at  Florence, 
laft  laid  a  tax  upon  the  properties  and  land  cftates  of  the  fub- 
jc£ls.     This  tax  was  called  catnflo  \  and  Machiavel  fays,,  that 
/it  obliged  every  man  poflefled  of  an  hundred  florins  to  pay  one  ^ 
half  of  them  to  the  ftate.     This,  however,  is  to  be  under- 
ftood  with  many  reftri<aions.     The  value  of  the  landed   in- 
tereft  was  known ;  and  the  plebeian  part  of  the  government, 

*  Machiavel,  book  iv. 
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.  which  novr  prevailed  in  Flonnciy  could  eafily  raifc  the  tax.  It 
met,  however,  with  a  vigorous  oppofuion ;  hut  was  as  ftrenu- 
oufly  fupported  by  John  de  Medici^  becaufe  it  was  to  be  levied 
by  law,  and  could  not  be  mifapplied,  to  gratify  the  purpofet 
either  of  avarice  or  revenge.  The  landed  intcrcft  and  great 
men  were  obliged  to  fubcnit ;  but  the  people  fought  to  carry 
the  matter  to  an  unwarrantable  length,  by  wanting  to  infti- 
tate  courts  of  inquiry  upon  thofe  who  for  fome  time  paft  had 
'  paid  lefs  than  that  aflefrment*    This  projeS  was  unjuft,  crue)^ 

and  impolitic,  and  as  fuch  oppofed  by  yohn  de  Medici^  whofe 

frinciple  always  was  moderation  in  matters  of  government, 
n  the  year  1428,  the  nobility  and  rich  citizens,  finding  they 
could  not  remove  from  their  own  fhoulders  the  weight  of  the 
public  burdens,  fuggefted  to  the  officers  who  colle£led  the  re- 
venue, that  the  catafto  ought  to  extend  to  all  cities  and  ftates 
fubjeA  to  the  Fhrentlna  ^.  This  propofal,  far  from  being 
difliked,  was  carried  into  execution  ;  and  the  fubje^  of  all 
the  acauired  territories  were  ordered  to  give  up  (chedules  of 
their  eftates,  that  they  might  be  taxed  to  the  catafto.  This 
Complain-  produced  remonftrances  from  all  thofe  cities  and  ilates,  plead- 
id  of  l^  ing  their  original  contra£b  with  the  Florentines^  which  left 
the  cities.  x\i^xi\  to  be  taxed  by  themfclves  ;  and  numerous  deputies  were 
fent  from  all  quarters,  to  expofe  the  iniquity  of  fuch  proceed- 
ings. Thofe  deputies,  upon  their  arrival^  aiid  making  known 
their  bufinefs,  were  immediately  put  under  confinement  in 
Florence  \  fo  that  the  prifons  there  were  filled  with  the  princi- 
pal inhabitants  of  Pi/&,  VoUerray  Ptftota^  Arezzoy  Cortona^  and 
Other  places. 
^e  Vol-  Amongst  thofe  the  Volterrans  were  the  moft  clamorous,  • 
lerrans  rje-  pleading,  that,  by  their  original  contrad,  they  ought  to  be 
Vol$*  confidered  rather  as  allies  than  fubjeds  of  Florence.  One  of 
the  Folterran  deputies  was  Juflusy  a  man,  fays  our  autho- 
rity ',  worthy  to  have  lived  in  a  better  ftate,  who  c  ninfellcd 
his  countrymen  and  fellow- prifoners  to  make  their  fubmiffion 
to  the  Florentines^  .till  better  times  fliould  prcfcnt  tbemfelves. 
This  advice  was  followed,  and  the  Folterran  deputies  were 
fuffered  to  returi)  home.  There  he  opened  his  mind  to  a 
▼cry  few  of  his  intimate  friends,  particularly  to  one  Giovanni^ 
a  fellow-prefident :  and  though  all  appearances  of  fuccefs  were 
jigainft  them,  they  no  fooner  proclaimed  liberty  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  than  the  Florentine  «)vepor  was  feized,  and  Jttfttts 
was  acknowledged  as  lord  of  Kokerra. 

^  BiLLiuSy  ubi   fupra/p.    117.       Machuvbl,  book  iv. 
^  BiLLivs,  ibid. 
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When  this  news  reached  the  Flor)sntwe5^  who  had  held  hut  are 
the  Folurrans  fo  cheap  that  they  had  not  fo  much  as  kept  a  with  diffi^ 
garrifon  in  their  city,  they  were  not  io  much  affedcd  with  the^*/[y  rt- 
revolt,  as  alarmed  at  the  example  which  if  might  fet  to  the  <'''*^^^- 
other  leading  towns  in  their  fubjeftion.  A  council  of  the 
chief  magiftrates  being  held,  fome  were  generous  enough  to  - 
propofe  a  remidion  of  the  tax,  by  adhering  to  the  terms  of  the 
original  ftipulations.  But  this  opinion  was  over-ruled  by  the 
party  who  were  for  the  tax,  and  who  reprcfented,  that,  being 
at  peace  with  the  duke  of  Milan^  they  had  nothing  to  fear 
in  Tufcany,  Two  commiflaries,  Rinaido  JlSiziy  and  PaIJa 
Sirozxi^  were  appointed  to  treat  with  the  VGltcrrans  ;  and,  if 
they  (hould  find  that  impraflicable,  to  reduce  them  by  force. 
Pai!a  was  the  moft  unexceptionable  Florentine  that  could  be 
employed  in  fuch  a  commiflion,  becaufe  of  the  lenity  he  had 
always  exprefled  towards  the  Volterransy  and  the  other  ftates ; 
fo  that  the  chief  management  of  the  aflFair  was  left  to  him, 
and  he  conduiSed  it  with  great  art.  Knowing  that  JtifluSy 
the  new  lord  of  VoUerra^  being  but  a  plebeian,  was  hated  by 
the  nobility  and  the.richer  citizens  of  Volterra^  when  became 
within  eight  miles  of  that  city,  he  prevailed  with  many  fuch 
to  give  him  a  meeting  at  a  little  town  called  Gambazio^  where 
he  endeavoured  to' make  them  fenfible  of  ^he  folly  of  the  Vol- 
ierrans^  in  drawing  upon  themfclvcs  the  refentment  of  the 
Florentines y  whom  they  were  tinable  to  refift  ".  The  Voher- 
ram  at  firft  complained  bitterly  of  the  Florentine  tyranny  5 
but  he  promifing  to  ftand  their  friend  in  the  Florentine  go- 
vernment, for.procurbg  a  redrefs  of  their  grievances,  they  aH 
of  them  came  over  to  hb  propofal,  which  was  to  employ  their 
intereft  in  bringing  their  city  back  to  the  fubjedion  of  Fh^ 
rence, 

JUSTUS^  fenfible  of  the  ftrbng  party  formed  againft 
him,  and  of  the  FUrentine  power,  applied  for  afliftance  to  the 
neighbouring  ftates.  The  Siennefe  excufed  themfelv^  on  ac- 
count of  their  league  with  Florence ;  and  Paolo  Guinigt^  then 
\oxioi  Luccoy  that  he  might  re-ingratiate  hlmfclf  with  the  , 
*  Florentines^  to  whom  his  conduct  in  the  late  war  had  given 
umbrage,  fent  hb  deputy  prifoner  to  Florence.  In  the  mean 
while,  the  Florentine  commiflaries  had  aflembled  all  the  troops 
they  could  out  of  the  neighbouring  garrifons  and  countries, 
and  drew  near  to  Volterra,  to  fecond  the  efforts  of  their  friends 
within  the  place.  JuJiuSy  perceiving  he  had  now  no  refource 
but  in  his  own  valour,  and  the  ftrength  of  ^he  city,  was  pre- 
paring to  make  a  vigorous  defence,^ when  the  Fhrsntine  party 

°*  BiLLivs,  ubi  fopra,  p.  118. 
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fummoncd  a  meeting  of  the  prefidents  and  chief  citizens, 
before  whom  they  la:d  all  that  had  pafit^d  between  them  and 
Palh.  Arcolano^  brother  to  Giovanni^  was  at"  the  head  of 
the  FloT^cntlne  party,  and  expatiated  on  the  fervice  they  would 
do  their  country,  and  the  reliance  they  might  have  on  the 
gratitude  of  the  Fhrenti^.i  oovernmenr,  who  would  put  the 
manaj^emeat  of  the  city  into  the  hands  of  the  noKifity,  if 
*  they  would  immediately  dif^^atch  Jujlus^  and  admit  the  Flo- 
rentine commiiriiies,  who  were  ly.ng  with  an  army  before 
their  gates. 

This  meeting  was  fi  T.cretly  ht-U,   that  J^Ji^^  kn^w  no- 
thing of  it  ;   and  the  corrpany  'igrveing  to  At  colano\  propof.il, 
he  and  fome  of  his  fiicrnds  repaired  to  the  pabce,   and   draw- 
in'^  him  into  a  private  room,  under  pretence  of  bufntef^,  tht-y 
Juftus  of    murdered  him,  after  makino^  a  brave  refiflance,  and  defpeFatcIy 
Volterra     woundmg  two  of  the  afl'iflins.     His  death  ftunned   his  parry 
fnurdp^ed.    fo  much,  that  Areolaris  and   his  friends  found  no  difficulty  in 
opeiiin;^   their  gaic3   to  \\\^  Fh'efitine'^  who  {mmediately  re- 
pofieflld  themfelves  of  yolierrd  ".     But   the  Foltermns  were . 
miferably  deceived   in  their  expei^arion*? ;  for  the  Florentines^ 
M'/cfy  of    now  both  hating  and  defpifmg  thrm,  obli^^ed  them  to  pay  the 
f^eMohcr-'eata/lo  to   the  rigour.     Their  nobility  \i'e:e  treated   in  the 
ran*.  fame  rnanner  as  their  plebeian^^,  their  territory  was  difrrtem- 

bered  from  their  city,  and  their  few  remaining  privileges  were 
abolidicd. 
Jltje  of  the    '  Amongst  the  other  officers  employed  by  rhe  Florentines  in 
Florentine  {heir  war  was  Nicoloj  nephew  by  the  fifler  to  Bra:bia,  who^e 
fiuar  name  he  afTumcd,  and  is  therefore  diftinguifhed  by  the  title 

agaifift       o^  Fortebfackio,     lie  had  ferved   in  Lemlardy;  and  upon  the 
t-ucca*       conciufion  of  the  peace  between  Florence  and  the  duke  of 
Milan^  he  was   fo   far  from  difbanding  the  troops  he  com- 
manded, that  he  increafed  them,  under  pretence  of  affertir.g 
"    fome  family-rights  in  the  dutchy  of  Spplrto,  of  wh'ch  he  was 
a  native  ^     He  was,  however,  again  employed  by  the  Floren- 
tine commHTaries  in  the  reduction  of  Vclterra  ;  and  when  that 
was  completed,  it  was  fuppofed,   according  to  Mnckiavel  'p, 
\\\zt  Rinaldo  de  Albizi  perfuadcd  him.  to  make  an  inroad  into 
the  Lucquefe^  out  of  the  hatred  he  bore  to  Paolo  Guinigi. 
Death  and      FLORENCE  by  this  time  had  loft  her  noble  and  faith- 
charaSer    ful  patriot  "fohn  de  Medici^  who  bequeathed  to  his  cldcft  fon 
j/* John  de C^^Tj^  an  immenfe  cftate,  and  a  double  portion  of  his  own 
Medici,     fpirit,  patriotifm,  and  moderation.     The  advice  he  gave  his 
family  upon  bis  death-bed  is  full  of  the  nobleft  ^  fentiments 
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of  public  virtue ;  and,  after  the  days  of  Altuui^  no  private 
citizen  perhaps  was  knoWn  to  have  iieered  hiscourfe  fo  hap- 
pily through  contending  fadions,  with  fo  unexceptionable  a 
charader,  and  in  pofleflion  of  fo  great  an  cftate.  The  laft 
circumftance  is  a  proof  of  the  immenfe  wealth  which  the 
Florentine  nobility  in  ihote  days  acquired  by  trade;  for  John** 
was  generous  to  profufion,  and  charitable  even  to  weaknels. 
He  inquired  no  farther  into  the  charadter  or  circumllances  of 
any  man  than  his  wants,  which  he  no  fooner  knew  than  un- 
folicited  he  relieved  them.  The  highlit  dignities  of  the  ftatc 
had  been  in  a  manner  forced  upon  him  ;  and  by  the  benevo- 
lent turn  of  his  natural  temper,  he  was  more  ape  to  pity  than 
punifb  offenders.  His  hands  being  free  from  corruption,  as 
his  heart  wa?  from  ambition,  he  died  in  full  pofl'efTion  of  his 
country's  love;  where  he  owtd  his  pre-eminence  (a  rare  ex- 
ample in  a  popular  ftatc)  not  to  his  eloquence,  which  was  ' 
but  midling,  but  to  his  wiidom.  He  was  fucceeded,  as  we  have 
already  hinted,  by  his  eldeft  fun  Cojmo^  in  bis  popularity  a3 
well  as  eftate. 

There  is  reafon,  from  what  has  fallen  from  Mtichiavfl,  ^^ y^" 
and  the  other  hiftorians,'  for  beheving  that  Cof/no  had  a  very  ^^"^0 
bad  opinion  of  Guinigi ;  and  though  he  was  by  no  means  o\\^^'^\       /. 
good  terms  with  the  Jlb't%i  family,  he  joined  with  Rinaldo  and  ^^"^   r  f 
Neri^  the  fon  of  Caponi^  who  had  fo  great  a  hand  in  the  re-        ^ 
du^ion  of  Pifa^  in  privately  exciting  Fortehmchio  to  his  attempt 
againft  the  Ltuquefe.     Fortebrachio  and  his  troops  were  then 
quartered  at  Fucechio^  tl  towti  belonging  to  the  Florentines ; 
and  marching  from  thence  with  his  troops,  confifting  of  three 
hundred  horie  and  three  hundied  foot,  in  November^  1429,  he 
furprifed  Compiio  and  Ruoiiy  belongirfg  to  Lucca^  and  the  lat- 
ter  not  above  eight  miles  diftant  from  that  city  ;  all  the  ter- 
ritory of  which  he  Jikewifc  plundered,     Guinigi  was  intirelv 
unprovided  of  troops,  and  complained  to   the  Florentines  of 
Fortebrachio*s  attempt.  ^  They  denied  that  he  adled  by  their 
authority ;  and  he  pretended  that  what  h^  had  done  was  to 
indemnify  himfelf  for  a  fum  owing  by  Guinigi  to  his  uncle" 
Brachio  ^     Guinigi\  complaint  to  the  Florentines  had  an  ef- 
fe6l  very  different  from  what  4ie  perhaps  expcded ;  for  it  filled 
the  minds  of  the  Florentines  with  the  flattering  hopes  of  eafily 
maftering  the  ftrong  and  ioaportant  city  ofl^ucca.     This  fpirit 
prevailing,  the  city  ran  into  cabals,  and  ibe  citizens  breathed 
nothing  but  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  againft  Guinigi, 
Co/mo  de  Medici^  being  yet  unexperienced   in  the  affairs  of 
flate,  and  probably  thinking  that  he  was  doing  fcrvice  to  his 

'  B1L1.IVS,  ubi  fupra,  p.  123. 

coun* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


*  34  -  ^^^  Hiftory  of  Florence. 

xcounfrj^,  now  openly  joined  the  party  that  was  for  war, 
DetMia  fn  ^^^/^  ^  Uzano  and  his  friends  endeavoured  to  oppofc  the 
^  '*^*    torrent,  by  laying  before  their  countrymen  the  diftreflcd  (late  of 
t^        ^^^  public  credit ;  and  that  there  was  no  money  in  what  they 
.  *  called  their  mount,  or  public  exchequer.     They  (hewed  how 
difhonourable  it  would  be,  without  provocation,  to  make  war 
on  a  prince  whom  they  bad  lately  ranked  ^amongf^  their  chief 
allies ;  and  how  impolitic,  in  their  prefent  exhaufted  (late,  to 
attempt  the  conqueft  of  fo  powerful  a  city  as  that  oi- Lucca. 
But  thofe  and  many  other  arguments  had  no  weight  with  the 
body  of  the  Florentines.     The  public  cry  was,  that  Guinigi  ' 
was  the  only  tyrant  now  remaining  in  Tufcany\  that  he  had 
always  favoxired  the  Florentine  enemies,  and  had  fcnt  his  fon 
to  fcrve  under  the  duke  of  Milan  during  the  late  war.     This 
warlike  party  was  affifted  by  applications  made  to  them  from 
the  inhabitants  oVPefcia  and  vico^  two  towns  belongicg  to 
Florence^  for  leave  to  take  pofleffion  of  fuch  caftlcs  as  were 
offered  to  be  furrendered  to  them ;  and  aiTuring  the  Florentines^ 
that  nothing  could  be  more  eafy  than  for  them  to  conquer 
Lucca,  and  all  its  territory. 
Ntgocia^        The  party  againft  the  war  were,  however,  fp  refpedabic 
Uons/or  a  f^^  jj^^j^.  v^^jfjoni  j^^j  authority,  that  the  public  refolution  was 
f*^^*        for  fome  time  kept  in  fufpence ;  and  Guinigi  fent  a  frefli  am- 
baflador  to  Florence,  to  attempt  a  reconciliation.     The  perfon 
he  fent  was  one  *FivfanOj  whom  Guinigi  had  pardoned,  after 
being  capitally  convided  of  a  confpiracy  againft  him.      But 
Fiviano^i  refentment  got  the  better  of  his  gratitude,  and,  ca- 
balling with  the  party  for  a  war,  they*were  encouraged  by 
hinv  to  pufli  for  a  decifive  refolution.    Fpr  this  purpofe  the 
magifiracy  or  fenate  aflembled  a  council,  at  which  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety  eight  of  the  principal  citizens  appeared.  The 
debate  was  begun  by  RinaUo  de  Mizi,  who  magnified  the  ad- 
vantages a  free  people  had  over  flaves,  for  fuch  he  (aid  the 
Lucquefe  were,  to  a  fellow  fubjeS  of  their  own,  who  had  al- 
ways been  an  eneniv  to  Florence.    He  then  attempted  to  prove, 
that  the  reduced  (tate  of  their  commonwealth  ought  to  be 
a  Sron^  argument  for  a  war,  in  which  their  fucce(s  was  next 
to  certain,  becaufe  the  acquifition  of  Lucca  would  check  the 
defigns  which  the  pope  or  the  duke  of  Milan  might  have 
againft  their  liberties,  and  make  them  once  more  the  umpires 
of  baly. 
Afguments      NICOLA  DE  UZANO  oppofed  Rinaldo  with  gr^t 
for  Mf.      vigour,  by  (hewing  how  afFedionate  the  Lucquefe,  when  they 
were,  not  under  the  dominion  of  tyrants,  bad  always  been 
towards  iht  Florentines  *,  and  that  they  could  not  make  war  on 
the  tyrant,  exdufivc  of  tbc^peoplc  j  that  every  maxim  of  po- 
•      -  .       Key, 
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licy,  as  weH  as  jufticc,  pleaded  fer  peace;  They  could  cx- 
pcft  no  afliftance  from  the  FinnianSj  who  were  buficJ  in  fet- 
tling their  new  acquifitibns;  and  that  the  duke  6f  Milan^ 
pleafed  with  feeing  them  engaged  in  a  frefli  war,  which 
would  finifh  the  ruin  of  their  finances,  would  either  openly 
or  fecretly  aflift  Lvccoy  which  was  fo  much  bis  intcreft  to 
keep  them  from  poffeffing.  Upon  the  Whole,  he  concluded 
that  the  beft  conduift  they  could  obferve  would  be  to  remain 
quiet;  in  which  cafe,  it  was  more  than  probable,  the  Luc- 
quefe^  tired  of  their  tyrant,  would  put  tbcmfelvcs  under  the 
protection  of  Florence  \  and  he  concluded  by  prophefying^., 
that,  by  purfuing  the  lyar,  they  would  precipitate  their  own 
ruin. 

There  was  fo  much  weight  and  juftice  in  Uicano*s  reafon-  ^''^  re* 
ing,  that  the  advocates  for  war  had  nothing  to  reply,  but  xofil'^*^^^ 
call  for  a  divifion,  which  gave  the  queftion  in  their  favour  by 
a  majority  of^four  hundred  againft  ninety-eight.  The  ten 
field-deputies  for  the  management  of  the  war  were  then  no- 
minated; and  two  generals,  Jjiorre  Gianni  and  Rinaldo  Jliizi^ 
were  appointed  to  command  the  troops ;  but  it  was  likewife 
agreed,  that  Fortebracbio  fhould  be  taken  into  their  fervice, 
and  keep  poffefBon  of  the  towns  he  *  had  reduced.  This 
proved  to  be  a  capital  overfight,  as  neither  of  their  generals  > 

were  foldiers ;  and  Fortebracbto  was  fecretly  diflatisfied,  in  not 
having  the  fole  command.     The  expedition  however  was  fo 
popular,  that  they  foon  raifed  an  army  of  about  two  thoufand^ 
befides  the  troops  which  ferved  under  Fortebracbio. 
'     GUI  NIG  /,  feeing  the  ftorm  ready  to  break  upon  him,  n^  Lac- 
filled  all  Italy  and  the  greateft  part  of  Chrijiendom  with  invecr  queie  of- 
tives  againft  the  Florentine  breach  of  faith  ;    but  he  chiefly  s^-pfy  to  their 
pealfd  to  the  pope,  the  duke  of  Milan^  and  the  Venetians^  for  alliei. 
the  juftice  of  his  caufe.     Philip  was  the  only  power  who 
gave  ear  to  his  complaints*    Billiusy  who  was  a   noble  and 
learned  Milanejey  and  wrote  at  that  time,  tells  us  *,  that  Pht^ 
Up  was  the  principal  inftrument  of  the  war,  and  that  he  him- 
felf  had  feen  at  Sienna  letters  from  that  duke  to  the  Florentines^ 
promifing  them  his  affiftance,  which  he  did  only  with  a  view 
of  fomenting  a  war  that  might  weaken^  both  parties. 

Thb  incapacity  of  the  Florentine  generals  to  command,  an 
army  foon  appeared.  Leaving  Florence,  they  divided  their 
army,  Aftorre  taking  the  command  of  one  part,  and  RinaUi 
of  the  other.  Aftorro  marched  with  his  divifion  towards  Ca- 
tnagiore  zs\A  Pietrafanta ;  while  KinaUo  kept  the  heights  with 
hi^.    They  proceeded,  wherever  they  came,  not  only  impoli- 
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ticnlly,  but  brutally.  Aflorn  arriving  at  Seravtzza^  or  Salt^ 
della  Serva^  a  fine  rich  populous  vale  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Pietrafanta^  the  inhabitants,  who  being  Gtielphs^  had  long 
ciifliked  t^uinigW  government,  offered  to  fubmit  to  that  of 
Florence,  Ajiorre  pretending  to  receive  their  fubmiflSons,  or- 
dered  the  inhabitants  to  ^fiemble  in  the  great  church,  where, 
furrounding  them  with  his  troops,  he  told  them  they  were  his 
prifoners.  He  then  let  loofe  his  foldiers,  who  plundered 
their  lands,  violated  their  wives  aifd  dauj^hteis,  and  were 
guilty  of  the  moft  horrible  outrages  in  their  country,  not 
even  fparing  their  churches.  Some  of  ihc  Se^avczziy  hov^*- 
ever,  found  means,  though  with  d;^culty,  lo  cfcape  10  Flo- 
rencey  where  they  rcprefented  thHr  cafe  in  fo  moving  a  man- 
ner, that  the  Florentines  recalled  Aftorrey  condemned  and  ad- 
monifhed  him. 

RINALDO  DE  ALBVLI  fell  under  the  public  fufpicion 
at  the  fame  time  ;  for  the  Florentines  obftfVved,  that  though  he 
had  been  the  piincipal  patron  of  the  war,  he  hiSd  been  fe 
remifs  in  purfuing  it,  that  he  fecmed  to  rnind  nothing  but 
enriching  himfelf  at  the  expcnce  of  the  defencelefs  or  con- 
quered Lucqucfc,  This  coming  to  the  esirs  of  RInaUoy  whofe 
impetuofity  and  pride  were  boundlefs,  he  came  without  lieave 
to  Florencfy  where  he  prcfented  bimfclf  before  the  ten  depu- 
ties, and  with  bitter  upbraidings  of  their  and  his  country's 
ingratitude,  he  reilgned  his  comniifTion.  The  council  of 
ten  did  not  venture  to  puniQi  a  man  of  his  eminence  j  but 
gave  the  command  of  their  army  to  Neri  di  GtnOy  CaponPs 
ion,  and  Alamanno  Sahiatiy  who  made  difpofuions  for  aiding 
with  vigour  againft  the  enemy.  Cuinigi  all  this  while  was 
not  wanting  to  himfelf.  Being  matter  of  great  fums  of  mo- 
ney, heraifed  troops  in  all  quarters,  «nd  applied  to  the  Sien- 
nefe  for  their  aiSftance,  or  if  that  could  not  be  obtained,  for 
their  mediation.  The  5//«»f/J,  equally  dreading  the  progrefs, 
and  detefting,  the  cruelty  of  the  Florentines^  undertook  the 
latter  office,  and  fent  Antonio  Francifco  to  mediate  a  peace  bc^ 
tween  thei^  and  the  Lucquefe,  But  the  former  were  now  fo 
bent  upon  the  conqueft  of  Lucca^  that  his  negotiation  came 
to  nothing,  and  the  Siennefe  applied  to  the  Venetians  for  their 
7]&<rLuc-  P^^^  offices.  Their  anfwer  was,  that  they  knew  nothing  of 
quefe  pre  ^^^  Siennefe^  farther  than  that  they  had  been  included  in  the 
pare  for  '^te  peace ;  and  they  returned  to  Sienna  without  effe<Sing  any 
Hfjar.  thing.  Upon  this  Antonio  Francifco^  who  was  a  young  no- 
bleman-of  great  fpirit  and  intereft,  left  Sienna ;  and,  in  con- 
jun£lion  with  one  of  Gw/Vw^^i's  nephews,  raifed  a  large  body 
of  troops,  who  threw  themfelves  into  Ltc^a.  Amongft  others 
they  paid  thirty  thoufand  ducats  by  way  of  advance  money  to 
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Ralnerio  of  Perugia^  who,  having  received  the  fum,  betrayed 
them  and  went  over  to  the  Florentines^  who,  by  the  like  fum, 
as  is  faid,  engaged  him  and  three  hundred  horfe  in  their 
fervice. 

Xhough  this  dere<^ion  greatly  incommoded  Guin'igi^^  yet  Lucca  he- 
he  now  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  make  a  vigorous  ^e-  re  red. 
fence.  For  this  purpofe,  he'hired  o(  ihe  Spaniards  fix  gal- 
lies,  and  many  fmailer  veficis  for  dif-iopointing  all  the  efforts 
of  his  enemies  by  water.  The  new  FlorerJ i m  gcncxzh^  on 
the  other  hand,  changing  the  plan  of  operations  laid  down 
by  their  predec^,fibrs,  arlvanceJ  to  Campancle  a:cainft  Z«rr^ ; 
and  their  army,  being  now  greatly  encreafed,  they  furrounded 
it,  but  without  forming  a  regular  fiege ;  and  burned  or  ra- 
vaged all  the  country  round. 

Many  of  the  Italian  hiftorians  mention  the  Flcrentines  as 
being  fevere  and  rapacious  mafters  of  their  acquired  domi- 
nions, and  perhaps  they  are  not  the  only  republicans  who  are 
charged  in  hiflory  on  the  fame  account.  It  is  certain,  that 
their  behaviour  to  the  Pijans  atid  Volierram  gave  i\\t  Lucqurfe 
a  greater  abhorrence  of  their  government  than  they  enter-' 
tained  for  that  of  their  .tyrant,  as  they  and  the  other  Italian 
republics  affecSted  to  call  Guinigi.  Xhe  ravages  committed  in 
their  territories  were  far  from  allaying  this  fpirit  in  the  Luc- 
quefe^  and  they  promifed  to  hold  out  againft  their  enemies 
to  the  laft  extremity.  Guinigi  had  two  fons  ;  the  eldeft, 
Pondolfo^  was  legitinnate,  the  other  natural ;  but,  like  the  refl 
of  the  Italian  princes  of  thofe  days,  he  made  little  or  nodi-*  ', 
ftin^Stion  on  that  account.  To  the  former  he  committed  the 
care  of  defending  the  city,  and  to  the  other,  tlie  condufl  of 
the  fallies,  which  were  frequent  and  generally  fuccefsful.  The 
Florentines  were  provided  with  a  kind  of  artillery,  vfhich,  by 
the  force  of  gunpowder,  difcharged  large  ftones;  but  the 
Ltuqvefe^  perceiving  that  they  did  very  little  execution,  c&n\e  Litroduc- 
^i  la(t  to  defpife  them,  and  every  day  renewed  their  fallies,  tion  of 
to  the  great  flaughter  of  their  enerhies,  by  the  help  of  vaMi- M^H fi*'^- 
quets,  or  fmall  fire-arms,  t6  which  the  F/^r^«//W  were  Aran  •  ^''^^ 
gers,  and  which,  before  this  fiege,  were  not  known  in  Italy^ 
though  perhaps  they  were  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  The 
reader,  in  the  notes,  will  find  a  curious  and  a  natural  de- 
fcription  from  Billhn  (A)  of  thofe  dreadful  implements  of 

'war, 
4  *>  BiLLivs  ubi  fupra,  p.  126. 

(A)  Prefer  jacula,  H  fagitta-  fuflem  cuhiiZy  tj  alter i us  dimidii 
rum  balijlasy  novum  quoqueteli ge-  longum  ;  huic  fuffixa  erant  canna 
nu4  invensrunt :  gfretant'manwus   ferreay  quibus  item  fulfbure^  ac 
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.  Var»'  which  are  now  become  To  common^  and  of  the  excca« 

tion  they  did  upon  the  Florentines.     It  was  fuch  as  encouraged 
the   belieged  to   redouble  their  Tallies  upon   the   bertegers, 
whofe  army  was  divided  into  two  camps  ;  from  both  of  which 
they  were  driven  by  the  beficged,  and  one  of  the  Florentini 
generals  narrowly  mifled    being  made  a  prifoner.     He  was 
reicued  by  Cardanoy  one  of  the  chief  officers;    but  the  be- 
sieged carried  off  with  them  four  great  guns  (cannon  we  fup- 
pofe  are  meant)  called    by  our  author  bombarda :    a  great 
.  number  of  prifoners  were  likewife  made. 
The^lo-        '^"^  '^"^  ^^  ^^^'  ^^y  ^^  ^*^  convinced  the  Florerainest  ^ 
rentines     ^^^^  i^  was  impodiblp  for  them  to  mafter  the  city  in  the  man-  ' 
baffled  in    '^cr  the  fiege  was  carried  on.     The  bitter  weather  yf2a  now 
/Ar./^^^^ approaching;    and  neither  the  Florentine  generals,  nor  the 
^Lucca.,  field-deputies,   could  prevail  with  the  foloiers  to  leave  the 
villages  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  encamp  fo  near  the 
walls  as  to  block  up  the  city.     Philip  £runelefckiy  who  is  (b 
famous  for  reviving  in  Europe  the  true  principles  of  archi- 
■  te£hire,  and  ere£ling  \n  Florence  edifices  that,  to  this  day,  are 
tnafter- pieces  in  that  art,  was  then  in  the  F/(W^//«^  camp ; 
and  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  in  which  he  was  joined  by  the 
general  officers,  fhat  it  was  poffible  to  turn  the  courfeof  the 
river  Serchio^  fo  as  to  drown  Lucca.    As  he  was  looked  upon 
to  be  the  befi  engineer  of  that  age,  his  propofal,  however 
/    romantic  it  appeared,  might  have  proved  fuccefsful,  could  the 
/7ipr^;ifm  army  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  encamp  near 
enough  to  the  city,  to  have  interrupted  the  difpoGtions  made  by 
the  bdieged,  for  ^t^t2lm%Brumlefchi\  plan,  which  was  to  have 
turned  the  courfe  of  the  Serchio^  by  means  of  a  ftrohg  mound, 
ib  as  by  the  lateral  preffiire  of  its  waters,  to  have  borne  down 
the  walls,  or  by  their  rifmg  to  have  overflowed  them.     The 
Ltufuefe  perceived  his  defign,  and  raifed  a  mound  parallel  to 
tris,  between  their  walls  a^  the  diverted  courfe  of  the  river, 
which,  ferved  as  a  bulwark  to  the  city,  and  when  the  waters 
.     were  raifed  to  a  proper  height  between  the  two  mounds,  the 
befieged,  dividing  their  forces,  fent  one  part  in  the  night-time 
tQ  attack  that  part  of  the  Florentine  camp  that  lay  neareft  the 
mound,  and  armed  the  ptber  part  with  all  kinas  of  inftru- 
ments  for  digging  and  boring,  by  ^ich  they  broke  down  and 
pierced  the  r/vr/n/inr  mound,   fo  as  to   overflow  all  the 

mtro  oppktisp  gkhnkf  ferreu  vi  qmm  fiepe  duos  aut  li  tertium^ 

ignis  emtiebant.     Certa  erat  in  jfi  per  ordinem  occmrrerent,    una 

iSuf  fi  fetipffit^  pernkies;    nee  glande  tranifidereat  (i). 
arms,  out  fiuta  fatit  tegeiant, 

(0  SiHiMi,  lit  fuptM,  fag.  ia7» 
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grounds  on  which  the  befiegers  were  tnczm^y  which 
made  it  impradicable  again  to  appioach  the  city  00  that 
fide. 

The  Florentine  field -deputies,  and  their  .ipagi  ft  racy,  vexed  UnpopuU" 
at  the  lofles  and  difgraces  they  had  received  in  the  courfe  of  r/{>r  of 
this  fiege,  fent  Giovanni  Guicciardini  to  take  upon  him  the  Guinigi. 
fole  commandt  and  his  authority  prevailed  with  the  foldiere 
to  encamp  nearer  the  town.  It  is  probable,  that  this  new 
general  would  not  have  been  more  fuccefsful  than  his  prede- 
ceflbrs  had  been,  co^xX^  Guinigi* %  treafures  have  held  out.'  But, 
grej^t  as  they  were,  they  were  now  exhaufted,  and  he  was 
obliged  td  ufc  fome  unfeafonable  fcverities  upon  the  citizens 
to  raife  more;  upon  which  a  confpiracy  was  formed  againft 
him  within  the  walls.  Guinigi  was  not  infcnfible  of  his  own 
danger ;  and,  by  the  advice  of  Antonio  of  Sienna^  who  had 
been  incredibly  aftive  for  the  Lvcquefe^  be  fent  SilvcftroTrenta 
2nd  Luigi  Bonviji  (B)  to  Adilan^  to  implore  that  (Hike's  affif- 
tance.  Thofe  ambaffadors  were  of  the  number  of  the  con- 
fpirators  againft  him  ;  and  indeed  the  noble  defence  the  Z»r* 
quefe  made,  was  not  owing  to  any  a(Fe3ion  they  had  for  Gut" 
nigi,  bvit  to  the  averfion  they  had  to  the  Florentines. 

The  latter  had  all  along  been  diftruftful  of  Philip's  con-  ^^'5^«c- 
duft  ;  and  they  had  at  this  very  time  deputies  at  his  court  ts  ^"5^  f^ 
watch  it,  and  to  keep  him  at  leaft  firm  in  his  neutrality.  '^'"  ^-^ 
Pi///^  anfwcred  both  them  and  the  Lucquefe  only  in  general 'f^^^-C*^ 
terms,  arid  feemed  unwilling  to  take  any  concern  in  the  fate  i^\\^ 
of  Lucca.     Upon  this  ;he  Lmquefe  deputies  applied  privately 
to  him ;    and  laying  before  him  thq  ftate  of  the  ficge  and 
their  city,  they  told  him«  that  rather  than  it  ihould  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  Florentines^  if  he  would  fupport  them  vifith 
a  proper  force,  the  citizens  would  depofe  Luinigiy  and  put 
themfelves  under  his  {Philip's)  proteSion.     Even  this  cn- 
cdbragement  did  not  drive  Philip  from  his  ufual  caution.    He 
refufed  to  declare  himfelf  on  either  fide ;    but  he  managed 
matters  fo,'  that  Sforza^  whp  then  commanded  his  troops,  and 
had  in  his  own  pay  a  confiderable  body,  (hould  publicly  de- 
mand his  leave  to  march  upon  an  expedition  to  NapUs,  This 
was  obtained,  and  Sfor%a^  having  fettled  every  thing  relating 
to  his  pay,  and  the  number  of  his  troops,  both  with  Philip 
and  the  Lucquefe^  pointed '  his  march  diredly  towards  Tuf^ 
cany. 

(B)  We  have  followed  Ma-    been  before  concerted  with  Jm^ 
ehiofvePs  account  here ;  bat,  ac-    tonio^  who  was  in  difgoife  at  the 
cording  to  Billiusy   the  pljpi  of    coutt  of  Milan. 
S/orza^B  march  into  lujcanj  had 
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This  managcqierit  was  not  fo  fecret  as  to  be  concealed 
from  Boccacino  Alamanni^  the  'Florentine  refident  at,  Milariy 
who  put  his  piincipal^  upon  their  guard.  AN  they  could  do 
was  10  raife  rfew  troops,  and  to  foriify  the  paffcs  into  jheir 
country,  which  proved  no  obllaclc  ro  Sforza,  His  march, 
however,  was  retarded  when  he  came  to  the  foot  of  the  Ap- 
pennines^  by  Philip's  u[\x2t\  caujion,  who  wanted  to  fee  in 
what  light  the  Venetians  would  confider  his  conduit  *^.  Per- 
ceiving they  did  not  move,  he  ordered  Sforza  to  proceed. 

The  Florentines  were  in  hopes  of  carrying  Lucca  before  his 
arrival,  and  prefled  the  fiege  wjth  more  vigour  than  ever; 
but  were  as  vigoroufly  rcpuUed.  At  I  aft  Sforza^  at  the  head 
of  thiee  thouiand  veteran  troops,  forced  his  way  over  the  yfp- 
penninesy  and,  carrying  all  before  him,  appeared  in  fight  of 
the  Florentine  army,  which  immediately  raifed  the  fiege,  and 
retired  to  an  advantageous  camp  at  Librafratta,  lying  at  an 
equal  diftance  between  Fifa  and  Lucca,  Sforza  upon  this  de- 
mohflied  all  the  works  that  had  been  raifed  by  the  befiegers, 
and  entered  Lucca  in  triumph,  where  he  was  received  as  their 
deliverer  and  guardian,  by  Guinigi  and  the  inhab  tanls  ;  and, 
a't  Antonio's  requeft,  the  ai rears  due  to  Sforza  were  paid,  tho' 
it  drained  Guinigi  of  the  fmall  remainder  of  his  money.  A 
council  of  war  being  held,  it  was  refolved  to  aft  upon  the 
defenfive,  and  Sfotzi  marched  with  his  army  towards  Pif 
toia^  where  he  tooic  and  c^emoliflied  Bugiano^  a  fortified  town, 
and  then  laid  fiege  to  Pefcia^  a  town  of  the  ^reateft  impor- 
tance to  the  iafcty  o{  Florence  iifelF.  Pagoio  Diacetto^  gover- 
nor of  the  place,  abandoned  it  and  fled  to  Pijiola. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Florentines  wore   at 


fiate  of  the  ^^^  ^*"^^  ^  melancholy  afped.  Their  ill  fucccfs  in  the  field 
Floren-  ^^^  encre^fed  the  people's  animolicies  againft  their  magi- 
tines,  ftrates.  Their  generals  were  without'  military  talents,  and 
divided  amongft  ihemfelves.  They  werp' hated  by  many,  not 
only  of  the  nei8;hbouring  ftates,  but  of  their  own  dependen- 
cies ;  and  they  had  not  an  ally  whom  they  could  truft^.  Their 
public  money  was  exhaulled  ;  and  nothing  but  the  feeble  in- 
terpofition  of  Pefcia  could  keep  Sfoi  za  from  marching  to  the 
gates  of  Florence,  Their  dangers,  however,  exifted  rather  in 
appearance  than  in  reality.  Sforza*s  fecret  inftruftions  did 
not  authorize  him  to  a£t  offenfively  againft  the  Florentirus^ 
after  the  fiege  of  Lucca  was  raifed  ;  and  he  had  undertaken 
the  expedition  againft  Pefcia  only  for  the  fake  of  plunder, 
and  becaufe  he  knew  he  could  raife  no  more  money  at  Lucca, 
The  Florentines  knew  all  this ;  and  while  Makvolto^  who  was 
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next  In  command  to  the  goverhof,  held  out  Pefiia^  the  ficge 
all  of  a  fudden  was  relaxed,  and  then  finally  raifed.  A^achia* 
vel  himfdf  docs  not  deny  that  this  happened  through  the  pre- 
valence of  money  proffered  by  the  Florentines  to  ^orza ;  for 
though  the  republic  of  Flannce  was  then  poor,  many  of  its 
private  citizens  were  immenfely  rich.  The >  Florentines ^  who 
were  in  the  fecret  ncgociatibn,  were  fo  confident  of  the  * 
power  of  money  uj^  a  mercenary  general,  that  they  were  in 
hopes  to  prevail  upon  Sforxa^  not  only  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Pifcta^  but  to  deliver  into  their  hzndsLuaa  itfelf.  iforzatMhohtyoJf 
being  a  man  of  honour  in  his  profeffion,  excufed  himfelf  Sforza,  . 
from  the  latter  part  of  the  bargain,  but  accepted  of  fifty  thou- 
fiind  crowns  for  raifmg  the  fiegc  of  Pefcia^  promifing  to  with- 
draw his  protedion  from  Lucca  while  it  was  governed  by  Gui^ 
ftigt^  and  to  join  in  any  meafures  that  might  be  taken  for  de- 
pofmg  him.  The  bargain  was  aftually  flruclc,  and^  Sf:,rxa 
evacuated  the  Florentine  territories  \  and  returning  to  the  Luc- 
i^^U%  he  encamped  without  that  city  (A). 

The  Florentines^  by  their  agreement  with  Sforzay  were  at 
liberty  to  praftife  every  art  againfl  the  Lucquefe ;    and  they 
made  ufe  of  fome  that,  perhaps,  were  unwarrantable.    Anto-  ^^pro* 
nio  of  Sienna  was  then  in  the  city  ;   and  the  Florentines  em-  curt  the  di^ 
ployed  crafty  agents  to  carry  letters  in  their  names,  fome  of/^'** 
them  direded  to  Guinigiy  and  others  to  the  chief  citizens  .  / 

who  were  diflatisfied  with  his  government.  The  agents  car- 
rying letters  to  the  citizens  fufered  themfelves  to  be  inter- 
cepted by  Guinigiy  and  'the  letters  direftcd  to  Guinigi  were 
fuffered  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  citizens.  By  the  con« 
tents  of  the  former,  the  citizens  were  rendered  fufpeScd  to 
him ;  and  in  the  letters  directed  to  him,  the  Florentines  wrote 
in  a  ftrain  which  implied  that  a  treaty  was  far  advanced  be- 
tween him  and  them  ;  and  that  he  was  to  put  the  city  into 
their  hands,  upon  their  paying  him  two  hundred  thou  (and 
crowns  :  mention  was  like  wife  made,  in  feveral  of  the  letters 
intercepted  by  the  citizens,  as  if  Guinigi  had  aereed  to  put 
Antonio  to  death ;  and  thofe  being  fhewn  to  Antonio^  made 
him  refolve  upon  the  deftrudion  of  Guinigi, 

So  complicated  a  fcene  of  deceit  muft  have  been  inefiec- 
tual^  could  Guinigi  and  the  citizens  have  come  to  an  expla- 

(A)  The  account  given  by  motives  and  {pAn^  of  the  re- 

ttacbiavel    of    the    important  volatioc  which  took  place.  We 

tranfadion  that  followed  $fir*  ar^,  therefore,  obliged  to  fup-^ 

nd%  ittam  to  the  Lucquefi  is  ply  H  firom  BiUiui^   and  other 

very  miatisfaAory,  tod  leaves  rqotgmponuy  attthoti^ 
ot  entirely  in  the  diark  as  to  tk« 
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nation)   bu^  they  were  too  diftnuftful  of  one  another  for  that 
to  take  place  j  and  thus  each  fecretly  meditated  the  ruin  of 
andin^'iht  other.     The  event  was,  that  Anionic  and   about  forty 
finmt^^  Other  citizens  furprized  Guimzi  in  the  night-time  in  the  ciu- 
Goinigi.   del^  where  he  thought  himfelf  fecure;  and,  after  upbraiding 
him  with  his  government,  deprived  him  of  the  keys  of  the 
caftle,  and  put  him  under  arreft,  as  Sforza  did  his  (on  Pan* 
dolfoy  who  was  in  his  camp.    Both  of  them  were  fent  priib^ 
ners  to  MHan,  where  they  died  under  their  cohfiAement. 
r  v'       '^  ^"^  ^^  acknowledged,  that  notwithftandine  all  the  va« 
imefe  ^   ^j^^^  ^^^  ^1^^  Florentines  had  employed  againft  me  Lucquofe^ 
^     .       ,^^  failed  in  their  defign,  which  was  that  of  reducing  them 
•^atnji  the  ^^  fubjeflion.    It  is  plain,  that  they  bad  been  outwitted  by 
uviic^^'     5/^ri8j;  and  yet  they  could  not  complain  of  his  having  de- 
'*        ceived  them.    According  to  fome  authors,  he  received  thirty- 
five  thoufand  crowns  more  from  the  Florentines^  with  a  pro- 
mife  of  fifteen  thoufand  befides,  at  the  expiration  of  three 
months,  if  he  and  his  troops  remained  inadive  during  that 
'   time.    He  accordingly  drew  oflF  hb  army  to  MirandoJa^  and 
left  the  defence  of  the  Lucquefi  to  themfelves ;   to  which,  in 
their  reduced  condition,  they  were  very  imequat.  Tbev  were 
fo  fenfible  of  their  weaknefi,   that  they  fent  public  letters 
to  the  Florentinesy  that  they  were  now  free  from  their  tynnt 
whom  the  Florentines  bad  made  their  pretext  for  the  war; 
that  they  were  willing  to  yield  to  the  Florentines  Ibme  marks 
of  fuperiority,  provided  they  were  left  to  the  full  enjoyment 
of  their  own  laws  and  liberties.    The  Florentines f  being  now 
delivered  from  the  fear  of  Sforzdj  rde&ed  this  equiuble  offer, 
on  pretence  that  the  complexion  of  the  war  was  altered  from 
what  it  was  originally ;  and  that  it  had  coft  them  fo  much 
blood  and  treafure,  that  they  would  be  contented  with  no- 
thing lefs  than  the  entire  fubje^on  of  the  Lucouefe.    This 
infamous  condition  was  rejefled,  and  the  Lucqueje  prepared  to 
defend  themfelves  to  the  laft  extremity,  as  the  Florentines  did 
to  renew  the  fiege.     Antonio  of  Sienna^  knowing  that  his 
country  would  fall  the  next  (acrifice  to  the  FlorentineSy  (hould 
they  become  mailers  of  Lucca^  went  on  board  a  veiTel  to  Ge^^ 
noaf  which  wj3iS  then  governed  by  the  archbifhop  of  Milan 
for  Philip ;  tho*,  in  other  refpe£ls,  the  Genoife  flill  were  in 
full  pofliefSon  of  their  laws  and  properties ;  and  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  t|)em  were  immenfely  rich.    Thefe  he  addrefled  for 
affiftance  againft  the  Florentines^  againft  whofe  ambition  and 
injuftice  he  bitterly  inveighed ;  but  without  pretending  to  en- 
gage the  duke  of  A£lan  in  the  quarrel.    The  prefervation  of 
Lucca  from  falling  into  the,  hands  of  the  Florentines^  was  of 
the  utmoft  confequencc  to  the  Genoefe^  wbopromifed  Antomo^ 
3  that 
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'  Ait  tf  the  duke  of  Mian  would  give  them  leave  th^  imild     ^ 
adift  the  Lucqiufi  with  their  good  offices ;  and  if  tbole  (hould 
fail,  with  their  arms.    This  favourable  anfwer  was  owing  to  ' 

their  hopes  of  recovering  Leghorn  from  the  FhreniiHis^  who 
bad  boi^ht  it  from  FulgJfo.  They  fent  a  deputation  to  i%-> 
rencif  in  terms  which  omnded  the  Fkntitims ;  for  they  not 
only  required  them  to  defift  from  their  war  with  Lucca^  but 
infilled  upon  the  reftitution  of  Leghorn.  Their  anfwer  was 
equally  di&greeable  to  the  Genoefe^  whom  they  faid  they  could 
not  cohfider  as  a  free  people,  but  as  fubjeds  to  the  duke  of 
Mikn'f  and  that  therefore  they  could  not  treat  with  them  at 
an  in<kpendent  ftate.  Upon  which  the  Genoefi  deputies,  in 
great  rage,  mounted  their  horfes  and  left  f arena.  Upon 
their  return  to  Gema^  and  reporting  the  fqccefs  of  their  com-* 
miffion,  the  Gtnoeje  came  immediatelv  to  a  refolution  of  de-*- 
daring  war  againft  the  Fkrentims^  and  of  employing  Nicole  Pi^  «. 
dnino  for  their  ^neral ;  all  which  they  did  with  the  appro- 
bation and  connivance  of  the  duke  of  Milan. 

Thb  Florentines  had  intelligettce  of  this  new  ftorm  that  Dl^lmufd* 
threatened  them,  and  took  into  their  pay  a  body  of  fourteen  ffon  rf 
hundred  horfe  belonging  to  Guido  of  Feenza^  appointing,  at  Plulip*  ^ 
the  fiune  time,  the  count  of  UrUno  to  be  general  of  this  ar* 
mv,  though  he  was  very  unequal  to  that  command.  The 
/Iwr^n/mr  deputies  at^wV^did  not  fail  to  reprefent  to  that 
fenate,  that  the  duke  of  Aftlan  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  that 
management,  and  bow  dangerous  it  would  be  to  their  ftate 
if  he  Should  obtain  the  fovereignty  of  Tufcany^  which  he 
aimed  at.  The  F^netians  upon  this  complained  to  Philips 
who,  with  his  ufual  diffimulation,  told  them  that  he  had 
lent  the  Genoefe  a  body  of  troops;  that  it  was  the  fame  thbg 
to  him  whether  they  afQfted  the  Lvcquefe  or  the  Fhrentinet^ 
for  he  was  fenfible  they  aimed  at  nothing  but  to  defend  them* 
felves»  •  To  confirm  what  be  faid,  he  fent  the  Venetians  a 
copy  of  his  convention  with  the  Genoefe^  by  which  he  left 
them  at  entire  liberty  to  join  with  whom  they  pleafed.  The 
Venetians  appeared,  or  feemed  to  appear,  fatisfied  with  this 
anfwer,  notwithftanding  all  the  remonftrances  of  the  Flo* 
rentines. 

By  this  time  ^idnino^  who  had  taken  the  command  of  ^tprtgttfs  of 
Genoefe  army,  marched  to  relieve  Lucca^  again  befieged  by  the  < 
the  PlorentineSy  who,  upon  his  approach,  abandoned  the 
fiege,  and  entrenched  chemfelves  on  the  banks  of  the  Serchio. 
Their  army  was  computed  to  be  £ve  thoufand  horfe  and 
three  thouiand  foot,  all  hited  troops,  and  ten  thoufand  Flo-^ 
rentines  ',  a  proof  of  the  iouinfic  riches.of  the  fubjeds  of  that 
ftate»  notwithftanding  the  vaft  expenccs  and  kilcs  they  had 
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fiiftMiied^  and  the  l<m  oondidon  of  their  finanocs.    But  tbd* 
theor  numbers  were  (uperior  to  thofe  of  Picinino^t  army,  bit 
reputation  was  fo  high  that  the  Florentines  durft  not  face  hhn. 
His  firft  care  was  to  retake  (bme  of  the  Lucquefe  forts  and 
caftles  that  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Florentines^  and 
then  he  faced  his  enemy  for  one  day,  which  he  en^ployed  in 
iearching  for  a  ford  acrds  the  river^  and  in  cutting  on  their 
provifions  by  water,  of  which  he  had  plenty,  by  means  of 
barks  atteiuling  his  army.     A  ford  was  at  laft  difcovered^ 
and,  though  dangerous,  attempted  by  Picimne.    Had  the  Fic^  , 
rtnthus  b^n  but  tolerably  well  commanded,  their  enemies 
si^ft  have  faOed  in  their  attempt,  and  the  beft  part  of  theif 
array  been  deftroyed.    But  the  Gindrfe  and  Lucqusfe  met  no 
oppoTitton  in  paffing  the  river,  but  from  a  few  troops  com* 
manded  by  the  young  lords  of  Faenxa  and  Perugia ;   for  l/r- 
Unoj  the  Flsrentine  general,  upon  the  iirft  appearance  of  dan<* 
ger,  fled  to  Pi/a  i  and  the  Fbresiiims^  being  now  without  a 
bead,  to  Floreme* 
TheVU^      Though  the  kaUan  biftorians  have  moft  pompoofly  de- 
rentiaes     fcribed  this  poflage,  and  the  battle  ^^at  enfued,  jfet  it  does 
^^fi^*    not  appear  that  a  doecn  of  men  were  killed  on  either  fide  i 
but  about    two  hundred  new -railed  men,    in  the  preci-^ 
fMtancy  of  tbeir  flight,  were  drowned  in  the  river.    A  great 
many  men^and  horfes,  however,  were  taken,  but  moft  of  the 
former  were  difintfled  by  Picimm. 
p.  .  .    ,       WHtN  the  news  of  this  defeat  was  carried  to  Fkrenee^  the 
Pianino  /  inhsibitams  imagined  Picinino  to  be  already  at  their  gates* 
J^^v'*       3u(  ihey  were  mtftaken  as  to  his  inftrndions,  which  were 
limited  to  the  relief  and  defence  q(  Lucca j  and  regaining  its 
dependencies  from  the  Florentines ;   all  which  he  effeded, 
beitdes  furntibing  the  inhabitants  with  large  magazines  of 
provifions  from  his  ihips.    On  his  return  to  Genoa,  however, 
be  received  orders  to  take  feveral  places  upon  which  the. 
Genoefe  had  pretenfions,   particularly  Pomremoli,  a  place  fo 
important,  that  it  is  accounted  the  barrier  of  the  Jpfenninet 
towards  Genoa:    in  all  wfakh  he  fucceeded.     By  the  taking 
of  Pontremoli,  all  communication  was  cut  oflF  between  the 
Genoefe  exiles  and  the  FlorentineSf  and  the  Genoefe  obuined  a 
ieady  entrance  into  TTufcany. 
D'/f^Huld'      NoT^^iTHSTANDiNG  the  departure  of  Picimnoy  the /7»* 
i'eftke  ^^*^^^  ^'^^  '^  ^^  ^^^^  renewing  boftilittes  againft  Lueea^ 
Plorcn-      **'  ^*y  became  apprehenfive  that  the  ftatts  of  Tufcany 
^^^  '     would  form  a  league  againft  themfelves.     They  knew  that 
'        they  were  hated  by  the  Sienneft,  who  had  lately  made  a 
league  with  the  pope,  and  hjUi  raifed  troops ;    and  that  feve- 
ral itates,  bciides  Ukofe  within  Tufcany^  woidd  readily  entet 
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fnto  fiich  a  coofederacjr.  The  Fknntines  diSembl^d  ^all^ 
and,  as  if  they  bad  been  upon  tbe  beft  terms  with  Sunna^ 
they  not  only  lent  thither  a  deputatibn,  but  prevailed  witb 
tbe  yiHttians  to  fend  another  to  negotiate  tbe  renewal  of  the 
a^tieot  leagues  between  the  Fhrentines  and  the  Siennefe.  Th« 
latter,  who  were  already  in  treaty  with  the  Lucqiu/ft  were 
iurprifed  ar  this  proportion ;  and,  in  a  feparate  conference 
their  magiftrates  had  with  the  Venetian  deputies,  they  inn 
veighed  7o  bitterly  and  fo  fpecioufly  againft  the  FUrerUines^ 
that  the  Vemiians  returned  home  without  farther  interpofi- 
tion.  During  this  negotiatioi;i  the  SiemUfe  unanioKHifly  cbofii 
Jntonio^  who  had  been  (b  adive  againft  the  FUnntims^  for 
their  chief  magiftrate ;  upon  which  the  Floreniim  deputies 
haftily  left  Sierma ;  and)  to  impofe  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  through  which  they  were  to  pa&,  they  adorned  tbem-* 
felves  with  olive  branches,  by  which  they  got  fafe  to  Florence^ 
They  were  fcarcely  arrived  there,  when  a  triple  leagi^e  was 
Dropofed  between  the  duke  of  Milany  the  Genoefe  (wIm>  .af<* 
tested  a  (b^w  of  independency)  and  the  Siennefe. 

Th£  Fhrtntittis  fought  to  counterbalance  this  league  bf^wh$mai0 
a  new  one  with  th(s  Venetians ;   but  tbe  latter   had    rea- « lutgug 
Cons  for  not  provoking  Philip^   and  th^efore  declined  the  *^J*^  ^^ 
propoial.     The  FUrentines  tben  applied  to  Sforzaj  as  the  ^Qice# 
net  ions  did,  at  the  fame  time,  to  take  the  command  of  their 
armies ;   but  he  refufed  to  leave  the  fervice  of  the  duke  of 
Milan^  to  whofe  natural  daughter  be  was  already  contraded^ 
and  whom  he  afterwards  fucceeded  in  his  dominions.    Pope 
Martin  V.  the  great  reftorer  of  the  papal  dignity  in  Itahf^ 
being, now  dead,  was  fucceeded  by  Eugene  IV.  a  Venetian^ 
who  joined  bimfelf  to  the  Vrfini  againft  the  friends  of  th^ 
bte  pope,  and  thereby  a  kind  of  civil  war  enfued  in  the  ftate 
of  the  church.     He  was  generally  thought  to  be  the  (on  of 
the  antipope  Gregory  XII.  and,  at  his  acceffion  to  the  pope* 
dom,  he  formed  the  defign  of  renewing  the  league  betweeg 
the  Florentines  and  the  Venetians^  to  counterbalance  the  dukf 
of  Milan's  power /}   and  the  confederacy  accordingly  todi;    ^ 
place.     Philip  coming  to  know  qf  this  freOl  conjundion,  or-* 
dered  fome  troops  which  by  at  Pontremoli  to  fall  into  7^ 
cany^  which  they  did  undeir  Pictninoy  and  penetrated  ib  vu 
into  the  Florentine  dominions  as  to  cut  off  all  commuo|ce^ 
tion  between  Florence  and  Pifa^ 

The  Florentines^  well  knowing  how  ripe  tbe  Pifa^s  were  Cmelfj  f§* 
for  a  revolt,  had  recourfe  On  this  occadon  to  an  inhuman,,  ii/^ir  tb$ 
but  perhaps  j»eceflary,  meafure.     The  archbifliop  of  P//2r»  a  Pliani. 
,  Florentine  J  had  then  the  chief  command  io'thgl  city,  sod  by 
jbrder,  no  doubt^  of  the  Florentine  governi|^nt»  be  made  pron 
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clamation  that  all  Pifansj  between  fifteen  and  fixty,  (hould 
immediately  leave  the  city.  Being  of  a  brutal  nature,  be 
himfelf  was  the  executioner  of  this  order ;  but  reuined  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  unhappy  Pifans  as  pledges  for  their 
condud.  Notwithftanding  this  precaution,  a  plpt  was  formed 
within  the  city  for  delWering  the  fame  up  to  Pianino^  who 
daily  prefented  himfelf  before  its  gates ;  and  the  defign  was 
difcovered,  but  by  great  accident  *,  Picinino^  however,  con* 
quered  all  the  VoUerran  territory }  and  Volterra  itfelf  would 
have  fubmitted  to  him,  had  he  not  been  attended  by  a  great 
number  of  the  Voberran  exiles,  who  were  irreconcileably  ob- 
noxious to  the  govemine  party  in  the  city. 
^%  ^  While  the  triple  league  between  Philips  the  Genoifi^ 
J*f,j  *  V  and  the  Sirniifii  was  depending,  fomc  of  the  young  Simufe^ 
Milan.  without  dther  authority  or  leader,  made  an  irruption  into 
the  FUrtntini  territory,  where  they  burned  down  a  caftle. 
The  news  of  this  ram  action  arrived  at  Milan^  while  PhiUp 
was  in  conference  with  the  deputies  of  the  two  republics, 
and  in  great  perplexity,  whether  he  (hould  conclude  the 
league  or  not.  The  adventure  was  no  fooner  related  to  him, 
than  with  Joy  in  his  countenance  he  ordered  all  that  the  Sim^ 
nefe  deputies  had  requefted  to  be  granted  them  ^ ;  a  circum- 
ftance  that  well  expreiles  his  cautious  charader.  Accord- 
ingly count  Albirigo  was  ordered  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  two  thoufand  horfe  to  join  Picinino^  that  the  Tujcan  war 
might  be  carried  on  with  aecifive  vigour.  It  foon  appeared 
that  the  Plorentifu  fubjeds  had  no  averfion  to  put  themfelvea 
under  the  prote£lion  of  Philips  thou^  they  refiifed  to  fub- 
fnit  to  the  Siitmefe  \  for'  the  war  bemg  now  carried  on  in 
Philip's  name,  many  forts  and  caftles  readily  fubmitted  to  hi$ 
general.  Picinin$  then  marched  to  the  valley  oi  Aifa^  the 
moft  beautiful  and  populous  of  any  in  Italy ;  and  he  was  pre- 
^  paring  to  reduce  Staggioj  and  the  neighbouring  forts,  moft  of 
which  belonged  to  private  fubje£b  of  Plortncty  when  he  was 
encouraged  to  hope  that  he  might  eafily  make  himfelf  mafter 
of  Aritxoy  by  means  of  a  confpiracy  within  that  city.  It  ia 
faid,  not  without  great  colour  of  truth,  that  the  Phrtntinet 
themfelves  were  at  the  bottom  of  this  fuggeftion,  that  they 
mt|ht  dr^  him  out  of  that  country.  It  b  certain,  that  Pi^ 
fimna  wad  fo  intent  on  the  conqueftof  y^/z«9,  that  he  burned 
all  the  preparations  he  had  made  for  his  other  expedition, 
and  marched  im£t\y  to  that  city,  the  people,  wherever  ho 
yafled,  prefentipg  him  with  the  keys  of  their  towns  and  caf- 

•  Machiavbl,   book  iv.    Bittius,  pag.  i^8.  *  Bil- 
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do  (B).  When  he  came  before  Anzzc^  he  founa  he  had 
been  impofed  on,  and  that  no  difpofitions  were  made  for  gir* 
ing  up  the  city.  Having  waited  for  fomc  days  without  any 
eSeSt^  the  Sitmefi^  and  the  other  troops,  pric&d  him  to  bc- 

fin  the  fiege,  protefting  that  he  would  not  return  alive  if  they 
id  not  take  it  in  four  days.  While  PUhiino  was  deliberating 
on  this  propofal,  matters  took  an  unexpe£led  turn  in  Lom^ 
hari^y  and  Philip  fent  an  order  for  Picinino  to  return  to  Mi- 
lan. So  dreadful  ^2APicininas  name  in  Tufcany^  that  the 
Fbnntines  confidered  his  departure,  though  he  was  attended 
by  no  troops,  and  though  Alberigo  fucceeded  to  his  command, 
as  a  deliverance.  They  chofe  for  their  general  ATtchaUtto^ 
who  had  been  bred  up  under  Sforza  j  and  fo  greatly  were 
they  encouraged  by  Picinino^  departure,  that  he  foon  had 
the  face  of  an  army.  The  firil  gleam  of  good  fortune  they 
obtained  i;t[as  an  advantage  they  gained  over  Alberiga  at  Collet 
where,  againft  his  own  inclination,  he  was  obliged  to  fight  ' 

the  Florentines^  and  was  worfted.  This  advantage,  though^ 
but  trifling,  ytzs  celebrated  at  Florence  with  an  extravagance 
of  joy. 

We  are  to  reflfecSJ,  that  all  the  Florentine  dominions  were  ^^'  ^ 
at  this  time  reduced   to  Florence^  their  great  walled  towns       ?^®' 
and  cities,   and  a  few  inconfiderable  places  that  had   beea '^°^'*^** 
fpared  in  the  vale  of  Alfa.     Almoft  all  their  open  country 
had  been  reduced  by  Picinino  and  the  Siennefe ;   but  the  late 
defeat  of  Alberigo  g2ivc  ^  turn  to  their  fortune.  -Philips  fuf- 
pe3ing  him  to  have  an  underflanding  with  the  Florentines^ 
fent  for  him  in  ctiains  to  Milan^  his  command  devolving  oa 
the  joung^Antonio  of  Pergola,  who  neither  had  any  authority 
in  the  army,  nor  any  opportunities  of  giving  a  proof  of  his 
military  capacity,  as  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  for  ac- 
tion.   After  this,  during  the  winter,  not  a  day  pafled  with- 
out fome  notable  defeSion  from  the  Milanefe  army,  and 
many  of  their  beft  troops  and  officersi  went  into  the  Florentine 
fervice. 

By  this'  time  the  Venetians,  alarmed  at  Philip^s  vaft  pro-* 
grefs  is  Tufcany,  had  concluded  a  new  league  with  the  Flo^ 
reniines,  and  had  fitted  out  a  greater  naval  armament  than 

(B)  The  reader  is  not  to  ima-  them  to  ftcurc  them  from  being 

tiar  that  the  caftles,  forts,  and  furprifed  by  the  banditti,  and 

>rtified  towns  he  meets  with  fo  dilbandcd  foJdiery,    which,    at 

often  in  this  hiflory,  were,  for  this  time,  and  long  before,  hnd; 

the  moft  part,  any  other  than  infei!ed  liafy,  and  which  alwaya 

the  houfes  of  private  gentlemen,  followed   the    fortune  of    the 

or  open  villages,   with  a  few  field, 

worlpi  of  defence,  call  up  about  . 
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had  for  manjr  ages  been  known  in  Italy.    It  wm  to  eppofe 
them  that  he  had  recalled  Pianino  out  oiTtufcany^  and  giveft- 
him  the  command  of  both  hU  fea  and  land  forces.     The  Vi^ 
naian  fleet  having  failed  up  the  Po^  being  mod  or  all  of  tlfcm 

i ^allies,  and  drawing  very  little  water,  lay  oppofite  to  their 
gnd  army,  which  was  commanded  by  tarmignolay  againft 
.  whom  Picinino  alone  could  make  bead,  as  their  ^eet  was  by 
Sufano  of  Trtuifo^    This  encampment  was  near  Cremona  i 
while  the  Milanefe  fleet,  which  was  equal  jn  number,  but  far, 
inferior  in  ftrength  and  appointments  to  that  of  Venice^  lay 
above  that  city.     Picinino  teemed  intent  only  upon  the  land 
operations ;  but  all  of  a  fudden,  without  communicating  his 
defi^n  to  any  one  But  S/hrza,   perceiving  Carmigmlat  at- 
7S» Vene- tention  fixed  upon  the  army,^he  threw  htmfelf  on  board  a 
dans  dt-    Milanefe  galley,  and,  though  unufed  to  that  fervice,  by  his 
feated  hy    own  perfonal  valour   and  Intrepidity,  he  gave  the  f^enefians 
njMer.      one  of  the  greateft  defeats  they  had  ever  received  on  the  wai- 
ter, while  Carmip^ola  could  do  nothing  but  deplore  it  from 
the  (bore.    The  prticulars  of  this  defeat,  and  of  the  vafl 
booty  made  by  the  Milanefe  and  Genoefe^  are  foreign  to  this 
part  of  our  biftory;  but  it  is  faid,  that  the  equipment  of  the 
whole  coft  the  Venetians  fix  hundred  thoufand  ducats. 

To  compenfate  this  lofs  the  Fenetiansy  having  fent  round 
fome  gallies  towards  the  gulph  of  Genoa^  defeated  the  Genoefi 
gallies  in  the  Tufcan  fea  j  and  the  Florentines^  under  Micba* 
JettOy  furprifed  Trebioy  and  reduced  moft  of  the  places  that, 
had  been  taken  during  the  fummer  by  Picinino  and  the  Sien* 
nefe^  who  were  now  thrown  into  the  utmoft  defpondency  : 
but  a  pefiilential  diftemper  breaking  out  amongft  their  horfes 
in  the  field,  both  parties  were  obliged  to  go  into  quarters* 
We  are  to  take  this  interval  to  refume  the  domeftic  affairs 
Qi  Florence.  '^ 
Dijcontents  'I^H^  ^^^  fuccefs  of  the  war  zgdinttLuccca  rendered  it  from. 
mt  Flo-  being  a  very  p6pufar  a  moft  unpopular  meafure.  They  who 
fence.  had  been  the  mdll  forward  in  carrying  it  on,  now  fhifted  the 
blame  upon  one  another ;  but  the  weight  of  the  public  indig- 
nation feir  upon  the  leaders.  Guicciardini,  who  had  com- 
manded in  chief  after  Sforza's  retreat,  was  accufed  of  having 
received  money  from  the  encmlcsof  Florence  i  and  the  fpiric 
againft  him  ran  fo  high,  that  tlie  gonfalonier  cited  him  to 
take  his  trial ;  but  etcher  Guiccidrdini*%  intereft  in  the  flare, 
or  his  innocence  of  the  charge,  prevented  the  matter  from 
going  farther.  The  charge  againft  Cofmo  de  Medici  had  more 
ferious  confequences. 

"    This  nobleman,  by  his  behaviour  in  the  ftate,  had  fhewti 

ibt Florentines  what  they  could  not  otherwife  have  believed, 
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that  it  was  poffible  his  father  could  be  excelled  in  alt  tbe  duties  jnftgry  ^f 
of  an  able  difintercftcd  citiaLen.  The  firft  maxim  Cofmd  laid  down  tbi  ixiU  of 
in  Hfcwas,  to  fide  with  no  party  in  the  republic  \  but  by  hi  ad-  Cofmo  de 
vice,  his  hofpitality,  munificence,  and  other  virtues,  to  oblige  MedicL 
the  individuals  of  all.     He  carried  this  maxim  fo  far,  that 
when  he  found  public  bufinefs  could  not  eo  on,  without  the 
ianSion  of  his  credit,  he   always  prevailed  with  his  friend 
Puccio  Pucci  to  take  the  lead  in  the  management  of  affairs; 
snd  his  party  went  by  Puccio's  name.    His  other  friend  was 
Averardo  di  medict^  an  excellent  foldier ;  but  fo  cautious  was 
Cofnio  in  party-matters,  that,  though  he  highly  .approved  of 
the  war  with  Lucca^  yet  he  employed  his  intereft  in  giving 
the  command  of '  it  to  thofe  who  were  known  to  be  no  friends 
to  his  family.     We  (hall  not  here  enter  iiito  the  difpute, 
whether  this  was  not  carrying  tbe  principles  of  difinterefted- 
nefs  to  an  impolitic  length.    Cojmo'%  friends,  not  fo  difin-* 
terefted  as  he  was,  laid  hold^of  all  opportunities  to  aggravate 
the  lofies  of  the  ftate,  and  vilify  tbe  condu<3  of  its  generals, 
which  was  of  no  fervice  to  him ;  for,  notwithftanding  all  hia 
modefty  and  felf-denial,  he  was  ftill  looked  upon  as  the  prin* 
cipal  citizen  of  Florence ;  ^nd  the  enemies  of  his  family  con-* 
fidered  every  thing  as  being  done  by  his  fecret  concurrence 
and  approbation.     Nicolo  deUzano  was  flill  refpe<£ted  for  his 
great  integrity,  abilities,  and  experience,   and  was  thought 
the  only  perfon  capable  to  counterpoize  Cofmo^  intereft  in  the 
flate.     Barbadoriy  fo  called  from  the  yellow  beards  of  his  fa- 
mily, was/ent  by  Rinaldo  Albizi^  and  the  other  enemies  of 
the  Media f  to  perfuade  Uzano  to  head  the  party  againft  Cofmg^ 
The  venerable  patriot,  in  his  anfwer,  wifhed  that  his  beard 
had  been  filver  inftead  of  gold^  for  he  then  might  have  re- 
flected on  the  confequences  of  what  he  propofed.    He  thea 
entered  into  a  detail  of  tbe  divifions  and  fadions  that  pre- 
vailed amongft  the  families  who  called  themfelves  noble,  and 
proved  that  Cofmo\  party  had  as  good  a  right  to  that  appella- 
tion as  that  of  his  antagonifts.     He  next  proceeded  to  a  de- 
fence oiCofmo^  and  (hewed  the  injufiice  of  perfecutitig  a  man 
merely  becaufe  he  had  acquired  popularity  by  virtue.    After 
this  he  remonArated  upon  the  folly  of  fuch  an  attempt,  on 
account  of  Ccfmo*s  prodigious  influence  -in  the  ftatc  ;    and  put 
Barbadori  in  mind,  that,  fuppofing  Cofmo  to  be  ruined,  they 
muft  be  governed  by  Rirutldo^  who  was  a  much  wotfe  man. 
Irr  the  conclufion  of  his  difcourfe,  which  is  fully  recited  by 
Macblavel^^  he  advifed  them  to  concord  and  moderation,  as 
being  the  only  terms  on  which  tbe  ftate  could  be  ferved. 

^  Machi AVEL,  book  iv. 
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Jtancour  Those  fcntimcnts,  fo  worthy  of  a  patriot  and  a  wife 
0f  bis  ent'  man,  made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  Cojmo\  enemies,  that 
miu.  cVery  thing  remained  quiet  during  the  war  with  Lucca*  But 
at  the  end  of  that,  Vzano  dying,  Rinaldo  became  the  head  of 
the  party ;  and  being  the  irreconcileable  furious  enemy  of 
Mediciy  he  left  nothing  undone  to  difpofe  his  countrymen  to  ' 
a  civil  war,  rather  than  not  ruin  his  antagonift.  He  perfuaded 
all  his  party  never  to  appear  in  public  but  in  arms,  that  the  peo- 
ple might  be  more  imprefled  with  an  apprehenfion  of  danger  ; 
and  all  their  civil  meetings,  even  for  the  choice  of  magiftrates, 
wore  a  military  afpeA,  and  were  feldom  dofed  without  tu-i 
mults  (C). 

RINJLDO's  fuccefs  in   this  was  fuch  that  he  now 
Ot\\y  wanted  a  gonfalonier  to  his  mind.     The  perfon  moft 
likely  to  anfwer  his  purpofe  was  Btrnardo  Guadagno^  whofe 
debts  he  paid  oiF,  left  the  greatnefs  of  them  might  have 
'  obftruSed  his  ele^ion,  which  went  in  his  favour.     Scarcely 

had  he  entered  his  office,  when  Rinaldo  laid  before  him  the 
danger  ofCoftno^  popularity,  which,  without  charging  him 
with  any  other  crime,  he  (aid  had  deprived  the  republic 
of  her  liberty.  To  encourage  Bernards  to  proceed,  he 
brought  many  inftances  in  which  popularity  had  defertcd  the 
impeached  when  they  came  to  a  trial,  and  that  Cofmo  would 
find  himfelf  in  the  fame  condition,  efpecially  as  he  and  his 
friends  were  refolved  to  fupport  to  the  laft  extremity  the  ad- 
piiniftration  of  juftice. 
fTn  dan-  B  ERNAKDO  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  do  2A  Rinaldo 
defued  him.  After  fome  confultation  with  the  other  magi* 
firates,  Cofmo  was  fummoned  to  the  palace,  where  he  was 
put  under  arreft;  and  the  fenate  ailembling,  the  people  created 
a  Balia  of  two  hundred,  for  the  reformation  of  the  fiate, 
and  the  trial  of  Cofmo ;  while  Rinaldo^  and  his  friends,  ap« 
peared  in  arms  in  the  piazza  where  the  Balia  were  fitting. 
The  debates  concerning  Cofmo  lafted  four  days,  during  which 
time  he  was  confined  to  a  ftrong  room  called  the  JIberghet* 
iinoj  from  whence  be  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  and  fee- 
ing the  buftle  that  was  made  concerning  his  life,  death,  or 
banifhment.  This  filled  him  with  apprchenfions  left  his 
enemies  (hould  take  him  off  by  poifon ;   and  for  four  days 

(C)  Notwithftandlng  all  this,  houfc  of  Medhi  c^tne  to  be  fo- 

Macbiavel  gives  this  Rinaldo  a  vcieigns   of  Florence^  there  are 

great  charaSer,  and  calls  him  a  rcafons  for  believing  that  Ri- 

man  worthy  of  honour  in  all  naldo  had  motives  for  his  con* 

fortunes.     If  we  confider  what  du6l,  which  have  not  been  cx- 

afterwards  happened,  w)icn  the  plained  by  MacbiaveL 

he 
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be  eat  only  a  little  bread.  Hb  keeper's  name  was  Makvoliii 
who,  obferving  Ccfmo^s  diftnift,  confidered  it  as  a  reflexion 
upon  his  own  honour,  and  declared  that  no  foul  dealings 
fhould  be  oiFere/1  to  him  while  in  his  cuftody;  and,  to  prove 
bis  fincerity,  he  ordered  vi£hials  to  be  brought,  of  which  he 
tafted  before  his  face.  This  generous  behaviour  filled  the 
prifoner's  eyes  with  tears  of  gratitude ;  and  he  won  fo  far 
upon  his  keeper,  that,  being  now  redifpofed  to  the  comforts 
of  fociety,  Malavolti  introduced  to  his  company  one  Fargm* 
nacio^  a  man  of  wit  and  humour,  and  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  gonBilonier.  Cofmo  knew  that  money  at  that  time 
went  a  great  way  in  J^r^i/r/ ;  and,  after  fupper,  Malav^hi 
having  prudently  withdrawn,  Cofmo^  after  a  moft  obliging  ad- 
drefs,  gave  Fargannado  a  private  token  to  receive,  on  his 
account,  one  tboufand  one  hundred  ducats  at  the  hofpital 
of  Santa  Maria  Nuova ;  one  hundred  of  which  he  allotted 
to  Fargannado  himfelf,  and  the  btherthouiand  was  to  be  paid 
to  the  gonfalonier.  This  well-timed  bribe,  or  bounty,  by  kH^^^  f"^ 
tening  the  gonfalonier,  mollified  Cofmo*s  fate,  and  his  ien--'^''^* 
fence  was,  that  he  ihould  be  fent  in  exile  to  Padua.  Many 
of  his  rehitions,  together  with  Pucdo  Pucd,  were  banifhed  at 
the  fame  time ;  and  difpofitions  were  made  for  keepbg  in  awe 
thofe  who  were  diflatisfied  ^ith  their  fentences. 

COSMO  received  his  doom,  which  was  pronounced  on  A.  D. 
the  third  of  Oifober^  ^4339  ^^^  ^  chearful  countenance,  and  1433. 
perfed  refignation  to  the  will  of  hb  Judges,  only  befeeching 
them  to  grant  him  proteflion  againft  his  enemies,  who  he 
underftood  waited  in  the  piazza  to  murder  him.  The  gon- 
falonier undertook  that  oflke;  and,  after  attending  him  in 
the  palace  till  fupper  was  over,  he  gave  him  a  fbon^  guard, 
which  accompanied  him  out  to  the  confines  of  the  Plormtim 
territories  to  thofe  of  Viniciy  where  he  was  received  with  the 
bigheft  honours. 

RINALDO9  and  Gp/m/s  other  enemies,  confidered  hb/)^^^ 
4>ani(hment  as  a  triumph  over  themfelves,  and  the  forerunner^/«rffy/j|f 
of  their  deftrudion*     Rhaldoy  in  defpair,  fummoned  together^  Ri- 
his  party,  and,  after  remonflrating  upon  the  folly  and  mad«  ualdo, 
ne(s  of  fuffering  Cofmo  to  efcape  with  life,  he  propofed  that 
the  nobles  ihould  feize  by  force  the   government,   reftore 
the  exiled  nobility  of  their  own  party,  and  deprive  the  ple-^ 
beians  of  all  their  power  in  the  ftate.     He  fupported  hb  opi- 
nion with  many  fpecious  arguments;   but  was  oppofed  by 
Mariotto  Boldavimtth  who  thought  the  tyfanny  of  the  ple- 
beians to  be  more  tolerable  than  that  of  the  nobles,  who 
were  arrived  at  the  highefl  pitch  of  pride  and  infplence. 
Ji/Umtk'^  opinion  {>rev^led  i  and  JUfiakh  attributed  bb  counr 
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6i  being  rqeded  to  a  jtidicUI  ioj^tuttion.    It  being  now  ap^ 

parent  that  RinaW%  party  was  divided,  Cofmo\  friends  began 

to  be(lir  themfelves,  and  a  letter  to  him  from  Agnoio  Accia-- 

t/«/i  was  intercepted.    Its  contents  informed  him  of  the  good 

difpofition  of  the  city  in  bis  favour^  and  advifed  him  by  all 

means  to  make  l^m  dni  his  friend,  and  that  the  ilate  was 

ip  fucb  diflrefs  fpr  nK>ney  as  muft  occafion  his  (udden  recal. 

This  letter  being  laid  bdbre  the  magiAracy,  occafioned  j^^ 

mkt9  to  be  b^(hed  ;    but  his  piiniibment  was  fo  far  fronx 

A.  X).    damping  Cofimf^  friends,  that  they  daily  encreafed  ^  and  when 

^454*     ^^^  magi  Urates  were  chofen  in  1434,  Nicholas  de  Coae  was 

-    made  gonfalonier,  and  eight  fenators  were  elected,  all  of  them 

^devoted  to  Ctffm^^    JUnaidoj  upon  this,  again  fummoned  his 

party,  to  {hew  them  their  impending  danger,  and  propofed 

that  they  fliould  take  arms,  coi^iiuie  Donate  Feluti^  who  was 

then  gonfialonier,  in  his  office,  and  proceed  immediatdy  to  a 

new  ^Sion  of  oiagillrates,  by  burning  the  old  purfes  which 

cootained  the  names  of  the  magiftrates,  and  making  a  new 

imborfation. 

While  m^fiy  of  the  aflembly  were  inclined  to  follow  thi^ 
advice,  it  was  opposed  by  Palla  Strczzij  a  nobleman  of  great 
temper  and  nu>deration,  who  thought  that  they  ought  by  no 
means  to  take  arms,  till  they  ^ercr  obliged  by  the  near 
approach  of  a  foreign  enemy,  when  they  might  do  it  wtth- 
CMit  alarming  the  people,  or  bringing  themfelves  into  dan^ 
ger*  After  farther  deliberation  it  was  screed,  that  the  new 
magiftrates  ibould  enter  upon  the  exercife  of  their  odices  1 
but  that  if  they  ibould  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  m^ilhy^ 
,  the  latter  CboQid  aflfemble  a(  St.  J^uUnari,  and  proceed  as  cir^ 
cumftances  ibould  occur.  The  firft  adi  of  authority  the  nevn 
gonfalonier  performed,  was  the  imprifoning  his  predecefibr 
thnatoViluti  for  embezzling  the  public  money.  He  then 
called  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Medid^  whom  , 
he  found  fo  powerful,  that  he  cittd  Rinaldoy  Ridolfo  Feruzzi^ 
nioh&fmkts  ^^^  Nic^  Barbadori^  to  appear  before  him.  Rinaldoj  indead 
mrm^  tf  fubmitting,  flew  to  arms;  and  the  reft  of  hii^  prty,  ac« 
cording  to  agreement,  alTembled  at  £/.  Pulinare^  and  they  were 
joined  by  a  great  number  of  diftnmded  foldiers,  who  hap- 
pened at  that  time  to  be  in  Floraug-,  fck  tliat  |he  palace  was 
befct. 

RINJLDOj  however,  could  not- fupport  himfelf  and 
bis  party  againft  the  appearance  of  legal  auihority.  Two  of 
the  greateft  men  of  his  party «  Paila  Strozki  and  Giovanni  QufCr 
dardini^  refufedto  join  him  in  arms.  Palla  came  to  Pulinar$ 
tm  horfeback,  attended  by  only  two  footmen^  ai)d  was  there 

received  bjr  lopft  biuer  upb'^V^^^  0<>^  /^V^>  ^^^^  "^^ 
.  ^  '  *      proached 
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proached  him  with  folly,  cowardice,  and  treachery;  firft  m 
iaving  Cofnuf^  life j  fccondly,  in  flighting  his  {Rina/das)  coun-  ' 
feld  ;  and  thirdly,  in  refufing  to  join  him  in  arms.  To  this 
Palk  made  no  reply  but  by  turning  the  head  of  his  horfe> 
tnd  retreating  as  faft  as  he  could.  As  to  Guiccidrdiniy  he  ex- 
Cafcd  his  appearance,  on  pretence  that  his  prefence  was  ne- 
ceflary  at  home,  to.  keep  his  brother  from  joining  the  oppofite 
party*  But  Rinaldo^s  greateft  difappointment  confifted  in  the 
general  backwardnefs  of  his  party  to  join  him ;  and  while  he 
was  watting  for  the  troops  he  expeded,  the  magiftrates  re* 
covered  from  their  confternation,  ihut  the*  palace  gates,  and 
prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence. 

This  was  no  ftx)ner  known  than  ^^  Medici  party  ^p- hut  failt ^ 
peared  in  their  turn,  as  the  champions  of  legal  government. yirer^, 
Rinaldd  however  was  fo  powerful,  and  his  pretexts  (o  fpecious, 
that  the  magiftrates  thought  proper  to  enter  into  treaty  with 
htm.  They  fent  fome  of  their  own  body  to  afllire  him,  that 
they  had  no  thoughts  of  recalling  Cofmo  from  his  baniOiment ; 
and  that  he  was  wdcome  to  enter  the  palace,  and  receive 
fattsfadton  as  to  all  his  juft  complaints.  Rinaldo  refufed  to 
trcrft  bhnfelf  in  their  hands,  and  publicly  declared  his  refb- 
lution  of  reforming  the  ftate,  and  reducing  the  magiftrates 
to  the  rank  of  private  men.  Ridolfo  Pentzzi  was  not  fo 
tradable.  He  thought  that  the  offer  made  by  the  fenate  was 
fair  and  equitable,  and  declared  that  all  he  fought  was  to 
prevent  Cofino's  return,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  obey  the 
magiftrates.  He  accordingly  repaired  to  the  palace,  where 
he  and  all  his  friends  were  cordially  received.  The  defedioci 
of  fo  great  a  man  threw  an  irrecoverable  damp  upon  RimaUi*% 
party. 

Pope  Eugene  IV.  happened  at  this  time  to  be  at  Florence^  jg^  i,  i^ 
where  he  had  taken  refuge  after  he  had  been  expelled  fromj^iSM. 
Rome.  He  offered  himfelf  as  a  mediator  to  reconcile  the  - 
contending  fai^ions ;  and  the  magiftrates  of  Florence^  that 
they  might  come  the  more  eafily  to  their  purpofe,  feemed  to 
accept  his  mediation ;  but  in  terms  fo  vague  and  indeter-^ 
mined,*  that  it  gave  him  no  power  to  conclude  any  thing  ia 
their  name.  Eugene^  however,  fent  the  patriarch  GwtfHui 
Viullefchi^  one  of  Rinaldd\  friends,  to  treat  with  him  ;  and 
Rinaldo^  at  his  perfuafion,  went  to  Santa-  Maria  Ndffeiia^ 
where  the  pope  redded.  After  fome  difcourfe  Rinaldo^  firwl- 
ing  how  little  he  could  depend  upon  his  party,  confented  to 
lay  down  hts  arms ;  and  his  confent  was  intimated  to  Barha" 
dm  J  and  his  other  friends,  who  waited  without,  and  who, 
by  the  pope's  perfuafion,  did  the  fame.  The  faction  being 
thus  diTarmed,  proceeded  in  what  they  had  refohred  upon, 
6  without 
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widiout  the  leaft  regard  to  the  mediation  of  his  hotinelk 
They  privately  fent  to  Pi^oia  for  troopi,  which  were  intro- 
duced, in  the  night*time,  into  the  dcy,  and,  after  fenung  all 
its  pofts  and  avenues,  the  people  were  fummoned  to  the  great 
piazza ;  and  a  new  Balia  was  appointed,  which  repealed 
Cofnuf%  fentence  of  baniihment,  and  exiled  Rinald^  de  AlUzi^ 
R$(Ufr  Peruxzi^  Nicolo  Barbadori^  and  Palla  Str§zzi^  with 
all  their  friends  and  dependents ;  lb  that  there  was  icarce  a 
,    town  in  Iiafy  that  did  not  contain  Florentine  exiles. 

This  is  a  remarkable  period  in  the  Florentine  hiftoiy ;  aod^ 
however  Uameable  RinaUa  might  have  been  in  his  proceed- 
ings, it  is  certain  that  we  may  from  this  time  date  the  ruin  of 
the  republic  and  conftitutiOn  of  Florence.    Rinaldo  bore  his 
/  fate  like  a  brave  man.     When  the  pope  condoled  with  him, 

and  mentioned  the  treachery,  as  he  called  it,*  of  the  magif- 
trates,  he  reproached  himfelf  with  weaknefs  in  imagining  that 
his  holinefs,  who  had  himfelf  been  driven  from  iumr,  could 
protefi  him  in  Florence :   in  all  other  refpe^,  his  behaviour 
was  manly  and  philolbphical.    While  he  accufed  the  C(^ 
neis  of  his  friends,  he  Uamed  his  own  miiguided  coodud,  and 
Cofmo  re-  fubmttted  to  his  fentence.    CefmOf  in  the  mean  while,  waa 
rj^yrMvupon  hii  return  to  Florence^  where  he  was  recehred  with  more 
oxfle.        joy  than  Cicero^  under  the  like  circumftances,  was  received  at 
RmOf  and  was  diftinguiihed  by  the  glorious  titles  of  ^^  the 
Friend  of  the  People,  and  the  Father  of  his  Country.'* 
Tbe  emfe-     The  papal  power  at  this  time  was  formidable  everr  where 
tor  arrives  but  in  Itafy ;  for  there  it  was  not  only  depreft,  but-delpifibd. 
in  luly :   The  Florentines^  notwithftanding  the  diftnu3ions  of  thdrgo- 
vernment,  dill  bore  a  great  fway  in  the  affairs  ofltafy.    Toe 
emperor  Sigifmund^  who  delighted  in  the  parade  of  medim-^ 
tions,  negociations,  and  public  exhibitions  of  every  kind^ 
had  failed  in  his  attempt  to  reduce  the  Bohemians^  whom  the 
infamous  murder  of  Jobn  Hi(fsf  and  Jerome  of  Prapa^  at  the 
council  of  Conflaf^i^  had  driven  into  arms*    Thofe  two  are 
generally  reckoned  the  firft  martyrs  for  the  pcoteftant  rdi- 
gion ;  and  they  imbibed  their  principles  from  John  WukBff^ 
an  Englijhmany  parfon  of  Lutterworth^  who,  though  he  openl  v 
avpw^  the  do^ine  of  reformation,  died  quietlv  in  his  bed. 
After  the  defeat  of  the  imperial  army  by  the  BooemUms^  Sigif- 
mund  undertook  a  journey  into  Italy^  though  he  was  fo  poor, 
that  he  fcarcely  could  defrav  the  expences  of  it.    The  name 
of  emperor,  however,  was  itill  refpe^ble,  if  not  formidable. 
While  a  general  council  waa  holding  at  Bajilj  he  was  crowned 
with  what  is  falfly  called  the  iron  crown  at  Milan ;  and,  in- 
deedt  his  great  dependence,  even  for  the  charges  of  his  le* 
tinue^  was  npon  that  duke.    The  council  at  iafd^  in  imita- 
tion 
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tion  of  thztcfCm/hncfy  declared  itfelf  fuperior  to  the  pope, 
and  cenfured  him.  Thie  Florentines  were  neutral ;  but  gave 
the  emperor  no  encouragement  to  hope  for  their  friendfhipin 
Italy. 

From  Mtlan  he  journeyed  to  Romeihui  the  Florentines  a fiwtted 

Eaid  fo  little,  regard  to  his  authority,  that  they  attacked  and  fy  tbt  Flo* 
eat  ztTopori  the  efcort  that  had  been  lent  him  by  the  dukerentines. 
of  A£lan ;  and  when  he  came  to  Lueca,  they  deftroyed  all  the 
country  round,  and  pent  him  up  within  the  city ;  fo  that  be 
became  contemptible  in  the  eyes  even  of  the  Italians.  From 
Liuca  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  removed  to  Sienna^  where 
he  remained  for  ibme  months;  and  he  then  obtained  leave 
from  the  pope  to  repair  to  Romty  where  he  received  the  idle 
honour  of  being  crowned  emperor  of  the  Romans. 

Th£  diftra^ons  of  Italy^  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  emperor, 
concurred  at  this  time  to  advance  the  temporal  power  of  the 
papacy  to  a  pitch  it  never  had  known  before  1  and  even  its  ene« 
mies  contributed  to  its  greatnefs.  According  to  Macbiavel  % 
Italy  then  contained  two  different  armies;  but  both  united  in 
the  fame  view,  which  was  that  of  plunder ;  and  both,  find- 
ing no  othef*  objed,  had  marked  put  the  church's  patrimony  as 
their  prey.  One  of  thofe  armies,  and  the  moft  con(iderable» 
bad  been  bred  up  under  Sforza ;  the  other  under  Bracbio* 
The  former  was  commanded  by  Sforza\  fon,  and  the  latter 
by  Brachio's  difciple  Pidnino^  and  his  nephew  Fortebracbio. 
The  princes  and  ftates  of  Italy  knew  that  murder  and  rapine 
fubfifted  both  armies,  yet  they  durft  difoblige  neither  of  them  i 
but  the  Florentines  and  the  duke  of  Aftlan  had  the  courage  to 
make  f  eace  with  each  other,  by  which  the  Florentines  were 
put  into  pofleffion  of  all  that  their  enemies  had  conquered 
from  them  in  the  Ptfanf  the  Volterrani  and  the  Jrezauan  ter- 
ritories, while  the  Florentines  fiirrehdered  all  the  acquifitbns 
they  bad  made  in  the  Lucquefe.  This  peace  was  of  foiid  ad- 
vantage to  the  Florentines  J  as  it  reftored  them  to  a  date  of  in* 
dependency  both  upon  the  emperor  and  the  pope.  The 
former,  during  his  ftay  in  Italy^  had  altered  his  political 
fyftem.  He  had  broken  with  the  duke  of  Milany  and  he  was 
reconciled  to  the  Venetians ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  contu-  , 

melies  with  which  the  Florentines  had  treated  him,  he  courted 
their  friendfliip.  They  were  fo  far  from  repaying  him  the 
compliment,  that,  when  heearneftly  intreaited  it,  they  refufed 
to  fufier  him  to  enter  Florenay  when  ne  was  upon  his  returir 
to  Germany. 

*  Machiavel,  book  v. 
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Progrefi  of  When  Sigifmuni  left  Italy^  8for%a  and  Fortebrachio  at  once 
ibe.*war  in  fell  upon  the  dominions  of  the  church  ;  and,  both  of  tbem 
Rofflagna*  being  mercenaries,  they  had  different  obje£b  in  their  view. 
Sfirza  fell  upon  the  marquifate  of  Aruona^  while  Pidnin$  at- 
tacked Rome,  The  reader  can  fcarcely  believe  in  what  hor- 
ror the  pontifical  power  was  then  held  in  Italy.  The  Romans 
ho  fooner  perceived  that  they  were  in  danger  of  a  war,  on  the 
pope's  account,  than  they  drove  him  out  of  RonUy  and  he  re. 
tired  to  Florence.  Here  he  entered  into  a  treaty  with  S/orza^ 
to  whom  he  granted  the  marquifate  of  Ancona ;  but  fo  much 
was  his  holinefs  defpifed  by  S/orza^  that  he  dated  all  the  leafei 
and  grants  he  made  in  the  marquifate  from  bbown  treafury, 
in  fpiteaf  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  \  He  th^n  compelled  the 
pope  to  make  him  the  gonfalonier  of  the  church,  by  which 
he  had  all  the  executive  power  of  governnrvent  within  the 
papal  dominions,  Nicholas  wifely  complied,  and  obtained  his 
ends,  by  fetting  Sforza  and  Fortebracmo  at  variance.  T'he 
former  tnlifted  hiinfelf  under  the  pofpe's  banners ;  the  latter 
proceeded  in  making  conquefts  upon  the  church- patrimony ; 
but  all  theii*  operations  in  the  main,  by  a  (Grange  fatality^ 
tended  to  aggrandize  the  papacy.  Sfh-%a  grew  jealous  of 
Fortebrachio ;  and  the  Bohgnefe^  again  throwing  oft  their  de- 
pendence upon  the  pope,  implored  the  protedion  of  the  duke 
of  Milan.  The  duke  chofe  pacific  meafures,  and  prevailed 
with  both  panics  to  come  to  a  truce,  which  was  but  (hort- 
lived  i  for  Battijla  de  CannetOy  making  himfelf  mafter  of  Bth 
logna^  applied  to  the  duke  of  Milan  for  protefHon,  while  the 

Epe  invoked  the  aid  of  the  Florentines  and  the  Venetians* 
>th  parties  furni(hed  the  fuccours  required  of  them.  P/V/- 
lentines  nino  was  the  Milanefe  general ;  and  Guatamelata  commanded 
defeated,  the  armies  of  Florence  and  Venice^  having  under  him  Nicolo 
*  Tolentino  as  bis  lieutenant-^general.  A  battle  was  fought  near 
Imoloy  in  which  the  Venetians  and  Florentines  were  defeated  ; 
and  Tolentinoy  being  taken,  was  fent  prifoner  to  Milan^  where 
foon  after  he  died.  The  duke  o^  Milan ^  after  obtaining  this 
viSory,  feemed  to  give  over  all  thoughts  of  war ;  and  the 
pope,  with  his  allies,  found  means  to  bring  Sforza  into  their 
interefl,  and  prevailed  with  him  to  accept  the  command  of 
their  armies.  He  quickly  changed  the  fcale  of  war  in  favouf 
of  his  holinefs,  who  now  prevailed  over  the  ftubborn  Ramans^ 
and  they  fubmitted  to  a  governor  appointed  by  bim.  Forte* 
h-achioy  however,  remained  the  irreconcileable  enemy  of  the 
Roman  fee.  He  was  in  pofleffion  of  Tnw/f,  Montefiafconi^ 
Cq/iello,  and  AJpjS-,  but,  beingdefeated  by  Sforza^  he  fhui  bifii« 
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iclf  up  in  ihe  latter  place,  where  his  enemy  befieged  hirii* 
The  duke  of  Milan  s  view  was  to  pre&rve  Fortehrachioj  as  a 
ufeful  check  upon  the  pope  and  bis  allies :  lie  therefore  or- 
dered PicininQ  to.  march  through  the  Romagna  into  Tufcany^ 
which  oUigci  Sforza  to  raifc  the  fiege  of  Jjjift^  and  to  ad-  :  * 
vance  towards  Forli^  vfhere  Picinirio.hy,  leaving  the  care  6f 
the  war  in  Jn£ona  to  hi^  brgther  Lion^^  who  was  intirely  de* 
feated  by  F^rUbrathh.  Sfor±a^  afraid  of  being  ftript  of  all 
his  poffelGons,  returned  io  Jnc(fnffy  i^nd^  in  his  turn,  defeated 
and  took  prifoner  FcrUimckhi  Vi^ho  foon  after  died  of  his 
woqnds.  • 

.This  viflory,  obtained  by  Sforza^  ihtirely  altered  the  face  frogre/s  of 
-of  affairs  in  Jtafy.'   All  the  towrt^  that  had .  been  taken  from  Sforza. 
the  potpe  by  Fortibracbioy  reverted  t6  the  Holy  Sec ;    and  even 
the  duke  of  Milan  was  obliged  to  have  recburfe  td  Nicolo 
dtEftt  marquis  of.  F^trrardz  mcdiaJCion,  to  obtain  a. peace  from 
his  holinefs,  wbi<ch  waft  granted  him^  upon,  cdnditioa  of  re- 
calling bjs  tro<>ps  out  01  VCufcahf  txi^  the  Romagna^  znd  re- 
floring  all  he  had  t^ken  froiii' the  church.     B^di/ii^Caonito^ 
no  longer  able  to  fupport  hiinfelf  in  BaUgna^  ivasznow.  dciven 
o^it.of  that  city  .by  Bentivoglio^  %nii  the  pope  recovered  full . 
poiT^ffion  of  it. 

Though  the  FUnntims  and  their  allies  wcrfc  thus  fuccefe-  Jl/era- 
ful,  yet  it  is  certain  that  the  higb/pirit  of  Jiberty,  which  had  ^iofj  in 
diilioguifhed  the  commonweajtb  61  Florenuj  bad  now  fub-  Florence. 
lided  in  that  dale  ahdctty.    TireA  witW perpetual  firit^lcs  of 
adverfe  (adlibns  for  power,  the.ci£i3xns  no  longer  ftuck  to 
their  confiitutioiv   ;and  this,  thtew  into^  Cofmo  de  MrdicVt 
hands  more  power  than  was  confident  for  the  fubjefl  of  a  re* 
public -to  pofl^fif.    SeveHty  became  neceflary  to. his  party;  for 
they  had  no  other  means  of  fafety.    Ncw,c<wififcatidnsyrbn- 
finement5,  and,'.hani£bments,  evfery<laytook  place;  ^an'd«ven 
fanguinary  meafurea,  unufual' ahiohgn  the  FUrintines^  wexe. 
purfued.    i?/ni<ar^  G«iwfo^;T/Vthe  gDn/^nicr,.who.bad  ba- 
nifhed  Co/moy  and  four  citizens  of  5s  party,  wprb  boheaded. 
Zanobi  BelfratM%  and  Cifmo  Barbadori^  took  refuge  in  the  Fe* 
neiian  ftate ;  but  fo  great  was  the  reljpe(3:  paid  tp  Cofmo'^di  ^ 
Mtdici  by  all  the  powers  of  //j// lit. ibis. time^  th^^t  ^^Vem* 
tiqm  fent  them  home  prifoners,  and  they  were  put' €o  death. 
Machiavel^  Is  inclined  to  think,  that  the  Yemiiam  were  guilty 
of  this  breach  of  honour  and  hofpttality,   that  the^  might 
inflame  and  perpetuate  the  Florenfinf  factions,  a^  being  moli  . 
conducive  to  their  own  fecurity.  .  . 
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TaiJoerdf      FLORENCE^  By  thofc  examples  of  l*cverity,  fccmerf 
the  Me-     to  be  united ;  but  it  wsls^  an  union  not  founds  on  (he  princi^ 
did.  ,       pies  of  her  conftitutron.      Cofm&j  however,  endeavoured  all 
be  (iouid  to  heal  the  wounds  bf  his  country,  by  recalling  alt 
exiles  who  were  willing  to  be  reconciled  to  the-ftate,  and  who 
had  not  Avorn  to  his  and  bis  party's  deftrudion.    The  power-  - 
fulfamUy  of  tbeif/6rr/f,  in  particular,  wasreflored.    Almoft 
all  the  nobility  fubmitted  to  he  ranked  with  the  other  citizens  ;^ 
and  the  eftates  of  the  exiles,  who  had  lately  been  baniftedy 
were  fold  at  public  auidion.     In  the  choice  of  magiftraces^ 
none  were  admitted  but  thofe  who  were  devoted  to  the  Medi^ 
nan  intereft ;  and  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  make  the  alte-^ 
rations,  together  with  the  old  fenate  or  magiftrates,  were  im- 
powered  to  create  the  new.     A  new  criminal  court  wa»  infli-'  * 
tuted  of  eight  perfons,  and  invefted  with  the  power  of  life 
and  deaitb :  and  fo  jealous  was  the  government  of  the  Albixl 
fadion,  chat  a  pubHc  a£t  pafled,  decreeing,  that  no  repeal  of 
confifcation  orbanifliment  ihould  take  place,  unleis  thirty-four 
out  of  the  thirty  feven  members,  of  whfcfa  the  fenate  was  ' 
compofed,   (bould  confent.      All  covrdpDndence  with  the 
exiles  wa9  at  the  fiime  time  rendered  penal  i  and  the  ruling 
partyy  according  to  Machiavily  went  fo  far  as  to  pmftr  not 
only  words  and  anions,  but  intimations  by  ilgns,  if  they  hna*  . 
gined  they  tended  to  fevour  any  of  the  profcribed.    In  fliort^ 
no  meafure  of  feverity  or.  cruehy  was  wanting  to  fecure  the 
government  in  power.    To  make  this  fyftem  the  more  per- 
manent) new  alliances  were  made  between  the  Plorfntitus^  the 
pope,  the  yifUtJanSy  and  the  duke  of  Milan ;  and  no  device  - 
that  the  wit  of  man  couU  invent  was  omiiced,  to  ^e  fiability 
to  their  fyftcm.  ^^/ 
Re^lw         Jn  ^  mean' while^  Jo0n  queen  of  Napla  died.    She  fead 
tioHs  in      noBuaate*  for  bor  fucccffor  JE/jfmVr  of  Anjou ;  but  AlphonToy  • 
Naples      king  of  Jrri^n^  difputed  the  fucceffion  with   him.    The 
pope,  pretencUng  that  Naples  belonged  to  the  Holy  See,  dif* 
claimed  both  fovereigns,  and  fought  to  govern  that  kingdomr 
by  his  own  deputy^    The  Neopa^Mfotts  were  divided  amongft  • 
themfelves;-  and  tire  party  that  oppofed  AIp/Mmfr  applied  for  ' 
protedlion  tp  tbe  duke  oiJldilan^  who  was  ftiil  mafter  of  (Se^ 
noa.    ThtGi^efe,  from  the  hatred  they  had  towzrds  Atph$nji^ 
and  to  fcawe  to  themfelvts' the  gainful  commerce  of  Napier^ 
fitted  out  a  powerful   fleet,  whiclv  Jlphonjfi    engaged  near 
Gaetta^  but  was  totally  defeated,  and  he  himfiiSf,  his  two 
brothers,  with  the  chief  ofiiceis  of  his  court  and  army,  were 
taken  prifoners,  and  fent  to  Milan, 

It  was  now  thought  thzt  Philip  duke  of  Milan  would  make 

himfcif  mafter  of  Italj-,  and  perhaps  the  Flor^km  alone  prc- 
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vMitcd  him,  by  privately  fuggcfting  to  the  Ginoefe  hW  fcari*/ 
dalous  it  was  for  a  ftatc  fo  powerful  as  they  were,  by/ca  cfpe* 
cially,  to  live  under  a  foreign  yoke ;  and  at  the  fame  time  pro- 
mifingto  fupport  them  to  the  utmoft,  (hould  they  attempt  to 
ihake  it  ofi\    It  was  not  long  before  thpfe  arguments  had  the 
defircd  effeflt      When  Afphonfo  arrived  at  mtlan^  he  found 
means  to  infmuate  himfelf  into  Philip's  good  graces,  and  gave 
him  fuch  ideas  of  the  cha^after  and  ambition  of  the  French^ 
as  rendered  him  the  irrecpncileablc  enemy  of  Reghier,     To 
the  amazement  of  all  Europty  he  gcneroufly  reftorcd  Aiphonfo^  ' 
his  brothers,  and  frfends  to  their  liberty,  and  fent  them  with 
grfeat  magnificence  to  Kjenoa ;  from  whence  'AljAonfo  tranf* 
p6rted  himfelf  to  GdettOy  which  fome  of  his  party  had  Of- 
prifed.     The.  Genoefe  confidered  the  deliverance  of  Alphonfn  ad 
art  infult  upon  thcmfclves.     Though   Phflip*s  vlfiory  was 
owing  to  them,  he  had  not  deigned  to  confult  them  about  the 
difpofkl  of  his  royal  prifoncr.     Fronctfco  Spinola^  i,  noble  G^.  ondGn^ 
ndefty  who  had  been  the  chief  inftrument  of  fubjefting  his"^** 
country  to  Phltrpy  finding  matters  quite   ripe  for  a  revolt, 
fought  to  repair  his  fault  by  rcftoring  the  independency,  of 
Omoa,     On  the  feaft  of  5f.  ^ohn  the  Bapttft^  wh^n  ArlfminOy 
the  Milanefe  governor,  was  about  to  enter  upon  his  poft,  S'pi- 
notoy  and  a  few  friends,  who  were  in  his  fecret,  iflued  from  his 
palace;  and  ptocldimcd  liberty  in  the  market-place.      The  * 
Gmo'efe  vttfc  {6  unanimous  in  joining  them,  that  Arijmind    . 
took  refiigc  in  the  caftlie ;  and  hts  predeceflbr  Opictncy  In  en  - 
deavouring  to  reach  the  palace,  where  he  had  tvi^o  thOufand 
foldiers,  was  intercepted  by  th«  mob,  and  torrt  in  pieces. 
After  this  the  Genorfe  took  the  caftlc,  and  driving  all  the  Mi* 
ianefe  out  o^  Genoa ^  regafntd  their  independency. 

RINALDO  DE  ALBJZl  was  flill   \n  cx1l^  and-T^A*/ 
refidcd  at  Milan^  where  he  pra£Hfed  uport  that  dbke  to  dc-^  Milan 
clare  war  a:»ainft  the  Florentinn.     Hi;  was  not  wiihout  mztxy  deciares 
fpfecious  arguments  to  fupport   his  folicitatlort.     The  inter- ^^'V^' 
courfc  between  the  Florentines  and  the  Genoefe  was  fo  far  from  Plor^d* 
being  a  fecret^  that,  after  the  latter  recovered  their  liberty,  the  ^^^^ 
FiToreniines  not  only  entered  into  a  new  league  with  them,  but 
fent  a  body  of  troops  to  their  aiHftance,  and  even  perfuaded 
the  Femiians  to  do  the  fame.    Notwithftanding  all  tholfc  pro- 
vocations, Philip  was  very  backward  hi  entering-"  into  a  fnefli 
war,  which  he  faw  muft  be  attended  mtk  expence  and  diffi- 
culty.     Before  he  broke  with  the  Florentines^  he  fent  PUinind 
with  an  army  to  endeavour  to  retake  Geiwa ;  but  though  he 
obtained  fome  advantages  over  the  Genoefe^  he  returned  u^fuc- 
cefsful.     Upon  this  the  duke  oi  Milan  declared  war  againft 
the  Florentines,  whom  he  blamed' for  the  defeftton  of  Genoa^ 
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and  Picinlna  bcfieged  and  toot  S^razana^    Pope  Eugene  >Mras 
at  this  time  at  Florence.'^  but,  upon  this  new  war  breaking  out^ 
he  we|it  to  Bolognay  where  he  endeavoured  to  mediate  a  peace 
between  Philip  and  the  Florentinei^  in  which  the  Vemtians 
were  to  be  comprehended.     Philip  would  hear  of  no  terms, 
unlefs  the  fiorentines  would  renounce  their  alliance  with  the 
Genoefey  which  they  peremptorily  refufed  to  do.     Upo^  this 
the  pope  ordered  his  general  Sforxa  to  join  the  Florentim  ge- 
neral Nerl  de  Ginoy  and  to  make  head  againft  Pidniwy  who 
was  then  at  Lucca  with  a  defign  to  reduce  Pifaj  though  he 
gave  out  that  be  was  about  to* march  to  Napus^  to  affiil  the 
king  of  Arragon.     The  two  armies,  that  unier  ^farza  and 
Neri  de  Gim^  and  that  under  Picinino^  were  pretty  equal  as 
to  numbers,  and  in  all  other  refpedb;  but  it  yr^s  December 
before*  they  took  the  field,  andea^h  knew  the  .other's  ftrengtb 
io  well,  that  both  of  them  lay  for  fome  time  upon  tbedefenfure. 
At  laft,  Picittino  made  a  movement ;  but  failed  in  his  attempt 
upon  yico PifanOy  though  he  took  S.Maria  mCaJiello^  and 
Fillemy  and  burned  S.  Giovanni-uUa-Vena^  dcfiroying  at  the 
fame  time  the  neighbouring  country, 
ciy^  r/-         The  Florentines  under  Sforza  and  Gino  remained  all  this 
maiH  inaC'  while  inadlive  out  of  complaif^nce  to  the  pope,  who  mediated 
five,         -a  peace.  Picinim  attributed  their  inaftivity  to  their  cowardice, 
and  laid  fiege  to  Borgo^  which  lay  in  the  Arezzian  territory. 
,  This  attempt  drove  the  Florentines  from  their  neutrality ;  and 
Sfortui  not  only  raifcd  the  fiege  of  BorgOy  but  totally  defeated  ; 
Picinim^  and  fell  into  tht' Lucquefe  territories,  with  an  intent 
to  befiegc^  ittaa.     In  the  mean  while,  the  Venetians  being 
called  upon  by  the  Fkreniines,  in  confequence  of  the  treaty  . 
fubfifting  between  them,  fent'an  army  under  Giovanni  Fran- 
cifco  deGmzaga  to  invade  the  Milanefe^  which  obliged  Philip 
to  recal  Picinino  from  Tufcany»    Tht' Florentines  made  ufe  of 
that  opportunity  to  recover  S.  Maria  in  Cti/hlloy  and  all  thp 
other  places  that  had  been  taken  by  Picinino^     They  likcwife 
A.  D>    befieged  Camajore^  which  they  took,  together  with  Maffazui 
M37*    ^^i"o^^^%  and  ^bout  the  beginning  of  Mayy  1437,  Sforxa 
laid  fieec  to  Lucca  itfelf.    The  Lucquefe  in  vain  applied  to  the 
duke  fjl Milan  for  afiiibncer^  and  obtaining  none,  they  aban-  ^ 
floped  all  the  open  country,  yt^hich  was  waf^pd  by  the  Floren^ 
tines  J  and  pi;epared  to  make  avigorpus  defence  of  their  capi-  . 
'  tal,  which  they  fortified  with  .new  works^.    The  Florentine 
army,  on  the  other  hand,  obliged  Monte-Carlo  to  furrcnder, 
and  befieged  Uzzano;  fo  thtit Dicca  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
diftrefs.    The  Lucquefe^  in  this  extremity,  again  applied  to 
the  duke  of  Milan  (o  movingly,  and  fo  efFedually,  that  he 
determined  to  fend  a  great  body  of  troops  to  tjicir  relieft  The 
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FUretttims^  to  divert  this  ftofm,  applied  to  the  Venetians ;  but  Their  Hf^ 
the  marquis  of  Mantua^  who  was  in  their  pay,  went  over  toficulths. 
the  fervice  of  the  duke  of  Milan :  upon  which  the  Venetians 
threatened  to  disband  their  artnf)  if  Sfor%a  was  not  fent  to 
command  it.  This  requeft  put  the  Flor^ntimr  to  great  incon- 
veniences. On  one  hand,  they  faw  the  necefBty  of  profc* . 
cutlng,  byway  of  diverfion,  the  war  in  Lombartfy;  on  the 
other,  thev  were  bent  on  the  conqueft  ofv  Lucca^  in  which 
they  defpairtd  of  fticceeding  without  Sforza.  The  latter  had 
made  it  one  of  the  conditions  of  his  fefvice,  that  he  ibould 
not  be  obliged  to  pais  the  Po ;'  and  he  kept  fteady  to  that  re* 
folution,  for  fear  of  too  imich  exafperating  his  future  father* 
in-law  the  duke  of -^Ai».  The  Venetians  pretended,  that 
without  him  they  muft  be  oWi^ed  to  evacuafe  Lombard ;  and 
the  FloriHtines^  to.  keep  them  m  temper,  prevailed  on  Sforza 
to  write  them  a  letter,  promifing  that  he  would  pafs  the  Po. 
He  accordingly,  after  making  dlfpofitionjj  for  continuing  the  • 
fiege  of  Lucca^  went  to  Lomhardy ;'  and  lAen  he  catne  to. 
Reggioy  the  Venetians  forinally  requcfted  him  to  pafs  the  Po^ 
and  head  their  forces,  which  he  obftinatdy  declined  to  do. 
Upon  this,  fome  reproachful  language  pjifled  between  him  and 
Andrea  Morofmi^  who  had  been  fent  front  Venice  to  treat 
with  hkn;  but  nothing' <ouM  prevail  with  Sforza  to  bfeak 
with  Pi?iUp^  in  whofe  intereft  he  all  along  was ;  and  he  re- 
turned to  Tufcany^  as  Morefini  did  to  Venice^  after  making  a 
formal  prbteft,  that  the  Venetians  &ould  i)e  no  longer  obliged 
to  give  Sforza  pay. 

The  FUrentirtes  had  fdrefcen  this,  ^ and  requh-ed  him  to^be'/egi 
continue  thefiege  oi  Lucca ^  which  he  abfolutely  refufcd  to  do  e/^  Lucca 
till  the  Venetians  flioiild  pay  him  his  arrears ;  and  the  duke  of  raifid. 
AdilafTwzs  not  wanting  to  improve  the  quarrel  to  his  own 
intereft.    He  promifed  Sforza^  that  he  (hould  confummace 
the  marriage  with  his  daughter,  if  he  could  bring  about  a 
peace  between  the  Florentines  and  the  Lucquefe\  and  Sforza^  ' 
dazzled  with  fo  illuftrious  an  alliance,  and  in  hopes  of  be- 
coming duke  of  ATtlan  {Philip  having  no  male  iflue)  inii-' 
mated  that  he  was  rcfolved  to  break  on  all  conne£tions  with' 
the  FlorentineSy  who,  \\e  pretended,   were  unable  to  fopporr' 
him,  now  that  they  were  abandoned  by  the  Venetians.   In  this' 
doubtful  ftate  of  affairs,  Co/mo  de  Medici^  who  was  now  at 
the  head  of  the  Florentine  republic,  and  in  high  reputation  all" 
over  Italy^  went  in  perfon  to  Venice^  where  he  laid  before  the 
fenate  the  dreadful  confequences  >^that  moft  enibe  to  them,  as 
well  as  the  Florentines^  \f  Philip  and  Sforza  (hould  jcrin  their' 
forces.    The  matter  was  fully  debated  ;buf  the  Venetians^  ht 
frorp  complying  v/ith  Cofmo^  inveighed  bitterly  againft  5/i?/-2^'a 
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ambition  an^  iniblence^     They  pretended^  that  he  Wis  in  t^ 

Florentine  feivicc,  and  that  they  ought  to  pay  him;  that  th^ 

were  refolved  to  a6t  upon  the  defenfive^  and  to  fuflfcr  S/crza 

to  take  his  courCe  :  fo  that  C^a  was  obliged  to  returo  with^ 

7heymakt  ^^^  fuccecding  io  his  commiffion.     Bj^  this  time  the  duke  of 

feace.'        Milan  had  brought  over  to  his  fervice  furiaH^^  a  gen<*ral-r 

officer,  on  v/hwrSforza  had  great  dependence ;  and  this  de« 

fsflion  ferved  him  with  a  pretext  to  finifti   his  treaty  with 

'Philip  I  one  of  the  articles  of  which  was,  that  he  jQiould  takd 

no  farther  concern  in  the  affairs  either  of  Tufcawf  or  the  ^^'- 

magna.    This  reconciliation^  in  fad,  obliged  the  Florentinei 

to  relinquifh  aU  their  deiigns  againft  l^uaa ;   and  in  Jpril*^ 

^4389  a  peace  was  concluded  between!  them  aod  the  Lucquefi^ 

wiio  were  declared  to  be  a  free  people ;  but  the FUrentine^  re* 

mained  in  poiTeifion  o(  Afonte-C^rhf  ^nd  the  other  acquifitioos 

they  had  made  from  the  Lucquefe^ 

Affairs  of       UPQN  tlie  death  of  Fortehracbio^  which  has  been  already 

Italy.        mentioned,  Pfifth  whofe  daughter  Fprtebracbio  had  married, 

f     .  held  S.  SepoUbr^  as  part  of  his  daughter's  dower«  though  de-^ 

manded  by  the  pope  as  belonging  to  him ;  and  Pappi^  hnding 

himfelf  unable  to.conteft  with  bis  holinefs,  offered  to  depofil 

the  place  into  the  hands  of  ihtFhrentineit  ^t  they  refufed 

it,  for  fear  of  giving  umbrage  to  the  pope,  whom,  at  laft, 

they  prevailed  upon  to  compromife  the  difference,  by  putting 

bim  in  poiTeffion  of  £.  Sipplchro^  while  he  relinquifhed  all  his 

^onquefts  in  the  Cajjfntiny  zn^  returned  them  P/ato^  Fecchio^ 

and  Romena.  ... 

J>i4itati99  '*1t  hat  been  noted  in  hiltory,  that  though  the  Florentines 

pjl  the  ea-^  were  thus  involved  on  every  fide  with  difficulties  and  dangcr.s 

tbedrolof  the  magnificence  and  fplendor  of  the  city  was  as  great  as 

Florence,  ^v^.     Tha  affairs  of  the  pope  having  obliged  him  to  return 

ta  Florence^  and  their  cathedral  of  &,  Reparatahcmg  finifhedi 

it  was  now  confecrated  by  his  holmefs.     The  pomp  of  thisi 

confecration  is  celebrated  both  by  Aretin  ^ni  Machiavel -,  and 

fibe  concourfe  of  people  was  fo  greats  that  the  luagift rates  werd 

obliged  t6  cieSt  a  mod  magnificent  platform  for  the  pro** 

ceiBon,  between  the  place  of  tt^ipope*s  refidene<e  and  the 

church  that  was  to  be  confeccaied.     TKe  pope  encouraged 

this  and  all  other  extravagancies  of  that  kind^  that  he  might 

unpreis  the  tcopcrot  of  Con/iantlnople  and  his  prelates,  who 

were  then  at  Florence^  and.treatin^  of  an  accommodation  with 

the  Latin  church,  widi  high  ideas  of  bis  grandeur  •*»     A  coun* 

dl  was  accordingly  indi<3ed  at  F4rjcara%'  to  perfed  the  recoa-* 

ciliation,    -..,..-      ^         \  , 

u  ;  I  *•  Are  TIN,  pag.  265. 
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T^E  duke  of  MiiaH  at  this  time  was  intent  upon  a  tjzt  Craft  of  . 
Hyich  the  Finihansj  whom  he  dreaded  more  than  he  did  tht  thi  iiuke  of 
JFkrn^bm.  His  fcoret  aim  wai  t6  retake  Brefcia  and  Ber-  Milan  and 
^^^tfio  \  but  perodvtng  that  he  would  be  oppofed  by  the  pope,  ficinino.  • 
iit  fecretly  treated  with  Picinino  to  invade  the  Rqmagna ;  but 
JWK  as  .his  general,  being  bound  up  by  his  late  treaty  with 
SfyrzA  from  attacking  any  part  of  the  papal  dominions.  The 
iitceit  was  carrieid  oti  fo  well,  that  Picinino  over-reached  his 
:t^olinels,  (\xx^nM  Ra^aenna^  Fsriiy  Imola^  and  Bologna;  fvAy- 
dtted  all  the  pope's  poiTefliofis  in'  the  Romagnoy  and  carried  the 
war  into  LombarA^^  where  he  befi^ed  Brefcia.  Though  aH 
Italy  was  fenfible  of  the  coliufton  between  the  pope  and  Pici^ 
ninoy  yet  they  contiooed  to  diilemble  their  engagements,  and 
Philip  openly  difavowed  all  that  Piciaim^hzd  done.  The  Flo'- 
rentims  applied  for  affiftance  to  Sforza^  who  durft  not  venture 
to  difoblige  Philips  and  therefore  remained  neutral,  fieing 
^ifappointed  in  that  quarter,  they  dropt  aU  their  fdentmenta 
againft  the  Venetians^  and  reiblved  to  join  them.  In  the  mean 
svhile,  they  were  greatly  favoured  by  Pbilif^s  diffimulation» 
who  found  daily  pretexts  for  putting  ofF  Sforza^s  marriage 
with  his  daughter,  though  he  had  fent  him  thirty  thoufand 
florins  as  part  of  her  fortune.  This  did  not  fatisfy  Sforza^ 
who  iaw  iato  Philifl's  defign,  which  was  to  -keep  him  in  a 
ftate  of  dependence  tiU  he  was  enabled,  by  his  great  fuccefs 
againft  ihe  Vemiians^  to  cruih  him.  The  Floreniiniu  again 
attempted  to  make  him  fenfible  of  the  duke's  views,  arid  fuc* 
ceeded  fo  far,  at  laft,  as  to  bring  him  into  a  confederacy  with 
them  and  the  Femtians.  The  conditions  were,  that  the  Ve» 
rutians  (hould  pay  two  thirds  of  the  expence  of  the  war.  The 
renuining^rd  was  to  be  defrayed  by  ibt  Florentines^  and  botl^ 
republics  engaged  to  defend  Sforza^s  eftate  in  Ancona  and  the 
Rom^jgHa.      One  difficulty,  however,  dill  remained,  whicli  ^ 

was  ^jrzd's  abfolutely  rerufing  to  pafs  the  Po  with  bis  aimy^ 
and  to  carry  the  war  into  the  Milanefe. 

All  they  could  prevail  upon  him  to  do  was  tofutiiimfclf^*^^;^/;^]^ 
at  the  head  of  the  Fenetian  troops  in  the  Paduan ;  but  great  €iuith  Vc« 
djficuiucs  even  in  that  occurring,  Ni^ri  di  Gifio  Capponi  v/zs  nice* 
fenjt  ^mbaflador  to  VeMice^  to  concert  meafures  for  the  pre* 
ftrvatiofi  of  boik  republics.     Capp<mi  was  received  with  all 
the  rcfpeiSbduc  to  a  fovereign  prince;  and. having  previoufly 
had  a  confere«3ce  with  Sforz/i^  be  brought  him  to  confent  to 
p^ifs  the  Poy  and  %q  march  to  the.  relief  of  Verona  and  Pifa^ 
which  were  ready  to  fall  under  the  power  of  the  duke  of 
Md(in.     A  pubUc  audience  was  granted  to  Capponi  in  th^ 
V^miian  fehate^  where  he  m^d^a  very'finefpecct),  magnify- 
ii^:}^  ilic  friciiJlhip  QiFkrenu  to  her  filler  republic]  and  offered 
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them,  in  Sforzi/s  name,  bis  own  Tcrvicc,  at  the  head  of  fcvcn 
thoufand  boffe  and  two  iNufand  fopt^  to  t>e  emplc^cd  where 
they  thought  proper.    TW  ienajtof  s  wore  To  much  oveijoyed 
at  this  propofa),  which  w^s  greatly  beyond  their  hopes,  that, 
without  waiting  for  the  dpge's  anfiver,  they  embraced  Cafpcni 
with  tears  in  their  eyes  as  their  coKomon  deliverer ;  and  on  the 
^Oth  of  June^  Sforza  arrived  with  bia  army  in  the  Patbumy 
and  marched  to  the  relief  of /^^r^o^,  which  be  eiFe£ied,  tho* 
oppcfcd  by  all  Pianino's  ppwer.     He  then  proceeded  to  the 
n^  war    r Jief  of  Brefcia  j    bur,  an  epidepiical  diftemper  happening 
r  ^°"*"     amongft  hb  troops^  he  was  obliged  to  give  over  that  enter- 
bardy.       prize,  which  gave  i^/V/w/ntf  great  advantages.    SforzOy  how- 
ever, rcfrefhiug  his  troops,  again  advanced  to  relieve  Brefcia^ 
and  came  to  a  battle  with  PixininOy  wbafe  army  was  rooted 
near  Tenna^^  he  himfelf  ala^Q^  mlracuiouily  cfcaping.     But 
this  viv^ory  was  not  improved  as  it  might  have  been  ^  and  Pi' 
cinino,  having  joined  the  remains  of  his  army,  furprifed  f^er^' 
na^  at  a  time  when  the  VvHtians  thought  him  either  dead,  or 
rqined  beyond  all  poffibility  of  recovery.     8for%a  was  at  TJw- 
na  when  this  unexpected  news  reached  him ;  and,  without 
lofing  a  moment's  tinje,  he  marched  to  retake  Firona^  before 
.Pianino  could  compleie  tb^  new  fortifications  he  had  defi&ned  • 
for  its  defence.     Though  Sforza  undertook  this  expedition 
V  ^alj^n  the  advice  of  all  bis  general  oflkers,  yet  it  fucceeded*; 
for,  making  a  feint  as  if  he  intended  to  march  tpFicenzay  be 
fuddenly  turned  fliort,  and  afiaulting  the  unfiniihed  works  of 
f^cronoy  while  Pianino's  foldicrs  wei*e  bufy  about  the  plunder, 
he  carried  the  caftle  of  5.  F^luey  and  obliged  Picinino  and  the 
n^arquifr  of  Maniua  to  fave  themfelves  by  flight,  and  to  rejoin^ 
their  camp,  which  Aill  remained  before  Br^da, 
Duke  of        The  duke  of  Alilan  attributed  all  his  misfortunes  to  the. 
Milan  en-  Florentines^  an  J  rcfolved  to  be  revenged.      It  was  now  the 
raged  at     dead  ai  winter;  ar.d  Sforza^  having  thrown  fupplfes  of  men 
/AcFlcren- and  prcvifions  ir«o  Brefciay  yscxii  into  quarters  at  Verona^ 
tines.  Many  of  the  exiled  Florentines^  who  formed  an  army  of  them* 

felves,  vwcrc  then  at  the  court  of  Milan.  The  prirKiples  of 
patrioiifm;  weie  not  pcrhap:»  fo  flrong  within  them,  as  were 
ibofe  of  revc^ige  upon  ihcir  enemies.  All  of  them  paifionately 
wifhcd  to  be  refloted  to  their  country,  and  they  were  backed 
JQ  their  folicitations  by  Picinino^  who  pretended  to  be  executor 
to  Bracbio-^  and  foughf  tq  difpoflefs  Sforza  in  his  abfencc.  But 
a^  this  coujd  not  be  ^ft^ed  without  a  war )  and  fo  greiit  was 
ihg  duke's  caution,  that  he  would  not  declare  himfelf  on  thst 
l.eud  till  lic^fnpuld  hear  all  that  could ^^e  urged  for  it.  Pid- 
fiiKQ  aiJured  him,,  that  the  relief  of  JSrr/ini-waiimprjclicable; 
auj  ihiitcth^  iie^e.n-Utihtxontiinte^.  thouah  be  Ihould  be  fcnt 
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with  an  army  mioTufcany  \  that  he  would  no  fooner  enter  ity 
than  the  Ftorenttnes  muft  be  conftrained  cither  to  fubmit  to  hi3 
will,  or  to  tecal  Sfor%a ;  in  either  of  whith  cafes  he  muft  ac- 
quire a  vifiory.  The  exiles  gave  the  duke  the  ftrongeft  af- 
furance^y  that  his  army  would  no  fooner  approach  Florena^ 
than  the  people,  exafperated  by  taxes  and  tyrailts,  would  de- 
clare unanimoufly  for  him ;  and  that  if  he  marched  his  army 
by  the  Cafantine^  it  would  meet  with  no  oppofition.  The 
duke,  at  laft,  feemed  to  be  determined ;  and  the  rather  as  he 
knew  th^x  Giovanni  Veitelefchi  Cornettano^  firft  apoftoiic  notary, 
then  bifliop  of  Recanati^  patriarch  of  ^kxandria^  and  cardinal 
of  Florence^  who  commanded  the  pope's  amiics,  where  he  had 
more  power  than  the  pope  himfelf,  was  their  enemy,  on  ac- 
count of  their  having  formerly  bahilhed  Rinaldoy  while  under 
the  pope's  protedion.  He  was  encouraged  Hkewife  by  a 
coldnefs  that  was  growing  between  the  Venetians  and  Sforza. 
Notwithftanding  the  bitter  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  they  . 
were  perpetually  importuning  him  to  employ  his  whole  force 
in  the  relief  of  Br efcioy  which  he  abfolutely  refbfcd  to  under- 
take till  the  fpring,  when  he  could  be  afBfled  with  a  fleet. 

The  Fhventines  were  no  ftrangers  to  what'  was  in  agita-  ^eir 
tion  againft  them,  and  began  to  refle£i  thai  the  Vemtians  had  ^'"^^ 
reaped  the  benefit  of  all  they  Had  done  in  Lombardy,  They 
imagined  that  Picinino  never  would  have  abandoned  the  (lege 
of  Brefcioy  which  was  upon  the  point  of  furrendering,  to 
march  \ntoTufcanyy  iinlefs  he  had  been  fure  not  only  of  being 
affifted  by  the  army  of  the  church,  but  of  being  joined  by  a* 
party  with  whom  he  had  correfpondence  in  Fkrence.  But  theic 
fears  of  Vettelefchi  were  foon  quieted.  We  have  feveral  times 
taken  notice  of  the  excellent  intelligence  with  which  the  Flo^ 
rentines  always  were  furniflied ;  and*  like  all  other  ftates,  they 
fometimes  employed  means  not  ftridlyjuftifiable,  particularly 
by  fpies  and  agents,^  who  had  the  art  of  intercepting  and  in- 
(pe^iiing  letters.  Some  of  thofe  fpies  intercepted  certain  let- 
ters at  Monte- PttlcianOi  a  town  in  the  Sienncfe^  written  in 
cypher  by  Vettelefchi  to  Picinino^  which  the  Florentines  fent  to 
the  pope.  His  holincfs,"Who  knew  nothing  of  this  correfpon- 
dence <?,  not  able  to  decypheY  the  letters,  ;and  jealous  of  the 
patriarch's  great  power  in  the  army,  refolved  to  deftroy  him* 
To  do  it  the  more  fecurely,  he  communicated  his  intention 
to  Antonio  Rido  of  Padua^  goverppr  of  the  caftle  of  &.  Angelo^ 
ordering  him  to  arreft  the  patriarch  as  foon  as  he  could.  An 
opportunity  foon  prefented.  'The  patriarch  \yas  fecurcd  while, 
he-was  converfmg  with  Antonio  upon  the  draw-bridge  of  th^ 

«  Macuiavil,  book  v.  -      " 
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Death  •/*  5^91^*  I(  ^^s  in  vain  fof  Antanio  to  endeavour  fD  {bortji  big 
Vettelei^  prif^ncr  under  his  jreverfc  of  fortune ;  for  VetU^Jchi^  forefec*- 
du.  ing  l)is  fate»  (fie^  ip'a  (hort  time.     Though  we  ba^^e  gijrea  chip 

imporunt  incrdeht*  as  related  by  Machiavsl^  yet  it  Teems, 
frc^m  the  whole  complexion  of  it,  to  have  been  acontrivaoce 
of  the  FUrentlniS  to  work  upon  the  pope's  fears  \  or,  which  is 
more  probable,  a  cdluflon  betufeen  them  and  his  holinejl^* 
who,  though  bedurft  not  avow  it  in  the  patriarch's  tiipe,  waa 
the  friend  of  Florence, 
dtreaijof     Tj«E  death  oiVetielifchi  did  rftt  quiet  the  apprebenfions  of 
f**»*        the  Florentines  on  account  of  Picinlno^  who  was  then  on  hia 
march.     The  pope,  being  now  freed  from  his  mafter,  could 
not  behold  his  advancing  to  7«/m«y  with  indift^rence;  and  he 
came  into  a  league  with  ihs Florentines  znti  Veaetiofis^  engaging 
to  bold  in  rcadincfs  four  thoufand  horie  and  two  thoutand 
Toot,  for  the  defence  of  the  Florentine  dominions*     Nothing 
iiow  remained  for  the  fafetyof  the' FJorentineSy  bat  to  nrsakc* 
VP  the  breach  between  Sforxa  arjd  the  Fenetiai^s.     for  thi$ 
purpofe  they  deputed  Nert  di  Ginq  Cfpfoni  and  GiuUaQo  ^Jtvan^ 
isati  to  go  to  Venici.    While  xhey  were  on  the  road,  they 
underftood  that  Picinino  had  pafleJ  the  Po  with  fix  thoufand 
horfe ;  and  when  they  caipe  to  Venice^  they  found  that  fenatc 
in  a  ftate  of  defpondency  zi.Br^cia  not  being  relieved  \  and 
Cappm^  as  he  had  been  intlruded,  fet  out  for  Vercna^  to  con- 
ler  with  Sfir%0  on' that  bead,     ^he  latter  gave  bim  majijr 
military  reafons  why  it  was  impracticable  to  reiiev<e  Br^eia  ac 
Aat  feafon ;  but,  after  feveral  conferences,  at  which  th?  f^rne- 
fiart  dcj>uties  likewife  aflifted,  it  was  agreec)^  that  Sf<frz^  (bould 
receive  eighty  (houf^d,  and  each  of  the  foi^iers  forty  ducats, 
if  be  would  immediately  take  the  field,  fo  as  to  oblige  th^ 
duke  of  Milan  to  recal  Picinino.     The  P'putians^  who  botb 
hated  and  feared  Sforvsa^  durft  hot  ^l/fpt^te  thofe  t^rqus  -,  but 
they  trifled  ezregioufly  in  fulfilling  them,  and  4  pe)w  fi^cnf 
'         opened  in  Tujeany.  . 
JTar  IV.        PICININOj  having  pafled  the  Poy  marched  towardi 
9evxd  m  the  Romagna^  where  he  was  joined  by  the  Malatefia  family, 
Tuftany.  ^pon  whole  friend^ip  both  the  Florentines  and  Venetians  had 
great  dependence  ^  aOd  the  latter  were  afraid  that  their  genetal 
Urfi»$t  who  lay  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Romagna  with  an 
anny,  (hould  be  defeated.     This  defertion  of  the  Aiulatejias 
alarmed  Sforza  fo  much  for  his  own  dominions  ip  the  mar- 
quifate  o\  Ancma^  that  he  repaired  10  Fepice^  where  he  toJd 
the  fenate,  in  a  full  aflembly,  that  their  only  courfe  now  wa§ 
t6  transfer  the  feat  of  war  to  Tufcany ;  declaring,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  as  he  came  into  Loml/ardj  a  fovereign  prince,  hti 
was  determined  not  to  leave  it  a  private  fubje<5.    TW?  pr^ 
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jpofal  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the  fenate  ;  and  all  4bat  ekher 
party  could  be  brought  to  content  to,  was'  to  wait  for  a  few 
<daysy  till  it  (bould  be  known  what  turn  afFairs  would  take  m 
^ufcawf  and  the  Romagna^  and  how  the  pope  was  difpofed 
tpWards  bis  new  allies*  Intelligence  foon  canxe>  that  the  pope 
itill  continued  fteady  in  the  league,  that  Orfino  was  retired 
with  his  army  to  Tufcany^  and  that  the  Malatejia  family  had» 
jn  fa£t»  been  forced  into  their  conneftions  with  Pifinin$* 
S/orza^s  apprehenfioni  were  calmed  by  thofe  accounts,  and 
he  confented  that  Capponi  (hould  return  toTufcafty  with  fifteen 
hundred  horfe  of  hi^  army ;  but  engaged  him  at  the  fame 
^me  to  let  him  know  of  Pidnino^s  progrefs,  promifing,  in  cafe 
of  danger,  to  leave  all  other  concerns^  and  march  to  cppofe 
|iim. 

PICINJNO9  having  fettled  his  afFairs  in  the  RcmagnafVlorenct 
intended  to  force  his  way  into  Tufcany  over  the  Apptrmims^  mttacked 
knd  by  the  valley  oi  Montone\  but  he  found  the  panes  there  ^'Piciiii^ 
<b  well  guarded  by  NlcobdePifa^  that  he  failed  in  his  attempt.  >^*' 
Jie'therefore  turned  oflF  towards  MaraM\  another  pafs  of  the 
J^pennineSy  which  was  guarded  by  Orlandiniy  a  Fbrentins 
knight,  whom,  he  )cnew  to  be  a  coward.  The  pafs,  though 
Wot  fortified,  was  defenfible  againft  all  Picinino\  force,  and 
the  inhabitants  were  willing  and  brave ;  but  the  governor  no 
fooner  'heard  q(  Pianino's  approach,  than  he  withdrew  to 
Purgo  S.  Lorenzo:  fo  that  Picinino  entered  the  pafs  without 
refiftance,  and  marched  direftly  towards  the  valley  of  Af«^//ff» 
where  he  took  fo'me  forts,  and  befieged  Monie-Pulciam. 
While  this  fiege  lafted,  he  fent  out  parties,  who  ovar-raii. 
and  plundered  (he  wtiole  neighbouring  country,  aad  carried 
their  tncurfions  to  within  three  miles  of  FUrence  itfelf.  The 
^lorenlinesy  being  now  aflii-ed  of  fupport,.  were, not  io  much, 
alarmed  as  they  ufually  had  be^n  with  their  danger.  Their 
internal  diflfentions  and  jealoufies  had  b^^n  quieted  by  the  pru* 
ijence  and  credit  of  Cojmo  de  MedicU  who  was  beloved  by  all 
parties  in  the  ftatc.  They  knew  the  ^pope's  auxiliaries  were 
on  their  march,  and  the  detachment  under  Gi^m  had  al- 
reacfy  ^rived  ztPhnmi.  His  arrival  gave  great  fpirit  to  the 
cfttzens  ;  'and  as  he  was  known  to  be 'an  able  officer,  thejr 
committed  to  him  the  defence  of  thehr  capita!.  He  fooa 
raifed  an  army,  with  which  he  retook  lUmiti  from  Picinino^ 
whofe  quarters  he'  likcwife  ftraitened  fp  mOCh,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  remove  to  a  greater  diftance  fromPUrinci, 
'  P ICININO;  when  he  carried  his  arms  into  Tufcany^ 
h^d  great  dependehce  upon  an  infurref^ion  in  ploremi^  of 
which  he  ftad  allbrinces  from  the  Tufcan  exiles.  Being  dif* 
^appointed  of  tb^r,  he  ^folv^d^  if  poiliblej^  to  draw  Capponi 
"..  ^    .  ,  ■    ■'       '        to 
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to  Ji  bMtlfc.     Ftancefco^  count  of  Ttoppl^  who  bdd  confidenible 
comtciktA^  \xx{^tx  x\\t  Florentines y  had,  from  the  afFedton  be 
bore  to  Rinaldo  de  Albi^i^  deferted  them,  and  joined  PUinin^ 
as  foon  as  he-  entered  Ivfcany.      By  his   advice,   PUmm 
^arch^d  into  the  Cajcmtine^  where  he  took  Bibierma  and  iJ#-. 
ijiena^  and  btfieged  the  caftlc  of  S.  Nicolas^  which  ftands  on 
the  confines  of  iWe  Cafaniine  and  the  vale  of  Amo,     Thi4 
^e^ftle,  which  wa9»  ftrong,  made  fo  good  a  defence,   that  the 
•Fif^rMtiHis  had  time  to  draw  together  three  thoufand  horfe^ 
the  command  of  which^'  they  gave  to  Orfinoy  under  whom 
-Pttppofti  and  Bermm  de  Medici  fervcd.     The  caftle  of  S.  Nt^ 
telas  bad  now  held  out  about  thirty  days,  and  mdffcngcrs  were 
fent  from  the  ^arrifon  to  the  Florentine  generals  to  implore 
their  relief.     1  he  generals,  after  reconnoitring  the  fituatioii 
of  the  piad^^,  and  the  difpofitions  of  the  enemy,  judged  that 
the  attempt  was  impraflicible  \  .and  after  highly  commending 
the  fidelity  of  the  inhabitants,  they  gave  them  leave  to  fur- 
i«nder,  which  they  did  on  the  32d  day  of  the  fiege.- 
bis  injudi^      MA'CHIAVEL  ^  is  juftly  of  opinion,  thzt  Ticinino'g 
chus  pro-    tnarching  to  the  Cajaniine  was  the  ruin  of  his  expedition,  and 
cteding,      that  he  would  have  fucceeded  much  better,  had  he  continucdf 
ihe  feat  of  war  near  Florence^  where  the  citizens  would  have 
been  foon  tired  of  the  expence  attending  it.     But  he  was 
dver-perfuaded  by  count 'Peppi^  who  had  private  views  of  re- 
venge to  gratify.     Aftci*  reducing  the  caftle  of  5.  Nicclas^ 
Ficinino  took  Rajjina  and  Chiuft  j  and  the  count  endeavoured 
16  j^rfuade  him  to  remain  in  that  country;  but  it  proved  fo 
rOcky,  that  Picinino  dryly  t6ld  him  his  horfes  could  not  eat 
ffeynes  r  ar>d  therefore  he  fell  back  to  Borgo  S.  Sepolchro^  in 
hcfpes  of  making  himfelf  mafter  of  Citta  di  Cajlello ;  but  ia 
tlfis  he  failed,  the  inhabitants  being  in  ftridl  friendflirp  with 
the  Florentines.     He  made  the  like  attempt  upon  the  Peru- 
giftnsy  and  he  entered  P/rir^/^,  where  the  pope  had  a  legate. 
The  citfeens  treated  him  with  civility,  though  he  failed  in 
his  negociatioti  j|^  bat  he  extorted  from  the  inhabitants  a  contri- 
bution of  eight  thoufand  crowns.   His  next  attempt  was  upon' 
Cortona^  then  in  the  pofl'eflion  of  the  Florentines  j  and  he  formed* 
a  p^rtyib  the  city,  which  w^s  to  be  delivered  up  to  him  in  the 
iffght-tfme.     The  confttiracy,  however,   was  difcovered  to 
Bartohmeo-Senfo^  one W  the  citizens,  and  defeated;  fo  that' 
Picinifiey  who'Was  waiting  at  the  gate,  was  obliged  to  return' 
.    .      to  his  quarters.        "     •  - 

•  While  PiciK:ndy^v^\\6  nppcars  to  have  been  a  braver  ge- 
neral than  Iyc  wa:J  an  aMt  j)clitician.  Was  procccdrnc  thus  un*"* 

.  -    '•        ^-Mif^H^iAvBi.^  book  v,  ^  ;   '        ' 
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fucpefsfull;  in  TufsaHX.^nd  the Unnaj^na^  -mMi^itiriconharti^ 
did  not  wear  a  more^vourable  ^fpted:  for  the  didfq  oSAdiktm. 
5/^2W,, perceiving  bis  owp  domipigns  w^CiOut  of  4afljgd^,icarly 
in  the  fpring  made  difpofitiotis  for  raifmg  the  (lege  of  Brefcia^    A.  D. 
Qcing  fumiihed  by  the  Vinetian$  wfth- Ajppifig,  4ie  emered     144a.     I 
the  lakes  that  furroundcd  it,  where  he  defeated  tht  Milage 
fleet,  and  retook  all  the  neighbouring  caftles,  which  had  been, 
garri/bned   by  Philips   and  this  obWgcd   his   land-troopi  tO" 
withdraw.     Thus  Brefcia^  after  a  long  fiegb,  was  rclicved-Brefciar/- 
'itQ.Mil^tiifi  army  retreated  to  Scncim  on  the  OjAVy  UomUeved,    , 
whence  they  wer^  driven  \>y  Sforza  to  Cremmui^  where- .the  i 
duke  of  Milan  made  a  ftand  ^  and  in  the  mean  time  he  feht 
pofitive  orders  hx  Pianino  to  evacuate  2j^9)!y  aind  join,  him 
a^fopn  as.poffible.  .     ».  ,   .  .      . 

According  to  the  beft  accounts  ?",  the  c\t^  tf  Florence Diflar^ 
was  then  under  an  excellent  go\*crnmcht..    The  ic^x.i^  Bid^^nces  at 
tiiiio  hsid  driven  all  the  country. people  into  their V:a|iitat>,fii Florence, 
that  a  fcarcity  pi  pTQvifipns  was  dreftded,  which  mig^it  bring 
on  mutinje&^nd.  r^olts.    The  wifof  part  of  the  Fhrentinn 
however  uniting^ las  we  have  alre^y  (ben,  under  C^^,  a. 
mod  excellent  choice  was  made  of  the  tenifield^de^udts^  now 
ci^Ued  the  counciloftgni  aad  jiretifiy.  tht  hiftoriaoy  Waaxon- 
tiaued  for  two  yeafs-  in  that  ftatioii^   By  the  time  tbat(P/Voz/;r79 
received  the  duke  of  i^/?/z's  orders  fat  hb  rttaiwiO'Lombardy^ 
the  Fiorentim  army,  was  com[>ktfy4>y  the  jun^on;  of  the 
trf«pa  of  -their  attics.    Their  own-  force  amounted  to  four 
thpMfan^  foot,  and  «he  horfe  which*  were  brought  out  d[  J^om-^ 
bar^  were  cohifipanded  by.  AdiJjaloiii^  as^  the  foot  were  by 
Orpm^    Th(i]fvWere  joined  by.  twe  thDufaodof  th^  pOpe^s  - 
c^>i^tj  ^\.Ar€%xo%  and  their  whold^  arm^r,  being  in' high  fpt-^  - 
rita,  advanced  to  Anghiariy  CappwH  4Mving  the.  oHief  com- 
mand over  the  w4>ole.     While  .they  iay  at  Mng/nariy  iNhich  is  . 
a  caftle  fcatod,at  the  foot  of  tht  momrtatns  diridingubc  valcs^         , 
of  Tev£re  andiC^/2^,  the  magiiiritte  of  Fhremg  leoeived  rn*  * 
tclHgenceof  PiVrVwWs  rcoal,  mgeth^.with^r^itfViuooeflea;  ' 
and  fent  orders  <t6  their  deputieB^non  tb  hazard  a  battle,  as 
th^y  might  gaih.  aH  rheir  cnd&u9itliaat  bloodflttdv'i  The  FI,j^  . 
Tifntine  exileleame  to  the  knoWled^  of  tliefc  orders^  andv  ii^ 
(ofthing  Picinh^  of  them^  chcy  perfaadtd  him;-thao.tht  FU^ 
remUhf  arrD)&««  ih inking. themfdVoa^porfoiUy  (£Cii|(3Q^'attight.  be-.* 
cafily  furprifcd,  and  that  he  had  it  now  in  his  power  to  retrieve 
all  his  paft  difeppointmehts'  by  a  glorttt^lfi  vlA6ffi^  ^mhino 
belijcvtd  all  .thcyfaid^  ai)d  preyailc^  with  tbe  people  of  Bprgp 
S,  Sfpokhro  to.  join  him  writn  between "twt)  andt^fee  thb.ufand 
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ment  in  Hopes  of  fbaring  in  his  fpoils.  Actordinl  to  MacM^, 
vel  ^^  thb  plan  of  furprizal  was  very  h«&t  Aicceeding ;  but 
Jritin  ^y  perhaps  for  private  reafons^  Ccmeeads  the  circum* 
fiances. 
Pidiuno  TfiB  Florentim  ttmf  lay  encamped  on  a  fin6  level  gronmt 
iefMid.  under  the  walk  of  Anghiari^  and  that  of  Pianltto  advanced 
with  the  utmoft  filence  and  fecrecy  between  Borgo  5.  ^epokhra 
and  Citta  di  Caftello.  According  to  MachiaoeU  hi3  Approach 
was  not  perceived  (A)  till  Michmottiy  difcovering  a  grtat  duft; 
thcL weather  being  then  exceffivtly  hot,  gave  the  alarm ;  and 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  he  and  the  other  general- 
ofScers  could  affemble  their  troops,  which  were  carelcfly  dif- 
perfed  through  the  fields,  oi  encamped  without  order  or  re« 
gularity.  They  got,  however,  under  arms  before  Picintnti 
whofe  men  were  terribly  fatigued  by  the  heat  and  length  of 
the  march,  could  attack  them.  Mithabtti  commanded  the 
van  of  iht  Flcrentim  army,  and  marched  down  to  difpute  a 
bridge,  over  which  the  enemy  muft  pafs.  His  promptnefs  and  ' 
prefence  of  mind  probably  faved  the  FUnnttTu  army,  becaufd 
be  held  the  enemy  in  play  till  the  other  generals  drew  up  a  linef 
of  infantry  on  each  of  his  flanks.  A^halotti  repelled  the  firft 
charge;  but  it  was  renewed  with  fo  much  fury  by  fPicimno  in 
perfon,  thn  Michalotti  was  driven  from  the  bridge  to  the  foot 
of  the  hill  on  which  Anghiari  &2Lnds.  But  Pianino^  men,  in 
the  pucfuit,  were  flanked  by  the  Floreniim  infantry,  who  plied  ' 
them  from  their  crofs-bows  j  fo  that  PUinim  was  again  driven' 
back  to  the  bridge,  where  the  difpute  continued  very  fbarp  for 
two  hours ;  during  which  it  had  been  loft  and  won  feveral 
times  by  both  parties:  hut  Puinim^s  men  were  obliged  to  ad- 
vance  thro'  a  defile,  and  could  only  a^  in  front ;  a  circumftance 
that  gave  the  vi£bry  to  the  Fbrentims.  For  the  latter  making 
a  furious  charge,  drove  the  van  of  their  enemies  upon  their 
,  center,  and  their  center  falling  back  on  their  rear,  their  whole 
army  fell  into  diforder,  and  a  total  rout  enfued,  moft  of  them 
flying  towards  Borgo  S.  Sep§lchro.  The  Florentines  were  in 
much  better  condition  than  their  enemies,  who  had  not  now 
ftrength  for  flying,  and  were  taken  prifoners  almoft  without 
refiftance,  not  above  one  thouiand  of  them,  and  thofe  too 
horfe,  with  Picinino  at  their  bead,  efcaping  to  Borgo.  The 
flaughter  however,  though  the  difpute  lafted  four  hours,  con« 

^  Maghiavbl,  ibid*  ^  Arstin,  uUfapra.  ' 

(  A  )  Aretirtt  uhi  fuffa^  tells  the  walls  of  Anghtari^  which  the 
us,  that  the  Florentim  army,  more  emboldened  PiV/W«o  to  at« 
being  afraid  of  a  furprize,  had  tack  them,  as  thinking  they  were 
drawn  themfdves  up  clofe  to    afiaid. 
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fitM  but  in  one  man,  who  fell  from  his  horfe^  and  was  Xtoi 
tb  death.  The  rcaforis  why  the  victory  was,  fo  bloodlefs^ 
were,  fiyft,  the  almoft  impenetrable  armour  Jn  which  tho^ 
troops  oil  both  fides  were  tafed;  and,  fecondly,  the  avarice  of 
the  Florentine  army,  which  was  compofed .  of  mercenaries^ 
who  found  their  account  in  the  ranfom  of  the 'prlfdoers,  and' 
therefore  they  made  as  many  as  they  could.  Two  thoufand 
two  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  Borgo  S.  SapdLhro  were 
rakeit,  and  put  to  ranfom  j  fo'that  the  booty  nfiade  by  the  fio- 
rentlrie  army,  in  men,  horfe^,  inoney,  and  biagg'age^  v^as  very 
confiderable. 

Had  the  Florentines  followed  their  Mow,  they  alight  have  Vadiif- 
taken  Borgo  S.  Sepolchro^  while  Picinino  was  witbio  it  j  but"/^^**  ^f 
their  avarice  was  fuch,  that  they  refufed  to  proceed  on  any'^'?^°" 
dther  fervice  till  they  had  fecuieJ  their  booty  and  their  pri- ^^***"**^ 
foners  in  Arezzoy  which  they  accordingly  did,  none  of  the 
Florentine  generals  or  commanders  having 'authority  enough 
toftopthem/ 

PICININO  laid  hold  of  that  opportunity  to  cfcapc 
^hh  the  TdAiainsof  his  arihy  from  ^^r/<7,  anJ  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  all  t^t  Florentine  exiles,  who,  feeing  their  hopcjs 
of  returning  to  their  country  ho\^  at  an  end,  difperfed  thc.m- 
feWey  into  different  places  and  countries.  Rlnaldo  de  Albivd  x^^ 
tir^d  to  Antortct^  'atid  frorti  thence  vifited  the  fepulcbre  ofjefus  * 
Cbriji  at  Jerufalem,  Upon  tfe  i^^tur/i  from  thence,  he  was  Co 
fortunate,  [ays  Machiavel^  as  to.(!ie  on  the  leaft  unli^py  day  tkaih  0/ 
of  all  his  cxiic„  which  was  that  "of  his  daugliter's  marriage,    ^uwldo. 

Upon  the  teturn  of  the  Florentine  troops  (xoisi  Arexs^^War  imtU 
they  prefcntedthemfelves* before  Borgo  \  the  inhabitants  of  Caikmuie* 
which  offered  to  furrender  upon  terms,  which  were  refufed 
them  by  the  Fldrentines.  The  legate  of  the  Holy  See,  to 
whom  the  town  belonged,  apprehending  that  the  Florentines 
intended  to  niake  it  their  own,  interpofed,  and  thereby 
prevetited  their  defigns.  In  the  mean  while,  the  latter 
were  at  a  loi&  to  know  the  rtuvt ' \h2Li  PiciTtino  had  taken^ 
foihe  affirming  ^at  he  had  gone  to  Rome^  and  others  to  An* 
,  cdna.  Upon  this,  the  Florentine  army  divided  itfclf.  One 
party  was  appointed  to  march  under  Bernardo  de  "Medici  to 
Perugia^  as  the  moft  proper  (lation  for  fuccouring  the  domU 
nion»  of  hi9  hoiioefs,  or  of  &forza^  ihould  either  of  them  be 
attacked.  The  other  divifion  was  fent  into  the  Cafantine  ui»« 
der  the  comtaaiui  of  Capponij  who  foon  retook  Raffma^  Bi» 
biemw,  Praio^  Feechio^  and  Romena,  Cetbpom  then  laid  fiege 
to  Poppif  where  the  count  was.  The  place  was  ftrong,  and 
mt|ht  have  made  a  vigorous  defence,  had  it  not  disfurniihett 
itfelf  of  all  its  provifions  and  neceffaries  to  fupply  f^idmno*% 
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ataiy.     After  the  (icgc  was  forihetf,  the  count  o^red  to  ca« 
[^tuUte ;  but  fo  exafperated  were  the  Ftorentinei  at  his  con- 
<fu£l,  iha^  he  coulcj  obtain  no  terms,  but  the  liberty  of  depart- 
-'    ing  with  his  wife,  children,  ahd  portable  goods  ;  and  that  he 
(hould  le^ve  th^  Florentines  in  pofleffionof  all  hbeflates. 
idthiod'      The  count  thought  thofe  terms  extremely  hard,  and  de« 
nfiuuagi  of  mznitA  a  parley  with  Capfini 'upon  a  bridge  over  the  yfrno, 
Florence,  which  was  granted  him,  and  where  he  made  a  /peecb   to 
move  tlv^  conqueror's  compafEon,   who  itjcSicd  all  bis  re* 
Guefts,  and  ftuck  by  the  terms  that  had  been  offered  him  (A). 
The  count,  with  great  indignation,  fubmitted  to  hi^  fate, 
ahd  thus  loft  an  eftate  which  had  been  tranfmitted  to  bim,. 
from  father  to  fon,  for  four  hundred  years. 
netuMr       '^"^  gaining  of  the  battle  oi  AngUari  did  vaft  fervice  to 
continues    ^^  Florentines^  becaufe  it  prefervcd  their  independency ;    but 
i/fTof-      was  of  no  farther  prejudice  to  the  duke  of  Afilan^  than 
cany.        obliging  him  to  ranfom  his  fofdiers,   and   remoMnt  bis  ca- 
valry.   The  Florentine  foldiery,  were  enriched  by  it,  each 
man's  booty  and  prifohers  being  his  own  property ;    but  no 
advantage  accrued  thereby  to  the  ftate.     Thus,  as  Jidachia^ 
vel^wM  obferves,  a  general,  or  a  prince,  bad  it  always  in, 
his  power  to  replace,  with  ready  money,  the  arms  and  horfes 
he  had  loft,  and  in  a  very  (hort  time  again  to  appear  in  the 
field  as  formidable  as  ever.    The  confequencc  of  this  to  the 
conquerors,  as  well  as  the  conquered,  was,  that  both  were 
obliged  to  make  frefl)  demands  of  money  upon  their  fubjeQs  ^ 
the  former,^  to  Continue  and  improve  the  advantages  they 
^  had  obtained;   and  the  latter,  to  repair  the.loflcs  Sey  had 

\\  -  -  fuffered. 

Danger  of  PICININO^  after  his  defeat  at  Anghiari^  in  a  few  weeks 
the  duke  o/^^^  ftronger  in  the  field  than  he  had  been  at  the  beginning. 
Milan.  of  the  campaign,  and  this  gave  a  aew  turn  to  the  aSfairs  of 
Lomhardy.  The  duke  of  milanj  after  his  retreat  to  Cremona^ 
was  fo  prefftd  by  Sforza^  that  he  was  obliged  to  employ  A7- 
cMas  d*Efle^  prince  of  Ferrara^  to  mediate  a  peace,  not  (o 
much  with  the  Venetians^  as  with  their  general*     D^EJle  ac* 

'   ^  Machiav?l,  book  VI, 

(A)  The  reader  may  havtf  great  a  man,  and  fo  «b!e  a  wri- 

feme  idea  of  the  authenticity  of  ter'as  Machiafvel,  if  an  aknoft 

the  fpeecbes  be  fo  often  meetv  literal  tran{liti<ni  of  the  faoDos 

with  in  the  Italian  and  the  other,  ene  which  .?^iri/iri  (ays  was  pro- 

hiftorians  of  thofe  times,  when  nounced  by  Uie  Britf/b  6dr«Ai« 

we  inform  him,  that  the  fpeech  cusy  when  he  appoired  at  R^me 

put  into  the  count  of  Poppi\  in  chains  before  the  tribunal  of 

mouth  oil  \his  occaHoii,  by'fo'  \\^<xii^cxoi  Claudius • 

• '  Wording!/ 
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toniingly  repaired  to  Pefchiera^  where  Sforza  then  wis^*  and 
laid  before  him  the  confequences  of  the  duke  of  AliMs  be- 
ing qrufhed  by  the  Fevetians  and  the  Florentine^  who,  when 
they  had  obtained  iheir  tn6^  of  him,  would  difrcj^ard  Sforza^ 
and  reduce  him  to  their  own  terms.  He  then,  in  the  duke's 
name,  offered  to  renew  the  treaty  of  marriage  between  his 
dauehcer  and  Sforza ;  and  that  the  young  lady  (hould  be  fcnt 
to  FerrarOy  where  he  might  cfpoufe  her  as  foon  as  the  peace 
was  finiflied. 

SFOR  ZJ  knew  that  a  great  deal  of  what  the' prince  hzd  J  treaty  0/ 
faid  was  true  ;  but  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  duktpeace. 
to  truft  him.  He  declared,  that  he  had  been  fo  often  baffled 
and  difappointed  in  the  marriage,  that  he  could  rely  on  no 
propofal  of  that  kind  ;  but  that  if  the  duke  would  conclude  a 
peace  with  the  Florentines  and  the  Venetians^  who  were  equally 
defirous  of  it  as  he  Was,  he  would  conduQ  himfelf  in  tliat, 
and  all  other  affairs,  as  his  friends  (bould  advife  him.  Not- 
withftanding  this  unpromifing  anfwer,  D'EJle^s  negotiation 
had  great  efftfts  in  the  duke  of  Milan  s  favour.  It  revived 
the  fecret  ambition  Sforza  had  always  entertained  of  becom- 
ing one  day  duke  of  Milan^  and  made  him  a<St  more  coolly 
againft  Philip,  The  Venetians^  on  the  other  hand,  could  not 
bear  to  fee  their  general  negotiate  a  feparate  treaty  with  their 
enemy,  and  they  grew  backward  in  furnifliing  him  with  fup- 
plies  for  the  war  j  thus  the  time  of  aftion  paffed  over  with- 
out any  thing  remarkable  being  done  in  the  field  in  Lom^ 
hardyi  and  Pianino^  arriving  there  the  beginning  of  winter, 
all  the  armies  retired  into  winter-quarters.  Sforza's  went 
into  the  Feronefe^  the  duke  of  Milan's  into  the  Cremonefey 
that  of  Florence  returned  to  Tufcanyj  and  that  of  the  pop^  into 
the  Romagna, 

It  is  hardly  credible  how  averfe  the  people  of  Italy  ftill  A'ver/ton 
were  to  the  temporal  government  of  the  pope.     The  inhabi-  of  the  Ita- 
tants  of  Bologna  and  Forli  had  fubmltied  to  Picinino^  who  had  l'^"^  to  the 
given  his  fon  the  government  of  them.     After  the  battle  of^^'* 
Anghiariy  his  bolinefs  attempted  to  reduce  them  ;    but  they 
were  fo  bravely  defended  by  young  Picininoy  that  he  failed 
jn   bis    purpofe.      The    inhabitants  of  Ravennay    however, 
alarmed   at  the   neighbourhood  of   the  pope*s    army,    and 
dreading  to  fall  agaiti  under  his  power,  perfuaded  Ojfafio  of 
^okntOy  who  was  their  lord,  to  content  to  furrendcr  their 
city  and  territory  to  the  Venetianiy  who,  fearing  that  fo  no- 
tte  a  prize  might  be  retaken  from  them,  fent  uftafto  and  hi* 
fon  prifoners  to  Candioy  where  they  died.     Neither  were  the 
Florentines  wholly  without  their  indemnification  for  the  ex- 
pcnccs  they  had  fuftained  by  the  war  j    for  his  holinefs  found 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXVI,  T  bit 
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his  finances  fo  exhaufted,  that  be  fold  to  them  the  bwn  of 
Borgo  St.SepoIcbroj  for  the  Trpall  confideration  of  twenty-five 
thoufand  ducats. 

The  face  of  affairs  was  now  changed  in  Lombar  dy.  Upon 
the  return  of  P'tcininf^  the  duke  of  Mllan^  who  had  taken  care 
to  ranfom  all  his  foldier^  who  had  been  made  prifoners  at  the 
h2.i{\c  o(Jnghiarl^  foon  remounted  his  cavalry,  dropt  all  farther 
mention  of  peace,  and,  though  it  was  yet  winter,  he  put 
Picinino  in  a  condition  to  make  a  better  figure  in  the  field 
than  ever.  The  p'emtiansy  on  the  other  hand,  intent  upon 
new  acquifuions,  and  ftill  jealous  of  Sfcrzoy  had  negleded 
the  war  in  Lombar  dy  \  and  Sforza  was  ooliged  to  go  in  perfon 
to  P'enicey  to  concert  with  the  fenatc  the  operations  of  the 
cnfuing  campaign.  While  he  was  there,  Ciarpellone^  one  of 
Sforza^  heft  ofiicers,  entered  in^o  the  duke  of  Milans  fer- 
vice ;  and  Picinino^  paffing  the  Adda^  took  poflleflion  of  a  large 
traft  of  country  near  Brefciay  and,  at  the  fame ,  time,  fur- 
prifed  and  carried  off  two  thoufand  of  Sfcrza's  horfes.  This 
news  obliged  Sforza  to  break  off  his  conferences  at  Venice\ 
but  be  firft  prevailed  with  the  Venetians  to  recal  their  troops 
from  Tufcany^  and  to  give  the  command  of  them  to  hiskinf- 
man  Muhaloiti. 

By  this  time  Picinino  had  returned  to  winter- quarters  ;  but 
in  the  fpring^  he  befieged  Cignano^  a  fortrefs  about  twelye 
miles  from  Brefiia.  Sforza  marched  to  relieve  it,  and  at  the 
fame  time  befieged  Mariinengo.  Both  generals,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  difplayed  all  the  art  of  war  then  in  ufe  \  but  the  for- 
tune of  Picinino  prevailed  ;  for,  leaving  Cignano^  be  laid  fiege 
to  Bergamo^  while  Sforza  was  before  martinengo^  which  was 
well  provided  for  a  defence  ;  but  Picinino  gained  a  poft  which 
cut  Sforza  off  from  all  his  provifions,  and  was  at  the  fame 
time  impregnable,  fo  that  Sforza  s  army  was  more  cffeflually 
befieged  ihzn  Martinengo  w^s  by  him  ;  and  there  was  a  proba- 
bility that  they  muft  in  a  few  days  furrender  prifoners  of  war. 

Nothing  can  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
mercenaries  of  that  age  than  Picinino's  conduft  on  this  occa- 
fion.  Having  made  fuch  difpofitions,  that  he  thought  it  was 
impoffible  for  Sforza  and  his  army  to  efcape,  he  fent  to  ac* 
quaint  the  duke  of  JW/Azw  that  it  was  now  in  his  (Picinino's) 
power,  to  make  him  mafter  of  all  Lombardy ;  but  that^  after 
ferving  him  a  long  time  in  the  field,  he  had  not  gained  (or 
himfelf  fo  much  earth  as  would  bury  him  j  that,  as  the  vic- 
tory was  certain,  fo  ihould  the  reward  be,  and  therefore  he 
demanded  the  city  and  territory  of  Piacenza^  where  he  might 
repofe  himfelf  after  his  labours.  This  infolent  roeffagc  in- 
duced the  duke  of  Milan,  in  good  earneilj  to  treat  with 
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Sfffza,     He  fentto  him  Antonid  Guido  Buono  oi  Foriona^  and 
offered  inftantly  to  conclude  the- marriage  between  him  afid 
his  daughter,  and  to  give  in  dower  with  her  the  city  of  Cre- 
mona^ with  other  advaniageous  terms,  both  for  him  and  the 
ytnetians.     Thefe  were  readily  embraced,  and  the  treaty  was 
privately  agreed  to  by  all  parties.     The  duke  of  it:///:^/!,  upon 
this,  fent  a  pofitive  order  foe  Picin'tno  to  make  a  truce  with 
Sforza  for  a  year.     Picimno^  alarmed  and  confounded  by  this 
Order,  made  fuch  difficulties  to  obey  it,  that  the  duke  was 
obliged  to  threaten  to  withdraw  from  him  his  proteftion,  and 
to  give  him  up  either  to  his  own  foldiers,  or  his   enemies,  gf^j.^^ 
Picin'ino  thus  finding  the  duke  refolute,  obeyed,  but  with  ^^^ n:Gnifs  th€ 
utmoft  reluftancc;    and  Sforza*s  mairiage  with  Biancha^  ih^  ^uh  of 
duke's  daughter,  was  celebrated,  and  all  the  other  terms  of  Milan'/ 
the  peace  complied  with.  daugbtef. 

In  November  144 1,  the  late  treaty  between  the  duke  of  A.  D. 
'  Milariy  the  Venetians ^  znd  the  FUrentineSj  was  ratiticd  ;  and  '44 J* 
by  that  the  Venetians  gained  Pefchiera^  Afola^  and  Leonato^  for-^^^^^  ^^ 
trcfles  in  the  Mantuan*  But  while  peace  was  thus  reltored  ^i5'^» 
to  Lomhardy^  a  new  war  was  kindled  up  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples^  where  Alphonfo^  who  had  prevailed  over  his  antago- 
nifts  Regnier^  feized  upon  Benevento^  and  ail  Sforza  s  eftatcs* 
Upon  this  Regnler^  who  ftill  held  the  city  of  Nafles^  invited 
Sforza  to  join  him,  while  Alphonfo  earneftly  applied  to  his 
firmer  aljy  the  duke  of  Milariy  to  prevail  wiih  him  to  give 
Sforza  fuch  a  divcrfion,  as  that  he  might  be  of  no  fervice 
to  Regnier,  The  duke,  notwithftanding  the  late  peace  con- 
cluded in  Lombardy^  entered  into  Alphonfo  %  views,  by  prevail- 
ing with  the  pope  to  attempt  to  retake  theeftates  which  had 
been  difmcmbered  frpm  the  church's  patrimony  by  Sforzai 
Thofe  eftates  were  very  confidcrable,  and  had  again  and 
again  been  confirmed  to  Sforza  by  the  popes,  tfioiigh  he  made 
little  account  of  their  authority.  Pope  Eugene^  encouraged 
by  the  duke  of  Milan^  who  offered  to  fend  Pkinino  and  his 
army  to  his  abidance,  which  he  did,  took  the  field,  and  be- 
gan hoftilities  againft  iS/^rz^'s  dominions  in  the  marquifateof 
Ancona,  Sforza^  being  thus  obliged  to  march  to  the  relief 
of  his  own  dominions,  Alphonfo  took  Naples^  and  forced  hi» 
competitor  to  take  refuge  at  Floremei  where  he  was  kindly 
received,  and  from  whence  he  went  to  MarfeiUes,  Picimno^ 
^nd  the  pope's  troops,  prevailing  againft  Sforza  in  the  mar- 
quiiate,  he  was  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Florentines  and  the 
Venetians  for  afiiftance.  Annibal  BentlvogUo  of  Bologna^  fomc  j 
time  before  this',  had  follicited  afliftance  from  the  Florentines 
againft  Picimr/Oy  and  they  had  favoured  his  requell,  fo  that 
they  could  not  immediately  return  an  anfwcf  iix  Sforza^  who  re* 
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War  in      V^^^^^^^^  ^  them,  that  ^hc  liberties  of  all  Italy  were  op  the 
Tufcany    P^*'^^  ^^  being  fwallowcd   up  by  three  great  powers  j    the 
duke  of  Milariy   the  pope,  and  the  king  of  Naples.     This 
confideration,  and  the  fuccefs  of  Benttvoglio  againft  Piciniw^ 
determined  them  to  aflift  Sforza;    but,  if  polBble,  without 
breaking  with  the  duke  of  Milarty  who  had  no  farther  con- 
cern in  the  war  than  to  obtain  the  quiet  poffeffion  of  the 
kingdom  of  Naples  for  Alphonfo^  which  was  now  e(Fe£led. 
The  Florentines  therefore  fcnt  a  deputation,   frankly  telling 
the  <iuke  that  they  intended  to  afiift  his  fon-inlaw  ;  butfc- 
queuing  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  renew  bis  league  with 
twhich  is    them.     The  duke  not  ortly  readily  agreed  to  this,  but  pic- 
iifvaiied  fy  y^iiltd  with  Jlphonfo  to  defift  from  all  hoftilities  in  .^^i?^, 
Alphonfo.  and  retire  to  Naples ;   while  the  Florentines  furnifhed  Sforza 
wit,h  the  aififlance  he  required. 

It  is  certain,  from  the  prodigious  fuqcefsof  the  Florentines, 
in  difBpating  or  difappointing  the   powerful   confederacies 
formed  againft  them,    that   their  internal  government,  for 
fome  time,  had  been  in  able  hands;  but  the  pefiilence,  com* 
mon  to  popular  eftablifliments,  now  broke  out.    Neri  di  Cap* 
poni  became  fo  popular,  by  bis  own  great  fervices  to  the  ftate^^ 
and  thofe  of  his  father^  who  had  reduced  Pifoy  that  Cofmo  ii 
Medici  grew  jealous  of  him  5    not  from  any  malevolence  ia 
his  own  nature,  but  becaufe  he  well  knew  that  two  interefis, 
of  the  fame  authority,  could  not  long  fubfift  in  a  popular 
^    ftate  without  one  of  them  being  ruined*.     Baldaccio  of  Ang'^ 
hiari  was  then  general  of  the  Florentine  infantry;  a  man,  who^ 
in  accomplilhments,  virtue,  courage,  and  perfon^  qualifica- 
tions, was  fecond  to  hone  in  Italy.     An  intimate  friendihip, 
of  the  moft  laudable  kind,  fubfifted  between  him  and  Cap* 
poni ;   and  his  credit  with  the  troops  was  fo  great,  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  proceed  againft  him  in  the  ordinary  forms  of 
juftice,  though  his  crimes  were  no  other  than  bis  abilities  and 
his  popularity.    Capponi^a  enemies  thought  it  necefTary  to  bum- 
ble him,  by  taking  oS  Baldacci/r ;  and  they  had  a  moft  conve- 
nient tool  for  that  purpofe  in  Orkmdiniy  the  fame  who  had  b 
Infamoufly  betrayed  the  pa&  of  Maraddi  to  Pianino,  being 
then  gonfalonier  of  the  people.     Baldaccio,  before  OrldndM 
was  advanced   to  that  high   ftation,  had   often   bitterly  re- 
proached him  for  his  cowardly  conduct;  and  his  enemies  im- 
proved Orlandini^s  refentment,  fo  as  to  make  him  refolve  to 
aflaffinate  Baldaccio.    For  this  purpofe,  he  engaged  fome  ruf- 
fians, whom  he  90ncealed  within  his  apartments  in  the  p;i-. 
Majpna"   lace;    2T\i  Baldaccio,  in  a  day  or  two  after,  coimng  to  ihf 
//off^BaU  piazza  jis  ufual,  to  treat  upon  fome  bufineft,  was  accofted  by 
dacdo..      the  gonffilonier,  who  artfully  drew  bim  towards  bis  apart- 
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fnent8»  where  he  was  aflaffinated  by  the  ruffians.  The  bar* 
barity  of  Baldacdo*$  enemies  was  not  fatisfied  with  his  death. 
His  body  was  thrown  out  of  one  of  the  windows  of  the  pa« 
lace,  and  his  head  being  cut  off,  was  expofed  a  whole  day  to 
the  people.  Machiavel*  himfelf  pays  a  juft  tribute  of  praifc 
on  this  occafion  to  the  memory  of  Baldaccio's  widow  Anfia- 
liria^  the  mother  of  his  only  fon,  who  refufing,  after  her 
hufband's  death,  the  nK>(l  advantageous  matches,  aiTociated 
herfelf  with  fome  noble  matrons  of  her  own  principles,  con- 
verted her  houfe  to  a  monaftery,  and  there  lived  and  died 
in  holy  retirement. 

No  internal  iiommotion  followed  the  infamous  aflaffination 
of  BaUaccio;   (o  profound,  at  this  time,  was  the  veneration 
of  the  Florentines  for  their  legal  governors,  whtfe  ten  years 
power  was  now  almoft  expireo.    But  in  the  year  1444  a  new     a.  D. 
Balia  was  eredled,   which  continued  them  in  their  offices,     1444. 
gave  them  new  powers,  and,  by  virtue  of  thofe,  they  tvirned  A<<u;  r^- 
out  of  authority  all  whom  they  fo  much  as  fufpefled  to  be  iattons  in 
their  enemies  ;    fome  of  whom  they  imprifoned,  and  b^niihed  Flqi¥nce, 
others,  every  thing  being  now  fettled  according  to  the  mind 
of  the  governing  party  in  Florence.     They  then  applied  them- 
felves  to  foreign  aflFairs.     Picinim^  though  abandoned  by  Ai- 
phonfoj   and  not  countenanced  by  the  duke  of  Mtlan^  dill 
contihued  the  war  in  the  Romagna\    but  was  defeated  by 
o/orzay  through  the  affiftance  lent  him  by  the  Florentines^ 
and  obliged'  to  take  refuge  in  Montecebio.    Here  he  fortified 
himfelf  (o  effedually  as  to  bid  defiance  to  Sforza^  who,  know« 
ing  his  adive  genius,  applied  to  the  duke  of  Milan  to  recal 
him.     B^ore  the  duke  came  to  a  determination,  Pidnine 
had  re-afifembled  his  troops,  and,  by  the  alOTiftance  oi  Alphonfi 
and  the  pope,  took  the  field  at  the  bead  of  an  army  far  fu'- 
perior  to  that  of  Sforza,     Upon  this  the  duke  of  Milan  fent 
»  meflage  for  Picinino  to  confer  with  him,  which  was  fo  weH 
received,  that  Picinino^  leaving  the  command  of  his  army  to 
bis  fon  Francisy  pofted  to  Milan.    Sforza  did  not  omit  that 
opportunity  of  attacking  Picinino*s  army,  which  he  entirely 
defeated,    and   took  Francis    prifoner.'    Picinino,    upon  ^^^  Death  of 
news  of  this  defeat,  and  his  perceiving  that  he  was  deceived  picinino.^ 
by  the  duke  of  ACAw,  died  of  heart-break  in  the  year  1445.     A.  D." 
In  him  the  hopes  of  the  Brachian  forces,  between  whom,  and     144J. 
thofe  of  Sforza^  all  Italy  had  been  fo  long  divided,  were  ex-*' 
tinguifhed.    The  fcale  of  war  had  been  long  fufpended  be- 
tween thofe  two  bodies  of  mercenaries,  each  of  whom  was 
beaded  by  great  men.    The  firft  Sforxa^  from  a  mean  birth, 
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eamc  to  be  a  confid^rable  prince.  Brachio's  birth  wasnoblci 
^s  were  his  adions,  in  which  he  rivalled  Sforza  j  but  he  died 
as  a  mercenary,  and  the  fame  rivaMhip  which  had  fubfiCVed 
between  the  firft  Sforza  and  Brachio^  deCcended  to  the  fccond 
Sforxa  and  Picinino^  the  companion  and  inheritor  of  Brachio's 
fortunes.  It  is  however  evident,  that  the  genius  of  the 
younger  Sforza  h^d  the  afcendant  over  that  of  Pninincy  .who 
was  a  brave  and  an  able  commander,  but  defe£tive  in  iudg« 
ment  every  where  but  in  a£tion^ 
4 peace  UpoN  the  death  o^  PicininOy  and  the  defeat  of  his  forces, 

^qiiluded,  the  pope,  not  daring  to  truft  to  the  king  of  Naples^  employed  . 
the  Florentines  to  mediate  a  peace  for  him  with  Sforza  \  in 
which  they  fucceeded,  and  by  it  Ofcimo^  Recanati^  and  Fa^ 
brianoy  2  village  equal  to  moft  cities,  were  yielded  to  the 
pope,  and  Sforza  was  continued  in  all  his  other  pofieQions  in 
\  the  marquifate  of  Anccna  :  and  thus  the  peace  ol  Italy  Teemed 
to  be  for  fomc  time  fecured,  when  it  was  again  difturbed  by 
the  Boloj^nefe.  jlnnibal  BentivogitOy  who  had  driven  Piiin'tKo 
out  of  Bologna^  had  formed  a  league  between  the  Bohgnefe^ 
the  Florentines^  and  Venetians^  at  which  the  duke  of  Milan 
was  fecretly  uneafy.  Battijla  Cannefchi^  the  head  of  a  power- 
ful family  in  the  Bolognefey  and  in  alliance,  but  not  in  friend- 
(hip,  with  that  of  Bentivoglioy  knew  that  the  duke  of  MilarC% 
great  ambition  was  to  become  mafter  of  that  city ;  and  Bat- 
tjfta  engaged  to  put  him  in  pofleffion  of  it,  by  difpatching 
his  rival  Bmiivoglioy  which  he  aftually  did  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  fune^  '445'  He  had  been  promifed  to  be  {u^* 
ported  by  the  duke  of  Milan  \  and  the  Venetian  and  Florentine 
deputies  then  refiding  at  Bologna^  not  knowing  how  far  the 
confpiracy  might  extend,  confined  themfelves  to  their  own 
4fiiirs  of  houfes.  The  Bolognefe^  however,  in  genera)  detefting  the 
Bologna,  aflaffination  of  Bentivoglio^  ran  to  arms,  defeated  the  Can- 
nefchi  family  and  party,  drove  them  out  of  the  city,  and, 
dragging  Battijla  from  a  corncheft  where  he  had  concealed 
himfelf,  put  him  to  death,  no  fuccours  from  the  duke  oi Mi- 
lan having  appeared.  The  Bolognefe  were  now  at  a  lofe  for 
a  head.  They  adored  the  Bentruoglio  family ;  but  Annibal  had 
left  behind  him  only  a  fon  of  fix  years  old,  and  his  relations 
began  to  quarrel  amongft  themfelves  about  the  government  of 
the  city.  The  count  of  Poppi^  whom  we  have  already  men- 
tioned, was  then  at  Bologna ;  and,  perceiving  how  the  city 
was  divided,  he  intimated  to  fome  of  the  leading  men,  that 
he  could  furnifh  them  with  a  defcendant  from  Annibal Benti- 
voolio^  who  could  head  them.  ,  Upon  enquiry,  he  affirmed 
that  Hercules^  the  fon  of  Annibal^  happening  about  twenty 
years  before  to  be  at  Poppi,  had  begot  a  fon  called  Santi^ 
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Whofe  countenance  rcfembled  Hercvles  fo  much,  that  It  was 
ft  fufRcient  proof  of  his  original.  He  added,  that  HertuUs 
had  always  acknowledged  him  to  be  his,  though  the  mother, 
who  was  married,  had  educated  him  as  the  fon  of  her  huf- 
band,  who  was  now  dead,  and  whofe  name  was  jignalo  Caf- 
cefe.  The  Bolognefc^  eagerly  attached  to  the  Bentivoglio  fa- 
mily,  eagerly  citibraced  the  propofal,  and  fent  deputies  to 
the  I'Urentwes^  in  whofe  pofleffion  the  count's  eftates  were, 
to  fend  the  young  man,  who  was  now  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  to  take  upon  him  the  adminiftration  of  their  affairs. 
The  matter  was  referred  to  Cofmo  cU  Medici^  and  Neri  di  Cap^ 

{oni ;  but  they  proceeded  cautioufly.  The  youth  Was  then 
iving  with  his  reputed  uncle  Antonio  Cafcefe^  v/\\o  being  rich, 
arid  childiefs,  intended  to  make  him  his  heir;  a  profpe<9: 
which  the  young  man  thought  preferable  to  his  promifcd 
greatnefs.  Beinp  fent  for  to  appear  before  Cofmo  and  the  5^?- 
lognefe  deputies,  the  latter  no  fooncr  faw  him  than  they  re- 
cognized and  almoft  adored  him  ;  but  ftill  the  youth  feemed  * 
to  be  backward  as  to  the  propofal.  At  lafl,  Cofmo  taking  him 
afide,  talked  to  him,  according  to  Machiavel^y  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms.  *'  None  can  in  this  cafe  advife  thee  better 
**  than  thyfelf,  for  thou  art  to  make  that  choice  which  thou 
*^  findeft  thy  own  foul  inclinable  to;  and  if  thou  be  the  fon 
**  of  HircuUs  Bentivoglio^  thou  wilt  difpofe  thyfelf  to  aflions 
"  worthy  that  houfc  and  family  \  but  if  thou  be  the  fon  of 
*'  JgnoloCafcefi^  thou  wilt  content  thyfelf  to  ftay  in  Florence^ 
**  and  follow  his  mean  trade  of  dreffing  wool;*'  Thofe  words 
aroufed  the  youth  to  ambition*  He  refigned  himfelf  entirely 
to  Cofmo  and  Capponi^  who  perfuaded  the  Florentines  to  furnim 
him  with  drefs  and  equipages  fuiting  the  ftation  to  which  he 
was  called  j  and  he  fet  out  for  Bologna^  where  he  received 
the  charge  of  the  Bentivoglio  family,  which  he  managed  with 
fo  much  prudence,  that  he  lived  with  honour,  and  died  in 
peace ;  a  happinefs  denied  to  his  anceftors. 

The  duke  of  Milan,  after  Picinino's  death,  being  at  a  lofs  Ciarpel- 
for  a  general  to  command  his  troops,  treated  with  Clarpellone  ^?^^/'^  '* 
before-mentioned,  to  whom  he  had  given  fome  poffeffions  in  ^^^^• 
the  Milanefe,     Sforza  had  fome  notice  of  the  negotiation  ; 
and  when  CiarpeUsne  applied  for  leave  to  repair  to  the  Mila- 
nefe^  Sforza  laid  him  under  arreft,  and  then  put  hiip  to  death. 
This  incident  was  far  from  being  difpleafmg  to  the  Florentines^ 
who  were  apprehenfivc  of  nothing  more  than  they  were  of 
'the  good  underftanding  between  Sforza  and  the  duke  of  it//- 
hnj  who  bearing  the  caufc  of  Ciarpellom's  d^zthj  refolved  to 
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be  revenged  upon  Sforxa^  whofefonin-lav  was  Gifmond  Ma* 

latejla  lord  of  Rimini, 
^be  duke        This  Gifmond  had  pretendons  upon  Pefaro  and  Urbino  j. 
of  Milan    the  firft  of  which  Sforza  gave  to  his  broihcr  Alexander ^  and 
applies  to    ^^  qj^^j  (q  Frederick  oi  Montefeltro^  Gi/mond*s  profcffcd  cnc- 
^'  ^'"^  e/^my.     The  duke  of  iWiiij«  fidcd  with  Gifmond,  and  brought  , 
Naples,     jj^^  p^p^  ^^j  ^^^  l^ji^g  ^j-  2<]'aplei  over  to  the  fame  parry: 

•  Ancona  thereby  became  the  feat  of  war  ;  and  the  Florentines 
and  Venetians  favouring  Sforza^  he  feized  upon  all  Gifmond*^ 
edates.  On  the  other  hand,  the  duke  attempted  to  take  from 
Sforza,  Cremona  and  PontremoU ;  but  failed  in  both  under- 
takings :  the  latter  being  defended  by  the  Florentines^  and  the 
former  by  the  Venetians,  Francis  Picinino  was  then  general 
of  the  duke  of  Milan  %  army  ;  but  was  totally  defeated  at 
Cafal  by  Muhaktti  the  Venetian  general.  The  duke  being 
then  blind,  aged,  and  infirm,  the  Venetians  ^xx^t^  their  con- 
quefts  beyond  the  Adda  to  the  very  gates  of  Milan.  Upon 
this  the  duke  applied,  for  affiftance  to  the  king  of  Naples^ 
who  could  fend  \um  no  troops  without  their  fighting  their  way 
through  the  Florentine  territories,  and  thofe  of  Sforza. 
Sforza  The  reader  is  not  to  imagine,  amidll  all  thofe  complica- 

joins  the     tions  of  aflPairs,  cither  enmity  or  friendfhip  had  the  fmalleft 
di^f  of      (hare.     Both  of  them  were  produced  by  intereft  j  and  the  bav 
Mjlan.      Jance  of  power  in  Italy,  was  the  great  aim  for  which  all  par- 
tics  either  negotiated  or  fought.    No  fooner  were  the  Vini* 
tinns  victorious,  than  Sforza  grev^  jealous  o/  their  greatne(s, 
and  began  to  liftcn  to  term6  with  his  father-in-law,  who,  in 
the  moft  moving  manner,  folicited  his  friend{hip.     Sforza 
was  th&more  difpofed  to  this,  ^  he  perceived  the  Venetians 
began  qow  to  truft  to  their  own  power,  and  were  flow  in  fup- 
plying  him  with  money.    The  Florentines,  from  the  like  mo- 
tived, were  equally  backward  ;    but  it  muft  be  acknowledged 
that  Sforza  on  this,  and  indeed  on  moft  other  occafions,  be- 
haved like  an  able  politician.    He  knew  that  the  great  aim 
of  the  Venetians  was  to  deprive  him  of  his  fucceffion  to  il/i* 
Ian-,   but,  though  the  duke  ofFered  to  make  him  general  of  • 
all  his  forces,  provided  he  would  leave  the  (ervice  of  Vemci^ 
'       and  compromife  aflPairs  with  the  pope,  he  kept  himfelf  unde- 
termined.    The  Venetians,  fenfible  how  extremely  advanta- 
geous the  duke's  offers  were  to  Sforza,  reminded  him  of  the 
obligations  he  lay  under  to  them  for  preferving  Cremona^  and 
promifed  to  him  Milan  if  they  (hould  conquer  it,  together 
with  the  perpetual  command  of  their  armies,  if  he  would 
continue  the' war  and  obOrudl  the  march  of  the  Neapolitan 
forces  to  Lombardy.    Sforza^  afi'er  long  deliberaiion  on  a  choice 
fo  difficult  in  it?  own  nature  to  detcraune,  thought  that  the 
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Venetian  oScrs  were  too  extravagant  to  be  fincere ;  and  that« 
if  be  was  fuccifsful,  he  muft  take  tbe  law  from  them.  He 
Uierefore  beficated  upon  his  attfwer  ;  and  the  Venetians^  afraid 
that  he  would  dietcrmine  hitnfeif  in  favour  of  the  duke,  at- 
tempted to  furprife  Cremona^  but  were  baffled  by  Sforza'i 
garrifon ;  upon  which  be  immediately  fefolved  to  t^ke  psnt 
with  his  father- in-law. 

SFORZJ  at  that  time  lay  at  Cotignola^  and  was  pre- 
paring to  march  to  hi&  father- in-law'9  affiftance  when  he 
heard  of  his  death)  which  happened  on  the  laft  day  oiAuguJi^  '^^  ^^« 
1457.  '^^'^  TiQ^NS  threw  him  into  infinite  perplexities. 
Through  the  backwardnefs  of  the  Vemtiam^  he  was  greatly 
in  arrears  to  his  troops,  who  he  was  afraid  would  mutiny. 
He  could  not  truft  to  the  Florentinsty  whom  he  knew  to  be 
flridly  allied  with  the  Venetians^  now  his  declared  enemies.  He 
could  expe^  little  aOiftance  from  the  rdgning  pope,  who  was 
Nicholas  V.  becaufe  he  was  in  poileifion  of  great  part  of  the 
church's  patrimony ;  and  the  king  of  Naples  had  always  pro* 
fefled  himfelf  to  be  his  implacable  adverfary.  He  therefore 
wifely  refolved  to  depend  on  his  own  courajge  and  fortune.  , 
He  inftantly  marched  into  the  Bcbgmfi^  pa&d  by  Modena 
and  Riggioy.  and  oflFered  his  fervice  to  the  Aftkmefi  to  defend, 
them  agatnft  the  Venetians.  The  flate  of  Mtian  was  then  SfbrzaTf  « 
greatly  divided.  Some  were  for  converting  their  government  diffic9tkies^ 
into  a  republic,  refembling  that  of  Florence ;  feme  were  for 
Submitting  to  jilpb9nfoy  king  of  Nople^  \  and  foroc  for  receiving 
Sfhrza  for  their  mailer  j  while  others  inclined  to  the  Vettetians. 
1  hofe  differences  were  iK>t  unfavourable  to  Sforza^M  views : 
be  repaired  to  Cremona,  and  there  be  reoeiveo  deputies  from 
the  Milanefe,  who  offered  to  make  him  general  of  their  troops 
upon  the  terms  be  had  concluded  with  the  late  duke^  and  to 
give  him  Brefda  and  Verona^  as  foon  as  be  could  oooqaer  the 
latter.  Pope  Nicholas^  upon  his  accefflon  to  the  popedom, 
with^a  view  of  making  a  general  peace  in  Itafy^  had  propofed 
to  the  Florentine  deputies  a  congreft  at  FerrarOy  to  which  all 
'  the  princes  and.  dates  of  Italy  (hould  fend  plenipotentiaries* 
This  was  agreed  to  by  tbe  Fbrentinesy  and  their  ambaftidoft^ 
with  thofe  from  Venice  und  Mihny  repaired  to  it ;  but  tbe  king 
of  Naples  ftood  out.  He  had  advanced  as  fac  as  TmU  to  the 
alfifiance  of  the  late  duke,  ztiA  threatened  to  force  bis  way 
through  the  jF/9/Yiff/W' territories.  Notwitbftanding  this,  the 
congrefs  at  Ferrara  dill  went  on ;  and,  after  many  debates,  it  Acongrefi 
was  agreed,  that  the  duke  of  Milan  {bould  make  his  choke  ^/Ferrara^ 
either  of  a  perpetual  peace,  or  a  truce  for  five  years ;  bat  tbe 
deputies^  who  were  to  carry  bim  the  option,  found  him 
dead. 
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DMJiom  Notwithstanding  this,  the  regency  cS  Milan  would 
amongJIthehTL^n  ftood  to  the  agreement;  biit  Locli  and  Piacenzoy  two 
K'liianeii;.  places  of  great  importance^  hashing  fubmitted  to  ihe  Venetians 
afcer  the  duke's  death,  the  latter  thought  that  all  x)[\t  Milanefe 
would  follow  their  example,  and  that  they  either  would  force 
or  pcrfuade  the  reft  of  the  late  duke's  fubjecSs  to  fubmit  to 
them.  They  were  the  more  encouraged  in  this,  bccaufe  the 
Florentines^  whom  they  knew  to  be  extremely  jealous  of  rhc 
ballance  of  power  in  lialy^  had  at  this  time  fufficient  employ- 
ment in  oppofingyfij^^ffw/i'spaflage  through  their  ftaie.  He 
PragYef5of\\^A  already  made  himfelf  mafter,  by  a  confplracy,  of  the 
Alpbonfo.  Q%f\\^  o{  Cennima^  in  the  upper  vale  oi  Amo  ;  which  aUrmed 
the  Florentines  fo  much,  that  they  immediately  appointed  their 
ten  field-deputies,  and  made  preparations  for  war  with  fo 
much  vigour,  that  Alphonfo  marched  into  the  Siennefi^  in 
hopes  to  bring  that  city  to  join  him.  The  inhabitants,  bow- 
ever,  were  fo  faithful  to  their  attachments  to  Florence^  that  all 
he  could  obtain  from  them  was  fome  provifion  tor  his  army, 
which  they  durft  not  refufe  hiip.  By  this  time  the  Florentines 
had  an  army  on  foot,  and  had  retaken  Cennima,  Alphonfo^ 
upon  that,  took  feveral  forts  in  the  Volterran;  and  fiom 
thence  he  marched  to  the  Pi/an  territories,  and  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  fome  places,  by  the  favour  of  the  counts  ofGhirar- 
de/ca  J  but  he  failed  in  his  defign  upon  Gampegli,  the  winter 
being  far  advanced,  and  the  place  making  a  ftrong  refiftancc; 
fo  that,  after  throwing  garrifons  into  the  plates  he  had  talcen^ 
he  went  into  winter-quarters  in  the  Siennefe.^ 

He  was  no  fooner  retired  than  the  FUrentines  took  the  field, 
in  the  depth  of  a  moft  bitter  winter.  Their  generals  were 
Frederic  lord  of  Urbinoy  and  Gifmond  Malatejia ;  and  fome  dif- 
ferences, that  fubfifted  between  them,  being  reconciled  by  the 
prudence  of  CeT^^^/  and  Bernardo  de  Medici j  they  not  only 
retook  all  the  towns  the  Florentines  had  loft  in  the  territories 
of  Pi/a  and  Volterra^  but  ftraitened  the  Neapolitans  in  their 
quarters.  Spring  coming  on,  both  armies  received  reinforce* 
ments ;  though  that  of  Alphonfoy  confifting  of  fifteen  thou- 
fand  inen,  was  by  far  theftrongeft.  The  Florentines  marched 
to  SpadalettOy  and  the  Neapolitans  to  Campegli ;  but,  turning 
^Ugf  of  fuddenly  oflF,  they  befieged  Piombinoy  a  place  of  the  utnu>ft 
PiomSino^  importance  both  to  Florence  and  Pifa.  This  laid  the  Floren- 
tines under  great  difficulties:  they  armed  four  veflels  which 
they  had  at  Leghorn^  and  feat  them  to  PiomhinOf  with  three 
.  hundred  men  on  board ;  while  the  main  body  of  their  army 
took  poft  at  Caldacce^  from  whence  they  could  harrafs  the 
kefiegcrs.  While  they  were  in  this  ftation,  they  fullered  great 
diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions,  cfpccially  wine  5   while  they 
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perceived  that  their  enemy's  army  had  plenty  of  every  tMng 
brought  them  by  fea.     They  attempted  to  fupply  thcmfelves 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  but  their  fiilps  were  intercepted  by  Jl- 
phanfo's  ^allies,  and  two  of  them  taken,    while  the  others 
were  obliged  to  put  back.     This  difappointmcnt  raifed  a  kind 
of  mutiny  in  the  Florentine  army,  fo  that  many  of  them  dcferted 
to  Alplxinfo ;  and  even  thofe  that  remained  refufed   to  fcrve 
longer  in  a  place  where  they  were  expofed  to  parching  heats, 
without  either  wine  or  wholfome  water  to  drink.    This  obliged 
the  generals  to  move  their  camp.     But  Alphonfos  army,  tho' 
plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions,  began  now  to  be  infcflcd 
with  peftilential  difeafes,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  was  fet  on 
foot.     The  terms  demanded  by  Alphnfo  were^  that  he  (hould 
be  paid  fifty  thoufand  ducats  for  the  expence  of  the  war,  and 
be  put  in  poileilion  of  Piombino^     The  Florentines  were  fo  tired 
of  the  war,  that  they  were  inclinable   to  have  accepted  of 
thofe  lerms;  when  Capponiy  arriving  at  the  army,  perfua^^ed 
them  to  rejeft  them,  and  to  indemnify  the  lord  of  PiofnlAno 
ior  the  vigorous  defence  the  place  had  made,  which, the  Fh- 
rerMnes  unaninioufly  agreed  to  do.     When  Alphonfo  heard  of 
this  refolution,  he  found  himfeif  under  the  neceflity  of  fljame* 
fujly  raifing  the  fiege,  after  lofing  two  thoufand  men  before  "^^icb  is 
the  place  ;  and  he  retreated  firft  to  Sienna^  and  from  thence  ^^fi^- 
to  his  own  country,  menacing  to  return  next  fpring,  and  to 
be  revenged  for  the  affronts  and  injuries  he  had  received.     In 
the  mean  while,  Sforza  brought  over  to  his  views  young  P/V/- 
ninoi  and  taking  the  field,  hd  marched  againft  Pav'ta,     The  Prognfs  ^ 
inhabitants  were  in  no  condition   to  refift  him;  but  had  a^^*^''^* 
ftrong  averfion  to  the  Milanefe  government,  and  therefore  of- 
fered to  give  up  their  city  to  Sfofxay  provided  he  did  not  fub- 
je£l  them  to  the  Milanefe,     He  would  gladly  have  embraced 
their  offer,  and  have  performed  the  condition ;  but  he  had 
fome  meafures  ftill  to  keep  with  the  Milanefe  \  and  a  new 
power,  that  of  the  duke  of  Savo^}^  now  ftarted  up  in  Italy^ 
and  threatened  an  akeration  in  her  political  fyflem.     By  ac-- 
cepting  of  the  government  o(  Pavia^  he  was  afraid  of  exafpe- 
rating  the  Milanefe^  fo  as  to  make  them  throw  themfelves 
under  the  protection  or  government  of  the  Venetians  v  and  if 
he^did  not  accept  of  it,  there  was  a  party  within  the  place 
ready  to  give  it  up  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,    He  thought,  how* 
ever,  the  confequence  of  accepting  was  preferable  to  that  of 
refufing  it.     He  accordingly  took   poffeflion  of  Pavia^  for 
which  he  apologized  to  the  Milanefe  by  urging,  that  it  was 
much  fafer  for  them  that  he  (hould  have  it,  than  either  the 
Venetians  or  the  dukeof  5/7^;iy.     This  excufe  would  not  have 
Jatisfied  the  Milanefe^  had  they  not  been  befet  with  other  dif- 
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ficultics,  and  fecretly  dctcfted  the  Venetians.  They  fecmrd* 
therefore  ta  take  all  that  ^re^  had  done  in  good  part)  and 
be  continued  to  head  their  troops. 

CHARLES  of  Orleans^  nephew  to  the  late  duke  of 
A£lan  by  his  fifter,  was  a  pretender,  in  right  of  blood,  to  that 
dutchy,  and  he  was  abetted  by  the  duke  of  Sav9y  and  the  Ge- 
noeft'y  but  his  pretenfions  were  foon  quieted  by  Sforza^  who 
was  employed  againft  him :  while  the  Venetians^  fupported  by  a 
ftrong  party  amongft  the  Milanefe  themfelves,  carried  on  the 
war  with  great  advantage,  being  ftill  matters  of  Lodi  and 
Piacenza,  Sforza^  with  great  difiiculty,  retook  Piacenza; 
and  had  the  ytnetiam  been  willing  to  have  given  up  LoM^  a 
peace  mud  have  enfued :  fb  much  did  they  fmart  under  the 
burden  of  the  war,  and  fo  jealous  they  were  of  their  general, 
whom  they  were  obliged  to  truft.  They  fent  him  orders  to 
befie^e  Caravaggioy  which,  againft  his  inclination,  he  obeyed ; 
and  the  Venetians^  in  attempting  to  raife  the  fiege*,  received 
the  greateft  defeat  they  bad  ever  (uftained,  not  above  one 
thoufand  of  their  horfe,  out  of  twelve  thoufand,  efcapin^ 
After  this,  Sforzoy  who,  according  to  Machictoel ",  behaved 
with  great  mat^naqimity,  marched  into  the  Brefdan  territory) 
within  two  miles  of  that  city^ 
f^^  FIft-  The  Venetians^  after  their  defeat  At  CaravaggU^  and  co!-» 
rentines  |c<aing  the  broken  remains  of  their  troops^  perceived  that  their 
^ft  f^  fureft  reJburcc  lay  in  the  FlorentMs.  All  they  aimed  at,  was 
^'*®"  to  be  in  a  conditbn  to  make  a  tolerable  peace;  which  they 
*"***•  foon  effefled  by  the  frefli  levies  they  made,  and  the  affiftance  cf 
two  thoufand  horfe  and  one  thoufand  foot  fent  them  by  the 
Florentines^  who  were  now  unmolefted  by  Jlphonfo.  Their 
view  was  to  make  a  feparate  peace  with  Sforza^  to  render  him 
the  more  odious  to  the  Milanefe.  Sforza^  on  the  other  hand, 
knowing  on  what  terms  he  ftood  with  the  latter,  readily  came 
into  the  propofal.  A  treaty  was  concluded,  by  wliich  Sfcrza 
agreed  to  return  to  the  Venetians  ?X\  the  plunder,  prifoners, 
and  places,  that  had  been  taken  from  them  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war ;  while  they  were  to  affift  him  with  twenty- five  thou*" 
fand  florins  a  month,  four  thoufand  foot,- and  two  thoufand 
horfe,  till  he  bad  conquered  Afilan.  The  news  of  this  treaty 
arriving  at  that  city^  reduced  iht  MiUmefe  to  fucfa  defpair^ 
that  they  fent  ambafladors,  not  to  treat  with  Sforza^  but  to 
revile  and  upbraid  him  with  his  condud.  This  they  did  in 
the  moft  bitter  manner,  denouncing  the  heavieft  imprecations 
upon  him  and  his  pofterity  for  his  treachery  and  ingratitude 
towards  their  flate.     Sforza  heard  them  without  any  apparent 
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emotion,  and  recriminated  upon  them  the  charge  of  Ingrati- 
tude, appealing  to  heaven  for  the  redlitude  of  his  condu^* 
The  deputies  ieaving  him,  Sforza  immediately  advanced  vi^ith 
his  army  to  M'dan^  which  was  defended  by  the  inhabitants 
under  Francis  and  Jacobs  the  two  fons  of  Ptcininoy  from  their 
hereditary  hatred  to  Sforza.  The  Mllaneje  hoped  to  defend 
themfelves  till  Sforza  and  the  Venetians  {hx)uld  quarrel,  an 
event  by  no  means  improbable.  Sforzdy  on  the  other  hand, 
to  keep  the  Venetians  firm  to  his  incerefl,  relinquiflied  tochem 
the  fine  city  of  Crema^  fituated  on  the  river  Serehlo  in  the  Cre-^ 
mafcoy  if  they  could  conquer  it ;  apd  having  fubdued  all  the 
milanefe  to  the  gates  of  that  capital,  be  formally  befieged  * 
it.  . 

The  inhabitants,  .finding  that  they  mud  fubmir,  made  an  Aptact. 
attempt  upon  the  humanity  of  the  Venetians^  whom  they  con* 
jured,  by  all  the  bonds  of  liberty  and  ancient  friendfliip,  not 
to  give  them  up  to  a  tyrant,  whofe  ambition  was  infatiable^ 
and  which,  if  fuccefsfd,  would  prove  a  fcourge  to  Venia  it* 
felf.    The  Venetians  were  then  preffing  the  fiege  of  Crema^     " 
which  they  refolved  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of  before  they 
gave  the  Milanefe  an  explicit  anfwer.    They  however  privately 
promifed  them  affiftance-;   and   having  talcen  Crema^  while 
S/^rxa's  foldiers  were  plundering  the  fuburbs  of  Milan^   they 
then  openly  declared  their  intention  to  make  peace  with  the 
Milanefe^  which  they  foon  did,  by  promifing  to  defend  Milan 
in  the  poffefSon  of  its  newly  acquired  liberty.    They  next  in- 
timated the  peace  they  had  made  to  Sforza^  and  ordered  their 
'   troops  under  him  to  withdraw  from  his  army,  allowing  him 
twenty  days  to  come  to  a  refolution  upon  bis  being  included 
in  the  peace,  or  not.    Sforza^  though  he  bad  long  forefeen  it, 
was  Chocked  at  this  agreement.    He  kept  the  Venetian  depu- 
ties for  two  days  about  his  perfon,  without  returning  thenv 
^ny  anfwer ;  but  at  laft  he  pretended  a  readinefs  to  accede  to 
the  peace,  and  nominated  ambalTadors  to  repair  to  Milan^  and  ' 

ratify  it.  He  gave  them,  however,  fecret  injlruftions  to  raife 
^uil:^es  and  difficulties,  ki  order  to  gain  time,  and  not  to  rar- 
tify  it  at  all.  We  are  sow  to  return  to  the  ^fcirs  Qf  Florence^ 
which,  in  the  fobfequent  <part  of  the  hiftory,  could  not  have 
.been  undeiflood,  without  relating  what  bad  happened  in  Ltm- 
iardj. 

I'kough  Florence  at  this  time  was  neutral  in  the  diQmtq? 
between  the  Venetians  ^ind  the;  Afil^n^ey  yet  jt  was  the  foenp 
of  great  intrigue  and  aSion.  The  Ttgrh  were  then  fo  powcrr 
M,  that  they  threatened  the  extinfUon  of  the  Greek  empire^;- 
the  head  of  which,  John  Paleologusy  had  promifed  to  fubmit 
to  the  Latin^chixrcb,  provided  the'W-cftero  powers  would  affiil 
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him  againft  the  infidels.      Though   this  offer  was   highly 
againft  the  fentiments  both  of  his  clergy  and  his  people,  yet 
the  glory  of  converting  a  Greek  emperor  was  too  important  a 
circumftance  for  the  pope  to  difregard.     The  council  of  Bajil^ 
who  declared  itfelf  fupcrior  to  the  pope,  had  voted  money 
and  (hips  for  bringing  the  emperor  over  to  that  city,  .where 
they  intended  to  fettle  the  reconciliation.    The  pope  was  then 
A.  D.     at  Florence  \  but  he  had  his  emiflaries  at  Baftl,  who  furrcpti- 
'439*     tioufly  voted,  that  the  emperor  fhould  be  received  at  Florence 
' or  ferrara^  to  which  laft  city  the  pope  had  adjourned  the  af- 
fembly.     They  even  broke  open^  the  "box  where  the  feals  of 
the  council  lay,  and  affixed  them  to  this  impudent  forgery, 
which  they  had  reduced  mto  the  form  of  a  decree.     The 
pope's  gallies,  being  ready  before  thofe  of  the  council,  re- 
paired to  Conjlantinople^  with  money  fufficient  for  the  expences 
of  the  emperor ;  and  there  they  took  him  on  board,  with  his 
patriarch,  and  a  few  of  his  clergy,  who  vvere  willing,  for  con- 
veniency,  to  follow  his  example.     The  pope  received  them  at 
Jrri<vaIof  ^^^^^^^^  where,  after  a  few  ridiculous  difputes,  they  were  rc- 
ihe  Greek  concilcd  to  the  Roman  church  ;  but  neither  the  emperor  nor 
emperor  in  his  clergy  kifled  the  toe  of  his  holinefs,  or  in  the  leaft  de- 
Italy,         fcendcd  from  the  dignity  of  their  characters.       i 

From  Ferrara  the  pope  adjourned  the  council  to  Florence^ 
as  being  a  nobler  fcene  for  his  triumph,  and  there  the  recon- 
ciliation was  to  be  fully  and  finally  completed.     According  xo 
Aretin  **,  no  fewer  than  five  hundred  Greeks  were  then  at  Flo- 
rence  ;  amongft  whom,  befides  the  emperor  and  the  patriarch, 
were  the  emperor's  brother,  many  archbifliops  and  bifhops, 
and  other  perfons  of  the  higheft  diftindion  and  leaining. 
Every  thing  fucceeded  as  the  pope,  who  was  a  man  of  great 
temper  as  well  as  abilities,  propofed.    The  Greek  ecclefiaftics 
embraced  the  opinion  of  purgatory;  and  the  emperor,  the  pa- 
triarch,  and  the  other  prelates,  fubfcribed  to  the  fupremacy  of 
the  Roman  church. 
Difputes         Scarcely  was  this  great  tranfaflion  finilbed,  when  the 
hetnueen     ftate  of  affairs  in  Lombardy  fell  under  the  confideration  of  the 
Cofmo       Florentines^  and  revived  the  fadions  in  their  city.     The  tem- 
and  Cap-  porizing  conduct  of  Sforza^  who  made  a  truce  for  a  month 
poni.  with  the  JMilanefey  and  had  withdrawn  his  troops,  deceived 

both  them  and  the  Venetians.  The  former,  no  longer  op- 
prefled  by  his  army,  grew  indolent  and  unguarded ;  and  the 
Venetians^  thinking  peace  as  good  as  concluded,  gave  over  all 
preparations  for  continuing  the  war.  Sforza  improved  this 
breathing  time  to  his  own  {^urpofes.    During  it,  he  recruited 
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and  fefrelhwd  his  army,  and  applied  to  the  FloreKitnes  for 
affiftance.  His  chief  reliance  was  on  Cofmo  de  Alcdia^  who 
bad  always  proved  himfclf  his  friend,  and  in  his  greaieft  dif- 
ficulties had  fupplied  him  out  of  his  private  pufle;  but  when 
Cofmo  prdpofed  to  the  magiftracy  that  Sforza  Oiould  be  fup- 
poited,  he  met  with  p^reat  appofiiion.  Niri  di  Copfoni  was  at 
the  head  of  a  powerful  party,  who  declared  for  aiiifting  the 
Milanefe  to  the  utmoft  in  prcfcrving  their  liberty  ;  and  that  it 
was  for  the  intcreftof  Florence  that  ///?/>' fhould  be  divideii  into 
as  many  fmall  ftates  as  poffible.  They  added,  that,  if  either 
Sforza  or  the  Venetians  fliould  acquire  the  maftery  of  Mibn^ 
Florence  would  then  have  too  pt^werCul  a  neighbour  j  but  that, 
feparatcly,  each  might  be  a  ufeful  ally. 

COSMO'S  party  thought  ihzx.  Capponi  urged  thofe  rea- 
fons,  however  fpecious  and  indepd  folid  they  might  be,  againft 
pfonuiy  only  becaufe  he  was  Cofmoh  friend.  1  his  rendered 
the  latter  more  vigorous  in  defence  of  his  opinion  :  he  urged, 
that  the  Milanefe  were  fo  over-run  with  fadion,  and  wtic  (o 
impcrfeft  in  their  ideas  of  civil  government,  that,  if  \th  to 
themfelves,  they  would  foon  forfeit  their  liberty ;  and  that 
Sforza  was  an  ally  far  preferable  to  the  Venetians ;  that  it  was 
more  probable  that  Milan  would  yield  to  hiiji  than  to  the  Vc- 
netiansy  becaufe  he  had  within  it  a  ftrong  party,  and  they 
none-,  and  that  the  Florentines^  by  their  indecifion,  might 
forfeit  his  favour. 

Those  debates,  managed  by  two  citizens  of  fuch  emi- 
nence and  abilities  as  Cofmo  and  Capp*>ni  were,  kept  Florence 
for  fomc  time  in  fufpence  ;  and  at  laft  the  magiftracy  came  to 
a  rcfolution,  favouring  of  the  policy  of  the  times,  which  was 
to  fend  deputies  to  Sforza^  who,  if  they  found  him  powerful 
and  prevalent,  were  to  agree  to  grant  him  all  his  demands  ;  if 
otherwifc,  to  accufe  him  with  delays  and  diiRcultie^.  But  by 
this  time,  both  Sforza  and  the  Venetians  had  taken  the  field. 
Though  it  wag  ftill  winter,  the  Venetians  had  advanced  to  the 
banks  of  the  Addfi ;  from  whence  they  fent  agents  to  Adilan^ 
with  mighty  promifes  of  fuccefs  againft  Sforza^  if  the  inha* 
bitants  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  hold  out  for  a  little  time. 
The  elded  Picinino  was  now  dead,  and  the  cornmand  of  thtf 
Milanefe  garrifon  devolved  upon  his  brother  Jacob \  and,  during 
the  winter,  Sforza  had  fevcral  (kirmilhes  with  the  Vcnciiansy 
who  were  hated  by  Pandolfo  Malate/la.  After  many  delibej- 
rations,  whether  Mila/i  ihould  be  relieved  by  hazarding  a 
battle,  or  by  the  Venetians  keeping  the  pofts  where  they  were, 
by  which  they  greatly  ftraitened  Sforza's  army,  now  in  want 
of  forage  and  provifions,  Pandcl/:/'s  opinion  prevailed  for  th^ 
latter  5  and  the  rather,  becaufc  the  greater  the  neceffitics  to 
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which  the  Milanefe  were  drivei^,  they  would  the- more  readily 
fubmit  to  the  Venetians •  ^ 

Si^e  0/        But  neceffity,  on  this  occafion,  cut  afunder  the  lines  of 
Milan.       policy.     In  proportion  as  Sforza  himfelf  was  ftraitened,  he 
ftraitened  the  inhabitants  of  AClan^  till  multitudes  died  of 
mere  want  in  their  ftreets,  and  ^fcontent  and  murmurs  filled 
the  whole  eity.     Two  perfons,  who  had  entered  into  a  di(^ 
courfe  about  the  public  miferies,  being  overheard  by  others 
who  joined  them,  as  they  were  by  others,  till  the  company 
grew  great,  and  their  clamours  outrageous.    They  then  chofe 
one  ^QJper  of  Vkomeriato  for  their  leader,  broke  into  the  pa- 
lace of  their  magiftrates,  where  they  put  to  death  all  who  did 
not  fave  themfelves   by  flight,  and  tore  in  pieces  Leonard 
FlneitOy  the  Venetian  ambaflador,   whom  they  looked  upon 
as  the  main  fpring  of  all  their  miferics.     They  next  began 
to  confider  how  they  were  to  pr<5ceed.     Some  were  for  fub- 
mitting  to  the  French  king,  fome  to  the  king  of  Naples^  and 
fome   to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  but  fo  inveterate  they  were 
againft  S/orzay  that  none  mentioned  him.     At  laft  y^fper^ 
who  had    gained  great  authority  over    the  alTembly,   find- 
ing them  irr^concileably  undetermined  amongft  themfelves, 
propofed  Sforv^a  to  be  the  mafter  of  Milan,     He  proved  to  his 
fellow  citizens  that  their  prefent  condition  was  fuch,  that  it 
could  admit  of  no  uncertainties  or  delays;  that  though  Sfor%a 
had  been  their  enemy,  yet  he  was  a  brave  man,  and  the  moft 
likely  perfon  in  the  world  to  proted  them ;  and  that  he  had 
been  forced  by  the  falfhood  and  injuftice  of  the  Venetians^  and 
the  other  ilates'  of  Italy ^  to  do  all  that  he  had  done  againft 
them.     In  ihort,  that  as  it  was  now  evident  they  muft  part 
with  their  liberty,  they  could  not  chufe  a  better  mafter.    This 
fpeech  was  received  with  wonderful  applaufe,  and  the  aflembly 
were  more  unanimous  in  making  Sforza  their  mafter,  than 
they  had  been  in  declaring  him  their  enemy.     ^afpervfz%  then 
fent  their  ambaflador  to  give  him  the  invitation ;  and  Mikny  00 
the  26th  of  February^  ^4S0»  with  the  utmoft  joy  and  magni* 
ficence,  received  Sforza  as  its  mafter. 
State  of         This  news  reaching  Florence^   couriers  were  dtfpatched 
Italy.      -  after  the  deputies,  now  on  their  road  to  Sforza^s  camp,  with 
orders  not  totreat  with  him,  but  to  congratulate  him  upon  his 
acceilion  to  the  fovereignty  of  Milan.    Sforza  received  the 
/77r/i7//»^  ambafladors  with  demonftrations  of  the  moft  cordial 
friendfliip,  as  coming  from  the  only  people  in  Italy  on  whom 
he  could  rely  as  his  natural  allies.  Thus  Italy  was  divided  into 
two  parties;  the  one  confiftjng  of  the  Neapolitans  and  the  Ve^ 
netiansy  and  the  other  of  the  Florentines  and  the  Milanefi. 
Alpbonfo  and  the  ^r;i^/Mnfi  entered  into  a  formal  league,  oy 
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which  it  Was  agreed,  that  be  (hould  fall  upon  the  Florentines^ 
and  they  upon  the  Milanefe.'  To  give  fomc  colour  of  juftice 
to  this  proceeding,  both  Alphonfo  and  the  Venetians^  who  had 
leagues  ftill  fubfiftin^  with  the  Florentines,  fent  ambaffadors 
to  Florence  to  declare^  that  their  league  was  purely  defenfivc; 
and  yet  the  Venetians  entered  complaints  which  they  thought 
might  juftify  their  ading  offenfivcly.  They  accufed  the  /%- 
tentines  of  having  given  paflage  to  Alexander,  Sforza's,  brother 
with  his  troops  into  Lombaxdy\  and  that  they  had  been  the 
means  of  Sforzd's  reconciliation  with  the  marquis  of  Mantua. 

COS  mO  de  Medici  was,  by  the  Florentine  fenate  or  ma^  Alliances 
giftracy,  appointed  to  anfwer  their  cortiplaints.     He  did  this  bet<ween 
by  putting  the  Venetian  ambafladors  in  mind  of  the  vift  acqui-  /^f  Florefi- 
iitions  of  power  and  territory  their  republic  had  made  by  the  tiness^ffi 
affiftance  of  Florence^  that  the  matters  they  complained  of  Sforza. 
were  mere  trifles,  and  that,  in  all  events,  the  Venetians  might 
find  their  enmity  as  prejudicial  to  them;  as  their  friendfhip 
had  proved  advantageous.     With  this  anfwer  the  ambafTadors 
departed;  but  Sforza  and  the  Florentines  knowing  their  own 
danger,  entered  into  freOi  engagenients  with  each  other,  and 
prepared  for  the  worft.     iThe  erigagements  between  Alphonfo 
and  the  Venetians  foon  began  to  unfold  the'Sifelves,  by  ail  thfr 
fubjeds  oi  Florence  being  baniflied,  without  any  reafon  given; 
out  of  the  territories  of  Naples  and  Venice.    Immediately  after   . 
this,  the  Venetians  collefted  together  all  the  exiles'  of  Bologna^ 
which  ftill  continued  to  be  governed  by  Santi  Bentivoglio]  the 
firm  friend  of  the  Florentines,   '  Their  defign  was  to  introduce 
thofe  exiles,  and  a  b6dy  of  troops  by  the  common  fewcrs,  in 
which  they  fucceeded  fo  far,  that  they  never  were  difcovered 
till  they  were  in  the  heart  of  the  city.    Santi  was  awakened 
but  of  his  fleep  with  an  alarm  that  the  rebels  were  in  poflcf- 
fion  of  Bologna.    He  was  advifed  to  fave  himfclf  by  flight,  as 
the  city  was  thought  to  be  irrecoverably  loft  ;  but  he  bravely 
faced  the  danger,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  friends  and 
the  wcU-afFeAioned  citizens^  defeated  the  confpirators,  drove 
them  out  of  the  city,  and  by  his  valour  fully  ^pirovcd  himfelf 
to  be  of  the  Bentivoglio  blood. 

The  Florentines  conMertd   this  attempt  upon  Bologna  asy'^^pj^^^ 
being  aimed  againftthem;  and  prepared  for  war  by  levying  rentines 
new  troops,  and  creating  the  council  of  ten  field-deputies.  rWr«/^ 
Befbrc  they  proceeded  to  aflion  they  fent  deputies  to  Rome,  *war  iwtB 
Naples,'  Venice,  Aftlan,  and  Sienna^  which  l*ft  ftate  of  late/^^  king  cf 
had  linked  itfelf  with  the  Venetians,  to  juftify  their  condufl:,  Naples. 
and  to  complain  of  the  late  attempt  upon  Bologna.    The  pope 
was  too  deeply  engaged  in  controverfies  with  the  council  of 
Bdjil,  to  take  any  part  in  the  quarrel,  farther  than  by  giving 
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the  deputies  good  words.     Alphonfo^  who  by  this  time  fecretlf^ 
thought  the  Venetians  were  bfxoming  too  powerful,  invented 
excufes  for  having  baniihed  the  Florentines  out  of  his  domi- 
nions, and  offered  paiFports  to  all  thofe  who  chofe  to  return  : 
but,  notwithftanding  this  fair  language,  the  deputies  could 
eafily  fee  that  he  harboured  refentment  in  his  heart  againft 
their  country.     The  Venetianf^  who  in  reality  at  that  juncture 
afpired  to  the  fovereignty  of  all  Lombardyy  excufed  themfelvcs, 
on  account  of  their  engagements  with  Alphonfoy  from  admit- 
ting the  Florentine  deputies  into  their  tetritories;  and   they 
went  fo  far  in  their  enmity  to  the  Florentines^  as  to  folicit  the 
emperor  o( Con/lantinople  to  prohibit  their  trading  io  hisdomi* 
nions;  but  he  rcjeded  theirj^queft.     The  Sfennefe  gzye  the 
Florentine  deputies  a  courteous  reception,  becaufe  their  allies 
were  not  yet  prepared  to  fupport  them. 
Thekingof    The  implacable  fpirit  the  ^<7r^//W  *difcovered  againft  the 
Tr^nceami  Florentines y  fcrved  but  to  ftrengthen  the  conne<Slions  of  the 
fjhe  Ge-     latter  with  S/orza^  who  brought  the  Genoeji  into  their  alii* 
noeCejoin  ance,  and  compromifed  all  ancient  difFerenccs  between  them 
theVloTcn-  and  the  Florentines.    Soon  after,,  'the  Ftiench  king  became  a 
^^''         paity  in  the  fame  league;  and  his  acceflion   to  it  was  pre- 
claimed  by  the  FUrentines  and  their  allies  with  great  pomp^ 
throughot/t  all  their  dominions. 
Tkeempe-       The  Florentines^  thus  encouraeed  and  ftrengthened,  re- 
ror  comes   fu^d  to  admit  the  Venetian  ambaiTadors  into  Florence^  where 
/fl  Italy,     they  intended,   in  conjunflion  with  Jlphonfo*^  minifter,  to 
juftify  the  conduft  of  their  refpcflive  mailers  5  and  Alphmfifs 
ambaflador  refufcd  to  go  by  himfelf.    In  the  mean  time  Fre* 
derick  UI.  emperor  of  Germany.^  arrived  in  Itabf.    His  bufineis 
there  was  to  receive  the  crown  of  Lombard  from  the  pope, 
and  to  meet  Eleanora^  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Portugal^ 
who  had  keen  efpoufcd  to  him  in  marriage,  and  who  arriving 
at  Pifa  was  conduced  to  Sienna.    As  to  the  emperor  himfelf 
various  are  the  reports  concerning  his  journey.    Some  (ay  he 
was  fo  poorly  attended,  that  he  was  attacked  and  robbed  by  the 
banditti,  and  fcarcely  efcaped  with  hblife;  while  others  pre- 
tend *  that  he  travelled  with  great  magnificence.    The  latter 
is  moft  probable,  as  Machiavel  ^  tells  us,  that  on  the  30th  of 
January i  I45i>  he  entered  Florence^  attended  by  four  hundred 
horfe,  and  Oayed  till  the  6th  of  Februrayt^  receiving  from  the 
fenate  all  the  honours  due  to  his  high  ftation.  We  know  of  no 
particular  affairs  he  tranfafted  in  Florence.     Sforza\  cftabliih* 
ment  in  Milan  was  but  yet  new,  nor  was  he  well  afFedled  to 
the  emperor;  fo  that  the  latter  durft  not  venture  to  repair  to 
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Jlftlan^  to  receive  what  is  called  ih«  iron  crown,  by  which 
vthc  Germanic  emperors  were  crowhdd  kings  of  Lorhbardji  The 
pope  however  crowned  him  at  Rome;  and  in  ihe  following 
May  he  and  his  emprefs  returned  to  Florence,  where  he  was 
received  with  the  fame  honours  as  before;  and  during  this 
journeyj  he  rtiadc  Borji  d*EJie^  rtlarquis  of  Ferrara,  duke  of 
Modtna  and  Reggio^  as  a  reward  for  his  fervices  in  perfuading 
ihe  people  to  grant  him  the  tutelage  of  young  Ladijlaus^  king 
of  Bohemia. 

Most  of  this  year,  and  the  beginning  of  1452,  was  fpcnt     ^^  p^ 
by  the  Florentinesy  as  well  as  the  Venetians  and  the  other  pow-     1452' 
ers  concerned,  in  forming  alliances,  or  making  preparations  Succefs  of 
fot  the  enfuing  war.     In  the  month  of  May  the  Venetians ^  and  Sforza. 
their  ally  the  marquis  of  Moritferrdt^  entered  the  Milanefe  at 
the  fame  time;  the  former  with  fourteen  thoufand  horfe  and 
fix  thoufand  foot  by  the  way  of  Lodi^  and  the  latter  by  that  of 
Alexandria,    Sforza  was  not  wanting  to  himfelf:  his  army 
confifted  of  eighteen  thoufand  horfe  arid  three  thoufand  foot; 
^nd  having  thrown  ftrong  garrifofts  into  Aleffmdria  and  Lodi^ 
he  carried  the  war  into  the  enemies  country  by  deflroying  Bref- 
cianoy  and  taking  many  inconfiderable  places,  tho*  without 
forming  any  important  fie^e :  but  the  marquis  of  Moniferrat 
was  defeated  near  AUffandria  by  Sforza^s  troops. 

About  the  time  that  the  war  in  Lombardy  was  renewed,  TSr  Nca- 
the  Neapolitans  invaded  Tufcany  with  twelve  thoufand  men,  politans 
commanded  by  Ferdinand^  eldeft  fon  to  Alphonfo^  and  Frede-  '^^^ 
rid  of  Urblno.     Machlavel  *  gives  us  the  mott  coiitemptible  Jufcany, 
idea  of  this  expedition.     The  operations  of  the  invaders  began  /^^' 
by  the  fiegc  of  Foiana  (perhsps  the  modern  Focognano)  in  the   ^ 
vale  of  Chiana\  the  only  defence  of  which  was  a  pitiful  caflle 
and  a  very  weak  wall,  the  whole  garrifon  being  no  more  than 
two  hundred   men.      Ferdinand^    favoured   by  the  Slennefe^ 
through  whofe  country  he  marched,  befieged  this  place  with 
all  his  army,  thirty-fix  days  before  he  could  take  ic.     The 
Florentines  made  ufe  of  this  time  to  ftrengthcn  their  garrifons 
and  reinforce  their  army,  whilft  the  Neapolitans  marched  far- 
ther into  the  vale  of  Chiana^  where  they  were  baffled  in  all  the 
fieges  they  attempted   before  caflles  and  towns,  which    in 
the  days  of  Macbiavel  were,  for  their  weaknefj,  deemed  to 
be  untenable,  and  therefore  flighted.     The  Florentines  at  that 
time  had  on  foot  an  army  of  eight  thoufand  men,  under  AJlerra 
of  Faenza  and  Glfmond  Malaiejla  ;   but  perceiving  their  ene- 
mies  to  be  fo  aukward  and  unexperienced  in  the  field,  they 
kept  upon  the  defenfive,  knowing  well  that  their  chief  towns 

*  Machiavel,  iook  vi. 

U  2  ^erc 


Digitized 


by  Google 


zgi  The  Hiftory  of  Florence, 

were  in  no  danger,  and  that  their  enemies  rnufk  wade  theiti'* 
felves  in  their  idle  attempts.  Ferdinand  at  laft  laid  fiegc  to  - 
Cajielma^  which  lies  in  the  vale  of  Chiana^  within  ten  miles 
of  Sienha;  but  though  it  was  a  very  inconfiderable  place  by 
art  and  nature,  he  was  obliged,  after  laying  forty-fix  days  be- 
fore it,  (hamefully  to  abandon  the  fiege.  Ferdlnandy  how- 
ever, all  this  time  fent  out  parties,  which  fcoured  the  open 
country  within  fix  miles  of  Florence^  but  were  unable  to  tak# 
the  fmalleft  town. 

While  the  ficge  of  Caftelma  was  carrying  on,  the  Neapo-- 
litans  had  brought  up  a  fquadron  of  about  twenty  gallies,  car- 
rying fome  land  troops,  which  lay  T)(FP//a,  and  furprized  the 
town  of  Vada  in  the  Volttrran^  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Cecina^  from  whence  they  annoyed  the  neighbouring 
country;  but  they  were  foon  confined  within  their  walls  and 
fhips  by  fonie  troops  which  the  Flarentinei  fent  againft  them. 
The  inaftivity  of  this  campaign  is  fome  proof  that  Alphwf9 
was  irrefolute  as  to  the  part  he  had  toad^  and  that  his  jda* 
loufy  of  the  Venetians  encreafed.  Hitherto  the  Florentines 
feemed  rather  to  fport  with,  than  to  be  terrified  by  his  arms  ; 
but  in  the  (pring  of  the  year  1453,  they  thought  it  was 
high  time  to  retake  the  places  they  had  loft.  Being  reinforced 
with  tu  o  hundred  horfe  under  Alexander  Sforzoy  brother  to 
the  duke  of  MUan^  they  befieged  and  retook  Foianoy  and  with 
fome  difficulty  re-peopled  it,  having  been  abandoned  by  its 
former  mhabitants.  The  town  of  Kcda  waslikewife  regained 
by  the  Florentines^  after  being  fet  fire  to  and  deferred  by  ibef 
Neapolitans^  who  now  behaved  like  robbers  rather  than  fol-> 
diers,  fubfi&ing  by  plunder  andviolence,  without  daring  to 
face  their  enemies  in  the  field. 
Their  at-  Their  fqvereign  Alphonfo  perceiving  how  little  he  gaine<i 
tempt  upon  from  the  Florentines  by  force  of  arms,  now  tried  that  of  aK>neyrf 
the  'vale  o/*The  vale. of  Bagno  had  been  fubjefted  to  the  Florentines  many 
Bagno //ij/^  years,  and  the  lord  of  it,  Gerardo  Garrihatorti,  had  always 
appointed,  f^rved  in  their  armies.  His  caftle,  which  was  called  Corzano^ 
and  eftatc,  lay  convenient  for  making  incurfions  into  the  Ca^ 
fantin  and  the  valley  of  Tevere ;  and  Alphonfo  tampered  with 
him  to  give  them  up  to  him  in  exchange  for  an  eftate  in  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  to  which  Gerardo  agreed.  The  FUren<^ 
tines  had  fome  intimation  of  the  negotiation,  and  fent  a  mef- 
fenger,  who  taxed  Gerardo  with  it ;  hut  he  not  only  folemnly 
difclaimed  it,  but,  pretending  that  be  bimfelf  was  indifpofed, 
fent  his  fon  to  Florence  as  a  plqdge  of  his  fidelity,  of  whicb 
the  Florentines  fcemed  now  to  be  quite  fatisfied.  In  the  mean 
while  the  bargain  being  finiflied  between  Alphonfo  and  Gerardo^ 
the  former  fenc  one  Puccio^  a  knight  oi  Jerufalem^  with  fome 
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troops,  who  took  poiTcffion  of'^ll  the  vale  of  f^^/z^,  except* 
,  ing  the  caftle  oi  Corzune^  greatly  againil  the  inclination  of 
the  inhabitants.  A  brave  young  Pifan^  one  Antonio  Gualandiy 
was  with  Gerardo  when  Puccio  came  to  take  pofleflion  of  the 
ca01e;  and  Gertvrdo  going  to  the  gate  to  admit  him,  Antonio^ 
who  detefted  bis  treachery,  thruft  himoutof  the  gate,  which 
he  locked,  *nd  took  upon  himfelf  the  command  of  the  gar- 
xifon,  who  declared  for  the  Florentines.  The  news  of  this 
fpirited  well-timed  a6tion  (lying  abroad,  the  people  of  Bagno 
had  the  courage  to  take  up  arms  under  the  Florentine  Aandards, 
and  drove  the  Neapolitans  out  of  their  country  ^  Gerardo  him- 
felf  efcaped  with  difficult/,  but  left  his  wife,  family,  and  ef- 
fe£i8,  in  the  hands  of  the  FlorentineSj  who  imprifoned  his 
fon  the  homage,  and  fent  troops  into  the  country/ who  took 
poffciSon  of  all  <?tfrtf/-if'seftate. 

The  pope  was  too  wife  a  man,  and  too  intent  upon  fecur-  Aeonfpira" 
i'^gj  or  rather  regaining,  his  o^n  power  at  Reme^  to  tonctxn  cy  againfi 
hinnfelf  in  the  wars  either  of  Tufcany  or  Lombardy^  His  domi-  '^^  P^P' 
nion,  and  that  of  hfe  clergy,  was  at  that  time  detefted  by  the  ^^fi^^i* 
RoMans-y  and  a  hair-brained  emhufiaft  had,almo(l  expelled 
them  out  of  Rome.  His  name  ww  Stephen  Porca^iy  a  roan  of 
family  and  learning;  but  his  he^d  being  turned  by  reading 
poets,  efpecially  Petrarch^  whom  he  believed  to  be  divinely 
infpired,  and  that  in  one  of  his  fonnets  he  had  pointed  him  out  ■ 
as  the  deliverer  of  Italy^  he  began  to  afFe<S  many  particularities 
ia  his  living  and  drefs,  which  comir>g  to  the  pope's  ears,  made 
him  conclude  that  the  man's  brain  was  afFeded,  and  therefore 
he  conimitted  him  to  the  cuftody  of  the  governor  of  Bologna^ 
not  under  ftrift  confinement,  but  with  orders  that  no  day 
ihould  pafs  without  Stephen  appearing  before  him.  This  re- 
flraint  ferved  but  to.  render  Stephen  the  more  expeditious  and 
affiduous  in  his  great  defign.  He  often  went  and  returned  from 
Bologna  to  Romey  where  he  concerted  matters  with  his  friends 
with  fuch  expedition,  that  the  governor  always  faw  htm  once 
a  Ay;  till,  thinking  his  defign  was  ripe  for  execution,  he 
invited  all  the  heads  of  them  to  a  fupper  at  Romcy  and  appear** 
ing  anfu>ngfl  them  in  a  moft  fumptuous  habit,  he  laid  down 
the  plan  for  executing  the  confpiracy  next  day,  by  feizing  the 
papal  palace,  calling  the  people  to  arms,  and  delivering 
Ronu  from  the  tyranny  of  the  pope  and  his  ecclefiaflics.  The 
aJTemUy^  howevel*,  were  in  the  mean  while  in-  the  papal 
toils ;  all  of  them  were  that  very  night  feized,  and  Stephen, 
and  the  principal  confpirators,  put  to  death. 

T HO*  AlpbonJo*s  invafion  of  Tufcany  had  done  ^^o '  great  j^^*      y. 
damage  to  the  Florentines^  yet  it  had  obliged  them  to  keep  up  Aojou 
4^1  army  at  a  great  cxpence,  of  which  they  fought  to  eaferi^;^^^  /« 
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themfelves.    For  thb  purpofe  they  feni  Jgnoh  Auiahok  at 
their  ambafTador  to  the  court  of  trance^  to  engage  Regnur^ 
commonly  called  Rene  of  Anjou^  who,  as  we  have  fecn,  had 
a  great  claim  upon  the  crown  of  Naples^  to  come  to  Itafy^ 
and  aflert  the  fame  by  joining  the  Flotentims  and  the  duke  of 
Milan.     Regnier  lidened  to  the  propofal ;  and  it  was  a^ed, 
that  the  Florentines  Oiould  pay  him  thirty  tboufand  florins  ready 
money,  and  ten  thoufand  florins  a  month,  upon  hb  entering 
Lombardy  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  fotir  hundred  borfe, 
againft  the  Venetians :  but  when  Rfgnier  was  ready  to  march^ 
the  duke  of  Savoy  and  the  marquis  o{  Montferrat^  allies  to  the 
Venetians^  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  if  he  proceeded  they 
would  oppofe  his  pafTage,  which  Regnier  was  in  no  conditioii 
to  force.     Upon, this,  by  Acciaivol6*s  advice,  he  put  part  of 
his  troops  on  board  tranfports  which  carried  them  to  Lombardy  \ 
and  the  king  of  France  dealt  fo  eflfedually  with  the  duke  of 
Savoyy  that  the  reft  went  by  l^.     Regnier^  who  now  took 
upon  himfelf  the  title  of  king  of  Naples^  was  received  with 
great  marks  of  refpcft  by  Sfhrza^  and  the  French  and  Miknefe 
troops  joining,  they  recovered  frpm  tl^e  Venetians  all  that  they 
had  taken  in  the  Cremonefe^  with  a  great  part  of  the  Brefiiano^ 
and  obliged  the  Venetian  army  to  retire  under  the  walls  of 
Brefcia  icfelf.      The  winter  then  coming  on,  both  armies 
went  into  quarters. 
and  re-         BEFORE  the  fpring  the  politics  of  the  court  of. France  took 
turns.         ^^  uneypeded  turn  ;  and  when  the  duke  of  Milan  prepared 
to  take  the  field,  and  to  finifh  the  conqueft  of  the  Brefdanei^ 
Regnier^  who  had  wintered  at  Piacenza^  informed  the  duke 
that  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  France;  nor  could  S/orzah 
perfonal  application  and  intreaties  detain  liim.     The  truth  is, 
Regnier  had  been  drawn  into  Italy  by  the  Florentines,  without 
any  intention  to  ferve  the  duke  of  Afilan  (to  whofe  dominions 
another  prince  of  the  blood  royal  of  France  laid  claim)  farther 
than  as  he  was  connet^ed  with  the  Florentines,    l^he  latter,  on 
the  other  hand,  never  had  any  dedgn  of  aggrandizing  Sforia 
farther  than  was  confiftent  with  the  ballance  of  power  they 
wiQied  to  maintain  in  Italy,  which  they  thought  had  been  fuflici- 
ently  eftabliflicd  by  his  late  fuccefles.    They  were  therefore 
upder  no  concern  at  ^/^n//r's  departure,  efpecially  as  they  had 
nothing  now  to  apprehend  froqi  Alphonfo.     All  that  Regnier 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  do,  was  to  leave  part  of  his  troops 
ia  Lombardy,  and  to  promife  to  fend  hisfon  John  to  command 
in  his  place.     This  young  prince  accordingly  came  to  Lom^ 
bardy,   but  he  refided  at  Florence^   where  he  m^t  with  an 
honourable  reception. 
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The  fyftem  of  public  power  all  over  Chriftendom,  but  in  Tberecon- 
//i?/^  efpccially,  now  received  a  great  alteration.    The  Grfti  ciliati^  of 
empire  was  little  benefited  by  its  emperor  and  patriarch  fub-  '^^  Greek 
quitting  to  the  fupremacy  of  the  weftern  church.    This  fub-  J*"^^  '^^ 
miffion  was  fo  hateful  at  Conjtantinople^  that  it  was  thefe  icom*   r^\ 
monly  faid,  that  they  had  rather  fee  in  their  churches  a  tur*  ^^*^^^' 
ban  than  a  cardinal's  hat.     The  emperor  however,  ftill  hop- 
ing to  be  aflifted  by  the  weftern  princes,  conformed  to  the 
Roman  ritual,  and  was  puMickly  attended  by  IJidore  a  Roman 
cardinal.     But  all  the  afliftance  he  'received  from  Italy  con- 
fifted  of  four  Genoefe  fhips,  one  of  which  was  furnifhed  by  the 
emperor  Frederick  III.  fo  that  the  great  city  of  ConJlanttnopU 
felf  into  the  hands  of  the  infidels,  ^qd  the  emptor  loft  his 
life  in  defending  it. 

The  princes  and  ftates  oi Italy  could  not  with  indifFerence 
fee  fuch  an  acccffion  of  power  to  the  Otbmarts.  Con/ianti- 
nopk  was  then  reckoned  the  firft  city  in  the  world,  and  the 
infidels  were  firong  enough  at  fea  fully  to  avail  themfelves 
of  all  the  advantages  of  its  (ituation.  Their  fleets  had  already 
made  great  4epredatiops  on  the  fubjefts  of  the  pope  and 
Venice^  and  it  was  every  day  cx'pefled  they  would  invade  Italy^ 
The  pope  was  inceflantly  exhorting  the  Italian  princes  and 
ftates  to  reflect  upon  their  own  danger 3  and  indeed  the  ftate 
of  their  affairs  favoured  his  admonitions.  The  duke  oi  Mi" 
km  being  deprived  of  the  affiftance  of  France^  jTought  to  ap« 
ply  himfelf  to  the  regulation  of  his  own  dominions.  The 
Venetiam  had  more  than  any  other  power  to  fear  f^orn  the 
Turks.  The  Florentines  had  attained  all  they  aimed  at ;  and 
though  Alphonfo  ftill  held  out,  yet  it  was  plain  that  he  muft 
yield  at  laft.  At  the  pope's  earncft  requeft,  all  the  powers  at 
war  fent  their  minifters  to  a  congrefs  at  Rome.  Great  alterca- 
tions happened  between  the  duke  of  Milan  and  the  Venetians  : 
the  fornxer  iqfiftcd  upon  their  giving  up  to  him  Bergamo^ 
Brefcioj  and  CremOy  and  they,  that  he  fliould  yield  to  them 
Cremona,  Thofe  differences  which  were  thought  infuperable 
at  Rome^  were  accoipmodated  in  Lombardy.  On  the  9th  of-'  ^^^ 
^rily  1454,  a  peace  was  concluded  between  Sforza  and  the^**^^*^' 
yenetiansy  by  which  each  was  to  be  rcftored  to  the  towns  and 
lands  they  had  pofTeffed  before  the  war,  and  the  duke  was 
left  at  liberty  to  recover  all  that  had  been  taken  from  him  by 
thtdyiktoi  Savoy y  i\\c  vt\zx(\\i\s  of  Montferraty  or  {heir  allies. 
The  pope,  the  Florentinesy  the  Siennefiy  and  other  Tufcan 
ftates,  immediately  acceded  to  this  treaty,  which  was  followed 
by  a  triple  alliance,  to  be  in  force  twenty-five  years,  between 
the  Florentines y  Sforzay  and  the  Venetians,  Alphonfo  thought 
hisBfelf  ill  ufed  both  by  his  allies  and  his  enemies^  in  not 
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beipg  confidfred  as- a  principal  in  this  treaty;  but  bis  obfiinac; 
was  at  laft  overcome  by  the  foUicitations  of  the  pope,  and  by 
a  double  marriage  of  bis  Ton  and   daughter  with  thofe  of 
Sforxa-y  fo  that  he  acceded  to  the  peace,  refer ving  however 
to  himfelf  a  liberty  of  making  war  upon  the  Gtmefe^  Gifmond 
Malatejlay  and  AJlerra  of  Faenza.    After  this  he  recalled  his 
troops  under  Ferdinand  out  of  Tufcany. 
A.  D.         It  foon  appeared  thztj/Iphonfo  W2ls  far  from  being  finccrely 
"1455.     difpofcd  to  the  continuance  of  the  peace.      Jaiob  Picinino^ 
who  was  in  the  Venetian  fervice,  was  now  difinifled  from  it  i 
and  Lombardyy  ehe  Romagnaj  and  Tufcany^  were  filled  wkh 
officers  and  fbldiers,  who  had  no  employment.      This  led 
them,  as  u&ial,  to  aflbciate  amongft  themfelvcs ;    and  they 
chofc  for  their  leader  yacoh  Picinino^  who,  in  right  of  his  fa* 
Picinino    ther,  had  many  family- claims  both  in  Tufiany  ana  ihtRomag^ 
renews  thena.      Having   aflembled    a  fmall  army,  which  Alphonfo  pti- 
^Mor.         vately  ailifted  him  in  doing,  he  marched  into  the  Siennefe^ 
where  he  took  many  ftrong  towns,  and  threatened  Sienna  it- 
felf.     Pope  Nicholas  was  now  dead,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Calixtus  III.  a  zealous  adive  pontiff,  who  gave  orders  to  his 
general,  Giovanni  Ventimiglia^  to  join  his  forces  with  ihofc  of 
the  Florentines,  and  to  march  againft  Picinino,     They  accord- 
ingly engaged  him  near  Bolfena^  where  Ventimiglia  was  takea 
prifonerj  hut  Picinino  was  intirely  defeated,  and  Red  to Cafiig^ 
Hone,  where  he  muft  have  been  obliged  to  furrendcr  hinafclf 
prifoner,  had  he  not  been  fupported  by  Alphonfo.     As  Picinino 
was  confidered  by  the  other  Italian  flates  to  be  little  better 
than  a  frec-booter,  Alfhcnfo\2\ytti\x\g  him  was  highly  refented 
by  them  ;  and  that  kinsj,  to  regain  their  favour,  brought  Pici-» 
nino  to  reflore  to  the  Siennefe  all  their  towns  for  twenty  thou- 
fand  florins,  and  then  toretjre  to  Naples. 
Acrufade     '  The  progrefs  of  the  Turks,  and  the  deteftation  in  which 
^uhlijhcd.    they  were  held,  bade  fair,  at  this  time,  to  revive  the  (pirit  of 
^•'  crufading   in  Europe.      The  pope  filled   all  the  Chriftian 

courts  with  his  nuncios,  legates,  preachers,  and  other  mini- 
fters,  to  awaken  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  danger ;  and  they 
were  no  where  more  ftaccefsful  than  in  Florence.  There  the 
chief  citizens  liberally  contributed  by  their  purfes,  and  in  their 
perfons,  towards  an  expedition  againft  the  infidels;  and  many 
of  them  even  wore  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  which  had  not  for 
many  years  been  feen  in  Europe^  as  a  proof  that  they  de- 
figncd  to  take  upon  themfelves  the  crufade.  Public  procef- 
fions  were  every  day  feen  in  their  ftreets,  and  their  pulpits 
refounded  with  the  merits  of  the  expedition,  and  the  mighty 
rewards  that  would  attend,  in  this  and  thene^^t  life,  thofe  who 
ihould  enter  into  it.  This  fervour,  however,  foon  came  to 
'  cool. 
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cooU  and  at  laft  wholly  fubfided,  .upon  fome  flight  sdvan- 
tages  gained  by  the  Christians  over  the  infidels  on  the  fide  of 
Itungary, 

FLORE NCE  }f9zs  in  profound  tranouiHity  in  the  ytzf^  "'^^^ 
1456,    when,  on  the  26th  oi  Augujl^   Tufcany  wis  vifjted^^*^' 
^itb  one  of  the  mod.  dreadful  hurricanes  mentioned  in  hidory. 
Caflles  and  churches  were  unroofed,  and  the  Hoofs  carried  to 
a  mile's  difiance :  the  mod  (lubborn  oaks  were  torn  up  by  the 
roots  and  tofled  about.    In  other  places,  houfes  and  churches 
were  levelled  to  the  ground ;  men  and  beads  were  buried  un- 
der their  ruins,  and  all  the  elements  feemed  confpiring  to 
return'  to  a  ch^os.     Machlavel  ^  however  obferves,  that  this 
hurricane  moved  in  a  particular  line  of  direftion,  and  did  not 
aflFe<5l  any  of  the  great  cities,  where  the  confequenccs  mud    - 
have  been  dill  much  more  fatal.     But  we  (hall  now,  after  a 
long  interval,  return  to  the  internal  affairs  of  Florence, 

That  city  and  d^te  had  been  for  fome  years  under  an  ^^^  ^f 
excellent  dire6UoB,  while  Cofmo  de  Medici  and  Neri  di  Caf-^^^^^^' 
poni  aflcd  with  unanimity  in.  the  public  councils.  Capponi's 
lervices  to  his  country  had  gained  him  more  friends  to  his 
virtue,  than  followers  to  bis  p^rfon  i  while  the  liberality,  the 
beneficence,  and  affability  of  Cofmo^  gave  him  as  many  fol- 
lowers as  he  had  friends..  The  condudl  of  both  in  the  date 
was  irreproachable,  their  judgements  equal,  and  each  fupport- 
ing  the  ot|^cr,  the  government  was  firm  and  unlhaken. 
Sometimes,  it  i§  true,  they  differed,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Sforza^ 
but  this  difference  arofe  from  the  natural  feverity  of  the  one, 
and  the  oppofite  cbara^ier  of  the  other  ;  nor  did  it  proceed  to 
any  rancour  of  party.  CofmOy  however,  lived  long  enough 
to  be  ienfible  that  he  was  midaken  in  his  opinion  of  S/orza^ 
whofe  mind  was  formed  mora  for  ambition  than  friendftiip. 
pofm9  had  been  over  lavifli  in  affiding  him  ^  and  it  was  owin^ 
to  him  that  be  was  now  duke  of  Milan.  In  their  hours  of 
intimacy  together,  Cofmo  had  fecretly  opened  his  heart  to 
Sforzay  and  told  him,  that  his  great  ambition  was  to  be  the 
means  of  putting  Lucca  one  day  in  the  podeflion  of  the  Floren* 
tines;  and  Sforza  folemnly  promifed  to  affid  him  in  the  at- 
tempt asfoon  as  tp  became  mader  of  Milan,  This  promifc 
greatly  influenced  Cofmo  in  fupportjng  Sforza's  intercd;  but  the 
matter  for  a  time  was  kept  private,  and  when  Cofmo  called 
for  Sforza^  when  he  was  duke  of  Milan^  to  perform  his  en- 
gagements, he  was  anfwered  with  forry  exci^fes  and  affedted 
delays. 

^  MACHrAVEjL,  bookvi. 
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Cofmo  CAP  PON  Fs  death  occafioned  a  great  abatement  of 

/H/appoint'  Cofmo  %  intereft.    Divifions  went  fo  far,    that  it  was   pro- 
id  ^        pofed   to  ^ifcontinue  the  Baija,  or  the  extraordinary  powers^ 
Sforza.      by  which  the  city  had  been  governed  under  Cofmo  and  Capponiy 
and  to  return  to  the  old  method  of  imborfations,  and  filling 
up  the  chief  pofts  by  lot.     Secret  ambition  was  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  propofal ;   for  many  who  had  all  along  appeared 
attached  to  Cofmo^  feeing  him  now  deprived  of  Capponi's  af- 
fiftance,  and  that  it  was  unlikely  he  (hould  be  fucceeded  by 
a  fon  of  equal  authority  and  virtue  with  himfelf,  thought  thaf 
a  proper  J  me  to  lay  the  foundations  of  their  own  greatnefs. 
Cofmo  perceived  their  drift  j  and  though  he  might  cafily,  by 
force,  have  feized  upon  the  government,   yet  he  chofe  to 
fhew  them  their  own  infignificancy,  by  fuffering  their  plan 
to  take  place,  which  it  did^  efpecially  as  be  knew  that  few 
or  none  but  his  own  friends  would  be  returned  by  the  imbor* 
fations^  fo  that  he  was  fafe  in  ^11  events. 
/Wr////  i/t      The  other  party  made  the  experiment,  but  they  foon  per- 
^lorencc.  reived  they  had  miftaken  their  meafures.    Popular  eledions 
being  reftorcd,  put  the  meaneft  inhabitant,  in  that  refpcft, 
on  a  footing  with  the  higheft.     Cof?no's  pretended  friends, 
inftcad  of  being  treated  as  they  had  formerly  been,  with  re- 
verence and  refpedt,  met  now  with  the  moft  bitter  infults  and 
reproaches  in  all  public  places,  though  none  of  them  were  re- 
turned by  the  imborfations  as  pcrfons  fit  to  ferve  the  com- 
monwealth, but  thofe  of  his  p^rty.     Cofmo  had  forefeen  thls^ 
and  the  great  men  who  reftored  the  popular  fyftem,  now 
faw  plainly  that,  inftead  of  dimi^ifhing  his  authority,  they 
had  ruined  their  own :    fo  firmly  was  Cofmo  rivetted  in  the 
afFc£iions  of  his  fellow  citi7,ens ;  -but  he  wifely  diflembled  all 
that  had  happened  and  his  {cpvpt  enemies  had  themfelves  only 
to  blame. 
Cofmo^f-     COSMO  being  now  wjcII  affured,   that  no  revolution 
™^^  ^"^"  of  ftate,  or  form  of  government,    could  affe£i  him,    gave 
^'^''/*^- way  to  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the  tax  catafto,  which  fub- 
je<5^ed  all  impofts  to  the  law,  and  not  to  the  diicretion  of  any 
man,  or  fet  of  men.     This   political   felf  denial  had  great 
cfFe6^s  in  his  favour  j    for  the  law  being  parted,  and  the  com- 
miflioners  for  executing  it  appointed,   all  the  great  nobility 
and  citizens  repaired  in  a  body  to  Cofmo,  intreaiing  him  to 
deliver  himfelf,   as  well  as  them,  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
people.     Cofno  feemed  very  willing  to  agree  to  their  requeft, 
provided  the  impofts  could  be  regularly  i^pealcd,  and  a  new 
Bdlia  take  place  without  force,  and  with,  the  confent  of  the 
people.     The  great  men  attempted  this  in  vain,  and  renewed 
their  applications  to  Cofmo,   who  gave  them  a  flat  denial ; 
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|Uid  tliiis  (hewed  bow  infigniiicant  the  ariftocratical  poorer 
was,  while  he  who  was  at  the  head  of  that  ariftocracy  was 
^pon  good  terms  with  the  people. 

DO  NATO  COCHI  W2^  then  gonfalonier  of  juftice, 
and  would  have  gratified  the  demands  of  the  great  citizens, 
had  not  the  Other  magiflrates,  who  were  intireiy  in  Cofmo's 
intereft,  treated  him  with  fuch  taunts  and  reproaches  as 
drove  him  mad  ;  and  he  aflMally  was  confined  as  a  lunatic. 
He  was,  by  the  connivance  of  Cofm9y  fucceeded  by  Luca 
Pitt't^  who,  being  bold  and  enterprifing,  raifed  himfelf  upon 
the  diflTenfions  of  his  country,  as  WP  fl^al)  (layc  occafion  to 
pbferve  iii  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory. 

We  have  already  feen,  that  Jlphohfo  king  oi  Naples^  when  Alphonfb 
he  acceded  to  the  late  pacification,  referved  to  himfelf  a  li-  renfij^js  tb$ 
bierty  of  carrying  on  war  with  certain  powers.  He  employed  avar« 
Jacob  Picininoy  though  with  little  or  no  fuccefs,  againft  Gtf- 
jMfid  Malatejia\  but  he  directed  the  chief  force  of  his 
kingdom  againft  the  Genoefe,  Fregofa  was  then  doge  or  duke 
of  Genody  which  was  torn  into  (b  manv  fadions  within  itfelf, 
that,  defpairing  to  make  head  againft  Alphonfoy  he  ofFered 
the  f6vereignty  of  that  republic  to  Charles  king  of  France^ 
who  accepted  the  offer,  and  gave  the  government  of  the 
city  to  Jonny  the  fon  of  Regnier  of  Anjou^  Alphmjo\  rival  in 
the  crown  of  NapUs.  Jolm  accordingly  took  pofTefSon  of  Ge^- 
noa^  with  a  view  of  carrying  his  arms  from  thence  into  Na^ 
pie$.  This  was  an  event  unforefeen  by  Alpbonfoy  whofe  fleet 
then  lay  at  Capo  Fino^  where  he  himfelf  died,  leaving  his 
dominions  to  his  fon  Ftrdinandy  who  afterwards  proved  one 
of  the  greateft  princes  of  that  or  any  other  age.  He  came 
^o  his  crown,  however,  under  great  diiHculties.  He  was  en- 
gaged  in  a  doubtful  and  an  unproniifing  war  with  the  Gmoefey 
and  he  knew  that  great  numbers  of  his  chief  nobility  were  in 
the  intereft  of  Frana.  The  pope  openly  pretended,  that  the 
kingdom  of  KapUi  belonged  to  the  Roman  fee,  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  annex  it  to  the  church's  patrimony,  and  to  give  >he 
governm|pt  of  it  to  his  nephew,  Peter  Lodowic  Borgia.  Sur- 
rounded with  fo  many  difficulties,  Ferdinand  had  no  refource 
To  natural  as  in  Sfor%a  duke  of  Milan^  who  knew  that  the 
French  laid  claim  to  his  dominions,  and  therefore  thought  it 
his  intereft  above  all  things  to  exclude  them  from  Italy.  To 
him  Ferdinand  applied,  and  received  from  him  all  kind  of 
encouragement.  In  the  mean  while  pope  Calixtus  died,  and 
with  him  (ell  all  his  family's  toweling  proje£is.  He  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  the  famous  Eneas  Sylvius^  a  Siennefe^  of  the  houfe 
of  Piccolominit  who  took  the  name  of  Pius  II.  and,  by  his 
writings,  had  been  a  great  advocate  for  the  council  oiBaJU 
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againftthe  pope;    though  he  afterwards  retraced  that  doc** 
trine.     He  aft'edlcd  to  govern  by  maxims  diifereiit  fnoito  thofe 
of  his  predeccffor,  who  had  ventured  to  lay  Ferdinand  under 
ecclefiaflical  cenfures,  and  had  declared  him  a  baftard.     He 
difclaimed  all  thoughts  of  annexing  the  kingdom  of  Naples  to 
the  fee  of  Rotne^  or  of  favouring  the  French  clarni  upon  that 
kingdom.     He  pretended  to  have  no  paffion  but  for  the  good 
of  Chriftendom  and  the  church ;    and  having  beflowed  the 
crown  of  Naples  upon  Ferdinand^  the  latter  in  return  gave 
his  natural  daughter  in  marriage  to  Antonio^  nephew,  as  he 
was  called,  to  his  holinefs,  created  him  prince  o(  Malpln^  and 
reftorcd  Beneve.to  and  Terracina  to  the  church. 
^*?^  ,        The  diffentions  o( Genoa  interrupted  the  internal  tranqui- 
t^fiftdp  jjfy  oi  Italy ^  where  every  thing  again  fcemed  difpofed  towards 
John  of     ^  gcnferal  crufade  againft  the  Infidels.     J^hn  of  Jnjou  was 
"jou-       ftill  in  pofTcflion  of  that  city ;  but  Peter  Fregefa^  the  late  doge^ 
who  was  the  caufe  of  his  advancement,    not  thinking  his 
f^fr^ices  fufRciently  repaid,  had  retired  to  a  caftle  of  his  own, 
where  he  hrft  broke  off  all  communication  mxhjohn^  ani 
then  came  to  open  war  with  him.     Pregofa  was  fupportcd  by 
Ferdinand^    and  John^  having;  received  fome  reinforccmems 
from  /rtf«r/,  marched  to  difpofitfs  him  of  his  cadle;    but 
Pregofa  was  fo  well   prepared   to  receive  him,  that  he  failed 
in  hrs  attempt,  and  retired  to  Genoa,    Soon  after  Fregofa^  in 
the  night-time,   entered  the  extenfive  fortificattons  of  that 
city,  where  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  ibnie  pofts ;  but  next 
day,  being  furrounded  by  John\  troops,  he,  and  almoft  all 
A.  D.     his  followers,  were  put  to  the  fword,     J^hn^  elated  with  fuc* 
1459,     cefs,  in  the  year  1459  equipped  a  confidcrable  fleet,  with 
which  he  made  a  defcent  upon  the  kingdom  o^  Naples^  where 
his  party  w^s  very  ftrong,  and  he  was  received  ^  king  by 
many  princes  and  ftates. 

JOHN  king  o{^ Arragon,  brother  to  the  late  king  AU 
phonfo^  feeing  his  nephew  Ferdinand's  crown  in  danger,  fent 
ambafladors  to  Florence^  requiring  them  to  affift  Ferdinand^ 
in  terms  of  their  treaty  with  his  father.  To  this  r^ueft  the 
Florentines  anfwered,  that  they  did  not  conceive  themfelves 
obliged  to  affift  the  fon  in  a  war  w^hich  had  been  emailed 
upon  him  by  the  father,  who  had  begun  it  without  their  con- 
feot  or  advice.  This  refolute  anfwer  threw  the  ambafladors 
into  great  perplexities;  fo  that,  after  entering  feveral  procefis 
and  inftrumcnts,  they  left  the  city  in  a  rage.  The  truth  is, 
the  Florentines  thought  it  more  for  their  intcreft  that  Genoa 
ihould  be  in  the  hands  of  the  French^  than  in  thofe  of  the 
Spaniards. 

Per- 
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FERDINAND^  theroorc  clFfe<aually  to  o^ipokjshn^  His  pro^ 
made  peace  with  Gifimnd  Mahtefta  \  upon  which  JacA  Pi^  gre/s  in 
xinino^  the  fworn  enemy  of  the  Mahtefta  family,  left  his  fer-  Naples. 
vice  and  entered  into  that  of  ^ohn.  Ferdinand^  however, 
ralfed  a  good  army,  and  gave  the  command  of  it  to  Frede-* 
rick  Urbino ;  but  coming  to  a  general  engagement  near  the 
river  Sarno^  it  was  entirely  defeated  by  Jchn^  and  moft  of 
his  beft  officers  were  taken  prifoncrs.  Jacob  Picinino  advifed 
John  inftantly  to  follow  his  blow,  and  to  march  againft  Na^ 
pUs^  which  ftill  remained  faithful  to  Ferdinand,  But  he  im- 
politicly rejeded  this  advice,  and  proceeded  to  reduce  places 
and  towns  of  lefs  importance,  faying,  that  Naples  mud  of 
courfe  fall  to  him.  In  the  mean  while,  Ferdinand  having 
ftrengthened  himfelf  in  bis  capital,  to  which  all  the  great 
men  of  his  party  iikewife  repaired,  applied  to  the  pope,  an4 
to  the  duke  oiAfilan^  for  aififtance  in  men  and  money,  which 
both  of  them  liberally  gave  him.  He  then  again  took  the 
field,  and  was  recovering  fome  of  the  places  he  had  loft, 
when  he  was  favoured  by  a  frefli  revolution  in  Genoa. 

That  inconftant  city  took  an  opportunity,  mjoi^n's  ab- 
fence,  to  throw  ofF  the  French  yoke,  by  the  aiSfiance  arnl  in- 
ftigation  o(  the  duke  of  Afikn^  who  reconciled  together  the 
families  of  Adomi  and  Fregofa^  and  fupplied  them  with  troops 
and  money.  The  French  fent  a  fleet  to  Genoa^  under  Regnier 
of  AnjoUj  John's  father,  to  make  good  his  pany ;  but,  while 
his  forces  were  landing,  he  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to 
return  to  Prance.  This  misfortune  ferved  to  render  John  the 
more  intent  on  the  conqueftof  ^/7//^i;'  but  he  was  entirely 
defeated  by  Ferdinand^  and  obliged  Iikewife  to  return  to 
France. 

LUC  A  P/TT/ ftill  remained  gonfalonier  of  Florence^  j^^a^^c- 
where  Co/mo ^  partly  out  of  difguft,  and  partly  becaufe  he  was  /^^j ,« 
now  old  and  infirm,  concerned  himfelf  very  little  in  public  Florence, 
bufinefe.  Luca^  being  a  bold  emerprifing  magiftrate,  at- 
tempted to  revive  the  Balia,  or  high  commiffion,  that  had 
been  abolilbed  upon  Capponi'9  death  ;  but  not  fuccecding,  be 
brought  troops  into  the  city,  and  forced  the  people  to  agree 
to  all  he  demanded.  He  then  proceeded  to  humble  his  chief 
opponents,  amongft  whom  was  Girolamo  Machicvcl^  whom 
he  bani(bed,  and  who,  after  wandering  up  and  down  Italy^ 
exciting  its  princes  and  ftates  to  revenge  his  quarrel,  was  at 
laft  fent  prifoner  to  Florence^  where  he  died  under  confine-* 
ment.  P/V//,  by  this  time,  had  ticcccded  to  all  Cofmo\ 
power  in  the  ftate  \  but  he  was  intemperate  in  the  ufe  of  it. 
He  ordered  the  name  of  prefidents  of  the  trades,  or  artifts, 
CO  be  exchanged  im  that  of  prcfidcna  of  libeny;  and.inftcad 
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of  fitting,  as  the  gonfaloniers  ufed  to  do,  on  the  rig^t  hiai 
of  the  magtftrates,  he  took  place  in  the  middle  of  them,  a9 
being  their  fuperior.  He  even  carried  his  infolence  fo  far  a* 
to  claim  the  fan<^ion  of  heaven  for  what  he  did,  ahd  or- 
dered public  proceflions  and  thankfgivings  to  be  made  for  the 
teftoration  of  his  country's  liberty.  The  prefents  he  received 
from  the  virealthy  citizens,  are  faid  to  have  amounted  in  one 
year  to  twenty  thoufand  ducats,  and  his  magnificence  was 
-  anf^xrable.  He  built  two  fumptuous  palaces ;  one  within 
a  mile  of  the  city,  the  other  within  it.  The  latter,  which, 
to  this  day,  is  called  the  palace  of  Pitii^  is  one  of  the  mofl 
(hipendous  piles  in  Europe.  It  became  afterwards  the  refiw 
dence  of  the  great  dukes  of  Tufcany^  and  flill  attraSs  the  ad- 
miration of  foreigners.  To  carry  on  thofc  fabrics,  Pitil 
negleded  no  meatis  that  his  high  fiation  put  in  his  reach ; 
and  aflaifins,  thieves,  and  robbers  were  pardoned,  on  condi- 
tion of  their  affifling  to  build  it.  Though  Pitt?%  rapaciouf- 
nc6  was  applied  to  noble  purpofcs,  yet  it  fet  the  mofi  dcteft- 
able  exam[:rte  to  his  inferiors,  who  plundered  thenr  inferiors 
as  he  did  them.  Notwithftanding  this,  Florence  was  now  be- 
come the  admiration  of  the  world  for  riches  and  magnificence, 
efpecially  in  buildings,  by  keeping  itfelf  neutral  in  all  the 
difTentions  of  Italy^  particularly  between  the  MalaUjla  family 
and  the  pope,  who  endeavoured  to  deprive  them  of  Rimini 
and  Ce/ena,  Thus,  for  feveral  years,  the  Florentines  applied 
themfelyes  entirely  to  the  cultivation  of  the  civil  arts ;  and 
nothing  elfe  remarkable  is  recorded  of  them. 
A.  D.  In  ^be  year  r464*died  Cafmo  de  Medici^  who,  though  the 
1464.  private  fubjeft  of  a  republic,  had  more  riches  than  any  king 
Death  and  in  Europe^  and  laid  out  more  money  in  works  of  tafle,  mag^ 
€haraaer  nificence,  learning,  and  charity,  than  all  the  kings,  princes, 
ef  Cofmo.  and  flatcs  of  that,  the  preceding,  or  the  fubfcquent  age, 
thofe  of  his  own  family  excepted.  The  riches  he  was  pof- 
feiTed  of  would  appear  incredible,  did  not  the  monuments  of 
his  magnificence  flill  remain,  and  did  not  his  co^emporaries 
give  us  unqueftionable  teflimonies  both  of  them  and  his  libc'^ 
rality.  They  were  fuch,  that  we  are  tempted  to  believe  that 
he  and  his  family  knew  of  fome  channels  of  commerce  that 
have  been  loft  probably  by  the  difcovery  of  America^  and  the 
frequency  of  the  Eajl  Indian  commerce  by  fea,  to  which  the 
Europeans^  in  his  time,  were  almofl  flrangers.  He  lent  vaft 
fums  of  money  to  the  public,  the  payment  of  which  he  never 
required  ;  and  there  fcarcely  was  a  citizen  in  Florence  whom 
he  did  not,  at  one  time  or  other,  ailifl  with  money,  without 
the  fmaileft  expeSation  of  its  being  returned.  His  reKgious 
foundations  were  prodigious.    He  founded  the  convents  and 
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churches  of  St.  Mark  and  ^i.  Laurence ^  the  rich  monaftery  df 
S.  Ferdiano,  the  church  of  Girolamoj  the  abbey  belonging  to 
it  in  the  mountains  of  Fiefole,  the  church  of  the  Friars  Minors 
in  Mugelli^  with  the  Tkyh^poiiheServi  Agnoli  and  S,Minuato. 
Not  contented  with  having  fournled  fo  many  religious  edi- 
fices,  he  endowed  them  likewife  with  rich  furniture,  magni* 
ficent  altars,  and  chapels.  His  private  buildings  were  equally 
fumptuous.  His  palace  in  Florence  exceeded  that  of  any  fo- 
vereign  prince  in  his  time  \  and  he  had  other  palaces  ac  Co- 
reggioj  Fiefole^  CafaggivolOy  and  Febrio.  His  munificence  even 
j^ax}[itAJtrufalemy  where  he  eredted  a  noble  hofpital  for  poor 
diftrefled  pilgrims. 

In  thofe  works,  of  more  than  royal  expence,  he  might  Cofmo'i 
have  been  equalled  by  men  equally  rich;  but  his  deportment  <2^i>vii», 
and  manner  was  unexampled.    In  hb  private  converfation  he 
was  humble,  unafFcdled,  unafTuming.     Every  thing  regard- 
ing his  own  perfon  was  plain,  modeft,  and  nothing  difFering 
from  the  middling  rank  of  citizens ;  thereby  giving  a  proof, 
at  once,  of  his  virtue  and  his  wifdom,  becaufe  nothing  is  more 
dangerous  in  a  commonwealth,  fuch  as  Florence  was,  th^n 
pomp  and  parade.    The  expences  of  Cofmo  were  laid  out  for 
the  embelliibments  of  his  country,  and  begot  no  envy,  be- 
caufe all  his  fellow-citizens  partook  of  them.    He  declined 
oftentation,  even  in  his  family- fettlements.    He  matched  his 
two  fons,  John  and  Peter^  into  families  of  reputable  citizens; 
and  he  married  his  grand-daughters  in  the  fame  manner. 
Cofmoy  however,  with  all  that  fimplicity  of  life,  had  towering 
bold  notions  of  his  country's  dignity  and  intcrcft.     His  intel- 
ligence was  beyond  that  of  any  prince,  and  there  fcarcely  was 
a  court  in  Europe  where  he  did  not  entertain  a  private  agent. 
.   By  this  means,  he  always  had  it  in  his  power  to  difappoint, 
perplex,  and  confound  the  intrigues  of  his  country's  enemies. 
His  long  continuance  in  power,  for  thirty-one  years,  is  a 
proof  of  his  great  abilities ;  and  his  fo  often  difappointing  and 
countermining  the  formidable  confederacies  and  leagues  which 
brought  Florence^  more  than  once,  apparently  to  the  brink  of 
de({ru<9ion,  gives  u$  the  higheft  idea  of  his  dexterity  and  ma- 
nagement in  the  greateft  undertakings.     According  to  Ma* 
ehiavel^y  his  wealth  and  credit  were  fo  extenfive,  that  he 
forced  the  Fenetiansy  the  duke  of  Milany  and  the  king  of 
Naples^  into  his  own  terms,  merely  by  diftreffing  them  for 
money.     After  being  recalled  to  his  country,  the  fliort  exile 
he  fuSered  ferved  to  make  him  appear  with  the  greater  luftre, 
«nd  to  eftablifli  his  influence  in  the  commonweal^,  whofe 
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domifiions  he  increafed,  by  adding  to  them  Borgo  MSepolc^^f 
Montidoglio^  CafentinOy  and  Vald'tbdgna.  The  former  part  of 
his  life,  to  his  fortieth  year,  was  tumultuous,  and  may  be  faid 
to  have  been  unfortunate,  being  fometimes  obliged  to  fave  his 
life  by  flying  in  difguife  from  his  enemies.  But  the  noble  fpi- 
rit  he  (hewed  in  making  all  his  friends  partakers  of  his  riches 
and  good  fortune,  at  laft  fixed  his  felicity.  Hb  prefence  is 
faid  to  have  been  venerable,  though  his  ftature  was  mean  ; 
and,  by  the  piftures  we  have  of  him,  his  features  were  ftrong 

His  to*veo/^^^  harfli.     He  is  not  celebrated  for  learning,  though  he  was 

Uanmtgt    the  greeted  patron  of  learned  men  of  his  age.    By  his  own 
purfe,  he  hired  feveral  learned  Greeks  to  refide  in  FJorence,  and 
thereby  revived  the  ftudy  of  that  tongue,  and  confequently  of 
thofe  arts  that  have  rendered  Italj,  and  chat  city  in  particular, 
fo  celebrated  ever  fince  his  time.    He  enteruined  the  famous 
Marftlius  Ficinus  about  his  own  perfon,  and  affigned  him 
apartments  near  his  own  palace  of  Coreggio^  that  he  might 
ftudy  with  the  more  freedom  and  conveniency.    He  has  beert 
reproached  with  implacability  towards  his  enemies,  and  for 
having  driven  a  great  many  of  his  fellow  citizens  into  exile  ; 
but  it  is  eafy  to  clear  him  from  that  charge,  by  confidering 
the  nature  of  parties  in  Florence^  which  left  Cojhio  no  choice 
between  the  deftrudion  of  his  enemies  or  his  country.     He 
never  was  known  to  regret  but  two  things.     Firfl,  that  he 
had  not  done  all  the  ^ood  he  wifhed  to  do  to  mankind.    Se». 
condly,  that  he  had  not  fufficiently  aggrandized  his  country. 
Notwithftanding  his  many  religious  endowments,'  Cofmo  mas 
no  bigot ;  for  one  of  his  ufual  fayings  was.  That  a  common- 
wealth was  not  to  be  defended  by  beads  in  men's  hands. 
Towards  the  end  of  his  life,  fomc  family  misfortunes  are 
faid  to  have  given  him  uneafmefs ;  and  he  was  aihamed  of 
having  been  duped  by  Sforza^  duke  of  Aftlan.    But  all  re- 
proaches on  his  memory  are  wiped  ofF  by  the  unanimous  con- 

mnJ  fa-     fent  of  his  fellow-citizens,  who  infcribcd  his  tomb  With  the 

triotlfm.     title  of  "  Father  of  his  Country." 
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SECT.     VIIL 

Containing  the  Hijlory  of  Peter  de  Medici*j  Admimfiri- 
tion.  The  V^titmns  invade  Tufcany ;  aPeatei 
Feter  fucceeded  by  his  two  Sons  \  their  joint  Hijiory  ; 
Confpiracy  againft  them  •,  Julio  dc  Medici  murdered. 
Hijlory  of  Florence  under  Lbrenio  dc  Medici,  and 
his  Son  Peter,  who  is  ruined.  New  Model  of  the 
Floreniine  Government. 

t  EfFlS  jd.  of  Prance  was  at  this  time,  (b  employed  in  ^^'^  ST 
•*^  civil  wars  againft  his  own  nobility,  that  he  could  give  ^*  y* 
little  or  no  affiftance  to  the  duke  of  Anjou,  in  his  claim  either 
tjpon  Genoa^  or  upon  Naples.     He  therefore  endeavoured  to 
^ain  the  friendiUip  both  of  Sforza  and  Perdinarfd^  by  fufFering 

he  latter  to  remain  unmolefted  in  his  kingdom,  and  by  en- 
abling the  former  to  become  mafter  of  Genoa ^  which  was  thie 
gre*at  obje£{  of  his  ambitbn.  Sfiriui  fucceeded  in  this  attempt^ 
and  fent  Kis  fori  Galeazzo  at  the  he^d  of  fifteen  hundred  horfe 
to  the  affiftance  of  LevAs.  The  alliance  between  Ferdinand 
and  Sforza  was  pr6du£tive  of  great  revolutions  in  Italy,  Jd-- 
cob  Picinino  was  fiill  formidable,  though  he  had  no  territory. 
The  reputation  of  his  family,  and  His  own  valour  and  cou* 
f age,  had  attached  many  to  hfs  fervice ;  and  neither  Sfor,za 
nor  Ferdinand  thought  themfelves  in  fafety,  while  he  coti- 
tinued'  in  a  ihte  of  independence  on  both,  and  yet  always 
ready  to  hire  himfelf  t6  the  fceft  paymafter.  Ferdinand^  there- 
fore, hstvihg  compromifed  matters  with  his  ^reat  nobility,  and 
ruined  the  dtike  of  AnjotH,  party  in  Naples^  endeavoured  to) 
make  ftcrii  fenfible  of  his  artd  their  danger  from  Picinino^ 
iirho,  being  without  dominion^,  and  at  the  head  of  the  old 
Brachian  army,  the  irreconcilcablc  enemies  of  Naples^  would 
riot  fail  to  acquire  territorial  pofTeflTons  at  their  experice. 
Viciriinoy  whofe  troops  lay  at  Sulmona^  forcfaw  or  underftood  '   " 

his  dariger ;  and  not  fufpeSing  the  fecret  conrie£{io'ns  that  had 
been  formed  between  Ferdinand  and  Sforza^  h?  offered  his  fer- 
vice to  the  latter,  and  threiw  himfelf  into  Milan  with  no  morei 
than  one  hundred  horfe.  Sforza  received  him  witli  the  greaf- 
cft  demonfirations  of  friendfliipl,  and  Picinino  was  even  mar- 
ried to  his  natural  daughter.  Sforza^  however,  coCild  not 
Without  jealoufy  behold  a  foldier  of  fortune  fo  popular,  and 
fo  refpefted  all  over  the  Milanefe^  as  Picinino  was ;  and,  un- 
der pretence  of  ferving  him,  he  undertook  to  reconcile  hint 
Mod.  Hk^.  V6i>,  XXXVr,    -       X.    '  with 
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wijh  Ferdlitand^  who  aflually  took  Picinino  into  his  pay,  attd* 
gave  him  one  hundred  thoufand  florins  in  advance.  But  after 
Picinino  Phinino^  with  his  wife  and  the  Milanefe  ambaiTador,  repaired 
/*/  to  to  Ftorenciy  he  and  his  fon  were  decoyed  by  F^Mnand  inta 
death.  ^^^  caftlc  cf  Napks^  and  there  put  todeAi. 
jin  ineffec'  FLORENCE^  aftd  all  Italy ^  was  al  this  litae  in  peacc^ 
twd  cru-^  through  the  indefatigable  pains  of  pt)pe  Pm  IL  in  promoting 
fadt^  a  crufade  againft  the  iiifidels.    Matthew  kit)e  of  Httngary^ 

and  Charles  duke  of  Burgundjy  were  by  his  bdinefs  declared 
generals  of  the  armaments  that  were  to  be  employed  in  this 
expedition ;  the  Venetians  having  ptt^mifbd  the  fhipping  that 
was  ncceffary  for  tranfporting  the  troops  to  Sclavonioy  and 
Ancma  was  appointed  to  be  the  place  of  general  rendexvousy 
and  the  pope  accordingly  repaired  to  tbat  City.  The  refort  of 
people  thither  was  pr^iglous  \  but  the  whole  proved  to  be  i 
rope  of  fand.  No  arms  had  been  provided,  no  magazines 
had  been  ereded,  and  no  money  raWed  foB  the  troops ;  fo  that 
the  great  numbers  aflfemblcd  in  or  near  ArUona^  ferved  only  to- 
.  create  a  famine.  The  king  cAsUungary  and  the  duke  of  Btir- 
gundy  negkftcd  to  appear  at  the  rendezvous ;.  and  the  Vene^ 
tians  fent  only  a  few  gallies,  to  make  a  fcew  of  having  kept 
their  word.  Thofe  difappointments^  and  his  own  advanced" 
age,  being  now  fixty-four,  threw  the  pope  into  a  chagrin^ 
which  proved  mortal  in  the  year  1464.;  and  he  was  fucceeded 
by  Jbritf,  a  Feneiian^  who  took  the  name  of  Paul  IL  Soon 
after  died  Sfirzoj  duke  oi  Mhrn^  and  he  Was  fucceeded  ty 
bis  fon  Gaha%zo. 
Y^f  0/  '  Those  evenfts  produced  great  alterations  in  FUrence^  TTia 
Medici^- expedition  againft  the  Turks  was*  dropt  at  the  death  of  pope 
tretyed.  Pius;  and  the  death  of  ^rxj  diflTolved  the  union,  in  which- 
the  dread  of  hir  power  had  confirmed  the  Florentines.  To- 
add  to  the  public  diftradions,  Peter  de  Medici^  fon  and  fuc- 
ccflbr  to  the  great  Cofmoj  was  far  inferior  to  his  father  in  abi- 
Jities,  though  he  was  a  well  meaning  ms)n,  and  might  have 
made  a  great  figure  in  another  ftation.  Diotifahi  Neroni  had' 
^  been  the  intimate  companion  and  counfellor  oi  Cofmo  de  Ade» 

didf  who,  upon  his  death-bed,  recommended  him  in  the  fame- 
capacity  to  his  fon  Peter.  The  latter,  in  ftrifl  obedience  to 
his  fathei's  will,,  admitted  Diotifahi  into  his  moft  private 
councils,  and  confulted  him  not  only  upon  the  management 
of  the  commonwealth,  but  upon  his  family^  affairs,  which,  it 
feems,  then  ftood  in  need  of  ceconomy.  As^  Peter  was  pof- 
fefTed  of  a  great  eftate,  he  ordered  his  (lewards,  and  all  he 
had  'concerns  with,  to  fend  in  their  accounts  to  Diatifahiy  on 
whom  he  relied  fo  implicitly,  that  he  looked  very  fihle  into 
hi&own  afiaij;:Sf    This  gave  the  other  a^binti  that  it  might- 
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^  eary  to  fupplant  Peter  in  hts  authority  atid  foTftf  ;  and,  af- 
ter pretendiog  to  have  examined  the  accounts  laid  before  him^ 
be  told  Pettr^  that  the  ready  money  he  was  in  pofleflion  of 
was  not  fuScient  For  fupporting  his  figure,  ind  maintaining 
his  credit  in  the  ft^e,  without  calling  in  his  father's  debts; 
Peter  inadvertently  followed  this  plaufible  advice,  and  Cofmo*s 
debtors  were  accordingly  required  to  pay  what  they  owed  to 
hh  eftate.  This  had  not  been  forefeen  or  expe£led  j  and  as 
there  fcarccly  was  a  family  or  man  of  note  in  Florence  to 
whom  Cofmo  had  not  lent  money,  Peter^  by  his  demands,  ac- 
quired a  vaft  number  of  enemies,  who  upbraided  him  for  de- 
viating from  his  father's  principles,  and  for  opprefling  his  fel^ 
]ow-citizens  by  his  avarice. 

When  the  reader  reflefls,  that  the  power  of  tht  Medici  ^'fi^'f^ 
in  Florence  was  rather  perfbnal  than  conftitutional,  and  that  it*/**  ^" 
refled  in  a  great  meafure  upon  private  attachments  to  the^*^^''* 
family,  be  will  not  be  furprifed  at  the  efFe£t  of  fo  general  a 
clamour,  which  was  increafed  l^  the  then  ftate  of  parties  in 
the  republic.     Luca  Pittiy^  whom  we  have  already  mentioned, 
continued  (till  to  be  poiFeiTed  'bf  great  power  in  the  flate ;  but 
Diotifdhn  knew,  that,  now  C^^  was  dead,  his  abilities  would 
appear  infufficient  for  fupportmg  his  ambition,,  which  was  to 
fucceed  Cofmo  in  the  intire  direaion  of  a£Fairs.     Agnolo  Jcdai^ 
^$li  and  fflcolo  Soderini  were  two  other  citizens  of  great 
weight  and  authority,  but  both  of  them  fecret  enemie*  %  the 
houfe  of  Medici.    Soderini  thought  their  power  was  uncon- 
ftitutional,  and  inconfiftent  with  public  liberty.    The  enmity 
of  Acciaivoli  was   perfonal,    and  arofe  from  the  following 

5;rounds.  His  fon  Rafael  had  married  4fejfandra^  of  the  B^ir^ 
amily,  with  a  large  fortune ;  but  family-difcontents  arifmg, 
one  of  her  friends,  by  force  of  arms,  took  her  from  her  huf- 
band  and  his  family,  who  complained  of  this  violence ;  and 
the  matter  was  referrc4  to  the  decifion  of  Cofmo  de  Medici. 
His  fentence  was,  That  the  lady's  fortune  (hould  be  reftored 
to  her  and  her  family,  and  that  fbe  (hould  be  intirely  at  her 
own  difpofal.  Acclaivo/i  refented  this  determination,  and  re- 
folved  to  be  revenged  on  Peter,  though  he  could  not  upon 
Co/mo.  All  thofe  citizens  difguifed  their  private  fentiments 
under  plauftble  pretexts.  They  exclaimed  againft  the  mono- 
poly of  power  in  one  family;  and  that  it  was  neceilary  to  He  grows 
reftore  the  conftitution  to  its  firft  principles,  by  reftoring  the  unpopular* 
magifirates  to  their  regular  fun£tions  in  tbcf  government. 
The  numerous  bankruptcies,  which  happened  by  Peter^s  de- 
mands. Coon  increafed  tliis  fpirit  of  difcontent,  which  was 
crowned  by  a  treaty  of  marriage  entered  into  by  Peter  between 
h^s  fon  Loren%$  and  a  Romcm  IWy  of  the  noble  family  of  Or/J- 
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ni.    This  match  torrefponded  fo  little  with  his  fadiei^«  prin^ 
ciples,  that  Peter  was  publicly  reviled  as  being  ambitious  and 
arrogant,  in  not  marrying  his  Ton  into  a  Florentine  family. 
PM'c  ex'      Notwithstanding  all  thofe  murmurings  and  difcon* 
bibitUm.    tents,  the  Medici  family  had  ftill  a  vaft  fway  in  Florence  j  and, 
Cofmohz\x\%  now  dead  a  year,  it  was  thought  proper  to  exhi- 
bit fome  public  (hews,  that  might  divert  the  minds  of  the 
people  from  fiate- affairs.  The  Florentines  were  exccffively  fond 
of  luch  exhibitions ;  one  of  which  reprefented  the  three  kin^ 
of  the  Eaft,  following  the  ilar  of  our  Sayiour's  nativity  to 
Bethlehem,  and  was  performed  with  fuch  pomp  and  magnifi- 
cence as  employed  all  Florence  five  months  in  preparing  it. 
This  exhibition  was  fucceeded  by  jufls  and  tournaments,  in 
which  the  Florentine  youth  challenged  thofe  of  all  Italy;  but 
Lorenzo  de  Medici^  the  eldeft  fon  of  Peter^  bore  the  praife  of 
addrefs  and  valour  from  them  all. 
Ttitt takes     Those  (hews  being  over,  the  public  diicontents  revived, 
part  wtb  The  authority  of  the  bcdia  was  near  expired  j  and  a  great 
*^duke  e/'party  was  for  difconiinuing  it,  and  putting  the  government 
™^-      upon  its  ancient  foundation.     But  other  difiicukies  now  oc- 
curred.   GaUaxzoy  the  young  duke  of  Milan^  deoianded  that 
the  fubfidy  paid  by  the  Florentines  to  his  father  (hould  be  con- 
tinued to  him.     This  was  flrongly  oppofed  by  a  great  party^ 
who  thought  that  Galeazzo  did  not  defcrve  the  £ime  conii- 
^  deraion  his  father  had  done;  and  that  the  payment  of  the 

fubfidy  ought  to  ceafe  at  the  latter's  death.  -  Peter  de  Medici 
was  of  a  very  different  opinion.  He  reproached  the  other 
party  with  avarice,  and  an  ill-timed  frugality;  and  urged, 
that  the  liberty  of  Florence  muft  be  ruined  by  the  Venetians,  if 
(he  (hould  feparate  herfelf  from  the  duke  of  Milan^  whofc 
youth  and  inexperience  would  render  him  an  ea(V  prey  to  that 
republic.  The  people,  in  general,  did  not  xtYxm  Peter  s  rea- 
foning;  and  his  enemies  now  held  private  meetings,  and  fub- 
fcribed  to  affociations  for  his  ruin.  But  when  they  came  to 
deliberate  upon  particulars,  Peter*s  enemies  could  agree  in 
^nothing.  The  wifeff  and  moff  public- fp'urited  part  of  them 
were  for  immediately  putting  an  end  to  the  power  of  the  ^^ 
and  for  reftoring  the  old  form  of  government.  They  urged, 
that*  this  muff  ruin  Petefs  power,  without  doing  any  injury  to 
the  peace  of  the  public ;  and  that  any  violent  methods  Would 
give  him  great  advantages,  by  affording  him  a  fpecious  pretext 
tor  arming  himfelf  and  his  party.  They  who  were  of  the 
oppofite  opinion  urged  the  danger  of  delays,  and  the  folly  of 
fuffering  Peter  co  live  in  a  city  where  his  intereft  was  (b 
powerful,  and  where  he  might  make  a  bad  uie  of  it ;  and 
that  the  other  opinion  was  nfore  plaufible  than  pradicable* 
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They  added,  that  they  never  could  have  fo  favourable  ah  op* 
portuntty,  as  then  prefented  itfelf,  for Pgter^s  ruin;  and  that 
they  ought  immediately  to  take  the  marquis  oi  Ferrara  into 
their  pay,  to  put  themfelves  in  arms,  and  to  call  a  fenate 
which  ihould  fini(h  the  work.      One  Nicolo  Fidinoy  who  was  Con/piracy 
kcxtizxy  to  the  meetings  of  Jeter's  enemies,  fufFered  himkHa^ainfi 
t6  be  corrupted ;  and  he  made  a  full  difcovcry  to  Pettr  of  ail  Peter  ^/i/^ 
his  enemies,  with  their  debates  and  pradlices  againft  him.    HtcovaeJ. 
was  ftartled  at  feeing  the  power  and  numbers  of  his  enemies, 
and  had  recourfe  to  a  counter-aflbciation,  in  which  he  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  well,  that  he  prevailed  with  great  numbers  to  fub- 
fcribe  for  him,    though   they  had   fubfcribed   againft  him 
before. 

Th£  time  for  the  choice  of  a  new  magiftracy  being  now. He  retai/ts 
arrived,  Nicalo  Soditiniy  whom  we  have  already  mentioned,  Us  power ^ 
was  chofen  gonfaldnier,  with  fuch  unanimity  and  apjYiaufe  of 
his  feHow-citizens,  that  he  was  crowned  with  an  olive-gar-i 
knd,  upon  his  exaltation  to  that  dignity,  as  a  fign  they  de* 
pended  on  him  for  rtfftoring  peace  and  liberty  to  the  ftate, 
Nicolo  had  ^ood  intentions,  and  was  bold  and  fpirited ;  but 
his  brother  Thomas  was  a  wtfer  man,  and  a  determined  friend 
to  the  houfe  of  Medici.  He  advifed  Ni4:ol9  to  perfevere  in  hit 
defign  of  reftoring  the  old  conftitution  of  government,  of 
making  new  imborfations,  and  eftablifhing  a  fet  of  magiftrates 
who  (hould  be  at  once  friends  to  the  peace  and  the  liberties 
of  their  <;ountry.  Nicolo  attempted  all  this ;  but  found  ic 
impradicable  to  be  executed,  through  the  oppofition  it  met 
with  from  the  violent  party.  The  time  of  his  magiftracy 
therefore  expired,  without  his  doing  any  thing  anfwerable  to 
the  high  idea  conceived  of  him.  This  inefiicacy  gave  gcea( 
advantages  to  Peier^  whofe  party  was  now  more  united  and 
flrengthened  than  ever ;  and  his  enemies  found  it  advifeable  to 
temporize  for  fome  months.  Finding,  however,  that  they  loft 
ground  every  day,  they  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  force,  to  kill 
Peter^  who  then  lay  fick  at  his  houfe  at  Coreggto^  and  to  in- 
vite the  marcjuis  of  Ferrara  with  his  troops  to  ^heir  affiftan<;e. 
They  then  refolved  to  nifli  armed  into  the  fenate-houfe,  and 
to  oblige  the  members  to  come  into  their  meafures,  by  eftab- 
iift^ing  fuch  a  magiftracy  as  they  ftiould  prefcribe.  Diotifalvi 
had  a  great  hand  in  thofe  refolutions ;  but  diiTembled  fo  well, 
that  he  every  day  attended  Peters  and  gave  him  his  advice,  ' 
relating  to  public  affairs,  feemingly  with  great  ftnccrity. 

PETE  R  had  early  and  certain  intelligence  of  all  \x\^  and  takes 
enemies  defigns,  and  refolved  to  be  beforehand  with  them;  arms^ 
Summoning  his  friends,  he  put  himfqlf  and  thfm  in  arms; 
and  declared,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Giovanai  Ben- 
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thogEa.  of  Bologna^  informing  him,  that  the  marq^iis  of  Pn^ 
rara  was  in  full  march,  at  the  head  of  an  army,  againftF/p-r 
rena.    He  then  iet  out  for  that  city,  and,  without  his  enemies 
fufpefling  his  defign,  entered  it.    They  immediately  ran  to 
arms  likewife ;  but  were  inferior,  both  in  numbers  and  ap- 
pearance, to  Petir*%  friends.     Diotifahi^   in  confiernation^ 
ran  about,  fometimes  perfuading  the  fenaton,  and  fometimes 
Pittly  to  oblige  Tettr  to  lay  down  his  arms,     Nicolo  SeJerini 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  common  people  of  that  quar- 
ter of  the  town  where  he  lived,  and  repaired  toPiM/,  whoa% 
he  flrehuoufly  exhorted  to  appear  on  horfeback  againft  P^/^r, 
and  to  encourage  the  fenators  to  oppofe  hm*    But  Pittiy  who 
bad  bedn  before  this  time  brought  over  to  the  party  of  th^ 
Mfdiciy  was  fo  far  from  following^  ^^^ini's  advice,   that  he 
obliged  him  to  return  to  his  houfe,  deciding,  that  his  inten- 
tion was  to  refer  all  matters  in  dilpuce  to  the  fenate,  and  that 
every  man  (hould  lay  afide  his  arms.    Tbi^  declaration  of  Piifi 
was  of  great  fervi^e  to  Peter ;  and  niany,  who  had  been  the 
mod  forward  againft  him,  now  appeared  on  his  fide.     The 
fenators  ftill  continued  to  be  ihut  up  in  the  palace,  without 
coming  to  any  determination ;   but  an  accomoiodation  was 
now  fet  on  foot,  and  it  was  refolved,  that  a  deputation  {houl4 
be  fent  to  Peter^  who  remained  indifpofed  at  his  houfe,  to 
complain  of  the  tumults  in  the  city,  whiph  had  been  begui) 
by  his  taking  arms,  and  to  know  his  meaning  and  reafons  fof 
His  enemies  fo  doing.     Peter's  anfwer  was,  th^t  he  had  been  confirained 
iafflgif,       by  the  injuftice  of  his  enemies,  and  by  their  fecrct  unwar- 
rantable cabals  againft  ht$  life  and  dignity,  to  put  himfelf  iq 
arms ;  that  he  had  remained,  ever  flnce  bis  re-entering  Fio^ 
rencey  upon  the  dcfenfive,  without  ftirring  from  bis  own  houfe  ^ 
that  his  enemies  were  miftaken,  if  they  imagined  he  had  any 
intention  of  reviving  the  power  of  the  baliay  or  of  depriving 
the  magiftrates  of  their  authority  ;   that  neither  he  nor  hi^ 
father  had  ever  had  fuch  intentions;  and  that  it  was  not  owing 
to  them  that"  the  powers  of  the  balia  were  continued.     He 
then  reproacfifd  them  with  ingratitude  to  Cofm»^  and  the  fa- 
mily of  tht  Medici  I  and  with  their  not  thinking  themfelve$ 
fa&  to  live  in  the  fame  city  with  him,  who  was  the  Ion  of 
their  greateft  benefador.     He  next,  addrefied  himfelf,  in  ^ 
more  particular  manner,  to  Diotifahiy  and  others,  who  lay 
under  the  greateft  obligations  to  bis  father  and  his  family,  in 
fo  fplrited  a  manner,  jthat  it  was  with  difficulty  he  reftrained 
kis  friends  from  putting  them  to  death.    He  concluded  by  de* 
daring,  that  all  he  meant  was  to  live  in  peace  and  fecurity» 
and  that  be  W4S  ready  to  refer  all  matter?  in  difputc  to  the 
feoaic. 
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T«B  heads  of  the  oppofite  party,  however,  were  far  from  anJ  la- 
trufting  to  P€tir*9  profeffions.  Nico/o  Soderiniy  after  com-  mjbed* 
mitting  the  care  of  bis  family  to  his  brother,  retired  to  his 
houfe  in  the  country  \  and  it  was  eafy  tp  fee  that  the  city  was 
upon  the  eve  of  a  new  revolution*  Bernardo  Lotti^  one  of 
Peter's  adverfaries,  was  then  gonfalonier ;  but  upon  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  of  his  magiftracy,  he  was  fucceeded,  in 
1464,  by  RokertB  Lioniy  who  no  fooner  entered  upon  his  office 
than  he  Summoned  the  people,  and  created  a  new  hdia  and 
in^iftracy,  compofed  of  Peter's  friends. 

Upon  this,  4gnolc  AccieHvoU  fled  to  Naples ;  DifftifiAvi^  and  Fall  tf 
J^kolo  SoderinSy  to  Venice  i   Giovanni  Neroni^   archbi(hop  of  P*^^ 
Florence^  took  refuge  in  Rome:  and  thus  the  whole  faftion, 
that  had  pppofed  the  houfe  of  11/lediciy  were  diffipated  and  at- 
tainted J  for  all  who  Jed  were  declared  rebels.     Thofe  who    ' 
had  the  courage  to  ftay  were  put  under  confinement,  and 
fome  were  even  put  to  death,  while  others  underwent  the 
Tack#     Luca  Piitiy  relying  upon  the  connections  he  had  formed 
with  Peter  de  Medici^  had  the  courage  to  remain  in  florence  5 
hut  fell  from  the  height  of  popularity  into  the  moft  abjeft  con- 
jtempt :  all  his  friends  were  either  ruined  themfelves,  or  had 
abandoned  him,  and  none  ventAired  to  take  any  public  notice 
of  him.     A  (lop  was  put  to  the  magnificent  edifices  he  had 
i>%un,  and  many  now  demanded  reftitution  of  the  prefents 
they  had  made  him  for  carrying  them  on. 

The  exiled  Florentines^  as  ufual,  formed  cabals  and  con-  Intrigwss^ 
(piracies  for  reftoring  themfelves  to  their  country.  But  Jg-  ^^^  f^** 
nolo  AcciaivoUy  before  he  entered  upon  any  pradlices  of  that 
kind,  fent  an  apology  for  his  condufl  in  a  letter  to  Peter  j 
putting  him  in  mind  of  his  fidelity  and  fiiflerings  for  the  houfe 
of  Medici^  and  for  Cofmc  in  particular.  He  declared  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  had  no  motive  for  oppofing  Peter^  but  the 
fervicc  of  his  country,  which  he  was  afraid  might  fufFer,  if 
Feteir^  who  was  in  a  bad  ftate  of  health,  fhould  die.  Peter 
anfwered  this  letter  in  a  very  farcaftical  manner,  and  put  ^r- 
aaiv^U  in  mind  of  the  great  rewards  he  had  received  for  his 
fervices  to  his  father ;  and  concluded  with  the  following  ex- 
preiBon,  **  If  you  have  been  rewarded  for  your  merits,  it  h 
'*  but  juft  you  fhould  be  punifhed  for  your  offences.  You 
♦*  never  can  plead  the  love  of  your  country  as  an  excufe,  as 
**  it  is  well  known  that  the  family  of  Medici  have  been  as 
**  good  friends  as  ever  that  of  Jcciaivoli  were  to  Florence. 
**  Live  therefore  where  you  are  in  difgrace,  as  you  knew  not 
•'  how  to  live  here  with  honour.'' 

This- remarkable  letter  breathes  the  fpirit  of  thofe  times, 
and  fliews  the  rancour   of  the  two  factions  againft  one 
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^nether.     JccSaholi,  finding  his  application  defeated,  went 
to  Roniiy  where  many  of  the  other  exiles  refidcd,  and  ciid  alj 
they  could  to  blaft  the  credit  of  the  houfe  of  Medici  there  j 
but  to  no  purpofe.     Diotifahi  and  flicolo  Sodiriniy  on  the 
ff^tf  Vcnc- other  hand,   applied  to  Giovanni  Francifco  of  Ferrara^  tho 
^ans  dt'    fon  of  Palla  Strozp^  whp  had  been  baniined  from  Florence  in 
^^''f  1438*  and  brought  h™  ^o  join  vf'ith  them  in  folliciting  the 

^atttjf  J  ^^^  fenate  of  Venice^  in  affiftins  tbem  to  drive  the 
^lofcncc,  Jifg^j^^^„  faaion  out  of  Florence.  .  They  put  the  Venetians 
in  mind,  that  all  the  lofles  they  had  fuflained  in  Lombardy 
were  ojviog  to  Cofmo  de  Medici  \  and  they  rcprefented 
Peter  and  his  party  as  a  treacherous  bloody  fet  of  men. 
who  had  ufurped  the  government  of  their  country,  and 
had  baniflied,  or  put  to  death,  her  bed  friends  and  pa- 
triots; and  ^hey  concluded  with  imploring  the  compaflion 
of  a  ftate  which  enjoyed  its  liberty,  in  favour  of  one  that 
V^as  enslaved.  Thole  arguments  were  fo  well  received  by  the 
Veneticpis,  that  they  ordered  their  general  Bartolomeo  Cog^ 
Hone  to  invade  the  Florentine  territories,  and  to  join  hi^ 
troop?  with  thpfe  of  the  duke  of  Ferrara,  under  Ercok 
.      (TF/le. 

?d invade  IT  appears  th^t  the  Fhrentines  did  not  expeS  thjs  invafion. 
afcany.  Peter.de  Medici^  2nd  his  friends,  had  celebrated  days  of 
folemn  thankfgiving  for  the  prefervation  of  theftate,  and  thp 
re-union  of  their  government;  but  they  had  taken  no  mea- 
fures  for  warding  off  the  blow  that  now  fell  upon  them.  Th^ 
combined  army  having  entered  the  Florentine  territories,  com- 
mitted great  ravages,  and  the  Florentines  applied  for  affiflanc^ 
to  ihtkin^  of  Naples 9  and  the  duke  of  ^/A?;?,  appointing  the 
count  of  Urbino  at  the  fame  time  their  general.  Ferdinand 
readily  promifed  them  his  affiftance,  and  fent  them  fome  troops 
under  the  command  of  his  fon  Alphonfoi  but  Galeazzo  cztne 
in  perfon  to  their  relief.  We  are  however  to  underftand, 
that  the  Florentines  were  to  pay  for  their  fuccours,  and  had  ad- 
vanced great  fums  for  that  purpofe.  The  rendezvous  of  their 
army  was  appointed  to  be  at  Cajlracuzo^  a  Florentine  town  be- 
tween Tufcany  and  the  Romagna ;  but  before  the  armies  could  be 
affemblcd,  the  Venetians  and  their  allies  had  retreated  to  Imola^ 
JiifeonUnts  with  little  or  no  lofs.  This  created  great  difcontents  amongf^ 
at  Flo-  the  FkrentineSy  who  loudly  accufed  their  (ield-deputies,  or 
fence.  council  of  war,  with  mifmanagcment,  and  Warned  them  with, 
having  fquandered  the  public  money  to  no  purpofe.  It  foon 
appeared  that  the  fault  lay  itiGaleazzOy  a  young  unexperienceji 
prince,  and  without  any  talents  for  war.  A  few  inconfidera- 
ble  (kirmifhes  however  enfoed,  and  the  Florentine  council  of 
jvar  declared,  that  they  cpuld  cxpcii  no  fuccefs  while  Galcai^ 
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fu  commanded.  Upon  this  deputies  were  fent  to  perfuade 
him  to  return  to  Milan^  on  pretence  that  if  he  &Oiild  come  to 
any  misfortune  in  the  field,  his  perfonwas  of  fo  great  confe- 
quence  to  the  common  caufe,  that  their  (tate  mufl  be  ruined. 
They  reprcfented  at  the  fame  time,  that  having  but  lately 
fucceeded  to  his  dukedom,  his  prefence  might  be  neceffary  in 
his  own  dominions.  An  application  fo  feemingly  rcfpedful, 
prevailed  on  GaUaxzo  to  return  immediately  to  Milan, 

This  obftacle  being  removed,  the  Florentines  arid  their  A  remarks 
allies   took  the  field,  and  one  of  thofe  ridiculous  \izv^%^  ahlehattl^ 
which  was  fo  common  in  thofe  days,  was  fought:  for  though 
it  lafted  for  half  a  day,  no  perfon  was  killed  on  either  fide, 
and  neither  gained  the  leaft  advantage ;  only  a  few  horfes 
being  wounded,  and  fome  prlfoners  made. 

This  battle,  however,  though  it  may  be  faid  to  have  A  fence 
been  bloodlefs,  was  decifive.  Winter  coming*  on,  the  Vene^  concluded^ 
fian  general  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Ravenna*  The  Milanefe 
and  lYit  Neapolitans  returned  to  their  feveral  countries,  ahd  the 
Florentines  to  Tufcany.  The  Florentine  exiles,  animated  by 
refeniment  and  defpair,  would  have  kept  the  field  \  but  their 
followers  beginning  to  clamour  for  money,  ihey  were  obliged 
to  difperfe.  Diotifalvi  took  refuse  in  Ferrara^  where  h* 
met  with  a  kind  reception  from  that  duke.  Nicolo  Acciaivoh 
fled  to  Ravenna^  where  the  Fenetians  fettled  a  pcnfion  upon 
him,  and  he  there  died  in  old  age.  Unflieadinefs  and  want 
of  refolution  occafioned  his  misfortunes;  but  he  had  the  re- 
putation of  being  brave  and  hotieft.  The  Fenetiam  now 
found  that  the  Florentine  exiles  had  been  too  fanguine  in  their 
expeAationsofan  infurredion  in  that  city;  and  feeing  that  .  , 

they  were  no  longer  to  hp  depended  upon,  began  to  liften  to 
an  accommodation,  which  wps  concluded  with  tittle  or  no 
difficulty.  The  Florentines  might  now  have  lived  quiet,  had 
not  the  remains  of  fadion  ftill  been  alive  amongft  them.  To 
complete  the  public  n)isfortunes,  Peter  de  Medici^  though  not 
puch  above  fifty  years  of  age,  was  fo  infirm  and  feeble,  .  , 
that  he  could  not  ftir  abroad,  and  was  ignorant  of  the  intrigues  ^ 

and  heart-burnings  that  prevailed  amongft  his  fellow  citizens, 
ivho  feemed  to  make  ufe  of  the  peac*'  they  had  acquired 
abroad,  only  that  they  might  profecute  their  dHTentions  more 
furioufly  at  home.  Many  of  the  wifctt  jand  moft  virtuous 
amongft  them,  had  behaved  Avith  moderation  duiing  the  late 
troubles,  and  all  fuch  were  branded  by  the  violent  as  being 
friends  to  the  exiles  ind  the  outed  faflion.  Bardo  Altoviti^  who 
Was  then  the  gonfalonier  of  juftice,  encreafed  ihc  diforders  ©f 
the  public  by  difplacing  fronj  their  office  many  citizens,  and 
baxufliing  others* 
'      •  .At 
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P>tcr  dc       At  laft  the  opprcffion,  pride,  and  ty nanny  of  thofc  iit 
A  i^^A^  power,  came  lo  FeUr's  ears;  but  being  confined  to  his  bcd^ 
tbech  tbi  he  could  apply  no  other  remedy  but  earnefl  exhortations  for 
il^<^^fhi  "".^'^'"''^y*  ?wid  remonftrances  upon  the  danger  of  their  cnc- 
Urhf  ''™^*  returning  and  driving  them  out  of  the  city.    To  givp 
flV^        fome  amufcrocnt  at  the  (ame  time  to  their  i cftlcfs  /pirits,  the 
marriage  of  his  fon  Lorenzo  with  Clarice  of  Orjiniy  w^s  no\ir 
celebrated  with  all  the  profufion  of  pomp  and  magnificence 
which  Peter*^  gxtzt  wealth  could  furnifli,  and  the  fertile  ge- 
nius of  the  I%renti?us  invent.     After  many  luxurious  daysj^ 
the  reprefentation  of  a  battle  on  horfeback,  and  the  ftorminja; 
of  a  town,  were  exhibited  and  conducted  with  the  utmott 
decorum  anciaddrefs.     Tbofe  amufements  diverted  the  public 
for  fome  time;  but  the  fpirit  of  faSion  recurred  with  fuch 
violence,  that  Peterj  whofe  infirmities  every  day  increafed, 
found  himfelf  under  the  necefiity  of  altering  the  whole  fyfieo^ 
of  his  conduct.    For  this  piirpofe  he  called  before  him  the 
chief  Florentines  A  he  bitterly  reproached  them  for  their  ambi- 
tion, their  rapacioufnefs,  their  having  monopolized  to  them- 
felves  the  revenues  of  the  public,  the  eftates  of  their  exiles, 
with  all  the  honours  and  dignities  in  the  ciry^  and  not  con- 
tented even  with  that,  had  exercifed  their  power  with  in*- 
Judice  and  cruelty' over  the  innocent^  by  their  violence  and 
venality.  He  concluded  his  (peech  by  folemnly  alTuring  them, 
that  unlefs  they  amended  .their  behaviour,  he  Oiould  repent  of 
his  fuccefies,  and  find  means  to  majce  them  repent  the  abufe 
of  their  power. 
Bis  ie-    ^    It  appears  from  thb  fpeech,  that  the  fpirit  and  intelleda 
fi^^         of  Peter  y^ere  dill  vigorous,  and  his  name  was  fo  much  re- 
fpeded,  that  they  to  vvhom  it  was  addreiled  returned  him  % 
re/pe£lful  anfwer.     In  a  fe^  .^ays,  however,  they  relapfed 
into   al),  their  former  difordexs,  and  Peia-  privately  invited 
^   Acciaivoli  to  come  to  his  houfe  at  Caffagivoloy  to  confult  with 
him  about  the  reformation  of  the  ftate;  and  according  tp 
Jkfac'hiavel^  they  had  refolved  to  recal  all  the  exiles,  and  to 
deaib,        rcprefs  the  fury  of  the  faSious  citixeiw,  when  PiUr  de  Medici 

died,  in  the  fifty -third  year  of  hisjige. 

-and reflect     When  a  great  family  or  man  is  illuftrious  for  private  vir- 

tionsonhi$x\xt%^  their  public  condu(9  often  meets  with  applaufe  that  it 

fkara^er.  Joes  not  deferve.    Nothing  feems  to  be  more  certain,  than 

that  the  fundamental  conftitution  of  Florence  had  been  more 

than  once  fubvertcd  by  the  two  laft  heads  of  the  houfe  of 

Medici,^  and  that  Peter  particulariy  had  been  too  inflexible 

and  vindi^Stive  againft  fome  of  the  greaceft  and  wortbieft  of 

*-  Machiave;«,  book  vii. 
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^t  Florentines^  He  faw  bb  enor  when  it  was  too  late  to 
fnend  it ;  and  he  would  gladly  have  reinftated  in  their  country 
the  very  men  whom  he  had  but  fome  years  before To  ignomi- 
nioufly  fpurned  out  of  it.  In  other  refpeds^  Peter  feems  to 
have  been  no  unworthy  defcendant  of  his  race.  In  his  perfon 
)ie  appears  to  have  been  brave  and  reiblute.  The  unpopu- 
larity into  which  he  fell  at  one  part  of  his  life,  proceeded 
from  his  truftine  too  much  to  his  father's  friends;  and  to  thia 
he  was  partly  oBliged,  by  his  not  being  able,  thro'  his  infir^r 
inities,  to  look  into  his  own  affairs  in  perfon.  He  certainly 
wi(bed'  as  well  to  h'ls  country  as  th^  violence  of  the  fadions 
formed  againft  him  gave  him  leave  \  and  he  had  the  art,, 
when  her  original  conftitution  was  reftored,  ftill  to  retain 
his  influence  and  authority  in  the  date.  He  was  buried  near 
\ns  father  in  the  church  of  St.  Lawrence  with  vaft  pomp. 

Several  other  deaths  of  great  confequence  happened  in 
Jtaly  at  the  fame  time,  particularly  thoffc  of  jBorfo  iEJle^ 
inarquis  of  Ferrara^  who  was  fucc6eded  by  his  fon  Hercules^ 
and  of  Gifmond  of  Rimini^  whofe  fon  and  fucceflbr  was  Ro^ 
^eri.  The  next  death  of  confequence  was  that  of  pope  Paul  II. 
lehich  happened  in  147 1.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Sixtus  IV.  one 
of  the  rooft  enterprifing  pontiffs  that  had  ever  mounted  the  pa-  '^^  *^* 
pal  jhrone,  and  likewife  one  of  the  moft  fuccefsful,  though  a  t/^Jl'^ 
man  of  no  family,  and  of  as  little  virtue:  he  owed  his  ad-  ^^^  ^ 
yancement  to  hypocrify,  *  and  the  appearance  of  fandity.  pf^j^^a^ 
He  had  two  fons,  Pettr  and  Girolamo^  whom  he  called  his 
nephews :  he  made  the  former  a  cardinal,  an  order  which 
now  appeared  in  its'  greateft  luftre :  he  dripped  Antonio  Orde^ 
\affoi  the  city  of  Forli^  which  his  family  had  poflefled  many 
years,  and  gave  it  to  Girolamo^  who  likewife  received  the  city 
of  Imola  in  d6wer  with  his  wife  Catharine^  natural  daughter 
to  the  duke  o(  Afilan.  In  (bort,  the  luftre  and  power  of  the 
popedom  never  had  been  (b  hi^  as  now ;  and  it  was  owing  to 
a  caufe  that  naturally  ought  to  have  contributed  to  diminifli 
both,  I  mean  the  growing  power  of  the  infidels,  who  were 
now  mafters  of  Negropontg.  The  confternation  this  occa* 
iioxied  in  Europe^  but  more  particularly  in  Italyy  united  the 
Chriffian  princes  amongft  themfelves ;  and  all  turned  their 
eyes  towards  the  pope,  for  flopping  the  progrcfs  of  the  infi- 
dels, which  could  only  be  done  by  his  bulls  and  exhorta- 
tions. Neither  Paul  IL  nor  Sixfus  IV.  had  any  fuch  inten- 
tion ;  but  they  were  of  great  ufe  to  princes  who  wanted  to 
raife  armies,  and  maintain  them  cheap,  under  pretence  of 
crufades ;  for  after  that  pretence  was  dropt,  the  pope  gene- 
rally gave  thofe  princes  who  favoured  them  moft,  an  indul- 
gence or  powf r  to  Jippl^'  in  their  own  private  puipofes  what 
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i)umber  of  troops  fo  raifed  they  pleafed.    Thus  moft  of  the 
Chriftian  potentates,   about  this  time,  found  their  account  in 
paying  a  moft  flavifli  fubmiflion  to  the  fee  of  Rome^  which 
the  popes,  efpeci^lly  the  Italians^  well  knew  how  to  improve 
to  the  utmoft. 
Pctery«r.       PETER  de  Medici  left  two  fons,  Lorenzo  and  GiuUan^ 
feeJed  by    both  of  them,  particularly  the  eldeft,  of  great  hopes,  but  as 
kis  two      yet  too  young  for  taking  into  their  own  hands  the  reins  of 
y^«  government.     Not  only  the  people  of  Florence  therefore,  but 

moft  of  the  priiices  of  Italy^  turned  their  eyes  upon  Thomas 
Soderiniy  who  was  then  the  leading  man  in  Florence j  and  as 
fuch  paid  him  their  compliments ;  but  Thomas  gave  on  that 
Qccadon  a  noble  and  difmterefted  proof  of  the  attachment  he 
had  always  profcfled  to  the  family  of  Medici.  He  did  not  even 
deign  to  anfwer  the  letters  of  felicitation  which  the  Italian 
princes  fent  to  him ;  and  he  took  all  occafions  to  recommend 
the  fons  of  Peter  de  Medici  to  his  fellow- citizens,  as  the  pro- 
»  per  objefls  of  their  love  ind  regard.  At  laft,  that  he  might 
confirm  them  in  their  interefls,  he  fummoned  the  heads  of 
?I1  the  Florentine  nobility  to  the  convent  of  5.  Antonio^  and 
prcfcnted  to  them  the  two  young  noblemen,  rcquefting  them 
to  maintain  them  in  the  full  poffeflion  of  the  honour  and 
authority  of  their  hoafc,  as  being  the  fureft  means  of  con- 
fylting  the  tranquillity  and  xwit^tn'^tncy -oi  Florence  \  adding, 
that  every  other  power  fet  up  in*  the  ftate,  than  that  of  the 
Medici  family,  muft  be  tumultuous  and  fliort-livied,  "Thomas 
having  finiflied  his  fpeech,  Lorenzoy  the  eldeft  brother,  id- 
Fidelit  of^^^^  ^^^  afTembly  in  fo  manly,  yet  moving  a  manner,  as  to 
g^^j^^j^j  6onvince  them  that  he  would  one  day  become  an  honour  and 
to  them,  ornament  to  his  country;  infomuch  that  tirprcfcot  before 
the  afTembly  broke  up,  fwore  folemnly  to  ftand  by  Lorenzo 
and  his  brother,  as  if  they  were  their  own  children  ;  while 
the  cwo  brothers  promifed  to  obey  the  nobility  prcfent  as  their 
fathers;  and  from  thenceforth  thofe  young  men  were  looked 
upon  as  the  princes,  or  leading  perfons  of  the  city,  and  ihcy 
were  fo  wife  as  to  be  directed  by  Thomas  Soderini. 
Confpiracy  Whii/E  everything  was  thus  quiet  in  Florence^  a  danger- 
4iFaijtfi  ous  confpiracy  broke  out  in  its  territory.  The  two  heads  of 
Pjato,  the  family  of  Nardi  had,  during  (he  late  commotions,  been 
firft  banifhed,  and  then  declared  rebels;  their  names  were 
Sihe/ier  and  Bernardo,  The  latter  being  poor,  head-ftrong, 
and  refolutc,  confulted  how  he  might  raife  a  war  in  Tufcany^ 
that  might  weaken  and  divide  his  countrymen.  Having  ma- 
ny acquaintances  amongft  the  Pijioiansy  a  people  remarkablv 
turbulent  and  warlike,  cfpecially  in  the  family  of  Palandrty 
who  had  a  great  eftate  in  the  country  of  Pijloia^  he  confulted 
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Widi  them  how  he  could  furprife  Prato^  another  city  and 
diftri^  belonging  to  the  Florentines.  He  was  encouraged  in 
his  defign  by  the  difcontents  which  appeared  againft  the  Fh^ 
rentine  magiflratcs  in  Pijioia^  and  likewife  in  Prato;  and  he 
opened  his  mind  upon  the  fubje(Sl  to  Dioti/ahiy  to  know  his 
opinion,  whether  he  was  to  expedV  fupporc  from  other  dates 
and  princes  if  he  (hould  fucceed  in  furprifing  Prato  ?  Dsoti^ 
falvi  thought  the  attempt  was  both  hazardous  and  improbable  j 
but  glad  of  every  opportunity  to  be  revenged  upon  his  coun- 
trymen, he  diiTembled  his  fentiments,  and  undertook  to  en- 
gage both  the  Firrarefe  and  the  Bohgnefe  to  fend  affiftance  to 
Birnardoj  if  he  could  furprife  Prato^  and  maintain  poileffion 
of  it  fifteen  days.  Upon  this  aflurancc,  Bernardo  fecretly  re- 
newed his  application  to  the /'^/s;?^/ family,  who  promifed  ro 
back  him }  and  repairing  privately  to  ^rato^  he  formed  a 
fmall  party  of  the  difcontented,  who  engaged  ta  favour  hrs 
admiilion  into  the  town.  As  the  force  with  whicji  Bernantf 
propofed  to  execute  this  enterprize  was  very  difproportioned 
to  its  importance  and  danger,  he  proceeded  by  ftratagem : 
he  knew  that  in  time  of  peace  the  governors  of  the  towns  in 
Tufcany  are  not  very  fcrupulous  of  admitting  the  inhabitants 
by  night ;  and  it  was  agreed  between  him  and  his  party  In 
PratOy  that  they  fliould  be  in  arms  by  a  certain  hour,  to  fa-* 
vour  his  entrance,  when  he  fliould  prefent  himfelf  before  the 
town,  and  Diottfalvi  was  punfiually  informed  of  all  that 
pafled. 

All  the  force  that  Bernardo  could  colled,  confided  of  nvbicb  is 
.about  one  hundred  horfe,  and  being  exaft  to  his  time,  one  of  ^^^'^^» 
his  party  within  the  place  applied  to  Cefar  Petrucciy  the  Flo-  ^^  '^' 
,  rentine  governor,  for  the  keys  of  the  gates  to  admit  a  citizen,  ^^^fP'^^  * 
.and  Petrucci  readily  fent  them  by  one  of  his  own  fervants,  ^^^ifj^' 
whom  the  confpirators  fecurcd  before  he  reached  the  gate,  ^J^^' 
and  forcing  the  keys  from  him,  they  admitted  Bernardo  and 
bis  attendants  into  the  town,  where  he  was  joined  by  the 
other  confpirators.     T'hey  then  divided  themfelves  into  two 
parties  s  one  of  them  headed  by  Sihejiery  a  Pratonefe^  who 
furprifed  the  citadel,  and  the  other  by  Bernardo^  who  took 
pofleflion  of  th^  palace,  and  made  l^ethicct  and  his  family 
prifoners.     After  this  they  ran  through  the  town  and  pro- 
claimed liberty;  but  no  fooner  did  day  break,  than  the  inha- 
bitants, rather  amazed  at  than  favouring  the  revolution,  af- 
fembled  in  the  market-place  without  joining  Bernardo.    The 
adminiftration  of   the  civil  government  of  Prato  was  held 
under  x\\t  Florentines  by  eight  of  the  citizens,  who  immedi- 
ately met  in  their  palace  to  deliberate  how  to  behave.     By 
this  time  Bernardo  and  kls  party,  after  travcrfing  the  town, 
•   6  fuur.d 
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found  tbat  they  had  been  joined  l^  few  or  none  of  the  in)li« 
bicants  ;  and  therefore,  as  his  laft  tentative,  he  demanded  to 
be  admitted  to  a  conference  with  the  eight  magiftrates. 
This  being  granted,  be  declared,  that  be  wanted  to  refcue 
them  from  flavery,  and  to  reftore  them  to  their  ancient  liber- 
ties: he  expatiated  upon  the  glory  that  would  attend  their 
joining  him  :  he  laid  before  them  the  certainty  of  being  fuc- 
coured,  if  they  would  hold  out  the  place  but  for  a  few  days  % 
and  he  afiured  them,  that  they  woii?  be  fupported  by  a 
ilrong  party  in  Florence^  who  were  ready  to  declare  for  tnem 
as  foon  as  they  heard  that  the  townfmen  joined  hiiii. 

Th£  magiftrates  anfwered  with  great  ileadinefs,  that  the 
Fknntine  government  had  always  been  fuch,  as  to  give  them 
noreafonfor  revolting  from  it;  they  therefore  thought  that 
his  beft  courfe  would  be  to  abandon  his  defperate  enterprise^ 
to  releafie  the  podefta  and  his  family^  and  to  leave  the  town. 
Btrnardo  was  fo  far  from  following  this  advice,  that  he  gave 
immediate  orders  for  bringing  forth  the  podefta,  and  hanging 
bim  before  the  windows  of  the  palace.  This  inhuman  com- 
mand was  on  the  point  of  beitig  executed.  The  podefta  ap« 
pared  at  the  window  with  the  halter  about  his  neck,  but 
before  he  was  turned  off,  addrelBng  himfelf  to  Bernadoy  he 
put  him  in  mind  of  his  folly  in  ordering  him  to  be  banged^ 
by  aflurtng  him,  that  his  murder  would  render  the  Pratonefi 
hisrirreconcileable  enemies  $  and  that  if  he  granted  him  his 
life,  he  had  a  chance  of  accomplifiiing  his  dehgn,  becaufe  be 
(the  podefta)  would  be  then  able  to  do  him  fervice. 

This  artful  fpeech  faved  the  podefta's  life.  Bernard 
thought  he  could  not  do  better  than  to  take  hid  advice ;  and 
after  obliging  him  to  harangue  the  people  in  favour  of  the 
confpiracy^  he  re-committed  him  to  prifon.  By  this  time 
the  inhabitants,  having  recovered  from  their  confternation, 
and  feeing  what  a  defpicable  handful  followed  Bernardo,  they 
began  to  look  upon  the  confpiracy  rather  as  ridiculous  than 
dangeroua;  and  the  Fkrentinis^  who  then  lived  at  Prato^  with 
the  beft  afieded  citizens,  putting  themfelves  ander  the  com- 
mand of  Georgio  Gincriy  a  knight  of  Rhodes,  attacked  Ber^ 
nardo  as  he  was  haranguing  the  people  in  the  market-place, 
wounded  and  took  him  prifqner,  releafed  the  podefta,  and 
either  killed  or  took  prifoners  the  reft  of  the  confpirators. 
florerue  was  filled  with  moft  difmal  relations  of  this  confpt'^ 
racy,  which  reprefented  the  place  to  be  taken,  the  podefta 
and  his  family  to  be  put  to  death,  the  Plftoians  all  in  arms, 
and  many  of  the  Florentines  themfelves  to  favour  the  revolt. 
The  magiftrates  immediately  ordered  as  many  troops  as  the 
Ihortnefs  of  the  time  would  permit  to  be  got  together,  and 
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gave  the  command  of  them  to  R.ohert  di  St.  Sevmno^  Who 
was  reckoned  to  be  a  good  officer,  with  orders  to  march  dt- 
re£l]y  towards  Prato ;   but  he  foon  had  reafon  to  return,  by 
the  news  which  met  him  from  Petrucd  on  the  road.    When  Death  9/ 
Bemard(A  was  brought  to  Ploreneej  being  queftioncd  by  the  the  chief 
Biagiflrates  about  the  roadnefs  of  his  attempt,  he  ekcufed  it^nfpirat^r.' 
by  laying,  that  he  chofe  to  die  in  Florence  rather  than  live 
m  exile,  and  that  his  latter  end  (bould  be  fignalized  by  fome 
aiemorable  event. 

It  is  obferved  by  Machiavel*^  that  the  tranquility  re^orti  Change  itr 
to  Florence  by  the  prudence  and  moderation  of  her  gbvern-  the  man- 
iiient,  and  the  defeat  of  the  above  ill-judged  confpiracy,  in-  nen  of  tber 
troduced  an  alteration   of  manners  amongft-  the  citizens.  ^^^''***" 
Their  drefi,  their  entertainments  of  all  kinds,  and  their  di-  ^"^^^^ 
Teriions,  efpecially  amongil  the  younger  fort,  were  now  ex- 
travagant*   Their  eftates  were  loft  by  gaming,  or  Ipent  upon 
women.    New  modes  of  fpeech  and  talking  were  invented^ 
and  a  farcaftical  turn  of  wit  was  introduced  into  converfation. 
The  truth  is,  the  cultivation  of  the  polite  arts,  which  flour* 
Hhed  now  more  in  Florence  than  in  any  part  of  the  worlds 
was,  perhaps,  of  no  fervice  to  the  mor^s  of  its  inhabitantSr 
whofe  eflates  could  afford  them  the  refinements  and  luxuries 
of  life,  efpecially  at  a  time  of  profound  tranquility  and  great 
vOpulence.    But  thofe  abufes  and  innovations  were  greatly 
heightened  by  the  arrival  of  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Milm 
at  Floreneey,  under  pretence  of  performing  a  vow  of  devotion. 
The)r  were  attended  by  their  whole  court,  which  was  very 
4)lendtd  ;    and  their  reception  was  equally  fo,  the  Florentines- 
thinking  they  could  not   fufSdently  exprefs  their  gratitude' 
for  fo  |ood  an  ally,  and  their  regard  for  fo  great  a  princf , 
The  milanefe  courtiers,  however,  though  TtaUanSy  were  of  sr 
very  different  caft  from  thofe  of  the  reft  of  Europe',  for,  tho^ 
k  was  Lent  time,  and  tho'  they  were  in  the  very  neighbour- 
hood of  the  holy  fee,  they  would  tafte  nothing  but  fiefli  and- 
animal  food  of  all  kinds.    Public  exhibitions  were  now  re- 
newed, for  the  entertainment  of  the  Hluftrious  guefts  j  and 
the  church  of  St.  Spirho  was  burnt  down,  m  reprefenting  ia 
it  the  decent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  the  difciples;    fo  that 
when  the  court  of  Milan  \eh  Florence,  thofe  extravagancies 
bad  proceeded  to  fuch  a  height,  that  a  fumptuary  law  was* 
pafled,  by  the  intereft  of  the  more  wife  and  confiderate  citi- 
zens, for  redraining  fuch  expences  in  time  to  come ;   and^ 
this  law  extended  not  only  to  apparel  and  entertainmentsy 
but  to  funeral  expences. 

*  Ibid«  book-vii. 
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War  ivith  As  Loreftzd  de  Medici  advanced  \ti  years,  he  found  himself 
VoJtcrta.  more  and  more  uhcafy  under  the  tutelage  of  Soderihiy  anA 
began  to  liAen  to  thofe  who  advifed  hiih  to  throw  jt  off! 
A  difference  that  happened  at  thb  time  between  the  Floren^ 
,  tines  and  the  Volurrans^  ferved  to  widen  the  breach.  A  mine 
of  allum  was  difcbvercd  by  cefuiri  private  citizens  of  Volterra^ 
who  applied  tb  thofe  of  Florence  for  iheir  affiflance  and  pro- 
teftion  in  working  the  mine.  The  community  of  V^Uerra  at 
firft  difregarded  thi^  undertaking ;  but,  perceiving  what  pro- 
fits arofe  from  it,  they  claimed  the  mine  as  lying  in  grounds 
belonging  to  the  public,  and  fent  a  deputation  to  Florence^ 
who  made  that  demand.  The  matter  was  referred  to  a  com* 
mittee  of  citizens,  who  reported  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the 
tlaim  of  the  Vhlterram  was  limufl,  and  that  as  private  per- 
fons  had  been  at  the  trouble  ana  expence  of  working  the^nine. 
It  was  their  prbperty,  they  paying  only  fome  Acknowledgment 
to  the  cdmmunity,  becaufe  it  lay  in  their  grounds.    This  re- 

f)ort  threw  the  dty  of  Voherra  into  a  flame,  the  people  iri- 
Ifling  upon  the  mine  being  (delivered  up  to  them,  and  the 
proprietors  i/tgrne  tRe  e^pences  they  had  Seed  at  in  work- 
ing it,  and  the  judgftufnt  of  the  Florentines  ih  their  favour. 
Thofe  difputes  (Produced  tuifiults,  in  which  a  crtit^n  of  rant,* 
one  Pecorim^  w^s  killed,  the  houfes  of  mahv  of  bis  party 
Were  facked  or  burnt,  and  the  lives  of  the  rlorentim  magi- 
ilrates,  who  refided  there,  i^re  endangered.  Thofe  diforder^ 
produced  another  deputation  frbhi  Volierrd  to  Plorence ;  and 
{he  deputies,  by  orders  of  their  principals,  declared,  that  the 
maintaining  their  citizens  in  their  rights,  wa^  the  price  of 
their  fubje§ion  to  Florence. 

THOMAS  SO D  E Rii^ nxi&Lereiizi  di Medici  i\i^ 
fcred  upon  this  occafidh.  T^e  former  was  of  opinion,  thit 
the  P^dlterrdns  ought  to  be  gratified,  and  that  the  flames  of 
war,  raifed  fo  hear  theAffelvcS)  might  reach  Florenci.  lie 
urged  the  ref!Iefs  ambition  of  the  pope  ;  his  connection  J  vi'xdA 
the  king  oi NdpleSy  who  Was  a  powerfCil  prince;  an(i  the  un- 
certainty of  Florence  being  fupportcd  hj  the  Venetians^  or  tlJe 
duke  of  Milan^  as  neither  the  good  faith  of  the  former,  n6r 
the  courage  of  the  latter,  wa^  to  fee  depended  on ;  and  con- 
cluded with  obferving,  that  a  lean  peace  was  preferable  to 
a  fat  viflory.  Lorenzo  de  Medici^  on  the  other  nahd,  urged, 
that  if  the  infolence  of  the  Volterrans  went  unpunished,  d!l 
ocher  flates  and  places  in  fubjedtion  or  dependence  to  Florence^ 
would  follow  their  example;  and  that  they  never  would  be 
without  pretexts  for  fo  doing.  LorehT^os  opinion  prevailed  ; 
and  the  Florentine  fenate  fent  back  the  VoUerran  deputies  wfth 
this  anfwerj  that  they  mufl  cither  fubmit  to  the  terms  pre- 
scribed 
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fcriied  them,  or  prepare  for  a  War.  The  Volierrant  cfiofe 
the  latter,  and  applied  for  affiftance  to  the  princes^ and  ftates 
of  Itafy^  who,  all  but  the  Siihnefe  and  the  lord  of  Pimhxnd, 
Were  deaf  to  their  rcprcfeniationl  All,  therefore,  the  Fai^ 
terrans  could  do,  was  to  fortify  their  city,  and  to  hire  one 
ithoufand  mercenaries  fbr  defending  it. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Florentines^  fenfible  hoiv  dangerous  fwbicif  ii 
delays  are  in  fuch  cafes,  raifed  ah  army  of  ten  thoufand  foot  fackeit^ 
and  two  thoufand  horfe,  and  gave  the  comrhand  of  it  to 
their  general  Fnderick^  lord  of  Vriino^  Who  immediately  re- 
-duced  all  the  open  country  of  VolterrOy  and  laid  fieg^  to  the 
city  itfelf,  which  he  battered  with  great  violehce  oh  its  moli 
acccflible  fide.  Upon  this  the  Veheiran  mercenaries,  in  iL 
manner,  deferted  the  defence  of  the  city;  but  Were  very  for* 
ward  in  infulting  the  citizen^,  who  made  the  b^ft  refiftanci?  , 
they  could  ;  but  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  ih^fcy  of  thii 
Florentines.  No  capitulation  having  bt^n  made,  the  mag?- 
ftracy  of  Voberra  was  diflblved,  atid  the  cky  giveh  up  for  i, 
whole  day  to  the  plunder  of  ihz  Florentines ^  who  iVere  joined 
by  the  foldiers  who  had  been  hir^d  to  defehd' It.  Thfe 
hews  of  this  fuccefi  was  received  witK  grfcait  joy  at  Florence 
znd  Soderini  was  infulted  upon  it  by  the  friends  of  Lorekzo  di 
Medici.  The  event,  however,  did  not  alter  that  wife  manV 
opinion.  He  declared,  that  he  looked  upon  the  conqueft  of 
Volterra  to  be  a  lofs  rather  than  an  acquifitioh  to  Florence'^ 
which  might  have  been  benefited  by  it,  had  it  been  taken  by 
capitulation  \  but  that,  as  it  was  taken  by  fack,  it  would,  in 
time  of  war,  be  a  thorn  in  the  fides  of  the  Florentines^  and  in 
time  of  peace  a  ufelefs  burden  upon  them. 

The  ambition  of  pope  Sixtm  every  day  dlfclofcd  itfdf  more  J^^jfioi 
and  more.  His  profefled  defign  was  to  re-annex  to  i\i^ofihep^i 
church  all  the  territories  and  places  that  ever  had  belonged 
to  her;  and  with  that  view  he  had  ftormed  SpolettOy  and 
laid  ficge  to  Citta  di  Cajielloy  then  in  poffcffion  of  Nicolo  ^/* 
/////.  This  nobleman  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Lorenzo  dt 
Medici^  who,  upon  his  application  to  him,  fent  him  fome 
affiftance;  a  proceeding  which  laid  the  foundation  of  many 
calamities  to  the  houfe  of  Medici.  The  pope  took  th'e 
place,  and  fent  his  fon  Peter^  whom  he  had  created  cardi- 
nal of  Sijloj  to  endeavour  to  form  a  league  amongft  the  ltd*- 
lian  princes  againft  Florence.  This  cardinal,  under  all  the 
difadvantages  of  birth  and  educ^atiori^  which  waS  in  a  con- 
Vent,  bad  great  abilities  both  for  peace  and  war,  and  aii 
equ^  ibare  of  ambition ;  fo  that  his.  father  employed  him  as 
his  chief  confident  and  firft  minifter.  Under  pretence  of  dd** 
ing  honour  to  the  nuptials  of  the  marquis  c/f /Vrrtfr^,  Ms 
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made  a  krnd  of  a  tour  throuorh  Lombardy^  and  other  parts  of 
halyy  and  particularly  to  fV/z/c^,  which  he  wanted  to  engage 
.in  the  league  againfl  th^  Florentines,  But»  by  this  time,  both 
the  Venetiam  and  the  duke  oi  Milan  were  alarmed  at  the 
ambition,  and  the  great  progrefs  of  the  pope,  when  ierved 
by  fuch  a  counfellor  anil  minifio-  >  and  the  former,  it  is  faid^ 
fecredy  gave  him  poifon,  which,  upoi^  bis  return  to  Rome^ 
put  an  end  to  his  life.  After  this  the  Florentines  pxnti  in  an 
alliance  with  the  duke  of  Milan  and  the  Venetians  \  but  time 
was  left  for  the  pope  apd  the  king  of  }j{^les  to  accede  to  it. 
Parties  Another  league  was  formed  between  the  aliove  three  con- 
wu/iM'  tracing  powers,  into  which  they  invited  the  lefler  ftates  to 
triguij  in  enter,  for  maintaining  the  balance  of  power  in  Italyy  which 
Italy.  ^j|5  endangered  by  a  new  di(pute  between  the, king  oi Naples 
and  the  Venetians.  The  former  laid  claim  to  the  ifland  of 
,CypruSi  which  the  latter  Was  in  poiteffion  of;  and  the  pope 
taking  the  king*s  part,  all  Italy  was  engaged  in  the  quarreL 
Freierlck  of  IJrbino  ftill  continued  to  head  the  FUrentim  ar- 
.my;  and  his  reputation  as  a  general  was  fo  high,  that  the 
pope  and  Ferdinand  offered  him  very  high  terrns  to  chtcr 
into  their  fervice»  Vrbina  made  fome  difiiculty  of  this ;  but 
the  pope  prevailed  upon  him  to  undertake  a  journey  to  Nit- 
flesy  which  the  Florentines  as  flrenuoully  endeavoured  to  difr 
fuade  him  from,  by  putting  him  in  naind  of  the  fate  of  jfacoi 
Picinim.  Frederick^  however,  went  to  Naples^  where  he  was 
received  with  a  proCufion  of  honours,  and  accepted  of  the 
propofed  fervice,  and  thus  became  general  of  the  league 
^  againft  the  Florentines. 
Newal'  Notwithstanding  thofe  difpofitions,  and  the  dread  or 
liancet.  ambiUon  of  all  the  parties  concerned  in  them^  no  war  biolce 
out  in  Italy  for  two  years;  but  eveiy  thing  was  managed  in 
the  way  of  intrigue  or  negotiation.  The  Florentines  took 
into  their  pay,  as  their  general,  Robert  of  Rimini^  renewed 
their  league  with  the  Perugians^  and  entered  into  new  con- 
nections with  the  government  ofFaenza.  The  pope  and  the 
king,  on  the  other  hand,  ftrove  all  they  could  to  detach  the 
Venetians  from  the  Flcrentinesj  as  being  the  only  means  of  main- 
taining the  pope's  late  acquifitions  to  the  church,  and  of  pre- 
ferving  his  fon  Girolamd  in  the  pofTeffion  of  his  eftates  in  the 
.Romagna, 

CHARLES^  the  youngeft  fon  of  the  famous frv^t, 
was  ftill  alive,  and  had,  for  fome  years,  ferved  ixiHttc-Vem^ 
jian  armies*  The  time  of  his  engagements  being  expired,  he 
refufed  to  renew  theon,  and  informed  the  Venetians  that  he 
defigned  to  attempt  to  recover  his  right  to  Perugia^  which 
.was  his  inheritance  from  bjs  father.    Tfie  Vimtians  con- 
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fented  to  thi?,  notwitbflanding  the  leagqe  between  the  PtrH- 
gians  an  J  the  Florentines.  The  latter  (o  ftrenuouily  fupported 
the  (oxmcr^  that  Chf^les^  defpairiog  of  making  aoy  progrels 
againft  ih,eai,  turned  his  army  againft  the  Siennefe.  His  pre- 
text wa5,  th4.t  they,  were  debtors  to  his  father,  for  fervices 
doue  their  ilajte ;  and  he  attacked  them  fo  furioufly,  as  to  put 
their  goverjooient  in  great  danger.  The  Siennejij  upon  this^ 
Jroro  their,  natural  inclination  always  to  believe  the  worft  of^ 
the  Florentines.,  complained  of  them  to  the  pope  and  the  king 
of  Napiesy  alledging,  tha^  all  the  misfortunes  of  Sienna  were 
owing  10  toe  Fiorentims  having  perfuaded-  Charles  to  attack 
them^,  ittftcad  of  the  Perugians,  They  fcnt  deputies  to  Flnnci 
with  the  like  complaints^  The  Florentines  not  ouly  firmly 
denied  the  charge ;  but,  to  prove  their  innocence,  ordered  ail 
ambaiTy  to  be  feat  iQCbarlis^  requiring  him  to  abandon  bis  ex- 
pedition againft  the  Siennefe^  under  pain  of  their  difpleafurCi 
it  is  probable,  that  this  ambaify  was  more  the  eiFedt  of  the 
,Cear  of  a  confederacy  againft  them,  than  of  any  regard  they 
bad  for  the  Siennefe  :  for  though  Charles  was  obliged  to  * 
fubmit,  yet  be  reproached  the  Florentines  as  cowards,  and 
fi^emies  to  themfelves  ;  becaufe,  as  he  gave  out,  he  intended 
to  have  delivered  up,  the  city  of  Sienna^  which  he  was  upoa 
the  point  of  taking,  to  the  Florentines  \  a  pre  fen  t  we  cannot 
well  imagine  he  vvovlld  have  made  them,  but  upon  fome  pre- 
vious contrail.  The  Siennefe  were  fo  much  of  that  opinion, 
that  they  did  not  even  thank  the  Florentines  for  their  deli- 
verance, though  apparently  it  was  owing  to  them.  But  an 
amazing  revolution  now  happened  in  Mtlan^  in  the  following 
manner. 

.  GALE  AZZO  duke  of  Milan  was,  according  to  fome  CUaraBer 
writers,  tbe  pid^ure  of  one  oi  the  tyrants  of  antiquity.  His 
love  of  money  was  the  fource  of  his  misfortunes,  as  it  led  him 
10  violate  the  honour  of  his  greateft  fubjedls,  in  the  moft 
tender  point.  He  generally  ruined  thofe  whom  he  injured  \ 
fome  of  them  he  put  to  deatn,  and  others  he  deprived  of  their 
rights  and  pofteifions,  that  pone  of  them  might  retain  in 
their  hands  the  means  of  refentment.  At  home  he  was  def- 
potic;  abroad  he  was  powerful  in  his  relations  and  alliances  2 
andrthe  inftr^ments  of  his  tyranny  being  likewife  the  com*^ 
^panions  of  bis  pleafures,  no  time  was  left  him  for  refle^ion^ 
ilis  cruelty  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  torture  thofe  whom  he  put 
/tp  death  ;  and  it  wa3  even  faid,  that  he  difpatched  out  of  the 
world  his  own  mother,  becaufe  he  thought  her  an  obftacle 
.to  the  perpetration  of  his  crimes.  Notwithftanding  all  this 
.complicated  guilt,  Gakazzo^  perhaps,  might  have  reigned 
4M)d  died  in  peace^  bad  be  not  openly  gloried  in  bis  vices,    , 
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and  publKhf  d  to  all  the  world  the  names  of  thofis  wbofe  hth 
^,       ,    he  had  diflionoured. 

sftb^Me  ^  scHooL-MASTER>  a  profcffion  at  that  time  exercifed 
^ Milan.  '"  ^'^^^  fometimes  by  the  grcaieft  minifters  of  date,  and  held 
in  the  higheft  eftfem,  became  an  inftrument  in  delivering 
the  world  from  this  monfler.  His  name  was  C$lay  a  native 
of  Mantuoy  to  whofe  leflons  the  nobleft  youths  in  Aftlan  rt^ 
paired.  He  was  a  man  of  learning  ;  but  had  applied  bimfelf  fo 
much  to  reading,  ftudying,  and  teaching  the  Greek  and  Roman 
clafTicSt  that  he  became  an  enthufiaft  in  favour  of  republican 
jgovernment.  The  general  topics  on  which  he  declaimed, 
was  the  unhappinefs  of  being  governed  by  a  Tingle  man,  whofe 
fubjedb  wer^  his  flaves  and  bieafts  of  burden,  and  the  glory  of 
being  bom  in  a  republic,  where  alone  true  merit  and  virtue 
met  with  proteSion,  rewards,  and  honours ;  and  be  endea-> 
•voured  to  prove  from  hiftory,  that  the  ereateft  men  of  all 
ages  were  republicans.  He  had  three  noble  pupils,  Giovamn 
Andrea  Lampognano^  Carh  Vifcontiy  and  Girolomo  0lgiat9^ 
whofe  brains  weie  touched  by  his  repeated  declamations ;  and 
to  them  he  opened  himfelf  without  referve,  by  acknowledg- 
ing that  he  meant  all  he  faid  (hould  be  applied  to  their  fo* 
vereign  the  duke  of  Milan;  and  that  the  moft  glorious  adton 
human  nature  could  perform,  was  to  remove  a  tyrant  out  of 
thAvorld.  The  noblemen  were  too  young  as  yet  to  execute 
his  dodrine,  by  aflaflinattng  their  fovereign ;  Init  he  obtained 
firom  them  a  promife  that  they  would  do  it,  and  thereby  de^ 
liver  their  country  as  foon  as  their  (Irength  and  age  would 
permit  them.  This  refolution,  inftead  of  being  weakened^ 
was  every  day  ftrengthened  in  them,  by  the  growing  vices 
and  tyranny  of  the  duke,  and  by  the  private  injuries  he  in- 
£i(9ed  upon  their  perfons,  particularly  by  his  amours  in  the 
families  of  Vifconti  and  Olgiato^  and  by  keeping  Andrta  from 
the  pofledion  of  the  abbey  of  Mtramondo^  which  had  been 
given  him  by  the  pope,  on  the  refignation  of  a  kinfman« 
The  defign  being  thus  fixed,  the  chief  care  of  the  confpi- 
rators  was  to  make  fure  of  their  blow,  rather  than  to  guard 
againft  the  confequences ;  but  they  were  far  from  neglecting 
even  thofe  \  for  chey  vainly  imagined  that  the  moment  the 
fy rant  was  difpatched,  their  countrymen  would  unanimouflf 
embrace  their  liberty.  The  frequent  meetings  they  held, 
created  no  fufpicions  at  the  duke's  court,  where  their  ancient 
friendfhip  and  intimacy  was  well  known.  In  thofe  meetings 
they  generally  prad^ifed  upon  one  another,  with  their  daggers 
in  their  (heaths,  the  methods  of  giving  the  moft  mortal 
blows^  and  of  ftabbing  the  moft  vulnerable  parts  of  the  body. 
Being  complete  in  this  cxcrcife^  their  next  delibcratioA  was 
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tk>  fix  on  the  fpot  of  afiaffination»  which  they  refelved  Oiould 
be  when  the  duke  went  to  St.Stephen^s  church  in  proceflion 
upon  that  faint's  day.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  opened 
their  real  deftgn  to  any  of  their  friends;  but,  as  arms  at 
this  time  were  almoil  the  only  laws  known  to  the  Italian 
dates,  they  found  pretexts  for  perfuading  many  of  their  com- 
panions to  arm  themfelves»  and  their  fervants,  and  to  attend 
them  to  St.  StepbiH^s  church  on  that  day,  where  they  pro^ 
pofed  to  pay  their  refpe^s  to  the  duke  before  they  fet  out 
upon  an  expedition,  which  they  pretended  was  to  affift  a 
friend,  who  had  fome  difFerc^nces  with  his  neighbours  in  the 
country.  They  ufed  other  ftratagems  and  pretexts  for  aflTem* 
bling,  at  the  ume  place  and  tjme,  all  who  they  thoughjt  •  -- 
would  join  them  when  the  blow  was  Aruck.  Some  pruden* 
tial  confiderations  likewife  mingled  in  their  plan.  The  Mi'^ 
lanefc  at  that  time  were  afflided  with  famine,  and  the  confpi- 
rators  propofed  to  give  up  the  palaces  of  the  mod  obnoxious 
oF  the  duke's  favourites,  to  be  plundered  by  the  people. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  St.  Stephen^  'day,  the  three  coq- 
fpirators  met  in  the  church  i  and  one  of  them,  Giovanni  An* 
drea^  moft  devoutly  prayed,  after  he  had  heard  mafs,  before 
an  image  of  St.jimbroje^  the  tutelar  (aint  oi  Milan.  They 
then  took  the  ftands  tney  had  pitched  upon ;  and  when  the 
duke  entered*  the  church,  Lampognano  and  Olgfatp  wounded 
him  with  their  daggers,  which  were  fo  (bort  that  they  were 
concealed  in  their  fleeves,  in  the  throat,  brcafjb,  and  belly,  as 
Vifconti  did  in  the  back ;  fo  that  he  inftantly  expired  with  the 
words,  "  Oh  Lady  fave  me  !"  The  bye- (landers,  far  from 
rejoicing  at  the  tyrant's  death,  revenged  it  by  killing  Lam-^ 
pognano  and  Vifconti.  Olgiato  efcaped,  and  for  fome  tune 
lurked  about  difguifed  like  a  friar ;  but  being  difcovered,  he 
fufiered  death,  under  exquifite  tortures,  thoMgh  he  was  no 
more  than  twenty-three  years  of  age,  with  incredible  refor 
lution,  comforting  himfelf  by  repeating,  fron^  the  Lqtin  daf- 
fies, verfes,  and  fentiments  iiiiting  to  his  attempt  and  fate* 
The  ailaffination,  however,  was  far  from  producing  the  ef- 
feds  the  confpiratprs  expe£led.  Their  caufe  was  not  backed 
by  a  fingle  man,  and  the  public  feemed  to  have  no  fentiments 
but  thofe  of  deteftation  for  the  murderers. 

Th£  boufe  q{  Medici  was  now,  viz.  in  1477,  pofle/Ied  )\,  ]>• 
of  more  power  in  Fkrence  than  it  had  ever  been.  Its  branches  '  1477^ 
and  private  alliances  were  numerous  and  well  cemented,  and  State  tf 
Lorenzo  feemed  to  poiTefs  the  popular  virtues  of  his  zn^  the  ifot(fi  of 
ceftors.  All  the  oppofition  which  his  father  had  met  with  Medici, 
contributed  to  Lorenzo's  greatnefs ;  for  they  who  fecretljr 
^ated  ^d  envied  him  durft  not  oppo&,  becaufe  they  well 
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kricw  that  in  republics,  efpeclally  in  thslt  ofPlarinci^  fbcrell 
no  forgivcnefs  amorigft  fafiions  -,  arid  they  had  fcen  many  in- 
ftances  of  it  in  the  differences  between  the  Medics  and  their 
aintagohifts.  This  flouriftirig  date  of  the  boufe  oi  Media 
cncreafed  the  averfion  of  the  pope  to  it,  and  made  him  rc- 
folve,  if  pofiiWe,  to  ruin  it.  TTie  archbiftiop  of  Pifoi  who 
was  of  the  Medici  family,  happening  about  this  time  to  die, 
the  pope  nominated  Giacomo  Satuiati^  a'^profefled  and  deter- 
mined enemy  of  the  houfe  of  Medici^  to  be  his  fucccffor. 
The  Florentines  fcmonftrated  flrongly  agatnft  (his  nomination  ; 
but  finding  all  their  efforts  vain,  th^y  rcfufed  to  fuffer  Sal- 
vlati  to  taice  poffeflion  of  his  new  dignity. 
Con/piracy  The  pope  afcribing  this  obftinacy  to  the  influence  of  the 
Ik^ednfiit  houk  of  Medici^  fet  Up  againft  it  ;hat  o(  Fazzi,  the  fecond 
then  in  Florence  for  riches  and  authority.  The  head  of  this 
family  v^zs  Jacob  P^zz/,  whohad  received  figrTal  honours  from 
the  people  ;  and  thoUgh  he  had  no  children  of  his  own  but 
a  nattiral  daughter,  he  had  feven  nephews,  fVilliam^  FranaSy 
Renatey  John^  Andrew^  Nicholas^  and  Galeatto,  Cofm$  de 
Medici  had,  from  a  fagacious  forefight  of  Che  riVaifnip  be- 
tween the  two  houfes,  igiven  his  niece  Biancha  to  ff^il/iam 
Pazziy  thereby  hoping  to  cement  the  intcreft  of  the  two  fa- 
.milies.  But  m  proportion  as  that  of  Pazzl  advanced  iti 
riches  and  popularity,  Lorenzo  de  Medici  grew  the  more  jea- 
lous of  their  obtaining  any  (hare  iri  the  government ;  fo  that 
jfacob  '  azzi  and  his  nephews,  ilotwithftanding  their  riches,  re- 
mained no  more  than  private,  though  illuftribus,  citizens  of 
Florence^    Their  rank,  however,  gave  them  a  right  to  be 

f~  >refent  at  popular  aflemblies;  but  the  magiflrates  who  pre- 
ided  thete,  paid  little  or  no  regard  to  their  opinions.  They 
even  went  fo  far  as  to  fummon  Francis  Pazziy  who  happened 
to  refide  fome  tin^e  at  Rome,  to  repair  to  Naples  \  a  proceed- 
ing  which  plamly  fhewed  they  either  were  jealous  of  his  bu- 
finefs  at  Rome^  or  that  they  wanted  to  ai&ont  the  Pazzi  fa- 
mily. John  Pazziy  another  of  the  nephews,  having  married 
the  daughter  and  helrefs  of  Giovanni  Borroht^Oy  a  difpute*  at 
law  happened  between  the  daughter*s  hufband  and  Borromeo's 
nephew,  about  the  fucceiEon  to  the  eftate  of  Borromeoy  WHo 
was  now  dead  ;  and  the  caufe  was  given  in  favour  of  the  ne- 
phew by  the  judges,  hot  quite  agreeably  to'  the  priiKiples  of 
juftice.  The  Pdzzi  had  long  been  fecretly  iexafperated  agaiffft 
the  Medici 'y  but  as  there  was  no  difguifing  that  this  itliquitous 
fdntence  was  procured  by  their'  influerice,-  the  Pazzi  loft  all 
patienee,  and  every  where  accufed  and  i^brdached  the  Me^ 
4lci  for  their  injuftice  and  partiality  againft  their  family.  This 
was  looked  upon  by  Lorenzo  as  ^n  open  attack  upon  his  au- 
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thority,  :uid  w^  far  from  .prodqcing  any  ftqis  towards  an 
accommodaiion.  GiuUan  de  Medid^  who  had  Icfe  ambition,^ 
and  more  fentimejits  of  juftice,  than  his  brother,  often  re-,  . 
gretted  the  breach  bet.ween  the  t\yo  famil'ieSy  and  advifed  Lo^ 
renzo  to  moderate  meafures :  but  (he  latter,  who,  with  all 
bis  judgment,  was  young  and  fiery,  continued  ftill  to  carry  it 
with  a  high  hand  towards  the  Pazzi. 

FRANCIS  PAZZI^  th6  moft  confiderable  of  all  ihtiy  the  pope 
Qephews  fgr^fpirit,  abilities,  and  wealth,  was  then  a  mtt^andihe 
chant,  or  rather  a  banker  at  Ronuy  where  the  vaft  eftate  he  Fazzi« 
acquired,  introduced  him  to  the  company  and  intimacy  of  the 
principal  perfonages  in  that  city;  and  he  lived  in  the  AriSeft 
friendihip  with  Girohmoy  the  pope's  fon  or  nephew.  This 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  confulting  about  the  ruin  of  the 
liiedici  family,  which  was  equally  obnoxious  to  Girolamo  as 
10  Paxziy  becaufe  the  former,  while  their  power  fubfifted, 
did  not  think  himfelf  fecure  in  the  pofleffion  of  his  eiiates. 
Nothing,  ho^yever,  .but  the  deaths  of  Lorenzo  and  his  brother 
could  anfwer  their  purpofes ;  and  it  was  neceflary  to  bring 
.  the  pope  and  the  king  o^  Naples  into  their  party.  To  fuc- 
cced  in  this,  they  applied  to  Salviatiy  the  archbifliop  of  Pija^ 
who  readily  promifed  them  his  affiftance.  It  was  then  deter* 
mined,  that  Francis  (bould  repair  to  Florence^  to  hiring  Jacob 
Pazzi  into  their  defign,  while  the  other  two  fliopld  remain  at 
Home  to  keep  the  pope  (teady  in  their  party.  Ftytncis  could 
make  little  intereft  with  hb  uncle ;  and  Montefecco^  the  pope's  ,, 
general,  was  applied  to  fecond  him.  Montefecco  difliked  the 
office ;  but,  oyerperfuaded  by  the  archbifliop,  he  at  lad  under- 
took it,  and,  under  pretence  of  recovering  to  Girolamo  cer- 
tain towns  near  Faenza^  he  took  Florence  in  his  way.  By 
this  time  the  pppe  had  fully  approved  of  the  horrid  defign  of 
the  aflaifinat^on,  and  bad  ordered  his  general  to  further  it  to 
the  befl  of  his  power.  Montefecco  behaved  with  great  addcefs  ; 
pretending  bufineft  with  Lorenzo  de  Medici^  he  was  furprifed 
at  his  affability  and  politeoefs  ;  but,  devoted  to  the  pope  his 
pia(ler,;he  at  laft,  in  conjundion  with  Francis' Pazzi^  pre- 
vailed on  Jacob  xo  confent  to  the  confpiracy,  provided  it  was 
J>acked  by  {he  pope's  army.  Nothing  was  now  wanting  but 
the  confent  of  the  king  of  NapleSy  which  was  foon  o1)tained. 
The  whole  plot  was  carried  on  with  fuch  profound  diffiniula- 
|ion,  that  the  Florentines  admitted  the  archbifhop  into  their 
city ;  and  thro'  his  interefl,  which  was  very  powerful,  the  con- 
ipiracy  was  greatly. ftrengthened  by  the  accefSon  of  feveral 
young  noblemen  pf  great  families  and  interefl.  The  better 
|o  cover  their  deligns,  cardinal  Riarioy  nephew  to  count  (7/- 
r^iW,  came  to  Fhnnce^yfh^r^  he  hired  a  magnificent  palace, 
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jn  which  the  chief  confpiraton  were  concealed  and  held  their 
confulutions.    Many  of  their  deliberatipns  proved  abortive^ 
from  various  caufes^  but  at  laft  they  reiblved,  that  the  twq 
brothers  de  Medici  (houid  be  aflaffinated  in  the  church  of  Su 
Raparaia.     6iovanni  Battijlay   who  was  appointed  to  mur- 
der Lorenzo^  refiifed  the  horrid  office,    which  was  therer 
fore  committed  to  Antonio  of  Voltern^y  and  one  Stephen^  a 
fchool-mafter,  but  at  the  fame  time  a  prieft ;    while  Frandt 
Pazzi  and  Bernardo  Bandtni  undertook  to  murder  Giulian^  at 
the  fame  tiipc  that  the  archbifhop  Salviati^  and  Poggioj  an- 
other of  the  confpirators»  were  to  foize  the  palace  and  force 
^     the  fenators  to  come  into  their  meafures.     The  hour  for  the 
iafiaffination  being  arrived,  Giulian  de  Mediciy  not  coming  as 
was  expeded  to  the  church,  Francis  Faxxi  and  Bernardo^  who 
were  deftined  to  murder  him,   went  to  haften  him,  which 
they  endeavoured  to  do»  by  the  moft  tender  expreffions  ojf 
jfriendQiip,  even  to  the  embracing  him,  that  they  might  difr 
cover  whether'  he  had  about  him  any  private  armour,  and 
with  fuch  an  openncfs  of  behaviour^  that  Giulian  loft  all  mii^ 
^ruft,'  and  entered  the  church  along  with  them,  Lorenzo  be- 
Gi^ian     ing  dlreacly  iii  the  church.  '  The  hrft  wound  given  to  Giu* 
Meidici      lianw^s  by  Bernardo^  with  a  (hort  dagger,  in  the  breaft, 
!     j^.j    ^IjJ^Jj  proved  mortal ;  but^  tho'  he  almoft  itnmediately  fell  to 
Xhi  groundf  Francis  Pjjkz/ threw  himfclf  upoi^  the  body,  and 
gave  it  feveral  ftabs  with  fuch  fury,  that  he  even  delberately 
Lorenzo    Wounded  his  own  leg. '  The  other  two  aflafllns,  who  were 
dcftined  to  the  niui"der  p( Lorenzo^  attacked  him;    but  he 
bravely  ffood  upon  h|s  defence,  and  obliged  the  aflaffins  to 
fly :  they  were  however  afterwards  found,  and  put  to  a  (hame- 
fill  death.   .  In  the  mean  while  Z^r^ns^,  and  the  friends  whoni 
he  happened  to  have  about  his  pierfon^  had  barricadoed  them- 
felves  in  the  veftry  of  the  church ;  and  Bernardo  Bandini^  af^ 
ter  kWVing  Francis  Neriy  becaqfe  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Me-^ 
did  family,  ran  about  in  fearch  of  Lorenzo  to  difpatch  him  ^ 
but  in  this  he  failed.  "  The  cardinal  took  refuge  at  the  altaiy 
where  he  was  faved  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  from  the  rage 
of  the  people,  by  a  guard  which  the  fenate  fent  him,  and 
which  efcorted  him  to  his  palace.     As  to  the  archbifliop,  he 
went  with  fome  fugitive  Perugians  to  the  public  palace ;   and 
leaving  a  party  to  fecure  the  gates,  he  went  up  into  the  apart- 
ments of  the  gonfalonier,  who  was  Cafar  Petmcci ;   but  the 
archbifhop's  confufion  was  to  great,  that  his  deiign  was  foon 
Renown  ;   and  the  fenate  being  alarmed,  he  and  Poggioj  with 
two  kinfinen  who  attended  him,  were  feized,  and  the  reft  of 
pis  party,  who  had  by  this  time  entered  the  palace,  w^rc 
fithcr  killed  or  thrown  alive  from  the  palace-windows,  ou^  of 
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ubich  the  archbilhop,  the  two  Sahiati^  and  Jacob  Poggto,  pltnifi. 
were  immediately  hanged.    The  confpirators,  however,  vfhoment  and 
bad  been  left  below,  had  forced  the  guards  ^nd  the  gate^  oNeatbs  of 
the  palace;,  but  could  proceed  no  farther,  the  fenators  and /^# r^/r^^/- 
their  attendants  making  good  the   upper  rooms.    Francis  rat^Ji 
Paxzi*9  wound  was  fo  fevere,  that  he  could  not,  as  he  pro- 
pofed,  get  on  horfeback  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  people  $ 
but  he  prevailed  on  Jacob  Pazzi  to  undertake  that  office. 
Jacoby  at  the  head  of  about  one  hundred  horfe,  accordingly 
Tallied  into  the  Great  Square ;    but  his  fuccefs  was  veiy  in- 
different.   The  people,  who  had  not  been  fenfible  of  the 
]ofi  of  their  liberty  under  the  Mediciy  refiifed  to  join  him  : 
the  feoators  pelted  him  with  ftones  from  the  palacie ;   and  he 
faimfelf»  now  old,  infirm,  and  naturally  unambitious,  was  per- 
Aiaded  by  his  brother-in-law  to  retire,  which  he  did,  at  the 
bead  of  his  troop,  towards  the  Romagna, 

lORENZO  DE  MEDICI  was  now  greater  than  tuttsandof  tbt^ 
his  enemies  were  fubdued  or  diffipated,  and  his  name  was  joy-  Pazzi ya« 
fully  proclaimed  through  every  quarter  of  the  city,  by  the**'^' 
people  who  dragged  Francis  Pazzi  out  of  his  houfe,  and 
banged  him  up  in  company  with  the  archbifliop  and  his  other 
confederates  \  a  fate  to  which  he  fi^bmitted  with  invincible 
fortitude.  Lorenzo*s  houfe  was  now  the  rendezvous  of  all  the 
citizens,  who  offered  to  ferve  him  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes. As  to  the  reft^  of  the  family  of  Pazzi,  Jacob  was 
taken  in  his  flight,  as  likewife  was  Rinate ;  and  both  of  them, 
though  the  latter  was  innocent,  were  brought  to  Florencey 
where  they  were  ignominioufly  executed.  ff^Uiam  Pazzi  was 
confined,  as  were  the  reft  of  his  kinfmen  who  remained  alive ; 
and  the  other  chiefs,  who  had  been  feized,  were  put  to  death. . 
After  this,  the  funerals  of  Giulian  de  Mediciy  who  left  a  poft- 
humous  fon  of  his  own  name,  were  magnificently  celebrated. 
All  this  time  a  body  of  troops,  under  Lorenzo  de  Cajlelloy  in 
the  vale  of  Tevere^  add  another  under  Giovanni  Francifco  To- 
lentinoy  in  the  Romamay  both  of  them  in  the  pay  of  the  pope 
and  the  king  of  Naples^  were  advancing  in  full  march  to- 
wards Florence^  to  fupport  the  eotifpirators ;  but  hearing  of 
their  defeat,  they  returned.       r  •  '. 

The  mifcatriage  of  this  detHYable  confpiracy  ferved  only  Tufcanr 
^o  increafe  the  rancour  of  the  ^>ope  againft  the  Florentines  \  imtadiJ  fy 
^md  both  he  and  the  king  of  Naples  ordered  their  generals  to  tbefofe. 
march  their  armies  into  Tu/cany,  but  publicly  to  declare,  that 
they  had  no  other  enemy  for  their  iAneSt  than  Lorenzo  deMe^ 
did.    Upon  this,  Lorenzo  fummoned  a  meeting  of  the  nobi- 
lity and  chief  citizens,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred, 
fj^re  he  pronounced  a  (peech  in  vindication  of  bis  own  and 
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his  feniily'scondtiA,  that,  if  it  has  not  been  embell!{hed  'b% 
Machiavel^i  ih^ws  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  greateft. 
oratoi?  that 'ever  .lived.  Speaking  of  the  late  attempt  againft 
Spitch  of  himfelf,  ^'  Where  parricides,  fays  he,  and  aAai&nsare  fecure, 
Lorenzo  ^^  the  Medici  meet  their  murderers.'^  He  than  modefily  re-, 
deMedid.  counts  the  virtues  of  bis  predeceilbrs,  and  expofes  th^  jdefigos 
of  his  enemies,  who  had  ftirred  up  the  pope  and  the  king  of 
Naples  againft  their  country ;  and  concludes  in  the  following 
noble  manner :  '^  This  war,  they  %,  is  made  againft  me 
*^  and  my  family;  I  wifti  to  God  it  were  true:  then  the  re- 
^'  roedy  were  both  ready  and  certain ;  for  I  will  never  be  fo  bad 
*^  a  cittacen  as  to  value  more  my  own  (afety  than  your  danger: 
*^  much  rather  fliould  I  quench'  your  flames  with  my  owi^ 
^^  ruin  ;  but^  becaufe  injuries  done  by  the  mighty  are  always 
**  covered  with  fome  more  feemly^pretcnce,  they  have  chofen 
•*  this  veil  to  caft  over  their  pre&nt  injuftice :  but  if  you 
^^  think  otherwife,  I  am  in  your  hands  ;  you  ofiay  fupport,  or 
^^  you  may  fupprefs  me,  you,  my  fathers,  you,  my  defenders; 
**  for  whatever  you  (hall  command,  I  (hall  readily  obey :  nor 
^'  will  I  refufe,  if  you  (hall  think  (it,  to  end  this  war  with 
^     •*  my  own,  which  was  begun  with  my  brother's^  blood," 

The  citizens  anfwered  him  with  tears  of  aiFedion ;  and 
one,  who  was  their  fpokeAnan,  by  their  order,  afTured  him, 
Jhpwtnd.  That,  with  the  fame  readinefs  and  afie(Sion  with  which  they 
had  revenged  hb  brother  an^  defended  him,  they  would  ftill 
preferve  his  life  and  reputation  ;  nor  (hould  he  lofe  either  till 
they  had  loft  their  country.    A  guard  to  be  maintained  by.  the 
public  was  then  voted,  arni  raifed,  for  his  perfon  \  and  levies  of 
men  and  money  were  every  where  made  through  their  ftate^ 
to  defend  them  from  the  impending  ftorm. 
Fkmnefs        It  cannot  be*  denied,  that  the  condud  of  thcFIorititims  oq 
^/V Flo- this  occ^fion  was  great  and  manly,  and  fuch  as.fcarcely  can 
lentines     be  pardleled  in  a  iS^^Tx^  catholic  ftate.     The  pope  bad  ex- 
agaifijf  the  communicated  them ;  but  they  were  fo  far  firom  regarding  his 
/^'  cenfiires,  that  they  forced  their  priefts  to  perform  divine  fer- 

vices.  They,  fuamoned  beforie  them  all  the  prelates  under 
their  dominton,  enjoining  them  to  pay  no  regard  to  the  pope, 
from  whom  they  appealed  to  the  next  general  council ;  and 
they  publiflied  a  eianifefto  s^ainft  him,  in  which  they  re- 
proached him  as  being  the  very  worft  of  tyrants  and  parri^- 
cides,^  for  having  given  fan6iion  to  murderers  in  a  church,  and 
during  the  very^  celebration  of  tbQ  hply  facrament.  In  fliort, 
none  of  t^cOerman  reformers  afterwards  behaved  with  more 
(pint  againft  the  fee  of  Rmu^  than  the  Phrentim^  did  on  ihia 
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occaiibn.  The  )xit>e^  on  the  other  Ittnd^  \aA  fiotktng  t5 
oppofe  agftinft  thofe  dreadful  allegations,  bat  the  dale  argu- 
ments of  the  indq)endency  of  the  eccUiiaftic  upon  the  civil 
power,  and  the  illegality  of  the  latter  imprifoning  cardinal v 
hanging  archbiibops,  and  quartering  priefts.  But,  notwith* 
fianding  all  the  juft  caufes  of  provocation  which  the  FUrjen- 
tines  had  received  from  the  p6pe^  they  delti^ered  up  to  him  the 
cardinal,  becaufe  it  appeared  he  had  been  employed  only  as 
a  blind,  and  had  not  beenadive  in  the  confpiracy ;  for,  if 
)ie  had,  it  is  more  than  probable  he  would  have  undergone  ~ 
the  fate  of  the  archbifliop. 

The  combined  army  of  the  pope  and  the  Icing  of  Naples  The  vmr 
had  advanced  by  the  way  of  Sienna  to  Chianti^  the  army  q{  trofcciaed, 
the  church  being  commanded  by  Frederick  count  of  Urbim^ 
and  that  of  Naples  by  Alphonfo^  the  eldeft  fon  of  Ferdinand 
duke  of  CaMrJa.  Their  firft  enterprize  was  againft  CajH^* 
lime^  bdonging  to  the  Florenttms^  which  they  took,  after  a 
fioge  of  forty  days.  The  truth  is,  the  Florentines  had  little, 
at  thb  tinite,  to  depend  upon  but  their  own  courage  and  fpirit. 
The  Milanefe  government  was  then  unfettled,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  young  duke's  mother,  who  was  at  variance  writh 
all  her  huibsqid's  rdatrons ;  but,  in  virtue  of  the  late  confe-  - 
deracy,  (he  fent  the  Florentines  fome  affiftance ;  which  the 
republic  of  Fenice^  the  other  party,  declined  to  do,  on  pt^- 
tence  that  the  quarrel  vras  of  a  private  nature.  Notv^th- 
{landing  this  difappointment,  the  Florentine  army,  under  Her- 
'  eules  marquis  of  Ferrara^  took  the  field,  and  would  have  de- 
ftroyed  their  enemies,  who  befieged  and  took  Monte  S.  Sovsno 
in  die  Arezxim^  had  it  not  been  for  the  incapacity  or  treachery 
of  their  general,  who  granted  them  a  truce  for  fome  days. 
After  this,  both  armies  retired  to  winter-quarters. 

The  pope  and  the  kbg  oi Naples j  perceiving  the  Florentines  Rfvoltaiom 
fupported  by  the  dutchefe  of  Milgm,  employed  the  rebel  princes  '^  ^^^  Wi- 
of  the  Sfonza  family,  and  the  Adomi^  to  (hake  off  the  Mi-  **"*^^- 
lanefe  yoke ;  whilft  Fregofo^  by  favour  of  the  dutchefs,  who 
was  unable  to  recover  the  city  for  her  fon,  got  podeflion  of  it, 
and  drove  from  thence  the  Sfar^  and  S.  Severinoy  a  NeapoH* 
tan  gener^  of  great  reputation,  who,  putting  himielf  at  the 
head  of  fome  troops,  ravaged  the  territories  o(  Pifaj  and  ad- 
vanced almoft  to  the  gates  of  that  city ;  and  thus  the  FJoren- 
timesy  in  the  fpriog,  found  themfelves  opprefled  by  the  confe* 
derate  army  on  the  fide  of  Sienna^  and  by  S.  Severino  tm  that 
of  Pifa.    It  was,  at  the  fame  time,  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
that  they  could  keep  the  Lmquefe  faithful  to  their  engage- 
ments.    But  the  Venetians  having  lately  made  peace  with  the 
Turisy  the  Florentines  took  ioio  their  pzyCbarlesy  Bracbio's 
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fdn,  and  count  Z>W^^^,  Jacob  Pichum^s  fon.    Thofe  tW0 
generals,  bringing  with  them  a  body  of  mercenariet,  forced 
S,  Severino  to  defift  from  his  attempt  opon  Pifa^  and  recovered 
*aU  the  places  he  had  feized.     But  the  animofities  which  had 
fubfifted  between  their  grandfathers  broke  out  afrefli,  which 
obliged  the  Florentines  to  put  them  upon  feparate  fervices* 
The  bodv  under  Ddphobo  remained  at  Poggiobonzi ;  that  un- 
der Charlis  marched  againft  Perugia  \  while  Nicholas  Viulti^ 
with  the  third  party,  attempted  tp  retake  Citta  di  Caftello. 
Death  of    Charles  died  in  the  career  of  his  vidories  and  fuccefles,  and 
Charles      was  fucceeded  by  Robert  of  Rimini ;  and  all  that  Vitelli  could 
Bfachio.    do  was  to  fpoil  the  ope-n  country  about  Citta  diCqfiello.    The 
Atzx\i  oi  Charles  gave  fuch  fpirits  to  the  pope*s  army,  that 
they  attacked  that  under  Robert  near  the  lake  of  Perugia^  an* 
ctcntly  that  of  Thrajymene,  (on  the  very  fpot  where  Han* 
mbal  beat  the  Roman  army  under  Flaminius)  but  were  defeated. 
This  advantage  was  counterballanced  by  a  mutiny  of  their 
troops  at  Poggiobonzi^  which  obliged  the  Florentines  to  difmifi 
the  marquis  of  Ferrara  from  their  fervicc.     Upon  tbis,   AU 
Progre/s  offbonfo  duke  of  Calabria^  FerdmanS%  eldeft  fon,  attacked  and 
ebe^duke  £^ totally  routed  their  army,  which  left  all  their  ammunition, 
Calabria,   carriages,  artillery,  and  baggage,  a  prey  to  the  enemy ;  for, 
as  MacUawl  ^  obferves,  in  thofe  days  the  motion  of  one  horfe, 
either  to  retreat  or  charge,  gave  defeat  or  vidory.     A  pefti* 
lence,  which  at  that  time  raged  in  Florence^  had  driven  moft 
of  its  inhabitants  into  the  country ;  while  the  council  of  ten 
was  obliged  to  recal  the  army  under  Robert^  which  was  then 
befieging  Perugia^  to  the  defence  of  their  capital ;  and  it  en* 
camped  ztS.CaJumo^  within  eighteen  miles  of  Florence.   This 
gave  the  duke  of  Calabria  an  opportunity  of  extending  his 
conquefts  on  the  fide  of  Sienna.     He  took  Poggiobonzi^  Vico^ 
and  Certaldo ;  and  laid  fiege  to  tbe  Arong  caftle  of  Collet 
which,  iu>twithftanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  Florentine  army 
to  relieve  it,  yielded  on  the  13th  oiNovimberi  on  which  bot^l 
armies  went  into  winter-quarters. 
A  truce  fir     The  ftatc  of  affairs  in  Itafy^  at  this  time,  induced  the  pop© 
*^^  and  the  king  of  Naples  to  oflfer  the  Florentines  a  truce  fpr  thrco 

^i^^hs.  months,  which  was  accepted.  This  rcfpite  enabled  the  Plo^ 
rentines  the  more  cooUy  to  refle£b  on  their  own  difagreeable 
fituation.  They  perceived  they  had  nothing  to  truft  to,  either 
from  Venice  or  Adilan ;  and  that  their  vidorious  enemies  would 
probably,  ntitt  year,  be  at  the  gates  of  their  city.  Each 
blamed  the  other :  but  the  great  charge  of  mifcondud  lay 
agninft  Lorenzo  de  Medici-,  and  one  of  the  Florentines ^  in  a 
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public  iBtmUjf  bluntly  told  him,  that  he  muft^  Ibmc  way  or 
other,  think  of  gtvtng  them  peace.  L9renzo^  one  of  the 
wifeft 'patriots  any  ftate  ever  had,  wanted  no  inducement  to 
follow  this  counfeU  and  after  many  deliberations  with  his 
friends,  in  which  they  refolved  not  to  truft  the  pope,  he  canne 
to  the  generous  refolution  of  going  in  perfon  to  Naples^  to 
jtreAt  of  an  accommodation.  Leaving  the  charge  of  a&irs 
JA  the  city  to  Thomas  Soderinu  then  gonfalonier  of  juftice,  he 
^repaired,  without  any  public  charader,  and  without  acquaint- 
ing the  fenate,  to  Pifa ;  from  whence  he  fent  then^  letters, 
informing  them  of  liis  intention,  which  thev  anfwer^d  hy^^ioesaii$fi 
fending  him  full  powers  to  treat,  as  the  amoaflador  of  the^^^ren- 
people  of  FloreHCf,  with  the  Ngapolitan  king.  The  command-  ^* 
jng  prefence  of  Lormzo^  the  force  of  his  reafoning  and  elo- 
quence, and  the  opennefs  of  his  manner,  with  a  thoufand 
(Mher  drcumftances  that  charaAerife  a  great  and  wife  man, 
did  more  than  an  age  of  n^ociation  could  have  eSeded. 
Ferdinand^  now  old  and  experienced  in  the  arts  of  govern* 
inent,  no  fooner  heard  him  fpeak  of  the  interefts  of  Italy% 
and  of  her  feveral  ftates  and  potentates,  than  he  was  brought 
over  to  his  fentiments,  and  refolved,  at  any  rate,  to  make  him 
bis  friend.  Notwithftanding  this,  Firdinand  could,  not  lay 
afide  his  infidious  habits.  He  protraded  the  negociation,  that  • 
he  might  fee  the  turn  which  affairs  might  take  in  Florence 
during  the  abfence  of  Lorenzo^  who  had  many  eneniies  there* 
But  at  laft  a  league,  ofienfive  and  defenfive,  was  concluded 
between  the  king  and  the  Florentines ;  and'  on  the  6tb  of 
Marchy  1479,  Lorenzo  fet  out  on  his  return  ioTufcany. 

Thb  amazing  fagacity  that  gave  rife  to  this  negociatidn,  ^/j  ^^^^ 
the  abilities  with  which  it  was  conduced,  and  the  fucceis  thatxo^m  in 
attended  it,  form  an  extraordinary  period  in  civil  hifiory,  and  concluding 
were  worthy  the  }2;enius  of  the  firft  man  in  the  Florentine  ftate.  the  fame. 
Lorenzo  had  the  glory  and  fatisfadion  to  fee  his  labours  re- 
warded by  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  in  the  reception  he 
mtt  with  at  his  return,  and  in  the  extindion  of  party-fpirit, 
which  now  centered  in  the  admiration  of  his  virtues.     Two 
days  after  his  arrival,  the  articles  of  the  offienfive  and  defen* 
five  league  were  proclaimed.    By  them  the  king  was  to  difpofe 
of  the  places  he  had  taken  from  the  Florentines  as  he  pleafed. 
.ThePaXTUy  who  had  been  imprifoned,  were  to  be  freed ;  and 
-^be  duke  of  Calabriei  was  to  receive  from  the  Florentines  a  fub- 
fidy  for  a  ceruin  time.    The  Venttians  and  the  pope  com- 
plained of  the  difrefpei^  (hewn  them  by  this  peace,  as  they 
neither  had  been  invited  to. the  r^gociation,  nor  were  they 
included  in  the  terms.     They  exprelfcd  their  refemmcnt  in 
iiich  amanneri  \i^^tx\kt  Florentines^  xo  prevent  the  (^opfe* 
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quences,  probably  by  Lonnzo^s  advice,  conftituted  their  fii* 
preme  council  of  feventy  citizeps^  who  were  invefted  with  th« 
higheft  powers  in  government.    This  council  ratified  the 
peace  with  Ftrdinand^  and  nominated  arabafladors  to  go  to 
Rome\  but  they  perceived,  through  various  accidents,  that 
they  had  ftitt  great  difficulties  to  encounter.v 
<:bdra^er      THE  dutchefs  of  Mikn  had  been  obliged  to  refisa  ehat 
^ Lewis    government  to  Lewis  the  Moor^  fo  called  from  his  (wartby 
the  Moor,  complexion,  brother  to  the  late  duke,  one  of  the  moft  extras 
.  ordinary  charaders  in  hiftory.     Though  politic  and  penc* 
trating,  he  was  irrefolute  and  timid,  and  fear  generally  deter- 
mined him  to  the  moft  dangerous  'Courffs.     Seraxana  wae 
taken  from  the  Fhrenfinei  by  Fregofe  the  Genoefiy  who  made 
all  the  garrifon  prifohers;  and,  what  was  more  affli£ting  than 
all  to  the  Fhrentines^  the  duke  of  Calabria  (KU  lay  on  their 
'Confines  with  his  army,  and  not  only  totally  dilclaimed  the 
late  peace,  but  endeavoured  to  poflTefs  Sienna^  as  the  firft  ftep 
towards  his  becoming  mafter  of  all  Tufcany,     It  is  difficult  to 
fay  what  the  confequences  might  have  been,   had  not  the 
Turksy  who  had  been  repulfed  before  Rhodes^  made  a  defcent 
upon  Itafyi  and,  after  ravaging  the  fea-coads,  taken  Otranip^ 
the  moft  convenient  port  for  them  in  all  the  kingdom  ofNa* 
plesy  and  fortified  it,  with  a  view  of  continuing  their  con- 
quefts.     This  alarming  event  delivered  Tufcany  from  the  duke 
Difc$nten%  of  Calahricft  ambition  ;  for  he  was  obliged  to  return  with  his 
«/*  the       .  amiy  to  Naples ;  and  the  pope  now  declared  himfelf  willing 
duke  tf      to  treat  of  an  accommodation  with  the  FlorentimSy  notwith- 
Calabria.  ftanding  all   the  provocations  he  had  received  from  them. 
They,  on  the  other  hand,  not  ftanding  on  forms  where  efTen- 
tials  were  preferved,  named  twelve  deputies  to  go  to  Romg  ; 
where,  after  a  great  variety  of  fubmiffions  on  their  part,  and 
of  haughtinefs  on  that  of  his  holinefs,  the  pope  gave  theon 
his  benedidion,  and  ratified   the  peace.     Notwithftandio£ 
that,  he  infifted  upon  iht Florentines  maintaining  fifteen  armea 
gallies  againft  the  Turks.    This  demand,  which  the  Florm- 
The  Flo.    tinei  complained  heavily  of,  was  afterwards  mitigated  by  the 
rentines     addreis  of  Guido  Antonio  Vefpucci :   and  thus  the  Fhrentinei 
reconciled  to  }fftxt  placed  in  a  fituation  the  moft  defirable  of  any  they  bad 
the  pope,     known  for  many  years. 

J  peace.  Their  firfl  care  was  to  obtain  reftitution  of  the  towns 
that  had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  duke  of  Calabria^  and 
which  had  been  left  to  the  difpofal  of  Ferdinand^  but  were 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Sttnmfe.  Ferdinand  was  warm!/ 
plied  by  the  Florentines  to  refift  their  importunities,  becatife 
he  might  have  thereby  kindled  a  new  war  in  hafy^  which 
might  have  depr'iyed  hin  of  the  aMance  he  expeAed  againft 
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the  Turks.  The  towns  were  rcftorcd  \  by  which,  '  fays 
Machiavel  **,  it  apppearr,  that  neither  treaties  nor  oaths^ 
but  neceflity,  .makes  princes  honeft.  Fortune  thus  fecondi- 
ing  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  Lorenzo^  he  was  in  his  own 
country  as  great  aind  glorious  as  a  good  citiieen  could  wilh  ^ 
to  be ;  and  even  accidents  were  now  conftiued  as  the  eSe& 
of  his  policy. 

The  fur  render  of  Otranto  foon  after  by  the  Turks^  tho'  The  poft 
It   quieted  the  fears,  renewed  the  diflcntions  of  i)^^  Italian  defeats 

5rinces  and  ftates.     The  VeneUans  had  pretenfions  upon  the 
^errarefe-j    and  gaining  the  pope  to  their  fide,  ihey  made 
S,  Severino  their  general.     The  Flonntines  placed  Conftanu^  ^ 

the  lord  of  Pefaroj  at  the  head  o^  their  army,  and  that  of 
the  Milanefe  was  commanded  by  Frederick  of  JJrbino.  The 
pope  not  having  declared  himfelf,  Ferdinand  ordered  the  duke 
of  Calabria  to  demand  a  paflage  for  his  troops  through  hi« 
•dominions,  for  the  arfiftance  of  the  marquis  of  Ferrara^ 
which  was  denied.  The  Florentines  joining  with  Ferdinand, 
conficlercd  this  denial  as  a  commencement  of  hoftiltttes  on 
the  pope's  part,  and  took  the  field  againft  him.  The  duke 
of  Calabria's  troops,  affifted  by  the  family  of  Cohnna^  carried 
their  incurfions  to  the  gates  of  Kome^  and  Nicholas  Vitelli^  by 
the  afliftance  of  the  Florentines^  recovered  Citta^  di  Cajlelloy 
from  the  pope's  governor.  His  holinefi  being  thus  ftrajtencd 
on  every  fide,  took  into  his  pay  Robert  of  Rimini^  whole  ^^'^fff  ^ 

Sreat  reputation  and  experience  gave  fo  much  fpirit  to  the  ^^^^^^' 
lomansj  that  they  marched  out  of  Rome^  and  obliged  the 
duke  of  Calabria  to  come  to  a  bittle.  The  event  was  glori* 
ous  for  his  holinefs,  or  rather  for  his  general.  The  battle 
was  more  bloody  than  any  that  had  bc^n  fought  in  Italy  for 
fifty  years  before,  for  atmoil  one  thoufand  men  were  killed 
on  hoth  fides  j  but  at  laft  the  Neapolitans  were  entirely  de- 
feated, and  the  duke  of  Calabria  himfelf  mpfl:  have  been 
taken  prifoner,  had  he  not  been  favcd  by  fome  Turisy  who 
bad  entered  into  his  fervice  after  the  furrender  of  Otranto. 
A  few  days  after,  Rjobert  o(  Rimini^  who  is  ftiled  ihtMagni- 
-ficent^  died;  and  his  holinefs,  to  teftify  his  gratitude  to  a 
general  who  had  ierved  him  fo  faithfully,  rafter  giving  him  ii 
magnificent  burral,  fent  his  nephew,  count  Girolatn^y  to  de-  • 
prive  his  infant  fiwi  of  his  inheritance  of  Risnini,  The  /%- 
rentints^  on  this  occafion,  genoroufly  interpofed  in  favour  .of 
the  iafant  and  his  mother;  and  the  pope  was  baffled  by  them^ 
not  only  in  that  attempt,  but  in  another  that  he  had  formed 
"againft  C/V/tf  di  Ca/lelU.     The  war  all  this  while  went  on  ia 
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the  Ferrarifgy  Where  the  Vautiam  took  Figaroh  frooj  the 
^arquis  pf  Ferrara^  and  muil  have  taken  Ferrara  itfeif,  had 
not  Ferdinand  and  the  Florentims  threatened  the  pope  with 
the  authority  of  a  general  council  which  the  emperor  had 
then  convoked  at  Bajil.     His  holinefs,  obliged  to  give  way 
to  neceifity,  at  laft  fent  ambaiTadors  to  NapUsy  where  a 
league,  or  rather  a  truce,  for  five  years  was  concluded  upon, 
between  him,   Ftrdinandy  Lewis  the  Moor^  and  the  Floren- 
tinesy  and  the  pope  fignified  his  pleafure  to  the  Venetiansy  that 
they  Oiould  defift  from,  their  war  in  Ferrara^ 
jRarminz       Thb  f^enetianSj  at  that  time,  were  fo  exceffively  powerful^ 
powtrtf    as  to  become  formidable  to  the  of  her  flates  oi  Italy.    They 
tbi  Vene-  defeated  both  the  Milanefi  and  the  NeapoUtan  troops,  that  had 
Cians*        been  fent  to  the  affiftanceof  the  marquis  of  Ferrara^  and 
were  actually  befieging  Ferrara  itfelf,  when  Lorenzo  de  Medici^ 
the  pope's  legate,  and  the  other  allies  of  the  Florentines^ 
aiTembled  at  Cremona^  to  confult  about  doing  fomething  de- 
cifive  againft  the  f^enetians.     At  firft  it  was  propofed,  that 
Letois  fhould  give  them  a  diverflon  in  their  own  country, 
which  he  declined  doing ;  and  then  they  refolved  to  march 
J  league    and  attack  the  t^enetians  before  Ferrara.    It  was,  however, 
againjl      judged  expedient  to  begin  with  deftroying  the  Venetian  fleer, 
*^«»^         which  they  cfFeiSlually  did.     The  land-army  of  the  Venetians 
confided  of  two  thoufand  tWo  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  fix 
thoufand  foot;  that  of  the  Florentines^  and  their  allies,  of 
four  thoufand  men  at  arm3,  and  eight  thoufand  foot  (B). 
The  Venetians^  not  daunted  with  this  gre^t  fuperiority  of  nuai- 
bers,  fent  S.  Severino  acrofs  the  jidda^  where  he  proclaimed 
the'young  duke  and  his  mother  the  fovereigns  of  Milan,   un* 
der  the  walls  of  jthaf^ity.     This  mcafure  produced  no  com- 
motion in  Milan,  and  exafperated  Lewis  fo  mucb^  that  he 
now  agreed  to  the  diverfion  he  had  rejc&ed  before^  and  lA 

(B)  It  may  be  here  neceil'ary  to  be  foldlefs,  tlio*  perkapi  ho( 

to  explain  one  circumilance  to  above  two  or  three  hcmdred  out 

the  reader,    which    may  have  of  one  thoufand  were  properlt 

puz2led  him  in  the  courie  of  armed  for  the  field.     Bat  a  di^> 

this  htilory,  in  which  he  fees  tindion  amongft  the    cavalry 

the  number  of  horfe  in  armies  now  prevailed.    Men  at  arrns^ 

commonly  fuperior  to  thofe  of  were  men   completely  armed* 

foot.     This  was  owing  to  the  who  ferved  on  norfeback,  and 

pride  of  the  Italian  noblemen  their  attendantt»  who  are  called 

and  gentlemen,  wiio   generally  light  horfe,   are  fcldom  men- 

itvftA  on  horfeback,  and  were  tioned.     This  diftiofliony  tho* 

themfelves  attended  by  a  num-  new  in  Italj,  was  very  ancieat 


ber  of  attendants  on  horfeback,    iaFrance^ 
who  were  all  of  them  reckoned 
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conjun^'on  with  the  duke  of  Catabria,  he  fell  into  the  Ber^ 
gamajij  the  Breffarty  an^  the  Veroruft^  where  they  dcftroyed 
all  the  open  country;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  S.  Seve* 
rino,  the  Venetian  general,  could  prevent  their  becoming 
rodders  of  the  cities.     This  happened  in  the  year  X483. 

NoTHifTG  now  but  difientton  amongft  themfelves,  could  //  // 
have  prevented  the  allies  frooi  driving  the  Venetians  out  of  broken. 
LonAarii.  But  the  interefts  of  the  duke  of  Calabria  and 
Lewis  the  Mo9r,  became  then  incompatible.  John  Galeazzs^ 
nephew  to  Lewis  and  the  true  diike  of  Milan^  had  married 
tbe  duke  <^  C^/n^/Vs  daughter :  znAGonzaga^  the  marqui) 
of  Mantua^  who  had  always  kept  them  in  friendfliip,  being 
nuw  dead^  the  duke  inAfted  upon  Lewis  putting  hit  fon-in- 
law  in  poflfeffion  of  his  inheritance,  hoping  that  as  Galea%z9 
was  but  a  weak  prince,  he  himfelf  would  fucceed  Lewis  as 
admtniftrator  of  diat  duchy.  This  demand  made  L^wrV  fall 
off  from  the  confederacy,  and  threw  him  into  the  arms  of 
t\\t  Venetians y  with  whom  he  made  a  peace  in  Auguft  1484.  ■'/'^^g 
By  the  articles  of  it,  the  Venetians  were  reftored  to  the  poflcf- 
fion  of  all  the  towns  taken  from  them,  which  had  been  put 
imp  the  hands  of  Lewis^  while  they  retained  alt  they  had 
taken  from  the  marquis  of  Ferrara.  It  was  in  vain  for  the 
Florentines  and  their  allies  to'  remon (Irate  againft  this  treaty. 
They  ftood  in  need  of  peace,  and  they  were  obliged  to  accede 
to  it.  Jn  the  mean  while,  the  allies  had  agreed  with  his 
holincfs  to  withdraw  all  affiflance  from  Vitelli^  who  remained 
in  pofleflion  of  Citta  di  Cajielloy  which  was  belieged  by  bis 
forces:  but  they  were  defeated  by  ViteUi^  wifh  whom  his 
bolinefs  was  obligcid  to  come  to  a  compromife.  The  pope  . 
then  joined  the  JJrftni  againft  the  ColonnaSy  who  favoured  the 
Neapolitans.  But  at  laft  each  party  beat  the  other  into  peace, 
neither  being  able  to  continue  the  war. 

The  Florentines  all  this  time  had  employed  Antonio  deneFlo- 
JUardanc  to  lie  with  fome  troops  near  Serazana,  in  hopes  ofremines^ 
having  an  opportunity  to  retake  that  city.     Nothing  how- war  nvitie 
ever  but  flight  flcirmifties  paffed  on  either  fide.     It  may  there-  tbe  'Geno>- 
fere  be  faid,  that  all  Italy  was  at  this  time  in  a  ftate  of  tran-  cfe. 
quiiiity;  a  circumftance  fo  difagreeable  to  his  holinefs,  that 
it  broke  his  heart.     His  death  filled  all  Rome  with  uproar  and 
blood,  occafioned  by  the  differences  between  the  families  of 
Urfim  Qind  Colonnay  arnl  count  Girolamo  poflfcfled  himfelf  of 
the  caftle  of  5.  Angelo^  which  may  be  conlidered  as  the  q\\a- 
del  of  Rome.     He,  however,  being  defirous  to'^oblige  ^he  next 
pope,  retired  to  his  own  eftates;   and  cardinal  C/^,    who  ' 

took  the  name  of  Innocent  VIII.  fucceeded  to  the  popedom, 
and  reftored  the  tranquillity  of  Rme. 
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They  he*        Thb  Florentines  ftill  Continued  very  uneafy  under  the  lofs  of 
/lege  Pic-   Sera^ana^  and  the  more  fo,  as  it  had  been  taken  from  them 
tra  Santa,  by  Fregofo^  a  private  Genoefc.    They  therefore  midc  vigorous 
preparations  for  retaking  it^  upon  which  Fregofo  ^xtXAtA  up  the 
poffeflion  of  it  to  the  proprietors  of  the  bank  of  St^  George^ 
who  then  pofTefled  almoft  all  the  territories  belonging  to  the&- 
noefe^  without  the  walls  of  thejr  city.    By  this  ceffion  the  /&- 
renilnes  had  no  pretext  for  making  war  againft  the  Genoefe  as 
a  community  \  and  they  yet  could  have  no  hopes  of  fucceeding 
in  the  recovery  of  Serazana^  without  taking  Ptetra  Santa^  & 
town  belonging  to  the  Genoefe.    That  they  might  have  a 
good  colour  for  a  breach,  they  ordered  a  great  quantity  of 
provifions,  under  a  very  flight  convoy»  to  be  fent  from  Plfa 
to  their  army  before  Serazanoy  by  the  way  of  Pletra  Santa* 
That  garrifon  could  not  refift  the  bait :  they  fallied  out,  and 
eafily  became  mafters  of  the  plunder.     Upon  this  the  Floren^ 
tine  army  abandoned  the  fiege  of  Serazana,  and  undertook 
'  that  of  Pletra  Santa  i  and  the  war  thus« becoming  general  bc- 
tweeil  them  and  the  Genoefe^  the  fleet  of  the  latter  took  and 
burnt  the  fortrefs  of  f^ada^  and  ravaged  the  territory  of  Fol^ 
terra.    Their  ravages  were  repreflfed  by  Buonglanm  Glanfig- 
llazzly  a  Florentine  ofllicer,    who  was  fent  with  a  party  of 
horfe  againft  them.    The  Genoefe  navy,  however,  made  an 
attempt  upon  Le^horn^  a  place  which  now  began  to  make  s 
figure  in  Tufcany^  from  whence  it  was  repulfed  with  lo6, 
though  they  had  been  at  vaft  expence  in  engineeting  to  re- 
duce it. 
and  at  lafi     The  fiegc  of  Pietra  Santa  ftill  went  on  ;  but  fo  remife  was 
take  it.       the  Florentine  army  in  its  difcipline,  that  they  were  furprifed 
•     by  a  fally  from  the  befieged,  and  driven  from  their  works  to 
the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  the  town.    There  they  deliber- 
*^    ated  about  abandoning  thefiege,  and  retiring  into  winter 
quarters.    This  news  coming  to  Florence^  filled   the  whole 
city  with  indignation,     Anfonio  Pucd  and  Bernardo  del  Nero^ 
,    two  of  the  moft  refpeSabIc  citizens  in  Florence  were  imme- 
diately difpatched  with  a  Urge  fum  of  money  to  remonftrate 
to  the  army,  which  it  feems  was  numerous  and  well  appoint- 
ed.     The  fliame  of  being  baiHed  before  fo  inconflderable  a 
place,  joined  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  new  commifiaries, 
efpecially  Antonio  Pucci^  was  fo  fuccefsful  that  the  foldiers 
fiormed  the  works  they  had  loft  before,  but  with  the  lo(s  of  their 
general  Marciano ;  and  the  town  itfelf,  perceiving  their  refo- 
lution,  propofed  a  capitulation.  To  give  the  more  honour  to  the 
defence  made  by  the  befiegers,  Lorenzo  de  Media  came   in 
perfon  to  the  Florentine  camp,  and  in  a  few  days  after  the 
caftle,  as  well  as  the  town)  was  furrendered.     This  fiege 
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C6ft  the  FlorMtttis  fome  of  their  beft  troops  and  oflicei's,  and 
amongft  the  latter  Antonio  Pucci^  who  died  through  the  un- 
.  wbolfome  heats  of  the  country  during  the  autumn  feafon. 

The  Lucquifi  A\A  not  fail  to  claim  from  the  Florentines  It  is  claitH* 
Pietra  Santa^  as  a  place  that  had  formerly  belonged  to  their  ed  by  the 
ftatc.      The  Florentines^    without  denying  that   fad,   told  Lucquefc, 
them,  that  before  they  gave  it  up,  they  muft  be  fatisfied  for 
the  vaft  loft  of  blood  and  treafure  which  the  reduction  of  the 
place  bad  coft  them,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  being  now  fet 
on  foot  by  the  pope,  they  were  not  fure  whether  they  might 
not  be  obliged  to  reftore  the  i;own  to  the  GeHoefe.     In  thofe' 
altercations  the  winter  pad,  and  all  the  next  fpring.     Lorenxo 
deMe£d  was  fo  afflided  with  an  hereditary  gout,  that  he  could 
do  no  bufinefi,  and  none  could  be  done  by  the  Florentines     * 
without  him.     This  delayed  the  fiege  of  Serazana:  and  the 
ambition  of  the  duke  of  Calabria  threw  freih  obfiacles  in  their 
way.     The  city  of  Aquila  was  fo  little  dependent  on    the 
crown  of  Naples^  that  though  it  lay  in  that  kingdom,  it 
might  be  faid  to  have  been  free.     The  duke  of  Calabria  being 
in  the  neighbourhood  with  his  troops,  under  pretence  of  bu-  ke^aluthn 
fiiieis,  trepanned  the  count  of  Montorioy  who  had  the  greateft  />  Aquila^ 
fway  in  Jquita,  into  his  power,  and  fern  him  t>rifoner  to 
NapleSy  in  hopes  of  reducing  Aquila  to  an  abfolute  fubjediioh 
to  that  crown.    The  Jquilians  upon  this  flew  to  arms,  and 
not  only  put  to  death  the  king's  commiflary,  and  feveral  of 
Ferdinandrs  friends  in  that  city,  but  ere3ed  the  papal  banners, 
and  invited  the  pope  to  take  them  under  his  protedion.    His 
holinefs  greedily  accepted  of  the  invitation ;  andtaking  into  his 
pay  S.  Severinoy  who  had  been  difmified  from  the  Aftlemefe  fer*  ^ 

vice,  all  the  friends  of  coimt  Montorio^  and  many  of  the  Ne^ 
apolitah  barons,  declared  in  his  favour.  Ferdinand  applied  to 
the  Florentines  for  affiftance ;  and  tho'  they  wer^  extremely 
averfe  from  either  entering  into  a  war  with  the  holy  fee,  or 
profecuting  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  over  the  Ge^  ^ 
noefey  yet  they  fent  an  army  to  his  affiftance,  by  which  Al-- 
fhonfo  remained  mafter  of  the  field  againft  his  holinefs,  and 
all  his  other  enemies.  At  laft,  the  Spaniards  offering  their  ^P^^^^^ 
mediation,  a  peace  was  concluded,,  by  which  2^  Italy  was 
once  more  reftored  to  its  tranquilltiy,  the  Geneofe  alone  be- 
ing excluded,  for  having  ihaken  off  the  yoke  of  Milany  and 
detaining  the  Florentine  poilefBons. 

The  punfluality  with  which  the  Florentines  bad  fulfilled  A.  D. 
their  engagements  with  Ferdinand^  gave  them  vaft  credit  ^46. 
with  the  pope,  who,  during  the  war  with  the  Neapolitans^  had  Tbepcpe 
been  betrayed  by  his  general  5.  SeverinOy  and  he  publickly  f^^^^^j^ 
declared,  that  he  would  do  every  thing  in  bis  power  to  ftrve  '^^  ^}^' 
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and  oblige  them.    This  being  reported  to  Loramo  de  A^Sdj 
he  omitted  nothing  th^  could  cement  or  improve  the  grow* 
ing&iendihtp,  and  actually  gave  one  of  bis  daughters  in  mar* 
'  riage  to  Francis^  fon  to  the  pope,  who  bad  been  nurried  be- 

fore he  was  exalted  to  the  popedom.  From  that  time  the 
interefis  of  Flor€nce  and  the  holy  fee  became  the  fame,  as 
Lorenzo  had  agreed  to  every  thing  propoied  for  the  advance- 
ment of  his  fon- in-law  in  Jtalf.  The  pope,  on  the  other 
hand,  infifted  flrongly  with  the  Genoife  that  they  fbould  re- 
fiore  Serazana  to  the  FUrentines^  as  holding  it  from  an  ini- 
quitous title  derived  from  Fregofo,  The  Gencefe  were  fo  &r 
from  paying  regard  to  the  remonftrances  of  hi9  holinefs, 
that  they  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  gallies,  .then  landed  three  thou- 
fand  foot  at  Seraxanella^  and  after  taking  and  plundering  the 
town,  and  the  neighbouring  places,  all  which  belong  to 
the  Fbriniines^  they  planted  artillery  againfl;  the  caAle. 
This  being  done  while  a  truce  was  fubnfling  under  the  pope's 
mediation,  the  FUreniines  complained  loudly  of  it  at  Ronuy 
but  ordered  their  general  Virgimo  Orfini  at  P//j,  to  draw 
their  troops  together.  They  then  fent  ambadadors  to  re- 
quire aid  from  their  allies.  But  Ferdinand  excufed  .bimfelf 
becaufe  of  his  war  with  the  TCwrks^  and  Lewis  of  Milan  trifled 
with  them ;  fo  that  they  received  none.  Depending,  there- 
fore, on  themfelves  alone,  they  appointed  Jamei  Guieciardim 
and  Feier  Fittoriy  to  Command  againft  die  Genoefey  who  fiill 
preiled  the  citadel  of  Serazamllay  and  Jay  encamped  on  the  river 
Magra.  A  battle  quickly  enfued,  in  which  the  Genoefe  were 
intirely  defeated ;  and  Lorenzo  de  Media  arriving  in  the  Flo^ 
rentine  camp,  Serazana  itfelf  was  befieged  and  taken',  after 
an  obflinate  refiihiDce,  by  the  Florentines, 
invents  '  During  thofe  tranfadiions  on  the  Magra,  Lewis  Sfonut^ 
7>Romag- under  pretence  of  (ending  fome  troops  to  the  affiihince  of 
na.  the  Florentines^  fent  them  to  fupport  an  infurredion  which 

he  privately  procured  to  be  made  in  Genoa,  by  which  that 
city  once  more  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Milanefe.  About 
the  fame  time  the  Venetians  were  defeated  near  Trent  by  the. 
Germans,  and  their  general  &  Severino  was  killed.  But  the 
Venetians  foon  made  a  peace,  by  which  they  gained  more 
than  all  they  had  loft  by  war.  The  connexions  between 
the  pope  and  Lorenzo  de  Media  grew  every  day  ftronger  5 
for  the  latter  perfuaded  Boccalino  of  Ofmo,  in  the  marqui(ate 
of  Aneona,  to  reftore  that  town  to  his  holinefs,  after  making 
it  rebel.  Boccalino  afterwards  lived  in  fplendor  at  Flcrencty 
from  whence  he  removed  to  Milan,  where  he  was  put  to 
death  by  Lewis  Sforza.  In  the  Romagna,  Francis  del  Orfi 
aHkainated  coufit  Girclamo  in  bis  own  boufe,  and  made  his 
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m\k  and  children  prifoners,  but  could  not  mafter  tfie  citadel. 
The  countefs  offered  to  prevail  with  the  governor  to  furren- 
der  it,  and  the  confpiratoi^  accordingly  fufiered  her  to  enter 
it,  detaining  her  children  as  pledges.  Bt|t  far  from  perform- 
ing her  promife,  (he  threatened  the  governor  and  all  the  gar* 
Wfon  with  death  if  they  did  not  make  a  vigorous  defence,  and 
flighted  all  the  menaces  of  the  confpirators  againft  her  chil- 
jdren.  This  refolute  condud,  and  the  approach  of  fome 
troops  to  her  affiftance  from  M'tlan^  made  the  confpirators 
fly  with  all  their  effeSs  to  Cttta  di  CaJiello\  but  the  countefs 
purfued  them  and  amply  revenged  her  hufband^s  death.  The 
Florentines  were  no  farther  concerned  in  this  incident,  than  as 
it  gave -them  an  opportunity  of  recovering  the  caftle  ofPiancal- 
doH^  which  had  been  ufurped  from  them  by  the  count. 

The  Florentines  were  more  interefted  in  another  tragical 
(events  but  of  a  more  different  nature,  which  at  the  fame 
time  happened  near  Porli.     GaleottOy  lord  of  Faenza^  was 
married  to  the  daughter  of  John  Bentivoglio  of  Bologna^  and 
by  her  had  a  fon  called  AJiprre,     The  lady  conceived  fo  in- 
tolerable an  averfion  to  her  hufband,  that  (he  refolved  to  have 
him  murdered,  and  (he  brought  her  father  into  the  fame  un- 
natural defign,  in  hopes  of  becoming  mailer  of  Faenza  after 
his   fon-in  law's  death.     She  counterfeited  ficknefs,  and  her 
hufband  coming  to  vifit  her,   the  affalTins  rufhed  out  and  _   p. 
flew  him.    Upon  this,  (he  took  refuge  with  her  fon  in  the  ^"^^\^' 
caftle,  while  Bentivoglioy    and  one  Berganuno^    a  Milanefe  j^^^j^  ^l 
officer,  took  poffeffion  of  Faenza^  where  there  happened  to  admm- 
refide  at  the  time  Antonio  Bofcolij  z  Florentine  commiSairy.ara/orT  of 
But  while  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Faenza  was  unfettled,  the  Faenza. 
country  people  took  arms,  and  breaking  into  the  town  killed 
Bergamino^  made  Bentivoglio  prifoner,  and  recommended  the » 
government  of  the  ftate,  and  young  AJiorre^  to  BofcoU.     The 
Florentines  readijy  undertook  the  charge,  but  fct  at  liberty 
Bentivoglio  and  his  daughter^  who  had  continued  blocked  up 
in  the  citadel. 

FLORENCE  was  now  at  a  very  high  pitch  of  happi-  State  of 
Deis  and  profperity.  The  Venetians  were  in  no  condition  to  Florence, 
hurt  herj  Lewis  Sforza  had  no  inclination,  nor  was  it  his 
intereft.  The  pope  and  the  king  of  Naples  wtre  her  friends; 
;ind  (he  might  have  been  faid  to  have  polfefled  the  baiiance 
of  power  in /^/7/f.  Her  people  were  rich,  powerful,  united, 
and  flourifhing  in  learning,  arts,  aqd  fciences,  beyond  per- 
haps what  any  ptople  ever  were,  excepting  the  Athenians. 
All  this  profperity  was  owin?  to  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  a 
private  citizen,*  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  For  fome  years  the  tran- 
quillity of  bis.  country  wasfuch,  that  it  afibrdcd  no  events  pro- 
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'  per  for  hiftory  to  record,  unlefs  wc  mention  as  fucb,  the  pro- 
digious encouragement  given  by  the  Florentines^  after  Lorenxo^s 
example,  to  men  of  learning  and  genius,  who  filled  their 
country  during  thia  happy  interval  with  writings  and  workS) 
that  will  ever  be  the  admiration  of  mankind.  Lorenzo^  how- 
ever, though  honoured  with  the  appellation  of  the  father  of 
the  mufes,  did  not  forget  his  own  family.  He  married  his 
eldeft  fon  to  Alphonftna^  daughter  to  the  chevalier  Orjini. 
Though  his  fecond  fon  John^  afterwards  the  famous  pope 
Leo  X.  was  not  above  thirteen  years  of  age,  yet  he  procured 
*  for  him  the  dignity  of  cardinal ;  but  his  third  fon  was  too 
young  for  any  provifion.  He  had  four  daughters;  one  of 
them  was  married  to  James  Sahrati,  another  to  Francis  Cibo^ 
a  third  to  Peter  Ridoiphi,  all  of  them  of  great  houfes;  and 
he  would  have  given  the  fourth  in  marriage  to  James  Medics^ 
had  fhe  not  died. 

Such  was  the  happy  ftate  of  Florence  and  the  Medici  fit- 
mily  in  1492,  when  Lorenzo  de  Medici^  worn  out  by  a  com* 
plication  of  diftempers  which  fettled  in  his  flomacb,  died, 
aged  no  more  than  forty-four  years.  For  his  charadbr  wc 
inufi^,  in  a  great  meafurc,  refer  to  thofc  we  have  drawn  of 
his  illuftrious  predeceflbrs,  whom  he  refembled  in  all  their 
public  and  private  virtues ;  but  he  feems,  in  progress  of  time, 
to  have  exceeded  them  in  perfonal  accomplilhments.  He 
owed,  as  we  have  feen,  his  life  to  his  valour,  and  he  had  a 
turn  for  military  affairs,  which  was  of  infinite  fervice  to  his 
country,  though  peace  was  the  darling  obje£U)f  all  his  mea- 
fures.  The  commerce  of  Europe  began,  during  his  timet 
to  run  into  new  channels,  and  more  cxpenfive  manners  pre- 
vailing in  life.  Lorenzo  found  that  he  was  impofed  upon  by 
his  faSors,  who  lived  like  princes,  and  he  therefore  narrowed 
his  mercantile  dealings,  and  laid  out  the  money  be  was 
mafter  of  in  territorial  acquifitions,  within  the  ftate  of  ^Z?- 
rencej  as  being  the  moft  likely  to  give  permanency  to  his  fa- 
mily. He  not  only  loved  and  rewarded,  above  any  prince  of 
his  age,  the  fine  arts,  but  pradifed  them  in  his  own  perfon. 
According  to  Machiavel^  compofitions  of  his  areflill  extant, 
that  prove  him  to  have  been  both  a  poet  and  a  critic.  He 
was  a  good  Judge  of  architedlure,  which  in  his  time  was 
commonly  combined  with  painting,  and  of  mufic.  He 
founded  the  univerfity  of  P//&,  to  which  he  brought  the  moft 
learned  and  ingenious  men  in  Italy.  He  built  near  to  Fl^enct 
Death  and  ^  monaftery  for  father  Moriano^  who  was  an  excellent 
charaacr   preacher. 

^Loren-  He  is  faid  to  have  been  more  amorous  than  was  confiftent 
zodeMe*  with  the  ftrift  practice  of  virtue,  and  like  Scipio^  Leliuf,  and 
dici.  3  other 


Digitized 


by  Google 


The  Hiftory  of  Florence.  ^43 

other  great  men  of  antiquity,  to  have  unbent  his  more  feriou^ 
hours  with  juvenile  recreations;  fo  that  two  fouls  feemed  to 
refide  in  his  body,  for  he  (bmetimes  made  himfelf  one  of  his 
own  children.  Though  he  had  no  opinion  of  diftantconquefts> 
yet  he  fortified  Florence  againft  invafion  from  abroad,  not 
only  by  adding  to  the  ftrength  as  well  as  the  beauty  of  the 
city,  but  by  putting  his  friends  into  the  government  of  thofe 
ftates  and  places,  that  were  in  a  manner  the  keys  of  the 
republic.  He  kept  in  his  own  hands  the  adminiftration  of 
Faenza\  and,  by  his  in te reft,  the  Baglioni  governed  in  Pe- 
rugioy  and  the  Vitelli  in  Gtta  ds  Cq/iello.  To  amufe  his 
bufy  pragmatical  countrymen,  as  well  as  to  render  Florence-  ' 

more  populous  and  frequented,  he  was  perpetually  exhibiting 
public  jufts,  tournaments,  plays,  entertainments,  and  other 
diverfionsy  which  had  a  wonderful  effe£lupon  the  mmds^  of  the 
people,  and  reconciled  them,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  that 
artftocracy  of  which  they  were  naturally  fo  jealous.  As  Italy 
was  then  the  country  of  learned  princes  and  nobility,  Fio^ 
fence  and  Lorenzo  became  the  refidence  of  all  who  cultivated,^ 
pradifed,  or  ftudied  the  fine  arts :  and  the  famous  Pico^ 
count  of  Mvrandola^  after  travelling  through  all  Europe^ 
chofc  to  fix  there. 

LORENZO* s  fortune,in  fbme  refpefl^, was  equal  to  his  merit. 
Several  attempts,  befidcs  that  of  the  Pazzt\  were  made  upon 
his  life ;  but  all  of  them  were  defeated,  and  the  afl^lBn^ 
punifhed.  The  moft  diftant  princes  were  flruck  with  reve- 
rence and  cfteem  for  hb  perfon  and  virtues;  witnefs  the  cor- 
refpondence  he  kept  up  with  Matthias ^  king  oi  Hungary ^  the 
ambafladors  and  prefents  he  received  from  the  reigning  em- 
perors of  the  Turks^  one  of  whom  delivered  up  to  him  the 
murderer  of  his  brother  Bernardo  Bandini^  who  had  taken 
refuge  amongfl  the  infidels.  His  palace  was  the  center  of 
unity  for  all  Italy;  and  by  his  wonderful  addrefs,  he  broughlf 
k  to  a  ftate  of  tranquillity,  which  it  bad  not  known  for  fome 
ages  before.  Upon  his  death,  all  the  Italian  Aiitcs  and  princes 
fcnt  compliments  of  condolence  by  their  ambafladors  to  /%-» 
rence. 

By  the  death  of  Lorermo  de  Medici^  which  was  iucceeded  SucaeJed^ 
by  that  of  pope  Innocent  VIII.  the  ballance  of  power  in  Italy  by  his  fon 
was  again  deftroyed.     Lorenzo  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Pe^  P«tcr, 
ier\  but  he  was  far  from  being  qualified,   either  by  age  or 
abilities,  for  maintaining  his  fatherV  fyflem.     Both  his  wife 
and  mother  were  of  the  Orfini  family^'  and  he  rcfigned  him* 
felf  intircly  to  the  diredion  of  his  kinfman  Virginia  Orfmi^ 
who  perfuaded  him  to  itrengthen  his  conne£ltons  with  the 
^ourt  of  KapUt }  a  meafure  which  gave  fucb  umbrage  to 
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Liwis  Sforzay  that  it  produced  the  moll  difaial  calamities  to 

^  Italy. 

Borgia  INNOCENT  VIII.  was  fucceedcd  by  Roderigo  Borgia^ 

(hojen  pcpe  a  Spaniard^   who  called  himfelf  Alexander  VI.  a  name  that 

h  ^^^       ever  fince  has  been  another  title  for  all  manner  of  impiety, 

nam  of    in^pm-jty,  cruelty,  and  wickednels.     He  mounted  the  papal 

^^  Vl"     *^®"^  ^y  ®P^"  fimony,  and  was  even  above  the  practice  of 

hypocrify  in  his  vices.     At  the  fame  time  he  wai  cunning 

and  fagacious  in  finding  out  refources  under  all  difficulties. 

As  \\\p  great  (Irength  of  Italy  now  lay  in  an  union,  Sfirza 
propofed  that  the  ambafiadors  of  all  her  princes  (hould  pre- 
fent  themfelves  in  one  day,  as  the  members  of  one  body,  to 
make  their  ufual  congratulations  upon  the  pope*8  acceffion, 
and  that  one  (hould  harangue  him  in  the  name  of  all  the 
reft.  Petery  and  the  bi(hop  of  Jre^zo^  had  been  named  am- 
baflTadors  from  the  Flonntines^  and  both  of  them  defigned  to 
make  a  great  figure;  the  former  by  the  magnificeiKe  of  bis 
drefs,  equipages,  and  attendance;  the  other,  by  the  fpeecki 
he  intended  to  make.  They  therefore  privately  prevail- 
ed on  Ferdinand^  who  had  approved  of  Sfozds  fcheme, 
to  oppofe  it,  which  he  did,  but  at  the  fame  time  named  his 
advifers.  This  increafed  Sforza^s  fufpicio^s.  Cih^  who  was 
the  natural  fon  of  the  lad  pope,  and  brother-in-law  to  Pitcr^ 
lived  then  at,  Florence^  and  was  perfuaded  to  fell  th^  caftles 
of  Anguillara,  Cervetriy  and  fome  others,  which  he  held  in  the 
neighbourhood  oi  Romi^  to  VirginfQ  Orftniy  whom  they  in- 
tended (hould  be  a  bridle  upon  the  pope.  Akxander^  who 
had  deftined  the  cxown  of  NapUs  for  one  of  his  own  family, 
declared  that  the  bargain  was  null,  becaufe  thofe  cafiles  were 
fiefs  of  the  holy  fee;  and  he  was  backed  in  his  refentments 
by  Sforza^  who  remonftrated  to  Piter  de  Medici  the  impolitic 
(lep  he  had  taken,  and  preiTed  Ferdinand  to  compromife  mat- 
te s  with  his  holinefs.  Notwith (landing  this,  Virginio  took 
poilefiion  of  the  cai^les,  at  the  fecrpt  infligation  of  Ferdinsne^ 
himfelf. 
ftxtr  dif-  S  FOR  Z  A  was  penetrating  enough  to  perceive  how 
fennmth  ftrong  the  connexions  were  between  Peter  and  Ferdinand \ 
Sfor^a.  tnd  he  endeavoured^  but  in  vain,  to  break  them,  that  be 
might  preferve  Florence  (lill  for  his  friend.  He  had  ufurpe4 
the  power  of  his  nephew,  fon-inlaw  to  the  duke  of  Calabria^ 
who,  with  his  daughter  the  dutchefsof  Milan^  made  no  fecret 
of  their  fentiments,  and  that  the  young  prince  and  ^is  family 
were  ip  danger  from  the  pra£lices  of  bis  uncle.  Sforza:^  at 
the  fame  time,  was  fenfible  that  he  was  hated  by  the  people 
of  Milan^  and  that  the  new  alliance  was  neceflary  fpr  his 
f^fety.     Ife  appUcd  to  the  F^neiians^  whq  appeared  c;;ytious 
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find  backward ;  and  to  the  pope,  whpfe  haugbty  ^it  b^t) 
been  cxafperated  by  the  court  of  Naples  refufirtg  to  give  their 
Ipng's  natural  daughter  in  marriage  to  one  of  his  fons,  with 
a  large  territory  in  Naples  for  her  portion.  The  f^enetiansy  at 
}aft,  perceiving  the  pope  to  be  irreconcileable  to  Ferdinmd^ 
in  H93  canae  into  the  confederacy  propofed  by  S/orza ;  the 
profeilcd  objed  of  which  was  to  difpollefs  Virginio  of  his  ac» 
quifitions.  Peter  de  Medici  and  the  duke  q{  Calabria  could 
eafily,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Colennas  and  the  Orfiniy  have 
daOied  this  confederacy  in  pieces,  had  they  not  been  reftrained 
by  the  caution  of  old  Ferdinand.  In  confideration  of  this, 
and  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  continuance  of  the  friendihip 
between  the  pope  and  the  Venetians^  aiMl  his  own  dangerous 
fituation,  Sforza  had  recourfe  to  the  defperate  expedient  of 
inviting  Charles  VIII.  king  of  France^  to  invade  the  king-  who  im* 
doo)  of  Naples y  under  the  title  of  the  Anjouvin  princes,  which  vius 

'  had  been  made  over  to  him.    This  title,  it  muft  be  acknow-  Charles^ 
ledged,  was  plaufible.     Charles  was  a  weak,  giddy,  young  ^'^'^^^ '•• 
prince,  both  in  body  and  mind ;  but  had  ambition,  and  a  cou-  '^  ^^X* 
rage  that  well  fuited  with  the  propofed  expedition,  from  which 
he  was  diiTuaded  by  his  ableil  counfellors  9  but  upon  S/orzd'9 
promifing  to  fupply  him  with  money,  he  undertook  it. 

In  this  negociation  it  is  hard  (p  fay  which jvas  moft  abfurd,  Negoda- 
the  condu£t  of  Charles^  or  that  of  SforxM^  who,  blinded  by  tions  on 
bis  fears,  invited  the  moft  powerful  prince  then   in  Europe  *^f^^^* 
into  Italy.     Ferdinand  feemed  to  diilemble  his  apprehenfions ; 
but  he  was  dreadfully  alarmed.     He  endeavoured,  by  his  am- 
bafladors  at  the  court  of  France^  where  they  jwere  treating  of 
a  match  between  his  grand-daughter  (who  was  coufin-german 

-  to  Charles)  and  the  young  king  of  Scotland^  to  divert  Charles 
from  his  refolution,  hy  even  offering  Charles  an  annual  fub- 
fidy.  He  endeavoured  to  compromife  affairs  with  the  pope, 
and  to  remove  all  Sforza^  jealoufies.  He  fucceeded  fo  far 
with  the  pope,  that,  after  making  great  facrifices  both  of 
honour  and  intereft,  the  Venetian  and  Milanefe  troops,  raifed 
jn  confequence  of  the  late  treaty,  were  diimifled.  By  this 
time,  Sforzay  either  from  natural  didimulation,  or  inward 
convi(5)ion,  exprefled  his  apprehenfions  that  he  had  gone  too 
far  ;  and  promifed  Petep  de-Medici^  that  he  would  prevent  the 
confequences  of  the  invafion.  But  it  was  now  too  late  >  for 
Charles^  having  taken  all  meafures  that  could  fecure  his  fuc- 
ctiky  by  alliances  and  negociations  with  the  great  powers  of 
Murapey  required  from  the  Florentine  ambailadors  a  categorical 
linfwer,  whether  their  ftatc  would  give  his  army  a  paflage 
through  their  dominions  \  and,  upon  their  evading  the  qu  jf- 
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tlon,  he  threatened  to  bani(h  all  the  Flormtim  merchants  out 
of  France^  if  it  was  not  inftantly  anfwcrcd. 
Death  of       PETER  DE  ME D ICI,  at  firft,  endeavoured  to  bring 
Ferdinand  Ferdinand  to  confcnt  that  he  (hould  yield  to  CharUs  \  but  Fer^  - 
kimg  of      dinand  remained  inflexible  on  that  head,  and  he  died  in  the 
Naples,     beginning  of  the  year  1494.    His  fon  Alphonjo^  duke  of  Ca- 
lahriay  though  poflefled  of  all  Ferdinand*^  utults  of  cruelty, 
oppreffion,  and  treachery,  was  inferior  to  him  in  addrels  and 
temper.    He  perceived  that  the  pope  was  exafperaied  by  the 
difliculties  he  met  with  at  home  from  the  Florentine  and  Nea^ 
folitan  faAions,  now  in  the  French  intereft ;  but  he  brought 
him  over,  by  making  him  a  prefent  of  thirty  thoufand  ducats, 
and  by  providing  in  the  moft  extravagant  manner  for  hb  three 
Ions,  one  of  whom  was  the  famous  Cafar  Borgia,     The 
French  king,  on  the  other  hand,  without  minding  the  intrigues 
of  Italy^  intimated  to  the  Florentines^  and  the  other  Italian 
ftates,  his  intention  of  marching  towards  Naples.     D'Aubignfy 
fon  to  the  regent  oi 'Scotland^  was  at  the  head  of  this  embaffy; 
and  when  the  ambafladors  came  to  Florence^  they  put  both 
the  Florentines  and  Peter  de  Medici  in  mind  of  the  infinite 
obligations  they  lay  under  to  the  crown  of  France.     Peter  had 
hitherto  had  the  addrefs  to  avoid  giving  the  French  court  any 
pofitive  anfwcr  ;  but  he  found  the  Florentines^  in  genera],  very 
avcrfe  from  taking  upon  themfelves  to  oppofc  the  French 
march.     Peter's  influence,  however,  was  fo  great,  that  the 
ambaflfadors  were  difmifled  without  anv  poflttve  anfwer. 
Defigm  of      That  excellent  hidorian  Guicciardini^^  informs  us,  as  he 
Peter.        fays,  from  good  authority,  that  Peter  had  formed  a  defign,  by 
AlphonJo%  afliftancc,  of  intirely  changing  the  Florentine  go- 
vernment, by  making  himfelf  prince  or  duke  of  that  city.    It 
is  certain,  that  his  father  had  no  favourable  opinion  of  his 
fon's  capacity  ** ;  and  that  about  this  time  two  of  his  near  re- 
lations, Lorenzo  and  Giovanni  de  Medici^  men  of  great  pro- 
Confpiracy  perty,  had  entered  into  a  correfpondence  with  the  French  king 
Againft      and  Sforza^  for  taking  from  him  his  power  in  the  ftate,  whet e 
htm  de-     all  public  oiHces  were  filled  up  by  his  appointment,  and  no 
/Mted»       meafure  could  be  concluded  without  his  approbation.     The 
defign  was  difcovered ;  but  all  the  cenfure  the  confpirators  re- 
ceived was  a  flight  confinement  to  their  own  houfes,  though 
it  was  with  difficulty  that  Peter  was  reftrained  from  taking  a 
much  fcvercr  revenge.     This  difcovcry  fcrvcd  only  to  render 
him  the  more  irrcconcileablc  to  S/wte^,  whom  he  confidered 
'ad  author  of  the  plot,  and  confirmed  him  the  ipore  in  the 

•  GuicciARDiNM,  book  J.  *»  Annotationc  in  marginc, 

fottc  da  Thomufo  Porcacchi.     GutcciARDiNi,  libro prirao. 
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meafures  he  had  propofed.  A  peremptory  but  a  plaofible  an* 
iwer  was  now  Tent  to  the  French  ambafTadord,  fetting  forth  the 
inability  the  Rate  of  Florence  was  under  of  complying  with 
the  king's  demands,  without  violating  her  moft  facred  engage* 
ments,  which  obliged  them  to  defend  the  kingdom  of  NcfpUs 
agatnft  any  perfon  that  fhould  invade  it.  This  anfwer  being 
intimated  to  Chartesy  he  ordered  the  Florentine  ambafTadors 
immediately  to  quit  his  dominions ;  but,  to  ihew  that  his  re« 
ientment  was  chiefly  levelled  againft  Petery  he  gave  leave  for 
all  their  merchants  to  remain  tn  his  dominions,  excepting 
thofe  who  were  fadors  or  agents  for  him. 

The  invafion  of  Italy  by  Charles  is  one  of  the  moft  fhiningC^^'^' ' 
events  in  niodern  hifiory.  But  we  (hall  confine  our  narrative  J*^^" 
to  the  {hare  which  the  Florentines  had  in  it.  Neither  they^^v' 
nor  the  pope  had  yet  openly  broken  with  Sforza ;  and  they 
were  fo  cautious,  that  they  even  refufed  to  admit  Alphonfi\ 
gallies  into  the  harbour  of  Leghorn.  After  this,  Jlfhonfo  and 
the  pope,  on  the  13th  of  July^  had  an  interview  at  VicoVarOy 
in  which  the  operations  of  the  war  were  fettled,  in  cafe  that 
Charles  (hould  execute  his  threats  of  invading  Italy.  Alphonfo 
at  that  time  had  a  noble  fleet,  with  which  he  endeavoured  to 
make  an  impre£Son  upon  Genoa ;  but  the  defign  was  defeated 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  French  in  that  city.  The  duke  of 
Calabrioy  jtlpbonfo's  fon,  a  young  prince  of  great  hopes, 
marched  at  the  head  of  an  army  into  the  Romagnay  where 
the  Florentine  intereft  was  very  ftrong.  AJlorre  Manfrediy  the 
prtnqs  of  Faenzay  was  direfted  by  them ;  but  Caterina  Sforza^ 
mother  of  Ottaviano  River ioy  lord  of  Imola  and  ForMy  refufed 
to  expoTe  her  fon's  territories,  unlefs  the  Florentines  would  de* 
dare  tbemfelves,  and  indemnify  him  for  all  he  might  fuffer  in 
the  war.  This  difficulty  put  a  flop  to  all  the  operations  that 
had  been  concerted ;  and  it  now  appeared,  that  there  was  in 
the  Florentine  fenate  a  party  againft  breaking  with  the  Frenchy 
which  Peter  durft  not  venture  of  himfelf  to  cnc(jwjnter.  To 
remove  his  apprehenfions,  the  duke  of  Calabriay  in  an  inter- 
view he  had  with  him  at  Borgo  San  SepulcrOy  offered  him,  in 
his  father's  n|Rie,  to  employ  his  army  as  he  {Peter)  Ihould 
diredl.  This  elated  Peter  fo  much,  that,  returning  to  Florencey 
he  obtained,  againft  the  fenfe  of  his  wifeft  countrymen,  leave 
from  the  republic,  which  was  to  defray  all  expences,  to  take 
Otiaviano\  towns  under  the  protedion  of  the  allies.  Giovan* 
ni  BentivogUoy  of  Bolognoy  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  allies 
upon  much  the  fame  terms. 

The  fuccefs  of  thofe  negociations  might  have  been  at-  Peter/f- 

t«nded  with  the*  redoiftion  of  the  Milanefey  had  it  not  been  '^^^^  '^^ 

(3r  the  unaccountable  flowncfs  of  the  Neapolitans y  or  the  Ar-'^f^^f 
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ragafrioHSy  as  they  were  called,  which  gave  zn  Opjportm^ 
for  d*Atibignyy  the  French  genexal,  to  inarch  with  amazing  ce« 
krity  into  the  terrirory  of  Imsla^  before  the  duke's  army  had 
quilted  Cefenai  and  thus  tbe  operations  of  the  Nte^tiutm 
were  cOnhned  to  the  Romagna^  where  the  Frencjh  and  Milatuft 
lived  in  great  opulence.  All  this  did  not  difcourage  PeUr  dt 
Midki^  who  now  declared  himfelf  openly  againft  the  Fretuk, 
He  admitted  the  Neapolitan  gallies  to  anchor  and  visual  ia 
the  port  of  Leghorn^  and  to  raife  recruits  all  over  the  Florem^ 
tine  ftate.  He  fent  one  thoufand  men  and  fome  artillery  to 
Ferdinani^  army,  which,  by  his  order,  was  now  joined  by  the 
troops  under  Bentiwglio  and  AJlmrre.      We  are,  however, 

S'ven  to  updorftand  that  thofe  fteps,  taken  by  Petety  were  far 
yoi  being  agreeable  to  the  fenie  of  the  Flvrenilfu  fenate  ( 
nor  did  their  ambafladors  at  Venice  with  any  vigour  fecond  tbe 
warm  but  vain  inftances  mad^  by  thofe  of  the  pope,  to  in- 
duce that  republic  to  join  the  league ;  the  heads  of  which,  at 
this  time,  applied  for  afEftanpc  even  to  Bajazet^  the  emperof 
of  tbe  2Vif . 
CondtOi  of  It  is  probable,  that  Sfor%a  would  now  gladly  have  reftrain* 
Sforza,  ed  the  vivacity  of  the  French^  who  were  making  prodigtom 
preparations  for  invading  Italy ;  but  the  allies,  inftead  of  en- 
couraging thofe  fentimems  in  him,  and  bringing  him  over  to 
a  common  league  with  all  the  other  ftates  of  Itah^  by  their 
condu(^  rendered  him  defperate.  His  minifter  at  tlorenee  bad 
llrenuoufly  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Peter^  by  all  means,  to 
continue  inviolably  attached  to  his  league  with  Alphonjo ;  and 
Peter ^  by  Alphonfo'^  advice,  difclofed  to  O^ri^f  all  that  pailed 
between  him  and  Sfor%ds  ambaflador  on  that  head.  He  eveii 
went  fo  far  as^  under  pretence  of  ficknefs,  to  give  that  am- 
baiTador  audience  in  his  own  bed-chamber,  whereiie  had  con- 
cealed the  French  minifter,  who  overheard  all  that  had  pafled 
between  him  and  Sforza's  ambaflador,  who  ftrongly  infuled 
on  Peter^s  entering  into  engagements  for  oppofmg  the  French 
invafiCHS)  and  for  continuing  in  his  league  with  Alphonfo,  This 
Aratagem,  though  natural,  had  a  different  efFed^  from  what 
Peter  expeded.  When  it  became  public  in  x\^French  camp» 
^Sforza  had  addrefs  enough  to  perfuade  the  king,  that  all  he 
mear*  was  for  his  fervice;  and  having  now  nothing  to  hope 
farther,  from  his  intrigues,  he  applied  himfelf  in  good  earnefl 
to  forward  "the  French  expedition.  Clxirles  wanted  no  fpur  for 
that*  He  was  then  advanced  fo  far  as  Fienne  In  Dauphinyi 
but  deftitute  of  every  thing,  but  invincible  obflinacy,  for 
proceeding  on  tbe  expedition.  To  raife  money,  he  was 
obliged  to  pawn  all  the  jewels  of  his  crown  and  perfon.  His 
fubjt^ls,  in  general,  were  averfe  to  bis  proceeding  farther ; 

and 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Th  Hifiory  of  Fbrence:  34f 

mud  even  his  generals,  having  fiich  proo&  of  i^m^'s  in^olu^ 
tion  or  treachery,  were  vq^  backward  in  cfaeir  obtdieace. 
But  die  inviolable  attachment  of  the  French  for  their  monarek 
overcame  all-diftcubies.  The  kiag,  obAinateaiyddctenninec} 
as  he  was,  feemed  to  be  flartled,  aod  to  waver,  at  hearing  of 
the  diiaffedion  of  his  droops  to  the  fervice,  and  on  being  dif- 
appointed  of  a  fum  of  money  he  had  expei^d  frotv^  ?^r%a* 
But  the  cardinal  of  S.  Piero  in  Uncola^  the  determined  enemy 
of  the  pope  and  the  Fhrentims^  having  refetded  his  refolti^iony 
he  advanced  to  Jfli^  where  he  receivid  news  that  the  Ntap^ 
titans  had  been  beaten  by  the  duke  of  Orleans  from  Repaii^j 
and  ihziGenoa  was  thereby  fecured  in  the  Fr4nch  intercft'.  En 
the  Pt^ch  army,  iix  dioufaad  Swijsy  then  reckoned  the  beft 
.  troops  on  the  continent  of  Eursfe^  ferved ;  and  Charles^  who^ 
by  faHing  ill  of  the  finall-pox,  was  detained  a  whole  momh^ 
at  taft  recehred  from  MarfeUles  a  large  fupply  of  artillery,  of 
a  uMiji^b  more  commodious  conftrudK>n,  and  &r  gjreater  exe- 
cution, than  any  which  had  been  ttU  then  known  in  Europe* 
Cborki  havjng  now  entered  .fto^,  affairs  in  the  Ronwgna  took 
an  unfavourable  tucn  for  the  pope  aod  xV^ F^knemtwes^  where 
many  princes  and  ftates  fell  off  from  his  and  the  FlbteniheAn'* 
tereft.  And  though  the  duke  of  Calabria  at  £rft  obtained 
many  advantages  over  the  French  arn^  Milanefi^  he  waa  at  laA^ 
through  the  treachery  of  tbofe  about  hie  peHijus  obliged  ta 
retreat,  and  to  ad  cm  the  defenfive.  Charles  by  this  time  wa^ 
adt^nced  tp  Pavia,  where  he  found  his  coufm-geratan  Ga- 
kazxoy  the  true  duke  of  A^an^  on  bis  death- bed,  occafioned 
thro'  potion,  adminiftered  by  his  uncle  Sforza.  But  neither  his 
langiufiung  condition,  nor  the  tears  of  hb  beautiful  wufe  aud  . 
infant  ion,  who  threvf  themfeives  at  his  feet  for  his  prote&ion 
againd'J/'oraEtf,  could  dH&iade  Charles  from  proceeding;  and 
the  duke  dying  fome  days  after,  ^vr%a  was  inveiled  with  th^ 
enfigns  of  the  duke  of  Adilefn^  m  prejudice  of  his  grand  nephew^ 
who  was  only  five  years  of  age.  Charles  was  then  at  Pia^ 
fefe&ai  and  nehher  he  nor  ^is  court,  abandoned  as  it  was» 
Qouid  reflect  without  horror  on  the  villainy  asul  prafltces  of 
Sforza*  • 

It  is  probable,  that  this  honror,  and  Sfarza^s  trifling  with  He  applies 
bia  engagements,  were  fo  ^rong,  thAtChayleSi  not  being  joined  '^  *^  Flo- 
as  he  cxpcfled  by  the  Italiansy  would  have  xepaffed  the  Jlps^  rentincs, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  encouragement  he  met  with  from. the  ' 
enemies  of  Peter  de  Medici,     Lorensco  and  J^bm  JiiMedid, 
whom  we  have  already  mentioned,  having  broken  out  of  thdl" 
confinement,  repaired  to  Charles  ^t  Piacensu^  where  they  rc.- 
prefented  the  unpopularity  of  Petery  and  the  aflwi^o  the  Fle^ 
rentines  h  ad  for  the  French,  in  fuch  colours  as  d^ermineil 
5  Charles, 
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Chdfks^  at  all  events^  to  proceed.    Cbarks^  however^  wa#  (9 
foKcitous  of  eaining  over  the  Florentines^  that  he  Tent  ibem 
frc(h  ambafladors,  offering  them  great  advantages,  if  thejr  would 
fuffer  him  to  proceed  ;  and  threatening  them  with  the  feverdft 
vengeance,  if  theyobftniacd  his  march. 
mDhofa-         T"^*  meffagc  had  vaft  cfiefls  upon  the  nunds  of  the  PU^ 
wur  bim'  ^^^  people,  who  now  faw  themfelves  expofed  to  the  wrath 
'  of  a  great  king,  merely  through  the  imprudence  of  Peter  de 
Medici.    It  was  plain  that  Charles^  had  it  not  been  for  hia 
refentment  againft  Petmr^  might  have  marched  to  Naples  with* 
out  touching  the  FUrentine  territories;    but  he  was  deter- 
mined   to  (ubjea   Tufcany  before   he  proceeded,     and  be 
marched  by  the  way  ox  Parma^  at  the  inftances  of  Sforxa^  to 
whom  he  was  now  reconciled,  and  who  wanted  to  become 
matter  of  Pi  fa.    His  army  being  ftrengthened  by  the  jundton 
of  the  Swijs  from  Genoa^  he  advanced  vidorioufly,  and  took 
icveral  places  that  belonged  to  theFUrentines  in  the  Lunigietmu 
Tht  Florentines^  or  rzthtr  Peter  de  Medici^  refolved  to  maks 
their  ftand  againft  him  at  Serazana  and  SerazaneUa^  in  acoun* 
try  where  his  army  would  find  it  difficult  to  procure  fubfiftencc 
if  thofe  places  held  out. 
Peter  /ub-     But  the  French  czrned  on  war  in  a  manner  that  for  manv 
nti/j/obim,  years  had  not  been  known  in  Itafy,    Each  of  their  Iliehteft 
ikirmifhes  were  attended  with  more  b1ood(bed  than  had  beea 
for  a  century  paft  loft  in  die  greateft  battles  fought  there. 
Their  artillery  was  irrefiftible,  and  they  put  a  garrifon  which 
oppofed  them  to  the  fword.    All  thofe  confiderations  dif* 
mayed  Peter  de  Medici j  who  finding  fo  ftrong  a  diflike  to  him 
.  in  Florencey  came  to  a  refolution  unworthy  of  his  rank  and 
family,  which  was  that  of  throwing  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the 
French  kin?.    All  that  can  be  alledged   in  favour  of  Peter 
for  this  daftardly  refolution,  was  the  inability  of  the  courts  of 
Rome  and  Naples  to  fupport  him,  joined  to  the  frefh  refent- 
xnents  of  his  fellow-citizens  arainft  hhn,   occafioned  by  m 
new  order  ifTued  by  the  French  for  all  the  Florentine  mer- 
chants,  without  diftin£lion,    to  evacuate    their  dominions. 
'    While  Peter  was  preparing  for  his  Journey,  a  detachment  of 
Florentine  horfe  and  foot,  under  Paul  Orjmij  marching  to 
•  reinforce  the  garrifon  of  Serazana^  was  cut  in  pieces  by  die 
^ifgjig^      French.    Beine  admitted,  with  fome  difficulty,  to  the  p^- 
frajs  his    '^nce  of  Charles,  whofe  ^mv  lay  before  Serazanella^  «nd  in 
eeuntry ;     the  utmoft  difbefs,  he  agreed,  in  the  moft  abjed  manner,  to 
more  than  was  required  of  him.    He  immediately  gave  up 
Serazana,  Serazanella,  Pietra  Santa,  and  the  citadels  of  Pifii 
and  Leghorn  to  the  French ;    that  king  engaging,'  1^  an  in- 
firument,  to  reftore  them  as  foon  as  he  ihould  be  feated  oa 
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tbe  tVirbae  of  Naples  \  and  that  the  Florentines  Ihould  piy  for 
the  French  prote£tion  and  friendihip  two  hundred  thou&nd 
florins  (A). 

PETER'S  conccffions  fecured  all  Tufcany to  the  king, ^^,v 
and  paved  his  way  into  the  Romagna,  where  the  duke  of  Ca-  bimfelf 
latria  was  entrenched  within  the  ftrong  lines  of  a  camp  near  rmntd^ 
Paenza^  which  were,  with  a  great  deal  of  bloodflied,  forced 
by  the  French.  The  Florentines  now  fubmitted  to  Charles  5 
and  the  duke,  not  knowing  whom  to  truft  to,  was  obliged 
to  retire  with  precipitation'  under  the  wails  of  Cefina^  and 
from  thence  towards  Rome ;  fo  that  the  Neapolitan  affairs  be-> 
gan  now  to  wear  a  very  gloomy  afpe£t.  It  was  plain,  that 
theunexpeded  progrefe  of  the  Frenchin  Italy  ^  vf?iS  owing  to 
the  pufillanimity  of  Peter  de  Medici  \  and  the  magiftrates  of 
Florence  fent  fome  of  his  moft  determined  enemies  as  their 
ambafladors  to  the  king*  Upon  this  Peter^  under  pretence 
<>f  executing  his  late  engagements  with  Charles^  repaired  to 
PlorenUi  where  his  beft  friends  looked  coldly  upon  him  \ 
»nd  he  was  not  only  denied  admittance  into  the  palace  of  the 
republic,  but  proclaimed  a  rebel,  together  with  his  two  bro- 
thers 4  and  they  all  three  fled  t%Bologna^  where  they  were  re* 
ceived  by  BentivogUo  with  the  moft  bitter  reproaches  upon 
Peter's  mifconduft  and  cowardice. 

Upon  this  revolution  of  the  Florentine  ftate,  the  Pifans  Revolt  of 
applied  to  the  king,  befeech^ng  htm  to  deliver  them  from  the  the  Pilans^ 
oppreffive  yoke  of  the  Florentines^  which,  contrary  to  his 
agreement,  he  promifed  to  do.  Upon  this  the  people  pulled 
down  the  Florentine  ftandards  ;  and  the  king,  fenfible  of  his 
miftake,  ordered  the  Florentine  magiftrates  to  continue  in  theit 
places ;  but  took  poileffion  of  the  new  citadel,  leaving  tbe 
old  one,  which  was  of  fmall  importance  to  the  Pifans^  to 
the  great  difappointment  of  Sforza^  who  was  in  hopes  of  be- 
ing put  into  pofleffion  of  Pija. 

C HAR  LES  was  then  at  Pifa ;  and  fending  for d'Jubigny  Charles 
to  join  him,  he  proceeded  towards  Florence^  which  he  en-  enters  Flo- 
tered  in  the  midft  of  bis  euards  and  army  as  a  conqueror,  rence  as  & 
with  hi?  beaver  up,  and  his  lance  ereft.    This  terrible  array,  con<iueror. 
deprcfled  and  divided  as  the  Florentines  were,  did  not  difpirit 
them.    Charles  had  again  and  again  declared,  that  he  ex- 


(A)  SfoTKa  arrived  in  the  pofed,  he  had  taken  a  wrong 
French  camp  next  day,  and  Pe»  road,  "  One  of  us,  replied 
«rr  told  him  that  he  had  wanted         "'  ''      '  "" 

to  meet  him,  but  that  he  had 
milTed  him,   becaufe,   he  fup- 


ter  told  him  that  he  had  wanted    «<  Sforza  with  a  fneer,  I  believe 
to  meet  him,  but  that  he  had    <•  has." 
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pcSed  <o  b«  pbt  into  pdrteffion  of  the  fovcrcignty  of  that  re- 
'  pubJk)  inid  finding  the  Pbntttines  obftinate  on  that  head, 
hedifpatched  meirengers  to  Bologna^  to  recal  Peter  de  Mtditi^ 
Mrho,  by  diat  time,  had  precipitately  fled  to  Venia,  But  the 
Florentines  were  refolved  to  Kve  or  to  die  free.  They  called 
all  their  foldlers  and  iubje^  into  their  capital ;  and  the  wonA 
was  given ^  that  the  monKnt  die  great  bell  was  tolled,  ail 
(hould  run  to  arms.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  Chsn^Uf 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  this  defperace  refolution ;  for  he 
had  every  mottte  that  could  induce  him  to  profecute  his  de- 
mands, which  he  at  laft  receded  from,  on  condition  that 
the  Fkrenttfies  would  Ajflfer  his  deputies,  under  the  denomi-^ 
nation  of  men  of  the  long  robe,  to  rentain  in  Fhrmee^  with 
a  kind  of  jurii<li6t4on ;  but  the  Pbrmtmes  continued  inflexible 
even  on  that  head.  It  was  now  every  niomejat  expedect 
that  Flwence  ttwfk  be  deluged  with  blood ;  but  the  calamity 
was  prevented  by  the  unparalleled  magnanimity  of  Pietro^  a^ 
defcendant  of  the  famous  Nert  i$  Capponi,  A  day  being  fixed 
for  the  laA  determination,  whei»  aU  parties  were  afllembled^ 
in  the  ktng^s  prefence,  Charies  ordered  his  fccretary  to  read' 
the  terms  that  were  to  purchaire  Florence  her  fefety.  They- 
were  harfc  and  tyrannical ;  and  the  fecretary  had  (carcely 
finiflied  the  paper,  when  Pi^r^  flarted  from  his  (eat,  fnatched 

Refiltitm  it  from  him,  and  tore  it  before  the  king's  face.  **  NoWy 
•  pf  Cap-    ci  Sir,  faid  hc^  found*  your  trumpetsv  and  we  will  ring  ouf 

pom  «j  jjgjjj  .»  j^j  jjj^  j^g  Igf^  jjjg  room,  attended  by  bis  com-* 
h^       panions.     The  Fr^w^  were  no  Grangers  to  the  wifdom  and 

^  ^  ^      refolution  of  Capponi^  who  had  refid«i  in  their  court  as  the- 

^  '  Florentine  ambafliadon  They  were  daunted  by  the  boldneis  of 
his  behaviour;  and  civiHy  defiring  the  deputies  to  return,  a 
convention  was  made,  by  which  Florence  was  to  be  the  friend 
and  confederate  of  France ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  citadels 
of  Pifa  and  Leghorn^  with  Pietra  Santa,  Serazana,  and  Seraza^ 
nella,  (hould*  be  reftored  by  Charles  as  foon  as  he  was  in 
pofieflion  of  Naples^  or  as  foon  as  he  ihould  return  to  France  ^ 
but  that  in  the  mean  time  their  revenues  (hould  accrue  ta 
the  Florentines.  The  rebellion  of  the  Pijims  was  to  be  for- 
given. The  Florentines  were  to  make  no  (tcps  in  the  prefenr 
war  without  previogfly  acqiiainting  two  ambafladors  the*  king 
was  to  leave  behind  him.  The  attahiders  of  Peter  de  Medici, 
and  his  two  brothers,  were  to  betaken  oflF;  butP///rwas 
iK)t  to  come  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  borders  of  the 
republic^  nor  his  two  brothers  within  one  hundred  mites  of 
Florence.  The  Florentines  were  at  liberty  to  reduce,  by  force 
of  arms,  aH  who  rebelled  agaioft  tbem  |   and  the  king,  whet 
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was  tfy  receive  in  hand  forty  thouiknd  ducats,  and-  leventy 
tbot>fand  afterwards,  moft  folcomly  fwore  to  the  performance 
of  all  the  atcicleSi/» 

No  people,  perhaps,  ever  appeared'  greater  than  the  FU-  Charles 
rentine$  did  during  the  whole   courfe  of   this  tranfadion.  «»^^'r 
Charles  proceeded  from  Fkrtna  to  Siemna^  and  from  thence  to  Ro°lCr 
Momey  where  the   pope  was  now  inclined   to  favour  him ;. 
but  he  was  (6  divided  between  hopes  and  fears,  that  CharUi* 
ceuJd  not  fix  him  to  any  nefolution.     His  fears  at  laft  got   , 
the  better.     He  yielded  to  all  that' was  demanded  of  him; 
and  be  ordered  the  duke  of  Calabria^  with  his  army,  to  eva- 
cuate the  ecclcfiaftical  (late.    CbarUs  entered  Romf  as  he  had: 
done  Fbrifuiy  and  would  have  dopoliid  the  pope,  at  the  ear^ 
neft  foUcitation  of  the  Romans^  botk  tcclefiamcs  and  laics, 
had  not  Alix0UUr  corrupted  fbme  of  his  principal  favourites ; 
£>  that  an  accommodation,  greatly  to  the  honoui^of  the  pope,, 
was  effected  between  them.   We  fliall  here  but  juft  mention, 
that  while  Charles  was  approaching  to  Naples^,  jHphcnfoy  who 
was  extremely  difagreeable  to  his  fubie<%,  abandoned   his, 
kingdom,  and  bis  fon  was  crowned;    but  he  too  in  a  few* 
days  was  obligtd  to  yield  to  the  iuperlor  fortune  of  Charles^ 
who,  almoft  without .  a  blowi  luecame  maftcr  of  that  great 
and  populous  kingdom. 

CHARLESy  before  bis  departure  from  Florence^  had  Z)//?«/ri  • 
negleded  to  give  orders  for  paying  the  Pi(an  revenues  to  the  6civ^em. 
Florentines.  The  P/^ni  availed  themfelvefr  of  this  omifiion; 
and  being  favoured  by  the  French  governors,  they  drove  from. 
their  city*  or  imprifoned,  all  the  Florentines^  and  were  fup-^ 
ported  by  the  republics  of  Siennay  LuccOy  and  Genoa  \  but 
chiefly  under^band  by  Sfirza;  (o  that  the  Pifans  recovered' 
their  liberty^  both  within  their  walls,  and  in  their  territory. 
The  Florentines^  all  this  while,  depended  for  redr efs  on  the 
good  faith  of  Charles 'y  but  he  was  infiueaced  by  his,  courtiers, 
and  his  own  natural  inftabiilty,  rather  to  favour  than  to  quell' 
the  revolt,  and  he  put  the  Florentines  ofF  with  dilatory  an- 
fwers ;  fo  that  they  at  laft  took  arms,  and  recovered  feveral 
places  in  iht  Pifan.  At  laft,  Charles  appointed  the  ambafla- 
dors  of  both  people  to  attend  him^  to  hear  the  allegations  of 
each. 

The  P/Jans  deputed  Burgundio  Loh^  one  of  their  townf-  ^^  pjp 
men,  to  be  their  fpokcfman;    9$.  the  FUr^tines' 611^  Franafco  ^^^  ^j^^ 
SoderifUy  then  biftiop  of  Folterray  and  afterwards  a  cardinal,  piortjv- 
Each  pleaded  the  caufe  of  their  principals  to  the  beft  of  their  tines, 
abilities.     ZL^/i?  inveighed  agaioft  the  pride,  tyranny,  opprcf- 
iion,  and  cruelty  of  the  Florentinesy  who  had  reduced  Pi/ay 
Vice  a  noble  republic,  !o  mifery;    while  Soderiniy    on  the 
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other  han(],  mftfted  upon  the  double  right  which  the /1m 
rentines  had  to  P//j,  by  compaft  and  conqueft  *>  and  that 
Pi/a  owed  her  cxiftcnce  to  Florence  ;  and  ooncluded  by  put* 
ting  the  king  in  mind  of  the  oath  and  engagements  he  was 
under. 

CHARLES  favoured  ihtPifans^  but  propofcd  fcveral 
expedients  to  keep  the  Florentines  quiet ;  ail  which  were  rc- 
tbi  Fifans.  je^ed.  He  was,  however,  obliged  to  temporize,  becaufe  he 
wanted  money  ;  and  he  fent  the  cardinal  of  St.  Mah  to  FU^ 
rena^  under  pretext  of  reinftating  them  in  the  poileffion  of 
Pifa ;  but  with  fecret  orders  to  amufe  them  till  he  got  the 
money,  which  was  not  yet  due.  The  Florentines^  however, 
generoufly  made  their  next  payment  of  forty  thoufand  ducats; 
and  the  cardinal  went  to  Pifa^  where,  inftead  of  putting  the 
Florentines  into  poirefSon»  he  augmented  the  French  garrifon» 
and  pretended  he  could  do  the  Florentines  no  fetvice,  be* 
caufe,  not  being  a  foldier,  but  tw  ecclefiaftic,  he  could .  not 
conquer  the  obftinacy  of  the  Pifam.  In  the  mean  while  the 
latter  daily  encreafed,  both  in  Itrength  and  courage*  S/orzm^ 
making  ufe  of  the  agency  of  the  G/»0{/^,  ftill  at  war  with  the 
Florentines^  fent  them  a  ftrong  reinforcement,  both  of  horie 
and  foot,  under  Lucio  Malvezzo^  one  of  his  beft  generals, 
and  privately  encouraged  the  Siennefe  to  keep  poileffion  of 
Monte  Pulcianoy  which  had  lately  revolted  to  them  from  the 
Florentines. 

The  latter,  as  if  the  perplexity  of  their  aflFairs  called  for 
a  continuance  of  their  divifions,  were  at  this  time  fplit  into  a 
thoufand  fa<^ions  about  refetiling,  or  rather  remoulding,  their 
Ttncc/et-  form  of  government.     They  feecned  to  look  back  with  far- 
tied.  prize  and  horror  at  their  fituation  under  the  family  of  the 

Medici  \  nor  did  they  confider  all  the  advantages  it  had 
brought  to  their  country,^  as  an  equivalent  for  the  interrup- 
tion which  they  had  given  to  the  power  of  the  people.  They 
had  preferved  the  forms  of  the  conftitution,  but  had  deprived 
them  of  the  fubftance  ;  and  no  fooner  had  Charles  left  Fl^ 
rence^  than  a  meeting  of  the  whole  body  of  the  citizens,  called 
a  parliament^  was  held  in  the  Great  Square  before  the  pa- 
lace ;  and  there,  according  to  our  author,  they  formed  a  mo- 
del, feemingly  popular,  but  really  calculated  for  the  intereft 
of  a  (ew.  The  Florentines  quickly  "perceived  the  defers  of  this 
model ;  and  another  meeting  was  held  foon  after  to  alter  \u 
At  this  aflcmbly,  Paolo  Antonio  Soderitti  made  a  long  fpeech^ 
recommending  a  popular  form  of  government,  in  which  he 
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made  a  diftbdion  between  die  ordinary  and  extraordinary  JM^iut 
power  of  chemagiftrates.  He  propofed,  that  all  the  magiilrates. 
and  inferior  officers^  both  in  the  city  and  territory,  Qioukl  b^  ' 

cfaofen  in  anaiTeoibly  of  all  who  were  legally  Qualified  to  par« 
take  of  the  government;  and  that  no  new  laws  (hould  be- 
eoa^d  but  by  fuch  an  aiTeinbly.  This  method,  he  thought^ 
would  be  an  incentive  for  citizens  to  afpire  to  public  offices^ 
by  virtue,  merit,  and  modefiy.  As  to  the  extraordinary 
powers,  thofe  which  related  to  peace  or  war,  the  amendments 
of  laws,  and  other  matters  ^  the  higheft  importance  in  the 
government,  he  proposed  that  .the  people  (hould  chufe  a  fe- 

ftarate  magiftracy  for  that  purpofe,  who  were  to  meet  4nd  de- 
iberatc  independently  upon  them,  on  all  n^atters  committed 
to  their  determination,  becaufe  they  require  to  be  treated  with^ 
fuperior  fagacity,  learning,  and  fecrecy.  He  thought,  that 
on  thofe  two  points  depended  the  true  form  of  popular  go« 
vernment,  which  might  be  leifurely  poliihed  and  improved 
by  his  fellow-citizens  till  it  arrived  at  perfection ;  and  he  faid^ 
It  was  owing  to  the  partition  of  policy  which  he  propofed,  that 
the  ftate  of  Venia  had  io  Ipng  maintained  its  liberty  and  in- 
dependency. He  advifed  the  members  prefent  to  lay  hold  of 
the  prefent  opportunity,  now  that  they  were  their  own  ma- 
ilers, to  introduce  this  popular  model. 

SODERI NI  was  anfwered  by  Guido  Antcnio  Vefpucci^  on  ihat< 
a  citizen  likewife  of  great  eminence,  who  treated  Soderim^  headL 
propofal  as  chimerical  and  impracticable,  and  of  all  people 
in  the  world  the  leaft  fitted  to  the  genius  of  the  Florentines. 
He  thought  xhhiFiorencet  under  a  popular  government,  might 
run  from  one  extreme  to  another ;  and  being  freed  from  ty- 
ranny, ftiight  plunge  into  licentioufnefs^  which,  he  faid^  was 
the  word  tyranny  of  the  two.  He  thought  there  was  a  fpeci- 
fical  difference  between  the  conftitutions  of  Florence  and  Ve^ 
»/V^,  becaufe  the  latter  had  always  a  doge  at  the  head  of  ics 
government.  He  appealed  to  the  experience  of  hiftory, 
whether  their  own  country,  as  well  as  Athem  and  Romty 
had  not  been  always  faved  by  the  wifdom  of  a  few  from  the 
mifgovernment  of  the  many.  But  why,  faid  he,  fhould  you 
objedl  to  the  method  that  has  been  fettled  by  the  parliament,, 
which  leaves  every  thing  to  the  difpofal  of  the.  magi  Urates, 
who  are  not  created  for  life,  nor  eleiied  by  a  few,  but  are 
chofcn  by  ballot  from  amongft  thofe  qualified,  according  to 
the  ancient  cuiiomoi  Florence, 

It  is  poflible  our  author  himfelf  compofed  the  fpeeches  he  Hifiwyof 
puu  into  the  mouths  of  thofe  two  citizens,  the  better  to  il-  ^avanaro- 
lufirate  the  political  topics  then  agitated  amongfi  his.coun-  ^ 
Irymen,     Bvt  the  madnefs  of  a  Dominican  friar  fet  at  nought 
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all  their  wlfdom.  He  was  of  FerrarOy  and  his  name  wu  Gi* 
roiamo  Savanarola.  He  was  perpetually  haranguing  from  the 
pulpit  i  aAd  he  at  laft  worked  himfelf  up  to  a  pKch  of  enthu- 
ixifoiy  and  thought  hroifelf  endued  with  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
phecy. An  enthufiaft  never  fails  to  gain  profelytes,  cfpe- 
cially  in  a  free  ftate  ^  and  if  his  dodrine  admits  of  ^Ittics, 
he  is  foon  at  the  head  of  a  great  party.  Savanarola  was  a 
profeflfed  advocate  for  the  power  of  the  people  in  the  govern* 
ment.  He  avowed  the  utmoil  hatred  to  pope  Akxandtr^  and 
the  houfe  of  ^^^/V/ ;  and  in  a  Ibort  time  he  became  fo  po- 
pular, that  he  was  above  the  reach  of  civil  juftice.  Hav- 
ing, according  to  the  gloomy  ideas  of  enthufiafts,  foretold 
the  invafton  of  Jtahj  by  foreign  armies,  which  no  walls  nor 
troops  could  oppofe ;  and  that  the  Florentine  government  was 
upon  the  eve  of  a  .change,  when  Italy  was  in  full  tranquility^ 
and  the  houfe  of  Medici  in  power  ;  he  was  confidered  by  tbo 
people  as  a  prophet;  for  he  difclaimed  all  carnal  learning 
and  human  forefighr,  and  pretended  that  his  information 
eame  from  God  himfelf.     In  (hort,  he  brought  the  fame 

fjreat  authority  to  prove,  that  a  new  parliament  ou|ht  to  bq 
ummoned,  in  order  to  abolifli  the  prefent  form  of  govern* 
7he^9-     ment,  and  to  inftitute  one  entirely  popular.     Hb  arguments 
'uernment    were  irrefiftible,  and  hb  party  fo  numerous,  that  it  was  at 
new  MO-     laft  determined  ihat  a  fopreme  council  (bould  be  formed  of 
dellei/,        fYi^  whole  body  of  the  citizens,  who,  according  to  the  an- 
cient laws,  were  qualified  to  bear  pofts  in  the  government. 
The  bufinefs  of  this  council  was  to  chufe  all  the  magiftrates 
in  the  city  and  the  ftate,  to  fettle  the  public  fubfidies,  and  to 
ftrengthen,  amend,  or  alter,  the  laws  m  being.     Thiacbun* 
cil  being  fettled,  a  public  decree  pafled,  in  the  nature  of  an 
Jthenian  amnefty,   for  aboliihing  all   heart  burnings  in  the 
ftate,  and  preventing  future  difcordf,  by  enafting,  that  all 
paft  tranigrefiions  and  treafons  &ould  be  forgot* 

Thus,  from  the  ravings  of  a  mad  enthufiaft,  the  founda^ 
tions  of  a  noble  conflitution  were  laid,  by  placing  the  legif-* 
lative  power  in  the  hands  of  citizens  legally  qualified  for  pofts 
in  the  government,  who  were  to  dif'pofe  of  the  executive 
power  as  they  faw  proper.  This  new  model  admitted  of  im- 
provements ;  but  thefe  were  deferred  till  the  citizens  ihould 
be  reconciled  to  it,  and  fenfible  of  its  benefits. 

Before  we  proceed  to  other  matters  we  ftiall,  tho*  not  in 
order  of  time,  recount  the  fate  pf  Savanarola,  1  he  frietids 
of  the  Medici  and  the  pope,  perceiving  the  prodigious  power 
he  had  over  the  people,  refolved  to  encounter  him  with  his 
own  weapons ;  and  for  that  purpofe  raifcd  up  a  Francifcany 
M  order  of  mtn  that  are  mortal  enemies  to  the  Dcminuansy 
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who  oppofed  Savanarok  fo  ^iFeSually,  that  in  a  (hort  time  Serdnge 

the  populace  was  divided  between  them,  and  the  parties  fei-  entbujiafm 

dom  met  without  blows.     At  )aft  a  Dominican  was  found 

hardy  enough  to  proppfe  an  ordeal, 'for  proving  the  fandicy 

of  Savanarola 'f  and  he  offered  to  walk  through  a  kindled  pile 

of  wood  5  and  a  Francifcan^  to  prove  the  fandtity  of  his  order^ 

offered  to  do  the  fame.     The  challenoe  was  accepted  of  oa 

both^  fides,  and  the  piles  were  lighted;    but  when  the  two 

champions  were  to  enter  upon  the  fiery  tiial,  both  their  hearts 

failed  them.     The  Dominican  irtfifted  upon  having  the  hod 

in  his  band,  which  was  obflinately  bppofed  by  the  Franctfcany 

as  being  no  part  of  the  agreement;    and,  neither  yielding, 

both  efcaped.     The  Francljcam^  hov/ever,  greatly  triumphed 

over  the  Dominicans ;    andf  Savanarola^s  party  perceiving  his 

hnSthy  not  to  come  up  to  the  ideas  they  had  conceived  of  it« 

abandoned  him  to  the  fiiry  of  his  enemies.     The  magiftratesy 

out  of'compaffion,  deGred  him  to  make  his  efcape  ;    but  tho' 

be  knew  how  very  powerful  and  inveterate  his  enemies  were, 

h,e  refufed  to  leave  the  city.    Upon  this  he  was  apprehended, 

and  feven  times  put  to  the  torture.    Little  credit  is  to  be 

given  to  confeifions  taken  from  a  rack ;   but  it  is  faid,  that 

ne  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  a  falfe  prophet,  and  chat  he 

had  abufed  auricular  confeffions,  both  thofe  that  were  taken 

by  himfelf,  and  thofe  that  had  been  communicated  to  him  by 

his  brethren.     He  was  at  laft  Condemned,  with  two  of  his  anj  dsaib 

fraternity,  to  the  flames,  into  which  their  bodies  were  thrown,  ^Savana- 

after  thev  had  been  flrangled.  rola. 

CHARLES  VIIL  of  France  may  be  faid  not  to  have  Charles 
taken  fo  much  pains  in  conquering  as  he  did  in  loCitig  Naples,  forced  to 
He  fucceeded  by  the  panic,  which  his  new  method  of  making  leave  Na- 
«yar,  and  the  French  impetuofity,  had  fpread  over  Italy,     He  pks> 
loft  it  by  a  feries  of  mifcarriages,  which  none  but  a  weak- 
brained  prince,  furrounded,  by  wortblefs  fycophants,    could 
have  been  guilty  of.     Having  contraded  an  infinite  contempt 
for  the  Italians^  he  fufFered  his  foldiers  to  run  into  all  kinds 
of  excefles,  and  to  practice  every  indecency  that  could  wound 
the  delicacy  of  his  new  fubjeds,  who,  in  a  few  weeks,  thought 
the  Arragoman  feverity  far  preferable  to  the  French  infolence. 
Add  to  this,  that  Charles^  far  from  acknowledging  the  zeal 
of  the  Neapolitans  and  Italians  who  had  fided  with  him,  gave 
away  all  places  of  pofts  and  power  to  his  French  favourites. 
He  was  equally  unattentive  to  all  the  other  afiairs  of  govern- 
ment.    His  fcandalous  breach  of  faith  with  \ht  Florentines  \ 
his  fcizing  their  caf^l^j;  his  keeping  polTeilion  of  Tifai   and 
his  trifling  mthiSfotssa^^^  n^any  other  cif  cum  (lances,  cnade 
aD  Burefe  bclicve-tbai»bc^intended  to.  conquer  and  tp  bold 
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^\  Italy  \    fo    that   the    neighbouring    powers   were  nO# 
^  •larm^.     Sforza  became  as   a£Hve  an  inftrumcnt  againft 

him,  as  he  had  been  before  zealous  for  him.  Finding  him- 
felf  difappoimed  in  all  his  favourite  views,  particulaTTy  that 
of  re-annexing  P//i  to  the  dutchy  of  iWiAw,  he  founded  the 
y^netiansy  whom  he  found  difpofed  to  his  wifti ;  and  the  cm* 
pt^ot  Afaximiliaffy  who  had  particular  grounds  of  quarrel  with 
fy a kapui  Charles^  came  into  their  party.  Before  he  left  France^  he 
had  given  up  to  Ferdinand  and  Ifabetla  of  Spain^  the  fine  coun- 
try of  Roufdlon^  on  their  engaging  not  to  moleft  him  in  the 
cot?quefl  of  Napks ;  but  they  foon  found  evafions  for  break- 
ing thofe  engagements,  by  pretending  that  they*  had  been 
formed  under  a  falvo  to  an/  other  perfon's  right,  and  that  they 
diicovered  that  the  kingdom  of  Naplis  was  a  fief  of  the  Ro* 
wan  church  :  they  Ukewife,  therefore,  came  into  the  con- 
federacy. As  to  the  pope,  he  greedily  embraced  it. 
twbicb  the  ^^^  allies,  however,  thought  their  confederacy  imperfeiS'^ 
FJoren-  t»"  they  could  bring  the  Florentiniss  into  it.  The  ftrongeft 
tines  re-  applications  were  made  for  that  purpofe ;  and  Sforxa  offered  to 
fufetojoiH.  employ  all  the  power  of  the  league  in  protecting  them  againft 
the  rcfentment  oi  Charles ^  and  in  affifting  them  to  recover 
Pifa  and  Leghorn.  This  offer,  joined  to  the  king's  fcandaloos 
infidelity  towards  them,  would,  at  another time^  have  moved 
the  Florentines.  But  they  had  experienced,  that  they  could 
have  as  little  dependence  upon  the  VenetianSy  Sfirxa^  and 
the  pope,  as  they  could  have  upon  Charles^  and  therefore  they 
determined  thomfelves  for  a  neutrality.  TTiere  was  the  more 
merit  in  this,  as  they  had  engaged  the  cardinal  aiSt.  Mah^ 
by  a  large  fum,  to  befriend  them  with  Charles^  and  he  had 
deceived  them.  When  they  complained  to  Charles  himfelf, 
and  rcquefted  him  to  oblige  the  Siermefe  to  reftorc  to  them 
Monte  IPuLianoy  he  treated  them  only  with  taunts  and  foeers  ) 
but  ftill  they  thought  that  their  intereft  was  fafer  with  him 
than  with  Sforza^  who,  if  he  came  imo  poflfeffion  of  Pifoy 
would  retain  it  for  ever;  whereas  Charles  woold  be  foon 
obliged  to  abandon  it. 
Librafatta  CHA RLES^  notwithftanding  his  natural  indolence,  was 
taken.  alarmed  when  he  heard  of  the  ftrength  of  the  league  formed 
,  againft  him.  He  ordered  the  garrifon  he  had  left  at  AJUy  un* 
der  the  duke  ofOrleanSy  to  be  reinforced  out  of  Frante;  but 
above  all,  he*  fent  a  new  body  of  fix  hundred  French  to  rfin- 
force  his  garrifon  at  Pifa*  Librafatta  was  at  that  time  be- 
ficged  by  Malvezzoy  who  was  in  the  pay  of  the  Pifansy  and 
he  had  been  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege ;  but  being  joined  by  the 
new  garrifon,  he  renewed  it,  and  took  both  town  and  caftle^ 
which  the  Florentines  could  not  relieve,  becaufe  of  the  over- 
flowings 
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fiowiogs  of  the  Sicciiai  and  after  this,  the  garrirort  treated 
the  FlunnUne  territory  as  a  conquered  country.  The  Floren- 
tines  cooipUined  bitterly  to  Char  Us  of  thofe  abufes;  and  he 
bad  at  laft  the  complaifance  to  afiure  them,  that  if  they 
would  have  a  little  patience,  he  would  give  them  full  redref^, 
as  he  was  now  upon  bis  return  to  Frma. 

But  by  this  time  the  Jeague  had  acquired  a  formidable  ^r/<fr«  ^ 
<)egree  of  firength.     The  French  army,    in  the  kingdom  of  Charles 
Naples^  had  been  greatly  reduced,  and  Charles  was  under  a  to<woras 
nece0ity  of  leaving  half  of  it  behind  him  to  preferve  his  con-  France. 
^e{b.     Uppn  repeated  advices  of  his  danger,  he  rcfolved 
to  run  all  ri(ks,  and  to  forqc  his  way  to  jijiiy  in  his  return 
to  France.     He  firft,  however,  endeavoured  to  obuin  the  in- 
vefiicure  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  from  the  pope,  to  whom 
he  o&red  great  terms  if  he  would  comply ;  which  his  holi- 
ptb  declined  to  do,  and  fent  for  a  party  of  the  VfmUan  and 
Milflnefe  zxmj  to  defend  Rome^  ip  cafe  Cl?arle5  (hould  attempt 
to  enter  it.     Sf^ir^a  and  the  Venetians  at  iirft  ordered  three 
thoufand  men  to  bis  ailiftance ;  hue,  on  farther  refle<3ion,  they 
countermanded  their  march ;   fo  that  they,  having  garrifoned 
the  caftle  of  St.  Angela^  left  Rome^   which  Charks  entered, 
and  afterwards  marched  peaceably  through  all  the  ecclefiafli- 
cal  ftate,  except   at  TtfcaneUa^   which  refuAhg  entrance  tp 
his  troops,    was  ftormed  and  pUindered.     Charles  then  ar- 
rived at  Siennfi^  where,  notwithftasding  the  urgent  motives 
Jie  bad  to  co«itinue  his  marx:h,  he  remained  for  fix  days,  and 
gave  audience  to  the  Florentine  deputies,  who  applied  to  him 
•for  the  reflicution  of  their  cafties,  according  to  his  folemn 
procniic.     To  prevail  upon  him  to  perfoun  it,  they  offered 
not  only  to  pay  the  thirty  thousand  ducats  that  were  ftlll  due 
to  him,  but  to  efcort  him  to  jf/li  with  three  hundred  men  at 
arms,  and  two  hundred  foot,  under  their  general  Francifco 
Secco,     Charlesy  confulering  his  f^tuation,    would   not  have 
hefitatsd  a  moment  in  acceptii>g  thofe  ofiers,  had  he  been 
rightly  advifed  \    but  Ligni^  his  kinfman,  a  young  man,  but 
a  chief  favourite,  having  a  private  pique  againft  the  Floren-^ 
tines^  reprefented  them  as  an  inconfiderable  power,  and  that  ^ 
the  French  anroy  was  able  to  force  its  way  through  all  Italy 
without  their  affiftance.    He  was  joined  by  de  Pienes,  whQ 
expeded  from  Charles  the  government  of  Pifa  and  Leghorn  ; 
but  the  wiier  part  of  his  council  adviied  him  to  rellnquifh  all 
to  the  Florentines  hut  Pietra  Santa  and  Serazana^  by  yie!d!n5 
up  which  to  the  Genoefe^  he  might  engage  them  in  his  intereft. 
Thus  the  applicarion  of  xht  Florentines  mifcarried ;  and  it  U 
probable  that  Ligni  had  a  farther  view  in  the  advice  he  gave  to 
his  avifier  on  that  head.     Before  Charles  left  Sienna^  a  party  of 
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the  Simi^i  tbemfelves,.  diflatiified  «rith  the  govemmest  tt 
the  nine  tfnagtft rates  the^were  under,  applied  to  be  taken 
tinder  the  protedion  of  uharles^  and  to  have  a  Frefuh  garri- 
fon,  commranded  by  Ligni.  Tho*  all  the  reft  of  Charkh 
counTellors  difluaded  him  from  accepthig  thb  offer,  yec  Ugnft 
counfel  prevailed,  and  Charles  received  Siinna^  and  all  its 
territonr,  under  his  protedion^  excepting  Monti  Fulciano; 
the  difference  about  which  he  left  to  be  abutted  between  the 
•Sierwefi  znd  x\it  Florentines  Charles  leaving  to  the  Sienneji 
the  choice  of  their  governor,  they  pitched  upon  Lignij  and 
affigned  htm  an  appointment  of  twenty  thoufand  crowns,  on 
his  engaging  to  nraintain  an  officer  and  three  hundred  foot 
for  their  defiencev  It  foon  appeared  that  this  weak  young 
man  thought  of  no  \€&  than  making  himfelf  foveretgn  of 
Sienna^  and  perhaps  of  other  parts  of  Tufcany\  but  very  iboil 
after  Charles  had  left  Sienna^  the  council  of  nine  recovered 
their  authority,  and  beat  the  French  garrifen  out  of  their 
city, 
fy^  The  ambailadors  of  Maximilian  had  now  giveti  to  Sforza 

ftrength  0/the  Iblemn  inveftiture  of  the  duchy  of  ASlan;  and  he  and  the 
ihe  Uague  Venetians  prevailed  with  Bentivoglio  to  bring  the  Bokfgne/e  into 
increff/h,    %he  league.    SJhrzAy  underftanding  that  the  Germans  were  the 
only  people  they  could  bh'e  to  l^  depended  on  to  oppofe  the 
Frenchy  fent  to  inlift  two  thoufand  German  foot,  and  ordered 
Galeazzo  4i  SaH  Stuerino  to  befiege  ^jUi^  with  the  reft  of  the 
Germans  in-  his  fervice.     Sforxa't  avarice  difappointed  his  de- 
fign.    The  Germans  rcfufcd  to  inlift,  bccaufe  he  did  rtot  come 
up  to  their  price,    Thofe  under  GalecftZ9  defertcd,  while  the 
xluke  of  Orleans  was  fo  weH  reinforted  from  France^  that  he 
not  only  defended  A/li^  but  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  im^ 
portant  city  of  Novara^  and  laid  fiege  to  its  citadel ;  and 
Sfor%aj  who  was  bated  by  the  Milanefiy  muft  have  been 
ruined,  had  he  not  been  fuppokted  by  the  Venetians. 
RffoluihH      PETER  de  Mfdiciy  as  we  have  already  obferved,  was 
«/'/ArFlo-at  Venice  vrhen  he  received  Charleses  letter,  ofiering  him  hit 
rentincs.    friendfhip,  and  to  rcftore  him  to  his  power.    He  communi- 
cated this  ofter  ^o  the  Venetians^  who  not  only  ftrenuoufly  dif* 
fuaded  him  from  agreeing  to  it,  but  fecretly  planted  guards 
over  him  to  obferve  his  motions,  and  to  prevent  hfs  efcape* 
He  found  means,  however,  to  repair  to  Charles  at  Sienmik 
^  The  Florentines  expeded  the  latter  would  pay  them  a  vifit,  and 
that  he  would  bring  alonjg  with  him  Feter  de  Mediae    Being 
conftant  to  their  former  purpofe,  they  immediately  filled  their 
city  with  troops,  and  put  the  people  under  arms  to  oppofe  any 
attempt  in  his  favour;  and  this  (hew  of  refolution  determined 
Charles  to  leave  Florence  on  his  right  hand,  and  to  march  to 
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t^ifa.    Durinfl;  the  ikon  time  he  remained  there,  news  came 
of  the  prodigious  increjire  of  the  force  of  the  confederacy^ 
which  was  now  aflembled  nearPtfrma;    and  the  reftitption 
of  the  FJarentine  caftlcs  was  again  debated  before  Charles^  and 
oppofed  by  the  fame  party  that  had  defeated  it  before.    They 
added  to  their  former  arguments,  that  the  ftrengtb  of  the 
league  ought  to  be  a  powerful  inducement  fqvCbarks  to  keep 
poffeffioA  of  Pifa^  that  he  might  have  a  fea  port  to  which 
he  might  retire,  if  he  ftiould^meet  with  any  misfortune  in 
Lmbardy%  rhztr^t  FknntineSy  who  were  as  treacherous  as 
the  other  Italians^  were  by  no  means  to  bje  trufted  with  it ; 
and  that  his  keeping  poffirfBon  of  Leghorn  was  neceflary,  for 
the  fecurity  of  his  kingdom  of  Naples.    Charles  at  firfi:  ap-  Charles 
•peared  to  be  undetermi/ied,  when  the  Pifans  of  all  ages,  fexes,  heps  pef- 
and  conditionji,  threw  themfelves  in  floods  of  tears  at  his  ittx^fiffion  of 
-befeechmg  him,  ia  the  moft  moving  manner,  not  to  abandon  Pifa* 
them  to  their  former  tyrants  the  Fhrentimsy  from  whom  they 
bad  nothing  now  to  expe6l  Jbut  the  extremes  of  cruelty. 
Their  diftrefs  moved  even  Charleses  Swlfs  guards,  and  one  of 
•their  captains,  Salaxartj  in  the  name  of  the  reft,    conjured. 
the  king  to  confult  his  own  honour,  and  that  of  his  crown, 
by  protefiing  the  Pifans  agamft  their  enemies;  and  if  he 
Aood  in  need  of  the  Flortntine  money,  that  they  were  ready 
to  lay  their  collars,  plate,  money,  penfions,   and  pay,  at 
lus  feet.    Charles  ftill  appearing  irrefolute,  a  kind  of  a  tu- 
mult enfued.      The  cardinal  of  St.  Malo^  and  all  about 
-Charles^  perfon,  who  were  thought  to  be  in  the  Florentine 
intereft,  were  threatened  with  death  ;  and  Charles  dill,  to  keep 
up  feme  appearances  of  juflice,  defired  the  Florenttru  ambafTa*  ^ 
dors,  who  remained  at  Lucca^  to  meet  him  at  AJii^  where 
4ie  promifedv  to  give  them  fatisfa^Stion.     He  then  left  Pifa^ 
after  changing  the  governor  of  the  citadel,  and  ftrengthening 
the  garrifons  of  the  other  cadles. 

It  was  now  perceived  that  Charles  could  not  proceed  toThe 
Jfti  without  a  battle.     The  confederates  were  ftrong  in  the  French 
^armefan\  but  three-fourths  of  their  army  confifted  of  Vene-  gaht^h§ 
Han  troops,  who  were  commanded  by  Francefco  Gonzaga^  a  ^'^^  ^/ 
brave  young  prince,  under  whom  ferved  feveral  ofEcers  of^^^^^*^" 
great  reputation  and  experience.      Charles  proceeded  under  ^^* 
great  difadvantages ;  and  when  his  van  arrived  at  Fomuovo^ 
the  marihal  Je  Gie  demanded  in  his  matter's  name,  a  paiTage 
for  himfelf  and  bis  army.     Before  he  had  time  to  receive  an 
anfwer,  a  party  of  the  Frendi  \yas  defeated  by  the  Venetians ', 
but  they  not  following  their  blow,  the  French  had  time  to 
colled:  together  all  their  force,  and  the  boldnefs  of  Charles's 
attempt  ftruck  his  enemies  with  terror.    Both  armies  at  laft 
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came  to  an  engagement  on  die  banki  of  die  TarVf  In  wiifcft 
the  FVend)  were  vidorious,  notwithftanding  the  great  fijpe* 
riority  of  their  enemies  in  numbers,  and  proceeded  to  J^* 
He  was  not  equally  fucceisful  in  his  operations  where  he  did 
not  command  in  perfon.    Firdinani^  kinz  of  Naplti^  re-en* 
tered  into  poiTciBon  of  that  kingdom^  and  was  vigorovfly  f^p- 
ported  both  by  the  natives  and  the  Spaniards.     An  expedition 
which  Charles  had  fent  both  by  iea  and  land  mgainft  Gmoa^ 
mifearried ;  while  the  Vemtiam  and  ^orza^  now  dropping  ail 
their  frugal  maxims,  engaged  hi  tliieir  ierviceten  thouikad 
choice  German  troops*    The  turn  which  afiBiirs  had  taken  at 
Napks  in  prdudice  of  C&rr/?7,   was  favouraUeto  the  Fhrm* 
tinesy  becaufe  it  rendered  their  money   aecsflaiy   to  him* 
They  had   reduced  fome  places  which  had  revolted  from 
them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pifa^  particularly  P^nUficc$t 
which   had  furrendered  upon  capitulation.    The  FUrentim 
foldiers,  however,  were  fo  exafperated  by  the  cruel  treatoent 
they  had  received,  that  they  broke  the  capitulatioii,  by  put- 
ting to  death  fbme  of  the  Frerub  who  bad  been  in  the  fort, 
and  would  have  killed  more,  had  not  the  Fhrffstisu  commit* 
faries  interpofed.     l^heir  enemies  about  (Varies  made  a  ban* 
die  of  this  for  breaking  o(F  the  treaty;  but  his  neceffities  de»' 
^    termined  him  at  lad  to  ftgn  it  with  their  deputies,  which  he 
did  while  he  was  at  Turin. 
A  treaty^        Tm  terms  were,  that  all  the  towns  and  forts  belonging  to 
the  Flarcntines  (hould  be  immediately  xcftorcd;  tht^hrm^ 
tines  obliging  themfelves,  upon  a  valuable  conlideratton,  at 
the  end  of  two  years,  to  give  up  Pietra  Santa  and  Serazaua 
to  the  Genoefe^  \f  Charles  was  then  mafter  of  that  city;  that 
the  ambafladors  fhould  pay  down  the  thirty  thousand  ducats, 
that  were  in  arrears  upon  the  convention  at  Fkrtnce ;  and  that 
upon  the  reftitution  of  the  caftles,  for  which  they  had  hcu^ 
rity^  in  jewels,  the  Florentines  (hould  lend  to  the  king,   upon 
the  credit  of  his  receivers-general,  feven  thouiand  ducats^ 
which  they  were  to  diftribute  amongfl:  his  friends  in  Napksj; 
that  if  they  were  not  engaged  in  any  war  in  Tufcany^  except- 
ing that  concerning  Mmte  Pulcianoy  they  (hould  fend  to  the 
king^s  afliftance  in  Naples^  the  troops  that  ferved  under  Vi- 
telli  in  the  Pi/an;  but  if  they  were  free  of  all  war,  they  were 
then  to  fend  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  arms  on  the  fame 
fervice,  but  not  to  ftay  longer  than  the  month  of  OSloberi 
that    the  Pifans   (hould  enjoy  a  general  indemnity;   that 
their  ef{e£b  (hould  be  reftored  to  them,  and  that  they  (hould 
be  encouraged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  and  fciences;  and 
that  fix  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Florence^  (hould  be  de- 
livered to  the  king  as  hoftages, 
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Whilk  this  treaty  wag  negotiating,  another  was  on  foot  jjg^figf.  i^ 
tt  yircM  between  U^les  and  the  aTltcs,  who  granted  himy;,^^^^  ^ 
every  thing  with  an  intention  to  pci form  next  to  nothing,  the  Pifans. 
All  they  meant  was  to  prevail  on  him  tp  leave  itafy,  which 
he  accordingly  did.  Sfsrzd  fet  all  the  F^^eh  prifoners  at  }h  . 
bcrty,  reftored  the  fl»p8  taken  at  Rapatky  removed  bis  gene- 
ral Fracaffa  from  Pifa^  and  delivered  the  caftetietto  of  Genoa 
to  the  duke  of  Ferrara\  and  performed  fome  other  immaterial 
circumftances  of  the  treaty,  but  evaded  the  reft;  and  fuch 
was  h^  artful  management,  that  he  prevented  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  of  Pifa  between  Charles  and  the  Florentines. 
All  this  he  did  under  pretence  that  the'  he  was  (bvereign  of  the  ' 
Gemefe^  yet  he  had  no  compulfivc  power  over  their  condud; 
a  dtftimSion  he  invented  alter  the  treaties  were  figned.  Un- 
der this  evafion,  he  difappointed  the  ftvwAJking-of  the  fuc- 
cciurs  thtft  had  been  Ripulated  to  be  fent  from  Genoa^  to 
fupport  his  intereft  \n'NetpUs\  but,  without  having  rccourfc 
to  any  pretexts,  he  ftoppeil  Antonio  Vejpucci^  one  of  the  Fb^ 
renfine  deputies,  in  his  road  between  Turin  and  Florense^  with 
the  treaty  tn  his  pocket,  rifled  him  of  his  papers,  and  (ent 
him  prifbner  to  MUdn,  Perceiving  by  the  treaty  that  the 
PhrentineSy  as  foon  as  Pifa  was  given  up,  were  to  fend  fuc- 
court  in  men  and  money  to  the  French  in  Naples ^  he  and 
the  Venetians  contrived  how  to  defeat  the  rendition.  Each 
of  them  had  an  eye  upon  Pifa;  Sfot^a^  for  reafons  already 
hinted  at,  and  the  Venetians^  becaufe  they  afpired  to  the  fo-* 
vereignty  of  Itafy^  and  knew  that  the  Florentines  could  not 
prefervc  Leghorn  without  Pifa^  which  was  the  gate  to  Tuf- 
cany^  and  would  give  them  the  command  of  all  the  Mediter- 
ranean,  S/orza  knew  their  defign,  and  countermined  them. 
Thus  Pifa  was  fed  with  hopes  from  both. 

The  Fhrentinesy  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  they  had  to  en-  ^g  ^a^ 
counter  before  the  treaty  of  T«r/»  could  be  executed,  rTixitAisrentixtd. 
an  army,  took  the  caftle  of  Palaia^  and  encamped  before 
Vic9  Pifano  almoft  at  the  gates  of  Pifa.     Here  it  appeared, 
that  Entragues,  the  governor  of  the  citadel  of  P//&,  and  the 
other  French  generals,  were  as  backward  as  the  Pifans  them- 
felves  were,  towards  admitting  the  Florentines  mto  that  city. 
Paul  Vitelliy  pretending  fccret  ^  orders  from  Charles^   threw 
himfelf  into  Vico  Pifano^  from  the  fiege  of  which  the  Floren- 
tines were  driven  with  vaft  lofs  and  difgracc.     Authentic  du- 
plicates of  the  treaty  of  Turin^  however,  arriving  in  Tufcanj^ 
Beaumont^  the  French  governor,  prefently  gave  up  Leghorn 
to  the  f-hrenfines ;  bat  when  he  began  to  confult  with  En-  The  Flo- 
tragues  about  the  rendition  of  Pifa  and  the  other  places,  the  rendncs 
latter  trifled  fo  egregioufly,  that  the  Florentines  were  obliged '^C/**^''- 
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to  complain  to  Charles  who  was  at  VirctlU,    He  feemed  t9 
blame  Entragius^  and  fent  bim  pofittve  ordera^  which  weir« 
no  better  obeyed  than  the  former.     He  ft  ill  found  means  to 
evade  the  performance ;  and  the  Pifans,  who  had  now  one 
thoufand  mercenaries  in  their  pay»  created  a  ftrong  fort  at  the 
FUrmtine  gate,  for  their  defence.     This  fort  lay  under  the 
cannon  of  the  citadel  y  and  Entragms  thinking  the  Fknn^ 
tines  could  not  take  it,  invited  them  to  come  to  the  FUren* 
tint  gate,  and  take  pofieffion  of  Pifa.     Paul  ViteUu  whom 
Che  Florentines  bad  brought,  or  rather  bought  over  to  their 
intereft,  knew  that  the  Pifans  were  determined  to  make  re- 
fiflknce ;  an  J  ioftruded  the  Florentines  b  well,  that  they  g^-* 
ried  the  fort  and  drove  the  Pifans  within  it  into  the  fubUrb, 
which  they  entered  an4  took  po&ffion  of.    But  while  they 
thbugbt  themfelves  fecure  of  fucceis,  the  French  governor  all 
of  a  fudden  fired  upon  their  troops  fo  furiouily,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  abandon  the  place,  and  retire  to  Fafiimsj 
from  whence  they  again  complained  to  Charles. 
Dijign  to       To  embarrafs  the  Florentines  more,  the  allies  and  the  pope 
/an;our  the  now  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Peter  de  Medici^  and  his  kinfman 
i^/e  of    yirginio  Orftni^  and  fought  to  put  him  in  pofieffion  of  his 
Medici,     family  power  in  Florence.   This  defign  was  ftronglyfupported. 
Peter  was  mafter  of  ten  thoufand  ducats  in  ready  money ; 
Virginio  was  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  veterans ;  Bentivogli$ 
was  hired  by  the  (Venetians  to  a£l  in  concert  with  Sforxa ; 
and  Caterina  Sforza  was  to  harrafs  them   from  Imola  and 
ForU,     This  plan  was  formed  at  RanUy  while  the  Venetians 
A  ill  continued  at  war  with  the  Siepnefe  about  Monte  Pulciane^ 
where  they  beat  Giovanni  SaveUi\  regiment,  took  him  prifo* 
ner,  and  demoIKhed  a  fortrefs  the  Siennefehzd  ereded  on  the 
borders  of  the  Florentine  dominions.   Peter  was  likewife  encou- 
raged to  hope  for  affiftance  from  the  Perugiansy  whofe  fove- 
reign  was  the  pope ;  but  their  mafier  was  BagUoni^  a  friend 
to  the  Medici  family.      Peter  and  Virgimo  fet  out  for  Rome^ 
with  fanguipe  expedations  of  fuccefs  from  the  affiftances  pro- 
mifed  them,  but  chiefly  from  the  divifions  that  prevailed  in 
Florence.     T^cy  continued  for  fome  time  in  the  Perugian 
territory,  and  performed  feveral  important  fervices  to  Baglioni 
and  the  Perugians.    They  could  not,  however,  bring  either 
of  them  to  declare  for  them,  the  Florentines  having  engaged 
them  in  their  interefts  hy  money,  and  taken  fome  of  the 
Baglioni  family  into  their  pay.  .  Peter  likewife  failed  in  a  de- 
fign he  had  formed  agaihft  Cortona,   which  was  difcovercd  by 
a   mean  fugitive ;   and  not  only  that  place  was  reinforced 
from  the  Florentine  army,  which  fiill  lay  in  the  Pifan^  but  fuch 
meafures  were  taken  as  prevented  Virginio  from  joining  with 
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the  Sitnnifi.  Peter  and  Virginio  next  endeavoured  to  force 
the  Perugians  i  and  this,  together  with  the  bad  condition  of 
their  troops,  who  amoHnted  to  ho  more  than  three  hundred 
men  at  arms  and  three  thoufand  foot,  made  their  friends 
loolc  cold  upon  them.  All  they  could  obtain  of  BentivogUo 
was  permiifion  to  inlift  men  in  the  Bolognefe ;  and  Sforza  had 
encouraged  Peter  only  with  a  view  of  ciitra&ing  the  Floren* 
tineSy  while  the  Fenetiems  refufed  to  ad,  till  they  had  proofs 
from  Sforza  that  he  was  in  earneft.  But  the  real  view  of 
both  was  to  drive  the  French  out  of  Naples. 

In  the  mean  while,  P^^  and  Virgini$vitxt  obliged  to  with-  Ferdinand 
draw  to  Rapolano  in  the  Sienne/e  -,    but  here  Virgimoy  diigufted  gains 
with  the  coniiu^t  of  the  confederates,  entered  into  the  fcr- ^•««^ '* 
vice  of  Franc£j  and  marched  to  Naples^  where  the  army  of  Naples, 
king  Ferdinand  every  day  gained  ground.     Pifa  was  ftill  in 
pofleffion  of  Entraguesj  who,  notwithfhinding  the  moft  pe« 
remptory  orders  fent  him  by  CharleSy  not  only  refufed  to  de- 
liver up  the  citadel  to  the  Florentines,^  but  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1496,  he,  by  the  intervention  of  Lucio  MahezzOf 
who  was  an  agent  for  Sforza^   (cho'  he  pretended  to  z6i  for 
the  Genoefe)  agreed  to  deliver  up  the  citadel  to  the  Pifam^ 
en  the  payment  of  twenty  thoufand  ducats.      The  Pifam 
ftruck  the  bargain,  tho'  all  their  ftate  was  not  able  to  raife 
half  the  money.     But  the  Genoefe  lent  them  four  thoufand 
ducats,  the  Venetians  four  thoufand,  and  Sforza  four  thou* 
fand,  tho'  at  that  very  time  he  pretended  to  negociate  a  per«  * 
petual  peace  with  the  Florentines.     By  this  means  the  Ptfans 
were  enabled  to  pay  the  twenty  thoufand  ducats,  twelve  thou- 
Aind  of  which  Entragues  appropriated  to  himfclf,  and  divi- 
ded the  remainder  amongfl  his  troops. 

The  general  opinion  now  was,   that  Charles  had  either  Di/inginu- 
fecretly  authorized  Entragues  for  what  he  did,  or  that  the  ity  of.  the 
latter  would  lofe  his  head.     Neither  was  the  cafe.     Clmrles  French 
wasfincere,  but  w^s  weak  enough  to  be  bullied,  or  flattered,  f*^^''»o^ 
into  an  approbation  of  all  that  had  been  done  by .  Entragues y  '^^*^'<»''^' 
who  ftipulated  in  the  convention,  that  he  ftill  (hould  be  fo-  '^'  ^^^' 
vercign  of  Pijh.     This  was  the  more  extraordina^,  as  the'Jjf^^""* 
Airrender  of  Pifa  abfolutely  difabled  the  Florentines  from  per- 
forming to  Charles  the  engagements  they  had  entered  into  by 
the  treaty  ofTurin^  and  greatly  contributed  to  his  lofipg  the 
kingdom  of  Naples.    The  Ptfans^  who  razed  their  citadel 
as  foon  as  it  was  in  their  poiTeifion,  did  not  pretend  to  be  in- 
dependent ;  but  they  had  a  mortal  averfion  at  all  dependency 
upon  the  Florentines,     They  implored  the  affiftance  of  all  the 
Italian  powers,  and  would  have  direftly  given  themfelves  up 
to  the  fiibje£lioo  of  Sforza,  bad  he  not  been  afraid  ofjncgr- 
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ring  the  rcfentment  of  lib  other  allm.    The  affinrs  of  PyJM 
were  by  them  confidered  as  a  common  caufe,  tho'  each  £ecretly 
afpired  to  be  mafter  of  <hat  chy.    As -co  the  Flonntinu^  they 
were  now  obnoxious  to  all  the  reft  of  liafy^  00  account  ^ 
their  attachment  to  the  Freruh ;   and  all  the  confedeiatcs  co« 
gaged  t6  fupport  the  Pifam  in  maintaining  their  newly  reco- 
vered liberty,  which  waa  confirmed  to  them  even  by  JHa»* 
imiliany  as  lord  paramount  of  Lafy.    The  difpute  for  the 
pofleffion  of  Pifa  lay  now,  between  the  Vitutiwu  and  S/brxa^ 
and  was  carried  dn  by  both  parties  doing  the  Pi/am  all  the  good 
offices,  and  giving  them  all  the  affiSance  that  was  in  their 
power,  even  to  a  profufion  of  men  and  money.     Sfarxa^ 
however,  partly  through  avarice,  and  partly  throii^h  a  natu- 
ral craft,  which  led  him  fometimes  to  ipin  his  politics  too 
fine,  began   to    flacken    in  bis   remittances  to  the  Pifims^ 
which  made  them  apply  the  more  ailiduoufly  to  the  fWf/^oKi, 
who  fupplied  them  fo  generoufly,  that  the  Pifims  offered  to 
put  themfelves  under  their  protedioiu    The  matter  was  de-- 
bated  in  the  fenate  of  VenUey  where  the  wifeft  members  were 
againft  accepting  the  offer,  and  were  for  maintaining  the  in- 
dependency of  the  Pi/am )  but  they  were  over-ruled  by  the 
party  of  their  doge  Agofiino  Barbarico.    A  public  decr^  waa 
drawn  up  by  the  fenate,  for  taking  the  P^^rj. under  the  pio- 
tcflion  of  f^eniccy  for  the  defence  of  their  liberty.     The  ex* 
ceilent  author  I  laft  quoted  ^,  has  exhibited  a  true,  btit  very 
Charaaer  extraordinarv  charaflcr  of  Sforxa,     With  great  wit  and  abi- 
f^Sforza.  lities  be  had  a  fund  of  vanities  and  weakneffes.    He  was  the 
herald  of  his'own  praife,  and  ufed  to  boa{|  that  he  was  the 
fon  of  fortune,  and  could  manage  his  mother  as  he  plea/ed^ 
He  publicly  afciibed  to  his  own  merit  ail  the  great  evenra 
that  had  happened  in  Italy  for  ten  years  before;  and   he 
vaunted  in  being  the  author  of  the  mott  infamous  connfels, 
provided  they  were  fuccefbful.     This  arrogance  became  fo' 
habitual,  that   he  imagined  himfelf  to  poffeis  a  kind  of  « 
political  infallibility;  and  he  affeflcd  the  chara£ler  of  cun- 
ning and  treachery  fo  greatly)  that  he  was  pleafed  with  the 
^appellation  of  the  maor. 
neTlO'        All  that  the  Flonntines  could  do  under  the  general  odU 
remincs     um  of  all  the  ftatcs  of //tfij',  was  to  make  earneft,  but  fruits* 
^^Ch^i    Icfs  applications  toCharh.,    That  prince  continued  to  favour 
pjf    naries  ^y^^^^  ^j^  f^^^  jj^g  ^q^  peremptory  "orders  to  aH  his  officers 
and  governors,  who  were  in  ^poflejQipn  « of  the  other  places 
and  caftlesftipulated-.by  the  treaty  of^*9S«Vr  to  be  delivered 
to  the  Florcntinesy  immediately  to  fturrender  them«    He  evta 

^  GutcciARPiNij  bookriiily-, 

^^  defircd 


Digitized 


by  Google. 


The  Hijhrj  of  Florence.  367 

dcfired  the  Fkrmtim  commiflaries  to  repair  to  tbe  caflle  of 
Seraxana^  and  take  pofieflion  of  it ;  but  inftcad  of  tbat^  the 
Fnnch  deputy- governor  fold  it  before  their  faces  to  the  Ge^ 
n$ifi  for  twency>five  thoufand  ducats.  The  governor  of  Sera^ 
zanglla  fcHIowed  his  example;  and  S/orza  fent  Frcuqffa^  his 
general,  with  one  hundred  horfe  and  fpur  hundred  foot  into 
the  Lunigianay  to  over* awe  the  Fknntines  in  thofe  parts. 
Soon  after  Entragues  gave  up  Lihrafatta  to  the  Pifans^  and 
fold  Pietra  Santa  and  Mutrsne  to  the  Lucauefe  for  twenty-fix  , 
thoufand  ducats.  Thofe  infuUs  upon  Charles^  when  at  the 
height  of  his  refentment,  produced  only  a  verbal  order  that 
Entragues  (hould  not  return  to  France  i  and  his  patron  Lf]^ffi 
was  cenfured,  only  by  being  deprived  of  the  honour  of  ileep- 
ing  all  night  in  the  king's  bed*chamber«  The  infolent  ^- 
Yourite  however,  and  his  dependent,  virere  foon  after  reftored 
to  |he  full  enjoyment  of  their  mafter's  favour.  The  Floren* 
tines  were  obliged  to  put  up  with  all,  becaufe,  while  the  coa« 
federates  were  in  pofTeffion  of  Pifiiy  it  could  not  be  their  in- 
tereft  to  break  with  France ;  and  indeed,  at  this  very  time,  the 
Florentines  had  refifted  both  their  importunities  and  menaces, 
to  enter  into  their  alliance,  upon  which  the  confederates* 
after  providing  for  the  fafety  of  Pifay  applied  themfelves  in- 
tirefy  to  the  ^Neapolitan  war.  The  Venetians^  at  the  fame 
time,  gained  over  AJlcrre^  the  lord  of  Faenza^  to  be  a  check 
upon  the  Florentines. 

The  Florentines^  on  the  other  hand,  having  no  dependence  ^^  ^^^ 
but  on  the  French^  moft  earneftly  requefted  Charles  to  ttium  pans  to  re* 
in  perfon  into  Italy  \  and  that  prince  made  great  preparations  turn  to- 
for  the  expedition,  which  was  to  be  carried  on  by  fea  and  Italy, 
land.  Charles  was  the  more  animated  to  this,  as  the  duke  of 
Savoy  and  the  mzxf\\}\%oi  Montferrat  feemed  to  be  difpofed  to 
join  him  ;  and  he  was  not  even  without  hopes  that  the  terror 
of  his  arms  wt)uld  induce  Sforza  to  break  with  the  allies.  For 
this purpofe,  he  difpatched  RJgaulty  oneof  the  chief  officers 
of  his  houfhold,  to  let  Sforza  know  his  danger  \  but  to  ofFer 
him  his  friendfhip,  upon  his  performing  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  l^erceUi^  and  renewing  his  alliance  with  France. 
Sforza  was  ftartled  at  the  news  of  the  preparations  making 
by  CharU'Sy  which  far  exceeded  thofe  for  his  iaft  expedition  j 
but  he  amufed  Rigaidt  with  plaufible  pretexts,  till,  finding 
himfelf  impofed  on,  he  left  Milan.  Sforza  invited  Maximi- 
lian to  march  into  Italy,  and  brought  the  yeneiians  to  ciuifent 
to  fend  an  army  and  money  to  Alefindria  tooppofe  thei^r^a<:^; 
they  objcftcd,  however,  to  the  march  of  Maximilian^  who 
bad  preteniions  upon  feme  of  their  tenitoiies,  and  to  making 
Sforza  tbe  general  of  tbe  confederacy  3  but  at  lad,  led  he 
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(hould  throw  himfelf  intb  the  arms  of  France^  Aty  agreed  to 
all  he  propofed. 
The  alius  We  arc  now  to  confider  the  intcrcfts  of  Fraffci  and  /i- 
a/faci  the  fence  as  the  fame.  The  allies  employed  BenthoglU  to  attick 
Floren-  the  Florentines  on  the  fide  of  Bologna^  while  the  Siennefe  and 
tines, '  the  Pifans  were  to  do  the  fame  in  other  quarters  :  but  tho* 
*  Bentivoglio  was  in  the  pay  of  the  confederates,  he  was  terri- 
fied by  the  great nefs  of  the  French  power,  and  gave  Charki 
private  aflurances  that  he  would  not  execute  his  commiflioti. 
If  was  with  fome  reafon  thought,  that,  if  Charles  had  profe- 
cuted  this  undertaking  with  the  fame  vigour  he  began  it,  be 
might  have  reduced  all  Italy  to  his  obedience.  Btit  the  cardi- 
nal of  St.  Maloj  his  treafurer  and  firft  minif^er  for  Italian  af- 
fairs, had  been  corrupted  by  the  pope  and  Sforza^  to  retard 
the  operations ;  which  he  found  plaufible  pretexts  to  do,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  impetuofity  of  C^jrZfj,  who  loitered  away 
his  time  in  a  love-intrigue,  though  all  his  friends  in  Itafy^ 
even  with  tears,  implored  him  to  be  expeditious,  the  French 
being  now  reduced  to  ^)ie^ft  extremity  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples  I  where  Ferdinand  oitd^  in  the  height  of  all  his  glory^ 
ana  was  fucceeded  by  his  unde  Federigo^  or  Frederick^  a  pru- 
dent prince.  Pleafure  rendered  Charles  deaf  to  all  folicitadons 
to  fet  out  on  his  march,  though  Maximilian^  in  confequence 
of  a  convention  between  him  and  the  allies,  bad  already  en- 
tered Italy^  and  undertook  to  compromife  all  differences  re^ 
'  lating  to  Pifa.  The  Florentines^  notwithftanding  the  indo- 
lence of  Charles^  and  all  the  applications  of  the  allies,  con- 
tinued firm  in  their  attachments  to  France^  in  which  the  go- 
vernment was  greatly  confirmed  by  the  fermons  and  harangues 
of  Savanar^a,  who  thundered  out  judgments  againft  the  court 
of  Rome  and  the  allies.  This  enthufiaft  had  even  interef^ 
enough  to  prevail  upon  the  Florentines  fingly  to  ftand  the  fhoclc* 
of  the  contederacy,  though  the  French  king  could  give  them 
no  aflifiance ;  and,  had  he  been  willing,  his  abilities  were 
very  queftionable,  becaufe  his  generals  and  miniftcrs  paid  no 
regard  to  his  orders.  It  is  certain,  that,  humanly  fpeaking» 
ci^«  are  the  profpe£t  of  the  Florentines  was  at  this  time  very  uncom- 
difireffed.  fortablc.  They  ftill  maintained,  though  at  a  great  expence 
to  themfelvcs,  a  war  with  the  Pifans^  who  continued  to  be 
fupported  by  the  Venetians  \  but  its  operations  were  indeciftve, 
and  fo  trifling,  that  they  deferve  no  panicular  mention  in 
hiftory.  Their  generals,  Francefco  Secce  and  Evcok  Bentiveg^ 
liof  however,  obtained  fome  advantages,  which  cod  the  former 
his  life.  Their  war  with  the  Siennefe^  who  were  lik^wife 
fupported  by  the  allies,  was  equally  unimportant ;  tboiigh  that 
.   great  patriot  /  eter  Cappcni  was  killed  in  ftorming  a  little  place,. 
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Wlilcb  i&  not^o  be  found  upon  the  maps.    By  thofe  wars,  thci 
enemies  of  pUnnce  became  good  foldiers,  and  the  Venitians  r 

continued  ytgoroufly  to  fupport  them;   while  Sforza,  who 
feldom  was  in  earneft  in  any  thing  he  undertoolc,  cooled  moro 
and  more  in. his  friendlhip,  andat  laft  feemed  intirely  to  aban- 
don them.     This  was  owing  to  his  dependence  on  the  great 
authority  of  the  ^zn^txox  Maximilian y  who  now  fent  two  am* 
bafladors  to  the  Florentines ^  to  notify  his  intention  to  make  up 
all  differences  amongft  the  Italian  princes  and  flates,  and  re-^ 
quiring  them  to  fufpend  their  hofiilities  againd  the  Pifans^ 
The -r/tfr#«/fw«  returned  a  polite  but  vague  anfwcr  to  this  in- 
timation )  and  the  f^enetianj^  cqua'ly  fufpeding  Maximilian 
and  Sfor^uiy  ordered  to  Pifa  greater  lupplies,  both  of  men  and 
money,  than  they  ever  had  fent  before.     This  confideration 
drove  Sftrza  once  more  into  a  correipondence  with  the  Flo^       > 
rentinesy  and  he  endeavoured  by  all  means  to  perfuade  them 
to  fubmit  to  Maximilian'^  decifion.      1  his  they  peremptorily  ^%  refuft 
refufed  to  do^  unlcfs  they  were  previoufly  put 'into  poflcilion  of '^  Juhmit 
Pifa\  and,  having  put  Leghorn  into  a  ftate  of  defence,  they  '^Maxi- 
rc-affembled  their  forces  in  the  Pifan.    The  truth  is,  Maxi-,  "^»j»an'/ 
miliany   notwithftanding  his  high-founding  titles,    made  fo  .  '^'^^^ 
poor  a  figure  in  Itaiyj   and  was  himfelf  in  fuch   needy  cir-  /  ^* 
cumfbnces,  that  the  Florentines  defpifed  him,    and  believed.  -» 

him  to  be  only  the  tool  of  Sforza:  They  affefled,  however, 
the'moft  profound  regard  for  his  imperial  authority;  but  gave 
him  to  underfland,  that  they  expeded  he  would  put  them 
into  pofTeffion  of  Pifa^  before  they  came  to  any  refolution 
to  join  in  the  confederacy.  Maximilian  was  fo  much  nettled 
with  this  declaration,  which  he  received  at  Genoa,  that  he 
gave  the  Florentine  deputies  no  other  anfwer  than  referririg 
them  to  the  pope's  legate,  who  referred  them  to  Sforza,  who 
was  at  Jl^lan  ;  to  wmch  city  the  deputies  repaired,  and  there 
a  moft  exquifite  fcene  of  diiSmulation  paiTed  :  for  while  the 
deputies  were  waiting  for  an  audience  from  Sforza,  they  re- 
ceived orders  from  Florence,  where  the  refult  of  their  negocia* 
tion  was  known,  to  return  home,  without  entering  upon  bufi- 
ne6  with  him.  They  were  introduced,  however,  into  his 
prefen^e,  under  pretence  of  paying  him  their  compliments ; 
out  all  his  arr,  though  he  declared  the  emperor  had  in- 
truded him  with  hb  anfwer,  could  not  draw  them  into  any 
negociation  on  that  or  any  other  head ;  which  threw  Sforza^  . 
who  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  being  outwitted,  into  a 
violent  plffion  ;  fo  that  he  abruptly  broke  up  the  conference, 
to  which  he  had  invited  all  his  chief  nobility  and  foreign  mi^ 
nifters,  that  they  might  be  witncflcs  of  his  triumph  in  over- 
reaching the  Florentines. 
Mbs>.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXVI.        B  b  MJXI^ 
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fwbo  re*  MAXIMIL  IAN  now  in  good  earneft  proete^d  agatiift 
pairs  to  the  Florentines ;  and  a  Genpefe  ^uadron  landed  bioi  at  Fart0 
tiStu  Spezie^  fronpt  .whence  he  went  to  ^ijlt,  and  made  dtlpofitioi^ 

•  for  beficging  Leghorn  both  by  fea  and  larid.  The  Fhrmtirus^ 
on  their  part,  hired  >a  liod^  of  French  troops  \,  and  a  Fren^ 
fleet,  defigned  for  the  relief  of  Napksy  threw  the  troops  into 
Leghomy  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  proviiion^  which 
the  befieged'ftofod  in  great  need  oF»  This  reKcf  was  fo  fea-* 
fonable,  that  the  Florentines  attributed  it  to  the  immediate  in- 
terpofttion  of  Providence  in  their  favour,  which  Senumar^ta 
had  predided  feme  days  before^  The  iiege,  however,  weiit 
on$  and  the  French  fquadron  proceeding  on  its  voyage,  Akuti* 
miRan  firaitened  the  place  both  by  Tea  and  hnd.  Bitjt  the 
place  was  well  provided  for  refinance ;  and  a  florm  arofe^ 
which  wrecking  the  Venetian  and  Genoefe  fleets^  difiieartened 
htm  fo,  that  he  precipitately  raifed  the  fiege ;  and,  to  the 
'  amazement  of  all  liah/y  he  hiarched  to  the  MUaneJiy  after 

doing  the  Flonntinis  no  farther  damage  than  phindering  an 
almoft  namclefe  village.  From  the  Mibnefe,  without  ac- 
quainting any  one  of  his  intention^  he  returned  to  Germany^ 
and  left  the  Italians  full  of  contempt  for  his  pufiHaAimtty, 
folly^  and  poverty. 
fheVtnf  MAJClMILlANy  and  the  kvr  German  troops  he  had 
tians^if^-  v^tth  hitHf  which  did  not  amount  to  above  two  tboufand^ 
port  the  btiog  withdrawn  fxomTufcanyy  Sforza  recalled  his  army  !ikc- 
Pifins.  ^jfg^  3nj  left  the  whole  werght  of  the  war  upon  the  Vtne^ 
iiansy  who  fupported  it  at  a  prpdtgious  expcncd.  In  the  mean 
while,  the  French  intircTy  loft  Naples  ;  and  Charles  fought  to 
take  \()S  revenge  upon  the  Genoefe^  who  were  out  of  humour 
with  the  duke  of  MHarty  for  not  giving  them  the  preference  to 
the  Lucquefe  in  the  fale  of  Pietra  Santa.  Sforzaj  upon  this, 
took  into  his  pay  fome  troops  that  Maximilian  had  left  m 
lialyy  and  fent  them  to  Genoa  ;  and,  forgetting  all  hid  di%ufts 
at  the  Venetiansy  he  offered  them  his  friendihip.  Charles^  hy 
this  time,  had  fent  a  ftrong  body  of  Swifs  and  French^  under 
Trivul^iy  to  Aftiy  and  prepared  to  attack  the  Mikmefe  as  weR 
7LS  Genca,  With  this  view,  he  required  the  Fbrentmes  to  fla- 
vour him,  by  attacking  the  Lunigiana  and  the  Eajiern  Riptereu  . 
Sforza^  who  had  y^t  received  no  fuccours  from  Venice^  was 
Dot  prepared  to  ftand  thofefiiocks,  and  the  campaign  of  1497 
opened  with  great  advantages  on  the  (ide  of  the  French  *y  and 
bad  7r/V«&/ been  properly  authorized,  he  could  have  taken 
jHeJfandrioy  and  have  marched  to  the  gales  of  'Mtlan.  But, 
fearing  to  proceed  without  orders,  Sforza  not  only  received 
the  Venetian  reinforcements,  but  took  foch  meafures  againft 
Gema  as  defeated  all  the  attempts  of  the  French  there.  »Tfaefr 
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lifMefaU  h\i  the  blame  upon  the  Florentines  ^  but  ihe  mitcail- 
nag^  was  owHig  to  the  dilatory  wavering  couofels  of  Charles ; 
For  the  Pkrentihei  refufed  to  take  the  field  at  the  tirtie  required, 
feecattfehis  army  was  not  at  hand  to  fiipport  them.  The  fann< 
bac)(wardneis  and  incckilUncy  obliged  Trivulzi  to  forego  all 
the  advantages  he  had  dbtiintd.ia  the  Mlkiiefe^  and  to  retire 
\o  ^.  Many  reafons  were  afligned,  befidcs  the  backward* 
ncls  of  the  Florentines.  The  mbft  probable  werfe,  that  an  ItaliM 
ti^ar  was  difagreeable  to  the  French  in  general ;  that  Sfirzd^t 
fnoney  had  gteat  influence  in  the  counfcls  o( Charles  y  and  that 
.the  diike  of  Orleans^  who  Was  next  heir  to  the  crown  of 
Prance^  and  had  beeh  appointed  to  command  in  Italy^  dlf* 
Kked  beittg  out  of  the  kingdom,  as  the  ftatit  ((d  Gharles^s 
health  was  now  almoft  defperate. 

Thu  war  between  the  Fhreniikes  arid  Ptfenis  wai  ftitl  car-  ^^  *wat^ 
tied  on,  and  count  Rintttelo  obtained  fome  advantages  over  ^ontinuesi 
Mepsfrm  the  Pifan  general.    But  a  long  triice  being  made 
between  the  kings  of  Prance  and  Spain^  in  which  the  Fifanj 
were  included,  gave  them  a  breathing  time  j  the  Florintines\ 
lllrho  were  indu&d  in  it  KkeWife^  not  daring  to  continue  the 
war  a^aihft  theni,  while  they  were  under  h  powerful  a  pro- 
teuton.    They  were  however  under  prodigious  apprehenfion^ 
left  the  Pi/arts^  who  Were  the  only  gainers  by  the  truce,  Oiodld 
keep  poRe^on  of  Pija^  and  Peter  de  Medici  flioold  regain  hi$ 
tothbrity  in  Florence,    They  were"  joined,  for  his  own  pur-  Sforzayi* 
pofesj  by  Sfbrxa^  who  wHhed  rather  to  fee  Pifa  ill  the  handi  •«'««^^  '^ 
«?f  thd  Florentines  than  of  thp  Vemtidns\  and  he  reprefented,  Florcn- 
both  to  the  pope  and  the  Spdniards^  who  had  now  a  great  ^^^^* 
fway  in  the  affeird  of  Itcdyy  the  bad  policy  of  obliging  the 
Florentines  to  iJcpend  on  the  French  for  the  retovery  of  Pifa^ 
Which  was  detained  fr5m  them  by  the  Fenetians.     The  Fene^ 
tianSf  on  the  other  hand,  reprefented  the  Florentines  as  being 
naturally  inclined  to  the  French  i  and  Were  (o  far  frotn  (hew- 
big  any  difpofition  to  reftore  Pifa  to  them,  that  they  infifted 
upon  Jtejhom  being  delivaed  up  by  the  Florentines  into  tha 
hands  of  the  confederate;  a  demand  which  ftartled  the  popd 
VLTidSforza  fo  much,  that  they  dropt  the  afeir  of  the  reditu-^ 
tion^  and  confulted  how  to  break  off  the  connexions  between 
the  FhrentiHes  and  the  French^  by  reftoritig  Peter  de  Medici  td 
his  authority  in  Florence^  which  wa)  now  fplit  into  fa^tions^ 
Savanarold^$  enthuftafm  in  favour  of  the  popular  government, 
had  gained  him  a  great  party ;  and  many  of  the  public  offices 
were  filled  with  hid  followers.  Who  were  generally  men  of  low 
mnd  illiberal  edacaticni;     Their  mifirondud,  and  a  fcarcity  of   . 
tout  which  happened  at  that  time^  was  favourable  to  the  views 
of  Peter^  who  was  hkewlfe  backed  by  the  Venetians^  becaufe 
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they  thought  their  friendihip  would  be  fa  neceflkry  to  hiiilt 
that  he  would  give  Pifa  up  for  ever  Co  their  pofieffion.  PtttrH 
chief  dependence,  however,  lay  upon  Bernardo  del  Neroj  a 
friend  of  his  family,  and  a  man  of  virtue9  interefi,  and  abi« 
lity,  and  who  was  chofen  gonfalonier;  a$  were  feveral  of  his 
other  friends  intc  the  principal  pofts  of  the  government.  T!lie 
Attempt  of  pope  came  into  the  fcheme  of  reftoring  refer  \  and  SfmuL 
Peter  de  feemed  to  be  indifferent  as  to  the  matter.  The  cardinal 
&.  Sever'moy  and  Alvianoy  ^  officer  of  fomc  diftin£tion,  were 
Peter\  friends.  The  Venetians  furniflicd  him  with  money  5 
and  Sienna  not  being  included  in  the  late  truce,  he  obtained 
from  the  Siennefe  one  thoufand  horfe  and  foot ;  and  he  fet  cut 
at  their  head  in  the  afternoon,  in  hopes  to  furprife  Florence  by 
day- break.  A  ftorm,  which  arofe  in  the  night-time,  dtfcon* 
certed  his  meafures ;  and  it  was  late  in  the  morning  when  be 
arrived  before  Florence.  The  Florentine  magiftrates,  by  this 
time,  had  taken  the  alarm :  they  gave  Paul  Fitelli  thjC  com- 
mand of  their  troops  in  the  city,  they  fent  for  their  army  in 
the  Pifan^  and  imprifoned  all  whom  they  fufpeded  to  be  Pe* 
ter*s  friends.  Thus,  after  waiting  four  hours  within  bow- (hoc 
of  Florence,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Sienna ;  while  bis 
friend  Alviano  plundered  Todi,  and  put  to  death  fifty-three  of 
the  Gibelin  fadiion. 

The  attempt  of  Peter  de  Medici  upon  Florence^  though 
difappointed,  was  attended  with  bloody  effe£ls.  It  is  certain 
he  bad  many  friends  there  ^  and  the  whole  of  his  correfpoa- 
dence  being  laid  open,  they  were  either  committed  to  prifon, 
or  obliged  to  fly.  Four  citizens  of  great  eminence,  Nicok 
Ridolii^  Gianozzo  Puccij  Giovanni  Cambi^  and  Lorenzo  Yima^ 
buonty  were  capitally  convided,  and  put  to  death,  for  favour- 
ing him.  Bernardo  del  NerOy  the  gonfalonier,  was  tried,  and 
condemned  to  die,  for  being  privy  to  the  conspiracy,  and  not 
preventing  it.  This  fentence,  though  legal,  was  held  to  be 
levere,  and  his  friends  appealed  to  a  genecal  ajBTembly  of  the 
people.  The  magiftrates,  however,  pronouiKed  his  cafe  xu)t 
to  be  appealable,  and  figned  a  fentence,  which  put  him  to 
death  that  very  night.  This  drain  of  authority  was  uiKkrabc- 
ediy  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  popular  government, 
vi^xzh^avanarcla  and  his  fadion  efpoufed  \  but  it  fuited  their 
intereft,  and  all  other  confiderations  were  forgot. 

The  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  had  now  entered  into  a 

truce  for  two  months,  without  confulting  any  of  the  Italian 

.     powers,  and  loudly  cenfured  the  Venetians  for  perpetuating 

r^/ Spain,  jifcord  in  Italy y  by  keeping  pofleffion  of  Pifa.     Incredible  arc 

the  fludtuations  which  at  this  time  happened  in  Itafyy  where 

the  public  jealoufy  of  the  Venetians  difpofed  almoft  every 
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power  in  it  to  favour  the  Trench.  The  Florentings  were  per- 
petually folicitHig  Charles  to  haften  bis  expedition^  and  had 
iDadc  d'AMgtty  the  general  of  their  army.  The  marquis  of 
Mantua^  who  had  been  ungratefally  difmified  by  the  Vene* 
tiansj  after  doing  them  eminent  ferviceSy  entered  lilcewife  into 
the  Florentine  pay.  The  duke  of  Savoy  was  naturally  attached 
to  the  French^  and  confequently  to  the  Florentines.  Benti^ 
voglio  of  Bologna  promifed  to  join  the  French ;  and  even  the 
pope  himfclf  engaged  not  to  oppofe  them.  The  unaccount- 
able trifling  of  Charles  deftroyed  all  thofe  fair  appearances 
He  had  formed  many  engagements  in  Itafy^  particularly  with 
^t  Fitelli  and  the  Orjini;  but  had  fent  no  money  to  fulfil 
them :  fo  that,  in  feme  cafes,  the  Florentines  were  obliged  to 
make  them  good,  and  llkewife  to  lend  Charles  money.  In 
fhott^  the  French  intcreft  in  Itafyy  about  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1498,  was  intirely  deftroyed. 

The  Florentines^  having  thus  no  dependence  on  France^  The  Flo- 
applied  in  great  fecrecy  to  the  pope,  and  offered  to  come  Into  rentines 
the  Italian  confederacy,  provided  they  were  put  into  po{»  apply  to  t^e^ 
feflion  o(  Pi/ay  which  had  been,  in  fa<a,  all  along,  the  great/*/** 
bait  for  their  attachment  "to  France.     The  pope  greedily  em- 
braced thepropofal,  and  prefled  the  Venetians  upon  that  head, 
as  being  the  only  means  of  confoWating  all  the  Italian  powers 
againft  the  invzCiom  of  tht  UltraTnontanes.  The  Venetians  x^- 
criminated  ;   and,  without  pretending  to  any  property  in  Fifa^ 
upbraided  their  confederates  for  deviating  from  their  promife 
to  maintain  the  Pifans  in  their  liberty,  and  for  ungratefully 
rewarding  the  fervices  that  Venice  had  performed  for  the  pub- 
lie  good  of  Italy^  though  their  fituation  was  fuch,  that  they 
could  not  have  partaken  in  the  common  calamity,  had  the 
TJltramontanes  been  fuccefsful.       During  thofe  altercations, 
Charles  Vlil  of  France^  died  fuddenly  zijffnloisj  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Lewis  duke  of  Orleans^  a  prince  who  had  been  bred 
a  foldier,  of  a  good  underftanding,  far  advanced  in  life,  and^ 
in  almoft  every  refpe<3,  the  reverfe  of  Charles.     His  claim 
upo^  the  kingdom  of  Naples  was  the  fame  with  that  of 
Charles ;  and  he  had,  befides,  a  private  claim,  in  right  of  his 
own  blood,  upon  the  dutchy  of  Afr&w,  as  defcending,  by  the  TJ^e 
female  fide,  from  the  Vifcontis^  its  lawful  and  original  maf-  French 
tcrs.     As  his  title,  in  point  of  hereditary  right,  was  unquef-  ^ing  re- 
ttonable,  that  of  the  Sforza  family  being  only  by  a  natural^^*^^^  ^* 
daughter,  Lewis  refolded  not  to  lofe  fight  of  'rt\   and  had, '''J^^ 
«vcn  while  he  was  duke  of  Orleans^  made  fonie  attempts  to  ^*^' 
aflcrt  it.     Add  to  this,  that  he  had  reafons  for  entertaining  a 
perfonai  hatred  to  Sforxa ;  and^  on  his  acceilion  to  the  crown 
of  Fram$i  be  aiTumed  tbe  titles  of  king  of  the  Two  SiciUet 
»   •  -  B  b  3  (whigk 
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(whkh  uniduded  Nafles)  and  duke  of  Milam.    Ho  iieilM  in 
form  to  the  FlartMtitttSy  and  the  other  Jtalkm  dates,  his^^iet- 
mined  intention  to  make  good  thofe  claims^  and  to  bcgki 
with  that  of  MUan.    Almoft  all  circum^ncet  coocuned  itt 
favQuriDg  his  undertakiAg.     He  bad  all  the  advantages  hit 
predecc£>r  was  ppflefled  of^  and  the  halia^  powera  bad  aa 
ppinion  of  bts  fieadineis*    By  a  firange  refineoient  tn  |k>lkicfy 
the  FkrinUn$s  were  ibe  only  people  in  Ita^  who  difUked  the 
acceffion  of  Liewi$  to  the  thr6ne  of  Frmuiy  and  preferred 
Sfor%(i%  friendihip  to  his.    The  pope  and  the  VemtMta  courted 
him ;  and  Sforza^  to  divert  the  ftorm  impending  oo  bia  own 
dominions,  perfuaded  the  Flarentmss  to  make  fheir  <ourt  to 
him  likewiie.    But  S/onca  never  loft  fight  QfPifij  of  which 
\ie  wanted  to  difpofiefs  the  Venitiansy  tvA  now  in  good  earneft 
affifted  the  Flirtmimt  to  recover  it.    The  FUrift^nsf  all  ihie 
while  were  continuing  the  war  in  xhtl^ifim  i  but vpere defeated 
at  ^.  Riguk^  in  one  of  thofe  ikifipi(bcs  which  their  hiftoritfne 
call  a  battle*    The  FkrMttns  general  was  Rinuctig,  who,  oss 
the  lo(s  of  this  battle,  the  particular^  6f  wbidi  are  odt  worth 
recountir)g,  intirety  loft  hii  reputation.      They  gave  Paul 
yitelli^  whom  they  had  ^  high  opinion  pf,  the  cofmnaad  of 
their  forces^  with  the  title  of  captain*  genera)  i  and  oiade  a^ 
plication  to  the  Frtiu^  king  to  imefpofe  in  their  favour,  but 
without  any  e^^.    Tbey  had  much  better  (ticcsefs  with 
$fbr%a^  who  grew  more  and  more  Jealous  of  the  VemtianSy 
and  therefore  fept  a  trufty  agei^t  to  flvrtnu^  to  concert  what 
vvas  moft  proper  for  reinftating  them  in  the  poiTeffion  of  Pifa. 
AH  /^^  was  then  in  peace,  but  the  Fkrtntii^s  aad  the 
Pifam..    A  hw  dilputes  bad  haf  peped,  indeed,  in  tiie  R§* 
nuigna ;  but  tbf y  wf re  pf  little  confequence,  anf)  fooo  ter? 
minated. 
Sforza  SFORZJ  Seoune  now  fa  unmeafuraUy  je^OMS  of  the 

frgait  J^inettaoi  as  to  proceed  ta  an  open  breach  with  them.  He* 
nmtb  ibi  began  by  denying  their  troops  a  pailage  through  the  Pm-nufih^' 
Y^*Wo*-and  Pontrmoli  to  Pifa^  which  pWiged  the  Fnutiaru  to  take  a 
large  compafs  by  the  Ferrarefii  and  he  fent  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment tp  the  FbretUinHf  with  an  offer,  which  was  accepted  of, 
fo  pay  his  (bare  towards  a  new  levy  of  three'  hiiodred  aien  at 
arms,  part  ro  be  commanded  by  jPji//  BagUoniy  and  patt  by 
the  lord,  of  P/Vx7iin#«  He  like  wife  lent  them  three  hundred 
thoufand  ducats  ^  and  fo  eSeAually  repfefented  %\kt  dangerous 
confequences^  to  hafy^  of  the  yimiians  keeping  pofTe&in  of 
Pifa^  that  the  pope  promifed  to  aifift  him  and  the  Fknioifm 
^ith  one  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  three  gallies,  for  inter* 
f epting  the  fuccours  of  the  Vewiiam  to  P^  The  iniad  of 
bis  4qlii^,  h^vfeverj  waa  fo  intent  upon*  aggroAdiokig.  b}^ 
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ipvn  famtly,  whom  be  ^XfitBiti  to  put  into  |(sofleffion  of  the 
kingdom  of  NapUiy  that  he  paid  litde  or  no  regard  to  his  en- 
gagements with  the  ^lonntitttS: 

Notwithstanding  the  t)sckwardne&  of  his  holioe/s^ 
the  Flonmiruty  having  a  great  opinion  of  their  general  Paul 
Vitdli^  and  trufting  to  the  friend(hip  of  Sforza^  once  more 
iook  the  field  zgUvA  the  Pifansj  who  contiiiued  flill  to  he 
vigoroofly  fupported  by  cbe  P^enetians.  Sjirza  brought  BentU 
bogJio  intirely  into  hit  own  tnterefts ;  and,  at  this  period,  we 
are  to  confider  the  interefis  of  the  Fkrentims  and  Sforza  as 
i>eing  the  fame.  Sforxa  macie  large  additions  to  his  own 
troops,  and  lent  others  to  the  Flor^niimsy  to  defend  them  , 
from  ail  attempts  that  might  be  mad^  againft  them  by  the 
Venetians.  The  k>rd  of  Fatnza  was-  then  the  ally  of  Venice  ; 
and,  to  ballance  his  intereft,  the  Florentines  took  into  their  ' 
pay  Ottaviano  Riccio^  the  lord  o(  Imola  and  Forli.  This  Otta- 
viono^  according  to  Gnicciardin^  was  intirely  direded  by  his 
inother  Caterina  Sforza^  who  had  been  privately  married  to 
the  cardinal  GiovaHni  de  Midici^  and  therefore  eaj:neftly  de* 
iired  to  fee  the  authority  of  the  Midid  family  reftored  in 
Florence. 

The  recoi^ery  of  Pifa  to.  the  Floreniims  was  now  the  bone  The  Pi/an 
of  contention  in  Italy.     S/orzoj  by  his  authority  with  th^avarr^AF* 
Zucquefe^  prevailed  on  them  to  withdraw  great  part  of  their '^«^'- 
fuccours  from  i\it  Pifans\    but  the  Florentines  had  the  mif* 
fortune  at  this  time  to  be  engaged  in  a  war,  not  only  wiih  the 
Pifans^  bit  with  the  Gen$ejii  on  account  of  their  afnirs  in  the 
Lunigiana ;  and  both  ftates  were  the  irreconcileable  enemies 
of  the  Florentines. '  But  the  latter^  now  fecure  of  Sforza^  took 
the  field  againft  the  Pifans^  and  obtained  many  advanta^ 
over  them  and  then-  protedors  the  Venetians.    The  Flortnttn$  * 

general^  Paul  PiteHi^  might  even  have  laid  fiege  t<kPifa ;  but 
he  declined  it,  and,  croffing  the  Amo^  he  invefted  and  flormed 
Butij  by  which  he  ftraitcned  Pifa  itfelf.  After  tliis,  ViuUi 
ereded  a  fort  on  the  hill  of  S.  Giovanni  Jella  Vena^  and  made 
great  progrefs  towards  befieging  Pija  itfelf  ^  for  he  even 
opened  trenches  before  Vica  Pi/anoy  which  was  in  a  manner 
a  fuburb  of  Fiji^  and  which  was  obliged  to  furrender  to  him;* 
He  afterwards  cut  in  pieces  a  body  of  Venetian  troops,  who 
came  to  affift  in  takinje  the  fort  of  Pietru  Dolorefa^  which  had 
lieen  befieged  by  iht  Pi/ans. 

Th^  Venetians  now  thought  that  they  had  proceeded  in  the  J  negoda* 
war  as  far  as  was  confiftept  with  their  intereft,  whjqh  v92^tionjet9n 
intirely  confined  to  PiJa.   They  therefcve  made  Ibme  advancei/^^  % 
towards  an  accommodation  with  the  Florentines  $  and  the  lat- 
irr  yielded  up  a  point,  which  h^d  beep  long  comefted,  that 
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of  giving  ^t  Venetian  republic  the  right  hand  in  the  nego* 
elation.  Guido  Antmh  Fefpuectj  and  Bernardo  Rueellai^  two 
citizens  of  great  authority,  were  fent  to  Venicey  to  negociate 
on  the  part  of  the  Florentine  republic,  which  was  at  this  time 
fincerely'difpofed  for  a  peace.  To  give  weight  to  thehr  ne- 
goclations,  they  brought  a  powerful  army  into  the  field, 
and  the  duke  of  Milan  declared  openly  in  their  favour. 
The  ambaffadors  met  with  a  polhe  reception  at  Venice  i 
but  infifted  upon  •  the  right  which  their  republic  had  tp 
Pifa.  The  anfwcr  of  the  Venetians  was  civil,  plaufible^ 
^nd  dilatory.  The  5'^/7ff;^  ambaflador  was  called  in  to  me- 
diate ;  and  he  propofed,  that  the  pofleffion  of  Pifa  (bould 
revert  to  the  Florentines  as  a  confederate,  but  not  a  futjef^^ 
ftate.  The  Venetians  expofed  the  futility  of  that  diftindion; 
and  not  only  continued  to  reinforce  Pifa,  but  efpoufed  the 
<:aufe  of  Peter  de  Medici,  '  They  likewife  endeavoured  to  gain 
over  to  their  fervice  Bentivoglio  of  Bologna^  who  had  feized 
ton  fome  caftles  belonging  to  the  Milanefe  j  and  the  Sienntft 
refufed  to  make  any  peace  with  Florence^  unle6  the  Fltren' 
tines  would  abfolutely  renounce  all  their  right  to  Mont§ 
Pulciano.  But  Pandolfo^  who  then  had  the  chief  (Way  in 
Sienna,  being  a  friend  to  the  Florentines^  brought  his  coun- 
trymen to  agree  to  a  five^years  truce  with  them  on  fuch  ad- 
vantageous terms,  as  eflabli(hed  his  authority  in  that  ftate  | 
and  the  Vmetiansy  under  the  duke  of  UrbinOy  were  denied  a 
pafl'age  through  its  territory. 

The  Venetians^  upon  this,  refolved  to  attack  the  Florentines^ 
by  the  Rcmagna^  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  mafter  the  towns 
ar  the  foot  oif  the  Appennlnes^  through  the  intereft  o^  Peter  de 
"Mfdici^  In  this  defign  they  partly  fucceeded,  and  would 
have  gained  a  paffage  into  the  vale  of  Mugelliy  had  it  not 
been  for  the  rcfolution  of  the  governor  of  Caftiglione^  wh« 
held  that  place  out  fo  long,  that  count  Rinucao  and  the  lord 
ofPiomhino  marching  to  its  relief,  raifed  the  fiege. '  This  ir- 
ruption into  the  Florentine  territories  induced  the  Juke  of  Mi- 
fan  to  fend  to  the  Florentines  'a  powerful  reinforcement,  while 
Paul  Vitelli,  in  the  Pifan^  took  Vico  Pifano  and  LU^rafaltOy 
after  a  fiege  of  four  days.  The  Venetians^  alarmed  with  this 
^fuccefs,  pradHfed  on  the  marquis  oi  Mantua^  who  had  fomc 
tfifierences  with  the  duke  of  Milany  to  leave  his  fervice,  which 
he  accordingly  did,  and  the  marquis  was  fem  to  P^  with 
three  hundred  men  at  arms.  Great  things  might  have  been 
expefled  from  this  defedion  of  fo  powerful  a  prjnce,  had  the 
Venetians  encouraged  him.  But  they  were  induced  by  fome 
of  the  friends  of  the  Medici  family  to  believe  they  could  get 
pofleflion  of  Piii^nna  in  the  Cafantin^  which  would   have 
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ghren  fo  powerful  a  diverfion  to  the  FlorenttneSy  as  to  fecurc 
to  the  Venetians  the  pofleffion  of  Pifa  without  cxpence.'  Thus 
tho  marquis,  having  only  a  bare  title,  was  left  without  any 
fupport  or  following ;  and,  out  of  refentment,  he  returned 
to  the  fervicc  of  Sfor%a;,  with  the  title  of  captain-general  of 
the  imperial  and  milanefe  troops. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Florentines  had  intelligence  of  i\it  unJ Mflrefs 
defign  againft  Bibienna^  and  fent  a  commiflary  to  prevent  it.  tbem ; 
But  though  he  imprifoned  ibme  of  the  fufpe^led  parties 
within  tb^  town,  he  behaved  in  all  other  refpeds  with  fo 
little  care  and  precaution,  that  Bibienna  was  taken  by  ftrata- 
eem,  without  a  blow  being  ftruclc.  Alviano^  the  friend  of 
Feter  de  Medici,  then  beficged  Pvppi^  the  ftrongeft  foptrefs  \tt 
the  vale  of  Bibienna  ;  but  was  baffled  before  it  through  the 
vigilance  of  the  Florentines.  The  duke  of  Urbino^  however^ 
'  penetrated  into  the  Cafantin^  which  he  fubdued,  all  but  the 
fortrcfs  ofPoppi;  but  the  Florentines  had  the  good  fonune  to 
difcover  and  fupprefs  a  plot  formed  by  the  Venetians^  for  be- 
coming mafters  of  jfrezzo. 

The  irruption  of  the  Venetians  into  the  Ca/amin  ohKged  but  they  ar» 
the  Florentines  to  recal  their  general  Paul  Vitelli  frort  thcwwy?^* 
Pifan^  after  he  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  take  Pifa,  He 
marched  direfily  into  the  C^fantin,  where  the  Venetians  were 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Prato  Vecchio^  which  he 
obliged  them  to  abandon  i  and,  being  joined  by  Fracaffa  with 
one  thoufand  Milanefe  troops,  he  drove  the  Venetians  into 
prodigious  difficulties  ;  fo  that  their  wifeft  fenators  began  to 
be  tired  of  the  war.  At  their  perfuafion,  a  frefli  negotiation 
was  fet  on  foot  at  Ferrara^  where  the  principal  deliberation 
was  how  to  get  decently  rid  of  Pifoy  which  had  coft  fuch  im- 
menfe  fums  to  the  Venetian  republic.  But  a  new  fcene  now 
opened  in  Italy, 

LEWIS  XII.  king  of /r^wif^  was  bent  on  the  conqueft /^Vw/ a^ 
of  Milan^  and  for  that  purpofe  entered  into  a  (trift  confede*  the  Italian 
racy  with  the  Venetians,     The  pope,  on  the  other  hand,  bad/«*«^^i 
entirely  devoted  himfelf  to  the  acquifition  of  the  kingdom  of 
ffaples  for  his  family,  and  to  a  match  between  Charhtta^ 
the  daughter   of  Federigo   king  of  Naples^    who  had   been 
brought  up  at  the  French  court,  and  his  fon  the  cardinal  of 
Valenzoy  afterwards  the  famous  Cafar  Borgia^  who,  on  that 
Dccafion,  renounced  the  ecclefiaf^ical  life  and  habit.     The 
French  king  and  the  pope  mutually  aflifled  each  other.    The 
king  wanted  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife,  and   the  pope  to 
acquire  one  into  his  family.     The  fentcnce  of  divorce  be- 
tween the  king  aqd  the  queen  was  prefented  to  the  former  by 
C^far  Bgr^ig^  wl^Oj  49  ^  reward,  was  ma(Je  duke  of  Valentino 
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by.  thft  Fremh  kiilf  ^  with  a  revenue  of  twenty  thoufand  Mvtm^ 
befide^  the  pofleffion  of  the  city  of  Valence,  fuwi's  then  ap« 
plied  himfeif  ferioufly  to  the  conqueft  of  the  MiUnih\  anii^ 
Ibr  that  purpofe^  made  a  peace  with  the  emperor  AtaximilUut^ 
and  the  kings  of  England  and  France.  Sfanaa  was  no  ftran* 
ger  to  his  intention,  and  endeavoured  all  he  coul(},  to  couo* 
termioe  hinii  by  gaining  the  Fiofentims  and  the  Femtians  to 
his  intereft.  That  he  migh^  induce  the  Flormtinis  to  bc^ 
friend  bim^  be  prciied  the  Fmetians  to  depofit  Pi/a  in  hit 
hand$)  and  promifed  to  deliver  it  to  the  FUrentin$s  in  a  cer* 
tain  time^  Other  hiilorians  fay^  that  the  Fbrentims  amed 
to  depoflt  Pifa  in  the  hands  t>f  LnvUf  or  of  Paul  Fitem^  or 
(be  college!  of  the  cardinals.  Be  that  as  it  will^  it  is. per* 
sain  that  the  FlonnUnes  were  divjded  on  this  c"ca(K>n.  They 
bad  hitherus^  no  reafoil  for  trufting  the  French  kings  smd  a 
great,  party  in  their  ftate  wanted  to  fee  the  duke  of  ^lAnv 
humbled,  ^ht yenitians  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  all  the  motiona 
towards  a  depofit.  The  duke  of  Milan  likewife  counter* 
mined  it,  left  it  (hould  be  the  means  of  uniting  t|ie  Vene^ 
tians  and  the  FUrtntims,  It  waS  the  intereft  of  Fronci  to 
keep  the  jtd^n  powers  divided^  and  the  pope,  who  had  a 
great  fii^ay  in  the  negotiation,  took  part  with  France  in  the  cafe 
of  the  depiofit,  which  he  thought  would  add  to  the  dignity 
mndof  the  and  importance  of  the  holy  fee«  To  conquer  the  fiubhorn* 
French,  nefs  of  the  Fejuiians^  in  the  atffair  of  the  depofit,  they  wero 
offered  Cremina  and  the  whole  Gkradadda  \  but  this  offer 
could  not  be  acQcpted  off  without  aggrandizing  the  FrenA  ^oo 
much  in  haijf  I'he  a0iur  was  debated^  in  the  fenate  of  Ve^ 
nice^  where  it  was  refolyed,  at  ail  events^  to  declare  againft 
Sforsuii  and  to  join  with  France ;  but  without  concluding  any 
thing  with  regard  to.  the  depofit  of  P^.  Lewis^  whofe  great 
aim  was  to  take  pofleflion  of  ^/«^9,  did  not  relifh  this  conr 
^mSL  ;  becaofe  it  tended  to  ceiq^em  the  interefis  of  Sfirza  with 
thofe  of  (he  Florentines.  He^  therefore,  negotiated  a  peace 
with  Maximilian^  who  had  many  claims  upon  tbe  Venetians^ 
in  order  to  keep  them  in  awe ;  and  openly  declared  to  them^ 
as  well  as  the  Florentines^  that  he  was  determined  to  come 
into  no  terms  with  the  Venetians^  unleis  Pifa  was  dtpoAt^4 
as  the  Florentines  had  propofed. 
Jjtvns  'I'he    inflexibility  of  Lewis  on  this  head,  created  grea| 

««/>#/ ov/Vi^uneafinefs  to  his  allies  in  Italy;   and  the  pope  himfelf  was 
fife  Vene-  amdngft  the  (irft  to  counfel  him  to  abandon  the  caufe  of  the 
tians«        Florentines^  rather  than  difoblige  the  Venetians^  whofe  friend- 
(hip  was  abfolutely  necefTary  for  his  conquering  Milan.   Lewis 
faw  the  cogency  of  thofe  reafons,  and  yielded,  to  them  by 
concluding  a  treaty  with  the  Vemtians.    This  treaty  obliged 
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lloUl  them  aMi  %ht  Fremht^wi2At  tbe  Mikneft  at  6ne  time* 
Cr^fmnn  uoi  Gbhr^ddct  wtit  coM  to  tbe  f^emtittm  i  they  ware 
to  be  guK»mied  ki  the  jpsSeffitei  of  their  territory  by  Lewii  | 
and  they  Were,  foi  a-  limited!  tiaM>  to  ke^p  cm  foot  It  bodf 
of  troo^  for  his  fervio^.  Lnuis  was  fenfible  that  fhts  treaty 
wai  ineonf^ent  with  Wit  repeated  profeffioos,  and  he  kept 
it  A>  fecrett  that  ii  was  long  before  either  tbe  pope  or  the 
dlike  of  Milan  came  tA  tbe  knowledge  of"  it.  In  the  iheart 
wtiilet  he  talked  to  the  FUnntins  defies  in  a  ftrain  quite 
difterem  from  that  which  he  had  nlade  ufe  of  befiWe^  which 
oblietd  ibem  (6  enter  into  new  connexions  with  Sfirra. 

The  Vtnetiam  ftUl  kef>t  poieffion  oK  Bibienfut^  and  had  B^arhthi 
footing  in  the  Cafimtim.  Paul  VitelB  was  tbe  Floreniim  gene-  Cafantin. 
ral  againft  them.  The  Vtfi$ttan  generals  were  Carlo  Urfin9 
and  Alviatt$,  Btit  the  Phreniines  were  fo  powerfully  fup- 
ported  by  the  dnke  of  MUanf  and  the  mountaineers  of  tbe 
CmJ^mim  b^d  Aicb  an  averfion  to  thd  Feruiiaru^  tlUt  Fitel& 
found  means  to  ftraiten  their  qtiarters  in  fiich  a  manner  as  tor 
ihiK  all  their  tfroops  up  in  BikHrma^  where  they  revived  to  de-* 
fend  themselves  to  the  laft  extremity.  Had  S/atza*s  advice 
been  taken^  tbe  VemMn  army  at  this  tin»  mufi  have  been 
irrecoverab^  ruined  \  but  tbe  Fknntinef  were  diiheartened  by 
the  growing  expenee  of  the  war,  and  unable  to  continue  it. 

Ck>UNT  Rimccio^  tbeitf  former  general,  was  at  the  head  Condua  of 
of  a  party  agaioftA^i^W&V  who  behaved  with  great  arrogance  Vit^li 
in  his  command,  and  afibded  a  kind  of  independency  on^^^^^o- 
the  civil  got erament  of  Phrma.    He  bad  even  granted  a  '^tin^^ 
pafi,  witltoitt  cox^Iting  tbem^  to  the  duke  of  Vrhtnn  and^^"^^* 
Gimb'an  d$  AtetBp^  who  were  (hut  up  in  Bibierma ;   and  in 
every  other  refpeift  be  behaved  in  a  manner  that  (hewed  het^ 
did  not  think  it  for  his  intercft  to  put  an  end  to  the  war/ 
The  Vtmtiam  bad  applied  to  count  Pitlglianoy  who  had  af« 
iembled  lone  troops  at  Ravenna  for  the  rcKef  of  Bihienna  9 
and,  \ff  the  dilatory  condud  ofFMli^  he  had  advanced  as  far 
.as  Ela^  a  eaftle  bdongiog  to  tbe  duke  of  Urbinoj  on  the  Fb'- 
rentioi  borders.     FiuBi  leaving  a  body  of  troops  to  block  up 
Bibiimm^  jnaithed  to  oppofe  him ;   and  Phigliano  encoun- 
tered fu^h  difficuTties,  that  he  refufed  to  advance.     While 
matters  were  thus  in  (ufpence,  both  parties  entertained  thoughts 
pf  peace;  and,  by  the  unwearied  application  o( Sforza^  th<« 
fliatter  wai  reibrred  to  bis  father-ii^law  Ercok  J^Efte^  duke 
tt  P$nara^  who,  for  tbac  purpofe,   repaired   to  Venice^  to 
which  ctnr  the  Vtmham  (ent»   ail  tbe  fame  time,  Giovanni 
BoHijfkt  RMf9^  mtA  f^^  Antonio  Sodtrini^  two  perfons  of 
fbe  firft  rank  and  oharaSer  in'  their  republic    At  the  open- 
ing: of  this  congrds^  paA  debates  happened  whether  Ercok 
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was  to  ad  as  an  umpire  or  a  mediator.  The  Fhnntim  had 
many  reafona  to  wifh  that  he  would  ad  in  the  latt^  capacity* 
They  knew  that  he  was  partial  in  favour  of  the  Fimetiams,  and 
chat  S/vrza  would  faaifice  every  thinj;  in  order  to  bring  the 
Venettam  into  a  peace.  The  f^euetians^  on  the  other  band, 
I  were  fo  haughty  as  to  declare,  that  they  were  for  ErcoU  ading 

as  an  umpire,  and  pronouncing  fentence }  but  that  they  would 
ftand  to  no  terms  that  fliould  award  the  polTeffion  oH  pifa 
to  the  FUrentints ;    and  many  of  the  fenators  infifted  upon 
tiheir  republic's  being  retmburjed  in  the  expenccs  of  the  war. 
The  more  judicious  part,  however,  of  the  Ff netians  enitr^ 
tained  very  different  fentiments.    They  knew,  that  the  Flo- 
rmtines  had  ftill  great  rcfourccs.    They  faw  the  difficulty  and 
expence  of  retaining  Pifa^  and  defpatred  of  being  able  to  re- 
lieve Bibienna.    They  conftdered  the  aiBftance  they  were  ta 
receive  from  France  as  being  unceruin  and  precarious ;    and 
above  all,  they  were  alarmed  with  ihe  preparations  making 
^bi  Flo*   ^y  ^^^  Turks  againft  their  dominions  in  the  Morea.    Upon 
rentines     ^^  whole,  therefore,  they  inclined  to  leave  the  matter  en- 
fuhmit  to    tirely  to  ErcoWs  decifion.     Sforza  feconded  their  opinion  (o 
sht  duke  ^warmly,  that  he  threatened  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  Tnf- 
Fcrrara'i   tanyy  if  the  Floreiitints  did  not  confent  to  .leave  every* thing  to 
^hitra-     his  fatfaer-in- law's  arbitration.     The  Florentines  were  obliged 
'^^^  to  fubmit,  and  the  duke  had  eight  days  allowed  him  for  draw- 

ing up  his  fenteqce.  At  lad  it  was  publiflied,  and  imported, 
*^  That  in  eight  days  next  enfuing,  all  hofiilities  (hould 
ceafe  between  the  Florentines  and  the  Fenetians :  that  on  St. 
Mart's  day  next,  at  fartheft,  the  allies  of  both  the  Pi  fans 
and  the  Florentines  fliould  withdraw  their  troops  out  of  Tuf- 
'  cany  mto  their  own  territories ;  and  particularly,  that  the 
Vemiians  (hould  recal  all  their  forces  from  Pifa  and  its  terri- 
tory, and  evacuate  Bibienna^  with  all  other  places  talc^n  from 
I  he  Fioientinesy  who,  on  their  part,  were  to  grant  a  full  am- 
nefty  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bibienna  for  all  offences :  that,  in 
coniideration  of  the  charges  incurred  by  the  Venetians,  which 
they  eftimatcd  at  no  left  than  eight  hundred  thoufand  ducats, 
the  Florentines  flK>uld  pay  them  fifteen  thoufand  ducats  yearly 
for,  the  term  of  twelve  years  :  that  the  Pifans  (hould  have 
full  power  and  free  libejrtyto  exercife  any  trade  or  callings 
both  by  land  or  fea  :  •  that  they  (hould  continue  in  pofieffion 
of  the  caffles  of  Pi/a  and  other  places  which  they  held  at  the 
time  of  pailing  this  deciGon,  and  might  garrifon  them  with 
Pifans  or  foreigners,  provided  they  were  not  of  any  ff  ate  fuf- 
pected  by  ihe  Florentines  ;  that  their  garrifons  (hould  be  paid 
out  of  the  taxes  raifed  by  the  Florentines  on  .the  Pifans ;  but 
ihat  no  larger  fums  (hould  be  levied^  nor  more  (landing 
i.  .  troop% 
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troops  maintained,  than  wa$  prafiifcd  before  the  rebellion  ; 

that  the  P{fans  Ihould  be  permitted  to  demolifli  all  the  caftles 
and  fortified  places  in  their  territory,  which  they  had  taken 
from  the  Florentinesy  while  they  were  under  the  proteSion  of 
the  Venetians:  that  in  Pifa  the  chief  juftice  in  civil  cafes 
ihould  be  a  foreigner,  eleded  by  the  Pifans  themfelves,  out 
of  a  country  not  obnoxious  to  the  Florentines ;  and  that  a  ju- 
ftice, comroiflioncd  by  the  Florentines^  might  have  power  to 
receive  appeals,  but  not  in  crhninal  cafes  where  death,  ba^ 

iiifliment,  or  confifc^tion  were  concerned,  without  tbe  pre- 

ience  of  an  aififtant  juftice  or  afleflbr,  commiffioned  by  ErcoU^ 
or  his  fucceflbrs,  to  be  eleSed  by  him  or  them  out  of  five 
civilians  of  the  dutchy  of  Ferrara^  nominated  by  the  Pifans : 
that  all  goods  moveable  and  immoveable  ftiould  be  reftored 
on  both  fides,  hut  without  any  allowance  for  intereft.  In  all 
other  cafes  the  Florentines  might  affert  their  rights  in  the  Pi- 

fan ;  and  the  Pifans  were  to  engage  for  the  future  not  to 
cake  up  arms  againft  the  Florentines  on  any  account  what- 

.  Ibever/* 

This  dedfton  equally  difgufied  all  parties,  and  the  duke  His  ded- 
of  Ferrara  was  perfonally  infulted  by  the  Vtnetians.     The  Pi-fim 

fans  were  the  loudeft  in  their  complaints  that  they  had  been  difbleafks 
betrayed  by  the  Venetians ;  that  they  might  have  obtained  au  parties^ 
better  terms  of  the  Florentines  themfelves  j  that  the  concef* 
fions  in  their  favour  were  only  in  appearance ;  and  that  they 
were  now  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  greater  flavery  than  ever  to 
the  Florentines.  Thofe  difcontents  arofe  to  fuclti  a  height  as 
to  oblige  Ercole^  who  was  apprehenfive  for  the  fafety  of  his 
own  perfon,  to  make  an  explanatory  addition  to  his  fentence 
in  favour  of  the  Pifans ;  and  the  Venetians  ratified  the  fame, 
by  immediately  withdrawing  all  their  troops  from.  Tufcany. 
The  Florentines  were,  if  poflible,  more  difgufted  than  either  the 
Pifans  or  the  Venetians  were,*  at  the  duke's  awards  They 
complained  of  being  obUged  to  reimburfe  the  chargies  of  the 
war,  and,  in  faft,-  to  forego  all  their  rights  of  fovereignty 
over  the  Pifans.  They,  however,  were  quieted,  by  S/orza^s 
threatening  to  ratify  the  duke's  decree  ;  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  they  ever  ratified  the  explanatory  addition.  The 
Pifansj  for  fome  time,  debated  whether  they  ftiould  accept 
or  not  accept  of  the  award ;  and  fuch  was  their  hatred  of 
the  FlorentineSy  that  rather  than  fubmit  to  them  they  offered 
to  become  fubjeft  to  S/orza-,  but  he  declined  the  tender.  The 
PifanSf  thus  difappoiiued,  refolved  to  ftand  all  extremities, 
rather  than  ^ftain  return  to  the  Florentine  yoke»  which 
obliged  the  Florentines    to  order    their    general   Vitclli   to 
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march  with  his  trmjf  into  the  Pt/att^  and  to  enclearottr  tb  H*^ 
,  duce  that  crty  by  force. 
^•^T  ^  '^"^  ^^^  o(Ferraya*$  decree,  Aough  cflfefied  by  Sfirz^^ 
'J^v*'  ^25  fp  f^Y  f|.^ni  recoBcHifig  the  Vemtiam  to  him,  A^  they 
were  more  than  ever  detertmned  ^n  his  ruin,  Sfirza  had 
recourffe  to  MaximiB^fn^  who  was  perpetually  draining  him  of 
money,  without  doing  him  the  fbaHeft  fervice,  and  who  was 
himfdf  at  this  time  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Swlfs,  Lewis 
the  French  king  availed  himfelf  of  Ais  difpofition  of  affairs, 
and  now  prepared  in  eameft  for  his  Italian  expedition.  He 
fent  feme  monev  to  the  Swifs^  to  enable  them  to  toa^e  head 
againft  Maximhan^  who  was  th^  onfy  Aipport  that  Sfor%a 
could  rely  on.  Sfirza^  upon  this,  fought  to  unite  himfeif  t6 
fte  applies  the  pope,  the  F/orenfinefy  and  Federfg&  king  of  K4pies.  Biit 
lo  the  aH  his  propofals  for  that  ptirpofe  proved  in  vain ;  i^nd  at  laft 
Turks,  he  was  driven  to  apply  fOr  aAftance  tcRijazet  th?  emperor 
of  the  Turh^  as  being  the  moft  likely  power  to  give  a  <fiver« 
fion  to  the  t^ttmimu  This  application  nc(t  having  the  de- 
fircd  effect,  he  offered  to  affift  the  Florentines  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Pijk^  on  condition,  when  that  was  cflfeaed,  of  their 
a(3ifli'ng  him  with  three  hundred  nne»at  aripS,  and  two  tbou« 
fend  foot,  for  the  defence  of  his  dominions.  Lewii  the  French 
king  applied  to  the  Florentines  at  the  &me  time  and  to  the 
firac  purpofe:  he  required  of  their  ftatc  a  regiment  of 
five  hundred  men  at  arms  for  a  year ;  od  which  condition 
he  promifed  to  affift  them  with  one  thoufand  lancet  for  the 
fame  time,  and  to  mak<^  no  peace  with  Sfirza  till  they  wert 
piit  into  poflcffion  of  Pija.  The  Florefitinei  were  puzzled 
how  to  z&  under  ftich  cjreumllances ;  but,  after  weighing 
all  arguments,  they  determined  to  repttn  neutral,  and  to 
pu(h  the  conqueft  of  Pijh  upon  their  own  bottom.  Thcr 
had,  however,  reafons  for  keeping  well  with  Sfcrza^  and  Ci- 
villy declined  entering  into  dny  treaty  with  him  till  ther 
were  in  pcflefRon  tfPifa^  as  it  could  be  of  fcrvice  to  neither 
party  for  Florence  te  draw  upon  herielf  the  rcfenttpent  of  thef 
Freiuh: 

Thus  9fir%a  was  dcfcrted  Qn  aH  hands.  H?s  uforpation^ 
and  the  iiijiifticc  done  to  his  nephew  and  family,  together 
with  his  noted  infincerity  in  all  his  adioty,  had  render^  hit 
name  a  public  nuifance ;  and  he  was  now  abandoned  even 
by  his  fiiiher-ifl  law  the  duke  of  Fernxra^  who  pretended  that 
lie  durflr  not  difbbnge  the  Venetians.  Sfbrza^  being  thgs 
driven  to  depend  upon  himfelf  alone,  fortified  bis  ft-ontter 
towns  of  AnoHj  Novara^  and  Alejfandria*  ffc  ordered  one 
|Nirtof  his  iarmy^  under  Galea%zo^Sartfeverin9^  to  oppoic  the 
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Arntchf  and  another,  under  the  marquis  ofManttsa,  againft  - 
the  Venetians.  The  Turisy  by  this  time,  had  declared  war 
tgainft  that  republic  j  and  S/hrzat  depending  on  that  diver- 
fion,  was  iiTiprudent  enou^h^  not  only  to  countermand  the 
-fiiareh  of  the  marquis,  but  to  give  him  (om%  perfonai  proves- 
cations,  which  obliged  him  to  leave  his  fervioe.  The  en-- 
treaie  of  the  Venetian  troops  in  the  Brefeian^  Toon  rendered 
him  fenlible  of  his  miftake,  and  he  again  appKad  to  his  father- 
in-law  the  duke  of  Ferrara^  to  make  up  matters  between  him 
and  the  marquis  of  Mantua ;  but  it  was  out  of  the  poorer  of 
that  marquis  now.  to  do  him  any  (eryice.  The  duke  of  Savoy 
had  figoed  a  treaty  with  tbe  Freneb  king,  and  F^f^tcb  troops 
were  daily  pouring  mto  Jtafy.  Lewis^  undcrAandin^  that  7%  c^^^r 
there  was  ftill  a  tampering  between  Sicwxa  and  the  Fhrtn^  cmuimusm 
tinesy  talked  in  Aich  hich  terms  to  the  ambafiadors  of  theLom^- 
latter,  that  he  obliged  the  republic  to  (ign  a  treaty,  by  which  dy, 
fte  engaged  iiot  to  affift  ^rza^  who,  at  the  (ame  time,  was 
difappointed  by  the  king  of  Napks^  whoie  inteneft  it  undioubt- 
ediy  was  to  have  alEAeid  him.  Sforxa  then  endeavoured  to 
tnaite  peace  hetv9ttn  Maximilian  add  the  Swifs,  They  bad  pro- 
mifed  to  affift  him  with  a  large  army ;  and,  to  gain  time, 
he  ordered  Galeauzo  to  pafs  the  Fo  with  fixteen  hundred 
knees,  fifteen  hundred  horfe,  and  ten  thoufand  Jiali^m^  and 
five  hundred  Oerman  foot ;  but  to  keep  upon  tbe  defenfive. 
The  Fremb  army  remfezvpufed  at  ^9  confifting  of  two 
thoufiind  itx  hundred  lances^  five  thoufand  Stvi/sy  four  thou- 
fand Gajconsy  and  four  thoufand  other  Fremby  commanded 
by  JCAubignjy  7rttml%iy  and  Ligm.  Their  fuccefs  vyas  rapid. 
On  the  thirteenth  of  Awuji  they  took  Afeuzo.  Anm  made 
but«  feeble  refiftance,  Va/en^a  was  betrayed  to  them  ;  and 
Oaleamzdy  finding  he  couid  have  no  dependence  upon  his //^/r^i/i 
infantry,  (but  himfelf  up  in  Jleffamkia.  Bafingancy  Vogbitni, 
Caflebmovoy  Ponte  C$ron^y  and  at  lafli  tlie  important  town  and 
citadel  of  T&rtonay  fell  into  tbe  hands  of  the  Frencb,  After 
that,  they  penetrated  imo  the  GbiradadJa.  The  condition  of 
S/msa  was  now  defperate.  He  had,  in  vain,  ei^^voured  to 
retrieve  his  credit  with  the  inhabitants  of  Aftlan  ;  and  he  was 
betrayed  by  his  general  Cajaxzo^  who  went  over  to  tbe  Fremh. 
In  like  manner,  Galeaissu  his  brother  abandoned  Alijffkndria^ 
which  the  French  took  and  plundered ;  and  P&oia  declared 
for  them.  Sforzo  then  refolved  to  retire  with  his  fiimily  to 
Germanyy  after  leaving  a  garrMbn  in  the  caAIe  of  M/ov, 
which,  with  the  city,  opened  its  gates  to  the  Fren4h%  as  did 
Genoa ;  whilfl  Cremona  fubmitted  to  the  VenetioHSi  and  Lewis 
himfelf  took  pofleffion  of  Milan. 
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ami  in  the     PAUL  VITE LLU  during  thofc fucccflcs ofthc  FruiA^ 
Piian.        was  making  war  in   the  Pifan^  where  be  reduced  Cafdna^ 
and  at  Uft  (hut  the  Pifant  up/ within  their  city,  which  was 
befieged  by  Vitelli,    Ptja  was  furrounded  with  a  fingle  but  a 
ftrong  wall,  and  was  formidable  by  the  number  and  courage 
of  its  inhabitants,  whom  prat^ice  had  now  rendered  excel- 
lent foldiers,..  VittUi  played  with  his  cannon  upon  Stampace^ 
one  of  the  optwor)cs,  which  was  defended  by  Gurlino  the 
Pifan  general,  and  fluttered  it  fo,  that  be  took  it  by  ftorm. 
Being  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufapd  foot,  and  a  proportionable 
number  of  horfe,.  he  might  have  taken  the  city  at  the  fame 
time  with,  very  little  lofs;  but  he  unaccountably  flopped  the 
ardour  of  his  troops,  upon  which  the  Pifam  recovered  fronr 
their  confternation,  and  defended  them felves  more  obflinately 
than  ever*     It  was  now  the  end  of  Augufty  and  the  unwhoU 
feme  fitu^tion  of  Pifa  had  filled  the  Florentiui  army  with 
difeafes,   which  cut  fo  many  of  them  off,  that  Fitelli^  appre- 
henfive  of  being  himfelf  attacked,  abandoned  the  fiege,  not^ 
withilanding  all  the  remonflrances  of  the  Pbrentine  officers 
and   foldiers.     This  difappointment  proved  his  ruin.     In  a 
few  days  after  he  was  arrefled  at  Cafcinay  from  whence  he 
Vtell*       ^**  ^^^^  ^^  Floretife  where  he  was  put  to  the  torture.    The 
tmured    ^^^^V^  againft   him  were   various  and   complicated;    but 
mndbe^      perhaps  his  want  of  fuccefs  was  his  gi-eatefl  crime.    Amoogft 
^^^^y^      other  things,   be  was  accufed  of  holding  a  correfpondence 
with  the  Pifam  and  the  Medici  family,  and  of  having  pri- 
vately engaged  himfelf  in  the  Venetian  fcrvice.     He  confefled 
nothing  upon  the  rack,  and  next  day  he  was  beheaded.     The 
Florentine  magiftrates  endeavoured  to  feize  his  brother  ViteU 
lozzo^  who  would  have  undergone  the. fame  fate,  but  by  the 
fidelity  of  his  attendants  he  efcaped  to  Pifa,  where  be  was 
joyfully  received. 
Treaty  he-      After  the  French  king  had  triumphantly  entered  Aftlan^ 
tnuttn        all  the  Italian  flaies,  excepting  the  king  of  Naples^  made  court 
Lewis  and  j^  j^j^j^^  ^^^  ^^  received  the  compliments  of  them  all  more 
rcntines.    favourably  than  he  did  thofe  of  Florence,    Lewis  thought  that 
the  condu3of  the  Florentines  was  timid  and  time-fervingi 
and  they  fcarcely  ever  made. a  poorer  figure  than  they  did  at 
this  period,  being  hated  and  defpifed  by  all  their  neighbourSt 
for  their  temporizing.    Their  enemies  the  Pifans,  on  the 
other  hand,  were  every  where  in  the  higheft  reputation,  for 
the  noble  ftand  they  had  made  in  defence  of  their  liberties : 
and  the  Florentines  met  with  a  fevere  enemy  in  the  perfon  of 
Trhuki,  who  was  in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  fovereignty  of 
Pi/Zr,  where  the  inhabitants  were  ready  for  any  fubjeSion 
but  to  the  Fkrentms.    The  cruel  deaih  whicli  Viullh  whofe 
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reputation  as  an  officer  was  very  high,  had  undergone,  in- 
creafed  the  public  odium  againft  the  Florentines^  and  they 
were  revfled  at  the  French  court,  for  having  unjuftiv  put  to 
death  a  ^neral,  who  was  the  friend  and  confeaerate  of 
France.  Keafons  of  ftate,  however,  iicvoxxxti  tht  Florentines  i 
and  Lewis  confulting  his  intereft  more  than  he  did  the  re« 
fcntments  of  his  courtiers,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  them,  af- 
ter they  had  previoufly  made  him  a  handfome  prefent  in 
money.  The  terms  were,  that  the  king  fhould  affift  them 
againft  all  invaders  with  fix  hundred  lances  and  four  thoufand 
foot;  that  he  ihould  employ  the  lances,  and  a  proportionable 
train  of  artillery,  in  the  recovery,  of  Pifa^  and  of  the  lands 
and  territories  that  had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  Siennefe 
and  the  Lucqutfe,  The  Florentines^  on  the  other  hand,  en- 
gaged to  employ  four  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  three  thou* 
fand  foot,  in  defence  of  his  majefty's  Italian  dominions  \  and 
if  Pifa  was  recovered,  they  were  to  join  the  royal  army  with 
five  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  advance  ^  fifty  thoufand  ducats 
towards  the  niaintenance  of  five  thoufand  Swili  for  three 
months,  befides  repayment  of  thirty-fix  thoufand  ducats  lent 
them  by  Lodovicoy  dedu<S^ing  from  the  (aid  fum  what^^r/Wz/ 
fhould  declare  to  have  been  paid  or  expended  on  his  account. 
Laftly,  that  they  (hould  cle<ft  for  their  captain-general  the 
prefeS  of  Romey  who  was  brother  to  the  cardinal  of  S.  PierOf 
in  Vincola^  at  whofe  inftance  this  demand  was  made. 

This  treaty  between  the  French  king  and  the  Florentines  J^^ftgn  of 
tiad  no  immediate  confequences,  the  It^an  potentates  bav-  *he  pope 
ing  almoft  all  of  them  fcparate  views.     After  the  reduflion  of  ^^  ^^' 
Jmlany  the  pope  prevailed  with  Lewis  to  lend  him  a  body  of-^*' 
troops,  for  the  redudion,  as  he  pretended,  of  the  Romagna  to 
the  holy  fee;  but  in  fadt,  for  ere(!^ing  a  powerful  principa* 
lity  there  in  favour  of  his  fon  Cefar  Borgia^  in  which  he 
partly  fucceeded.    The  Venetians  were  oblised  to  turn  their 
auention  againft  the  Turks^   who  befieged  their  maritime 
towns  in  Greece^  where  it  was  thought  ihey  were  betrayed  by 
their  admiral  Antonio  Grimano.    As  to  the  French  king,  he 
left  the  government  of  the  Milanefe  under  Trwulziy  and  re- 
turned to  France*     Sforza^  and  his  brothfer  the  cardinal  jff^ 
canioy  were  all  this  while  at  Maximilian's  court,  and  fed  with 
magnificent  promifes  of  hb  employing  a  great  army  in  their 
favour.    It  foon  appeared,  however,  that  all  his  intention 
was  to  get  money  from  them ;  on  which  they  refolved  to  ap- 
ply to  another  quarter  for  relief.    They  happened  to  be  fa- 
voured by  the  perpetual  disagreement  betveeen  the  Italian  and 
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Fritiih  manners*  Trivulzi  was  unamiabic  in'  his  cbaraSefi 
and  guiicy  of  fome  cruelties^  whicK  rendered  him  unpopular 
in  Milan.  The  infolence  of  the  French^  in  a  few  weeks,  be- 
came more  odious  to  the  Milanefiy  than  all  the  crimes  and 
oppreffions  of  Sforza  had  ever  been;  and  they  every  day 
made  fecret  applications  for  his  return.  He  accordingly, 
with  the  money  that  was  left  him,  hired  eight  hundred  Swifs 
and  five  hundred  Burgundian  men  at  arms ;  and  returning  to 
the  Milanefe^  notwithfianding  all  the  vigilance  ^TrwulxL^ 
he  and  his  brother  made  themfelves  matters  of  Cuma.  All 
that  Trlvulzi  could  do,  was  to  fend  exprcfles  to  Finia  for  af- 
fiQance,  and  to  recal  the  French  troops  that  were  fcrving  in 
the  Rcmagna.' 
Sforza  r/-  But  the  inhabitants  of  Jl^filan  had,  by  thistime^  heard  of 
ccwrs  thu  S/orzas  fuccefs  at  Como ;  which  gave  them  fuch  fpirits,  that 
Milanefe.  ^))^y  jj^  j^  manner  drove  7r/Wasr  out  of  Mtlan  to  Istovara^ 
where  he  endeavoured  to  make  a  (land,  till  he  could  receive 
reinforcements  omK  oi  France.  Upon  this,  Sforza  and  his  bro- 
ther were  joyfully  received  in  Milan  \  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  Fenetiansy  all  that  duchy  wpuld  have  declared  for  him, 
as  Pifa  and  Parma  ailually  did.  After  Sforza  became  ma- 
iler of  Milany  he  left  no  meafure  untried  for  fecuring  bimfeif 
in  the  pofleHion  of  k.  He  fent  the  biihop  of  Cremona  to  the 
VenetianSy  offering  to  agree  to  any  terms  they  fhould  prc- 
fcribe  for  effecting  a  reconciliation:  but  all  h;s  endeavours 
were  fruitlefs,  they  refufing  to  abandon  their  alliance  with 
France.  The  Genoefe  were  applied  to  in  like  manner ;  but 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  return  under  Sforzds  govcm- 
meot;  and  the  Florentines^  who  certainly  lay  under  great 
obligations  to  him,  refufed  to  pay  him  the  money  he  had  ad^ 
vanced  them  toward?  the  recovery  of  Pifoi  The  marquis  of 
Mantuay  however,  and  the  lords  of  Mirandolay  Carpi^  and 
CorreggiOy  lent  him  fome  men,  and  the  Siennefi  aflifted  him 
with  a  fum  of  money.  He  likewife  received  fome  aids  firom 
other  Italian  princes  \  fo  that  at  laft  he  raifed  a  condderable 
army  of  Swifsy  BurgundianSy  and  Italians^  and  leaving  bis 
brother,  the  cardinal,  tobefiegc  thecaftle  of  ^/tfw,  he  him- 
felf  laid  fief»e  to  Novara  \  the  French  under  Trivulzi  having 
Ihut  themfelves  up  in  Mortara^  which  began  to  be  diflrefled 
for  want  of  provifions.  In  the  mean  while  Ivo  d*  jtUegriy 
who  commanded  the  French  troops  that  were  ferving  in  the 
Romngnay  returned  to  Alcjfandriay  but  the  French  king  had 
taken  lb  little  care  of  his  conquefts  and  troops,  that  the  Swifs 
under  AlUgriy  daily  deferred  to  Sforza  for  want  of  pay.  This 
enabled  him  to  take  the  town  of  Novaray  tho'  the  citadel 
flill  held  out  'y  and  it  is  thought  that  if  Sforw  bad  purfued 
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\\\%  good  fortune,  the  French  mud  have  been  obliged  to  repass 
the  P(?.  .  . 

LEWIES  the  French  king*  ftung with  fo  many  repeated  Hehle- 
SiTgraces,  difpatched  TremQuiUe  with  fix  hundred  lances  for  tr^ed  and 
Italy.     By  the  month  of  Aprily  in  the  year  1500,  he  had  xngi'veriup 
Italy  fifteen  hundred  lances,    ten    thogfaiid   Swifsy    and  (\x  h   hh 
thoufand  French.     The  Swifs  in  S/orza*9  army  now  departed  ^w5fsy&/- 
from  that  honeft  open  charailer  for  which  they  had  ever  been    ^^^'^ 
famous.     The  French^  winking  at  their  defertion  to  S/hrzaj      *  ^^ 
fufFered  many  of  their  offiders  to  go  over,  whom  they  knew    'S^®* 
to  be  attached  to  their  fervice.     As  thofe  officers  had  no 
bbjeft  of  duty  but  money,  they  caballed  with  their  country- 
men in  Sfor%a*s  army;  and  at  laft  a  plot  Was  formed  to  makei 
their  peace  with  the  French  king,   by  deferting  S/hrza.     The 
latter  had  fome  intimation  of  the  confpiracy^  and  ordered 
roui-  hundred  horfe  and  eight  hundred  foot  to  niafch  from 
Ali/an  to  Novay^  as  a  reinforcement  to  his  armjr.  ^  The  con- 
fpirators,  underftandihg  this,  mutinied  for  want  of  pay  i  an4 
o/hrzay  in  order  to  appcafe  themj  had  recourfe  to  the  mcft 
Mq&  {uhtti'ii^onsi  and  made  them  a  prefent  of  all  his  plate^ 
till  money  could  be  brought,  from  MilAn,    The  Swift  offi- 
cers, however,  who  were  in  the  fccrct  of  t.he  confpiracy,  pre- 
vailed with  the  Prcnch  to  prefent  themfejvcs  in  array  before 
Novara^  and  took  rpeafurcs  foi^  cutting  off  all  communicatiort 
between  Sforza  l^d  Milan:    He  had  great  reafon  to  think 
he  was  betrayed^  and  drew  his  army  out  to  fight  the  French; 
but  the  ISwi/i  flatlyrefufcd  to  engage,  pretending  they  could 
hot  fi^hc  againfi  their  own  countrymen;     In  (hortt   though 
Sfotza  dcfcended  to  the  moft  abjed.  entreaties  to  prevail  dpoii 
ihem  to  ftarid  by  hith,  they  continued  in  their  refolution  of 
returning  to  their  own  country  j  and  all  he  could  obtain  was 
a  "chance  for  his  c(ca{>ing  out  of  the  bands  ,of  the  French  in 
the  difguife  of  a  common  Swifs  (bidier.    This  was  the  mi- 
feraWe -expedient  left  to  the  moft  refip^d  politician  of  his  age 
for  fi^f^tj'b.and  it  even  Tailed  him.    While  the  Swifs  werel 
pafHnff  through  the  French  army,  Sfgrta  was  known^  probably 
6cing  betrayed  by  the  Swifs  them(clyes,  and  immediately  put 
under  arreft,  as  were  all  his  friends  and  relations,  who  at- 
tended him  in  the  fame  difguife.     This  humiliating reverfe  of 
fortune  drew  tears  even  from  Sforza*^  enemies.     His  brother 
^fcanio  was  equally  unfortunate:    hearing  of  Sforza\  fatd 
he  abandoned  Milan\  but  in  endeavouring  to  make  his  efcape^ 
be  was  betrayed  in  the  Piacentwcy  and  lent  prifofier  to  Ve* 
nice.     The  French  king  demanded  him  of  the  f^enetianSy  who 
were  mean  enough  to  deliver  him  up,  together  with  all  ihd 
Milaneji  noblemen  of  Sforza's  party,  who  bad  piit  iheth* 

C  c  a  itlvea 


Digitized 


by  Google 


gSS  The  Hiftcry  of  Florence. 

felves  under  their  prote£Hon,  on  a  promife  of  not  being  de- 
livered up.    As  u>  Sforza^  he  was  ^onduAed  to  Lions^  and 
from  thence  fent  prifoner  to  feveral  places  ;  but  at  laft  he  was 
fixed  at  Lochesy  where,  according  to  the  French  hiftorian,  he 
was  treated  with  refpeA ;  and  he  there  lived  for  ten  yean, 
during  the  laft  five  of  which  he  was  allowed  to  walk  abroad, 
within  five  miles  of  the  caftle.    His  brother,  the  cardinal,  was 
confined   at  Bourges.    The  Florentines  were  but  indiredly 
concerned  in  thofe  great  events.    The  emperor  and  the  em* 
pire  of  Germany^  conceived  umbrage  at  the  vaft  fucceflb  of 
the  French  king;  for  which  reafon  he  laid  afide  all  thoughts 
of  carrying  his  arms  into  Naples^  and  inclined  to  give  the 
Florentines  affiftance  towards  recovering  Pifa  and  Pietra  Santa. 
The  Genoefe^y  Siennefe^  and  Lucquefe^  out  of  hatred   to  the 
Florentinesy  tempted  Lewis  with  great  offers  to  lay  afide  his 
defiga;  and  being  feconded  by  TrivukJy  and  fome  of  his 
generals,  he  wis  for  fome  time  in  fufpence.     The  cardinal 
of  Rouen  was  then  at  Mtlan^  and  took  the  part  of  the  Flo* 
rentineSf  who  had,  with  the  utmoft  honour  and  punduality, 
fulfilled  all  their  engagements  with  the  French.    He  there* 
fore  fent  them  a  reinforcement  of  fix  hundred  lances  and  five 
tboufand  Swtp^  with  fome  companies  of  Gafcons^  artillery^ 
and  ammunition,  and  a  further  fupplement  of  two  tl^oufaxid 
Swifs  followed  them.    But  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  French 
mercenaries  defeated  all  the  intentions  of  the  cardinal ;  they 
Mifcondu^  loitered  their  time  away  in  Lombardyy  and  gave  the  Pifans 
of  the       leifure  to  prepare  for  their  defence.  The  Florentines  themfelves 
French^     ^ere  partly  to  blame  for  their  misfortunes ;  for  at  their  recoup 
mendation  Beaumont^  a  Frenchman  of  no  experience  in  mi- 
litary aflfairs,  was  made  general  of  the  Frend>  auxiliaries ;  and 
inftead  of  proceeding  to  the  fiege  of  P//2t,  he  made  war  up- 
•    on  the  marquis  of  Mantua^  Benthoglio  of  Bologna^  and  other 
petty  lords  and  potentates  who  had  favoured  ^rz^7. 
wohopity        The  Pifans  had  made  ViteUozz^^  broths  to  PatdVsteHi^ 
the  Pifans,  their  general,  and  he  put  their  city  in  a  refpedable  pofiure 
of  defence.    Such  was  the  hatred  of  the  inhabitants  to  the 
Fkrentlnesy  that  the  women,  equally  as  the  men,  laboured  up- 
on the  fortifications.    The  inhabitants  even  pafled  a  public 
decree,  putting  tbemfelyes  under  the  French  prote£lion,  and 
declaring  themfelves  French  fubjefb.    This  being  intimated 
to  Beaitmmty  he  demanded  poiFefiion  of  their  city,   which 
they  would  have  granted  him,  had  he  been  empowered  to 
promife,  that  they  (hould  not  again  come  under  fubjedion 
to  the  Florentines.     Beaumont  having  no  inftruftions  on  that 
head,  laid  fiege  to  Pifa^  but  it  was  fo  well  prepared  for  a 
'.  defence,  and.the  Pifans  cxcxefied  Xo  m^ch  resolution,  .that 
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the  befiegen  defpaired  of  fucce($.  The  fiege  fooQ  languiflied ; 
and  bv  an  intercourfe,  not  uncommon  in  thofe  days,  the 
FrencD  became  acquainted  with  the  Pifans^  and  pitied  them, 
as  fuffering  in  the  nobleft  of  caufes  that  of  defending  their 
liberty.  This  compaffion  went  even  to  an  extravagant  length, 
for  not  only  the  Frmch  foldieni,  but  ibme  of  their  officers  of 
the  higheft  rank,  far  from  diftrefling  the  Pifans^  fuffered  their 
auxiliaries  to  enter  their  city ;  and  at  lad,  under  pretence  of 
not  receiving  their  pay,  they  mutinied  againft  their  officers, 
and  broke  up  the  fiege,  leaving  the  few  Florentims  who  had 
joined  them  to  continue  it. 

When  the  French  retired  from  the  fiege  of  Pifa^  the  Pi-  n»ho  takB 
fans  undertook  the  (iese  of  Librafatta  \  which  they  foon  re-  Librafat- 
duced,  as  they  did  Ventura^  ann  feveral  other  p]ace8,  all  of  U. 
|hem  (erving  to  open  a  communication  between  them   and 
Lucca.     The  French  generals,  in  the  mean^while,  carefully 
concealed  from  Lewis  their  own  fcandalous  behaviour,  and 
that  of  their  troops,  but  laid  all  the  blame  upon  the  Fkrm- 
tines^'VfhOf  they  faid,  had  made  an  improper  choice*of  a  gene^ 
ral,  and  had  not  fuppiled  the  French  with  provifions.    Lewis^ 
however,  endeavoured  to  encourage  the  Florentines  to  re* 
afTume  the  fiege  of  Pifa ;  but  they  became  now  fo  diffident 
of  the  French^  that  they  refufed  to  have  aiw  connexions 
with  them,  while  the  Gemefe^  the  Siennefcj  ana  the  Lucquefe^ 
openly  affifted  the  Pifans  both  with  men  and  money. 

Nothing  material  happened,  farther  than  what  we  have  7^  Flo- 
related,  amongft  the  Florentines^  during  the  year  I^OO.  They  rentincs 
were,  through  their  connexions  with  the  French^  very  low  ^^^''^^ 
in  the  efteem  of  all  the  other  Italian  ftates;  and  Lewis^  tho*  "^' 
himfelf  well-intentioned,  was,  by  his  favourites  and  courtiers, 
prevailed  on  to  abandon  them  to  their  fate,  and  to  apply  his 
chief  eflForts  in  favour  of  the  pope,  and  his  fon,  Cefar  Borgia^ 
who  now  made  vaft  progrefs  in  thd  Romagna.    To  complete 
the  misfortune  of  the  Florentines^  they  had  engaged  to  pay 
to  Lewis  the  money  that  they  had  borrowed  from  Sforza, 
But  the  fuccefies  of  Borgia  encouraged  him  to  turn  his  eyes 
towards  the  Florentines^  who  having' now  every  thing  to  dread 
from  his  and  his  father's  ambition,  not  only  failed  in  paying 
Sforza's  debt  to  Lewis^  but  in  difcharging  the  arrears  due  to 
the  Swifs  who  had  been  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Pifa^  which 
Lewis^  rather  than  dlfoblige  the  Swifs^  had  advanced  out  of 
his  own  coffers.     All  this  gave  Lewis  a  very  indifferent  opi- 
nion of  the  Florentines  \  fo  that  he  was,  with  fome  difficult 
ty,  prevailed  upon  to  put  off  the  term  of  payment  for  feme 
time. 
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F^Sihns        The  Florentines^  inftead  of  thinking  on  the  means  of  r«- 
ftMungft    trieving  their  affairs,  fplit  amongfl  themfelves ;  and  the  more 
f ^««^/i/«j.  defperate  their  (ituation  became,  thcjr  divifions  grew  to  the 
greater  height.     The  popular  form  of  government,  which 
had  taken  place  ever  fince  the  expulfion  of  Peter  dc  AfeJidj 
became  now  a  burden  to  them,  and  part  of  them  were  for 
reiloring  the  Medici  family;  others  inclined  to  a  moderate 
ariftocracy;  the  wifer  part  declined  all  concern  in  the  ftaic; 
9|id  none  were  found  who  had  intereft  enough  either  to  re- 
form, or  to  fettle,  the  government.    Lewis ^  the  Premh  king, 
pame  at  laft  to  hold  the  Florentines  in  great  contempt.     He 
fided  upon  the  payment  of  the  money  due  to  him,  and  the 
afBflance  they  had  ftipulated  to  aiFord  him   in  his  Neapolitan 
expedition,   and  being  difappointed  in  both,  he  gave  his  pa- 
tronage to  the  family  of  Medici^  and  entered  gpoii  meafurcs 
for  reftoring  ihem  to  their  influence  ki   Florence.     In  this  he 
vas  fe,conded  by  Cefar  Borgia^  who  equally  ungrateful  as  am- 
bitious, had,  during  his  progicfsin  the  Rcmagna,  been  great- 
ly aflifled  by  the  Florentines',   but  Borgia  being  now  profpcr- 
ous  in  all  his  undertakings,  had  even  thoughts  of  making 
himfclf  mafler  of  Florence.     The  French  king  began  to  djflike 
^is  condutS^,  and  had  prohibited  an  attempt  which  he  had 
formed  againft  fiologna,     Borgia  knew  that  Lewis  was  immc- 
iUrabty  exafpcraied  againfl   the  Florentines;  and  being  fecure 
of  receiving  no  check  from  him  on  their  account,  he  actually 
invaded  their  dominions  with  five  or  fbc  thoufand  men,  under 
pretence  of  demanding  a  paflTage  through  them.     Bu(  with- 
out waiting  for  any  anfwer  to  this  demand,  he  prccerded  iq 
his  march  as  far  as  Barbarino^  a  market  town,  and  the  ori- 
ginal place  of  the  Barharino  family  ;  where,  tho'  he  had  no 
artillery  with  him,  and  though  his  army  was  in  a  miferable 
condition,  be  altered  his  ftrain,  and  in  the  (lile  of  a  fovereign 
prince,  he  demanded  of  the  Florentines  that  they  would  en- 
ter into  a  treaty  with  him,  and  not  only  give  him  a  fubfidy 
according  to  his  ranlc  and  dignhy,  but  alter  the  form  of  their 
government  to  his  liking.     To  give  the  greater  weight  to  this 
demand,    he   had   ordered   Peter  de  Medici^  FiieUozzOy   the 
OrJinU  and  other  declared  enemies  of  the  Florentines^  to  lie 
on  the  borders  of  Tujcany, 
faulted  ty     BORGIAh^^  no  ferious  intention  of  fcrving  the  Medici 
Cefar         family;  but  according  to  Guicciardini  ^^  he  even  indulged  a 
Jprgia.      private    refentment    he  had    for    the  FlorerMneSy    and    ad- 
vaaced  within  fix  miles  of  their  city  with  his   army.     Be- 
ing   ucubtful  of    the  French,    be   there  fiopped  and     re« 
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ncwcd  bis  dcmandi  upon  the  Fbrentinis^  who  were  in  no  con- 
dition to  difpute  them.  A  con^^ention  was  accordingly  en- 
tered into  between  them  and  Borgia^  by  which  he  pro- 
mifed  to  give  no  affiftance  to  the  Pijhns ;  and  they  agreed 
not  to  oppofe  his  defigns  upon  Piombinoy  or  the  other  Oates 
he  intended  to  fubdue.  The  Florentines  were  likewife  obliged 
to  pay  him  a  fubfidy  of  thirty-fix  thoufand  ducats  yearly^  on 
condition  of  his  keeping  three  hundred  men  at  arms,  always 
in  readtnefs  for  their  fcrvice.  The  more  compliant  the  Flo* 
rentines  were,  Borgia  grew  the  more  infolent:  be  treated 
their  country  as  that  of  an  enemy,  and  rofe  exorbitantly  in 
bis  demands. 

Few  readers  who  are  acquainted  with  hiftory,  are  Igno-  ivho  k 
rant  of  the  charadlcr  of  Cefar  Borgia  i  and  it  fcems  not  to  checked  By 
have  been  unknown  to  the  French  of  thofe  days.  Tho'  Lewis  Lewis, 
both  hated  and  dcfpifed  the  Florentines^  yet  he  was  fo  for 
from  approving  o(  Borgia^ s  infolence  tovtrards  them,  that  he 
fent  orders  to  LfJubigny.  his  general  in  Lowhardyy  to  drive 
him  out  of  Tufcany^  if  he  did  not  retire  of  hin^felf.  Borgia 
was  intunidated  by  this  threat,  and  ordere4  the  Pifans  to 
abandon  the  fiege  of  Ripomaranci^  z  place  belonging  to  the 
Florentines^  which  he  had  encouraged  them  to  undertake. 
But  the  fyft»:m  of  pow«r  in  Italy'wzs  at  this  time  intirely  over- 
turned. Ferdinand  tb4  Catholic^  king  of  Spaifh  the  mod  politic 
prince  of  his  age,  bad  formed  a  treaty  of  partition  of  the  king- 
dom of  Naples^  unknown  to  Federi^Oj  who  depended  upon 
the  affiftance  of  Gonfaho^  the  S'^/t^/)!^  general,  who  in  hiftory 
is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Great  Captain.  Tht  French 
troops  entered  Naples^  and  then  the  French  and  Spanijh  ambaf-  ^ 

fadors,  by  command  of  their  mafter^,  publiihed  at  the  court 
«>f  Rome  the  -treaty  of  partition  which  had  been  concluded, 
and  obliged  his  holinefs  to  give  them  inveftitures  according  to 
its  articles,  under  pretence  that,  when  the  partition  took 
pla«e,  they  ihould  be  enabled  to  ad  with  greater  effect  againft 
the  infidels.  It  is  certain,  that  in  this  partition  Lewis  was 
outwitted  by  Ferdinand.  Federigo  had  offered  to  put  himfelf 
and  his  kingdom  under  the  protefiion  of  France  \  but  Lewis 
vainly  imagined  that  he  might,  by  his  treaty  with  Ferdinand^ 
become  quiet  pofie(lbr  of  half  the  kingdom  oi  Naples.  The 
infamy,  however,  fell  moft  heavily  dpon  Ferdinand,  It  is 
true  that  Federigo  was  defcended  of  a  baftard  line;  but  Fer^ 
dinand  had  all  along  promifed  to  fupport  and  affift  him.  Fer^ 
dinand  bad  nothing  to  plead  in  his  own  behalf,  but  that 
FsderigOy  unknown  to  him,  was  negotiating  an  alliance  with 
France^  which,  had  it  taken  place,  muft  have  endangered  bis 
lungdom  of  AVfi^i  and  ihzt  FederigOy  bei<)g  of  an  illegitimate 
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jfairs  of  f^^l^f  ^^^^  >"  ^^  Ao  "gl^  to  the  kingdom  ot  Ns^.    It 
I^plei •     ^'^^^  Tome  time  before  Fedgrigi  codd  be  brought  to  believe  he 
had  been  betrayed ;  but  the  inarch  of  iAukiptj  the  Frif¥h  ge* 
neral,  and  his  belieging  Capua^  which  he  took  and  facked^ 
foon  undeceived  bint.    It  is  well  known,  that  the  French  and 
Spaniards  fucceeded  in  their  defigns  againft  NapU$.     The 
Florentimsy  in  a  fitof  defpair,  applied  to  the  cardinal  of  J^Mtfn 
for  making  the  French  king  their  friend  \  but,  inftead  of  that, 
he  gave  up  to  the  Lucquefe^  for  a  Aim  of  money,  Pietra  Sania 
znaMutrene.    He  likewife  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the 
Siennefe^  the  Lucquefe^  and  the  Pijans,  for  reftoring  the  family 
of  Medici  to  their  power  in  Florence.    But  money  being  ha 
only  objed,  the  negociatioo  came  to  nothings  as  foon  as  be 
perceived  thofe  ftates  were  unable  to  advance  it.    This  year 
'  neither  the  Florentines  nor  Pifans  were  able  to  beftir  them- 
felves,  the  great  powers  on  which  each  depended  being  intent 
on  other  objefts ;  but  in  the  year  1502,  hoftilities  were  re- 
newed between  them.    The  Florentines  had  taken  advantage 
of3ffl;r/;m7/Vwi'sjealoufyof  ihe-Fr^nf*,  to  make  fome  advances 
towards  a  treaty  with  him ;  and  Letvis  was  fo  apptehenfiveof 
the  confequences,  that  he  began  to  talk  in  a  very  moderate 
ftrain  to  the  Florentines^  fo  that,  at  laft,  a  treaty  was  concluded 
Treaty       between  them.    The  terms,  according  toGuicciardieu\  weret 
SeMveem     cc  Xhat  the  king,  on  receiving  them  into  his  protefliont 
Lewi$  aHd  44  (hould  be  bound,  for  three  years  next  enfuing,  to  dcfcod 
/A/Floren-  44  jh^jn  ^j^h  an  armed  force,  at  his  own  coft,  againft  any 
^^*         ♦<  power  that  Ihould,  either  dircdly  or  indircaiy,  attad^ 
^*  them  in  the  dominions  of  which  they  were  then  in  pofief* 
<<  fion :   that  the  Florentines  (hould  be  obliged,  in  the  (aid 
*^  fpace  of  three  years,  to  pav  each  year  the  third  part  of  ooe 
<<  hundred  and  twenty  thou^nd  ducats :  that  all  other  capi- 
•*  tulations  made  between  them,  together  with  the  obligations 
♦*  depending  on  them,  (hould  be  ni|ll  and  void :  that  the  Fhf 
**  rentines  would  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  by  force  of  arms 
*^  againft  the  Pifans^  and  all  other  invaders  of  their  ftate.** 

This  treaty  gave  frefh  fpirits  to  the  Florentines^  and  ihqr 

rcfumcd  their  war  againft  the  Pifans.     Experience,  by  this 

The  Pifan  time,  had  taught  them  the  inutility  of  endeavouring  to  reduce 

'war  r*.     Pifa  by  force  of  arms  ;  and  they  therefore  made  difpofiiiooi 

nenved.       for  taking  Vico  Pifanoy  and  blockading  Pifa  itfelf,  in  fuch  a 

manner  as  to  compel  it  to  funrender  by  famine.    Maxiniia»% 

out  of  hatred  and  jeabufy  towards  the  French  king;,  now  took 

the  part  of  the  Ptfans ;  and  the  fadion  of  the  Medici  was  b 

ftrong,  that  every  day  produced  tumults  in  their  favour.   G%' 
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gMm  JiPMii  was  then  the  Florentine  governor  in  Jnzxdi 
where  f^ulhxzo^  the  implacable  enemy  of  the  Floreniinesy  on 
account  (^  his  brother,  had  a  ftrong  party.  The  governor 
bad  an  intimation  of  a  confpiracy  againft  him ;  but  negleded 
it  fo  much,  that  the  ifr^ziimj,  who  now  hated  thcFbrin' 
tlniSy  broke  out  into  open  rebellion,,  imprifoned  the  governor} 
toolp  poQcffion  of  the  city,  and  forced  the  Florentines  to  be-  . 
take  themfelves  to  the  citadel.  Ail  this  was  done  with  fo 
much  rapidity,  that  Vitellozzo  had  only  leifure  to  throw  a  few 
troops  into  Jrezzo^  for  blockading  the  citadel.  The  Floreh" 
tine  army,  at  this  time,  were  beueging  Vico  Pifmo ;  and  the 
wifeft  citizens  gave  it  ^  their  opinion,  that  it  ought  to  march 
to  ArexzOi  preferably  to  all  other  fervioes ;  but  the  introduc- 
tion of  low-bred  mechanics  into  the  principal  polls  of  the  go- 
vernment, rendered  the  ^V^/a^^  deaf  to  all  public  counfel ; 
and  ViteUo%z9y  marching  with  a  freih  risinforcement  to  Arevs^y 
blocked  up  the  citadel  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  garrifon  Arezzo] 
could  receive  no  provifion^,  fo  that  it  was  oblired  to  fiirrender  kfi 
by  capitulation.  By  the  terms  of  it,  the  bimop  of  Arezxoj 
who  had  (hut  himfelf  up  in  the  citadel,  and  eight  other  Flo^ 
rentinesy  were  to  be  detained  prifoners,  and  exchanged  for  the 
Jrezzians  yifho  had  been  imprifoned  at  Florence. 

The  Florentines  were  under  th^  greater  confternation  at  the 
lofs  of  ^r^zs^,  as  they  imagined  tnat  it  had,  beeneffb&ed  by  fyttiFloi 
the  contrivance  of  the  pope  and  his  Ion  Coffar  Borgia,  They  rendnes» 
had  no  recourfe,  being  now  deftitute  both  of  men  and  money^ 
but  to  the  French  king ;  to  whom  they  reprefented  the  danger 
of  the  increafe  of  the  papal  power  in  Itafy^  and  the  neceffity 
he  was  tmder,  both  for  his  intereft  and  honour,  to  take  Flo^ 
rence  into  his  protedion,  Lems^  who  had  long  difliked  the 
proceedings  of  the  pope  and  his  fon,  and  who  had  now  broken 
with  the  king  of  Spain  about  the  partition  of  Aii^ilfx,  ordered 
his  general  Chaumont  to  march  with  a  ftroAg  detachment  to  the 
afliftance  of  the  Florentines ;  and  fent  commands  to  Vttellozzoj 
the  Orfimy  Borgia^  and  other  enemies  of  the  Florentines^  upon 
pain  of  his  difpleafure,  to  defift  from  all  hoQilities  againft 
them.  This-  order  was  complied  with ;  but  Borgia,  in  the 
mean  while,  after  a  train  of  treacherous  and  inhuman  mea* 
fures,  took  poiTeffion  of  the  dutchy  of  UrUno;  and  then  deli- 
berated, as  he  was  now  very  ftrong,  upon  attacking  the  Fb^ 
rentinesy  in  defiance  of  the  French  king.  Prudential  confi- 
derations,  however,  reftraineS  him  from  that;  and  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  amufing  the  Florentines  by  a  negotiation, 
and  fufFering  their  enemy  f^itillozzo  to  take  the  citadel  of 
ArtTOUfi  and  many  other  places  belonging  to  the  Florentines  in 
(he  neighbourhood.    £ven  Cortona  fell  into  his  hands  \  for  the 
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Florentines  were  now  fo  weak,  that  they  were  unable  to  bring 
an  army  into  the  fidd  ;  and  the  prefence  of  Peter  de  Medici 
in  his  army,  made  the  fubjeds  of  Florence^  without  its  gates, 
confider  all  who  oppoled  him  as  fo  many  rebels. 

Had  f^ttelloz!Z9  marched  into  the  Ca/antine^  after  fiich  a 

neir  ion-  train  of  fuccefles,  he  might  have  endangered  FUrena  itfelf. 

gir,  Inftead  of  that,  he  reduced  Anghiari  and  Borgo  5.  Sepoichrc. 

From  thence  he  marched  into  the  Cafantine :  but  by  this  time 
two  hundred  French  lances,  under  Imbault^  had  arrive^)  in  the 
Flerentlne  teriitory;  the  dread  of  whom  obliged  ViteUoxzo  to 
abandon  his  defign  upon  the  Cafantine.  h  reinforcement  of 
two  hundred  other  French  lances  arr-iving,  the  Florentines  af- 
fembled  an  army  of  three  thoufand  foot,  and  forced  ViteUovzjo 
to  retire  under  the  walls  oi  Arezzo,  The  face  of  affairs  was 
now  greatly  alrered  in  favour  of  the  Florentines,  Moft  of  Vt" 
tellozizo'%  confederates  drew  off,  to  fecure  their  own  countries 
againft  Borgia^  and  the  French  king  was  now  arrived  at  Ajli ; 
from  whence  he  detached  his  general,  Louis  de  la  Tremouille^ 
with  a  large  body  of  troops,  to  affift  the  Florentines  in  reco* 
vering  ArezzOy  and  iq  oppofing  the  progrefs  of  the.  papal 
power ;  a  fervice  which  he  $]ec!ared  to  bcf  a$  meritorious  zsk 
that  of  fighting  againft  the  infidels. 

Fie'ws  of      The  pope  and  his  fon,  knowing  that  they  were  no  matcH 

tkefope.  for  the^r/;s^  king,  difclaimed  having  any  hand  in  the  revolt 
of  jtrezzo^  and  threatened  f^itelloxzo  with  their  difpleafure,  if 
he  did  not  abandon  it.  He  chofe  a  middle  courfe ;  and,  ta 
the  great  difappointment  of  the  Florentinesy  he  gave  Jrezxa^ 
and  the  other  places  he  had  taken  firom  them,  into  the  hands 
of  Ifnbault  the  French  general,  who,  by  order  of  the  French 
king,  immediately  reflored  them  to  the  Florentines.  Though 
this  agreeable  event  coft  the  Florentines  money,  yet  it  gave 
them  fuch  a  fenfeof  their  own  imponance,  that  they  refolved 
to  new-model  the  form  of  their  government,  that  they  might, 
if  poHible,  revive  a  public  fpirit  in  their  commonwealth.  But 
the  difadvamages  they  experienced  from  their  popular  method 
of  government,  and  their  prepofTeffions  in  its  favour  were  fo 
equally  ballanced,  that  they  could  agree  only  up6n  one  alte^ 
ration,  which  was,  that  of  making  the  gonfalonier  an  officer 
during  life.  Peter  Soderinl,  an  unexceptionable  perfon,  was 
unanimoufly  chofen  to  fill  that  high  office.  When  the  French 
king  arrived  at  >^/,  his  minider,  the  cardinal  of  Rouen^  fe^ 
conJcd  the  arts  ef  the  pope  fo  efFc^ftually',  that  they  were  re- 
conciled together,  to  prevent  the  jundlion  of  his  holinefs  with 
Maximilian,  This  negociation  was  kept  fo  fecret,  that  all 
Italy  was  amazed  at  feeing  Borgia  received  by  the  French  king 
with  open  arms  at  Milan,  and  at  bis  majeuy^s  recalling  his 
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trbops  from  Tufcany^  in  order  to  employ  ihciti  in  Naples^  g%^ 
where  he  was  every  where  vidorious,  and  obliged  the  Spanijb  French 
general  Gdnfaho  to  Ibut  himfelf  up  in  Barletta.     Lewis  was  again  in* 
even  fo  wealc,  that,  by  the  advice  of  the  cardinal  of  Rouin^  vai/e Italy. 
who  afpired  to  the  popedom,  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy,  he  entered 
into  clofer  comie6tions  than  ever  with  the  pope  and  Borgia^ 
who  perfifted  in  difclainfiing  all  the  proceedings  of  Vitellozzo 
againft  the  FbrenUnes.    This  gave  great  umbrae  to  the  Flo- 
nntineiy  and  all  the  other  ftates  of  Itafy  j  and  they  endeavoured 
to  take  the  marquis  of  Mantua  into,  their  pay ;  but  in  this 
they  were  oppofed  by  the  French  king,  as  well  as  by  the  pope 
and  Borgia,     The  two  latter  became  now  fo  infolent,  on  the 
favour  of  Lewisy  that  they  made  no  fecret  of  their  enmity  to. 
the  Florentines^  and  even  repented  thedifclaiming  their  having 
had  any  hand  in  the  revolt  of  jlrezzo.    Their  influence  over 
Lewis  was  fuch,  that  he  permitted  them  to  make  an  attempt 
upon  Bologna^  though  he  had  before  declared  that  be  would 
maintain  the  Bentivoglio  family  there.     The  Florentines  were 
at  this  time  fo  inconfiderable,  as  to  defpair  of  doing  any  fervice 
by  their  rfemoiiftrances.    But  the  Venetians  infifted,  with  great 
iirmnefs,  upon  the  miflaken  policy  of  L(wis  in  aggrandizing 
the  pope  and  his  family. 

Those  reprefentations  gave  courage  to  the  lefler  Italian  Confederal 
princes.     Pagoh  Orjini^  Vitellozzo^  Gian  Pagolo  Bagtione^  Li^  cy  amongfi 
verotto  da  Fermo^  Giovanni  BentivogUo^  and  others,  feeing  their  the  Italian 
/eftates,  which  they  had  fo  long  poflefled  as  fiefs,  ready  to  fall/^^^' 
a  facrifice  to  the  ambition  of  the  pope  and  his  fon,  withdrew  ^g^^fi  '^^ 
themfelves  firom  their  fervicei  and  entered  into  a  confederacy  ^^-^  ^"^ 
for  their  mutual  defence  againft  Borgia ;  but  they  avoided,  as  ^^''S*^* 
much  as  poffible,  to  give  any  umbrage  to  \\\t  French  king.  To 
bring  the  Florentines  into  their  alliance,  they  oflFered,  by  means 
of  Pandolfo  Petrucci^  to  reftore  them  to  the  poflTeffion  of  Pi/a ; 
but  the  Florentines  declined  the  propofal,  for  fear  of  difobliging 
the  French  king,  who  flill  continued  to  be  attached  to  the 
pope^     This  cifconcerted  all  the  meafures  of  the  confederates, 
and,  one  after  pother,  they  made  their  peace  with  his  holi- 
jiefs  and  Borgia.    But  that  monfter,  in  defiance  of  the  moft 
folemn  engagements,  having  decoyed  four  of  the  principal 
confederates,  Pagolo  Orfeni^  the  duke  of  Gravina^  Vitellozzo^ 
and  Liverotto  da  Fermo^  into  his  power,  he  put  Vitellozzo  and 
Liverotto  da  Fermo  to  death,    and  made  the  others  pri- 
foners. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1503,  his  holinefs  and  bis 
fon,  in  like  manner,  decoyea  into  their  power  cardinal  Or- 
Jino  and  almoft  all  his  family,  whom  they  either  put  to  death 
or  imprilpned  $  and  in  all  their  proceedings  they  continued  to 
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behave  with  fiidi  infolence  and  cruelty,  that  the  French  king 
became  once  more  jealous  of  tbent ;  and  a  league  of  mutual 
offence  and  defence  was  for^oed  amongft  the  Flormims^  the 
Siiwufe^  and  the  Bobgnefe,  againft  the  pope  and  his  family. 
By  this  league,  of  which  the  French  kine  was  the  guarantee, 
Jkfante  Puktano  was  to  be  refiored  to  the  Florentines ;  and  Pan^ 
dolfo  Petrucci  was  reftored  to  Sienna^  from  whence  he  had 
bmi  expelled  by  Borgia.  This  return  of  the  favour  of  Lewis 
was  the  lefs  ufeful  to  the  Florentines^  on  account  of  the  de- 
clining ftate  of  their  affairs  in  Naples^  where  the  war  was 
carried  on  in  a  romantic  ounner ;  and  even  the  Swifs  begao 
to  lofe  their  refped  for  the  French  king,  who  now  thought  of 
nothing  but  withdrawing  with  honour,  from  bis  Neapolitan  f  x« 
pedition. 
W*  Flo-  Thb  Florentines^  all  this  while,  were  intent  upon  the  reco- 
icmines  very  of  Pifa^  and  had  taken  into  their  fervice  the  bailiff*  of 
jotu  the  Qj^^  ^  French  officer  of  xeputation,  who  took  f^ico  Pifiino 
f  rendi.  f^.^^  ^^  Pifans^  and  foon  after  Verrucola^  a  pafs  of  great  im- 
portance towards  the  conqueft  of  ^ifa  itfelf^  The  lofs  of 
thofe  two  places  were  extremely  mortifying  to  the  Pifans^  who 
were  now  abandoned  by  all  their  allies,  and  had  nothing  to 
«  fupport  them  but  their  irreconciieable  averfion  towards  the 
Florentines,  Jealoufy,  however,  operated  in  their  favour. 
The  Genoefe  and  Lucquefcy  confcious  that  they  had  no  favour 
tp  exped  from  the  Florentines^  gave  them  affiftance;  and 
Borgia  himfelf,  encouraged  by  the  ruin  of  the  Frendt  io 
Naples^  privately  affifted  them,  in  hopes  of  becoming  their 
fovereign.  Pandelfo  Petrucci  likewife  entered  into  intrigues 
asainft  the  Florentines^  vwho  infifted  upon  the  reftitution  of 
Sfonte  Pukianoy  previous  to  all  other  coniiderations.  Lewis 
made  a  frefh  irruption  into  Jtafyj  in  which  he  was  affifted  by 
the  Florentines^  and  the  other  ftatesof  Tujcany\  and,  by  in- 
tercepted letters,  it  was  difcovered  that  Borgia^  and  Gonjahjo^ 
the  tipanijh  general  in  Naples^  had  entered  into  engagements 
for  making  the  former,  fovereign  of  Pifa^  and  for  defeating 
all  the  hopes  of  the  French  in  Italy.  The  preparations  of 
Lewis  were  fo  formidable,  that  they  durft  not  carry  thofe 
engagements  immediately  into  execution-;  and,  after  va- 
rious negociations,  the  pope  agreed  to  remain  neutral  as  to 
all  difputes  m  Tufcany ;  and  at  the  fame  time  Borgia  con* 
fented  to  affiff  the  French  with  a  body  of  troops.  But  thofe 
engagements  were  all  deceitful,  on  the  part  of  his  hplineft 
and  his  fon,  whofe  real  intention  was  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution their  views  upon  Tufiany^  as  foon  as  the  French 
army  was  engaged  in  Naples,  Their  treachery  was  dip- 
appointed 
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appointed  by  the  death  of  the  pope,   which,  according  to  Death  of 
the  authorities  of   the  beft  hifiorians,    was  occafloned  by /^^  Alex* 
his  cafually  drinking  part  of  a  poifoned  bottle  of  wine  he  ander* 
had  prepared  to  be    adminiftered    to  fome    rich    cardinals 
who  were  to  fup  with  him  ( A ).      His  fon  Cafar  Bor- 
gia drunk  of  the  fame  bottle,  and  narrowly  cfcaped  with  his 
Jife.    The  confufion  that  happened  in  Rome  upon  the  death 
of  pope  Alexander  VI.  who,  notwithdanding  his  crimes,  was 
one  of  the  greateft  men  that  ever  filled  the  papal  throne,  is 
inexprcflBWe.     At  laft,  ihe  cardinals  fij^ed  upon  Frandfco  Pic* 
colominij  cardinal  of  Sierwa^  to  be  pope.     He  lived  but  twenty- 
&c  days  after  his  eledion,  and  was  fucceeded  by  the  cardinal 
of  St.  Piero  in  Vincolay  the  moft  turbulent  fpirit  of  his  age, 
who  affumed  the  name  of  Julius  II.    The  ambition  of  the 
Venetians  at  this  time,  led  them  to  attack  Faenzay   and  the 
Faventines  had  recourfe  ftrft  to  the  pope,  who  refufed  to  de- 
fend them,  and  then  to  the  Florentines^  who,  at  firft,  fent  them 
fome  aiEftance,  but  foon  after  withdrew  it,  dreading  the  ^^r- 
netian  power,  which  was  fo^great  at  this  time,   that  they 
made  flight  both  of  the  pope  and  the  French  king,  who  had 
charged  them  to  defift  from  attacking  Faenza^  which  be- 
longed  to  Cafar  Borgia.    Notwithftanding  this,    tlfey  not 
only  took  the  place,  but  dripped  him  of  moft  of  bis  pofief- 
(ions  in  the  Romagna.    He  was  an  eminent  inftance  of  the 
vanity  of  human  politics.    He  ufed  to  boaft,  that  he  had 
omitted  no  precaution  to  fecure  bimfelf  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  eftates  he  had  acquired,  only  he  had  not  forefeen  that  fa^ 
might  be  taken  ill  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  which 
was  the  cafe.     As  he  was  umverfally  detefted,  the  pope  fi- 
niihed  his  ruin,  which  the  Venetians  had  begun.     All  his 
eftates  reverted  either  to  them  or  to  the  church ;  and  the  remains 
of  his  miferable  army  at  laft  took  refuse  in  the  Florentine  ter- 
ritory, where  they  were  difarmed  and  ftrippcd. 

The  French  army,  at  this  time,  were  totally  defeated  in  The 
Naples  by  Gonfahoy  who  fecured  all  that  kingdom  to  the  French  4&<« 
king  of  Sj^tfi«.    Peter  de  Medici^  who  had  followed  the  for-feated  in 

Naples* 

(A)  This  is  the  jiccoont  givfen  credibility  that  can  be  required. 
by  the  beft  cotemporary  >bifk>-  To  mention  no  other,  the  ilU 
rians,  fome  of  wbom  were  upon  neft  of  Ca/mr  Borgia  at  the 
the  fpo^  and  we  can  fcarce  be-  fame  time,  and  tom  the  fanle 
lieve  them  to  have  been  mifta-  caafe,  has  never  been  difpated, 
ken  or  mi£aformed.  Foltaire  and  is  allowed  to  have  been  the 
thinks  it  to  be  improbable;  but  reafon  of  the  ruin  that  after- 
notwithftanding  the  romantic  wards  befel  himfelf  aad  his 
circumilances  attending  it,  it  fortunes* 
has  all  the  marks  of  hiftorical 
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tunes  of/r^f^,  was  drowned  in  endeavouring  to  pals  tK 
Qarigl'iano  in  a  boat ;    and  Cafar  Borgia^  after  experiencing 
'  great  viciffiludes.of  fortune^  was  arretted  by  Gonfah$y  and 

^'  ^'     lent  prifoner  to  ^paih.     In  the  year  I J04,  Gcnfalvo  having 
'5^4*     flaclcened  the  proCscuiion  of  his  vidiories  over  the  French^  the 
/7(?r^;i////^j  obtained  fome  little  refpite  ;    but  were  foon  after 
threatened  with  an   invalion  by  the  friends  of  the  Mtiiici  fa- 
mily, who  were  ftill  numerous  and  powerful.    It  appeared, 
however,  that  the  Spaniards^  who  were  every  where  vi9o- 
rious,  intended  to  give  thedi  no  difturbante  ;  which  encour- 
aged them  in  the  fummer  of  that  year  to  take  into  their  pay 
iGian  Pagolo  JSnglione^  with  fome  other  Italian  foldiers  of  for- 
tune, and  to  renew  the  v^ar  with  the  Pifans:     They  accord- 
itiglv  entered  that  territory  with  ^  great  army,  and  laid  it 
wafte.     It  was  expected,  that,  being  (till  in  friendihip  with 
ihc  French  king<  Gonfalvo  would  have  given  them  fome  trou- 
ble ;  but  both  parties  proved  tradable  on  that  head,  and  en- 
tered iritd  a  kind  of  a  coitipromife,  by  which  the  Florentintt 
engaged  not  to  aflift  the  French  king  if  he  (bould  again  at- 
tack Naples^  while  Gonfaho  ^z%  not  to  molert  them  in  iht 
country  oi  Pifoy  uhlefs  they  undertbok  the  fiege  of  that  city 
while  they  Continued  in  friendfhip  with  France.     The  Fknn' 
tines  purfucd  their  advantages,  and  took  Lilrafatta  after  aflioft 
refiftance,  together  with   a  great   number  of  places  in  the 
,        neighbourhood  of  Pifa  itfelf.     Notwithftanding  their  cotn- 
Pifa  c.C'      prcmife  wii^  Gonfalvo^  they  would  ^ave  even  taken  that  cit)V 
^^^•a   U  ^^^   ^^  "^^  ^^^"  luccoured  by  the  Genufe  and  the  Ltufiteji' 
p4^'y       Giacctr/uiiy  the  Florentine  general,  upon  this  invaded  the  ler- 
tines^  "      ^'^o^'y  of  Lucca^  which  he  laid  wafie;    and  the  Lucquc/e  com- 
plained  of  biin  to  the /r^/y^A  king,  wno  gave  them  no  falif-  , 
fi^ion  j'fo  that  Pi/a  was  ftill  in  imminent  danger  from  the 
JFhrentifies.     Gonfaho  perceiving  this,  fctjt  one  of  his  officers, 
Rlmeri  della  Sajjctta^  with  two  hundred  horfe,  to  Pifay  ini© 
which  the  Genoefe^  at  the  fame    time,  threw  one  ihoufand 
loot.     One  Bardilla^  o( Porto  Venere^-z  famous  corfair,  en- 
tered likewife  into  the  P^«  fervicey  on  affufance  pi  being 
paid  by  the  Genoefe  and  theirconfedcratcs-i  and  fupplied  l1i«n 
with  proviftons,  at  a  lime  when  they  were  threatened  w'»^ 
tamirie,  by  keeping  a  galloon  and  fome  brigantines  for  iH*^ 
purpofc.     The  Florentines^  whofc  great  ho|:>cs   of  reducing 
Pifa  depended  on  its  want  of.provrfions,upon  this,  birdd  thtcj 
Jight  gailies  c(  Federigo  i  and  theft  failing  id  Leghorn^  oblige 
Bardella  to  ke€p  to  fea.     Notwithftanding  this,  he  ftill  iom 
means  to  fupply  the  Pifans  with  proviftons.    The  Florenttncjj 
on  the  other  hand,  omitted  no  cxpencc  fot  obtaining  theij 
darling  end  of  retaking  Pifa,  and  deftroycd  the  barveft  ^ 
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teund  that  city  with  the  moft  unrelenting  fury.  Thcv,  it 
the  fame  time,  entered  upon  a  moft  expenfivc  undertakings 
that  of  diverting  the  courfe  of  the  jirno  five  miles  from  Pijat 
and  carrying  it  by  a  new  channel  into  the  ftanding  waters 
between  that  city  and  Leghorn^  But  this  projed,  after  vaft 
fums  of  money  had  be^n  expended  upon  it,  proved  impracti- 
cable, becaufe  the  bed  of  the  lalse,  into  which  the  waters 
were  to  be  difcharged,  was  higher  than  the  channel  of  the 
:/lrno.  , 

This  was  not  the  only  misfortune  that  feefel  the  Florm-  ^^^  ^^^ 
iinei  this  year.  T^^^y  had  ordered  the  gallies  they  had  hired,  unfi^ctj't^ 
to  feize  upon  a  fhip  laden  for  the  Pijam  with  corn  at  V'tlla^ful. 
franca  \  but  on  their  return  they  were  wrecked  oS  Repalle^ 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  the  men  were  faved.  The  Floren- 
tines^ being  thus  difappointed  in  all  their  attempts  to  recover 
Pifa  by  force,  refolvcd  to  try  what  they  could  do  by  ads  of 
humanity.  A  law  paiTed  in  Florence^  that  every  Pifan  who 
ihould,  in  a  certain  time,  live  in  his  own  houfe,  and  upon 
his  own  eftate  in  that  territory,  (hould  be  forgiven  all  ofr 
fences  againft  the  ftate.  This  expedient  turned  out  to  the 
difadyantage  of  the  Florentines^  becaufe  it  relieved  Pifa  from 
a  great  many  ufelefs  mouths,  which  bad  chiefly  occafioned 
the  fcarcity  of  provfions  in  that  city.  The  extreme  poverty 
of  the  Pifans^  however,  was  (uch,  that  their  allies,  efpecially 
the  Lucquefe  and  Petrucci  ofSienna,  tired  of  fupporting  them 
longer,  perfuaded  them  to  offer  the  fovcreignty  of  their  city 
to  the  Genoefe,  and  propofed  to  contribute  towards  the  de- 
fence of  it  for  three  years.  A  great  party  in  Genoa  wzs 
againft  accepting  this  propofal ; ,  but  a  majority  was  fbr  it^ 
and  application  was  made  (o  the  French  king  for  leave  {^ 
embrace  it,  Genoa  being  at  that  time  in  his  fubjedion.  But 
^otwiihftanding  all  the  plaiifible  arguments  urged  in  fi^ivour 
of  the  propofal,  Le^is  exprefly  commanded  the  Genoefe  to 
Tejeft  the  offer,  but  without  enjoining  them  not  to  aflUt  the 
Pifani. 

ThJ  death  of/v^irjj5  king  of  JSZ-o^/fx,  and  that  oi Ifabella  jttfratiotu 
of  Cqftilej  the  wife  of  Ferdinand  king  o^ Spain ^  created  great  i«  Italy, 
alterations  in  the  fyftem  of  power  in  Italy.    There  was,  how-     A.  t). 
fever,  a  total  ceflation  of  war  there  in  the  beginning  of  the     1505. 
year  1505,  excepting  between  the  Pifans  and  Florentines^ 
yhicb  continued  ftill  to  be  carried  on  with  the  greateft  acri- 
mony on  both  pans,  but  with  various  fortune.     Luca  Sa^ 
"uello  was  then  the  Florentine^  as  Tarlatino  was  the  Ptfan^  ge* 
ncrali    Savello^  who  had  his  head-quarters  at  Cafcina^  thought 
himfclf  fuperior  to  the  Pifans  in  ftrength  ;    and,  in  order  to 
bring  his  enemies  to  an  engagement,  he  marched  acrpfs  the 
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Strchio^  and  carried  fomc  cattle  belonging  to  the  Pifans  from 
the  Lucquefe.  Returning  flowly  that  he  might  encourage  the 
Pifans  to  attack  him,  Tarlatino  left  Pifa  with  a  final!  party  ; 
and  ordering  the  reft  to  follow  him,  he  attacked  the  advanced 
guards  of  the  Florentines  at  S,  Jacopo ;  but  they  retired  to  the 
bridge  of  CappeUefo  on  the  OfoUy  where  all  their  army  was 
aflembled  within  a  few  miles  of  Pifa.  Tarlatino^  advancing 
inadvertently,  found  he  could  not  retreat  without  being  cut 
off  with  his  whole  party.  The  ground,  however,  was  fa- 
vourable to  him,,  it  being  fo  narrow  that  the  Florentines  could 
not  avail  themfelves  of  their  fuperior  numbers,  which,  on 
account  of  the  booty  they  had  with  them,  incommoded  them. 
ne  Flo-  Tarlatino^  expefling  every  moment  the  arrival  of  the  army 
Fcntincs  from  Pifa^  attacked  the  bridge  where  the  flower  of  the  /*/»- 
^feated,  reniine  army  was  pofted,  with  fo  much  intrepidity,  that,  after 
being  three  times  repulfed,  be  carried  it ;  and  the  advanced 
parties  from  Pifa  fording  the  river  at  the  fame  time,  the  Fh- 
rentims  were  pent  up  in  a  narrow  fpot  of  ground,  where 
they  fell  into  confufion,  and  behaved  in  (b  cowardly  a  manner, 
that  they  were  entirely  defeated,  many  of  them  being  killed, 
but  more  of  them  made  prifoners,  aifarmed,  and  plundered 
by  the  peafants  in  the  country.  This  defeat  was  attended 
with  the  worft  of  confequcnces  to  the  Florentines,  The  P/- 
fansy  without  oppofition,  ravaged  their  country;  and  their 
general,  Gian  Pagolo  BagUone^  at  PetruccPs  inftigation,  rc- 
iufcd  to  continue  in  their  fcfvic^,  on  pretence  that  his  ene- 
mies in  Perugia^  to  which  city  he  had  been  reftored  by  the 
intereft  of  the  Florentines^  were  becoming  too  powerful.  To 
avoid,  however,  as  mUch  as  he  could^  the  chaise  of  ingrati- 
tude, he  promifed  never  to  carry  arras  againft  the  Florentines^ 
and  lefr  his  fon  Malatejia^  a  (tripling,  with  iiftieen  men  at 
arms,  in  their  fervice.  His  profeifions,  however,  were  in- 
iincere ;  for  he,  Bartolomeo  Atviano^  and  Petrucciy  were  at 
that  time  negotiating  with  the  cardinal  de  Medici^  about  re- 
ftoring  his  family  to  its  power  in  Florence.  The  Florentines 
were  then  very  unable  to  keep  the  field,  fo  greatly  were 
they  difpirited  and  weakened  by  their  late  defeat ;  fo  that  it 
was  thought,  if  a  revolution  could  be  effeded  in  favour  of  the 
Medici  family,  they  would  have  broken  off  all  their  con- 
nedions  with  the  French^  and  have  reinftated  that  of  Sforza 
in  the  government  of  Milan,  where  the  French  had  now  but 
a  very  fmall  force.  But  cardinal  Jfcanio  Sforza,  who  waa 
the  life  of  that  proje£t,  dying  in  the  mean  time,  it  came  to 
nothing.  The  other  parties,  however,  who  were  in  the  in* 
tereft  of  the  Medici  family,  met  at  Piegai,  a  caftle  between 
the  borders  of  Perugia  and  Sitnna  y   where  it  was  reftJved, 
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tmongft  themfelves,  that  Jlviani^  who  had  in  difguft  left 
the  Spanijh  fcrvicc,  (hould  enter  Pifay  and  from  thence  har- 
rafs  the  Florentines  as  he  fhould  fee  occafion^ 

The  Florentines  were  now  reduced  to  a  moft  deplorable  and  are 
fituation ;   and  not  knowing  how  to  oppofe  a  general  of  fuch  reduced  to 
power  and  experience  as  Alvianoy  they  once  more  applied  iot great  dif" 
the  affiihnce  of  the  French  king.     But  Lewisy  who  was  nowA^^'^'» 
grown  old  and  covetous,  abfolutely  refufed  to  grant  them  any, 
unlefs  they  paid  him  thirty  thoufand  ducats  in  ready  money, 
which  they  pleaded  they  were  unable  to  do,  on  account  of  the 
vaft  expences  they  had  incurred  by  the  Pifrn  war,  and  the 
confederacy  that  had  been  formed  againft  them.    Gonfalvo 
the  5^^/^ general  had  his  reafons  for  patronizing  the  Floren* 
tines  on  this  occafion.     He  interdided  Ahianoy  who  had  great 
eftates  in  Naples^  from  afSfling  the  enemies  of  FlorenU^  and 
charged  him  to  refume  his  command  in  the  Spanijh  army. 
At  the  fame  time  be  fignified  to  the  Pifansj  and  to  the  lord 
of  Piombinoy  that  they  could  not  confiAently  with  their  con- 
nexions with  Spatn^  which  had  them  lately  under  her  pro- 
tection, receive  Alviano   into  their  pay.     He  even  went  fo 
far,  as  to  offer  to  the  Florentines  the  fervice  of  his  infantrv 
which  was  at  Piomhino^  under  their  general  Marco  Antonio  #  -  ^ 

Celcnna :    he  likewife  admoniihed  all  the  other  petty  Italian  ^^g/yl 
tyrants,  as  they  were  called,  not  to  give  the  leaft  afliftance  ,^^  Spa. 
to  Alviano  againft  the  Florentines,     Notwithftanding  all  this,  ^yi^  gene* 
jllvianoy  with  about  one  thoufand  men,  attentpted  to  make  ral, 
bis  way  to  Pifa ;  but  when  he  came  to  ScarUno^  2i  town  un-* 
der  the  jurifdidion  of  Piomtino,  he  was  overtaken  by  a  mef- 
feneer  from  Gonfalvo^  who  defired  him  not  to  proceed.     His 
aniwer  was  full  of  fpirit,  that  he  was  a  freq  man,  and  not  to 
be  controuled  in  his  condud.    He  then  marched  to  Campig' 
lioy  a  town  ia  the  Florentine  dominions,  where  fome  hofti- 
Hties  pafied  between  him  and  the  Florentines,  whofe  head- 
quarters were  at  Bibienna,   From  thence  he  marched  to  Cor^ 
ma ;   but  he  found  his  diiBculties  encreafe  every  day.     The 
lord  of  Piombinoy  the  Vitellij  and  the  other  potentates  he  had 
confided  in,  relaxed  in  their  endeavours  to  fupport  him.    Even 
Petrucci  grew  cold  in  his  intereft ;    nor  was  he  quite  furc 
whether  t^ie  Pifans  would  incur  Gon/alvo^s  refemment,  by  re- 
ceiving him  as'  their  general.     Under  this  uncertainty  he  re- 
tired to  Vignole,  in  the  territory  oi  Piombinoy  under  pretext  of 
negotiating  with  Gonfalvo, 

DVt  ft)  determined  was  the  hatred  of  the  Pifans  towards  fi\^i^f^0 
.the  Florentines^  that  thev  now  confented  to  receive  him  into  ^f^ated. 
their. city  \  and  on  the  fifteenth  oiAuguft  he  made  difpofitions 
for  fighting  the  Florentine  army,  which  retired  under  the  walls 
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of  CafnpigUa,  and  prepared  to  intercept  and  fight  Ahiano  iil 
his   march  to  Pifa^  under   their   general  Ercole  Bentivoglio, 
The  latter  receiving  reinforcements,  Alviano  could  not  pro* 
teed  in  his  march  without  danger  of  being  defeated,  and  £r- 
cbU  came  up  with  his  rear  at  5/.  V'ucn%a^  where>  notwith- 
ftanding   all  the   efforts  of  Ahiano^  Ercole   got    the  viftory 
by  means  of  his  artillery,  fo  that  Abuiano^   with    difficulty, 
efcaped  into  the  Siennefe,     Above  one  thouCand  of  his  hor/es 
were  taken,  and  fo  confident  had  he  been  of  fuccefs,  tbac 
he  became  now  the  ridicule  of  all  Italy. 
Operafhns      BENTIVOGLIO  and  Antonio  Gtacomtni  prefled  the 
eftbe?\o-  Florentine  magiftracy  to  purfue  this  fignal  fuccefs,  by  bcfieg- 
rcntines     ing  Pifiy  which  they  had  great  hopes  of  taking.     But  the 
azainft      council  often  in  Florence^  upon  confuliing  their  countrymen, 
Pifa.  found  them  entirely  difcouraged  by  their  former  bad  fuccefles 

from  undertaking  the  fiege,  and  determined  to  fubdue  the 
Pifans  by  famine,  and  carrying  the  war  on   in  their  open 
country,  till  they  fliould  be  obliged  to  fubmit.     This  lefo- 
lution  was  ftrengthened  by  their  cohfidering  the  advanced 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  their  being  doubtful  whether  the  go* 
vernment  of  Spain  and  Gonfalvo  would  approve  of  their  un- 
dertaking.   Gortfaho  continued  flill  obflinate  to  oppofc  it,  and 
threatened  that  if  it  was  attempted,  he  would  order  the  Sta* 
'  nift)  troops  that  were  in  Picmbino  to  defend  Pifa,     The  /7*- 
rentinesy  therefore,  refolved  to  turn  their  arms  againft  Pen^ 
dolfo  Petrucci  of  Sienna^  who  had  been  the  main  fpring  of  all 
their  misfortunes  for  fome  years  paft.     They  were  in  hopes 
that  they  would  eafily  over-run  the  open  territory  of  S/^wirtf, 
and   even  occafion  an  infurredtion   jgainft  Petrucci  in  that 
city,  which  might  make  them  matters  either  of  that  or  fome 
place   that  would  prove  an  equivalent  for  the  \ok  of  AA^nte 
Pulciano^  and  (Irike  P^/r^fci  himfelf  with  droad.     They  were 
even  fo  fanguine  as  to  hope  that,  after  reducing  the  Siennefe^ 
they  might  be  able  to  conquer  Lucca. 
Di'vi/fons       The  common  people  of  Florence  reafoned  in  a  very  dif- 
i«Flo-       ffrent  manner  from  their  magiftratesj    and  their  gonfalonier 
rcQCc.        Soderini  was  of  their  opinion.     They  thought,  that  as  their 
republic  had  formerly  taken  Pifa  by  (lege,  they  might  do   the 
fame,  and  that  fuch  an  event  would  put  an  end  to  an  ex* 
penfive  difgraceful  war.     Soderini  called  an  unufual  meeting 
of  the  citizens  on  this  occafion,  and  they  were  unanimous 
in  their  opinion,  that  the  fiege  of  Pifa  (hould  be  inftantljr 
undertaken,   whatever  oppofition  it  might  meet  with  from 
..   .  Gonfalvo^  or  the  Italian  powers. 

Psfa  he-         Off  the  fixth  of  September  the  Florentines  formed  the  fiege 
J^^ed.       with  fix  hundred  men  at  arms,  feven  thoufand  foot,  and  fix* 
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teen  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  bcfidcs  other  artillery,  wliictf 
Were  planted  to  great  advantage,  and  played  nfioft  turioufly, 
upon  the  city  ;  but  the  courage  of  the  Pt/ans  repaired  the 
breaches  fafter  than  their  enemy's  artillery  could  open  them. 
JSrcole  the  Floreniim  general  wanted  to  dorm  the  place ;  But 
his  men,  being  raw  arid  new-raifed,  through  mere  cowardice 
rt{u(ed  the  fervice.  Some  authors  fay,  that  they  made  two 
ineffe£tuai  attempts;  but  that  they  were  repulfed  in  bothi 
^nd  that  their  general  in  vain  endeavoured  to  lead  them  up 
a  third  time.  In  (hort,  xht  Plorintinis  now  loft  the  ^repu- 
tation they  had  acquired  by  defeating  Ahiano  \  and,  regard- 
lefs  of  all  difcipline,  they  broke  up  the  (iege  on  hearing  that 
Gonfaho  bad  reinforced  the  garrifon  with  fix  hundred  Epanijb 
foot  from  Pitmibino.  Next  day  the  Fbrentines  inglorioufly  re- 
tired to  Cafcina  \  and  a  few  days  after  fifteen  hundred  more 
Spamjb  foot  entered  Pifa ;  but  a  peace  being  now  concluded 
between  Frame  and  Sfain^  they  went  from  thence  to  Spain 
by  fea. 

The  affairs  of  the  Florentines  during  1 506,  thodgh  2i  bufjr    A.  U. 
year  with  the  dther  Italian  potentates,  is  little  worth  men-     1566* 
tibning.     They  affifted  pope  Julius  II.   10  making  himfeif 
mafier  of  Bologna  j  but  the  Pifan  war  now  entirely  lariguifhed. 
Petrucci  had  formed  a  confederacy  with  the  Genoefe  and  the 
Lucquefe^  for  the  defence  of  that  city,  which  totally  difcou- 
raged  the  Florentines^  even  from  any  attempts'upon  the  PiJbH 
territory.     Soon  after  the  Genoefe  &ook  off  the  yoke  of  th6     A.  tf. 
French^  and  the  Pifans  found  themfelves  in  fo  good  a  condi-     ^l^j* 
tion,  that  they  were  able  to  fend  their  general  Tarlatino  to 
their  affiftance  with  fome  troops  %  but  they  were  foon  reduced 
t6  their  former  fubjedion.    This  forwardnefs  of  the  Pifans 
to  afift  the  Genocjey  difobliged  the  French  king  (o  greatly, 
tftat  he  promifcd  to  affitt  the  Florentines  to  recover  Pifa. 
Ferdinand  king  of  Spain  altered  this  refolMtion  of  Lewisy  by 
promifing  to  difpofe  the  Pifdns  to  return  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Florentines^  who  offered  him  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  ducats  in  cafe  he  fucceeded,'  and  to  enter 
into  a  confederacy  with  him.    But  Ferdinand  undertook  more  Ohfiwarjl 
than  he  could  perform  ;    for  though  the  Pifans  offered  to  Y*^'  ^^* 
fubmit  to  him,  he  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  rlf-afllime  **°'> 
the  Florentine  yoke.     To  fecure,  however,  the?  money  that 
vs^as  fiipulated,  he  plainly  told  the  Florentines  that  if  they  of- 
fered, by  the  affiftance  of  the  Fremh  king,  or  by  any  other 
means,  to  render  themfelves  matters  of  P//i,  he  would  oppofe 
ihem  by  force.     He  found  reafon  to  alter  his  conduft,  and    / 
made  a  compromife  with  the  French  king  at  Savona^  by  which 
both  of  them  were  to  Contribute  their  cndcavoori  for  recover-^ 
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ing  Pifa  to  the  Florentines^  and  to  {hare  the  money.    TTic 
ardour  of  the  P//27«j  againft  iht  Florentines' vrzs  now  greatly 
abated.     The  Pifans  in  the  open  coumry*were  more  nume- 
rous' than  the  citizens  and  the  garrifon,  and  perceiving  that  it 
was  always  in  the  power  of  the  Florentines  to  deftroy  their 
Karvefi,  and  ruin  their  properties,  they  were  for  liftening  to  an 
accommodation.    The  citizens,  on  the  other  hand,  refolved 
to  bury  themfelves  in  the  ruins  of  their  hoiifes^  rather  than  be« 
come  again  fubjeA  to  the  Florentines  i   but  their  profped  was 
now  changed  much  for  the  worfe.     The  Genoefe  durft  no 
longer  affift  them,  being  themfelves  fubje£l  to  France.    The 
Lucquefe^  who  had  generoofly  aided  them  far  beyond  their 
.  ability,  could  do  it  no  longer  i  and  Petrucci  refufed  to  incur 
A.  D.    either  expence   or  danger  on  their  account.     In  the  year 
1508.     1508,  Italy  obtained  (onit  refpite  from  the  wars  that  had 
who  di"     been  carried  on  by  the  French^  Germans^  and  Venetians.  The 
Jfemi*        French  king  imagined,  from  the  cpnduft  of  the  Florentines^ 
that  they  favoured  the  emperor.    He  fent  to  Florence  an  am- 
-  baflador,  Michele  Riccio^  to  complain  of  this  partiality,  and 
of  their  having  refufed  to  affift  him  againft  his  enemies;    but 
offering  to  overlook  all  that  was  paft,  provided  they  would 
promife  not  to  moleft  the  Pifans  without  hb  confent.     The 
meaning  of  this  mellage  was,  in  fad,  no  other  than  to  fe-i 
cure  to  himlelf  the  vi^hole  of  the  money  which,  before  his 
late  rupture  with  Maximilian^  he  was  to  have  divided  with 
the  late  king  of  Spain.    The  Florentines  took  his  meflage  in 
that  lieht.    They  pleaded  the  neceffity  they  were  under  not 
to  difoblige  Maxtmilian  ;   they  put  the  king  in  mind  of  his 
engagements  with  regard  to  Pifa^  and  feemed  to  be  furprifed 
.    that  he  (hould  fo  warmly  intereft  himfelf  for  a  people  who 
had  affifted  the  Genoefe  againft  him ;    s^d  at  the  fame  time 
they  infifted  upon  the  right  they  bad  to  efied  the  redudion 
of  Pifa. 
CmtduStf    FERDINAND^  the  moft  politic  prince  of  his  age, 
Ferdi*       had  intelligence  of  Riccio^s  negociation,  and  fent  an  ambafla- 
■"*^*        dor  to  animate  the  Pifans  againft  the  Florentines.    In  {bort» 
the  whole  of  the  management  of  both  kings  was  fcandalous. 
Neither  of  them  bad  the  fmalleft  regard  for  the  Pifans  ;  and 
all  their  difpute  was,  who  ihould  get  the  ereateft  fum  from 
the  Florentines.    Thus  the  reftitution  of  rifa  to  the  latter 
was  delayed  from  the  mercenary  motives  of  two  great  mp* 
narchs. 
/jfairs  ff      The  ftate  of  Florence^  at  this  time,  cannot  be  known  but 
lialy.        bj^  reprefenting  that  of  Italy.    Pope  Julius  II.  was  by  birth 
a  Genoefe ;  and  wanting;  to  deliver  his  country  from  the  yoke 
of  the  French,  be  made  fome  overtures  for  that  purpofe  to 
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the  Vinetlans.    The  latter  was  pofleflcd  of  Riminty  Faenza^ 
Ferrara^  and  feveral  other  ftates  that  had  belonged  to  Bor* 
gioy  all  of  which  were  claimed  by  the  holy  fee  \    and  the 
pope,  perceiving  that  the  Venetians  would  not  eafily  give  them 
up,  formed  a  confederacy  againft  them,  which  confifted  of 
,  almoft  all  the  powers  in  Ettrope^  each  of  them,  not  excepting 
the  Florentines^  ha^vin^  pretenfions  on  the  Venetian  territories, 
and  their  confederacy  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  League  of 
Cambray.    The  Venetians  were  then  in  what  may  be  called  the 
zenith  of  their  power ;    and  the  Turks^  from  whom  they  had 
moft  to  dread,  not  being  parties  in  the  league  againft  them, 
they  refolved  to  brave  all  their  enemies.   Their  riches,  which 
were  immenfe,  contributed  equally  to  their  danger  and  their 
fafety,   becaufe,   while  they  maintained  their  armies,   they 
rendered  the  confederacy  againft  them  more  ftrong  and  com- 
pact.    The  pope  began  by  ecclefiaftical  fulminations,  which 
the  Venetians  defpifed.    He  then,  once  more,  oiFered  to  be  the 
friend  of  the  Venetians^  in  which  cafe  the  confederacy  againft 
them  muft  diiTolve  of  itfelf,  if  they  would  give  him  up  Ri^  . 
mini  and  Faenza*,    but  they  rejeded  the  propofal ;    fo  that; 
notwithftanding   all  their  jarring  interefts,   his  holinefs,  the 
king  ofSpainy  the  French  king,  the  emperor,  and  many  other  * 
fiates,  took  the  field  againft  that  republic. 

Such  was  the  fiate  of  Italy  in  the  beginning  of  the  year    A.  D« 
1509.     The  Florentines  thought  the  opportunity  favourable     >509* 
for  their  recovering  P^.     They  had  renewed  their  ravages  P^^*** 
in  that  territory,  and  had  taken  into  their  pay  the  fon  of  Bar-  ^f'^ 
delky  of  Porto  Venere^  with  fomc  veflcls  which  blocked  up 
the  Pifaru  by  fea.   This  reduced  them  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that  the 
Genoeje  and  Lucquefe^  compaffionating  their  mifery,  equipped 
a  fmall  fquadron,  and  loaded  it  with  provifions  for  their  re- 
lief.   The  Florentines y   on  the  other  hand,  reinforced  their 
fleet  with  an  Englijh  (hip  which  thev  hired  jn  the  port  of 
Leghorn ;  and  at  the  fame  time  they  lined  all  the  banks  of  the 
Jrno  leading  to  Pifot  on  both  fides,  with  land  forces  and 
cannon.    Tbofe  precautions  defeated  the  generous  intentions 
of  the  Genoefe  and  Lucquefe,    The  Florentines^  to  oblige  the 
latter  to  a  neutrality,  fent  a  party  from  Cafcina  to  plunder  the 
port  of  Viareggioj  which  was  then  the  magazine  of  the  Luc-* 
quefe  merchandizes.     The  dread  of  this  brought  on  a  nego- 
elation  on  the  part  of  the  Lucquefe^  who  agreed  upon  a  defen- 
five  league  for  three  years,  in  which  the  Lucquefe^  were  ex- 
prefly  excluded  from  the  liberty  of  giving  any  manner  of  af« 
fiftance  to  the  Pifans.    This  confederacy,  if  the  Florentines 
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{bould  recover  Pifa  io  the  fpace  of  one  year,  was  declared  tp 
be  prolonged  for  other  twelyc  years  :  and  ;hat,  during  this  con- 
fcderacy,  the  Fhnntms  (bould  not,  without  prejudice  how- 
ever to  their  rights,  moled  the  Lucquefe  in  the  pofleflioh  of 
f^ietra  Santa  ?nd  Mt^trone. 
Afuutra^       But  the  rieceffitiea  of  the  kings  oi  France  and  Spain  proved 
Uty  coH"      jijg  i^eft  friends  of  the  Flortniines  on  this  occafion.     They 
f^^^»       wanted  money,  and  the  Florentines  wifely  declined  to  advance 
iberp  any,  or  to  enter  into  the  league  of  Camirayy   unlets 
the  two  kings  ihould  withdraw  all  their  afSftance  from  the 
Pifans,     It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  both  potentates  afled 
in  a  fhameful  manner,  the  one  towards  the  Pifans^  and  the 
other  towards   the  Florentines.      His  Catholic   majcfty   ha^ 
taken  the  PIfans  under  his  protecElion  ;  but  offered  to  abandon 
therp  for  a  fuip  of  money.     The  French  king,  on  the  other 
band,  had  again  and  again  promifed  to  affill  the  Florentines 
in  the  recovery  of  Pifa;   but  was  fo  far  from  performing  his 
engagements,  that  he  fept  a   body  of  troops  to  defend  the 
Pijansj  left  they  (hould  be  obliged  to  furrcp'lcr  without  hi^ 
receiving  the   itioney.      After  various  difficulties  had  been 
darted  and  conquered,  a  treaty  was  at  laft  concluded  on*, 
^h^  terms  were,  that  neither  of  the  monarchs,  or  their  con- 
jTederates,  were  dirciElly  or  indireftly  to  aflift  the  Pifans  :  thj^t 
the  Florentines  **,  in  cafe  they  (bould  recover  Pifa  within  the 
year  next  enfuing,  (hould  pay,  at  certain  times,  to  each  of 
the  two  kings  fifty  thoufand  ducats ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  a  leagu'p 
was  declared  to  fubfift  between  the  parties  for  three  years,  to 
Commence  from  the  day  of  the  recovery,  by  which  the  /!&- 
rentines  (hould  be  obliged  to  furni(h  three  hundred  men  ^t 
arms,  for  the  defence  of  the  ftates  of  the  two  kings  in  Italj  \ 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  each  of  thofe  monarchs,  on  demand, 
(hould  fupply  them  with  at  leaft  three  hundred  men  at  arms, 
for  their  own  defence. 
.  Piftrefs  of*    Bk^iDES  thofe  ftipulations,  tjie  avarice  of  Lewis  obliged 
ibi  Vcne-  iht^ Florentines  to  agree  to  a  fecret  article  for  paying  him  fifty 
tians.         thoufand  ducats  more;  and  the  cardmal  ofid^i/M  was  like  wife 
to  have  the  difpofal  of  twenty-five  thoufand  for  negociating 
the  agreement.'     Thofe  points  being  adjufled,  the  parties  in 
'  the  league  6f  Camhray  prepared  to  attack  the  Venetians,^  who 

finding  all  their  endeavours  in  vain  to  prevent  th^  ftorm  from 
falling  en  them,  made  difpofitions  for  defending  themfelves. 
The  hiftory  of  that  war  which  ftripped  the  Venetian  of  aImo(l 
all  their  acqiiifilions  in  Furope^  is  foreign  to  this  work, 
it  is  fufijcient  to  fty,  thatthe  league  of  Ccunhray  was  of  the 
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greateft  fervicc  to  the  Florentines^  by  diverting  the  attention 
of  all  the  Italian  ftates  from  Pifa^  where  they  ilill  found 
great  difficulties  to  furmount.  The  Lucquefe  took  every  occa- 
fion  of  breaking,  or  at  leaft  evading,  their  lately  concluded 
neutrality;  and  the  citizens  q{  Pifa^  the  youthful  part  of  them 
cfpccially,  continued  obftinate  againft  the'  Florentines^  while 
the  firuation  of  their  city  .was  fuch,  as  rendered  it  next  to  im- 
poiEbJe  for  their  enemies  to  exclude  all  provifions  from  en- 
tering it.    > 

Notwithstanding  thofe  difficulties,  the  fuppliesfent  to  pifa*^wc 
the  Pifans  were  in  no  degree  proportioned  to  their  neceflit"esJy^^^,^^^ 
and  ineir  gacrifon  (hewed  fuch  reluftance  towards  continuing  Floren* 
the  defence  of  the  city,  that  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  tines. 
tp  propofe  ap  accommodation  under  the  mediation  of  the 
lord  of  Piombino.  The  Florentines  accepted  of  this  propofal, 
and  the  famous  Nicholas  Macbiavel^  who  was  then  their  fe- 
cretary,  was  appointed  to  be  their  plenipotentiary  at  Piomhmo. 
This  negotiation,  however,  was  far  from  relaxing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Florentines  againft  Pifa.  They  divided  iheif 
army  into  three  parts,  by  which  they  blocked  up  that  city 
Oiore  efFedlually  than  ever.  This  obliged  the  Pifans  to  have 
recourfc  to  a  ftratagem.  One  of  them,  Alfonfo  del  Alutoloy 
a  young  man,  having  been  taken  prifoner  by  the  Florentines^ 
had  received  many  civilities  from  his  captors,  and  was  there- 
fore thought  a  proper  hand  for  deceiving  them.  He  fecretly 
propofcd,  that  one  of  the  Florentine  divifions  that  lay  ac 
S,  JacopOy  fliould  advance  by  night  to  one  of  the  gates  of 
Piftij  which  he  was  to  put  into  their  hands.  'The  true  in- 
tention of  the  Pifans^  had  their  defign  fucceeded,  was  to  have 
admitted  into  their  city  as  many  of  the  Florentines  as  they 
thought  proper,  and,  after  putting  them  to  the  fword,  tp 
have  marched  out  and  attacked  atiother  diyiOon  of  their  army. 
But  the  caution  of  the  Florentines  rendered  the  plot  abortive  : 
inftead  of  marching  tumultuoufly  as  the  Pifans  expeSed^  their 
troops  approached  the  gate  with  circumfpedion  and  regula- 
rity; fo  that  whert  the  Pifans  c^mt  to  execute  the  defign, 
they  could  kill  but  very  few  of  the  Florentines,  who  immedi- 
ately retreated  to  their  ftation. 

The  diftreffes  of  the  Pifans  encreafed  through  this  difap-  J negoda- 
polntmcnr.     Multitudes  of  them  perifhed  in  their  fireets  iox  ticnisfet 
want  of  food.     The  mifery  of  fuch  fpeflacles  feemed  to  en-  on  foot* 
creafc  the  abhorrence  of  the  P//^«  magi  ft  rates  for  the  Floren-^ 
lines.     They  endeavoured  to  fend  out  of  their  city  all  ufeleft 
moiiths,  but  they  were  put  to  death,  or  driven  back  by  the 
Florentims.     They  then  pretended  that  A4aximilian  was  on 
his  march  to  fuccour  them,  and  that  the  treaty, of  P/WZ'/V/^ 
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was  in  great  forwardnefs.    There  was  ibme  grounds  for  ex* 
peSing  that  Maximilian  would  have  relieved  them.     He  had 
been  excluded  from   the  ne^ociation  between  the  kings  of 
France  and  Spaiif ;  and  the  acquifition  of  Pifa  would  have 
been  of  vaft  fervice  to  his  affairs.    His  poverty,  however,  and 
inability,  prevented  him  from  making  his  advantage  of  the 
jundurej  and  the  Pifan  peafants,  feeing  all  their  hopes  of 
relief  at  an  end,  ran  to  arms,  and  obliged  their  magiftrates^  in 
good  earned,  to  enter  into  a  freih  negociation  with  the  Fhren^ 
tines,    Alamanno  Salviati,  one  of  the  Fhrentim  commiflarieSy 
Pifa  rejtor'  j^ggQtiated  this  treaty,  which  notwithftanding  all  the  oppoli- 
Floren/     ^*^"  it^2At  to  it  from  the  P//Zr«  magiftrates,  was  at  laft  con- 
^        "      eluded,  and  was    highly  to  the  advantage  of   the  Pifo^s* 
They  not  only  received  a  full  remiffion  of  all  their  offences 
againft   the  Florentines^  but  obtained  many  conceffions  and 
privileges,  which  they  had  not  before,  and  the  Florentines 
gave  up  all  their  claims  of  reflitution  of  their  goods,  which 
the  Pi/ans  had  feized  in  the  beginning  of  the  war.     Thus 
the  war  between  the  Florentines  and  the  Pi/ans  ended  not 
without  great  honour  to  the  Florentines^  on  account  of  their 
wifdom  in  concluding  the  treaty,  but  more  fo  becaiife  of  the 
good  faith  with  which  they  obferved  its  articles. 
nubonegO"      The  emperor  Maximilian j  however,  was  now  with  hi^ 
fiate  ivttb  ^rmy  in  the  bowels  of  Italy^  and  pretending  to  be  intitled  to 
Maxinji-   ^ji  jj^^  rights  of  the  .R^f;?^  emperors  there,  he  renewed  his 
l^an.         claims  upon  Flqrence^  as  being  a  fief  of  the  empire,  and 
objeded  to  the  Pifans  returning  under  its  dominion.    The 
French  king,  apprehenfive  of  loung  the  refidue  of  the  money 
ftipulated  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Florentines^  earneftly  prefle4 
them  to  an  accommodation  with  Maximilian  \  and  they  ac* 
cordingly   fcnt   deputies  to  him   while  he  was  at  Verona^ 
amongft  whom  was   Peter  Guicciardiniy  father  of  the  hifto- 
rian,  at  that  time,  one  of  the  firft  men  of  the  Florentine  re- 
public.    As  4faximilian  was  continually  in  want  of  money, 
a  treaty'  was  foon  concluded,  by  which  they  ■  obtained  of 
him,  in  mod  ample  form  and  manner,  the  privileges  of  a 
confirmation  of  the  liberties  as  well  of  the  city  of  Florence^ 
as  of  the  dominiofi  and  iurifdiflion  of  the  towns  and  ftates  i^ 
their  poiTefSon,  with  releafe  from  all  debts  due  in  times  pad. 
But  all  this  was  on  condition  that  the   Florentine  deputies 
fliould  engage,  in  the  name  of  their  republic,  to  pay  Maxi^ 
milian  fony  thoufand  ducats* 
Scheme  of      ^Y  this  time,  the  contrading  parties  in  the  league  of  Cam-- 
$kepope.     irqj  had  fplit  amongft  themfelves  i    and  pope  Jtdius  II.  tooi^ 
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md  vantage  of  their  difunion  to  purfue  his  firft  fcheme,  that  of 
driving  the  French  out  of  Italy.  This  brought  on  various 
Aegociations  foreign  to  our  fubje^i.  The  Fkreniims  conti- 
nued to  be  ftridly  attached  to  Prance.  The  emperor  and 
the  French  king»  in  a  ihort  time,  became  as  jealous  of  his  holi- 
nefs  as  they  had  been  before  of  the  Fenetians^  and  they  re- 
newed their  convention,  upon  the  principles  of  the  league  of 
Cambray.  The  more  to  intimidate  the  pope,  the  king  con- 
vened an  aflembly  of  bifhops  at  Tours^  where  it  was  de- 
creed, that  it  was  lawful  to  make  war  with  the  pope  as  a 
temporal  prince,  and  that  no  more  money  (hould  be  fent  to 
Jiome,  The  Florentines  had  the  courage  to  continue  in  the 
'French  intereft,  and  even  leIf^the  king  two  hundred  men  at 
arms,  to  proted  his  duchy  of  MHan^  in  confequence  of  their 
convention  with  him ;  but  he  made  this  demand  not  fo  much 
becaufe  he  really  wanted  fuch  an  affiftance,  but  that  he 
might  widen  the  breach  between  the  pope  and  the  Floren^ 
tines.  Veter  Soderini  remained  fiill  ^nfalonier,  and  was 
thought  to  be  the  great  prop  of  the  French  intereft  in  /7d- 
rencei  for  which  reafon  he  was  afTaifinated,  as  is  faid,  with 
the  privity  of  i\it  pope,  and  at  the  dire^ion  of  the  cardinal 
(fe  Medici.  After  this,  the  pope  did  all  he  could  to  court  the 
Florentines  into  his  alliance ;  but  far  from  fucceeding,  they 
gave  the  Siennefe  warning  that  they  were  refolvcd  to  break 
the  truce  with  them,  becaufe  they  were  in  the  popie's  in- 
tereft, and  enemies  to  the  French  king. 

His  holinefs,  on  the  other  hand,  aded  a  vigorous  p^rt^Dt^/ina 
both  in  politics  and  in  war.  By  an  ill-timed  frugality  of  the '» I^/- 
French  king,  the  Stvi/sj  who  had  ferved  them  fo  effe£lually  • 
in  the  affair  of  Sforza^  abandoned  his  alliance  upon  his  re- 
fufing  to  augment  their  pay.  The  Venetians  had  joined  with 
the  holy  fee,  and  had,  by  this  time,  recovered  ^reat  part  of 
their  territory.  Ferdinand  the  Caiboli^y  as  he  is  called,  king 
of  Spainy  had  abandoned  the  league  of  Cambray^  for  the  in- 
veftiture  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples^  which  he  had  obtained 
from  the  pope,  and  was  a  firm  friend  to  the  holy  fee ;  and 
even  the  king  oi  England y  young  Henry  VIII.  the  richeft 
and  moft  powerful  prince  then  in  Europe^  took  part  with 
his  holinefs.  The  conduft  of  Lewis  at  this  junfturc,  was 
irertainfy  impolitic.  Tho'  the  emperor  Maximilian  was  his  ally, 
yet  the  whole  burden  and  expcnce  of  the  war  lay  on  France* 
Lewis  was  obliged  to  give  the  emperor  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns  before  he  could  put  his  troops  in  motion,  and 
he  gave  him  fix  thoufand  more  for  the  ufelefs  inveftiturc  of 
Milan.  In  fliort,  this  fucceflbr  of  the  Roman  Cafars^  as 
Jirhximillan  defigned  himfcif,  ferved  in  the  capacity  of  a  mer- 
cenary 
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cenary  officer,  and  took  pay  from  every  .power  that  was  able 
to  give  it  htm.     Lnvisj  encouraged  by  his  alliance  with  the 
Florentims^  undertook  the  defence  of  the  duchy  oi  Ferrara^ 
which   the    pope  faid  belonged  to  the  holy  fee;    and    he 
was  fo  impolitic,  if  not  unjuft,  astopromife  toput^tf«W- 
Uan  in  poiTefHon  o^  Rome^  and  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate,  and  of 
all  Italyy  except  Milan  and  Genoa^  the  dominions  of  the  Flo^ 
renUneiy  and  the  Ferrarefe. 
Vtnalitytf     MAXIMILIAN^  who  lett  his  titles  as  well  as  troops 
Maximi-    ©yj  for  hire,  on  his  part,  gave  Lewh  the  fanftion  of  his  name^ 
^^         for  convening  a  general  council  that  was  to  humble  the  popc'a 
fpiritual  authority,  at  the  fame  time  that  his  temporal  was  to 
be  annihilated.     In  this  they  were  encouraged  by  the  pro- 
mifcs  of  many  difobliged  cardinals  and  clergy,  to  ferve  them 
in  the  council.     It  foon  appeared  that  Lewh^h^d  miflaken  his 
meafures:  while  he  was  afking  the  opinions  of  the  clergy^ 
and  dating  cafes  of  confcience  upon  the  legality  of  his  under- 
takings, the  pope  was    raifmg  armies   and  hiring  foldiers. 
^  About  the  end  of  September ^  1510,  he  entered  the  Ferrarefe, 

at  the  head  of  an  army  which  had  laid  wade  all  the  open 
country,  while  the  flee:  of  his  allies,  the  FeneiianSy  ravaged 
the  fea  coafts  and  blocked  up  the  mouths  of  the  Po,  The 
Femtians^  atid  the  court  of  Naples^  at  the  fame  time  promifcd 
to  aifift  him  with  land  troops.  The  French  had  then  an  ar- 
my in  or  near  the  city  of  Ferrara;  but  his  holinefs  did  not 
think  proper,  not  yet  being  joined  by  the  FenetiufiS  and  Nea- 
politaniy  to  attack  that  city.  Political  canfiderations,  on  the 
one  hand,  retarded  their  jundlion  with  him,  and  on  the  other, 
the  animofiiics  that  prevailed  anion^ft  the  French  generals^ 
and  the  poverty  of  AlaximU'wn^  which  rr>adc  his  German 
Iroops  mutiny,  were  favourable  to  pope  yulius^  whofe  con- 
dadt  on  this  occafion  was  wonderful, 
S^rrfed  Tho'  he  was  now  pafl  fcventy,  and  had  many  bodily  in* 

€9niu&  of  firmitics,  bcfides  that  of  age,  upon  him,  and  thoueh  hi^L 
^^p*-  allies  had  dlfjppointed  him,  he  undauntedly  purfued  his  Ichemc 
of  fubduing  Ftrrara^  as  he  had  done  Aiodena  fome  lime  before, 
tlis  general  was  the  duke  of  Urbinoy  but  his  troops  were 
raw,  ill -armed,  ill  paid,  and  not  fo  numerous  as  the  French 
under  the  duke  of  Ferrara^  who  retook  the  Pclefme  of  i?a- 
vigOy  FiJ7aly  arvd  other  places  ;  and,  by  the  help  of  flat-bot- 
tomed veflels,  he  defeated  the  Venefio^i  fltet,  and  prevented 
their  army  from  joining  that  of  the  pope.  All  thole  unpro- 
mifing  circtimdances  were  fo  far  from  difconccrting  his  holi- 
nefs, that  they  confirmed  him  in  his  darling  purpofe  of  driv- 
ing all  foreigners,  or  barbaiian?,  as  he  called  them,  out  of  Ita^y^ 
by  his  own  arms  o.^ly.     By  this  lime  the  French  king  had 
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proclaimcJ  a  general  council  to  be  iield  at  Lions  againft  tbe 
pope  i  and  his  and  the  imperial  intereft  was  fo  ftrong  at  Rome^ 
th^t  the  cardinals  of  Santa  Croce,  Cofenza^  BayeuXy  St,  Malo^ 
and  San  Severinoy  abruptly  left  his  holinefs,  and  put  thcm- 
felves  under  the  proteftion  ol  th^  Florentines. 

The  latter  by  this  time  began  to  ftagger  in  their  alliance  ^^ 
«vith  the  french^  when  they  faw  them  difunited  amongfi  them-  Fiorcn- 
ieJves,  and  that  Lewis  had  not,  as  he  had  promifed,  come  in  'i"C8/«f- 
perfon  to  their  affiftance.     They  however  received  the  dif-^^/"'^*^ 
contented  cardinals  with  great  civility,  and  granted  them  ^bc^.^^i    ] 
protc6tion  of  the  fenate,   but  without  limiting  it  to  any  time,  Fj-^q^ 
that  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  it  at  their  difcretton. 
The  pope  infifled  upon    the  cardinals,  three  of  whom   he 
threatened  with  excommunication,  repairing  to  him  ^\Bologna\   . 
and  the  Fkrentims  durft  not  exafperate  him.     it  was  in  vain 
for  the  cardinals  to  implore  the  farther  protedion  of  the  ie- 
11  ate,  who  gave  them  warning  to  leave  their  territory,   and 
they  went  by  the  Luninana  to  Afilan, 

CHAUMONT  D'AM BOISE  was  the  French  general  Diflreffh 
in  the  Fenarejiy  where  he  and  the  duke  of  Ferrara  continued  oftbtpufe^ 
to  gain  great  advantages;  and  by  the  advice  of  Bcntivoglioy 
^whom  his  holinefs  had  driven  outof  Bohgna^  he  of  a  fudden  en- 
tered the  Bolognefey  and  prefented  himfelf  before  that  city,  which 
was  inftantly  filled  with  terror  and  confternatidn.  The  pope  at 
this  time  certainly  did  not  confider  the  Florentines  ^s  his  ene- 
mies ;  for  he  fent  the  moft  precious  of  his  jewels  to  the  mo- 
Jwfterv  of  Muraie^  \\\  Florence^  to  preferve  them  from  the 
French.  He  bitterly  upbraided  the  Venetian  ambafladcrs  with 
the  inadivity  of  their  army;  and  being  every  moment  plied  bj 
all  the  foreign  ambafladors  at  his  court,  and  the  beft  of  his 
friends,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Chaumontj  he  was  fo  agi- 
tated between  pride  and  neceflity,  that  he  fell  into  a  (low  * 
fever,  and  at  laft  folemnly  confented  to  fend  Pico^  count  of. 
Mirandola  to  treat  with  Chamourft.  That  general  was  fc- 
cretly  as  much  difpofed  as  his  holinefs  was  towards  an  accom- 
modation, and  fent  by  the  count  the  terms  on  which  he 
Vras  willing^  to  conclude  it.  The  pope  thought  them  hard, 
and  fuffcred  the  time  to  expire  that  was  fixed  for  his  anfwer, 
without  returning  iny.  Towards  the  evening  his  fever  left 
him*,  upon  his  rcceiviing  intelligence  that  the  ^<fwrf/j«j  and 
Spaniards  were  on  their  march  to  his  relief.  He  then  ga\''c 
full  fcbpe  to  his  indignation  againft  the  French^  and  threaten- 
ed to  excommun'cate  their  whol)e  natiop*,  if  they  did  not  im- 
tnediarcly  withdraw  all  aflp.ftance  frorti  the  duke  oi  Ferrara. 
This  menace  would  have  had  little  efFect  upon  Chaumorjtj  had 
not  the  EngUjh  ambaflfador,  then  at  Bologna ^  intcrpofcd,  and 
»  '  '       .  «        :    :      plainly 
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plainly  told  the  French  generals,  who  were  now  within  three 
miles  of  that  city,  that  if  they  did  advance  farther,  his  ma- 
fier  would  confider  it  as  a  declaration  of  war  between  France 
and  England.      This   was  the  true  reafon  that  had  made 
Chaumont  AtfiT0Vi&  of  peace:  he  knew  how  unequal  the  match 
mud  then  be  between  England  and  France  \  and  that  werf 
night,  upon  the  menace  of  the  Englijh  ambailador,  he  broke 
up  his  camp  and  returned  to  Rubiera, 
njifhri"         The  pope  now  raifed  his  voice,  and  declared- to  the  am- 
erifvet      baiTadors,  and  thofe  who  made  application  to  him  on  the 
tbtm.         head  of  peace,  that  he  would  liften  to  none  till  he  was  put 
in  pofTeifion  of  the  Ferrarefe.     To  give  weight  to  his  words, 
though  he  was  fiill  in  a  languifhing  date  of  health,  he  ap- 
plied himfeirto  all  the  duties  of  a  general  officer,  and  be 
underwent  more  fatigue  than  any  fubaltern  in  his  fervice. 
As  to  the  Florentinesy  he  altered  his  tone  towards  them  like- 
wife,  and  treated  them  with  far  lefs  complaifance  than  be  bad 
done  in  his  diftreft.     His  army  was  commanded  by  Marc  An^ 
tonio  Colonna^   who  took  Conc$rdia  by  ftorm,  and  at  the  end 
of  December  befieged  Mirandfila.     This  fiege  at  firft  was  car- 
ried on  under  great  difficulties;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  151 1,  nocwithftanding.  the  bitternefs  of  the  feafon,  his 
holine(s,   impatient  at  the  flownefs  of  the  operations,   left  - 
Bologna^  and,  attended  by  three  cardinals,  he  went  in  perfoa 
to  his  army  before  Mirandola^  and  took  upon  himfelf  the 
coihmand  of  it.    He  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  a  little  church 
expofed  to  all  the  fire  of  the  garrifon,  and  he  was  all  day  long 
on  horfeback,  or  in  the  trenches,  animating  or  punifhing  his 
men,  and  forwarding  their  operations.     Thegarrifon,  wliich 
was  commanded  by  Trivuki^  made  a  noble  refiflance;  but 
the  town  was  defended  by  the  widow  of  LodovicOy  count  of 
Mirandolay  who  had  been  dead  but  about  eight  months,  and 
of  the  houfe  of  Triubu.     The  French  king  had  given  orders 
to  rifque  every  thing  for  the  relief  of  Mirandola\  but  Cbau- 
mont  having  a  difference  with  the  Trivulzi  family,  inftead  of 
fuccouring  the  befieged,  retired  to  Milan^  and  a  fevere  frofl 
coming;  on,  both  the  citadel  and  town  were  furrendered  by 
capitulation  to  his  holinefs.    This  event  funk  the  credit  of 
the  French  arms  in  Itafy^  and  drew  fuch  reproaches  from  all 
Quarters  upon  ChaumoMy  that  he  fell  into '  a  fever  and  died. 
A  fecret  treaty,  all  this  while,  was  going  on  between  the  pope 
and  the  emperor.     The  latter  found  he  was  to  have  no  more 
money  from  France^  and  that  he  might  obtain  a  great  deal 
from  England^  and  therefore  be  refolved  to  detach  himfelf 
from  Lewis.     He  demanded,  as  the  price  of  his  new  alliance 
with  the  pope,  to  be  put  into  pofTeffion  of  JIdodengj  which 
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tlae  pope,  who  was  afraid  it  would  be  ta\cen  by  the  French^ 
si^reed  to,  that  he  might  have  the  more  leifure  to  profecute 
bis  war   in  the  Ferrarefe.     But  the  French  had  now  kniProgrefttf 
£re{h  troops  into //47/K,  under  the  command  of  the  famous /i6^  French. 
Gajion  de  Foix.  the  Trivulzes^  and  other  able  generals,  who, '« Italy* 
for  fome  time,  carried  every  thing  before  them  like  a  torrent, 
nrbeir  fuccefs  produced  a  peace  between  the  emperor  and 
the  Venetians^  and  the  ambafladors  of  both  ftrongly  follicited     * 
the  pope  to  relax  in  the  affair  of  Ferrara  \  but  his  holinefs 
refufed  to  give  them  the  hearing  if  they  even  mentioned  it; 
upon  which  the  bifliop of  G^rx/z  abruptly  left  his  court.   Four 
days  after  his  departure,  the  pope  perceiving  his  danger  from 
the  conquefts  of  the  French  in  Italyy  which  encreafed  every 
day,  employed  the  bifiiop  of  Murray^  who  was  ambaflador 
from  Janui  IV.  tA  Scotland^  to  treat  with  the  French  generals 
about  an  accommodation;  but  this  was  fo  far  from  being 
cffe<9ed,  that  the  French  obliged  his  holinefs  himfelf  to  aban- 
don Bologna^  and,  after  driving  the  ecclefiaftic  and  Venetian 
armies  out  of  that  city,  they  took  and  demoliihed  the  citadel. 
T*his,  together  with  fome  untowardly  accidents  which  hap- 
pened about  the  fame  time,  greatly  mortified  his  holinefs, 
who  was  obliged  to  return  X,oRiime\  and  now  faw  himfelf 
in  danger  of  lofmg  both  his  conquefts  and  reputation.     His 
diftrefs  was  increased  upon  hearing  that  a  general  council 
ha^  been  indided,  and  that  he  himfelf  was  fammoned  to  ap- 
pear before  it.    The  bifhop  of  Murray  continued  flill  to  ad 
as  mediator  between  all  parties;  and  the  biOiop  of  Goritz  had  ^,  ^i^^'^ 
returned  by  him  a  plan  of  an  accommodation,  upon  the  foot-''^* 
ing^  that  had  been  propofed  by  the  pope  himfelf;  but  the 
biinop  of  Murray^  endeavours  were  ineffedual.     When  he 
returned  to  the  pope,   he  found  him  fo  much  embarraffed^ 
that  he  could  bring  Goritz  no  fatisfaclory  anfwer.     Upon 
this  Maximilian  and  Lewis  refolved  immediately  to  affem- 
ble  the  general  council. 

The  Florentines  were  at  this  jundure  neither  feared,  trufl-  ThecoMH 
ed,  nor  hated,  by  any  power;    but,  by  means  of  their  neu*  ci/^Piiii- 
trality,  they  had  repaired  their  finances     They  had  no  ttzfonprofofed* 
to  be  pleafed  with  the  pope,  and  vafl  difficulties  occurred 
about  the  place  where  the  council  was  to  be  held.  The  French 
king  named  Pifoy   becaufe  it  was  fubjed  to  the  Florentines ; 
a  people  whom,  he  faid,  he  could  trufl.    This  was  a  tender 
point  for  the  Florentines,    They  durfl  not,  on  the  one  band^ 
difoblige  his  mofl  Chriflian  majefty;  and,  on  the  other,  they 
were  under  ^me  difficulties  as  to  the  legality  of  any  council 
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thit  was  held  without  the  pope's  confcnt,  and  againft  his  wilJ* 
The  queftion  was  propofed  in  a  council  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  citizens,  where  the  matter  was  debated,  and  the  French 
king's  requeft  agreed  to ;  but  with  fo  much  caution  and  (e- 
crecy,  that  neither  the  pope  nor  the  cardinals  knew  of  (beir 
refolution. 
^iHeonftancy      AFTER  the  Prtncb  had  taken  Bologna^  it  was  plain,  tfaat. 

?^  the        had  they  pleafed,  they  might  have  made  themfelves  maflers  oi 
rench      ]^(ime  and  the  Ecclefiaftical  State.     The  pope  had  now  no 
^■^*  dependence  but  upon  the  mediation  of  the  king  of  Scotland, 

sihd  the  dread  which  the  French  king  was  under  from  EngUnd. 
Every  one  knows  the  vanity  and  ambition  of  Henry  Vlll. 
^ho  at  this  time  merited  the  epithet  which  he  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs  have  ever  after  ufed,  that  *'  of  Defender  of  the  Faith,*^ 
6r,  more  properly,  the  papal  power,  by  renewing  his  inftances 
with  the  French  king  not  to  purfue  his  conquefts  in  liafy* 
Perhaps  Lewis,  at  the  fame  time,  had  fome  religious  panics 
on  his  mind  ;  but,  be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  certain  that  aU  Eu^ 
tope  was  amazed  at  the  fudden  turn  of  his  fentiments  in  fisivour 
of  the  pope.     He  prohibited  all  rejoicings  for  taking  Bcbgna, 
and  the  other  rapid  fuccefles  of  his  army.     He  exhorted  5/a- 
tivogllo,  whom  he  had  reftored  to  the  government  of  Bologna, 
to  behave  dutifully  towards  his  holineis;  and  he  even  ofFered 
to  afk  pardon,  if  he  had  offended  the  head  of  the  church. 
Thofe  fubmiffions,  inftead  of  mollifying  the  pope,  fervcd  but 
to  revive  his  haughtinefs  and  ftubbornnefs.     Lewis  had  gone 
(b  far  as  to  draw  his  army  oiF  towards  Tufcany  and  tht  Mild* 
nefe ;  and  had  declared  to  the  Scotch  ambaflador,  that  there 
was  fcarcc  any  thing  he  would  not  do,  that  he  might  be  re- 
conciled to  the  holy  father.    The  pope  took  him  at  his  word  ; 
^nd,  aoiongft  other  very  hard  terms  required  of  the  duke  of 
Fcrraray  he  demanded  that  he  fhould  deliver  up  all  the  towns 
he  held  in  the  Romagna.     Lewis  agreed  to  all ;   but  his  com- 
pliance ferved  only  to  make  his  holinefs  rife  in  his  demands» 
till  the  patience  oi  Lewis  was  worn  out;  fo  that  he  declared 
Bentivoglio  and  the  Bolognefe  to  be  under  his  own  ptoteSion, 
and  fent  a  ftrong  body  of  troops  to  their  defence.     The  ir* 
refolution  of  Lewisy  with  the  poverty  and  ambition  of  Maxi- 
miliany  and  the  reduced  power  of  the  Venetians^  again  difcon- 
certed  the  affairs  of  Italy ;  To  that  there  was  not  a  potentate 
there  who  could  truft  another ;  but  the  pope  was  the  only 
gainer.     Defpifing  the  fmall  number  of  cardinals  who  had 
fet  their  names  to  the  indidlion  of  the  general  council  at  Pifa, 
he  indi£led  another  at  the  city  of  Rome,  which  was  to  fit  tfte 
firftof  May^  1512.    But  though,  as  we  have  feen,  he  was 
perpetually  rifing  in  bis  demands^  he  ftill  employed  the  Scotch 
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IktnbafTador  in  the  negociation  be  had  begun  with  Lewis ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  he  endeavoured  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  by  an 
alliance  with  the  Venetians  and  Spaniards  \  but,  above  all,  he 
fought  to  recover  the  friendfliip  of  the  Florentines. 

Being  confclous  of  the  caufes  of  oflFence  he  had  given  7^  pJq. 
Chem,  he  was  afraid  they  might  call  in  the  French  to  their  rentines 
affiftance  againft  the  5//«/i£/J,  for  the  Tccovery  o(  Monte  Pul- recpwr 
cianoy  which  lay  near  the  frontier  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate.  Monte. 
Inftead  therefore  of  garrifoning  that  place,  both  he  and  Pe-  Pulciaaa 
trucciy  who  was  under  the  fame  apprehenftons,  but  was  obliged ' 
to  proceed  with  more  caution,  joined  in  a  negociation  fo^ 
forming  a  defendve  league  between  the  Florentines  and  the 
Sieiineje^  and  for  reftoring  Monte  Pulciano  to  the  former.  At 
lad,  after  conquering  many  difficulties,  Simonetta^  who  aded 
On  this  occafion  as  agent  from  the  pope,  fucceeded  in  bringing 
about  a  league  for  twenty-five  years  between  the  two  ftates : 
upon  which  Monte  Pulciano^  being  previoufly  confirmed  in  all 
its  ahcient  privileges,  returned  to  the  fubjedlion  of  the  FU^ 
rentines.  This  accommodation  was  of  great  femlce  to  the 
pope.  The  Venetians^  this  fummer,  had  defeated  the  French 
and  Germans^  and  recovered  great  part  of^  their  territory, 
Lewis  afcribed  their  fuccefe'to  the  poverty  and  badcwardnefs  of 
Maximilian  ;  and  the  latter  firft  grew  cold  in  the  afFair  of  the 
council  of  Pi/a 9  and  afterwards  required  that  it  fllould  be 
moved  to  fome  other  place.  -  Difficjuliies  multiplying  upoit 
Lewisy  and  being  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  Englatidy  he  like- 
wife  was  difpofed  towards  an  accommodation ;  but  his  holi- 
ne(s  rcfufed  to  give  ear  to  any  propofal  of  that  kind,  unlefs  he 
difowned  the  fchifmatical  council,  as  he  called  it,  convoked 
zi  Pifoy  znd  leRorcd  Bologna  to  the  holy  fee.  Lnois  would 
have  been  tradable  on  the  firft  head ;  but  declared  that  he 
would  defend  Bologna  as  ftrenuoufly  as  he  would  do  Paris* 
The  pope's  obftinacy  was  prompted  by  Ferdinand  the  Catholic^ 
whofe  doable  dealing  and  myfterious  politics  were  now  be* 
come  proverbial  in  Europe^  and  who  dreaded  an  union  between 
the  pope  and  Lewis. 

On  the  firft  of  September,  the  general  council  was  opened  TJl^  rm* 
at  Pi/a^  where  the  mutinous  cardinals,  who  all  of  them  XzyciUpcm  m 
under  the  pope's  cenfures,  performed  feveral  confiftorial  adts.  I^if^- 
This  drew  the  indignation  of  his  holinefs  upon  the  Florentines^ 
who  had  been  fo  lately  obliged  to  him  ;  and  he  laid  them  un- 
dcr  an  interdifl,  as  being  favourers  of  the  fchifmatical  con- 
venticle at  Pifa.     To  terrify  them  the  more,  he  made  the       ' 
cardinal  deMediciy  legate  of  Perugia^  legate  of  Bologna  like- 
wife.     Thofe  proceedings  of  the  pope,  with  the  vifible  cold- 
ncfs  of  the  French  king  in  fupporiing  the  council  of  Pifa,  gave 
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ib  great  concern  to  the  Florentines^  that  they  oppofed  the 
farther  proceedings  of  the  council  and  the  fchifmatical  car- 
dinals.   But  the  intrigues  of  the  Medici  family  and  its  friends 
in  Florence^  began  now  to  appear  by  their  efteds.    Sodnimi 
the  gonfalonier,  and  his  brother  the  cardinal  of  Volterra^  aded 
as  arbitrarily  in  the  government  as  the  Medici  had  ever  done. 
The  public  council  Of  the  peofjle  was,  indeed,  the  fuprcme 
authority ;  but  it  was  under  his  diredion  or  influence :  and  the 
Florentines  were  too  quick-fighted  a  people  not  to  perceive^ 
that,  though  the  forms  of  a  popular  conft^tution  were  pre- 
ferved,  the  fpirit  of  it  might  be  extinguished.  The  gonfalonier 
and  his  brother  continued  to  be  avowed  friends  to  the  French 
king ;  and  many  of  the  Florentines^  though  otherwife  averfe 
to  the  Medici  family,  began,  on  that  account,  to  talk  left  dif*  . 
refpedfully  of  it  than  they  had  done  before.    The  cardinal 
CoaduSofjg  Medici 'w2s  youngy  afiive^  polite,  generous,  and  politic^ 
tbecardi'  beyond  moft  men  of  hb  age.    He  had  exaft  intelligence  of 
?^  .  .      all  that  paiTed  in  Florence^  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
difpofitions  of  the  public.    Inftead  of  attaching  himfelf,  as  s 
man  of  genius  inferior  to  his  would  have  done,  .to  the  old 
approved  friends  of  his  family,  he  extended  his^  benevolence, 
purfe,  and  patronage,  to  all  the  Florentines^  and  equally  ca- 
refled  the  enemies,  as  the  friends,  of  his  family.    His  credit  at 
the  court  of  Rome  gave  him  many  opportunities  of  ferving 
them ;  and  in  a  (hort  time  the  minds  of  the  Florentines  be- 
came wonderfully  difpofed  in  his  favour.    His  party  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  neceiSties  of  many  noblemen,  who,  after  ruin- 
ing themfelves  by  extravagance,  had  recourfe  to  his  finances; 
and  the  papal  interdid,  under  which  the  city  lay,  difpofed  all 
who  were  religioufly,  or  rather  fuperflitioufly,  inclined,  to  fa- 
vour him,  that  the  interdid  might  be  taken  off  through  bis 
intereft.    Thofe  who  were  averfe  to  him,  were  over- awed  by 
his  power  as  legate  of  Bologna ;  ib  that,  upon  the  whole,  the 
partizans  of  the  Medici  family  now  appeared  in  Florena  as 
openly  as  ever. 
ApftaUf      NoTOViTHSTAKUiNG  all  thts,  the  republic  ftill  maintained 
the  Flo-     its  own  dignity,  even  in  oppofition  to  the  pope,  and  appealed 
leotines,    from  his  interdid  to  a  holy  council  of  the  univerfal  church. 
ufon  being  In  confcquence  of  this  appeal,  they  aded  as  if  they  bad  been 
itutrdiQed,  under  no  interdid,  and  obliged  the  priefts  to  perform  divine 
fervices  in  the  churches.    While  matters  were  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  the  pope,  Ferdinand  the  Catholic^  and  the  Venetians^  en- 
tered into  a  league  for  fecuring  Italy  againft  all  foreigners,  by 
which  the  infolence  of  pope  Julim  grew  greater  than  ever. 
In  a  public  confiftory,  where  he  appeared  in  great  form  and 
fplendour,  he  degraded  the  contumacious  cardinals  who  had 
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bpened  the  Council  of  Pifa.  After  this,  he  folicited  Ferdinand 
io  baften  the  march  of  the  troops  ftipulated  by  the  lafe  treaty; 
and  by  their  afliftance  he  propofed,  if  all  other  means  (hould 
fail,  to  rcftore  the  Medici  family  to  its  power  in  Florence, 

The  impetuofity  of  the  pope  injured  the  farnily  he  wanted  T'i^  Mcdi-i 
to  ferve.  Its  moderate  friends  coiild  not  bear  the  thoughts  ci  oppo/edg 
of  being  under  a  papal  government ;  and  the  republic  not  only 
inade  preparsitions  for  defending  jtfelf,  but  raifed  a  bank  or 
fund  out  of  the  income^  of  the  ectkfiadics^  which  was  not  toi 
be  expended^  but  reftored  to  the  oHginal  proprietors^  unlefii 
they  were  attacked  by  the  pOpe.  This,  however,  met  with 
great  oppofition  ;  but  when  the  grand  council  aflembled,  the 
gcnfalomer  made  a  long  fpeech,  inveighing  againfl  the  pope 
and  the  Medici  family ;  which  had  fuch  weight,  that  the  law 
at  laft  pafled. 

The  flames  of  war  rhuft  noVI^  ha<re  broken  out  in  Tufcanjy  JUfueufi 
bad  \i  not  been  for  the  prudence  of  Pandolfo  Petrucciy  who  of  the 
remonft rated  to  his  holinefs,  that  the  Florentines  could  only  be  Pifan 
driven  into  conneflioils  with  France ^  that  they  might  defend  counciL 
ihemfelves,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  in  their  own  country  ;  that 
they  were  by  no  means  difpofed  in  favour  of  the  French  king  ; 
that  they  had  been  forced^  contrary  to  their  own  fentimenis, 
to  ferve  him  in  a  few  immaterial  points;  and  that  the  pope 
l^ould.  much  better  cotne  to  his  end  by  treating  them  with 
forbearance,  and  by  endeavouring  to  fccover  Bobgna^  where 
he  wiuid  meet  with  little  refiftance.  Petr ucci' s  zdv ice,  tho' 
known  td  proceed  from  intererted  motives,  v/as  followed  ;  and 
It  foon  appeared,  that  the  difpofition  of  the  Florentines  did 
not  by  dny  means  lead  them  to  jv.ckvoke  his  holinefs.  The 
fchifmatical  cardinals,  who  had  only  ffent  their  proxies  to  the 
touncil  of  Pi/a^  hearing  of  their  being  degi'aded  and  excom- 
municated by  the  popd,  ftopt  at  S.  Domino,  from  whence  the 
two  Spanijh  Cardinals  repaired  to  Lvcca ;  but  the  three  French 
tardinals,  together  With  the  biOiops  of  that  nation,  proceeded 
to  Pifa  under  the  guard  of  three  hundred  French  lances,  com- 
manded by  Foixy  who  were  to  refide  at  Pifa  during  the  feffioii 
of  the  council.  The  Florentines  had  not  been '  informed  of 
the  deftinatiort  of  thofe  ttoops  till  they  were  upon  their  march; 
and,  partly  from  refentment,  partly  through  prudential  confi- 
derations,  they  refolved  to  prohibit  their  admiffion  into  Pifa. 
They  refpedfuify  gave  their  reafons  fbr  this  prohibition  to  the 
French  king,  as  wdl  as  his  cardinals;  but  the  cardinal  of  St, 
Maio,  who  was  at  their  head,  prefuming  on  the  great  power 
of  Lewis,  fecretly  ordered  the  troops  to  proceed.  Lewis,  on 
the  other  hand,  had  promifed  to  the  Florentines  that  they 
(hould  not  proceed :  upon  which  the  republic  fent  Francefco 
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Vettori  to  certify  to  the  cardipal  of  5/  Maloj  that  they  would 

oppofe,  with  force  of  arms,  the  entrance  of  any  troops  into 

the  Pifan,     At  the  fa^e  time  they  ordered  the  cfeicf  Pifans^ 

who  were  fufpeftcd  of  favouring  the  French^  to  be  fent  to 

Florence^  and  quartered  a  body  of  troops  in  the  neighbourhood 

oiPifa,  This  alienation  of  the  Florentines  Uom  the  French  intc- 

reft,  and  the  cardinal's  being  obliged  to  countermand  the  march 

of  the  troops,  gave  fuch  pteafure  to  the  pop6,  that  be  for 

fome  time  fufpended  the  interdict  that  he  had  laid  ^upon  Pija 

The  pope     and  FUrence.    But  the  Florentines  gave  him  dill  mote  fubftan- 

reconciled    tial  proofs  how  much  they  difliked  the  council  of  Pija^  by 

to  the  Flo*  laying  the  members  of  it,  who  repaired  to  that  city,  under 

xentincs.    every  poffible  mortification.     They  were  not  even  treated  in 

the  itreets  with  common  decency ;  and  the  higher  and  more 

difinterefted  their  pretexts  oT  meeting  were,  the  more  they 

were  ridiculed  and  blamed  for  proftituttng  the  names  of  reli- 

fton  and  virtq^  to  the  purpofes  of  intereft  and  ambition, 
iven  the  clergy  of  the  church  of  Pifa  locked  up  the  doors  of 
their  cathedral,  and  refufed  to  give  the  members  entrance  into 
it,  or  to  lend  their  afiiftance  towards  the  ceremonies  required 
for  opening  tbe  feflion.  The  members  complained  to  the 
Florentine  magillracy,  who  ordered  that  they  (bould  be  admit- 
ted into  the  church,  and  have  theufepf  its  furniture^  but  refufed 
to  oblige  the  clergy  to  affid  at  any  religious  worfhip.  Thofe 
xefolutions,  as  Guicciardin  *  rightly  obferves,  were  ipconfifieiic 
with  each  other ;  but  were  owing  to  the  divifions  that  pre- 
vailed amongft  the  Florentines  thcmfelves ;  for  parties  were  (9 
equally  ballanced,  that  no  queftion  could  be  carried  clearly 
cither  for  the  French  or  the  papal  intereft,  by  which  both  were 
difobliged.  An  accident  freed  tbe  Pifans  from  the  council  ; 
for  a  quarrel  happening  between  a  few  French  foldters  and  the 
townfipen,  in  which  feme  were  wounded  on  both  fides,  tbe 
members  of  the  council  adjourned  it  to  Milan^  where  they 
•  were  received,  if  poiTible,  with  more  ideteftation  than  they 
had  been  at  Pifa, 
Mercenary  The  parfimony  of  Lcivis^  and  the  poverty  of  Maximilicm^ 
di/pofition  ftiH  continued  to  divide  Italy*  The  pope  and  the  king  of 
of  the  •  Spain  endeavoured  to  efl'e6b  an  alliance  between  AiaxinuUan 
^^^^'  and  the  Venetians  ;  but  Lewisy  after  various  deliberations,  fixed 
Maximilian  in  his  intereft  with  money,  and  promifed  to  take 
into  his  fervice  a  \yo6yoi  Swifs.  This  people  began  now  to 
lofc  their  efteem  in  Europe^  through  their  mercenary  difpoli- 
tion.  They  openly  offered  themlllves  for  fale  to  the  fwft 
bidder  i  and^  the  liberality  of  the  pontiff  pr^vailiiig  over  ibe 
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patfunoDV  of  Lewis^  they  refolved  tt>  invade  the  Milatufi. 
The  witcr  part  of  the  French  council  advifed  Lewis  by  all 
means  to  malce  the  Swifs  his  friendsy  which  he  oiight  have 
done  at  the  eXpence  of  ten  thoufand  ducats  \  but  he  neglet^ed 
it  The  Swi/s^  before  they  began  their  expedition,  fent  a 
mefTage  to  Venice^  informing  the  fenate,  that  they  intended  to 
drive  the  French  out  of  Italy^  and  aiBft  that  republic,  demand- 
ing a  fupply  of  provifions,  a  train  of  artillery,  and  five  hun- 
dred horfe,  of  all  which  they  were  deftitute  in  their  own 
country  ;  and  the  Venetian  fenate  readily  granted  their  re- 
queft.  Lewis  had  not  forefeen  this.  He  had  depended  upon 
the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  the  inability  of  the  Sivifs  by 
themfelves  to  invade  any  country,  the  good  ftate  of  the  Mi^ 
lanefe  fortifications,  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops.  Farefi- 
was  the  place  of  the  Swifs  rendezvous ;  and  from  thence  they 
fent  a  defiance  to  Gafton  de  Foix,  the  Freruh  governor  of  Milan^ 
who,  being  weak  in  infantry,  was  obliged  to  keep  on  the  de- 
fcnfive,  and  pofted  himfelf  at  Lignago*  The  &wifs  advanced 
to  Galeray  where  de  Foix  offered  them  battle.  The  Swifs ^ 
expe^ing  reinforcements,  declined  it  $  but  foon  after,  their 
army  aaK>gnting  to  fixteen  thoufand  men,  they  obliged  the 
French  to  retire  to  the  city  of  Mi/an. 

LEJVISi  being  now  fcjifible  of  his  error  in  not  retaining  Divifitm 
the  Swifs  in  his  pay,  ordered  de  Feix  to  offer  them  what-  in  Flo- 
ever  money  they  required,  if  they  wodd  difcontinue  the  in-  rence. 
vafion ;  but,  though  mercenary,  they  were  juft  to  their  en- 
gagements. The  pope,  however,  and  the  Venetians^  negleded 
to  fupport  them,  either  by  fending  them  money,  or  making  a 
diverfion  in  their  favour.  This  breach  of  contrad  made  the 
Swifs  offer,  after  they  came  within  two  miles  of  Milan^  to 
return  to  their  own  country,  if  di  F$ix  would  advance  them 
the  money  of  which  they  had  been  difappointed  by  their  allies, 
which  was  refufed  them.  Lewis^  perceiving  the  imminent 
danger  of  Milan^  now  made  his  utmoft  efforts  for  prefervihg 
that  city,  as  well  as  Bologna.  His  chief  dependence  in  Ita^ 
lay  on  the  Florentines^  whofe  country  was  fituated  between 
Milan  and  the  Romagna. '  Lewis^  therefore,  in&fted  upon  their 
employing  the  whole  of  their  force  in  his  favourj  without 
ftipulating  any  cenain  number,  and  for  their  fecuring  all  the 
ayenues  in  their  country  by  which  the  enemy  could  peni^trate 
into  the  Romagna.  The  Florentines  were  divided  on  this 
occafion.  A  great  parry  amongft  them  was  againft  extending 
their  engagements  with  fo  faithlefs  and  ungrateful  a  people,  as 
the  French  had  always  proved  themfelves  to  be  towards  Flo* 
rence.  They  reprcfented,  that  they  had  fulfilled  all  their  fli- 
puiations  with  France  i  and  that  iHe  gnly  way  to  make  them- 
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felves  >efpe£^able  in  Italy  was  to  maintain  a  tieutrality,  whidi 
would  acquire  to  them  the  good-will  of  the  Venetians^  the 
pope,  and  the  catholic  king,  befides  faying  themfelves  vaft 
(urns  of  money. 
The gonfa-  SODERlNIy  the  gonfalonier  for  life,  whofe  power  in 
lonierftdes  the  ftate  fell  little  (hort  of  that  of  a  perpetual  diiSator,  bad 
^itb  the  no  other  dependence,  for  defending  himfelf  againft  his  ene- 
French,  mies,  who  were  powerful  and  numerous,  but  the  friendlhip  of 
Le%visy  for  whom  he  always  was  a  flrenuous  advocate.  Ot& 
this  occafion,  he  reprefentcd  the  caufe  oi  France  as  being  tbatt 
of  the  Florentines ;  and  that,  if  the  pope,  the  Venetians^  and 
the  catholic  king  (hould  prevail,  they  would  turn  their  arms 
againft  their  republic,  and  fubvert  its  independency.  He 
likewife  infifted  upon  the  fervices  the  Fremh  had  in  pall  times 
performed  for  the  Fbrentines.  All  his  arguments,  however, 
were  inefFedual,  becaufe  of  his  notorious  attachment  to  Fnzif^, 
for  bringing  his  countrymen  to  any  decifive  refolutton ;  and 
Guicciardin  the  hiftorian,  who  was  then  dofior  of  laws,  tho' 
no  more  than  twenty-nine  years  of  age^  was  by  them  fern 
ambaflfador  to  the  catholic  king,  or,  as  he  is  called,  the  king 
of  Arragon;  but,  by  his  own  account^  with  no  ycty  healing 
overturts. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  French^  who  knew  the  neceffide^ 

of  the  Stvi/s  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan^  refufcd  to  come 

to  any  accommodation  with  them ;   and,  notwithftanding  aH 

A^/TM/ ^  their  menaces,  of  which  they  were  very  liberal,  they  broke 

the  Swifs    up  their  camp,  and  fet  out  for  their  own  country,  without 

fromltsly.  regard  to  the  remonftrances  of  the  pope  and  the  Venetians. 

Upon  their  departure,  the  pope's  troops  and  thofe  of  SfHon 

entered  tlie  Romagna^  where  all  the  places  belonging  to  the 

duke  of  Ferrara^  excepting  the  fort  of  Genivolo^  furrendered 

to  them  without  refiftance ;  but  that  fort  was  likewife  taken» 

after  a  brave  defence,  by  aflault,  in  which  the  garrifon  was 

cut  in  pieces.     A  few  hours  after,  the  duke  oiFerrara  retook 

it)  and,  in  revenge,  put  all  the  Spaniards  within  it  to  the 

fword. 

IVarin  THE  city  of /W<2  was  the  rendezvous  for  the  armies  of 

Italy  coft'  Spain  and  the  holy  fee,  which  were  now  veryftrong.    FahricH 

tinues.        Colopna  commanded  the  Spaniardsy  under  the  viceroy  of  Na^ 

pies ;  as  did  the  cardinal  de  Medici  the  pope's  forces,  though 

without  any  military  defignation.     Their  great  objedl  was  to 

retake  Bohgna^  which  they  accordingly  invcfted,  fo  as  to  pre- 

Tent  the  French  from  throwing  any  fuccours  into  it,     Fabria$ 

Colonna  had  the  command  of  the  Hege  \  but  it  was  carried  oa 

in  a  moft  aukward  dilatory  manner,  the  befiegers  being  every 

bour  under  apprebenfions  of  an  attack  from  the  French,    Car- 
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^al  tU  Medrci  «ras  keen  for  forwarding  the  operations  againft 
fbe  city,  and  was  diftruflful  of  the  Spaniards^  on  account  of 
their  king's  known  infidelity.  He  was  farther  ftimulated  by 
the  daily  reproaches  and  mefTages  he  received  from  the  pope, 
whofe  (anguine  temper  rendered  him  impatient.  The  vice.' 
roy  o{  Naples  took  it  amifs,  that  an  ecclefiafiic,  as  the  car- 
dinal was,  (hould  prefume  to  dilate  in  military  operations ; 
but  Navarra^  z  Spanijh  gtntx^\^  to  whom  he  paid  great  de- 
ference, reprefented  to  him  fo  effedtually  the  (bame  of  a  longer 
inactivity,  that  at  laft  the  fiege  was  puihed  with  tolerable  vi^ 

four.  ITpon  this,  the  befieged  demanded  affiftance  from' 
^oix^  who  accordingly  came  to  their  relief,  and  rajfed  the 
Aege  on  the  nineteenth  day  after  it  was  undertaken  \  but  Brif^ 
da  aad  Bergamoy  in  the  mean  time,  were  taken  by  the  Fene-^ 
tians.  De  Folx^  however,  after  providing  for  the  fecuricy  of 
Bologna^  marched  with  incredible  expedition  againft  the  Vene- 
tians^ and  defeating  their  army,  be  befieged  and  retook  Bref- 
^ia^  where  he  put  about  eight  thoufand  Venetians  to  the  fword, 
amongft  whom  were  many  officers  and  perfons  of  great  dif- 
tin6lion.  The  other  towns,  which  had  been  retaken  by  the 
Venetians  in  Lombardy^  followed  the  fate  o(  Brefcia.  De  Foi» 
then  marched  againft  the  confederate  army,  which  remained 
ftill  in  the  Bolognefe.    But  the  French  king  at  this  time  was  * 

under  great  perplexities,  arifing  from  his  uncertainty  as  to  the 
difpofition  of  Maximilian^  and  the  war  that  bad  juft  broken 
out  between  him  and  the  king  of  England.  After  various  ne- 
gociations,  he  had  reafon  to  fufped  that  Maximilian  was  re- 
folved  to  detach  himfelf  from  his  alliance,  and  he  endeavoured 
to  replace  the  German  troops  in  his  pay  by  an  equal  number  of 
Swifs.  At  the  fame  time  he  applied  to  the  pope  for  a  peace  ; 
but  was  anfwered,  that  he  was  to  exped  none»  unlefs  he  gave 
up  Bologna  and  Ferrara  to  the  holy  fee. 

Under  thofe  difficulties,  Lewis  applied  to  the  Florentines^  Coldnefi 
He  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  to  join  in  an  expedition  between 
againft  the  Romagna ;    but  fo  great  was  the  pubKc  hatred  tbeYXottn- 
towards  the  gonfalonier,  ihsit  sl  Neapolitan  ambaiTador  was  pub-  ^^^^  ^^ 
lickly  careflcd  at  Florence^  and  all  the  anfwers  Lewis  received  ^''^nclu 
to  his  applications  were  general  and  dilatory.     The  term  of 
his  engagements  with  the  Florentines  was  now  almoft  expired, 
and  he  prefled  for  a  renewal  of  them.     He  even  offered  to  be 
at  all  the  expence  of  the  war  5  but  the  Florentines  not  only 
continued  to  temporize*  but  publickly  fent  a  minide'r  to  the 
court  of  Spain.     The  pope  did  not  fail  to  encourage  this  cold- 
ncfs  in  the  Florentines  towards  the  French,     He  took  ofF  his 
interdi<^s  from  their  city  ;  and  fent  (jiovanni  Gozzadhiiy  a  Bo- 
lignefe^  and  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  apoftcUc  chamber,   as 
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Jiis  nuncio,  to  Florence.  Lewis^  upon  this,  thought  he  could 
have  no  dependence  in  Italy  but  upon  the  ftrength  of  hit  own 
arms,  and  ordered  Je  Foix  to  give  the  enemy  battle  in  the  B^^ 
lognefe^  and,  if  he  (hould  fucceed,  to  march  againft  Rufu 
itfclf.  To  paHiate  fo  irreligious  a  war,  he  pretended  to  have 
on  his  fide  the  council  of  Pifa^  to  whofe  deputies  the 
towns  taken  from  the  pope  were  to  be  furrendered.  To  give 
weight  to  his  orders,  de  Foix  received  from  France  a  great  re- 
inforcement of  troops,  confiding  of  five  thoufand  Germam 
foot,  five  thoufand  Gafcons^  eight  thoufand  Italians  and  French^ 
and  fixteen  hundred  lances,  including  two  hundred  Milanefe 
gentlemen.  This  army  was  to  be  joined  by  one  hundred  mea 
at  arms,  one  hundred  light  horfe,  and  a  numerous  train  of 
artillery,  under  the  duke  of  Ferrara, 
Siege  and  ^^  FOIXy  though  a  young  man,  and  naturally  impe- 
h^tle  of  ^uc>us,  had  great  experience,  and  adled  with  vaft  caution* 
^vcnna.  ^^  advanced  to  the  Bolognefe^  where  the  confederate  army 
was  encamped.  It  was  inferior  to  his  in  numbers ;  but  they 
every  day  expeded  a  reinforcement  of  fix  thoufand  Swijs^ 
which  would  render  them  fuperior.  Being  upon  the  defenfivc^ 
they  made  fo  good  a  choice  of  their  ground,  that  the  French 
could  not  attack  them  without  vaft  difadvantage ;  and  the 
catholic  king  advifed  his  generals,  and  thofe  of  the  pope,  by 
all  means  to  avoid  a  battle,  becaufe  he  every  day  expedcd 
that  the  French  king  would  recal  his  army  out  of  Italy  to  de- 
fend himfclf'againft  the  Epglijh,  After  various  motions  on 
both  fides,  the  confederates  retired  under  the  walls  of  Imola^ 
where  the  French  durft  not  attack  them.  De  Foix^  that  he 
might  throw  his  enemies  off  their  guard,  afFe£ted  to  lead  z 
life  of  plcafure  and  gallantry;  but  at  laft,  after  obtaining 
feme  flight  advantages,  the  two  armies  encamped  within  can- 
non (hot  of  each  other,  without  either  daring  to  begin  an 
attack.  In  the  mean  while,  Maximilian  concluded  a  truce 
with  the  Vemtiansy  which  made  Lewis  reiterate  his  orders  to 
de  Foix  for  giving  the  enemy  battle.  De  Foix  found  that  to 
be  imprafticable,  and  therefore  he  undertook  the  fiege  of  Reh' 
%^nnay  in  hopes  of  drawing  the  confederates  from  their  ad- 
vantageous fituation  to  tlie  relief  of  that  city.  The  place 
was  ftrong,  both  by  art  and  nature,  and  defended  by  Antonio 
Colonna,  who  folemnly  engaged  the  confederated  generals  to 
attempt  to  raife  the  fiege.  De  Foix  found  himfelf  under  great 
difficulties.  His  army  was  ftraitened  for  provifions,  the^ifirr- 
tian  fleet  having  blocked  up  the  mouth  of  the  Po,  fo  that  he 
could  receive  no  fijpplies  from  the  Ferrare/e,  Thofe  ditfad- 
\antagcs  occafioned  his  making  a  vigorous,  though  inconft* 
derate,  attack  upon  the  place,  in  Which  he  was  repulfed  with 
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great  loft.  The  inhabitants,  however,  were  fo  much  daunt« 
ed,  that  they  entered  into  a  fecrec  negociarion  with  him 
about  a  furrender ;  but,  while  it  was  in  dependence,  the  con* 
federated  generals,  that  they  might  keep  their  faith  with  C$^ 
Icmna^  advanced  to  raife  the  fiege.  Upon  thb,  de  Foixj  with- 
out hefitation,  drew  off  his  artillery,  and  refolved  to  give  the 
enemy  battle.  Guicciardin  has  given  us  the  fpeech  faid  to 
have  been  made  by  deFoix^  on  this  occafion  ;  but  with  fmall 
appearance  of  its  being  genuine,  the  whole  of  it  confiding  of 
paflages  from  the  ancients  on  the  like  occafions.  The  num« 
bers  of  both  armies  were  nearly  equal,  by  the  reinforcements 
the  confederates  had  received  \  and  the  battle  was  the  moft 
confiderable  of  any  that  had  been  fought  in  Italy  for  fome 
hundreds  of  years :  but  the  French  artillery  was  much,  better 
fiipplied  than  that  of  the  confederates,  who,  after  an  obftinate 
difpute,  were  defeated.  The  Spanijb  infantry,  however,  having 
performed  amazing  a<%  of  valour,  prepared  to  retire  in  good  "• 

order,  and  with  the  countenance  of  conquerors.  This  pro- 
voked de  Foixy  and  he  attacked  them  with  a  body  of  cavalry, 
but  was  himfelf  killed;  fo  that  the  Spaniards  marched  ofF  in  Foijc  kilU 
a  kind  of  triumph,  while  moft  of  their  confederates  were  ft/, 
either  killed  or  taken  prifoners.  It  is  thought  that  about  fix- 
teen  thoufand  men,  four  thoufand  of  whom  were  French^ 
periflied  in  this  battle,  which  is  called  that  oi  Ravenna. 

The  Florentines^  all  this  while,  afFc^^ed  an  exad  neutra-  The 
lity,  and  prote£ted  fuch  of  the  fugitives  as  took  flight  through  French /;i« 
their  dominions.     After  the  battle,  the  French;  enraged  by  bereft  dc* 
the  lofs  of  their  general,  took  Rxwenna  by  ftorm,  and  treated  ^^"^^  '« 
it  in  a  moft  barbarous  manner.     After  that,  moft  of  the  cities  ^'*^y* 
of  the  Romagna  furrenderedjo  them  ;  but  the  citadels  of  Forli 
and  Imola  held  out.    Notwithftanding  this  ihew  of  fuccefs, 
the  French  army  was  ruined  by  the  lo6  of  their  general,  who 
was  fucceeded  in  his  command  by  PaliJJi  \  but,  though  an 
officer  of  great  merit,  he  was  both  ignorant  of,  and  unable  to 
execute,  the  (themes  of  de  Fnx,     When  the  news  of  the  ^^'- 
ttzt  of  Ravenna  came  to  Rome,  many  of  the  cardinals,  and 
the  other  ecclefiaftics,  earneftly  applied  to  the  pope,  to  incline 
him  to  peace,  as  they  thought  it  certain  that  the  vidJorious 
army  would  march  diredly  to  Rome^  and  be  joined  by  moft  of 
the  great  lords  of  the  Romagna.     But  Julio  de  Medici^  a  fpu- 
rious  branch  of  the  Adedici  family,  was  fent  by  his  brother 
the  cardinal,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of 
Ravenna^  to  inform  the  pope  of  the  true  fituation  of  affairs* 
By  his  report,  as  well  as  by  the  reprcfentations  of  the  Spanijb 
*nd  Venetian  ambafladors,    it  appeared,  that  the  lofs  of  the 
confederates,    however  confiderable,    was  eafily  reparable  v 
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that  the  Stvifi  were  ori  the  point  of  declaring  for  the  ooni^ 
deracy  ;  and  that,  in  any  event,  the  pope,  in  cafe  Rome  WM 
attacked,  or  even  taken,  might  retire  to  Venice^  or  to  Naples. 
Negocia"  JULIUS  continued,  as  ufual,  long  doubtful  as  to  the 
iionsfor  courfe  he  (hould  hold)  but  at  laft  he  told  the  cardinals  tha( 
feacf.  ^c  inclined  to  peace,»  and  defired  them  to  employ  the  media- 
tion of  the  Florentines  for  that  purpofe.  His  holine(s>  hovr«- 
cver,  refufed  to  acquaint  them  with  the  particular  terms  he 
was  willing  to  accept  of;  and  though  he  had  ordered  hi3 
gallics  at  Civtta  Vecchla  to  attend  him  at  Rome^  that  he  might 
fnake  his  efcape  f^om  thence,  yet  he  fecretly  made  difpofi- 
tions  for  continuing  the  war.  Every  day  convinced  him  of 
the  weakneis  of  the  French^  whofe  generals  were  divided 
.  amongft  themfelves,  and  whofe  king  was  undetermined  and 
irrefolute.  The  duke  of  Urbino^  nephew  to  the  pope,  tha* 
he  had  till  then  favoured  the  French^  was  fo  fenfible  of  tbeir 
weaknefs,  that  he  now  offered  to  join  his  uncle  with  cwq 
hundred  men  at  arms,  and  four  thoufand  foot  \  and  the  Sar/i 
were  fo  exafperated  againft  the  French  king,  that  they  refuled 
10  fuffer  his  minifter  to  be  prefent  at  their  deliberations.  The 
(confideration  of  all  this  difpofed  Leuns  to  treat  with  the 
pontiff,  and  privately  to  offer,  as  preliminaries  to  the  treaty, 
to  agree  that  Bolopia  fhould  be  reflored  to  the  holy  fee  ;  and 
that  Alfonfo  d*Ejiey  duke  of  Ferrara^  (hould  refign  to  his 
holinefs  the  towns  be  held  in  the  Romagna^  and  pay  him  the 
kccudomed  tribute,  and  that  he  would  aboli(h  the  council 
that  had  been  fummoned  at  Pifa,  All  he  demanded  in  return 
was  a  peace  ;  that  the  duke  of  F^rrara  (hould  be  abfolved 
from  his  ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  and  reflored  to  his  ancient 
lights  and  privileges,  and  the  BentivogUo  family  to  their 
private  edates;  and  that  the  cardinals  who  had  adhered  to 
the  Pi/an  council,  (hould  be  rcinflated  in  their  dignities. 
Infidclityof  THOUGH  thofe  terms  were  much  better  than  the  pope 
tbe.pope»  could  have  expeded  from  a  vldiorious  enemy,  yet  he  knew 
the  condition  of  the  French  (o  well,  that  he  (ecreily  rcfolvcd  to 
pay  no  regard  to  them.  The  flate  of  his  affairs,  however, 
led  him  to  temporize,  and  he  ftgned  the  articles  that  had 
been  offured  him  on  the  part  of  Lewis,  Immediately  after 
this  he  fent  for  the  Spanijh  and  Venetian  ambaffadors,  and  de- 
fired  them  to  acquaint  their  mafters,  that  he  had  no  manner 
of  .intention  to  pay  any  regard  to  what  he  had  (igned,  and 
that  all  he  defigned  was  to  lull  the  French  king  afleep.  It 
foon  appeared  howjuAly  his  holinefs  had  taken  his  meafures. 
The  Swifs  were  again  in  motion,  and  Lewis  was  obliged  to 
recal  PaliJJe  from  the  Romagna,  This  delivered  the  pop^ 
from  his  fears,  and  he  foon  got  the  better  of  all  his  oppo- 
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Dents  in  the  Romagna  and  th^  ecclefiaflical  ftate,  where 
the  friends  oi  France  dcferied  her,  ^ftcr  lecciving  from  her 
vaft  fums  of  money. 

On  the  third  o\  May  1512,  his  hoh'nefs  in  perfon  opened     A.  D, 
the  Lateran  council,  which  was  declared  to  be  holy  and  law-     1512. 
full  and  was  called  in  oppofitioii  to  that  of  ftfa     So  grofs  ^he  Lace- 
an  affront  offered  to  Levoh  put  him  in  a  rage,  and  he  again  ran  cou^-^ 
ordered  PaMi  to  point  his  march  towards  Rome.    He  foon  tHofened^ 
perceived  that  this  proceeding  would  only  fcrve  to  make  all 
the  reft  of  Europe  his  enemies ;    and  Palijfe  was  ordeied  to 
ftpp  in  the  Romagna^  till  the  event  of  a  negociation  for  a 
dehnitive  treaty,  that  had  been  opened  at  Florence  upon  the  , 

footing  of  the  preliminiaries,  fiiould  be  known/  Thither 
I^ewis  fent  the  prefident  of  Grenoble^  with  full  powers  to  put 
the  finifhing  band  to  fuch  a  treaty ;  but  that  was  not  now 
in  his  option.  The  cardinal  of  York^  ambaflador  from  Eng- 
land^  had,  by  his  mafter's  order,  declared  for  the  pope  and  hi$ 
allies.  Maximilian  had  ratified  the  truce  with  the  Venetians  ; 
and  the  Catholic  king  was  preparing  to  fend  Gonfahjo  with 
an  army  againft  the  French^  for  the  fecurity  of  Naples,  The 
pope,  mov^  by  thofe  and  other  encouraging  appearances, 
rejeSed  the  form  of  the  treaty  that  was  prefented  to  him  on 
the  part  of  France^  though  agreeable  to  the  preliminaries  he 
tiimfelf  had  (igned ;  but  he  pretended  to  do  it  by  the  advice 
of  the  college  of  cardinals,  and  particularly  the  minifters  of 
Englan4  and  $pain^  and  after  a  folemn  debate  in  the  con- 
iiftory. 

The  cardinal  de  Medici  was  all  this  while  prifoner  at  Mi-  The  cardi* 
Ian  J  where  he  was  treated  with  the  higheft  honours  and  re-  WdeMe- 
fpect,  as  if  he  had  been  a  conqueror  inftead  of  a  captive  ;  but  ^i^^  ^  P^'^- 
the  pope,  to  fliew  how  little  he  valued  the  French  king,  pub-/^"'''  ^^ 
liihed  a  monitory,  requiring  him,  under  ecclefiaflical  penal-  ^"^'*- 
tiesy  to  releafe  the  cardinal.     He  proceeded  farther.     He  fent 
de  Medici  a  power  to  abfolve  from  cenfures,  all  foldiers  who 
would  promife  no  longer  to  bear  arms  againft  the  church, 
and  to  grant  Chriftian  burial  to  all  the  dead.     The  e&'etfi: 
which  thofe  indulgencies  had  was  incredible,  and  the  French 
txoops  flockea  in  fuch  riumbers  to  the  cardinal  for  abfolutions, 
that  clerks  were  wanting  for  ex^^editing  the  patents  of  abfo- 
lution.     This  daring  infult  on  a  crowned  head  left  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council  of  Fifa  nothing  to  expeft  but  contempt 
and  danger  to  their  own  perfons.     They  were  every  where 
freated  as  members  of  a  fchifmatical  conventicle,    and  the 
.  French  fubjedb  and  foldiers  exprelTed  the  highcft  veneratiort 
for  cardinal  de  Mediciy  as  being  the  true  apoftolical  legate. 
fifwis  was  obliged  to  put  up  with  all  thofe  affronts,  being 
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forced  to  recal  part  of  his  troops  from  Itatf  to  defend  hlin* 
fclf  agaioft  the  Englijh.     At  the  time  the  biattle  of  Raoenma 
was  fought,  the  term  of  his  league  wich  the  Florentines  was 
almoft  expired ;   but  the  reputation  his  arms  acquired  by  that 
battle,  prevailed  with  t\it Florentines  to  renew  it  for  five  yeais^ 
he  obliging  himfelf  to  employ  (ix  hundred  lances  in  their  de- 
fence, if  attacked;    while  the  Florentines  engaged  to  defend 
his  Italian  dominions,  in  the  like  cafe,  witn  four  hundred 
men  at  arms.     The  Florentines^  however,  were  fo  cautious 
as  to  except  out  of  this  treaty  the  town  of  Cotigmby  upon 
which  the  holy  fee  had  (bme  claims. 
Irruption        ^^"^  ^^  peace  of  Italy  was  now  more  than  ever  in  dan- 
of  the        85^-    '^^^  Swifs  had  conceived  fuch  a  hatred  towards   the 
^wki&into  Jprencb  king,  that  they  enlifled  under  the  pope*s  banners,  for 
Italy.        ^  Rhenijh  florin  a  man  %  in  fuch  numbers,  that  his  treafuiy 
was  infufiicient  to  fupply  the  enliftino;  money,  inconfiderable 
as  it  was.     About  twenty  thoufand  of  them   aflembled  at 
Coria^  and  the  emperor  granted  them  a  free  paflage  through 
his  dominions.     The  French  under  Palilje  were  in  no  condi- 
tion to  refift  them.     Being  furnifbed  with  a  gpod  train  of  ar- 
tillery by  the  Venetians^  whofe  army  they  joined,  they  fell  di- 
redlly  into  the  Milanefe^  P^HJ/^  retiring  every  where  before 
them,  and  lofing  pott  after  poft.     The  French  had  now  no 
hopes  but  in  being  able  to  defend  fome  of  their  capital  towns 
and  cities,  and  in  the  Swifs  dilbanding  themfelves  for  want 
of  pay,  in  which  the  pope  was  very  backward.    The  Floreih- 
tines,  on  the   requifition  of  Lewis,   had  fent  three  hundred . 
men  at  arms  to  Lomhardyy  of  whom  one  hundred  were  put 
into  garrifon  at  Brefcia^  and  another  hundred  zt  Bergamo,  and 
the  reft  in  the  different  towns  In  the  Milanefe-,    in  which  the 
French,   amounting  not  to  above  ten  thoufand  men,   their 
German  mercenaries  included,  (hut  themfelves  up  ;   but  all  of 
a  fuddcn  Maximilian  ordered  his  fubjedls,  who  moft  of  them 
were  Tirolefe,  to  leave  the  French  fervice,  which  they  did. 
^Pcdtjfe  then  defpaired  of  being  able  any  longer  to  defend  the 
Milanefe*     Cremona  and  Bergamo  revoifed  from  the  French^ 
and  were  received  in  the  name  of  Maximilian  Sforza,  the  fon 
of  Lewis  the  Moor.    Palijfe  was  not  able,  for  want  of  money, 
to  pay  his  troops,  even  to  guard  the  pafTage  of  the //^^iZej  ;  fo 
that  in  a  few  days  all  the  open  country  of  the  duchy  of  Aft- 
Ian  was  evacuated  by  the  French,  who  now  (hut  themfelves 
up  in  the  caftles  and  fortified  places. 

During  the  rtiimult  of  this  retreat,  the  cardinal  de  Me^ 
did  was  put  under  a  guard,  which  was  to  carry  him  inta 
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Prance ;  but  bappily  for  him,  he  was  refcued  on  the  rosd  by  Efiapi  of 
a  Venetian  liMtmzTXj  while  tl^e  French  were*beat  out  of  Pj-  the  ear£* 
wa  with  lofs.     The  fam^  of  the  conqueft  of  Mian  reaching  nal  dc^ 
SwiJferUmdy  the  Swifs  poured  into  Londfordy  in  greater  num-  MedicL 
bers  than  ever. to  fight  in-  the  caufe  of  the  holy  league,  as  the 
pope^s  confederacy  was  called.    The  cities  of  Parma  and  Pia* 
cmza  voluntarily  fubmitted   to  the  pope.     The  Swifs  took 
f>o(reffion  of  Lecamo ;  the  Grifons  laid  hold  of  the  Valteline  and 
Chiavenna^  as  the  Venetians  aid  of  fuch  places  as  lay  moft 
convenient  for  them.     Fregofo^  one  of  the  exiled  Genoefe^ 
but  then  in  the  Venetian  fcrvice,  with  a  body  of  horfe  and 
foot«  expelled  all  the  Frendj  •ut  of  Genoa j  of  which  he  was. 
chofen  doge.     All  the  Romagna  declared  for  the  holy  league  ; 
and  the  duke  of  Urbim^  at  the  bead  of  the  pope's  troops, 
expelled  BentivogUo  and  his  party  out  of  Bologna^  while  his 
holinefs    profecuted  them  with  ecclefiaftical  cenfures,    and 
threatened  to  lay  under  an  interdi£^  any  place  that  fliould 
receive  them.     As  to  the  citizens,  who  had  jilways  exprefied 
an  implacable  hatred  to  the  papal  government^  he  fleecech 
and  treated  them  with  the  utmoft  fcverity  ;  and  it  was  thought 
that,  had  not  death  prevented  him,  he  intended  to  have  de- 
inoli(bed  their  city.   Thus  the  papal  power,  by  the  obRinacy, 
the  policy,  the  courage,  the  diffimulation,  and  the  abilities 
of  one  old  man,  was  raifed  from  a  low  ftate  to  the  higheft 
pitch  of  power  it  had  ever  known. 

The  pope  had  now  only  Alfonfi  cT  EJle  duke  of  Ferrara^The  pofe 
to  reduce;  and  towards  him  he  behaved  with  his  ufual  mix-  recovers 
turc  of  obftinacy  and  diffimulatioh.     The  duke  was  bf  loved  Bologna. 
for  his  many  noble  noble  qualities.     He  was  a  near  irlation 
to  the  Catholic  king,  who  began  with  fome  jealoufy  to  be- 
hold the  aggrandizement,  of  the  church  ;    and  he  was  highly 
befriended   by  the  Coimnas.     His  holinefs  durft   not  refufe 
fuch  powerful   fuitors  in    the  duke's  favour.     He    granted 
him  a  fafeguard  to  and  from  Rome^  and  behaved  to  him  with 
civility ;  but  after  various  conferences,  he  preffed  the  duke  to 
exchange /Vrrjrtf  for  J/ii,     The  duke  obftina^ely  r^jcfting 
this  propofal,  his  holinefs  would  have  put  him  under  arreft, 
had  he  not  been  favoured  by  the  Colonna  family,  who  lay  1 

under  the  higheft  obligations  to  him,  and  who  forced  his 
way  through  the  pope's  guards,  by  which  he  reached  his  own 
dominions  by  fea. 

But  the  Florentines  were  the  greateft  eye- fores  to  his  ho-  He  deceives 
linefs.     He  could  not  bear  the  haughty  indcpendencv  they  tk  llo- 
maintained  ;  and  theaffiftance  they  had  lately  given  to  FretTice^  reotioesj 
marked  them  out  as  objeSs  of  his  vengeance.     His  minider, 
the  cardinal  of  Sioj^  and  the  Venetian  general  Baglioni^  had 
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iblemnly  engaged  for  the  iafe  reCum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Fhreniine  men  a€  arms,  and  fixty  light  hoife,  who  fcrved  ia 
the  Frerkh  army,  to  Tufcany.      Thefc  were  commanded  by 
Luca  Savilhj  while  the  remainder,  under  Francejco  TorelU^ 
were  in  garrifon  at  Brefcia ;   but  in  defiance  of  all  faith  and 
honour,  while  thofe  few  Florentines  were  lying  near  Cremena^ 
they  were  furrounded  by  two  thoufand  of  the  pope's  and  the 
Venetian  infantry,  who  plundered  and  difarmed  tbem;   and 
though  Nicolo  Capponiy  the  Florentine  ambaflador,  had  ob- 
tained a  pafs  from  the  fame  cardinal,  and  had  retired  to  Cci- 
falCervagioy  yet  he  infifled  upon  the  marquis  of  Montferrai 
delivering  him  up  as  a  prifoner.     The  French^  however,  were 
ftill  in  pofleiiion  of  Brefcia^  Crema^  LignagOj  the  caQIes  of 
Milan,  Genoa,  and  Cremona,  and  fome  other  fortrefies  in  the 
Milanefe,  all  which  they  were  enabled  to  keep,  not  fo  nluch 
by  their  own^  ftrength,  as  through  the  jealoufies  which  began 
now  to  prevail  amongft  the  parties  of  the  holy  league,  and 
which  were  abided  by  the  infolence  and  avarice  of  the  Swfi 
favoured  by  the  pope. 
»vohoauh      ^^^  Florentines,  at  this.time,  were  in  a  difagreeable  fmia- 
to  ihekin^^^^^*     Their  neutrality  had  left  them  no  friends,  and  Ac 
^Spain,    ^^  management  of  the  French  expofed  them  to  the  rcfent- 
ment  of  the  pope.     They  had,  therefore,  nothing  to  iruft  to 
but  the  moderation  with  which  they  had  aded  during  the  late 
war,  by  which  they  had  withdrawn  their  countenance  from 
the  council  of  Pifa^  harboured  the  Spaniards  and  NeapoUtw 
^fter  the  battle  of  Ravenna,  and  performed  other  good  office 
to  his  Catholic  majefty^  who  had,  in  perfon,  thanked  their 
ambafTador,  and  oifered  them  his  friendfhip,   provided  they 
would  withdraw  their  affiftance  from  Bentivoglio,  and  fbrmally 
difavow  the  Pifan  conventicle.   The  diflentions  that  prevailed 
in  Florence,  prevented  the  government  from  coming  to  any 
refolution  j    and  thus,    in  \z&,  they  gratuiloufly  obferved  a 
neutrality,  for  which  they  might  have  been  paid  by  his  Ca- 
tholic majefty. 
Congrefs at     SODER INI,  the  gonfalonier,  ftill  maintained  his  power 
Mantua,     in  Florence ;    and  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  pope  to  diveft 
him  of  it,  and  to  fubftitute  the  Medici  family  in  his  room. 
A  congrefs  was  appointed  at  Mantua,  by  the  members  of  the 
holy  league,  at  which  the  biftiop  o(Goritzv/2S  to  aflift  on 
the  part  of  the  emperor.     The  pope  fent  his  datary,  Lorenu 
Pucciy  a  Fhreniine,  to  Florence,  on  pretence  of  inviting  that 
ftate  to  join  in  the  league,  and  in  the  expences  of  the  war 
againft  France  \    but  his  real  defign  was  to  form  inm'gucs  in 
favour  of  the  Adedici  family.    The  Florentines  would  have  fur- 
nifhcd  money  to  the  league,  but  declined  to  enter  into  a  war 
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a^ainft  the  French  king ;  and  when  they  called  upon  Majcimi' 
Hon  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  them,  be  in  a  manner 
laughed  at  them ;  but  offered,  if  they  would  advance  him 
forty  thoufand  ducats,  to  take  their  part  againft  the  pope,  if 
he  (houid  attack  them.  The  Flarentines  would  have  advanced 
the  money,  had  there  been  the  leaft  appearance  of  their  be- 
ing benefited  by  it ;  and  their  divifions  made  them  negle<3: 
to  take  any  means  for  their  fafety,  either  by  difcipHning 
their  own  troops,  or  by  hiring  others.  In  the  mean  while, 
the  Spanijh  army  in  the  Bolognefi  mutinying  for  want  of  pay» 
.part  of  them  felt  into  Tufccmy^  which  gave  a  frefli  alarm  to 
the  FkrentineSy  who  were  in  no  condition  to  refift  them. 

The  fum  of  the  conferences,  at  the  congrefs  of  MantuM^  q-y^  return 
turned  upon  the  reinftating  Maximilian  Sforza  in  the  duchy  ^  ^^  ]^^. 
x}{  Mtlan^  and  forming  a  confederacy  of  all  the  Italian  ftatcs  dici/^«f^ 
to  clear  Jtafy  of  foreigners.    This  naturally  brought  under  to  Flo- 
the  deliberation  of  the  congre6  the  ftate  of  PJorence,  which  rence  rr- 
was  governed  by  an  avowed  friend  and  partisan  of  the  French,  fdv^^* 
yulian  de  Medici^  as  agent  for  hb  own  family,  and  Bernards 
de  Bihipina^  on  the  pan  of  the  pope,  remoofirated  upon  the 
pradicability  of  rcftoring  the  Medici  to  Florence^  whofe  beft 
foldiers  were  either  difperfed  in  Lombardy^  or  (hut  up  in  Bref-  . 
cia.    *This  defign  was  communicated   to   Vittorio  Soderini^ 
brother  to  the  gonfalonier,  whom  the  Florentines  had.fentto 
take  care  of  their  intereft  at  the  congrefs,  and  who  mformcd 
his  principals  of  their  danger.     Goritz^  at  the  fame  time,  ac- 
<)uain(ed  Soderini  that  the  viceroy  of  Naples  was  to  march  at 
the  head  of  his  troops,  to  oblige  the  Florentines  to  readmit  the 
Medici ;    but  that  they  might  ftill  avert  the  danger,  by  grati* 
fying  the  emperor,  and  making  a  handfome  prefent  to  the 
viceroy.     Soderini  had  no  commiffion  to  treat  on  thofe  mat« 
ters;^  and  no  application  of  any  kind  being  made  to  the  vice- 
roy, the  congrefs  broke  up,  after  refolving  that  the  expedition 
agamft  Florence  feould  take  place. 

For  this  pqrpofe,  aii6\nz\  de  Medici  was  declared  legate  of(^a^^^ 
all  Tufcany^  and  was  impowered  by  the  pope,  to  order  ail  the  of  Flo- 
foldiers  of  the  ecclefiaftical  Itate  to  attend  and  affift  him,  rence  //i- 
while  the  viceroy,  who  had  appeafed  the  mutiny  of  his  army,  vaded. 
returned  to  the  Bolognefe^  and  put  it  in  motion  againft  Florence. 
This  expedition  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  powers,  and   particularly  the  duke  of  Urbim^ 
who  la  defiance  of  the  pope's  orders,  and  the  moft  earneft 
reprefentations  of  the  Medici^  rcfufed  to  fuffer  the  troops  un- 
der his  command  to  march,  or  to  lend  the  Spaniards  any  af- 
fiftance.     The  viceroy  however  proceeded ;  but  after  he  had 
entered  the  Fbrcritinc  territories,  he  was  me^  by  ambafladors 

2  from 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^4^0  ^i^  H0(nj  of  Florence. 

from  that  fiate,  who  reprefeiited  to  htm  the  moderate  and 
friendly  behaviour  of  the  FUrentims  towards  the  catholic  king 
during  the  late  War,  and  defired  to  know  what  his  deauui(b 
'   were. 
Imfrudence     The  viceroy  frankly  anfwcrcd,  that  the  confederated  ftatea 
0fthe  Flo-  oi  Italy  could  not  be  cafy,  while  .they  faw  at  the  head  of  the 
rcntines.    Flormtine  government  a   man  intirely  in  the  intereft  of  the 
French^  who  had  not  yet  gi\rbn  over  thoughts  of  fubduing 
all  Ita}^\  and  that  his  mafler^  and  his  allies,  expeded  rhey 
would  reftore  the  cardinal  ie  Midic'h  who  by  his  brother's 
death  was  now  become  the  head  of  that  family,  and  jfu/um^ 
to  their  birthrights  in  Florence,     Notwithflanding  this  anlwer, 
the  viceroy  continued  bis  march,  without  waiting  for  a  reply 
from ' Florence^  where  every  thing  was  in  confuHon.     The 
magifirates  had  neither  generals  nor  troops  on.  whom  they 
could  depend ;  and  all  they  could  do  was  to  order  their  am- 
baifadors  to  throw  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  the  pope,  and  to 
endeavour  to  amufe  the  viceroy  by  making  him  magnificent 
offers.    The  pope  proved  inexorable  as  ufual,  and  the  vice- 
roy, without  diicontinuing  his  march,  came  within  fifteen 
miles  of  Florence.    He  then  fent  a  mefTage  to  the  Florentines^ 
demanding  that  the  gonfalonier  (hould  be  difinified  from  bis 
office;  and  **  that  thz  MeSci^  fhould  enjoy  their  ccnintry, 
not  as  heads  of  the  government,  but  as  private  perfons,  liv- 
ing under  fubje^ion  to  the  laws  and  to  the  magiftracy  in  all 
things,    conformably  to  the  other  citizens."    In  all  other 
relpeds,  the  government  was  to  revert  to  its  former  order« 
Buonaccerji^  an  Italian  author,  fays,  that  the  viceroy   like- 
wife  required  the  Florentines  to  lend  him  one  hundred  thou* 
iand  ducats,  which  they  obftinately  refufed  to  do. 
Irrefdu'         The  fecming  moderation  of  the  viceroy  with  regard  to 
tion  of  the  lYit  Medici  and  the   gonfalonier,    divided    the  Florentines^ 
Spaniards.  Some  were  for  fubmitting  to  the  terms ;  while  others  fug- 
gefted,  that  the  real  defign  of  the  viceroy  was  to  gain  admit* 
tancc  into  Florence,  at  the  head  of  his,  army,  to  abolifli  (he 
conftitution,  and  to  rc-eftablilh  the  tyranny  of  the  MedieL 
Thtey  obferved  at  the  fame  time,  that  a  little  firmnels  would 
difconcert  the  viceroy  fo  much,  that  he  would  be  obliged, 
for  want  of  money,  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  Tufcan^ 
The  latter  counfcl  therefore  took  place;  and  it  was  relolv^ 
to  fend  a  ftrong  garrifon,    under  Luca  Vitelli^  to  PratOy  to 
flop  the  viceroy's  progrcfs.     This  fhew  of  rcfoluiion  Carried 
him.     He  was  at  the  head  of  that   body  of  Spanijh   foot, 
which,  to  their  immortal  honour,  had  retired  unbroken  from 
the  battle  oi  Ravenna -y  but  he  wasdefticute  both  of  money 
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and  provifions  for  their  fubfiftence,  and  had  with  him  onl^  two 
pieces  of  ordnance.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  he  flopped 
fhort,  and  defired  the  Florentines  to  coniider  better  of  his 
propofals. 

The  gonfalonier  convoked  the  great  council,  and  before  j treaty 
them  offered  immediately  to  refign  his  office  j  but  at  the  fame  entered  up^ 
time  defcribed,  in  the  mod  earneft  terms,  the  improbability  on  and 
of  their  preferving  their  liberties,  if  the  Medici^  upon  any  defeated. 
pretext  whatfoevcr,  were  fuffered  to  return  to  Florence.  Not- 
withftanding  his  renlonftrances,  the  council  came  to  a  refo- 
lution  to  re-admit  the  Medici  into  their  city  as  private  fub- 
je<Ss,  but  to  fufFer  the  laft  extremity,  rather  than  remove  the 
gonfalonier  from  his  office.  This  refolution  laid  the  viceroy 
under  vaft  difficulties;  and,  at  laft,  he  propofed  to  leave 
TTufcany  without  inf&fting  on  thi  depoiition  of  the  gonfaloitier^ 
if  the  Florentines  would  re-admit  the  Medici  as  private  citi- 
zens, and  pay  him  thirty  thoufand  ducats,  and  (ulFer  him  to 
draw  provifions  for  his  army  from  Prato.  The  Florentine 
magiftates  in  general  were  for  accepting  thofe  terms,  and 
ambafladors  were  named  for  figning  the  treaty ;  but  the  gon- 
falonier, who  privately  oppofed  all  accommodation,  with- 
Tield  their  difpatches  fo  long,  that  the  viceroy's  army  was,  in 
the  mean  time,  reduced  to  the  alternative  either  of  ftarv- 
ing  or  taking  Prato.  They  Brought  the  two  pieces  of  ord- 
nance before  its  walls ;  but  one  of  them  btiril  on  the  firft 
difcharge.  The  Spaniards^  however,  ran  to  the  afTault  with  p 
fuch  intrepidity,  that,  mounting  the  walls,  the  garrifon,  V^^^j 
which  had  been  levied  in  hafle,  and  was  equally  cowardly  as*^^'^*^  * 
undifciplined,  bet6ok  themfelves  to  flight.  Their  behaviour 
gave  the  Spaniards  a  right  to  treat  the  place  as  taken  by 
ftorm  \  and  moft  horrible  fcdnes  of  luft,  cruelty,  and  facri- 
lege  enfued.  The  Ftorentintpitx\{on  threw  down  their  arms; 
and  fome  writers  make  the  number  of  defencelefs  people  that 
perifhed  on  this  occaiion,  to  amount  to  five  thoufand  meiu 
Thofe  who  furvived  the  fword  were  made  prifoners;  but  the 
cardinal  de  Medici  faved  from  violation  the  woihen,  who 
took  refuge  in  the  great  church,  by  placing  a  guard  over 
them.  After  Prato  was  taken,  the  Pijhians,  without  with- 
drawing from  the  fubjefiion  of  the  Florentines^  made  their 
peace  with  the  viceroy>  upon  engaging  to  fupply  his  army 
with  provifions. 

The  lofs  of  Prato^  which  happened  on  the  laft  of  Augujly     j^^  jy^ 
15 1 2,  created  prodigious  commotions  in  Florence,    The  gon-      1512.' 
falonier;  who  was  known  to  be  the  occafion  of  this  difaller,  The  Mi- 
loft  all  his  credit,  and  with  that  all  bis  courage.     Two  young  did  re- 
nobIcmen>  PaulVettori  and  AntonframefcoAlbi%iy  friends  xofloredto 
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the  MeMcii  held  a  confultation  with  Julian  it  MtSci,  ana 
others  of  that  party,   at  a  country  feac»  where  they  weri 
joined  hy  another  young  nobleman^  Bartolomeo  Valori^  and 
they  relolved  to  enter  the  palace  of  the  gonfalonier  with  an 
armed  band,  and  force  him  to  refign  his  poft.     This  de- 
fign  .they  eafily  executed  j  meeting  with  no  reffidance,  they 
ieized  the  gonfalonier  in  his  apartment,  threatened  to  kill 
him  if  he  aid  not  leave  the  palace,  which  he  immediately 
did,  on  the  confpirators  promifrng  that  his  life  fhould  be  hfc* 
The  magiftrates  immediately ''were  aflenabled^  and  lequirerf 
to  deprive  the  gonfalonier  of  his  office;  to  which  they  Cub- 
mitted  with  great  reluctance.     Leaving  Florence^  the  gonfa- 
lonier  intended  to  go  to  Rome\  but  receiving  intelligence 
irom  his  brother^  the  cardinal   of  FoUerra^  that  the   pope, 
hearing  he  was  loaded  with  treafure,  intended  to  feize  him, 
he  efcaped  by  fea  to  Ragufa. 
7beg0*         1^H£  fettlcment  of  the  ft  ate  of  Florence  becaiifie  flow  the 
^emment    great  obje^  of  confideration  with  that  people.    But  tbey 
ne^  7no'     were  no  longer  mailers  of  their  own  affairs ;  tho'  the  caf- 
MeJ.        dioal  de  Medici  for  fome  time  afied  with  fo  much  fecming 
moderation,    that    the   lefs   conftderate   amongit   theAi    (liU 
.  thought  themfelves  fiee.    The  firft  itep  the  magiftracy  made, 
was  to  ftnd  ambaffadors  to  the  viceroy,  who  were  introduced 
to   him  by  the  intereft   of  the  cardinal  de  Medici.     They 
agreed  to  enter  as  parties  into  the  holy  league,  and  to  pay  to 
Maximilian  the  forty  thoufand  ducats  that  haJ  been  demand- 
ed from  them  by  the  bifbop  oiGoritZy  and  which  the  Medici 
family  had  promi(<:d  fliould  be  paid  upon  their  being  reftored 
to  their  country.     The  viceroy  was  to  receive  for  hb  own 
life   twenty  thoufand  ducats,  and  for  the  ufe  of  his   army 
eighty   thoufand,    of  which  one  moiety    was    to    be  paid 
immediately,   and   the    other  in    two    months,   he  engag* 
ing,  on  the  firft  payftient  being  made,  to  evacuate  the  do- 
minions of  Florence^  and  to  reftorc  all  the  places  he  had  taken 
from  that  republic.    Matters  were  next  compromifed  with  the 
catholic  *king  upon  eafy  tertns.    A  mutual  agreement  was 
entered  into  between  them,  for  the  defence  of  each   others 
dominions  in  Italy  i  and  the  Florentines  agreed  to  take  into 
their  pay  two  hqndred  of  his  men  at  arms,  to  be  commanded 
by  the  marquis  delja  Palude^  to  whom  the  cardinal  de  Afee&i 
had  privately  promifed  the  command  of  the  Florentine  forces* 
As  to  the  affairs  of  the  Medici  family,  that  cardinal  conti-* 
nued  to  afFeA  great  moderation.     He  accepted  of  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  himfelf,  his  family,  and  friends,  as  private  citizf  ns, 
but  referving  to  themfelves  a  ppwer  of  redeeming  their  eflatcs 
that  had  been  confifcated,  by  repaying  the  money  that  had 
been  expended  in  purchafing  or  improving  them. 
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S   E   C    T,     IX. 

CGntdning  the  Hijiory  of  Florence,  after  Rejioration  of 
the  Houfe  of  Medici,  and  the  different  Revolutions 
of  its  Government y  till  it  fell  to  the  Houfe  of  Lorrain. 

THE  Florentines  obtained  thofc  terms  through  the  policy  Fie^ws  cf 
of  the  Catholic  king,  who  difapproved  of  the  inordinate  the  Sp»- 
ambition  and  violence  of  the  pope,  and  whofe  real  intention  niard^ir 
was  to  prcfcrve  the  Hbenies  of  the  Florentines.   His  viceroy  had 
orders  for  that  purpofe;  but  the  cardinal  di  Medici  and  his  fa- 
mily had  far  different  views :  they  knew  that  they  could  nor^ 
is  private  citizens,  be  fafe  in  their  own  country,  after  intro- 
ducing into  it  an  army  of  Spaniards^  vvhich  had  (bed  fo  much 
of  their  blood,  and  done  them  fo  much  damage.     They 
faw  that  a  fpirit  of  independency  ftill  prevailed  in  Florence ^ 
where  a  majority  was  for  continuing  a  popular  government. 

The  Florentine's  had  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  tnzGt  by  a  new  ^  ^^^ 
law,  that  the  perpetuity  of  the  office  of  gonfalonier  ihould  f^J^'* 
be  aboliflied,  and  that  that  office  ihould  be  held  only  for  a-^^^'*^ 
year:  that  all  thofe  citizens  who  had  gone  through  the  great ^^^ 
offices  of  ftate,  either  at  home  or  abrbad,  (hould  be  added  to 
the  council  of  eighteen,  by  whom  the  moft  weighty  affairs 
of  the  republic  were  determined.    Thus,  all  who  had  borne 
the  office  of  gonfalonier,  who  had  been  of  the  balia,  or  em- 
ployed in  embaffies,  or  as  commiffioners  of  the  war,  were  added 
to  that  council,which  confequently  now  confifted  of  men  of  th6 
greateft  experience  and  abilities  m  the  ftate.     Thofe  points 
being  fettled,  Baptijla  Ridolfi^  a  citizen  of  an  unexception- 
able charader,  was  chofen  gonfalonier  for  theenfuing  year. '  a^^'^jt^, 

Those  proceedings  by  no  means  fuitcd  the  views  of  tbe^^  ^r^  ' 
Medici  family.  The  cardinal  attached  himfclf  to  the  young,  fi,X'^gf^ 
turbulent,  and  indigent  nobility,  who  were  at  that  time  very  ^J^  ^ 
numerous  in  Florence \  and  not  only  the  divifions,  but  the  Floience« 
neceffities  of  the  ftate  were  fo  great,  that  money  could  not 
be  raifed  for  the  firft  payment  of  the-vicerpy,  who,  in  daily 
expedation  of  it,  ftill  continued  with  his  army  in  Prato. 
The  cardinal,  who  had  brought  over  to  his  intereft  fome  of 
the  Spanifl)  general  officers,  reprefented  to  the  viceroy,  that 
the  delay  of  the  firft  payment  was  owing  to  the  French  in- 
tereft, which  was  ftill  powerful  in-  the  republic,  and  that 
there  was  a  defign  to  recah  and  reinftatein  his  office  the  late 
gonfalonier.  His  arguments  had  fuch  weight,  that  be  pre* 
vailed  with  the  viceroy  to  remain  neuter,  while  he  attempted 
to  execute  a  fcheme  for  overthrowing  the  ncvrfy  modelled 
form  of  the  Florentine  government.  -  All  of  a  fudden  he 
'  entered  Florence  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  hcdian  oftf- 
-  Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXVI.  F  f  w» 
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cers  and  Ibldiers,  and  tepaiVid  A\ttQ\y  to  the  houfes  of  Ml 
friends,  the  magiftrates  being  over-awed  by  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Spanijh  army  from  making  any  refiRance.    NexC 
day  his  party^  ^i^  JttliWt  de  Media  at  its  head,  fofced  their 
way  into  ^t  toivn«>bode,  and  the  palace  of  the  magiftrates, 
where  they  feizcd  upon  all  the  public  platCf  without  regard  to 
the  gonfalonier  or  the  maaiftratest  who  were  obliged  to  ftiboik. 
The  people  were  then  (umnioned  by  the  found  of  the  great 
bell  to  the  fqtiare  of  the  palace,  where  t^ey  were  no  fooocr 
afiembled,  than  they  were  furrovnded  by  an  armed  force,  ua^ 
der  the  diredion  of  the  Medici  and  their  friends. 
Kewabe^      Tho'  both  Gutcciardinij  and  PaalJcvinSf  called  by  tW 
ratidMs  of  Italitms  Giovloy  wrote  at  the  time«  and  tho*  the  former  wm 
govirtf     prefent  on  the  ^tj  and  one  of  the  chief  magiftraces  ofFh* 
memt  taie  jrime^  yet  they  differ  as  to  the  particulars  of  the  altcrataoo 
fime.        ^f  ^^g  florentiru  government  that  now  took  place.    Guiuh' 
ardini  fays»  that  the  fupreme  power  (which  was  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  balta)  was  lodged  in  mty  citizem,  who  were 
to  be  nominated  or  recommended  by  the  cardinal  or  hit 
friends.    Giovio  (ays,  that  fifteen  perfons  were  created  with 
a  power  to  eled  (ixty  other  cttizena,  the  moft  diftingtMihed 
for  their  attachment  to  the  Mediei  family,  who  with  their 
electors  wtre  to  form  a  ftandiiig  council  for  the  governneiit 
of  the  ftate.    Upon  the  whole^  it  is  plain  that  the  FUremiUm 
owed  the  lo6  of  iheir  liberties  to  their  own  divifions.     By  a 
decree  of  their  Supreme  aflembly,  their  government  was  re- 
duced to  the  form  it  had  when  the  MeMci  were  expelled  in 
1494 :  but  that  family  now  aflbmed  more  power  tbui  erer ; 
a  military  fuard  was  placed  at  their  palace^  »id  they  dtfuftd 
aU  the  tno^ft  i^pearances  of  their  forefathers. 
Tii  S)p«i*       The  viceroy,  receiving  his  firft  pavment,  marched  to  Br^ 
Htfh  <mrVr^  <i^,  which  was  then  befieged  by  the  Venetians  \  but  UAuHgnf^ 
t9y  nuitb^  (be  frtnch  governor^  cbofe  to  furrender  it  to  the  S^amfi^  ge- 
^dwt.      iterai.     The  negociations,  heart-burnings,  and  differences, 
that  afterwards  broke  out  anoongft  the  members  of  the  holy 
league,  are  foreign  to  this  part  of  our  htftory,  which  con- 
cerns Tifc^  alone.     The  4K>pe'8'  vaft  prcgeds  fteme^  id 
igrow  with  his  years.    He  refumed  his  dcfigns  againft  Ar* 
rara:  ht  jS^zvt  Ms^milian  thirty  thoufand  ducats  for  hia  t»- 
tereit  in  Sienna^  which  he  beftowed  upon  his  nephew,   the 
duke  of  VMno :  he  demaodod  Oarjagnana^  which,  dutiag 
liis  conteAs  with  the  duke  oiFerrareiy  had  been  feized  by 
the  Lkcfue/e;  and  took  meafures  for  becoming  mafter  of  At^ 
^a  ana  rtrugia.     In  Ihort,  he  aSed  up  to  the  charader  hr 
aiFeded,  that  of  being  the  deliverer  of  holy  fpom  all  Ibnetgo- 
erai  and  towards  the  latter  {lart  of  his  Uiie,  he  difiicrfed  the 
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Stvtfi  to  affift  him  in  driving  the  ^famards  out  of  tlaples.     Ue  Death  of 
^as,  howprerp  greyly  chagrined  ^t  feeing  the  independent /fl^Juli- 

Kwer  wbicji  the  cawliiial  ifr  Me(Sci  had  ^uiimed  in  Fhrefia,  ils. 
It  he  died  while  tncdijtating  the  above,  and  other  great 
defimu,  oQthetSKenty-firfiQf'fV^f/^,  1513. 

Upon  the  entriflpe  of  the  cardinals,  who  were  in  number  nuhois/ue*- 
twenty-five,  into  the  conclave^  for  the  eleflion  of  ^.  new  ^^'^^  h 
popcy  it  was  thought  that  they  would  have  inipofcd  fon^e  re-  ^^'/f^^' 
ftri£Uon«00  the  pontifical  pp^w;  but  though  they  '^^g^n^T.  r^T 
fuch  a  wor)(9  the  d/(%D  was  iboo  dropped ;  and  the  cardinal  ^* 
d^  JUidcL  who  W9S  aFtcrwards  fo  well  known  by  the  name  of 
I*eotbf  Tenths  which  his  affiimed,  was  unaniipoufly  chofen 
p(^.    He  entered  upon  his  pontificate  with  vaft  advantages. 
He  was  but  thirty- feven  years  of  age,  a  circumfiance  hardly 
ever  known  befcu'e:  he  h^  borne  his  misfortuQes  with  won**- 
derfi4  moderation,  and  had  furviounted  them  with  equal  ad- 
drefs :  he  equalled,  if  not  fu'rpaiTed,  the  greater  of  his  fore« 
fathers  ia  munificence,  in  the  love  of  the  fine  arts,  and  in 
liberality  tOwiurd^  men  of  genius  in  aU  prof^pfiians;  and  his 
inildneis  and  good-nature  were  as  confpicuous  as  his  other 
{^at  qualities.    Notwithftanding  ^11  that  has  been  faid,  he 
was  at  the  bottom  void  of  all  religion  and  honour,  and  pri^' 
Vately  addi&ed  to  the  pradlice  of  al^iioft  every  vice  that  en- 
ters into  jhe  human  compofitioO'    AfjLejr  his  dedion^  which 
h^d  been  irteproacbahly  regular,  aj;)d  free  f'Qm  all  fimpniacal 
pna&ices,  he  was  crowi>ed  with  a  fpleodou/  and  magniJRcence 
ap  which  Rome  had  been  fo/  many  year^  a  ftranger,  the  ex- 
pencesof  his  coronation^day  amounting  to  pne  hundred  thou-* 
iand  ducats. 

LEO  was  inclined  to  his  predccefior^  plan  of  drlvipg  a'l  Hhcba* 
foreigners  out  of  Itafy%  and  for  many  reafonS,  that  pf)ay  he  ra6itr^  and 
ieen  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiflory,  he  was  far  froni  being  zpo!i<y. 
lavomer  of  the  Frofch  king,  who  was  making  new  difpofi- 
tioos  for  invading  JfdHan*  LfOy  after  his  ac<;effion  to  the  pqn- 
tificate,  cootinuec)  to  govern  Fhrenci  as  a  teniporal  prince, 
and  kept  up  a  dofe  corte^ondcnce  with  the  famous  Machia- 
W>  the  fhreptka  fecretarv,  for  the  better  tnanagem^nt  and 
tiegulatipn  of  that  ftate.  Und^r  fo  powerful  a  patronage,  it 
was  no  wonder  if  the  Fkrentinef  rtnt^cA  their  claims  upon 
PU^raSanla  a^i  ^uSrgney  which  was  ftill  detainj^d  from 
them  by  the  Lu^gt^^/r.  The  latter^  atfirft,  threw  themfelves 
for  prote^lion  upon  the  catholick  king }  but  they  foon  found 
chemfelves  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  arbitration  of  the  pope, 
w^  ordered  them  to  reftore  the  places  ip  queftion  t6  the 
Flgnvii^es ;  and  that  tl^e  two  flates  fhoMld  enter  into  a  per- 
|i|etMal  f  eace  and  confederacy  with  each  other.    By  tlSe  va« 
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rious  revolutions  oF  affairs  in  Italy^  Leo  was  obliged  to  cban^ 
his  party  as  fuited  his  intereft ;  but  he  never  \m  fight  of  the 
aggrandizement  of  his  own  famiiy.  He  raifed  Lorenzo^  his 
elder  brother's  fon^  who  was  but.  a  very  youn^  man,  to  die 
government  of  Florcme^  which  the  French  kihg  oStred  to 
guarantee  to  the  houfe  of  Medicty  provided  his  hoHnefs 
would  forego  his  engaoements  with  the  emperor  and  the  king 
of  ^ain.  The  defigns  that  Leo  bad  in  view  for  his  brother 
'Julian^  were  equally  great.  He  paid  the  emperor  fotty  tbou- 
land  ducats  for  the  mortgage  (^^Modena^  which,  together  with 
Regglo^  Farma^  Fiacenza^  and  the  Ferrareje^  when  an  oppor- 
tunity (hould  offer,  he  defigned  to  make  Julian  fbvercign  of. 
At  the  fame,  time  his  holinefs  procured  a  marriage  between 
Julian  and  Fhilibertay  fitter  to  the  duke  of  Savoyy  and  to 
the  French  king  by  the  mother's  fide,  and  enabled  the  bride- 
groom to  fettle  upon  his  bride,  as  a  dowry,  one  hundred 
thoufand  ducats.  The  French  kitif  was  in  hopes,  that 
the  conclufion  of  this  match  would  be  favourable  to  bb 
defigns  upon  tht  Milanefe  \  but  while  Leo  flattered  him  io 
that  opinion,  he  was  concerting  meafures  for  defeating  them, 
bv  entering  into  fecret  engagements  with  the  emperor,  die 
king  of  Spainy  and  other  dates.  Francis  I.  who  was  not  above 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  pofleiled  of  great  vivacity  and 
courage,  was  now  upon  the  throne  of  France,  and  prepar- 
ing to  march  to  Italy ;  which,  notwithff anding  all  die  op- 
pofition  of  the  Swifsy  he  eflTeded  to  the  amazement 
of  all  Europe.  The  pope,  by  this  time,  had  ordered  bb 
nephew  Lorenzo^  at  the  head  of  the  Florentine  army,  to  take 
the  field  and  march  into  Lombardyy  for  the  defence  of  Milamy 
his  brother  Julian  then  lying  ill  of  a  fever  at  Florence.  But 
Leo  had  no  apprehepfion  of  the  French  being  able  to  pa6 
the  Alpiy  with  fo  little  lofs  as  they  had  fuftained:  and 
Palijfey  who  commanded  their  vani  had  been  fo  wonder- 
fully rapid  in  his 'motions,  as  to  furprife  and  take  prilbnef 
Profpero  Colonna,  the  ableft  and  moft  experienced  general 
in  halyy  and  the  perfon  on  whom  Leo  depended  the  moft  for 
oppofing  the  French.  His  capture  threw  Leo  into  a  kind  of 
deipondency ;  and  he  fent  orders  to  Lorenzo,  who  was  ad- 
vanced with  his  army  as  far  as  Modena,  to  flacken  hb  march 
againft  the  French.  Lorenzo  took  that  opportunity  of  retak- 
ing the  caffle  of  Rubiera,  aitd  loitered  for  fome  time  in 
the  territories  of  Modena  and  Reggio ;  while  the  pope  fent 
a  trufiy  agent  to  make  his  peace  with  the  French  king, 
whom  he  endeavoured  to  amufe  at  the  fame  time  by  enter- 
ing into  a  4'reaty  with  him,  under  the  mediatbn  of  the  ditke 
of.  Savoy.    Giulian  de  Medici  had  been  raifed  to  the  purple 
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by,  IfiOy  though  his  bitth  was  illegitimate^  and  was  oq  tbts 
occ^fion  an  uleful  counfeOor  to  him,  by  preventing  him  from 
returning  Modena  and  Reggia  to  the  duke  of  Ferrara^  and 
JBol^na  to  B^ntivoglioi  all  which  he  was  inclined  to  do  to 
pjeafe,  the  French.  Indead  of  that,  Giuiian  perfuaded  him 
ahfojutely  to  declare  againft  the  Frmch  king,  though  he  had 
now  advanced  as.  far  ^%  Venelliy  and  had  taken  AUJfandria^  , 
the  Icey  of  the  .duchy  x)f  Milan.  The  Swift  were  all  this 
while  in  7/^5^,  and  offered  themfelves  to  the  beft  bidders ;  but 
i^difcriminately  plundered  friends  and  foes  when  money  could 
lite  had.  They  were  in  the  pay  of  the  holy  league  5  but 
without  waiting  to  receive  it  regularly,  they  generally  broke 
qpeo  the  coffers  of  their  paymafiers :  and  this  diforderly  be- 
haviour encouraged  the  French  king  to  endeavour  to  bring 
them  over  from  the  intereft  of  the  pope  and  the  \\t\%  of 
Spain.  Some  difficulties  intervening  in  this  negQciation^ 
Prancis  proctedtd  tp  the  conqueft  of  M/an^  which.he  e^fily 
c;ffe£led;  and' thereby  brought  the  Swt/s  into  his  terms.  But 
thi$  treaty^  by  the  arrival  of  a  frefli  body  of  rapacious  Swifs^ 
was  broken  almoft  as  fopn  ;as  made  ;  and  J^renzo  de  Medici^ 
whofe  army  confided  of  feyen  hundred  men  at  arms,  eight 
hundred  light  borCe^  and  four  thou&nd  foot,  all  of  them 
TlorentineSy  to  keep  the  Swifs  in  huipopr  with, the  pope,  bad 
affifted  them  iq  getting  provifions^ 

The  ftate  of  Lombardy  was  ^t  th»s  time  very  precarious  siate  of 
and  unfetiW.  Tht.  French  king  was  with  a  powerful  army  at  Lombar- 
the  gates  qf  Milan:  the  viceroy  of  Naples  lay  fic^  Piacen^  dy* 
with  anotJ)er  army:  Lorenzo  de  Medici  was  within  Pigcenza^ 
^t  the  head  of  the  ecclefiafiical  and  Florentine  troops:  AL 
yieino^  the  f^enetlan^ncr^L],  and  his  army,  were  in  the  Cre» 
fnoneje  to  aftift  the  French  king;  and  an  army  of  thirty- five 
f])ouiand  Swifs  were  encamptd  near  Milan^  undetermined 
Vi^hat  part  to  take,  but  filled  with  rage  for  pay  and  plunder* 
Upon  the  whole,  however,  the  French  wer^  in  the  faireft 
iroad  of  fuccefs;  and  the  politic  pope  began  to  renew  hi? 
correfpondenee  for  an  accommodation  with  that  king.  Hi$ 
Bephew  Lorenzo  de  Mediciy  if  pofiible,  even  out- did  his  holi- 
ne(s  in  difTimulation.  He  applied  fecretly,  by  agents,  to 
Francis t  and  apologized  for  being  obliged,  in  compliance  with 
his  uncle  the  pope,  to  appear  in  the  field  againft  him  at  the 
head  of  the  Florentine  army.  All  thpfe  fecret  correfpon- 
dences  were  difcovered  by  the  viceroy  of  J^apleSy  who  con- 
fidered  himfelf  and  hi?  maftcr  as  beiiig  jittle  better  than  be- 
trayed by  the  pope  and  Lorenzo.  H^  prpffed  Lorenzo  to  pafe 
Jhe  Po,  and  join  him;  but  each  being  now  diftruftful  of  ;he 
Other,  both  grmies  returned  to  their  former  quarters, 
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Vhi  Swiff  Tt  fs  certain,  that  the  ^ifi  army,  wbidi  i^  forty  Aiou« 
^«/ «/  tbt  fand  (Irong,  might  at  that  timb  havb  givfeh  hws  lo  Sdl  /iidijr; 
^^//^  ef  bu^  their  mercenary  dif^Btron,  and  their  diviifons  rendered 
Marigntr  theiii  hated  ind  furpfSed  by  all  parties.  The  "Frimch  armf 
09.  lay  between  them  and  chat  of  the  Shanigrds  and  Fbrekfines^ 

and)  in  general,  they  Were  ndt  ill-di(pofed  toilimMs  kn  actdm- 
modation  with  Frands.    To  prevent  thb,  tbHt  ieader  and 
cduntrytnan,  the  cardinal  of  SidH^  hatangaed  theih  in  h  ani- 
mating a  manner,  that  they  appeared  to  be,  as  it  were,  pof- 
fefled  of  a  frfenzy  for  fighting  the  Pri^ ;  and,  marching  but 
of  Milarty  thev  attacked  ihetb,  though  it  was  almcift  dark^  ift 
Martgnam.    Night  alone,  and  the  Valoiir  bf  the  French  ca- 
valry, prevented  their  army  from  being  totally  roattd.    The 
t^attle  was  renewed  by  day-'break ;  but  Francii^  darhsg  the 
night,  had  iViade  fo  good  a  difpofition  of  his  artilicry,  that 
the  Swi/s  were  terribly  gafled  in  theik*  approach ;  and  Atuiam^ 
the  brave  Venetian  general,  coming  up  with  his  artny,  at- 
tacked them  in  the  I'ear ;  fo  that,  after  performing  prodigtes 
of  valour,  the  Siuifs  Were  obliged  to  return,  but  in  good  or- 
der, to  Milan.    This  battle,  the  bloodieft  that  had  been 
fought  for  many  years  in  ftaTj^  was  perhaps  the  moft  glorioos 
the  French  ever  obtained,  as  the  Swifi  nation,  till  that  day, 
had  been  deemed  invincible.    Trivubd^  the  ItaUan  genenl 
in  the  French  pay,  who  faid  he  had  been  in  eighteen  battles, 
obferved,  that  all  of  them  were  like  children's  play,  com- 
pared to  that  of  Mtirigndno.    Thoagh  the  Swifs  left  about 
ten  thoufand  men  dead  on  the  field,  and  the  PtinA  loft  about 
foe  thoufanfd,  yet  the  latter  did  not  venture  to  purfue  tlxeir 
enemies  to  Milan  \  ivotn  whenee  the  Swifs  returned  to  tfadr 
•^     own  country^    Thus,  ^11  the  Mifanefi^  by  degrees,  again  fcB 
under  the  power  of  the  French, 
piftrefs  of     The  pope  and  the  Fhff Mines  wprt  confHous  to  tfaemifelTes 
fhepofe :   hoW  ilj  they  had  deferved,  by  their  temportzinjz,  of  all  parties, 
but  of  the  French  efpeciaHy,    The  viceroy  of  Naples^  Who  had 
Aifficiently  difcovered  the  double  dealing  of  his  holine6'atid 
liis  nephew,  after  borrowing  foe  thoufand  dqpats  of  the  lauer, 
prepared  to  return  with  his  army  to  his  government;  (b  that 
Zeo  had  now  very  little  dependence  on  sioy  thing  but  the 
French  king's  reverence  for  his  chara^r,  and  his  own  arts 
of  negoclation.    Seeing  that  Ff^amis  w^s  making  difpofittons 
for  recovering  Parma  and  PiaceHzay  as  belonging  to  the  duchy 
of  Milan^  and  for  attacking  the  ftate  of  Florence^  which  he 
thought  himfelf  as  much  interefted  to  defend  as  if  it  had  be- 
longed to  the  church,  he  employed  the  duke  of  Savoj^^  and  hb 
nuncio,  the  bifliopof  7r/V^/V^,  to  ncgodate  with  ^e  French 
Iting. 
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It  mutt  be  i^knowkdficd,  than  on  this  occafion,  Leohfhij^jrift 
havcd  with  wpinlcrful  addrefs.      Though   naturaNy  cautious  r/zfciw 
und  timid,  be  a(Fc<9ed  the  courage  and  rerplution  of  \l\%  pre-  him. 
d^eilbr  Ju&us  p  and  impofed  fo  far  upon  Francis^  who  dreaded 
the  papal  tbunder,  chat  he  entered  into  an  alliance  with  Leo. 
They  fQutvally  (U|>Miat^  to  defend  th^  ftates  of  Italy ;  and 
fnuuis  agreed  to  becpn^e  the  defender  and  proteAor  of  the 
pop^  <uid  hif  doipinionSy  the  houftp  of  Medici^  and  the  ftate  of 
t^lftrmuy  and  to  give  penfions  an^  preferments  in  France  to 
ordinal  Gki'ian  and  Lor^%i.      The  pope,  however,  was 
^iged  to  recal  his  troops  from  fVr^ir/r;  and,  upon  the  valuable 
CDonpenfation  of  Ceryio  fupplying  Milan  with  fair,  to  yield  to 
the  Frgficb  king  Parma  and  Piaanza.    As  to  the  Florentines^ 
Francis  yififted  upon  a  point  of  honour;  and  it  was  left  tq 
the  duke  of  S^oj  to  decide,  whether,  by  their  behaviour, 
tbcv  had  liot  violated  th^ir  engagements  wijth  his  prede- 
cdTor, 

Kiu  thi»  while,  the  viceroy  of -Ytf^&x  found  pretexts  for 
^piytinMing  with  his  army  in  tomhardy^  which  put  the  pope 
Rod  Lorefsxa  under  dreadful  apprehenfions ;  fo  that  the  latter 
made  bis  court  ia  the  moft  al^e^  qnanner  to  Francis^  by  the 
pope's  diret^ipn.    Fratuisy  however^  was  a  prince  of  too  much 
penetration  to  be  impofed  MPon  by  his  holinefs,  who  made 
^eatdi^cultieaof  ratifyiqg  the  late  peace,  though  ftrongly 
Unporluned  to  it  by  the  bimop  of  Tricarico.     Leo  could  not, 
prithput  feo&ble  mortification,  part  with  Parma  and  Piacenza  % 
fmd  be  was  not  without  hopes,  that  the  Swifs  ^o\x\A  again  de* 
dare  againft  the  Frtncb.    Francis  faw  into  the  reafons  of  bis 
nian^ement,   and  made  difpofitiona  for.  entering  Tufcanj^ 
ivbich  frightened  Leo  fo  much,  that  he  ratified  the  treaty, 
with  fome  modifications ;  one  of  which  was,  that  the  /7«-. 
roniiMis  jbould  be  abfolved  from  all  imputation  of  having  con- 
travened their  engagements  with  Lewis.    Francis  was,  atthia 
aime,  fully  bent  upon  the  conq^eft  of  Naples ^  and  propofed  a 
perfonal  interview,  which  afterwards  took  place,  with  the  pope, 
for  gramiog  his  army  a  pafiage  through  the  eccI^afticaJ  do- 
Okinions.    Leo  durft  not  direfily  refvfe  him  any  thing ;  but 
with  groat'  difficulty  perfuaded  him  to  delay  his  expedition 
during  the  lifie  of  Ferfinand  the  catholic  king,  who  was  now 
very  aged  and  infirm. 

On  the  8th  of  Dueaher^  I5I5»  ^he  pope  and  Frands^Hk^Ueter^ 
who  was  attended  by  a  finalt  retinue,  met  together  at  Bologna,  ^e^'wi^ 
The  duke  of  Ftrrara  had  gicat  reafons  to  be  diflatisfied  with  ^'''ancis  at 
the  pope  and  ^cMidici  family,  who  coveted  his  pofleflions,  ^1%>>^ 
and  pretended  that  all  his  efiates  belonged  to  the  church. 
The  duke,  feofiUe  of  tbtir  intentions^  bad  entered  into  fecret 
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ICfinncSdom  with  the  kiog  of  France^  who,  in  the  inteniefT 
he  had  with  the  pope,  prefTed  him  to  return  Modena  and  Reg^ 
gio  to  the  duke.    His  holineisy  againft  bis  will,  was  obliged 
to  comply  with  this  requeft,  on  condition  of  his  being  reim- 
burfed  the  forty  thoufand  ducats  that  h^d  been  paid  to  Maxi-- 
milian  for  Mo4ena.    Francht  at  the  fame  time^  pfefled  him  to 
an  accommod;^tion  with  the  duke  ofUrbinOf  wboft  eftale  his 
holinefs  had  likewife  iparked  put  for  hit  own  funily,  and  who 
had  refufed  to  ferve  under  Lorenzo.    If.  required  all  the  art  of 
his  holinefs,  though  one  of  the  moft  artful  men  alWe,  tp 
avoid  cprnplylng  with  this  requeft ;  but,  at  laft,  by  his  wonder* 
ful  addreiSf  the  afiair  wascompromif^,  and  be  perfuadeddie 
king  ^aipefully  to  abandoii  the  intereft  of  the  duke,  who  bad 
lully  informed  him  of  the  prpe*s  double  dealing.    The  pon- 
tiff granting  to  the  king  certain  ecclefhiftical  revenues  and 
^ peace,    privileges  in  France  to  a  vaft  amount,  the  king,  at  the  (ame 
time,  at  Lco'b  requeft^  w^hdrew  his  prptedjop  from  all  the 
iiates  of  Tufcar^y  where  the  Medici  family  was  now  in  a  man- 
ner abfolute,  though  the  Lucquefe  offered  him  twenty-five 
thoufand  ducats ,  for  his  friendship.     AH  thofe  and  various 
other  matters  being  fettled,  Francis  left  Bohgna,  highly  pleafed 
with  the  thoughts  that,  by  his  power  and  policy,  he  had 
brought  his  hQlinefs  to  comply  with  all  his  demands. 
Infineerity      LEO^  however,   was  detertnined,  if  poffible,   to   dade 
ff  the  pope,  them.    From  Bologna  he  repaired  to  Flortnc^j  where  he  had 
the  aWeft  heads  in  Europe  to  confult  with.  '  Here  he  found 
pretexts  for  eluding  the  feflitutipn  of  Mpdena  and  Reggi$% 
while  Erancis^,zhtx  disbanding  the  greatcft  part  of  his  army, 
and  leaving  the  duke  of  Bourbon  his  neptenant  in  the  Mikmefe^ 
returned  to  prance  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  15 16.     His 
departure  was  highly  agreeable  to  the  pope;  and  the  fVatcs  of 
Tufcany  being  now  without. any  protcdlor,  his  holinefe  formed 
a  defign,  by  the  help  of  the  Florentines,  to  render  the  biibop 
of  Petrucci^  who  was  his  creature,  pafter  of  Sienna^  which 
he  eflTeded^  in  hopes  of  afterwards  fubjeding  it  to  the  Abw; 
did  family.     In  thie  mpan  whjle,  Fer(bnand  the  catholic  king 
Death  of  died,  in  the  feveoty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  at  Madrid.     He 
Pcrdi-       was  a  prince  of  vaft  penetratipn,  perfj^vcrance,  and  addre6, 
nand  tf/-    ^xiii  nfiay  juftly  be  confidered  as  the  founder  of  the  Spamfi 
terstbe^"  mpnarchy,  which  he  reared  with  fp  much  pains  and  difficulty, 
■^C'  ^     that,  notwftbftanding  liis  uninterrupted  profperity,  the  difco* 
^'        very  of  America  in  his  reign,  and  his  fitting  forty  years  on  the 
throne  of  Spain^  he  left  no  money  behind  him. 

The  death  of  Ferdinand  freed  the  French  king  from  his 
pbligation  not  to  attack  Naples  during  his  life-time ;  but, 
while  he  was  meditating  that  conqueft,  bis  own  dutchy  iof 
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J£i^  was  attacked  hy  MaxtmUoHt  who  oUiged^tbe  J'V^^ 
troops  there,'  uncfer  Lauttec^  to  retire  ^nder  the  cannon  of 
JdUau.  Franch  had,  by  this  time,  come  to  an  accommodatioa 
with  the  Swifsy  and  bftd  taken  ten  thoufand  of  them  into,  bis 
pay ;  but,  the  like  ntlmber  being  in  the  fervice  oi. Maxim*. 
Um^  ih'ey  were  all  of  tl^em  unwilling  to  come  to  adbon ;  and 
the  cantons  deliberated  upon  recalling  all  their  rut]je£ls  from 
lK>th  fervices,  to  prevent  their  being  under  the  neceffityof 
butchering  one  anoriier.  .A&;riW/iWs  ufual  indigence  and 
irrefolutionideitvered  Mtlan  from  her  danger,  and  ,ht  inglo-^ 
rbufly  returned  to  Germany.  The  Fnnch  king  ftrodgly 
fufpeded  that  MaxmHian\  attempt  upon  the  Mtlowfe  had 
been  favoured  by  the  pope,  and  called  upon  him  for  the  per-  ^ 
fotmance  of  his  late  lengagements,  by  fending  to  his  afiiftanoe 
live  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  paying  three  thoufand  Swifi 
(or  the  defence  of  the  Milmefe^  according  to  compad*  The 
truth:  is,  the  pope  equally  hated  Franch  and  Maxinnliany  and^ 
by  daring  to  diibblige  neither,  he  was  fufpeAed  by  both.  At 
firft,  he  declined  giving  any  pofitive  anfwer,  as  to  the  pay  of 
the  Swifs ;  and  offered  to  lend  Florentims  into  Lomkardyy  inr 
ftead  of  his  own  troops.  Upon  the  retom  of  Maximilian  to 
Cermanyy  he  ordered  Larenzoy  wbo:  commanded  thc-fhren^ 
iihes^  to  prefent  Francis  with  a  fum  of  mon^y,  and  to  renew 
)m  profeffions  of  attachment  to  the  French  intereft.  AH  this 
,was  done  ko  zmvSc  Francis^  while  his  holine(swas  attempting 
-to  make  bimfelf  mafier  of  the  duchy  of  Urbino  by  force  <^ 
;imis.  The  name  of  that  celebrated  duke  was  Francefco  Ma^ 
ria  dilla  Rovere.  He  was  nephew  to  the  late  pope  Julius^ 
but  perfonalJy  obnoxious  to  Lep*  He  had,  in  a  fit  of  pa0i6n, 
murdered  the  cardinal  ofVaviat  whom  he  accufed  pf  the  loft 
o(  Bologna  to  the  holy  fee  ;  and  he  was  impeached  with  having 
always  favoured  the  French.  But  GiuUan  di  Medici^  the  pope's 
brother,  who  had  been  kindly  proteded  and  entenained  at 
the  court  of  Urbinoj  had  hitherto  prevented  the  pope  from 
Aripping  the  duke  of  his  dominions.  The  death  of  Giulian 
happening  about  thi?  time  KtFlorfnciy  Leo^  by  the  inftigation 
of  Lorenzo  and  his  mother  Alfonfina^  drew  up  a.cbarge  of  rout- 
der,  rebellion,  and  other  aimes,  againft  the  duke ;  and  Lo^ 
renzo^  at  the  head  of  an  army,  compofed  of  Florentines  and 
the  fubjeSs  of  the  holy  fee,  took  poffeffion  of  Urbino,  and  Urbino 
afterwards  of /'{/Srr^ ;  and,  in  four  days  time,  of  the  vthoXc  attacked fy 
duchy  oiUrbuMs  a  few  caftles  excepted,  which  were  1  ike  wife  z^^/*/^- 
foon  after  uken,  the  duke  retiring  to  Mantua,  Lorenzo,  after 
this,  returned  xo  Florence  \  and  the  pope,  by  a  bull,  to  which 
he  obliged  the  cardinab  to  fet  their  hands,  conferred  upon  htm 
^c  duchy  of  Urbino.    The  French  king  thought  this  to  be 
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sm  Infdlt  o^on  himfdf  $  but,  partly  ky  the  nocdBty  of  hb  li^ 
f^KS  and  partly  Mt  df  rcvefence  to  the  pomiiiaits^  be  putup^ 
wtrh  that  «if)d  many  other  afTrontt  oflFered  bim  1^  die  pflf)c» 
wbole  dilWgard  for  bim  grew  fts  the  po«rer  and  Hiteteft  of  bii 
holinefs  with  (he  Bimfeitn  (btes  iiKreafrd. 
Btffnmng  The  4ubc  of  Urhin$  remained  all  this  time  inMnttm^ 
ma  fro-  and  foiicited  the  Sftmlards  to  iftft  him  in  reoovcnog  ^  duchj^ 
ff-ejs  rf  In  chit  he  was  berriended  by  FredtrU  Gom^ga  lord  of  Bat^ 
ibi  Ivor  tfztb^  a  man  of  high  quaHty  and  reputation  in  mUkary  ^tUn^ 
Urbino.  but  a  dedaped  eaeioy  to  the  boufe  oiMalUiy  <«  acconat  of  a 
perfonal  aifiront  be  bad  fiiffered  from  Xt^nemz^.  Asir^fifwiES 
then  iuil  of  ibUitrs  aod  officen  of  fonone,  withoat  employ^ 
mcfit)  the  duice  was  foon  at  the  head  of  five  tboufand  Sftt* 
nifi  foot)  the  chief  of  whom  was  one  JiaUansi$t  a  Spmuari^ 
an  officer  of  reputation,  ile  iikcwvfe  raifed  eight  hunditd 
li,>t  horie,  comihaffded  by  oftcers  of  experieiice;  biM  be 
wais  without  ofioney,  artrilery,  or  ammunition.  He  depends 
^  hou^ever^  greatly  on  the  aSedioiis  of  his  fobje£b,  and 
let  out  on  hb  anarch  for  Urbittp.  The  pope  was  alarmed  at 
the  profited  of  eneoumeriag  a  de^rale  army  that  had  notfabig 
to  lofe  \  and,  having  f  reared  the  Fnnch  king  in  amoft  infaaM>ai 
manrer  by  deceiving  hsm  in  all  the  agreements  be  had 
made  with  him,  be  concluded  that  Fraws  fiqoported  the 
duke.  In  this  he  was  confirtned,  by  the  duke's  araiy  being 
vaifed  in  i^e  ^gbboui<hood  of  that  of  .^>vo^e,4mder  Lmktrtt\ 
amdhe  had  reafon  Itkewife  to  believe,  that  the  duke  waa  i^ 
^HMired  by  the  V^nttiam^  jealous  of  the  greatneb  of  a  pope, 
4rbo  was,  in  effeift,  ^Ih^  fovereign  of  Florae.  He,  however, 
iilkd  jthe  Rmutgna  with  troops,  under  his  Aepbew  L^ 
Titixo^  part  of  them  Fhr4nitnis^  and  part  belonging  to  the 
church,  commanded  by  Rtnx$  da  dri  and  Vitdk^  wbo  bad 
ordecs  to-  difpu(e  the  p^ge  of  the  P9  with  the  duke.  Tbey 
ivere,  boiKrevcr,  prevented  by  the  rapidity  of  the  enemy's 
*inarch,  who  entered  the  FaOintinty  and  appeared  befiore 
Foinztif  In  hopes  of  railing  fome  diAurbances  there  in  fiwoor 
'6f  young  ManfreH^  the  reprefentative  of  its  late  lords,  who 
ivas  in  his  army,  fn  this  the  duke  viras  di(appoimed,  and  he 
found  the  pope  and  L$ren%a  fo  ftrong  in  the  Romagtm^  ibat 
he  couM  iDake  no  impreffion  there.  •  He  therefore  on  a.fiid- 
^en  marched  towards  his  own  capital  of  Urbino^  in  wbicfa 
were  two  thouiand  Fhrcntine  foot,  under  Giacw»  RbJou, 
«4io  being  diflatisfied  whh  the  firrvice,  and  finding  the  p^pie 
all  incKned  to  the  duke,  furrendered  the  place  by  capitulation. 
The  example  of  UrUa9  was  followed  by  all  the  reft  of  tbc 
duchy,  excepting  the  ftrong  fortification  of  San  Le0.  The 
duke  then  attempted  to  uke  Fanc^  but  mi(canried$  while 
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torenzd  ^nd  the  Fbrentm  aMy  allbnMvd  tft  kfmkty  tnd- 
firoih  thttict  tticvtd  to  Pef»9^  Hear  wtikh  L^reffzat  cti^ 
camped,  in  a  fituation  that  faced  the  AAVs  arnif.  The 
pO{>e,  ho#crer,  ordeitd  L&nntf  not  to  haiat^  a  pitched  bat* 
tie  if  it  cbuld  ht  avoided,  for  feat  of  etidangeHfig  the  Fi&rtn*' 
fm  *atc,  and  bccanfc  it  wal  probable  that  the  lenemy,  fbt 
warn  t>f  fttonejr  and  ^ovifions,  wouM  be  obttged  to  retire. 
Ni!s  holinefs,  at  the  fame  time,  ffited  iW  Europe  with  ht^ 
brieft,  complsdhing  of  the  duke  of  UirHnoS  rebclHon,  as  hb 
called  it,  and  tlemafiding  affiftance  againft  him.  Mdximp' 
lun$^  and  hi^  grandfon  the  king  <>f  jj^/h,  afterwanfs  the  fa* 
mous  emperor  "Charles  V.  in  order  to  improve  the  mifundcr- 
ftanditig  between  the  pont^  and  the  Pnn^  king,  fent  him  a 
body  <rf  ^ukilitries;  and  even  Francis,  that  he  might  not 
fbrow  faimfelf  intirely  into  their  arm^,  ordered  Lautrec  16 
march  firotn  Miiafn  to  hb  aid ;  but  obliged  hh  holknefe  to  enter 
with  him  into  a  new  tneaty,  and  t6  do  jtrflict  to  the  duke  of 
Pitrara. 

The  ecclcfiaftical  and  Fhrenlint  atmy  ww  now  very  hr^Mifma* 
midable,  amouming  in  the  Whole  to  near  twenty  thottfand  %  nagemsnt 
imd  Lorefnsoy  Who  was  perlbnaHy  brave,  but  had  Httlc  expc*  ?/'^^/*y» 
rience  in  War,  icontinued  tt)  ftce  the  ^duke's  army,  and  KttAi^^^* 
feven  harndred  light  horfe  to  (bour  tttt  country  of  Vieffriat9^ 
firoih  whence  the  dukc^s  troo^  di«W  thtfr  fiabfiftence.    WWIe 
chb  was  dohig,  one  of  the  dnke*s  oSicers^  ciHed  Sttarezy  de- 
tnanded  from  Loreftza  a  pafs  for  himfelf,  and  another  officer, 
whofe  name  was  to  be  inferted  in  it.     The  pafs  was  accord*- 
ingly  granted,  and  the  ioferted  naihe  was  that  of  Orath  da 
KrmOj  the  duke  of  l/n&m^'^  fcctetary.    The  two  meflengcis 
being  admitted  into  Lorenzo^s  pfefence,  where  Suarez  pro»« 
dooM  a  formal  challenge  from  the  dokfe  to  Lsrefiz^,  offering  Lerenzo 
to  put  an  end  to  the  calanrities  of  the  war,  which  fell  fo  hea^'v  challenged 
upon  innocent  fubjeds,  either  by  fighting  him  hand  to  hand,  ^/fVf^ 
or  with  an  equal  number  on  each  fide.      Lorenzo  (cemed  to^^*^""*^*' 
make  no  dificulty  to  accept  of  the  challenge,  provided  the 
duke  would  give  up  all  that  he  had  taken.    In  the  mean  while 
he  ordered  both  the  officers  to  be  put  under  arreft.     His  ge- 
nerals e^clahned  agabft  this  breach  of  faith,  and  <*liged  hith 
to  releafe  Suarez  \  out  he  put  Orath^  cm  prctende  of  his  beitva^ 
a  native  of  the  ecclefiaftical  fbte,  to  the  rack,  where  he  diu 
covered  the  particulars  of  the  correfpondeilce  carried  oh  be-* 
tween  the  duke  and  the  French  kins. 

This  challenge  was  mefieaual,  but  it  carried  with  it  an 
*tr  of  romantic  bravery,  and  did  vaft  fervice  to  the  duke  with 
Lorenzo^  officers  of  every  nation.  The  truth  is,  thou9;h 
rtofc  o^ers  were  the  bcft  in  hafy^  yet  his  army  was  poorly 
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coqamaadei;  and  tho'  weak,  was  vaftly  fiiperior  io  numbets  tm 
the  other,  though  compofed  of  the  beft  troops  in  Europi.   The 
reafons  were,  becaufe  the  ,pope  was  hated  by  all  his  atud* 
liaries  for  bis  diffiouilation,  and  breaches  of  faith ;  and  his  of- 
ficc^rs  ierved  him  for  pay,  and  not  out  of  aiFec^ion.    Every  day 
produced  fomenew  demands,  fro^  the/r/nf^efpeciaUy,  which 
the  pope  and  L9r$n%9  were  forced  tp  comply  with ;  and  the  dif- 
ferent nations,  upder  them  hated  each  other  fo  much,  that 
their  orders  were  either  difobeyed,  or  imperfe^Iy  executed. 
The  duke  of  Vrhifw  (lill  maintained  his  poft^  and  drew  his 
fubfiftencc  from  the  Vicariatfiy  one  of  the  mod  fenile  fpots  in 
Italy.    This  obliged  Lorenzo  to  march  towards  Sorbolmngt^ 
yf\\\ch  i^  fiye  miles  jdiftant-  from  Foffowbrone.     The  difp<^ 
(ions  for  this  march  were  fo  jjudictous,  but  fo  ill.  executed, 
ibat  young  Gipvamu  de  Medifi  complained  to  l>oren%o  of  trea- 
chery amoogft  tbe  oiEcers*    Lorenzo  durft  punifli  i^one^  and 
^efigned  himfelf  (entirely  to  the  cpunfels  oi  Renzo  and  Pluiie^ 
The  Florentine  troops  had  been  driven  from  Sorbolungp  ;    and 
.a  fefoltttion  was  taken  to  retire,  under  pretence  of  taking 
f^Stt^tk  of  Monte  Barofdo, ., Til U.  motion  had  ^1  the  air  <i 
a  flight,  and  tbe  duke's  troops  ,harra(Ied  thofc  pf  the  pope  io 
their  reircat.     Lorenzo  made  no  ufe  of  his  fuperipriqr  \    and 
infte^  of  forcii^g,  as  he  migl^t  have  done,  his  enemies  tea 
battle,  he  kept  upon  tbe  defei^f&ve,  and  fMSercd  iheoi  (o  (eszt 
on  all  the  ftrong  pafTes,  and  particularly  on  Monte  Barcak, 
while  the  Florentine  and  papal  army  began  to  be  flraitcned  for 
provifions,  having  none  but  what  they  drew  from  Pefara. 
tnfileneeof     Th£   mutjnies    and  mifmanagement   among(l  Loremzoi 
/^«Fxench.  troops  at  laft  <iuite  exhaufted  tbe  patience  of  his  holinefs,  and 
he  defired  Lorenzo  to  do  his  utmofl  to  prevail  with  tbe  Fremi 
to  quit  his  fervice..    The  letters  of  his  holinefs  for  this  por- 
pofe  were  intercepted  by  the  duke  of  TJrbino^  who  immediate^ 
ient  them  t^  the  French  quarters  ^  and  a  dangerous  mutiny  muft 
.  have  enfued,  hadnot  Lorenzo^  and  Carbon  xYic  French  general, 
'    pretended. that   they  had  been  counterfeited  by  the  eoemj. 
■Lorenzo  then  marched  tow^^ds  FoJfombrone\   but  bis  troops 
exclaimed  fo  much  figainft  Kenzo  and  Vitello^  that  be  at  laft 
opened  his  eyes,  and  reproached  them  for  having  prevailed 
on  him  to  protrad  the  war  for  their  own  profit.     He  was 
now  advancing  to  the  Ficariaio,  where  he  took  tbe  caftic  of 
Mondolfo  San  Gojlanzo^  and  laid  fiege  to  Mondolfoy  the  flrongeft  fortl- 
hefieged^     fication  in  that  diftriS.     But  Lorenzo's  artillery  was  fo  inju- 
andLO'      dicioufly  difpcfed  hy  Renzo^  that  they  were  fcon  difmounted, 
renzo      ,  and  a  great  number  of  the  workmen  and  cannoneers  killed. 
^curjedt    Lorenzo  went  in  perfon  to  remedy  this  lofs,  but  was  dange- 
loufly  wounded,     l^he  place,  t^owever,  v^as  fo  mMcb  (hakrn 
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by  fpringtng  a  mine,  that  the  garrifon^  difcoufaged  ktrtcci^- 
ing  no  relief  from  the  duke  of  Urblno^  made  terms  for  them- 
felves,  and  marched  out  of  the  town,  which  furrendered  to 
the  pope's  army. 

Whilit  Lorenzo  lay  ill  of  his  wound,  iht  pope  font  the 
cardinal  $anta  Maria  io  take^  charge  of  the  army.  Upon  \m 
arrival,  the  fmall  degree  of  difcipline  which  ftill  remainecL 
vanKhed.  The  German  and  the  Italian  in&ntry  <)uarreUed 
with  each  other,  and  many  were  killed  on  both  fides»  whife 
the  French  feized  that  opportunity  of  plundering  the  tents  and 
baggage  of  both.  This  tumult  was  with  great  difficulty  fup- 
prc&d  ;  but  it  obliged  the  pope's  generals  to  fend  the  troops 
•of  different  nations  into  different  quarters,  and  Ptfqro  vnA 
affigned  to  the  Florentines ;  while  the  French  foot  encamped 
half  a  mile's  diftance  from  the  fame  city.  A  total  but  fhameful  ' 
inadivity  for  twenty  days  fucceeded,  which,  together  with 
a  fecret  intelligence  carried  on  bv  the  duke  with  the  pope^s 
army,  encouraged  him  to  quit  his  flrong  encampment  tt 
Monte  Baroccio^  and  to  beat  up  his  quarters.  Upon  his  arri- 
val, he  was  joined  by  all  the  Sfanijh  foot  except  eight  hun- 
dred, who  retired  to  Pefaro ;  and  attacking  the  Germans^  he 
killed  and  wounded  above  fix  hundred  of  them,  and  forced 
the  remainder  to  retire  to  the  lame  city.  As  to  the  French^ 
they  got  under  arms,  but  remained  quiet  fpedators  of  the 
whole. 

Th5  duke  then  encamped  between  Vrhim  and  Pefaro,^^ 
While  he  lay  there,  he  entered  into  correfpondence  with  one  ^^f^ 
Jmbraj  a  Gafcon  officer,  who  hated  Lautrec^  and  formed  a^?^|P** 
party  amonglt  the  French  and  German  foot  for  defcrting  ^o^^^^j^ 
him,    upon  the  pope's    miniftry  refufing  to  comply  with*^^^^^ 
their  exorbitant  demands.    Being  at  little  pains  to  difguHe  (jrbioo 
their  intention.  Carbon  and  other  general  officers  did  all  they 
could  to  prevail  with  them  to  return  to  their  duty;    but  In 
vain  ;  for  no  fooner  did  the  duke's  army  appear,  than  Jmbya 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  mutineers,  and,  in  order  of 
battle,  with  fix  field-pieces  in  his  front,  joined  the  duke,  no 
more  than  thirteen  hundred  foot  and  feven  officers  remaining  * ' 

with  Carbon.  Next  day,  the  Italian  foot  mutinied  in  like 
manner ;  and,  left  they  too  fhould  defert,  it  was  found  ne- 
ceflary  to  gratify  their  demands,  which  were  as  extravagant 
from  the  officers  as  the  foldiers. 

It  is  obfcrved  by  an  excellent  hiftorian «,  that  there  was 
foniething  very  furprifing  in  the  ftatc  of  the  two  armies  on 
this  occafiont    The  pope's  foldiers  had  no  other  objed  but 
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oieoejs  with  whicli  thcjr  ^tit  fupplicd  }o  pro&itioa'i    wti 
yot  ihfff  deferced  to  (he  duke  gf  Urkin^  who  luid  oooe  to 
gfve  tt^oi.    Vqder  iji^  pope's  generalf  they  btd  been  uMiti^ 
nous  and  Jifobedient;    but  under  the  duke  tbev  lived  in  the 
greaieft  harnonji  «od  iabmktc;^  ^  the  ilri^ft  difcipUoe. 
Ait  this,  according  to  the  (ame  biftorian,  proceeded  cbicSf 
hmti  the  ardour  and  obftinacy  of  the  troops*    The  {Mpai 
Jtgate  and  bis  generals  were  overwhelmed  with  confbeai^dnp 
at  in  many  repeated  jdifgraces  aiu)  loE^  %  and^  after  many  In- 
f  fieAual  coniultationSt  they  figiied  a  p^r,  which  th^  feot 
to  the  pope,  advifiog  him  to  reftore  tbc  Bentiu^ti^  family  lo 
MoUgm.    His  bolintft  not  only  reje^M  U^is  CQunfel^   W 
Uixterly  bewailed  hia  pxrn  misfotune  in  b^vjug  twftcd  to 
tboie  who  had  given  it, 
Tbiduh       Th%  dpMof  C/r^/V««,  a^  4be  (anHe  tin^t  was  not  wiAw 
difirffid.   |j«  difficulties,    fjif  trciopa  had  received  no  pay  for  tbice 
VKHKhf ;   and  hi|  dudiy*  iis  well  as  the  Ftcarlm^  were  now 
exlMufted  of  provifions  and  every  thing  elfe.    He,  tberdGote, 
with  the  jippnobation  of  his  army,  which  cbole  pluaakr  cadKf 
ttian  pay,  all  of  a  fudden,  pointed  his  nasch  to  the  rich  and 
fertile  country  of  T'^j^jr.     But  he  now  difcovered  a  plot  far 
J  pi^       deOaoyiag.  bm,  or  givii^  him  up  to  the  pope.    £ras#  had 
mimnfl biml^^}y  ^^  ^  ^fmjh  V^i^y^i  when  his  country isieQ  vac 
Sfcrvtrtd  lo  deliver  tbe  dufce  up*    This  incident,  ieemingly  flight  ji 
4md  pw"     it  was,  being  reported  to  the  duke,  eave  him  a  deep  Ai^Hcioa 
mJUd.       ^  MoMomO^  i  and  it  foon  appealed,  by  imeroeptcd  Iqttcfs, 
fthax  he,  S9(are%^  and  two  oiber  Spanijb  off cers,  had  entcfcd 
iaio  a  €on(piracy  ag/aiinft  bim ;  and  that,  the  better  to  vu* 
naf  €  tr,  ^^0X  h^  f^ffered  bin^felf  to  be  taken  prUoner  fay 
Lormxi.    The  duke  difguifed  hb  knowledge  of  tbe  afiair, 
till  be  wgs  pc&ilisd  of  prxx)f$  that  ma4e  it  umueftionables 
hut  hef  had  op  foi^n^r  en^ter^  the  plains  of  GoUh^  in  be 
misrch  10  Tufiany^s  than  he  drew  up  his  i^npy,  aod  afier  ha- 
ranguing it  in  a  moft  pathetic  Qianner,  and  noodMctng  the 
evidences  of  the  coo^ratprs  guilt,  tbc^  were  all  four  iaame* 
^lately  pm  to  deaths  with  tbe  approbation  of  aU  the  troopi- 
Siinvadf'     Th^  4uke  i4icn  puvfu^d  his  nmrch  towards  P£riig$0^  which 
Tttfcany  I  aiasdettoded  by  Baglim  and  CiuniUo  Orjki^  who  commanded 
n  pan^  4)f  Flor^iin0  men  U  arms,  ^  two  hundred  aiad  ibf 
light  honfe.    Vpqn  ibe  whoh^  therefore,  the  garriibn  was 
thought  fufficient  for  tbe  deijc^  of  tbe  place.    Lnremm  dr 
Midui  was  now  rocovscaed  of  his  wo^nd  \  and  after  ordering 
Vik^  19  garriipii  Qist^  di  i^fUot^  he  binUelf  went  to  FknMUf 
$p  pif  dbat  capital,  and  the  ntbcjr  towns  of  tM  ftaic,  b  a 
proper  condition  for  receiving  tbe  enemy.    When  the  duke 
appeared  before /frj^«^  )m^  fi«fti|ttte  of  battering  cannon, 
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ht  found  himlbir  unable  to  make  any  attenif  t  lapwt  k }  bift 
M  of  a  ftidden,  BagKum  pretending  that  the  PerugMns  couM 
not  beat  to  fee  their  country  defiroyed,  entered  into  a  com-  ^ 
promife  with  the  duke ;  and  upon  the  hiter  promifing  to  quit 
the  Perughn^  paid  him  ten  thourand  ducalt,  and  engaged 
not  to  carry  arms  againft  him  tiuring  that  war. 

In  the  mean  whw  the  pope*s  legate,  that  he  might  oblige  ^  ^tt^rm 
the  duke  to  evacuate  Tujcany^  feR  into  the  duchy  of  ^^^'^>  f^  ggfi^uf 
where,  in  three  days  time,  he  took  and  plundered  Fpfflm-  Urm^ 
trom^y  and  hid  fiege  to  Pergola.    Here  he  waa  joined  by  a 
frefli  body  of  Spaniards^  and  he  took  the  place  by  Aorm.    The 
duke  of  Uriino^  by  this  time,  marched  to  BtrgoSanSi^okr^i 
hut  underAandfng  what  danger  bis  own  ftate  was  m,  he 
marched  againft  the  legate,  and  in  a  few  houn  drove  him 
out  of  his  duchy. 

A  FLOT  was,  at  this  time,  diicovered  at  RoifHy  foraied  hv  py 
Alfr^o  cardinal  of  Sleima^  Ibn  of  Pandolfh  Ptfmcei^  againft  mg^mft  th 
the  pope's  life.   His  holinefs  lay  under  the  greateft  obligations /•/«• 
to  the  Petmcci  family ;  but  he  had  repaid  it,  by  driving  them 
out  of  Siefma.    The  cardinal  being  young  and  hot,  at  firft 
had  refbtved  to  have  killed  the  pope  with  his  own  hand;  bat 
he  afterwards  contraAed  with  VereiU'h  a  Phrtntine  fiirgeon, 
to  potfon  him.    Before  VirceUi  could  be  introduced  about 
the  pope*s  peribn,  Jlfonfo*B  impatience  publicly  hurried  him 
into  fijhch  invedives  againft  the  pope,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  from  Refne-f   but  he  left  behind  him  his  fecretary^ 
with  whooa  he  held  a  correfpondence,  which,  being  iecreily 
intercepted  by  the  pope,  gave  him  the  ^ft  fufpic^on  of  the 
plot.     Upon  this  he  fent,  by  the  Spani/b  ambaiTadc^r,  a  pafs,    * 
and  his  word  of  honour,  for  Ajfm^t  fofetv,  if  he  would  re* 
«nm  to  Rame^  Where  the  pope  Aid  he  would  give  him  tatif- 
fa&ion  with  regard  to  his  affairs.    Atfvfi^  was  incautious  «    .m 
enough  to  truft  to  his  hdlinefs  5   but  he  no*  (oonf r  appeared  fl^^ffj^ 
in  the  popc^  prefence,  than  he  and  his  friend,  cardinal  "Bm-  ctmAirm* 
Snelhf  were  put  under  arreft,  and  fent  prMbnere  to  the  c^t^J,^ 
nf  St.  Angdo.    Vtralliy  at  the  feme  tin>e,  was  lent  prifoner 
ivom  Fltrenci\   and  after  confeffing  aH  he  knew,  he  was^ 
whh  another  accomplice,  executed.    The  more  the  matter 
was  enquired  into,  the  greater  appearances  there  were  of 
others  being  concerned.    The  cardinal  efSanGiorghy  the 
chief  of  the  college,  was  fent  prifener  to  4he  feme  caftk, 
for  not  revealing  the  inveAtves  whi(ih  he  had  hezii^A^cafr 
throw  otrt  againft  the  pope;  and  Z>#  called  a  con(iftoffy» 
in  which  the  cardinals  ofCinuto  and  Vottura^  on  their  knees» 

*  The  aotieot  Fenpn  Smfrmi.  -      * 

con^ 

2 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4^  fbe  Hi^ory  of  Florence; 

cotifefledrCbeir  being  gqilty  of  the  fame  crime.     Soon  -after 
Jlfonfi  was  ftrangled  in  pcifon ;    but  Bandinelh  was  delivered 
,  from  it  on  paying  a  large  fum  of  money,   though  it  was 
ftrongly  fufpeded  that  a  flow  poifon  had  been  adminiftered 
to  him  by  the  pope's  orders.  The  other  cardinals  were  treated 
with  milder  cenfures. 
Ancona .       The  Aiccefs  of  the  duke  of  Urbino  in  his  own  ducby»  had 
imjoded  hhxou^X  fuch  numbers  to  join  him,  that  his  army  was  now 
the  duke  ^formidable,     Inftead  of  refuming  his  Tufcan  expeditioa»  he 
Ufbino,     entered  the  marquifate  of  Ancona^  where  he  laid  i^Wfoit*,  aod 
feveral  other  towns,  under  contribution,  and  took  and  plun- 
dered others,  particularly  J^^    He  then  proceeded  againft 
Anctna  itfelf,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  pay  him  eight 
.  ihoufand  ducats.  After  that,  he  hefieged  Oftmo^^xA  Corinald^\ 
but  mifcarried  before  both,  for  want,  not  only  of  cannon,  but 
'     AAmunilion.    His  bad  fuccefi  in  not  being  able  to  take  any 
one  place  that  refufed  to  pay  him  contribution-money,  greatly 
diminiihed  the  reputation  of  his  arms,  and  his  lob  of  time 
was  irretrievable.     The  ecclefiaftical  army,  at  this  time, 
was  commanded  by  the  count  of  Potenza  ^^  who  took  feveral 
places  in  Urbino  \    but  was  oblieed  to  ad  on  the  defenfive, 
till  the  arrival  of  fix  thoufand  Swifsy  which  his  holinefe  had 
taken  into  his  pay.    The  count  lay  at  Vefaro^  which  the 
duke  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  take,  and  made  an  uo* 
fuccefsful' attempt  to  furprife  the  5u/^  auxiliaries,  who  were 
now  advanced  as  far  as  Riminj. 
^fjjf^  fg,        Thb  duke,  had  now  no  other  cour(e  left  but  to  refumehis 
SMrns  to     Tufcan  expedition ;   and  be  accordingly  entered  that  country, 
Tttfcany.  where,  after  reftins;  fome^days,  he  beiieged  Anghiara,  a  town 
belonging  to  the  Floreutirm^  y^hsxCy  ai^  ufual,  he  was  repulfed 
for  want  of  aniHery.  >  At  laft,  be  received  four  pieces  of  can- 
non ;  but,  by  this  thpe,  all  the  Tufcan  cities  and  forts  were 
filled  with  foldiers,  and  Lonnzo  di  Midici  ^ame  from  Flcnnci 
to  Borga,  near  which  city  the  duke  and  his  army  were  en- 
camped.    The  country  was  unable  j^o  furniih  the  duke's 
troops  with  any  more  provifions  %  nor  had  they  any  profpcd 
of  plunder ;   nor  could  he  advance  them  any  pay ;  fo  that 
bis  fituation  began  to  be  very  dangerous  and  uncomfortable, 
through  the  murmurs  of  his  foldiers.     Happily  for  him  that 
of  the  pope  was  jiot  much  better.    He  had  adminiftered  ^efli 
,  eaufe  of  difobligadon  to  the  French  king,  and  he  bad  treated 
the  Spanijh  ambalTador  very  ill  in  the  affair  of  the  cardinal  of 
SUnna.    The  duke  of  Urbino yf2s  a  favourite  with  both  tbob 

^  The  andent  uEfit.         «  The  ancient  Auxtmum.         *  Aa- 
«ently  Potmia. 
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jiKnbcst    anrf,  by  their  orders,  Moncada  the  wiccrdj  of  Siclfyi 

and  L'Ejcut  the  French  general,   had  feveral  times  propofed 

terms  of  accommodation  between  him  and  the  pope.     The 

Conditions  required   by  the  duke  appeared   fo  unreafonable, 

that  the  viceroy,  by  his  mafter's  orders,  came  to  the  duke's 

camp,  and  perfuaded  his  Spanrjh  foot  to  infid  with  the  duke 

upon  a  peace,  which  they  were  eafily  brought  to  do ;    fo  that 

an  accommodation  was  at  laft  concluded  on  the  following  ^/ // 

terms  :    that  the  pope  (hould  pay  the  Spanijh  infantry  fony-foruJ  fo 

five  thoufand  diicats,'  due,  as  they  faid,  for  four  rtionths  ar-  maktfeaeii 

feirs  i  arid  to  the  Gafcons^  and  the  Germans  united  With  them, 

fixty  thoufand  ducats  :    that  they  (hould  evacuate  the  flate 

6f  the  church,  of  the  Pl^reniimSy  and  ofUrhino^  within  eigh^ 

days  .'    thai  the  duke  {hould,  within  the  faid  term,  abandon 

ill  that  he   poflcfled,  and  be  permitted  to  paifs  in  fafety  to 

Atantua  with  all  his  artillery  and  effects.    The  pope,  on  his 

part,  pronlifed  to  abfolvc  the  duke  from  his  cenfure<?,  with 

dli  who  had  been  engaged  againft  him  in  tlie  wsir  of  Ifhbino^ 

iiatives  and  others. 

As  this  treaty  had  been  negotiated  and  concluded  only  by  andde/erii 
tbrpntiflioners,  the  duke  refufcd  to  ratify  I r,  when  prcfented ''4^w* 
to  him,  unlefs  a  claufe  was  infetted,  importing,  that  i^ieSpa-  '^^'* 
Hiards  had  engaged  to  deliver  to  the  pope  the  duchy  of  t/rbirtii 
The  Spaniards  thought  that  fuch  a  claufe  would  be  deroga- 
tory to  their  honour,  and  rcfufed  to  admit  the  infertion,  whicli 
proddced  high  words  between  them  and  the  diike.  The  duke 
perceiving  that  he  wa^  fold,  to  prevent  his  falling  into  thd 
pope's  hands,  withdrew  to  the  Pivuri  de  Sefliha  with  all  the 
troops  who  were  willing  to  follow  him  \  while  the  ilpaniardsi 
fecciving  their  money,  iharched  back  to  Naplei;  a^  the  other 
foot  did  to  their  feveral  countries;  (6  that  the  Italian  foot^ 
ivho  had  beeii  omitted  in  the  late  bargain,  alone  remained 
with  the  duke,  who,  feeing  himfelf  now  abandoned,  was 
obliged  to  ratify  the  treaty  that  had  b^eri  made  in  his  namej 
add  marched  to  Mdntuby  attended  by  no  more  than  one  hun* 
dred  horfe  and  fix  hundred  foot.  His  retreat  put  an  end  tothe 
war  of  Urbino^  which  coft  the  pope,  during  the  eifiht  months 
it  lafted,  eight  hundred  thoufand  ducats,  the  greateft  part  of 
t^hich  he  had  levied  from  the  Fionhtines^  over  whom  his 
powet*  was,  in  a  manner,  defpotic. 

Tut  finiOiing  the  war  of  Urblnb  reftored  ptzQt  to  Italy,  Leo  J^ 
It  is  certain,  that  no  bad  tnan  ever  had  fo  many  amiable  quz^/criifdi 
lities  to  recommend  him  as  Lee  had.  No  fooner  had  he  the 
fmalleft  refpite  from  toil  apd  danger,  than  he  returned  to  the 
encouragement  of  literature  and  the  fine  arts^  and  he  patro* 
nized  them  while  involved  in  both.  Florenci  fadw  vied  with 
Moo.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXVI.  O  g  Rmi 
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Ronti  in  ali  that  was  great,  magnificent,  and  elegant.  Tbfs 
Teems  to  have  diverted  the  Florentines  from  all  thoughts  of 
re-aflening  their  liberties^  and  becaufe  they  might  be  com-*> 
tfnanded  by  the  dregs  of  the  people.  Madnavel  their  fccrc- 
tary,  however,  advifed  Leo  ftill  to  keep  up  the  forms  of 
the  conftitution,  fo  as  that  the  people  might  be  the  lefs  fcn- 
fible  that  they  had  loft  their  freedom,  and  the  govern nncnC 
in  general  was  mild  and  equitable.  But  many  amongfl  the 
Flarentines  were  too  quick-fighted  to  be  deceived  with  ap- 
pearances, and  all  of  them  bewailed  the  vaft  expences  into 
which  they  were  brought  by  their  dependence  upon  his  bo- 
linefs. 
Acrufade4  DuRiNG  this  ftateof  tranquillity  in  Italy ^  the7«r>fj,  under 
their  emperor  Selim^  were  making  a  progress  in  the  eaft  thac 
alarmed  ail  the  chriftian  powers.  Nothing  could  have  hap- 
pened more  fortunate  than  this  did  for  the  views  of  Lt^* 
The  revenues  of  Florence^  and  the  ecclefiaftical  ftatc,  went 
but  a  fhoit  way  towards  fupplying  his  vaft  expences.  By 
virtue  of  his  pontifical  authority,  he  made  all  f^r^^/ contri- 
bute towards  them  ;  but  the  moft  fuccefsful  means  he  em- 
ployed were  his  pleaching  up  crufades  againft  the  Turku 
The  difpofitions  of  many  European  powers,  at  this  tioDe, 
were  uncommonly  unanimous,  and  favourable  for  his  de- 
figns,  and  vaft  fums  of  money  had  been  col!e<aed  in  Franct^ 
the  difpofal  of  which  was  in  the  breaft  of  bis  holinefs. 
Francis  knew  this,  and  omitted  nothing  that  could  flatter  either 
Marriage  the  pope's  pride  or  his  ambition.  A  match  was  propofeJ 
e/^  Lorcn- between  Magdalena  of  the  houfe  of  Bouillony  and  confc- 
to*  qucntly  of  the  blood- royal  of  France^  and  Lorenzo  de  AfeS^ 

^  ci  \  and  the  propofal  was  highly  encouraged  by  the  Frtndx 
^  king,  the  apprehenfions  from  the  Turh  being  now  blown 

over  by  the  revolutions  that  had  happened  in  their  govern* 
ment     The  lady's  fortune  was  ten  thoufand  crowns  a  year, 
the  greaieft  part  of  which  was  fettled  upon  her  by  Frands\ 
and  all  preliminaries  beiDg  adjufted,  Lorenzo  repaired  to  the 
couitof  France^  v^'htr c  Fra?H!s  received  him  with  open  arn^ 
and  gave  him  his  kinfwoman  in  marriage. 
VrUndftyip     LORENZO  overflowed  in  his  cxpreflions  of  gratiuide 
hefween      for  this  figrial  honour,  and  devoted  himfelf  for  ever  to  the 
L^n  and    king's  fervice.     But  fomcthing  more  than  words  pafTed  be- 
Francifco.  tween  them  on  this  occafion,  Lorenzo  prefented  Framis  with  a 
bull  from  his  holinefs,  impowering  him  to  apjdy  to  bis  own  ufe 
the  money  that  had  been  raifed  for  the  crufades  j  out  of  which 
Lorenzo  himfelf  received  a  prefent  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns* 
The  king,  farther  to  teftity  his  acknowJ|dgment  to  the  pope^ 
,  put  into  Lorenzo' z  hands  the  brief  of  promifc  his  holinefs  had 
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Ihadeforthe  rcftitution  of  Modena  and  Reggio  to  the  duke  bf 
Perrara^  within  feven  months,  which  were  now  expired.  This . 
interview  was  followed  by  negotiations  for  peace  all  over 
Europe^  for  which  the  pontiff  was  extremely  folliciious,  nor 
did  any  thing  extraordinary  happen  in  Florence  during  the 
years  1517  and   1518,  further  than  what  we  have  related..        1517.' 

The    tranquillity  of  Europe^    in  the  beginning   of   the     I5i8# 
year  15 19,  was  broke  by  the  death  of  the  emperor  Maximi-     15 19* 
Uan^  a  prince  of  a  mixed  character.    He  was  inconftant,  ex-  jygath  of 
travagant,  and  though   proud,  contemptible  for  his  perpe- ^^^  ^^^^ 
tual  indigence,  that  often  run  him  into  injuftice  and  incon-  ror  Maxi- 
fiftencies.     Notwithftanding  all  this,  he  had  great  talents  for  milian. 
government,   was   brave  in  his  own  perfon,  and  naturally 
humane.     He  had,  bef  re  his  death,  laboured  inceflanrly  to 
procure  for  his  grandfon  CharUi^  kini^  of  Spain^  the  fuccef- 
fion  to  the  German  empire ;  and  vaft  Turns  had,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  been  remitted  out  of  Spain  by  Charles  Ito  his  grandfa- 
ther.    Upon  the  death  of  Maximilian^  the  conteft  bccam'e 
tnore  declared  and  fcrious,  and  nothing  was  wanting  to  de- 
cide it,  but  the  pope  declaring  himfeif  for  one  of  the  candi- 
dates,    i^d  was  aver fe  to  both,  and  dreaded  the  nei-hbour-  CcnduB  cf 
hood  of  both   \iittaly^  Where  they  were  able,  ly  their  \^^  the  pops  in 
power,  to  make  good  all  the  imperial  claims  upon  R^me^  and  tU  ccnteft 
the  cftaTes  of  the  church.     He    was,  however,  obliged   to  fir  i  be 
temporize  ;  but  he  could   not  long  maintain  his  neutrality,  ^^p^re^, 
By  an   exceffive   refinement   in    politics,    he   declared    for 
Francis^  whom  he  knew  to  be  the  weakeft  candidate  j  in 
hopes  of  finding  an  opportunity,  before  the  elci^ion  came 
on,  to  make  him  fenfible  of  its  being  impofiible  be  fhould 
fuccced,  and  of  pcrfuading  him  to  throw  his  intereft  into  the 
fcale  of  a  third  candidate,  who  mitrht  be  lefs  formidable  irt  * 
Italy,     la  fborr,    Leo  ^tnl  Prancls  Orfmo  as   his  legate  into 
Germany^  to  do  Francis  all  the  fervice  he  could  ;  but  with  fe- 
cret  orders  to  found  the  difpofitions,  and  examine  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  ele£lors.     Leo  followed  out  this  fcheme  of  con- 
duft  with  infinite   addrefs  ;  but  being  afraid   of  an  attack 
from  C(t/2r/«,  who  was  equipping. a   Hcci  at  h'aples,    Francis 
ordered  his  gallies,  with  four  thoufand  land-lroops  on  board, 
to  be  in  readinefs  to  defend  the  fea  coafls  belonging  to  the 
church,  and  to  the  Florentines, 

While  the  election  of  an  emperor  was  depending,  Lo-  Death  of 
renzo  de  Medici  died.     He  left  by  his  wife,  who  died  a  few  Lorenzo, 
days  before  in  child- birth,  an  only  daughter,  Catherine^  who 
was  afterwards  fo  infamous  for  her  cruelty  and  diflimulation, 
married  to  Henry  II.  of  France^  :^nd  mother  to  three  fucceed- 
inj  kings  of  that  country.-    Upon  the  death  of  LcrenzOy 
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fomtf  of  Leg*%  counfellors  were  generous  enough  to  fugged 
to  his  holintrfs,    that  he  would   give  a  noble  proof  of    ^^ 
triotfm,  now  that  all  the  male  lawful  defcendants  of  the 
great  Co/mo  wcxt  dead,  but  himfeif,  if  he  would  reftorc  the 
rbrentines  to  their  liberties.     His  holinefs  rejc^ed  this  ad- 
vice, fwayed  partly  by  partiality  to  his  own  family,  thouo;H 
an  illegitimate  tine,  and  partly  by  his  hatred  to  a  repubiic, 
ConduS    from  which  he  had  been  baniflied.     He  therefore  committed 
tftbefefi.  the  government  of  Florence  to  the  cardinal  De  Midid  ;  but 
reftored  the  duchy  of  Urbino^  and  the  eities  of  Pefaro  acid  Sr- 
higagUa^  which  had  been  granted  to  Lcr^nzoy  to  the  holy  fee, 
though  Lorenzo*s  daughter  was  in  the  inveftiturc.     He  like- 
tvife  dcmolifhed  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Ihbino^  becaufe  of 
the  attachment  the  inhabirants  proftiTed  for  their  duke  Fran-^ 
(ijcoy  and   rendered  Gobhui  the  capital  of  the  duchy.     As  he 
owed  immenfe  fums  to  the  Florentines^  in  order  to  preferve  a 
ftewof  equity,  he  affigned  them  for  payment  the  fortrefe  of 
^an  LeOy  and.  the  diftriiS  of  Montefeltro^  with  the  Piviers  de 
Se/llnay    which  had  before  belonged  to  the  Cefentine.     The 
Florentines^  who  hated  theapoftolicchamber,  were  far  from  be- 
ing pleafed  with  this  manner  of  repaying  their  money,  which 
threw  upon  them  the  trouble  and  expence  of  garrifoning  and 
maint'jining  places  that  were  entirely  in  the  incercft  of  duke 
Froncifco, 
Charles         T^^   competition  between  Charles  and  Francis  for  the 
the/enem'  cnmire  ftil I  continued  ;  but  the  two  rivals  proceeded  in  very 
j^fror  of    Jiflrerent  manners.  ^r^7«r/i,  fenfible  that  the  natural  interelt 
Germany. 't'f"  Charles  in  Germany  was  fupcrior  to  his,  endeavoured  to 
fupply  that  difadvantage,    by  fending  immenfe  fums  from 
France  to  bribe  the  eIe£lors  and  their  friends,  io  that  he  car* 
ried  on  an*  open  traffic  of  corruption,  which  gave  vaft  dif- 
guft  to  all  the  princs«  who  hi>d  any  fentiments  of  honour, 
virtue,    or  regard  to  the   independency  of  their  country. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Germansy  in  general,  declared  againil 
placing  any  foicrgner  on  the  imperial  throne  ;  and  even  the 
Swifs  fupplicated  the  pope  to  favoor  the  ele£lion  of  Charles. 
'J'he  contcft  turned  out  entirely  in  favour  of  the  fatter,  who, 
undtt  pretence  of  maintaining  the  liberties  of  the  Gennank 
body,  inftead  of  fquandering  his  money  amongfl  the  elec- 
tors, employed  it  in  railing  an  army,  which  advanced  to  the 
neighbourhood    of  Francfort^    the   place   of    the  eledion. 
J^otwithftanding  all  this,  Leo  certainly  would  have  carried 
his  point,  and  both  candidates  mufl  have  been  difappointed, 
bad  not  the  reformation  every  day  gained  ground  in  Germany^ 
under  Luther^  who  was  patronized  and  pretexted  by  Frederic 
the  Wtfey  ''ieflor  of  Sa.\ony.     li  was  to  this  prince  ^that  the 
6  dcdoral 
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tlcSoral  college,  forefeelog  the  calamities  to  which  Ggrma^ 
ny  muft  be  expofed,  offered  the  imperial  crown,  which  he 
had  many  reafons  for  refufing;  and  he  gave  his  vote  for 
Charlesy  who  was  accordingly  declared  emperor.  >  This  pre- 
ference (hewn  to  Charl^Sy,  exafperated  Francis^  who  now  pre- 
tended that  he  had  received  many  grievances  from  the  em- 
pire, and  the  houfe  of  AuJlriUy  and  demanded  i^edrefs  of 
them.  The  pope  thought  this  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
attempting  to  make  himfclf  inafter  of  />rr/^^?,  which  had 
been  long  a  favourite  objedl  with  him.  He  committed  the 
execution  of  the  defign  to  the  warlike  biOiop  of  Ventimiglia^ 
whom,  without  appearing  to  have  any  concern  in  the  affair, 
he  put  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  troops ;  and  had  he  been 
able  to  have  pafled  the  Po^  he  probably  would  have  fur- 
prized  the  city.  Though  the  pope,  with  the  moft  folcmn 
aiTeverations,  dlfclaimed  all  knowledge  of  this  attempt,  yet 
he  was  not  believed  by  the  duke  of  Firrara^  or  any  of  the 
Italian  princes. 

In  the  fame  year  1520,  hisholinefs,  by  his  prothonotary,    1^20. 
tampered  with  one  Rodotfo^  2l  captain  in  the  duke's  guards,  ^he  pop$ 
to  give  admittance  to  his  troops,  which  were  to  be  com-  endea- 
naanded  by  Guido  Rangone^  into  one  of  the  gates  oi  Ferrara^ifours  to 
that  lay , at  the  end  of  a  wooden  bridge  over  the  Po.     Ran'  become 
gone  privately  difcovered  thisdefign,  with  all  its  circumftan- «rtf^*»*  «/^ 
ces,  to  the  duke,  who  foon  defeated  it,  and  puniflied  Ro-  Ferrara. 
Mfo  for  his  treachery,  but  durft  pufli  the  difcovery  no  far-  TrLisfailr 
ther.  «V- 

Though  there  was  fcarcely  a  crime  or  vice,  cither  per- 
fonal  or  political,  that  Leo  had  not  been  guilty  of,  and  tho^ 
all  Europe  was  fenfible  of  the  fame ;  yet  it  is  amazing  how 
powerfully  his  pontifical  dignity,  joined  to  a  certain  comr 
p)acency  of  manners,  operated  towards  his  preferving  the 
refpeft  and  efteem  of  the  chriftian  princes.  But  Leo^  nor- 
withftanding  all  his  policy,  was  the  dupe  of  his  own  good 
nature,  and  by  his  boundiefs  expence^  he  had  run  himfelf 
into  the  moft  fhameful  nece^ties,  which  he  was  obliged  to 
fupply  by  the  moft  infamoMs  means.  He  fent  all* over  Eu* 
rope„  armies  of  ddminicaps,  aivl  other  monks  and  friars,  at- 
tended by  colIe(Sors,  who  kept  open  (bop  for  the  fale  of  in- 
dulgences. But  tho'  prodigious  fums  were  levied  by  this 
(candalous  traffic,  the  leaft  (hare  of  the  profit  came  to  the 
pope,  the  reft  being  confumed  amongft  the  collectors,  or  la* 
viQied  upon  his  fiftcr  Madalenq  and  her  favourites.  Every 
one  knows  in  what  manner  thofe  pradlic^s  brought  on  the 
reformation,  and  how,  in  a  few  years,  almoft  one-half  of  £«- 
p^^  was  bft  to  the  fee  of  Romey  while  tht:  other  half  wa^ 
G'  g  3         '        '  itaggercci 
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daggered  in  its  obedience.  It  is  certain  the  pope  give  him- 
felf  very  little  trouble  about  affairs  of  religion,  farther  thaa 
as  they  fcrved  to  replenifh  his  coffers.  All  his  cares  tended 
to  prefcrve  the  ballance  of  power  in  Italy,  that  he  might 
maintain  himtelf  in  the  pofleffion  of  Florence^  and  the  other 
Tufcan  dates,  and  the  patrimony  of  the  holy  fee,  with  the 
vaft  and  unjuft  acquifitions  that  had  been  made  to  it  by  him- 
152^^'  felf  and  his  predeceflbr  Julius.  Italy  had  now  enjoyed  peace 
He  is  in  for  three  years,  and  the  balance  of  power  there,  between 
£reat  fro-  ^y^g  emperor  and  the  French  king,  was  in  the  hand  of  the 
Jftntj,  p^pg  .  ^Q  ^j^2^  being  courted  by  all  parties,  his  dominions, 
Florence  efpecially,  enjoyed  happinefs  and  wealth  in  the 
higheft  degree,  while  he  indulged  himfelf  in  every  gratifica- 
tion, both  of  fenfual  and  intelledual  pleafure ;  to  both  which 
he  was  exquifitely  formed  by  nature.  He  became  at  laft  &• 
tiated  with  thofe  enjoyments,  and  once  more  turned  *hi$ 
attention  towards  war.  He  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of 
having  Ipft  Parma  and  Piaccnza  to  the  church,  and  of  his 
having  been  fo  often  difappointed  in  his  attempts  upon  Fer^ 
rarh.  He  was  likewife  afraid,  that  the  emperor  and  tho 
French  king  mi^ht  accommodate  matters  between  them- 
felves,  fo  as  to  deprefs  his  power  and  that  of  the  church  in 
Italy:  he  therefore  refolved  to  make  a  league  with  one  of 
thofj  princes,  and  render  him  fubfervlent  in  driving  the  other 
out  of  Italy  ;  in  which  cafe  he  thought  it  would  be  cafy  to 
drive  the  conqu-irror  out  likewife.  Before  he  determined 
which  party  tq  chufe,  he  difp^tched  into  Swljferland^  AntGm9 
Pucci^  bifhop  of  Pijhiay  to  hire  fix  thoufand*5:f//J,  which 
the  cantons  readily  confented  to  ;  and  a  free  pafTage  Jiaving 
been  granted  them  through  the  ftate  of  ATilan^  ihey  arrived 
in  the  Romagna^  dnd  the  marq.iifate  oi  Ancona^  where  they 
-^  .  were  quartered. 

ibBt"  The  public  were  amazed  at  the  hiring  and  march  of  thofe 

io'^fo'  ^''^^P^  *"  ^  ^^^^  °^  profound  tranquillity ;  and  the  pope  at 
^^^  '  firft  pretended  he  had  called  them  in  to  guard  his  own  per- 
Yon,  The  truth  was,  that  he  had  fet  on  foot  a  fecret  treaty 
with  the  French  king  ;  by  which  the  kingdom  of  Naples  was 
to  be  attacked  by  their  joint  forces.  Gjcta^  and  all  the 
country  betTvecn  the  GarigUano  and  the  borders  of  the  ccclc- 
fiaftical  flate,  when  conquered,  were  to  belong  to  the  church  j 
as  the  reft  of  the  kingJorh  was  to  go  to  the  French  king's  fc- 
cond  fon,  but  under  the  tuition  of  an  apoftolical  legate, rcfiding 
at  Naplesy  till  the  young  prince  (hould  be  of  age.  The 
Jcmg,  on  the  other  band,  engaged  to  affift  the  pontiff  againft 
the  fubjeiS^s  and  feudatories  of  the  Jipoftolical  fee,  in  which 
firrara  was  thought  to  be  included.     Separatelj^  from  thb 
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convention,  it  was  agreed  between  hi$  holinefs  and  the 
Frtmh  king,  that  the  latter  fliouM  take  the  advantage  of  a 
rebellion  which  had  juil  broke  out  in  Spain^  to  feize  upon 
the  kingdom  of  Navarre^  which  he  did.  After  that,  the 
French  invaded  Spain  itfelf ;  but  this  invafion  turned  to  the 
difadvanrage  of' Francis^  becaufe  it  reunited  the  Spaniards 
amongft  thcmfelves.  The  Swifsj  however,  now  preferred 
the  friend  (hip  of  Francis  to  that  of  Charles. 

When  the  late  concluded  treaty  bciWcen  the  pope  and  Di/ap* 
Francis  was  examined  in  the  council  of  France^  the  ht& poinded iy: 
heads  there  difapproved  of  it,  as  being  too  advantageous  to  Francis. 
France^  and,  therefore,  containing  fome  myftery  to  her  pre- 
judice ;  becaufe  the  pope  never  could  be  fuppofed  to  fee  the 
duchy  of  Milan,   and    the  kingdom  of  Naples,  under  the 
fame  head.   Thofe,  and  many  other  reafons,  mod  of  which 
turned  upon  the  pope's  known  diffimulation  and  double  deaU 
ing,  prevailed  on  Francii  not  to  ratify  the  treaty.     This  ir- 
ritated th^  pontiff,  and  the  more,  as  Lautrec  the  French  go- 
vernor of  the  Milanefe  refufed  to  admit  any  of  his  bulh  or 
tnonkorles  into  that  duchy.     The  pope,  therefore,  for  felf- 
defence,  offered  his  friendfliip  and  alliance  to  Charles,  who 
readily  accepted  of  both,  as  the  friendfliip  of  his  holinefs 
was  then  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  his  affairs.  A  league 
was  concluded  between  them  for  their  mutual  defence ;  and 
in  it  way  comprehended  the  houfe  of  Medici^  and  the  ftate 
of  Florence  ^.     In  the  fame  league  there  was  an  offenfive  ar-  HisUagut 
tide,  by  which  the  Milanefe  was  to  be  attacked,  and  Partna^ith  tbp^ 
and  Piacenxa  reftored  to  the  church  i  but,  that  the  Milanefe  mper or ^ 
ihould  return  to  Francifco  Sfor%a\  to  whom  it  was  to  be 
guarantied  by  both  contra£ting  parties.     Charles  w^as  like- 
wife  to  aflift  his  holinefs  in  the  conqueft  of  Ferrara'i  to 
pay  an  additional  tribute  for  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and 
to  give  the  cardinal  De  Medici  a  penfion  of  ten  thoufand 
duca:s.     Alexander  de  Medici,  a  natural  fon  of  the  deceafed 
Lorenzo,  was  likewife  to  receive  an  eftate  of  ten  thoufand 
ducats  a  year  in  the  kingdom  oi  Naples.    As  to  the  Milanefe^ 
it  was  to  be  deemed  a  fief  of  the  empire. 

Before  the  main  purpofes    of  this  league  was  to  bcT-^^Mf. 
carried  into  execution,  the  contracting  parties  deternnined  lanefe  i»- 
€o  make  an  attempt  on  Alikn  and  Genoa,  both  of  them  now  ^'odid^ 
belonging  to  France^  by  the  exiles  of  thofe  two  ftates.     For 
this  purpofe,  the  hiftorian  (j«/awAW,- who  was  governor  of 
Modena  and  Reggio  for  the  pope,  received  ten  thoufand  crowns 
from  his  holinefs,  which  he  paid  to  Morone^  one  of  the  A/i- 
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*'  '  lanefe  exiles.  Both  thofc  attempts,  however,  failcj  thiough 
caijfes  that  are  foreign  to  this  hiftory;  as  did  fcveral  other 
attempts  of  the  fame  nature,  which  had  hecn  formed  underr 
liand  by  his  holincfs;  'He  was  now  oWiged  to  throw  off 
the  mafk;  and  he  appointed  Frederic^' tn^xi\\i\s  of  AfanttUif 
^general  of  the  ecclefiaftical  and  Florentine  armies,  who  were 
lo  march  direftly  into  Lofohanfyy  and  to  attack  the  Milanefe,. 
The  army  under  the  marquis,  was  to  be  joined  by  all  the 
rnen  at  arms  which  Charles  \\z^'  mNapl^^  by  fix  tboufand 
Italian  foot,  two  thoufan'd  Spamji  foot,  and  two  thoufaifd 
)  others,  under  the  marquis  of  Pefcara  j  four  thoufan<)  Herman 

foot,  and  two  thoufand  Grifinsy  were  like  wife  to  .be  taicep 
into  the  pay  of  the  confederates.    As  to'  the  Swifs  that  were 
in  the  pope's  pay;  fbur  thoufand  out  of  the  fix  had  returned 
into  their  own  country,  on  account  of  their  harveft,  aftcf 
coding  his  holinefs one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  ciowns  to 
no  purpofe.    The  other  two  thoufand  were  cohtinyed  in  thi^ 
pay  of  the  confederacy,  or,  as  it  was  called,  the  lioly  league  ; 
*and  his  hoJinefs  applied  to  the  cantons. for  leave  to  raifc  fix 
thoufand  more.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  the  preparation^ 
tor  the  invafion  of  the  MHanefe  were  very  formidable,  an4 
it  was  refolved  to  attack  that  duchy* on  t*he  frde  toward? 
Como^  where  the  French  government  was  very^  unpopular. 
'    Lautrec  was,  at  this  time,  at  the  French  court,  and  was 
»rith  wiih  difficulty  prevailed  6n,  through  the  force  of  grcaf 
promifes,  to  return  to  Milan.     The  Venetiaris  offered  to  join 
the  French  with  fix  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  fix  thoutand 
foot;  and  the  Swifs  captons,  notwithflanding  all  their  eni> 
gagements  with  the  pope,  cohfentcd  that  the  French  king 
Siould  take  ten  thoufand  of  their  fubjc£ts  into  his  pay.    AIj 
this  while,  Francis  omitted  nothing  that  could  mollify  the 
pope,  and  break  his  confederacy  with  Charles.     Lautrec  be* 
ing  thus  enabled  to  provjde.  for  the  defence  of  the  Milanefe^ 
the  campaign  opened  greativ  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  holy 
league.     It  rouft  be  confcfTcd,  there  is  fomething  very  un- 
accountable in  the  nature  of  the  command  which  it  was 
under,  and  can  be  only  afcribed  to  the.  jcaloufy  the  popt 
Ak/urd     entertained  of  his  generals.     Quicci^rdini^  informs  us,  that 
dtfttibu-    the  marquis  o^  Mantua  was  appointed  captain-aeneral  of  all 
Mion^  ^     the  forces  of  |he  church  ;  but  that  Projpero  Colonna^  though 
<mmand,  without  any  title,  had  the  command  of  the  whole  armyi 
Thus  there  was,  it  feems,  a  real  and  a  nominal  command, 
Cuicciardiniy  however,  informs  us,  that  he  himfelf  controulcc{ 
l^th  (hofe  generals,  by  virtue  of  his  commiffion  of  comt 
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,fnUSiry*genera]  of  the  whole  army,  which  gave  hi^  cxtnt^ 
prdinary  powers.  From  all  this  we  may  conclude,  that  th^ 
fnarquis  had  obt^ned  his  high  rank,  on  account  of  the  con- 
l^enient  ficuation  .of  his  dominions,  and  the  force  which  h^ 
jbrought  to  the  field ;  ^ut  that  the  pope  trufted  to  the  abi- 
lities of  Colonna  for  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  and  to 
Guicdardiniy  who  was  h^mfelf  a  Fhrenthu^  for  being  a  check 
upon  both. 

His  holinefs  (^wed  hin}felf  no  great  general  by  fuch  9  'Progrefs 
partition  of  command  \  efpecially,  confidering  the  compll-  tftbe  or* 
cated  intereijts  of  the  league,  and  the  nature  of  the  Spaniardi^  ^J  if  tin 
Swifi^  and  Germans^  who  were  p^ies  in  it.    The  want  of  ^'^g^- 
^  due  fubordination  among  the  phief  officers  foon  appeared 
by  its  efFedb.     Projpero  Colonn^y  having  garriibned  Modena^ 
Bologna^  Ravittna^  and  Imcla^  encamped  upon  the  Lenzoy 
within  five  miles  of  Fartnay  when  he  heard  that  four  thousand 
^wifs  foot  was  arrived  at  Mjlan.    Parnuij  itfelf,  had  a  ftrong 
garrifon,  under  VEfcut^  brother  to  ffautrec ;  and  both  the 
J^inetians  and  the  duke  of  Ftrrara  were  in  motion,  in  favoup 
of  the  FrtncK   At  laft  CoUnnay  who  Was  a  found,  tho'  a  flow^ 
general,   was   joined  by  the  marquis  of  Mantua^  and  by 
four  hundred  Spmtijh  lances,  under  Antonio  de  Leva^  who 
pecame  afterwards  fo  famous  in  war.     This  enabled  Colottna 
to  advance  to  ^an  Laxaroy  within  a  mile  of  Parma ;  where 
he  waited  /or  a  farther  reinforcement  from  Naples^  of  thrc^ 
Jiuiidred  lapces,  and  two  thoufand  Spanijh  foot,  under  the 
marquis  of  P^frtf,  and  for  the  G^rm^m  infantry,  who  were 
advanced  as  /ar  as  Epjhurg.     Cohfma'%  great  dependence  vga^ 
upon  thoTe  hqrfe  'to  make  head  againft  the  Swifs  in  the 
french  army,  •  The  VeneiianSy  however,  made  difpofitions  for 
oppofing  thdr  progrefs ;  and  the  Germans  began  to  (hew 
themfelves  une^y  for  thejr  pay,  whiph  it  was  dangerous  for 
iht  pope,  out  of  whdfe  pyrfe  it  v^as  to  come,  to  fend  through 
the  Vi^netian  territories  to  Trent^  where  the  Germans  infifted 
upon  receiving  it.     At  lad  the  iparquis  of  Mantua^  who^        ' 
upon  the  whole,  behaved  with  great  honour  and  reputation, 
and  the  marqufs  of  Pefcarn^   ma^e  fome  movemenu  in  th6 
Jidantuart^  to  favour  the  approach  oC  th(;  Germans  ;  but  the 
yenetiansy  whom  Colonna  knew  not  to  be  in  earneft,  retired 
(o  Verona^  and  an  entire  jun(^ion  of  all  the  troops,  belongT 
jng  to  the  army  of  the  holv  league,  was  cffe<3ed. 
»    A  council  of  war  being  held,  thefiege  of  Parma  was  pro-  Thefien 
pofed,  but  rejeded  ;  and  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  marcl>  ^ Parma 
agaVnft  .P/^nvniu?,  which  was  but  weak,  and  weakly  ^xxi-.jropoftd 
|^>ned,    and    lay  convenient  for  favouring  an  att;^ck  upon  andrejeS^ 
^^,    While  difpofitions  were  malcing  for  that  purpofe,  ^d\ 
•  '■'    -^  ■'  ■• '    ••'  *which 
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which  pfomifed  to  produce  decifivc  efFcfts  in  flavour  of  the 
fcaguC)  a  few  Fren<h  horfe  having  pafle<i  the  Po^  a  report 
was  fpicad  of  the  approach  of    the  whole  French  zxxqj  i 
Giovanni  ie  Aff diet  was  fent  out  to  redonnoitre,  and  foon 
difcovcred  the  miftake,  and  that  the  French  army  had  repa&d 
the  river.     The  falfe  alarm^  however,  had   occafioncd  the 
^     defign  againft  Pkcenza  to  belaid  afide;  nor,  through  the 
d  fagreement  of  the  generals  of  different  nations,  was  it  ever 
rcfunrted.     iTheir  animofities  even  proceeded  ft)  far,  as  to 
create  a  kind  of  total  inafiion  in  the  army  ;  till  the  Flsreniine 
commiflary^,  as  he  acquaints  us  himfelf,  in   behalf  of  his 
mafter  the   pope,  fpirited  them  up  fo  effeSuaWy,  that,  by 
Ijff  f.g,      a  kind  of  a  fudden  impulfe,   they  refolved  at  once  upon  the 
J'umedi       ficge  of  Parma  y  a  propofal  which  they  had  before  unani« 
moufly  rejected.  But  the  eJcecution  received  fome  delay,  bc- 
caufe  the  heavy  artillery  was  not  yet  come  up,  Cokn/ta  not 
having' thought  it  neceflary  againft  Piacenza.     This  delay 
was  of  vaft  fervice  fo  LatHrec^   as  it  gave  time  for  hisauxili* 
aries  to  jo'm  him.     The  fiege  of  Parma  was  at  laft  formed, 
but  aukwardly  carried  on ;  and,  as  it  appeared  afterwards, 
the  attack  was  made  from  the  wrong  poft.     Lautrec^  by  this 
time,  having  received  the  greateft  part  of  his  reinforcements, 
advanced  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Parma^  which  was  at  laftixi 
great  danger  ;  that  part  of  the  town  called  Codipmie  being 
taken  by  the  befiegers.     Lautrec  not  being  joined,  as  he  ex- 
petSted,  by  fix  thoufand   more  Swifsy  who  were  on  their 
inarch,  found  himfelf  too  weak  to  fight  the  army  of  the 
league  5  but  he  encouraged  his  brother  to  hold  out,  as  he 
would  remain  in  the  iieighbourhood,  and  be  perpetually  beat- 
ing up  the  quarters  of  the  enemy.     UEfcutj  however,  muft 
have  been  obliged,  either  to  have  furrendered  the  place  up  by 
capitulation,  or  to  have  marched  out  with  the  ganifon,  and 
join  his  brother,  hid  not  thefoldiers  of  the  league  plundered 
the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Parma  they  had  taken,  tho' 
they  appeared  rejoiced  at  returning;  to  the  obedience  of  the 
phurch  ;  and  this  confirmed  the  Parmefans  in  the  intereft  of 
the  French,     Advice  in  the  mean  time  came,  that  the  duke 
of  Ferrara  had  furprized  Finale  and  San  Felice^  and  was  ad- 
vancing againft  Modena\  which  was,  it  feems,  but  ill  pre- 
^   pared  for  a  defence,   through  the  caution  of  Colonna^  who 
was  unwilling  to  weaken  his  army. 

This  intelligence  occafioncd  a  meeting  of  the  general 
officers  of  the  Icjgue ;  where,  after  difcourfing,  rather  than 
reafoning  among  themfelvcs,  it  was  unaccountably  refolved 
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to  faife  the  fiegc  of  Parma^  though  it  was  known  to  be  now  at  undJhMmi^ 
the  laft  extremity.  All  the  general  officers  were  of  this  o^x- fully  abtm- 
nion ;  but  the  brave  and  wife  Antonio  de  LevOy  though  he  doned. 
concurred  with  them  in  opinion  as  to  raifing  the  fiege,  added, 
chat  he  hoped  they  would  do  it  only  to  fight  Lautrec  ;  and  if 
they  beat  him^  Parma  mv&  fall  of  courfe  into  their  hands. 
This  counfel  was  rej^ftedupon  various  pretexts.  Their 
refolucion,  however,  was  of  fuch  moment,  and  carried  with 
it  fuch  an  appearance  of  difgrace,  that  before  it  was  put  into 
execution,  Colonna^  and  the  marquis  of  Pifcara^  confulted  , 
Guicdardinty  the  commiflary,  concerning  it..  Guicctardini  re-^ 
proached  them  with  the  inconfiftency  and  pufillaniinity  of 
their  condud,  and  threatened  them  with  the  indignation  of  the 
pope.  The  two  generals  replied,  that  the  (lege  could  not, 
confiftendy  with  the  rules  of  war,  be  continued  ;  and  that 
difpofitions  were  making  for  inftantly  drawing  oS  the  artil* 
lery ;  nor  durft  the  commiffary  Ibnger  oppofe  their  joint  au- 
thority. This  (hameful  condud,  however,  Was  no  fooner 
known  in  the  camp,  than  the  foldiers  openly  exprefled  their 
diflike  of  it ;  and  Guicciardini,  with  Morone^  a  Milanefe  exile, 
went  to  Colonna\  quarters,  where  they  found  him  very  can- 
didly difpofed  to  reconfider  the  refolution,  and,  if  he  faw 
reafon,  to  retract  it.  For  this  purpofe,  he  fummoned  afirefh 
the  fame  council  of  war ;  but  the  marquis  of  Pefcaray  who 
had  begun  to  draw  otE  the  artillery,  refufed  to  affift  at  it,  as 
deeming  it  difhonourable  to  alter  his  opinion  :  thus  the 
council  broke  up,  and  the  refolution  of  abandoning  the  fiego 
was  immediately  executed,  after  remaining  twelve  daya  be-  "-  • 
fore  the  place. 

So  puflllanimous  a  proceeding  rendered  the  officers,  to  ^^/w- ^  ■ 
whom  it  was  owing,  fo  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Germans^  the  fo^e^ 
that  while  the  army  was  returning  to  their  camp  at  San 
Lazaroy  they  mutinied,  difplaced  their  officers,  and  chofe 
others  in  their  room,  becaufe  their  exorbitant  demands  for 
pay  were  not  complied  with,  and  withdrew  from  the  army 
of  the  league.  The  news  of  fo  many  difaftrous  and  disgrace- 
ful events  overwhelmed  the  pope  with  grief  and  indignation;, 
and  the  more,  becaufe,  when  they  happened,  he  every  mo- 
ment expected  to  hear  that  he  was  matter  oi  Parma.  He 
fufpefled  the  German  and  Spani/h  generals  of  treachery, 
Guicctardlniy  who  was  prefent  all  the  time,  feems  inclinable 
to  believe,  that  the  wh6le  was  owing  to  the  falfe  intelligence 
they  received,  which  magnified  the  French  army  far  beyond 
the  truth  ;  and  to  the  caution  of  Colonna^  who  imagining  a 
battle  to  be-tnevitable,  thought  that  his  foldiers  could  not 
tc  brought  to  it,  if  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  Parma.    It  is 
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certain  that  the  French^  who  under  Lautrec  were  in  very  bad 
order,  and  could  not  bring  the  &w'ifi  to  ad,  were  amazed 
when  they  heard  that  the  fiege  of  Parma  was  abandoned  : 
but  that  event  not  onl/  gave  them  ipirits  and  courage,  but 
animated  the  Svaiji  to  their  duty  ;  and  they  now  joined  Lau^ 
p'ic  in  great  numbers.     The  news  of  this  determined  the 
generals  of  the  league  to  remove  from  Sen  Lazare  towards 
Rcggio  \  and  this  retreat  would  have  been  converted  into   a 
down  Wright  flight,  had  not  the  Flbrentitu  and  imperial  com- 
ipiflfaries  remonltrated  upon  .the  difgrace  auending  it.     Socne 
part  of  the  blac^e  w^s  laid  upon  Profper<^&  too  great  caution, 
which  reHirained  hioi  from  employing^a  fufficient  number  of 
Ijght  borie  to  i'cour  the  country,  and  get  intelligence  of  the 
tftemv's  moticns. 
mjih^  nco'  '   LAUTREC%  ftrength  was  better  known  at  Rame  than  in 
fpersbit     the  camp  of  the  holy  league;  and  the  pope  refuming  his 
/firiu.       courage,  brought  the  emperor  to  cpnfent  to  march,   with 
their  whole  force,  again  ft  Milan  itfelf  j  without  regarding 
Parma^  or  any  .other  objc:£l.     With  this  view  the  pope  had 
taken  into  his  py^  but  not  without  great  oppofltion,  a  fireih 
l/ody  pf  twelve  ihoufand  Smifs*     But  the  cantons  hired  theoi 
o.ut  on  the  exprefs  condition,  pf  their  being  employed  only 
in  defence  of  the  church's  pat j-imo/iy,  and  their  not  ferving 
agaipft  the  French.     The  cardinal  of  Sion^  however,  and 
the  other  agenis  for  the  holy  league,  accepted  of  them,  even 
Ipn  that  condition  ;  as  kno.wing.it  would  not  be  d.fficnlt  to 
prevail  upon  them,  after  dcfcending  into  Italyj  to  ferve  againft 
I/>inbar-  Jid't'^n.      After  various  coofultations,  the  generals  of  the 
dya//4iri- league  defpairing  to  take  Parma^  too  weak  to  face  Lautrect 
sdfwf/i all c^mp,    wid  finable,  for  want  of  fubfiSence,    to  continue 
ibiyorce    where  tjiey  were,  refolved  to  p^fs  the  Po,    While  difpoiitions 
^fihe        were  making  for  that,  count  Gu'ido  Rangone^  by  tbe pppe's 
r^i^'»      orders,   {gpppned  by  a  body  pf  Tfdfcau  font,   reduced  an  im- 
portant pafs,  called  ^)ie  Qioiintain  of  Modefuzy  belongigg  tq 
the  duke  of  Fer-iora. 

>JLt  this  time,  the  arpiy  of  the  league  was  pcflered  by  a  fet 
of  banditti,  vwho«  under  the  denomination  pf  Milanefe  exiles, 
plundered  wherever  they  came,  and  even  intercepted  the 
convoys  coming  to  their  owp  army.  Colonna^  however,  at 
laft,  made  difpofitions  f(ir  palling  the  Bo  ;  but  failed  in  an  at- 
tempt, that  was  to  have  been  executed  by  Ghvanni  de  Medid^ 
for  burning  the  Fren.h  b  -ats  on  that  river,  near  Cremene. 
But  it  was  neceffary  to  take  care  of  the  towns  belonging  to 
fhe  church,  and  it's  allici,  before  the  army  pfied  the  P$. 
Vitellly  therefore,  was  ordered  to  garrifon  them  with  on? 
jjuiidred  anjj  Ciky  men  at  arips,  as  many  light  horfe,  and  tw<) 
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thoufand  foot,  all  of  them*  Florentines^  or  p*aid  by  themohey 
of  that  ftate ;  and  two  thoufand  Swlfs^  whom  ic  was  nof 
thought  fafe  to  employ  againft  the  Frenchy  were  detached 
upon  the  <ame  fervice,  under  the  bifhop  of  Pijloia,  Thus 
Modentty  ReggtOy  and  other  towns  in  the  ecclefiaftical  jurif- 
di^ion,  were  fecured  againft  the  infults  of  t?)c  duke  of  /Vr- 
rara\  who  boafted  of  having  been  the  deliverer  of  Ptfrw^, 
and  whom  the  pope,  as  far  as  ecclcfiaftica!  cenfures  could  do' 
k,  had  now  deprived  of  his  duchy  of  A/r^ir^. 

Ir  was  the  firft  oi  OSfobeVy  1521,  before  the  army  of  the    iwi 
league,  which  was  prodigicnifly  encumbered  with  baggage,  *wbicb 
and  ufelefs  attendants,  paiTed  the  Po,     This  paflage  was  cf-/^'  ^^ 
feiSted  in  {o  flovenly  and  dilatory  a  manner,  that  had  Lautrec  ^^* 
attacked  one  party,  while  the  other  was  pafling,  be  might 
have  defeated  the  whole.     They  encamped  at  laft  at  Cafal 
Maggiorey  where  a  new  fbene  of  diffimularion  was  opened. 

The  French  king,  who  knew  the  pope  was  the  foul  of 
the  league  againft  him,  had,  from  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities  in  Lombardyy  tempted  him  with  the  moft  fp'ecious 
offers  to  diflblve  the  confederacy.  LeOy  at  firft,  refifted  him 
with  great  firmnfef^ ;  but  perceiving  that  the  whole  weight  of 
the  war  refted  upon  htmfelf;  xhzt  Charles  was  unable,  or 
unwilling,  to  advance  money ;  that  no  dependence  w;ts  to 
be  had  upon  the  German  and  5^jm^ officers;  and  that  the 
fcrvice  of  the  Swlfs  was  clogged  with  conditions,  htf  began 
at  laft  to  harbour  thoughts  of  an  accommodation.  Upon 
the  raifingthc  fiege  of  Parmtty  he  wrote  a  letter,  with  his 
own  hand,  to  cardinal  de  Medici^  his  fubftitute  at  Florence^ 
to  repair  immediately  to  the  camp  of  the  league,  with  the 
authority  of  apoftolical  legate,  to  prevent  the  bad  confe- 
quences  of  the  difpute  between  Colonna  and  the  marquis  of 
Pefcara,  The  cardinal  did  not  arrive  at  the  army  till  it  was  Cardinal 
encamped  at  Cajal  Magglore\  nor  had  the  pope  yet  deter- de  Medici 
mined  to  yield  to  the  importunities  of  the  French  king,  but  arri^ves  im 
to  wait  for  events.  The  cardinal  was  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  camf^ 
the  ecclefiaftical  ftate ;  and  though  he  redded  at  Florence^ 
nothing  was  done  at  Rome  without  his  advice  and  approba-^ 
tion,  fo  that  even  his  prefence  was  thought  fufficient  to  over- 
awe all  differences.  The  army  of  the  league  moved  in  four  .  • 
divifions  through  the  Cremonefe  towards^ the  OgUo.  In  this 
march  a  quarrel  happened  between  the  ^Spanijh  and  Floren- 
tine  foot,  in  which  fome  were  killed  on  both  fides  ;  but  It 
was  fooTi  terminated  by  the  interpofition  of  the  cencral  of* 
ficers  :  and  Giovanni  de  Medici  routed  a  pirty  of  Venetian  and 
French  horfe,  who  had  paffed  the  Poy  near  Cremona.  While 
the  army  of  the  league  was  encamped  on  xhi  banks  of  the 
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OgUo^  a  refolution  was  taken  to  march  to  Bordillano.  Tti€ 
badnefs  of  tb^  roads  obliged  them  to  halt  half-wav,  at  a 
place  called  Rebecca^  where  they  received  undoubted  intet* 
ligence,  that  LautreCy  at  the  head  of  the  French  and  Vem£* 
tian  armies,  was  within  five  miles,  with  a  deflgn  to  fight 
J)miger  £^them  if  they  fliould  proceed.  This  intelligence  was  the 
the  army  more  alarming,  as  the  pope  and  the  cardinal  had  received 
^/  *h€  aflurances  from  the  Venetians^  that  they  would  be  ioadive* 
leagui^  There  was  no  comparifon  in  the  force  of  the  two  armies  ; 
that  of  Lautrec  confiding  of  a  flrong  body  of  excellent  caval- 
ry, feven  thoufand  French  and  Italian  foot,  and  ten  thoufand 
Swifs.  The  army  of  the  league,  on  the  other  hand,  was, 
from  various  caufes,  fo  much  reduced^  that  it  did  not  con- 
tain above  feven  thoufand  Germans  and  Spaniards^  and  about 
fix  thoufand  Florentines  and  other  Italiansy  many  of  whom 
were  new  levies.  After  confultati9p,  it  was  refolyed  to  in- 
trench themfelvcs  at  Rebecca^  and  wait  for  a  great  reinfoicc- 
ment  of  Swifs y  under  the  cardinal  of  Sion^  who  was  upon  his 
march,  and  promifed  to  join  the  troops  of  the  league  in  three 
or  four  days  at  fartheft.  This  fituation,  however,  was  veiy 
difagreeable«  Their  camp  was  expofed  to  the  artillery  ii 
Porto  Vicoy  a  Venetian  town  on  the  oppofite  banks  of  the 
river,  and  the  difficulties  of  getting  provifions  every  day  io- 
creafed.  But  the  cardinal  had  (lill  a  notion,  that  the  f^^mr- 
iians  were  not  in  earneft,  and  gave  himfelf  little  trouble  with 
regard  to  them.  The  other  inconveniency  was  more  diffi- 
cult to  be  remedied  \  becaul^  the  diforders  of  the  foldicrs,  the 
Milanefe  exiles  particularly,  had  been  fo  great,  that  the  pea- 
fants  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  bring  provifions  into  the 
camp.  Guicciardini*s  opinion  was,  that  the  army  (hould  re« 
move  to  the  borders  of  the  Mantuan^  where  they  were  fure 
of  provifions.  But  this  looked  fo  like  a  retreat,  and  a  repe-* 
tion  of  their  difgrace  at  Parma^  that  the  advice  was  rejeded. 
The  army  cominuecj  at  Rebecca^  but  under  fuch  diftrefs  for 
want  of  bread,  though  there  was  plenty  of  flefh  and  wine, 
that  many  of  the  FlorentineSj  and  other  Italian  foot,  de** 
fcrted. 
^^bich  After  th^  army  had  lain  for  three  days  in  th's  uncom« 

^captu  fortable  fituation,  Lautrec^  who  had  taken  poft  at  BordiUam^ 
fent  part  of  his  artillery  acrofs  the  Oglio  to  Porto  Vico^  from 
whence  It  played  upon  the  camp  of  the  league.  This,  hap- 
pening contrary  to  the  expedation  of  the  cardinal  and  the 
ireiieral  officers,  threw  the  army  into  fuch  difordcr,  chat  be- 
ore  break  of  day  they  broke  up,  without  found  of  drum  or 
trumpet ;  and,  as  Guicciardini  had  advifed  them,  they  march* 
ed  to  Gabbiomta^  a  town  within  five  miles  of  the  borders  of 
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the  ^l^niuattj  ivhere  they  took  up  a  very  ftroitg  camp.  It 
is  generally  acknowledged,  thzt  Lautrec  was  guilty,  on  this 
occafiof),  of  an  unpardonable  omiflion,  in  rejedling  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Swifs  officers,  -^vhich  was,  that  at  the  fanlc  time  ^ 
be  fent  his  artillery  to  Pcrto  Vtco^  he  (hould  have  marched 
againA  the  enemy  i  who  being  then  between  two  fires,  muft 
either  have  furrendered,  or  have  been  deftroycd.  The  ob- 
ftfnacy  oi  Lautrec^  who  was  naturally  felf-fufBcient,  in  re- 
jecting this  advice,  ruined  his  mafter's  affairs.  He  took  up 
the  camp  of  his  enemies  at  Rebecca^  but  proceeded  no 
farther.  The  generals  of  the  league,  however,  perceiving 
they  could  not  continue  at  Gabbiorutaj  becaufc  of  its  damp 
unwholefome  fituation,  and  being  apprchenfive  of  the  ftren^th 
of  the  Frencby  carried  their  troops  over  the  Oglioj  and  en-  • 
camped  at  Ojilano^  where  it  was  refolvcd  to  remain  till  they 
were  joined  by  the  Swifs,^  whofe  march  was  unaccountably 
retarded. 

While  the  two  armies  continued  in  this  inaSivity,  ^^ConduSlof 
bifhops  of  Pijioia  and  VitelU^  at  the  head  of  the  Swifs  and  tbe  Swiis^ 
Florentines  they  commanded,  forced  the  duke  of  Ferrara^ 
entrenchments,    which  were  very  ftrong,  at  Finale^   and 
routed  his  army.     This  obliged  the  duke  to  retire  to  Ferraroy 
and  remove  the  bridge  of  boats  he  had  laid  over  the  river,  to 

Erevent  his  being  purfued.  The  Swifs^  in  the  pope*s  pay, 
y  this  time,  had  entered  the  territory  o^  Beramo  ;  but  not- 
withftanding  the  moft  earned  inftances  of  the  cardinal  of 
Sion  to  the  contrary,  they  difcovered  an  invincible  reludlance 
to  fight  againft  the  French  king.  They  offered,  however,' 
to  march  againft  Parma  and  Piacenza  ;  becaufe,  as  they  faid, 
they  of  right  belonged  to  the  church.  Their  fcruples,  how- 
ever, were  atlaft  furmounted,  and  proceeding  on  their  march, 
they  defeated  feveral  parties  of  the  French  and  Fenetians^  and 
cncannped  near  the  army  of  the  league.  But  their  fcruples 
^again  returned,  and  four  thoufand  of  the  troops  rarfed  in  the 
canton  of  Zurich^  refufed  to  join  the  army  of  the  league. 
All  the  arts  and  promifes  of  the  cardinals  de  Medki  and  Ston^ 
and  the  archbifliop  of  Capua^  could  not  conquer  their  obfti- 
nacy,  and  they  feparated  from  their  countrymen.  Notwith- 
ftanding  xhis,  the  two  cardinals  refclved  to  proceed  with  the 
fix  thoufand  remaining,  and  they  put  themfelves  .in  the 
centre  of  the  army ;  which,  fays  Guicciardinl^  was  compofed 
of  blafphemous  robbers  and  murderers,  preceded  by  filver 
crofles,  and  other  pompous  badges  of  ecclefiaftical  authority  ; 
"  So  great,  fays  the  fame  author,  who  was  on  the  fpot,  in 
•*  our  times  is  the  abufc  of  the  reverence  due  to  religion  !" 
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Tki  two  cardinals  made  neccffity  their  cxcuTi  for  their 
inarching  through  the  Venetian  territories  for  three  days ; 
which  was  the  fame  excufe   that  fenate  had  urged  for  their 
general  Grhti  having  fufFered  the  French  xc\  fend  their  anil- 
Icry  to  forto  Vico.    Being  arrived  at  Orel  Keccbi\  orders  aVn* 
ved  from  the  Swi/s  cantons,  commanding  all  fbeir  fuhjefts 
to  feparate  from  both  ^mies.     The  politic  csfrdinals  found 
nubofept-  "*^*^*  ^^  J^^^P  backthofe  otdersfidm  their  Stvifsx  but  thofe 
ratefi^m  *"  ^^  FrerUh  pay  receiving  theirs,  they  ifittantly  feparated 
.  #^/ French  ^^'^  Lautrec,  who  had  not  been  in  a  conditibn  to  pay  theul 
for  fome  months  ;  becaufe  his  remittances  had  been  intercept- 
ed by  the  French  kingV  mother^  arid  hct  creatures,  and  con- 
verted to  their  own  uft.   > 

The  archy  of  the  league  having  left  Orii  Fetchi^  arrived 
at  Rivolta  ;  while  Lautrec^  after  tnc  departure  of  the  Stems' 
was  obliged  to  zGt  on  the  defefiiive,  and  ilfiade  difpofitions 
for  difputine  the  paflage  of  the  Adda  at  Cajfano^  which  /ied 
oppodte  to  Ktvolta,  Thus  the  fortune  of  war  all  of  a  fuddea 
changed  ;  and  the  towns  of  the  Gbiradadda  being  2^an- 
doned  by  the  French^  fupplied  the  army  of  the  league  with 
fhe  army  plefityoif  pfovifions.  The  differences  between  Colgnna  and 
ef  tb§  the  marquis  of  Pefcara  ftilt  continued;  and  the  formerv 
kague  without  communicating  his  defigns  to  the  latter,  fent  ovef 
faffis'the  fome  companies  oi  Florentine  foot,  in  twobark$,  to  furprife 
^dda,  the  town  ofVauriy  which  lies  on  the  Adda^  fdvch  miles  froiri 
Cajffano,  This  place  contained  a  rude  foniftdation,  which  it 
was  eafy  to  render  defenfible ;  and  Peppoliy  an  officer  in  th^ 
French  pay,  lay  there  with  a  few  foot.  ProJpero*%  defign  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  the  firft  embarkation  landed.  PtppoU  perceiving 
the  place  furprifed^  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  Lauirec  for  a 
reinforcement  of  cavalry  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  niade  all 
the  refiftance  he  could  againfl  the  Italiam  who  had  lanJed. 
According  to  Paulus  Joviut^  when  the  meflenger  arrived  at 
CajTano^  Lautrec  was  afleep ;  and  his  fervants  not  daring  to 
diiturb  him»  he  did  not  receive  the  meflagetill  it  was  too  late, 
and  then  he  ordered  his  brother  VEfcui^  to  fet  out  with  a 
detachment  of  horfe  to  fupport  Peppoli,  By  this  time  the 
cardinal  de  Medici  and  Cobnna^  who  had  artfully  quartered 
his  foot  in  the  village  oppofite  to  Vauri^  and  who,  according 
to  order,  moved  with  great  expedition  towards  the  river, 
had  left  Rivolta^  and  were  arrived  at  the  place  of  embaika- 
tion,  where  they  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  forward 
the  paflage ;  while  Giovanni  de  Medici^  on  a  Turkijh  horfe, 
to  the  amazement  and  terror  of  all  who  faw  him,  plunging 
into  the  river^  fwam  to  the  oppofite  fliore. 
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fey  this  time  VEfcut  was  arrived  at  Vauru  with  four 
hundred  men  at  arms,  and  a  body  df  foot,  and  vicoroufly 
ittacked  the  place  where  the  Italians^  who  had  pafTed  the 
river,  had  entrenched  themfelves ;  but  his  artillery  not 
coming  up  in  lime,  he  was  obliged  i6  retire  to  Cajfano  ;  and 
Lautrec^  defpairlng  now  to  defend  the  river,  retired  froin 
thence  with  his  v^ole  army  towards  Aftlan.  This  paflage  ^ 
of  the  AdJa^  in  the  face  of  fo  celebrated  a  general  as  Lautrec, 
retrieved  the  reputation  of  Colmna^  and  in  thofc  days  was 
look^  upon  as  a  mafter-piece  in  the  art  of  war.  He,  per- 
haps, (hewed  a  greater  proof  of  his  military  genius,  when,  in- 
ilead  of  marching  dire^ly  to  Milan^  he  encamped  at  Marig" 
nano,  which  lies  about  half-way  between  Afilan  and  Pavia% 
from  which  laft  place  Lautrec  had  drawn  the  garrifon,  to 
ftrengthen  his  own  army.  From  Marignano^  where  he 
waited  three  days  in  expedation  of  his  artillery,  his  Swifs 
advanced  to  Chiaravalle  ;  while  Lautrec  made  the  neccflary 
difpodtions  for  defending  the  caftle,  city,  and  fuburbs  of 
Milan.  By  this  iituation,  Colonna^  and  the  generals  of  th& 
league  had  it  in  their  power,  if  repulfed  at  Afilan^  where 
all  the  inhabitants  were  difpofed  to  receive  them,  to  fall  back 
to  Pavia^  where  part  of  their  light  troops  had  already  taken 
poft.  Every  thing  fucceeded  to  their  wifli.  The  Spanijb 
foot  led  the  van  of  their  army,  and  met  with  no  oppoiition 
fTomt\\t  Venetians  and  the  Swifs  in  their  pav,  who  were  ported 
in  the  fuburbs  of  Afilan^  which  the  Spaniflj  foot  immediately 
took  pofleffion  of.  The  marquis  of  refcara  then  led  his  in-  and  re* 
fantry  to  the  Roman  gate  of  Adilany  which,  without  refiR"  duces  MU 
ance,  was  opened  to  him  ;  and  the  cardinal  de  Afedia\  Co-  Ian  and 
lonnay  and  the  marquis  of  iWtf «/«/?,  entered  it,  wondering  zt  other 
the  eafinfefs  of  fo  important  a  conqueft.  places. 

Thus  the  city  of  Milan  was  loft  by  the  French^  through 
the  inexcufable  negligence  of  Lautrec^  who  was  deficient  in 
intellfgence,  and  trufted  that  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  in  that 
advanced  feafon,  would  have  prevented  the  approaches  of 
the  enemy.  Lautrec^  however,  was  ftill  more  inexcufable, 
in  not  aflembling  his  troops  on  the  plain  before  the  caftle  of 
Mllan^  which  llill  held  out  with  a  numerous  well  provided 
garrifon  ;  and  ip  not  falling  upon  the  troops  of  the  league, 
who  were  in  great  diforder,  after  taking  pcfleffion  of  the  city : 
but  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  in  which  all  this  happened, 
was  pleaded  as  his  excufe.  He  drew  ofF  his  troops  towards 
Comoy  where  he  left  a  garrifon ;  and  from  thence  he  march- 
ed into  the  territory  of  Bergamb. 

LODI^  Pavia^  and  Piacenza^   followed  the  example  of 

the  city  of  Milan^  by  admitting  the  troops  of  the  league  ;  and 
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Cremona  woald  have  done  the  fame,  had  not  Lautrec  thrown 
himfelf  into  it,  and  defeated  the  inhabitants,  who  had  de- 
clared for  the  league.  His  fuccefs,  which  was  unexpeded  by 
himfelf,  was  owing  to  the  bifliop  of  Pijio'ia'sr  difobeyine  the 
orders  of  cardinal  de  Medici^  in  not  fending  a  body  of  Stuifs 
to  fupport  the  infurreftion  of  the  Cremonefe  againft  the 
French.  Lautrec  had  dcfpaired  of  being  able  to  recover  Crr- 
monay  and  had  fent  orders  to  Pederigo  da  Bozzoliy  who  com- 
manded.in  Parmay  to  abandon  that  city,  which  he  did  ;  but 
upon  Lautrech  {\izctk  at  Cremonay  a  counter  or<fer  was  fent 
him,  which  came  too  late  ;  for  Vitelli  was  then  in  pofleOion 
of  Parma.  The  fiege  of  Como  was  next  undertaken  by  the 
marquis  of  Pefcara,  He  took  the  place  upon  capitulation, 
which  was  balely  violated  ;  and,  on  that  account,  the  French 
commandant  challenged  him  to  afingle  duel. 
Pope  Leo  In  the  mean  while,  pope  LeOy  .being  overwhelmed  by  the 
dies  in  /^^  conftant  feries  of  good  news,  which  overcame  his  fpirits, 
mi^Ji  of  ^2s,  in  the  midft  of  fuccefs  and  pleafurc,  feizcd  with  a  flow 
bts  iri'  fever,  on  the  i(t  of  December y  at  MagUanoy  one  of  his  vo- 
umpb,  luptuous  retirements  near  i?ow^,  to  which  city  he  was  re- 
moved. His  phyficians,  at  firft,  flighted  his  diforder  ;  bu 
in  a  very  few  days  it  carried  him  to  his  prave.  His  cup- 
bearer, Barnabo  Malefpwa^  was  fufpeded  of,having  poifoned 
him,  and  was  therefore  thrown  into  prifon  ;  from  which  he 
was  delivered  by  the  cardinal  de  Medici  upon  his  arrival  at 
Romey  and  no  farther  enquiry  was  made  into  the  matter. 
We  {hall  fay  nothing  farther  in  this  place  of  Leo* s  charaftcr, 
which  has  been  already  defcribed,  but  that  he  deceived  all 
who  knew  him.  While  a  cardinal,  the  public  had  a  high 
opinion  of  his  virtue,  and  a  fmall  one  of  his  abilities  ;  when 
a  pope,  it  was  perceived  that  he  had  great  abilities,  and  no 
virtue.  The  time  he  held  the  pontificate,  is  termed  the 
golden  days  of  literature  and  the  arts.  When  he  died,  he 
was  within  a  few  days  of  forty-eight  years  of  age. 

LEO's  death  created  a  total  alteration  in  the  affairs  of 
Italy*  It  weakened  the  power  of  Charles  in  Lombardyy  and 
ftrengthened  the  connexions  between  the  Venetians  and 
Franccy  which  the  former  were  ready  to  have  abandoned. 
The  affairs  of  Charles  on  this  fide  the  Alps  were  embarrafled^ 
fo  that  he  could  not  improve  the  advantages  tvhich  the  army 
of  the  league  had  gained  in  Italyy  where  the  French  were  ftill 
in  poffefSon  of  Cremonay  Genoa,  Alcffandrioy  the  caflle  of 
Mlla72y  with  the  fortreffe?  of  Novara,  Trezzoy  Pizzfgitioni^ 
Domuffclay  and  Arona^  and  all  -the  Lago  Maggiore.  The  fort 
of  Pontremonli  was  likewife  recovered  by  the  Gemefe  of  his 
faction  i  but  the  great  flrengtb  of  the  French  now  lay  in  the 
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difunion  of  their  cncmifes.     The  cardinals  of  SioH  and  Mi^ 
dici  abandoned   all  other  confiderations  to  attend  the  papal 
eJc<aion,^  which  the  former  cxpcded  to  fall  upon  himfelf. 
Charles  difmifled  all  the  Swifs  in  his  pay,  excepting  fifteen 
hundred  ;  and  he  likewife  diioanded  his  German  foot.    The 
Florentine  troops  marched  back  to  their  o^yn  country,  while 
thofe  of  the  church  were  partly  quartered  in  ^(9^/^^,  and 
partly  in  thb  Milamfe  \  of  which  Lautrec  complained  to  the 
college  of  cardinals :  but  they  were  fo  divided  amongft  them- 
felves,  that  they  referred  him  for  redrcfs  to  the  future  pope* 
Ih  the  mean  while  the  duke  of  Ftrrara  drew  his  troops  into  the 
field,  and,  with  little  or  no  lofs,  recovered  Bondino^  Finale^  the 
mountain  of  Modenay  the  Carfagndno^  Lugo^  Bdgnacavello,  and 
the  other  tovvns  in  the  RomagnOy  and  threatened  to  lay  fiege  to      ^ 
Cento.    Parma  was  at  this  time  in  a  dangerous  fituation.     Its  Guicciaf- 
breaches  had  not  been  repaired  fmcc  the  late  fiege ;  the  in-dini  de* 
habitants  were  unarmed  and  difpirited,  and  its  garrifon  mu-^^"^ 
tinous.     Encouraged  by  thefe  appearances,  Lautrec^  by  the  P^nw* 
advice  of  Pederigoda  Bozzoloy  forined  a  defign  to  furprife  it 
with  fix  hundred  lances,  and  two  thoufand  five  hundred  foot^ 
drawn  from  Cremona^  which  was  then  his  head-quarters** 
Cardinal  de  Medici  had  forefeen  that  fuch  an  attempt  would 
be  made  \  and  commiffioned  the  hifiorian  Gutcciardini  tode-« 
fijnd  Parma,   Guicciardini  had,  for  fomc  time,  been  governor 
of  Modena  and  Rizgio.     An  attempt  had'  been  made  to  pre* 
vail  with  the  Swifs  of  the  canton  of  Zurich^  who  remained 
IMII  at  Piaceii^aj  to  detach  one  thoufand  men  for  the  defence 
of  Parma ;  but  they  refufed  it,  for  fear  of  weakening  them- 
felves.     Guicciardini^  therefore>  was  obliged  to  fend  for  arms 
from  Reggio^  which  he  put  into  the  hands  of  the  citizens  % 
whom,  with  great  difficulty,  he  perfuaded  to  abandon  that 
part  of  the  town  called  Codiponte^  as  being  untenable ;  and 
Bozzolo  immediately  took  pofiefiion  of  it,  with  three  thou- 
fand foot,  and  feme  light  horfe,  being  followed  by  about  the 
fame  number  of  French  and  Venetian  foot.     It  happened  that 
the  waters  of  the  Po,  at  this  time,  had  overflowed  the  coun- 
try, fo  as  to  render  the  roads  impaflable  for  Lautre^^  heavy 
artillery  to  come  up.    This  was  a  great  difappointment  to 
Bozzoloy  who  cotTdu£ted  the  enterprife ;  which  chiefly  de- 
pended on  expedition  for  its  fuccefs.     His  emiflaries  within 
the  city  made  the  people  believe,  that  the  heavy  artillery  was 
at  hand  ;  and  it  required  all  GuicciardinPs  art  and  addrefs  to 
keep  thetn  from  furrendering.     To  increafe  his  difficulties, 
the  garrifon  mutinied  for  want  of  pay  ;  but  the  afFedion  of 
the  citv  towards  the  church  was  fo  great,  that  the  inhabitants, 
raifcd  the  money,  and  th«  mutiny  was  appeafed.  Guicdardin!^ 
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if  we  are  to  believe  his  own  report,  a<Sted,  on  this  66ca(iofl^ 
the  part  both  of  a  confummate  politician  and  an  able  gene- 
ral. To  remove  all  fufpicion  of  his  having  felfiih  yiews^ 
he  reprefented  to  the  citizens,  that  he  could  have  no  intereft 
in  expofing  hioifelf  to  danger,  but  their  fafety  and  the  good 
of  the  church;  and  that  he  was  not  certain,  whether  the 
fucceeding  pope  might  not  be  dn  enemy  both  to  him  and  his 
ootmtrymen  the  Flonniines.  Notwithftanding  all  his  arts, 
and  the  hopes  he  gave  them  of  immediate  relief,  the  citizens 
relapfing  into  their  fears,  came  to  a  refolution  of  capitulating, 
and  were  on  the  point  of  fending  out  meflengers  to  treat  of 
it,  when  they  faw  the  enemy  approach  the  walls  to  enter  the 
dty  by  ftorm.  Guicciardini^  with  great  prefence  of  mind,  told 
the  citizens  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  fight,  for  it 
was  now  too  late  to  capitulate ;  for  while  they  were  treating* 
*  the  French  would  ftorm  and  plunder  their  city,  and  carry 
andfaftm  them  all  into  captivity*  This  fpeech  had  the  defired  efied* 
7/y9-^K /i#  ^11  thoughts  of  a  capitulation  was  laid  afide;  The  garri- 
Fiench.  fo^  ran  to  the  walls,  and  the  citizens  obferving  with  what 
eafe  the  aflailants  were  repulfed,  beftirred  themfelves,  fo  that 
the  French  were  obliged  to  give  over  their  efiterprife  with 
oonfiderable  lofs,  and  not  without  fome  difgrace,  as  Gmcd- 
anHnii  who  had  oonduded  the  defence^  was  not  a  man  of 
the  fword,  but  of  the  law. 

Thb  duke  of  Vrhim  taking  advantage  of  the  vacancy  of 
the  pontificate,  accompanied  by  Malate^a  2nd  Ortitio  Bag^ 
Ikruy  had  drawn  together  a  confiderable  body  of  dilbanded 
foldiers,  who  re<}uired  no  other  pay  than  plunder,  entered 
his  dukedom ;  aH  which  he  recovered  without  fighting  a 
firoke,  excepting  thofe  places  which,  as  we  have  already 
mentioned,  had  been  given  op  by  the  late  pope  to  the  Fk^ 
rmfinesy  and  was  by  them  garrifooed*  Their  afiedions 
however  towards  the  Medici  family  were  much  cooled  by  the 
death  of  Leo.  Many  amongfl  them  could  not  bear  that  the 
cardinal,  tho'  illegitimate,  ftiould  prefume  to  exercife  the 
fame  authority  over  them  as  the  iate  pope  had  done ;  and  hie 
government  over  them  had  given  them  no  idea  of  his  virtue^ 
Aut  it  was  dangerous  to  oppofe  his  authority,  and  the  rather 
beeaufe  he  afFetSkd  to  be  the  fole  defender  of  the  church's 
patrimony  during  the  vacancy  of  the  holy  fee.  Perttgia  being 
threatened  by  the  duke  of  Urhino^ht  ftretched  aH  his  credit  with 
the  Fkremi^Sii  and  at  laft  prevailed  upon  them  to  undertake 
its  defence.  The  truth  is,  the  facred  college  was  fo  divided 
amongft  themfelves,  and  the  profuiion  of  the  late  pope  had 
io  exhaufted  the  revenues  of  the  holy  fee,  that  cardinal  eU 
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Medici  was  the  only  perfon  of  great  authority  in  Jtaly^  who 
feemcd,  at  this  time,  to  have  its  intereft  at  heart. 

The  duke  of  Urbino  and  his  confederates  having  encamped  Pcmgia 
at  a  ihort  diftance  from  Perugia^  made  excurfions  all  over  ^-^/^  ^j' ^^* 
that  neighbourhood.  The  garrifon  confliled  of  two  thou-  ^^^''Cfl- 
fand  foot,  and  one  hundred  light  borfe,  under  Guido  Valnay  ^"'••^ 
in  the  pay  of  the  PUnruinis^  five  hundred  foot  in  the  pay  of 
Gintilfy  who  was  lord  of  the  place  under  the  pope,  and  one 
hundred  ;ind  twenty  men  of  arm$,  and  one  hundred  light 
horfe,  commanded  by  Vitello.  On  the  fourth  day  of  the 
new  year  1522,  the  duke  of  Urbino^  whofe  army  was  now  1^22. 
cncreafed  to  five  thoufand  foot,  with  a  good  body  of  horfe, 
befides  fevefal  pieces  of  field  artillery  lent  him  by  the  duke 
of  Ferraray  got  poflefiion  ofJSan  Piero^  one  of  the  fuburbs  of 
Perugia.  He  then  attempted  to  take  the  place  by  ftorm  ; 
but  though  his  aflauhs  continued  in  different  quarters  almoft 
a  whole  day,  he  was  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  The 
Florentines  on  this  flattered  themfelvcs  that  they  ihould  eafily 
be  able  to  defend  the  place  againft  all  the  power  of  the  af- 
failants)  when  Viielloy  from  private  motives  of  his  own,  gave 
them  notice  that  he  was  determined  to  leave  it  with  all  his 
troops,  and  did  {Oy  notwithftandingall  the  remonftrances  of 
the  Fhrentine  general  to  detain  him.  As  Vitelloy  properly 
fpeaking,  was  general  of  the  ecclefiaftTcal  troops,  the  Floren- 
tine general  had  no  pretext  to  oppofe  the  return  of  the  two 
brothers  BaglJdni^  whofe  father  had  been  put  to  death  by 
tbc  late  pope.  Gentile  and  the  Florentines  followed  the  ex- 
an>ple  of  Vitelloy  and  while  they  withdrew  through  one  gate, 
the  Baglioni  went  out  at  the  other* 

The  cardinals  in  the  conclave  were  all  this  time  difputing  Adrian 
about  the  choice  of  a  new  pope.     At  firft  the  cardinal  decboftn 
Medici  had  great  reafon  to  hope  the  eleftion  would  go  in  YihP^P^- 
favour,  though  he  was  npt  then  fifty  years  of  age ;  but  the 
revolt  of  Perugioy  and  ihe  progrcfs  of  the  duke  of  Urbinoy 
damped  his  hopes,  and  hisgreat  friend  cardinal  P^/r«<y/,  who 
was  afraid  that  Sienna  would  fdlow  the  fate  of  Perugia^  per- 
fuaded  him  by  all  means  to  accelerate  the  eleftion.     This 
confideration,  joined  to  that  of  the  danger  of  Florence  \n  fuch 
an  event,  determined  the  cardinal  de  Medici  ;  and  he  agreed 
to  the  eledfon  of  Adrian^  cardinal  of  Tortofa^  who  was  a 
Fleming  by  birth,  and  was  then  lieutenant  governor  of  Spain        ^ 
under  Charles^  whofe  tutor  he  had  been.     The  new  pope  re- 
ceived the  news  of  hiselcftion  in  Spain^  and  taking  the  name 
of  Adrian  the  fixth,  he  repaired  direftly  to  Italy, 

The  apprehenfions  of  danger  to  the  Sienneje  was  not  xWWarinthe 
fQi4nded3  for  the  duke  ^Urhim  having  like  wife  reduced  Ti-  Sienncfc. 
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i//,  marched  direSIy  againft  Sienna,  The  Sienmfi  had  no  de- 
pendence but  upon  the  Florentines  iox  their  defence,  and  the 
cardinal  de  Medici  ordered  the  regency  he  had  left  in  Flo^ 
fence  to  fend  Vaina^  with  one  hundred  light  horfe  and  fome 
money,  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Siennsfe.  By  the  help  of  this 
money  they  were  enabled  to  take  into  their  pay  one  thoufand 
Swift  that  were  under  the  bifhop  of  Piftoia^  and  four  hundred 
German  foot.  Giovanni  de  Medici  was  like  wife  called  out  of 
Lombard^  with  the  troops  he  commanded.  A  great  party  a- 
mongd  the  Siennefe  oppofed  the  admiifion  of  the  Florentines 
into  that  city ;  and  cardinal  Petrucci  being  abfent,  a  deputa- 
tion was  fent  out  to  treat  with  the  duke  of  Urhim  concern- 
ing a  furrender.  While  this  treaty  was  hi  dependence,  the 
Florentine  troops  entered  Sienna^  and  the  Swifs  auxiliaries 
approached  it ;  fo  that  the  duke  being  in  no  condition  to  un- 
dertake a  regular  fiege,  gave  over  the  cnterprifc,  and  re- 
turned to  his  own  duchy.  Upon  his  retreat,  the  college  of 
cardinals  folicited  the  Florentines^  and  the  Swifs  who  had 
been  hired  by  Florentine  money,  to  attempt  the  recovery  of 
Perugioy  which  they  agreed  iq,  and  the  cardinal  of  Cartonetj 
who  was  legate  of  Ptrugiay  marched  with  them  in  perfoa. 
But  the  maxims  of  the  papal  court  were  now  changed  ;  and 
the  cardinals  who  had  the  management  at  Rome  exclaimed 
againft  the  cardinal  de  Medici  and  the  Florentines^  for  difturb- 
ing  the  peace  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate ;  becaufe  fome  dif- 
prders  had  been  committed  by  the  Florentine  troops  during 
^heir  marches  and  countermarches.  When  the  FlorenUnes 
arrived  before  Sienna^  they  found  it  ftrongly  garrifoned  by 
the  BagUoni ;  and  therefore,  under  pretence  of  complying 
with  the  will  of  the  cardinals,  they  turned  towards  Mmte^ 
feltro.  Here  they  had  no  farthei;  objeft  for  their  arms.  The 
regency  of  cardinals  at  Rome  had  agreed  that  the  duke  of  t/r* 
bino  fhould  keep  poileffion  of  his  dqchy  till  the  new  pope  ar- 
rived in  Italy^  provided  he  did  not  molcft  the  PloreatineSy 
which  he  was  in  no  condition  to  do  \  fo  that  there  was  a 
tacit  ceiTation  of  arms  on  both  iides. 
Iforza  During  thofe  tranfafHons  in  Tufcany^  Francefco  Sforza^ 

received  as  who,  in  right  of  blood,  was  the  true  duke  ofMilan^  was  re- 
d/Ue  cf  ceived  into  that  capital  where  Colorma  commanded  ;  arul 
^ilan.  Lauirec  formed  the  fiege  of  Payia^  which  Colonna  obliged 
him  to  ahandon.  The  Swifs  in  Lautre£%  army  demanded 
their  arrears ;  but  he  had  no  money  to  pay  them }  upon 
which  they  prepared  to  fet  out  for  their  own  country  :  but  to 
fliew  that  they  were  willing  to  do  their  duty,  they  defired  to 
be  led  to  the  enemy  next  day,  that  they  might  fet  out  on 
fheir  return  the  day  after.   Lauirec  took  them  at  tt^cir  word, 

z  aQ4 


Digitized 


by  Google 


The  Htfi&ry  of  I^lorence-  471 

and  led  thera  againft  the  army  of  the  Jeaguc  under  Colonna^ 
which  was  poded  at  Bicocca^  within  ftrong  ditches  and  en- 
trenchments. The  Swifs  made  a  moft  furious  attack ;  but 
were  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  three  ihoufand  men,  and  Co^ 
lonna  declined  molefting  them  in  their  retreat.  Next  day 
Lautrec  broke  up  his  camp,  and  marched  to  Cremona^  T^hile 
the  Swifs  in  his  army  returned  to  their  own  country.  Upon 
his  retreat,  the  army  of  the  league  facked  Lodi^  and  befiegcd 
Cremona^  the  city  of  which  was  given  up  by  VEfcut  the  go- 
vernor (his  brother  Lautrec  being  returned  to  Prance)  whq 
agreed  that  the  French  fhould  evacuate  all  the  Milanefe^  ex* 
cepting  the  caftles  of  Milany  Cremona^  and  Novara.  After 
thofe  great  acquifittons,  the  army  of  the  league  marched,  and 
took  and  plundered  Genoa  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Florentine 
artillery ;  fo  that  the  French  were  now  in  a  manner  expelled 
out  of  Italy, 

Cardinal  de  Medici  was  all  this  while  extremely  uneafy,  y;^^  cordis 
fufpcSing  that  the  new  pope,  who  was  not  yet  arrived  in  „a/  de 
Itafy^  would  ftrip  him  of  his  greatnefs  in  Florence.  He  had  Medici 
privately  excited  the  Bentivo£Uo  family  to  make  a  frefli  at-  retires  to 
tempt  upon  Bologna,  which  did  not  fucceed  j  and  endea-  Florence* 
voured  to  create  fuch  diftraftions  in  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate, 
as  might  make  it  neceflary  for  the  new  pope  to  employ  and 
truft  him.  The  French  king  Was  fenfible  how  much  he  had 
been  hurt  by  the  Flarentims  being  under  the  direfiion  of  the 
pope  during  the  late  war,  and  he  formed  a  fcheme  for  fetting 
up  the  cardinal  of  Folterra^  and  the  Soderini  family,  in  oppo- 
iition  to  that  of  Medici^  and  committed  the  execution  of  it 
to  Renxo^  whom  we  have  already  mentioned.  This  deHgn 
coming  to  the  ears  of  the  cardinal  de  Medici^  who  under- 
ftanding  that  Renzo  was  raiiing  men  with  the  money  he  \i2A 
received  from  the  cardinal  of  Volterroy  came  to  an  accom- 
modation with  the  duke  of  Urhino^  and  brought  the  Floren^' 
tines  to  agree  that  he  (hould  command  their  forces  from  Sep'' 
temher  following  for  one  year  certain,  and  for  another  even- 
tually. The  Florentines^  at  the  fame  time,  took  into  their 
pay  Oratio  Baglioni,  and  would  have  engaged  his  brother 
Malatefla  likewife,  both  of  them  being  then  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Venetians  \  .but  the  latter  declined  the  engagement,  bc- 
c^ufe  he  had  already  taken  money  from  Renzo.  Being  un- 
willing however  to  exafperate  the  Florentines,  he  feigned  an 
indifpofition,  to  excufe  himfelf  from  ferving  againft  them  in 
perfon,  and  promifed  to  the  cardinal  de  Medici  that  he  would 
enter  into  Florentine  pay  as  foon  as  he  could  do  it  with  ho- 
nour. But  R^enzo  by  this  time  was  at  the  head  of  five  hun- 
dfed  horfe  and  feven  tboufand  foot,  and  made  a  fudden  ir- 
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^^/x/^^ruptioninto  the  Siinnefe^  in  hopes  of  marching  to  the  gates  of 
Siennefs  Florence.  On  this  emergency  the  Florentines  appointed  Gui- 
continues,  do  Rangone  to  the  command  of  their  army>  which  they  or* 
dered  to  march  dire6tly  to  the  Siennefe  againft  Renzc.  Ran^ 
gones  inftru£Uons  iverc  to  harrafs  and  amufe  the  enemy  as 
much  as  podible>  and  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fituation  of  the 
country  and  Renzo*%  want  of  artillery  \  and  above  aJl  things 
to  cover  the  fortified  towns  belonging  to  the  republic.  Ren^ 
veto's  firft  attempt  was  upon  Chiuji^  where  he  mifcarried  for 
ivant  of  artillery  ^  as  he  did  in  an  attack  upon  the  caftle  of 
Torrita^  which  was  provided  by  Rangone  with  a  good  garri- 
£>n.  He  then  directed  his  march  to  Sienna  where  PitigUm 
was  the  Florentine  governor  ;  but  Rangone^  who  had  excel* 
lent  intelligence,  leaving  his  main  army  to  follow  him, 
threw  himfelf  into  the  town  with  two  hundred  light  horfei 
fo  that  Renzo  durft  not  venture  to  afli|u]t  it.  He  had  loft  a 
great  d^al  of  his  reputation  with  the  moft  fanguine  of  h\$ 
own  party  >  and  being  now  in  want  of  both  money  and  pror 
yifions,  he  drew  oft'trom  Sienna  to  Jquapendentey  a  town'm 
the  pope's  dominions,  wher^  he  thought  himfelf  fecure from 
the  purfuit  of  the  Florentines,.  H\s  fupplies  of  money  from 
the  cardinal  of  Folterra^  and  that  par^,  now  failing  him, 
he  plundered  the  fea-co^ft  of  the  Siennefe  territory,  and  a(* 
faulted  Orbitello  ;  but  having  left  the  few  artillery  he  had  be* 
liind  him,  in  his  retreat  from  Sienna,  he  was  repulfed.  The 
Florentine  army  was  now  advanced  to  the  bridge  of  Con/itf, 
which  divides  the  Siennefe  from  the  ecc]efia((ical  territoryi 
and  fent  a  meflage  to  the  college  of  cardinals,  informing 
them>  that  unloTs  Ren%o  was  obliged  to  lay  down  bis  arms, 
they  would  enter  the  dominions  of  the  church.  The  col- 
lege \ipon  this  interpofed,  to  the  great  fatisfn6tion  of  both 
parties,  who  gave  fecurity  that  neither  fhould  moleft  the 
other»  and  agreed  to  refer  all  differences  between  them  to, 
the  pope  upon  his  arrival  in  Italy. 
Mtlateftt  Th£  cardinal  de  Medici  continued  all  this  time  to  laboue 
y^f^f  W- for  the  tranquillity  of  the  ccclefiaflical  dominions;  butPflw- 
mini.  j^lji  Malate/lay  the  reprefcntative  of  the  ancient  lords  of  iJi- 
mtni,  feized  that  city.  The  cardinal  was  deputed  by  the  col- 
lege to  go  to  Bologna  as  legate,  and  if  he  could  not  recover 
Rimini  in  the  way  of  negotiation,  he  was  promifed  that  the 
marquis  of  Mantua^  as  general  of' the  pope's  dominions, 
ihould  fupport  them  with  an  army.  This  commiiEon  how- 
ever was  impofed  upon  the  cardinal  by  his  enemies,  for  no 
part  of  thofe  promiies  was  fulfilled ;  and  the  aEiirs  of  the 
ecclefiaflical  ftate,  notwithllanding  all  his  zeal,  remained  in 
as  great  diforder  as  ever. 
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A  new  convention  was  then  propofed  to  be  entered  into  by  Progrefi 
the  parties  in  the  holy  league  for  maintaining  the  tranquillity  of  the  im* 
o(  Jtaly^  which  wa$  again  threatened  by  the  frenJ?  king, /'"^'/^ 
now  at  peace,  and  powerful  within  bis  own  dominions.  Thp  fff^^Y^ 
imperial  army  in  the  Milanefi  had  no  money,  and  il3 
generals  were  unable  to  procure  any  fubfiftence  for  it  in  « 
that  e^^haufted  country ;  and  therefore,  without  any  cere- 
m6ny,  they  quartered  them  in  the  ecclefiaftical  (late ;  but 
money  being  ilill  wanting,  don  Carlos  de  Lancjoy  the  vice- 
roy of  Naples^  fettled  the  quotas  of  a  contribution  that  was 
to  be  advanced  by  the  dates  of  TufcanySos  their  maintenance; 
of  which  the  Florentines  were  to  pay  fifteen  thoufand  ducats, 
the  Gemefe  eight  thoufand,  Signna  five  thoufand,  and  Lucca 
four  thoufand.  Though  thofe  exaAions  were  little  better 
than  robberies ;  yet  fuch  was  their  dread  of  the  imperial 
power,  now  greatly  encreafed  by  the  acceffion  of  the  new 
pope  who  arrived  in  Rorm  the  twenty-ninth  of  Auguji^  that 
none  durft  refufe  to  pay  it.  The  imperial  intcreft  was  now 
every  where  prevalent  in  Italy,  Henry  VIII.  king  of  Eng-- 
land  was  in  his  tntereft ;  and  not  only  leht  him  moiiey,  but 
threatened  to  declare  war  againft  Francis  if  he  did  not  agre^ 
to  a  truce  with  Charles  for  three  years,  in  which  the  domi- 
nions of  the  church,  SforT^a  duke  of  Milany  and  the  PUren^ 
finesy  (hould  be  comprehended.  Francis  looking  upon  this 
propbfal  as  a  renunciation  of  his  right  to  the  duchy  of  Milan ^ 
reje<£led  it,  and  made  preparations  for  a  fre/h  defcent  into 
Jtaly. 

The  fyftem  adopted  by  the  new  pope  was  to  unite  all  the  Syflm  tf 
ilates  of  Italy y  efpecially  the  FUrentints^  in  one  common  ^>^^ /«//. 
caufe  againft  the  French  \  and  the  emperor  bad  the  fame 
views..  The  Florentines  complained  that  Charles  had  not, 
according  to  his  promife  to  pope  Leoy  given  in  writing  foon 
after  his  eledion,  confirmed  to  them  their  privileges  and 
pofTeflions.  But  Giovanni  Manuel^  ambafTador  from  Charles 
at  Rome^  to  make  them  eafy  on  that  head,  promifed  that  his 
mafter  (hould  pundually  fulfill  his  engagements;  which  he 
accocllingly  did  the  month  following. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1523,  Malatejla^  through  the    ^  iJ^S* 
interpofifion  of  the  duke  of  l/rWw,   reftored   .Riw/w  to  the  R^roini 
holy  fee;  and  hisholinefs,  in  confideration  of  his  former  fer-  ^fco<uered 
vices  to  pope  Julius^  not  only  abfolved  him  from  all  eccle-  h^he 
ftaftical  ccnfures,  but  confirmed  him  in  his  pofleifion  of  the ^^-^^* 
duchy  of  Urbinoy   but  with  a  faving  claufe  to  the  claim 
which  the  Florentines  had  upon  Moniefeltro  \  for  which  they 
faid  they  bad  lent  pope  Leo  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
ducat9,  bffides  fixty  thoufand  they  bad  expended  fince  bis 
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death,  in  defence  of  the  church's  patrimony.    To  leave  no 
power  in  Italy  difafFeded)  his  holinefs  in  like  manner  rcin- 
vefted  the  duke  of  Ferrara^  not  only  in  all  the  eftates    he 
held  before  his  variance  with  Leo^  but  in  the'caftles  of  Sam. 
Felice  and  Finale,  and  even  gave  him  hopes  of  refloring  to 
him  Modena  and  Reggio.     The  duke,  on  his  part,  promifed 
an  entire  fubmiffion  to  the  holy  fee,  and  to  affift  in  its  pre- 
fervation  with  a  certain  number  of  troops.    About  this  time 
Milan       the  caftle  of  Milan  furrendered  to  the  imperialifts  ;    and 
furrenierf  Charles^  who  valued  him felf  greatly  upon  his  good  faith,  gave 
totheim-    the  inveftiture  of  \x,toSfor%a,     It  was  no  furprize  to  the 
firialijls.  world,  that  pope  Adrian^  notwithftanding  his  profeffions  of 
peace  and  difintereftednefs,  affiled  a  pupil  who  had  placed 
him  on  the  pontifical  throne.     He  laboured  with  indefate- 
gable  pains  to   detach  the  Venetians  from  the  interefts   of 
France^  and  to  bring  them  to  aft  ofFenfively  in  favour  of 
Charles.     For  this   purpofe  Cafraccioloy  the  apoftolical  pro* 
thonotary,  was  fent  with  full  powers  from  Charles  to  nego- 
tiate at  Venice.     In  this  he  found  great  difficulty,  as  Francis 
gave  the  Venetians  the  ftrongeit  aflurances  that  he  was  making 
preparations  again  to  march  with  a   powerful  army  into 
Italy y  while  the  imperial  party  pretended  that  he  had  no  Aich 
intention. 
Cardinal       The  fate  o^  Italy ,  at  this  time,  depended,  in  a  great  mea- 
Medici      furc,  on  the  part  that  the  Florentines  were  to  zGt.  The  poll* 
Trovers     tic  cardinal  de  MedicCs  capital  enemy,  Sederini  cardinal  of 
his  credit  Volterra^  was  the  greateil  favourite  the  pope  had,  and  dt 
^  Rome^  Medici  knew  himfelf  obnoxious  to  all  parties,  on  account  of 
the  double  dealing  meafures  of  Leo's  pontificate.     He  there- 
fore feemed  to  abandon,  now  that  the  papal  chair  was  filled, 
all  thoughts  of  public  bufinefs,  and  retired  to  Florerue^  whete 
his  power  and  influence  were  unlimited.     His  gentle  man* 
^  ners,   his  forgiving  difpofition,   his  liberality,   and  above  all, 

the  many  good  offices  which  his  fituation  had  enabled  him  to 
do  for  the  Florentines,  had  won  their  afFedions ;  and  in  the 
dearth  of  money,  with  which  both  the  French  and  imperialifls 
in  Italy  were  aifiiSed,  the  friendlhip  of  Florence  was  of  the 
utmoft  confequence ;  becaufe  they  were  then  incomparably 
the  richeft  people  in  Italy  in  ready  mpney,  though*  perhaps 
not  the  moft  powerful.  The  propofed  treaty  between  Charla 
and  the  Venetians  produced  great  debates  in  the  Venetian  (c- 
nate  ;  but  as  it  was  now  known  that  the  cardinal  de  MtdUi 
and  the  Florentines  were  devoted  to  the  pope,  the  imperial 
party  prevailed  ;  and  the  Venetians  obliged  themfclves,  by 
treaty,  to  fend  fix  hundred  men  at  arms,  fix  hundred  light 
H9rfe,  and  fix  thoufand  fopt,  to  the  defence  of  Milan  if  a(« 
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-tacked,  and  as  many  to  that  of  Naples ;  Charles  on  his  part 
engaging  to  guaranty,  with  a  like  force,  all  the  Vemtian 
poflcffions  in  Italy.  Upon  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty,  the 
Venetians  made  the  dujce  of  Urhino  their  general. 

As  the  reputation  of  cardinal  de  Medici  and  the  Florentines  to  <afbich 
had  contributed  greatly  to  this  new  treaty,  the  cardinal  ven^  Se refaitfj 
tured  to  repair  to  Romey  where  be  was  received  with  the 
greateft  marks  of  refpeft.  He  foon  got  the  better  of  the  car- 
dinal oiVolterray  who  was  a  hot  man,  and  an  enthufiaft  for  the 
French  intercfts ;  for  he  difcovered  to  the  pope  a  correfpon- 
dence  held  between  Volterra  and  the  French  court ;  in  which 
the  former  preiled  Fremcis  to  invade  Sicilyy  as  the  fureft  means 
of  fucceeding  in  the  Milanefe.  The  pope,  amazed  at  this 
difcovery,  at  the  earned  requeft  of  the  duke  of  Sejpi  and  the 
cardinal  de  Medici^  fent  Volterra  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  St. 
Angeloy  and  ordered  him  to  be  profecuted  for  high  treafon, 
as  Sicily  was  a  fief  of  the  church.  This  difcovery  ri  vetted  the 
cardinal  de  Medici  in  the  pope's  afFe(9ipns  j  and  he  now  rer 
folved  openly  to  declare  himfelf  againft  Francis,  On  the 
third  oi  Augufiy  a. league  was  figned  between  the  pope,  the 
emperor,  the  king  of  England^  the  archduke  of  Jujlria^  the 
duke  of  Milany  S\t  cardinal  de^  Medici  and  the  Florentine 
ftate  in  conjundion,  and  the  Genoefe,  By  this  lepgue,  it  was 
Aipulated,  that  an  army  ihould  be  raifed  for  the  defence  of 
any  of  the  confederates  who  (hould  be  attacked  in  Italy  ^ 
that  this  army  (hould  be  compofed  of  two  hundred  men  at 
airhis  furniibed  by  the  pope,  eight  hundred  by  Charles^  two 
hundred  by  the  Florentines^  and  two  hundred,  with  as  many 
light  horfc,  by  the  duke  of  Milan.  The  pope,  Charles y  and 
the  duke,  were  to  provide  artillery  and  ammunition  at  their 
own  expences.  The  pope,  the  Florentirteu  and  the  duke, 
were  each  to  pay  twenty  thoufand  ducats  a  month  towards 
the  war,  the  emperor  thirty  thoufand,  and  the  dates  of  Cr/- 
noay  Sienna y  and  Ltucay  ten  thouf;^nd  amongft  them,  the 
two  latter  being  admitted  into  the  league.  The  marquis  of 
Mantua  was  not  diredly  made  a  party  in  this  treaty,  becaufc 
he  received  pay  from  the  pope  and  the  Florentines  as  their 
general. 

Defeats,   difgraces,   difappointments,  and  the  lately  ^^^ 
concluded  treaties,  feemed  only  to  render  the  French  king  French 
the   more  bent   upon  invading   Itafyy    and  to  quicken  his  ^'^i*  Z^- 
preparations.     Though  a  brave,  open,  good  natured  prince,  ^'''^^^ 
he  had,  at  the  infli:;ation  of  his  mother,  been  guilty  of  the  1"^,^ 
moft  flagrant  injuftice  to  the  duke  of  Bourhony  his  near  re-   ^  ^* 
latjon,  and  the  greateft,  as  well  as  the  moft  deferving  of  his 
fiibjeSs  i  for  he  ha4  cocouraged  a  law-procefs  %o  ycft  her 
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with  his  eftate ;  and  he,  in  ocher  refpeds,  had  treated  the 
duke  with  great  neglect  and  conteoipt.  The  fpirit  of  the 
duke,  who  was  then  great  conftable  of  France^  and  the  moft 
popular  man  in  that  kingdom,  could  not  bear  all  this ;  and 
he  fecretly  linked  himfelf  with  the  emperor,  and  the  king  of 
England^  upon  terms  foreign  to  this  hiftory.  Francis  did 
not  difcover  this  confpiracy,  which  went  even  fo  far  at  to  ftrip 
him  of  his  crown,  and  to  make  the  duke  king  of  Proti^n^/,  till 
he  had  begun  his  march  for  Italy ;  and  then  it  was  too  late,  for 
the  duke  efcaped  in  difguife  to  Franche  Compte.  The  diCcovc- 
ry  altered  the  refolution  of  Francis  of  going  to  Italy  in  per- 
fon,  and  he  committed  the  care  of  the  expedition  to  the  ad- 
miral Bonivette^  a  man  unequal  to  fuch  a  charge.  BmrvtUi 
carried  with  him  eighteen  hundred  lances,  fix  tboufand 
Swifs^  two  thoufand  GafctfHSy  two  thoufand  Valeffu  Ax  thou- 
fand  Germansj  twelve  thoufand  Fnnchy  and  three  thousand 
Italians,  He  furprized  Novera  and  VigevanOy  and  took  the 
Milanefe  unprovided,  the  allies  not  imagining,  that,  after  the 
two  treaties  that  had  been  concluded,  and  the  difcovery  of 
the  duke  of  Bourbon^ s  rebellion,  Francis  would  have  pro- 
ceeded in  his  expedition ;  add  to  this,  chat  Cohnna^  their  com- 
mander in  chief  in  the  Milanefe^  laboured  under  an  indifpofi* 
tton.  He  had  flattered  himielf  with  being  able  to  prevent 
the  French  from  paiGng  the  Tiffins^  but  they  pofled  it  at  FT- 
gevanOi  and  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  towards  Milan ^  after 
fending  Antonio  de  Leva^  with  one  hundred  men  at  arms,  aiid 
three  thoufand  foot  to  defend  Pavia^  The  fortifications  of 
Milan  were  fo  out  of  repair,  that  they  could  not  be  defended, 
had  the  French  immediately  marched  to  that  capital ;  butaf* 
ter  trifling  away  fome  days,  which  gave  the  allies  time  to  re- 
pair the  works,  they  marched  to  San  Cbrijioforo^  within  a 
mile  of  Milan^  and  then  to  Chiaravalle^  propofing  to  lay  a 
regular  fiege  to  Milan^  which  was  garrifoned  by  eight  hun- 
dred men  at  arms,  eight  hundred  light  horfe,  four  thoufand 
Spanijh  foot,  fix  thoufand  five  hundred  Germans^  and  three 
thoufand  Italians. 

DuRiKG  this  ftate  of  the  war,  the  confederates  received 

a  (hock  by  the  death  of  pope  Adrianj  its  author  and  fupport. 

While  the    hbly  fee    was  vacant,    very    little   difcipline 

was  obferved  amongft  the  confederates;  and  at  this  time 

Guicciardini  (if  we  are  to  believe  his  own  hiftory)  did  great 

Death  of  fervice  to  the  confederates.     The  duke  of  Ferrara^  who  h«i 

fope^  been  deceived  by  Adrian^  attempted  to  recover  Modnta  and 

Adrian.     Reggio^  of  which  Guicciardini  continued  governor.  For  this 

purpofe,  he  joined  Renxoy  who  had  with  him  two  thouCuid 

foot,  and  two  hundred  horf^  j;  and  advanced  againft  M^dem^ 
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Whi^h  wa9  but  poorly  provided  tor  a  defence.  All  Guicciar^ 
dinPs  eloquence  could  fcarcely  perfuade  the  citixens  of  MotU-  ^ 
Mr,  though  they  hated  the  family  of  E/iey  of  which  the  duke 
of  Ferrm-a  was  the  head,  that  they  ought  to  defend  them- 
fclvea  at  their  own  expences ;  but  at  laft  he  fuccceded  ^o 
wcU,  that  they  ratfed  fome  money,  which  paid  the  Spamjh 
garriibn;  and  the  duke  defpairing  of  fucceeding  againft 
A^dena^  inarched  ag;ainft  Res^gio  \  which,  with  its  caftle,  was  • 

furreddered  to  him  ;  9S  vras  RubUrdf  though  a  4>Iace  of  great 
ftrength,  and  well  provided  for  a  defence. 

About  one  tboufand  of  the  FUnntine  troops,  under  thtThe 
marquis  of  Mantua^  was  at  this  time  quartered  at  Lodt\  butFrench 
Bomvetii  fedding  the  famous  chevalier  Bayard^  and  B&zxolodef toted  in 
againft  him,  with  eight  thoufand  foot^  and  eight  hundred  l^ombar- 
men  at  arms,  the  marquis,  fearing  he  might  be  obliged  to^X* 
furrenderprifonerof  war,  retired  to  P(?»/^  ^V^  j  upon  which 
the  French  entered  Lodi*  Thfc  other  operations  of  the  war 
at  this  time  confided  of  Ikirmiihes,  furprifals,  marches,  and 
counter-marches,  of  no  confequence  to  hiftory^  The  vice* 
roy  of  Naples  had  been,  by  the  intereft  of  the  cardinal  Di 
Medici^  named  to  the  chief  command  of  the  confederate 
troops  in  LombarAf.  Colorma^  not  brooking  this  preference, 
refolved  to  exert  himfelf,  and  if  poffible  to  make  the  period 
of  his  life  and  his  command  the  fame,  in  which  he  fucceed-^ 
cd.  He  earneftly  endeavoured  to  procure  the  intereft  of  a 
Florentine  regiment  of  men  at  arms  under  Vitelli^  which  had 
done  great  fervices  againft  the  French  at  Genoa  j  but  the  doge 
declared  he  could  not  part  with  them,  without  endangering 
the  imperial  intereft  there.  The  French  were  all  this  while 
luftng  vaft  numbers  of  men  b^foj^e  Aftlan ;  and,  through  the 
over  caution  of  their  general,  they  were  become  evendefpi- 
cable  to  their  enemies.  The  vacancy  of  the  popedom  ftill 
continuing,  Colunna^  Who,  like  the  other  Roman  barons,  hated 
the  power  of  the  popes,  tempted  the  duke  of  Ferrara  to  join 
him,  by  offering  to  order  the  Spanijh  foot  to  quit  Modena^ 
and  to  put  it  into  the  duke*s  hands;  Colonna  confented,  but 
Guicciardini  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  negotiation, 
perfuaded  the  garrifon  not  to  obey  Colonna's  orders,  by  which 
the  place  was  faved  to  the  holy  fee. 

The  French  arq^y  all  this  time  made  no  progrefs,  againft ^^^^^^. 
Milan ;  and  though  ftrongly  encamped,  the  feifon  was  fo^^  ^ 
fcvere,  that  they  propofed  a  truce.     Pagolo  Fittoriy  the  Flo-truce. 
renting  commiflary,  was  employed  in  the  negotiation,  and 
would  gladly  have  agreed  to  the  propofal ;  but  the  German 
officers,  who  knfew  the  ftraits  to  which  the  French  were  re- 
duced, rejected  it;  upon  which  the  admiral  broke  up  his 
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tamp,  and  retired  towards  the  7eJ[mo.  Both  the  garrHbit 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Alilan  called  out  to  Colmna  for  a  pur- 
fuit^  but  he  boafting^  that  he  had  reduced  the  art  of  war  to 
a  regular  intelle£hjal  fyftem,  which  admitted  leaving  nothing 
to  rortune,  repreifed  their  ardour,  and  would  not  fnffcr  a 
man  to  leave  the  city ;  by  which  it  is  probable  he  loft  the 
opponunity  of  ruining  the  French  army.  Notwithftanding 
this  omifli6n«  it  is  certain  be  did  Wonders  in  his  c^nmnand^ 
by  obliging  fo  great  ah  army  to  retire  with  {o  much  ignomi- 
ny,  and  by  the  provident  difpofitions  he  made  all  over  the 
Milanefei  where  he  fecured  everjr  place  and  pafs  of  impor- 
tance,  and,  without  Hiking  any  thing,  left  his  enemies  co 
perifhy  which  they  did  in  vaft  numbers,  by  the  difeafes  con- 
tracted through  the  unwholefomenei^  of  their  encampments, 
and  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon. 
Cardinal  TrtE  election  of  a  new  pope  had  now  taken  up  fifty  days. 
Medici  Cardinal  De  Medici  had  fecured  to  hiihfelf  a  confideraWe 
€bofen  iftajority  of  the  thirty  nine  cardinals,  who  were  (but  up  in 
t^P^"  the  conclave ;  but  the  pppofitioh  he  met  with  from  all  the 
French^  and  even  fome  of  the  imperial  party,  prevented  his 
being  able  to  bring  over  two^-thirds  of  the  number,  which 
alone  can  make  the  ele6lion  valid.  It  was  evident  to  the 
cardinals  that  none  could  be  chofen  if  he  oppofed  him  ;  fo 
that  it  was  in  his  power  to  protra£t  the  ele6):ion  as  long  as  he 
pleafed ;  and-it  was  plain,  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  determined 
to  carry  it  in  his  own  perfon.  The  cardinals  in  the  oppoii- 
tion  could  not  agree  in  the  nomination  of  a  competitor 
againfl  him ;  and  at  laft,  partly  by  his  infmuating,  placable 
addrefs,  and  partly  by  offering,  if  choreh,  to  divide  all  bb 
ccclefiaftical  preferments,  which  were  very  rich  and  nume- 
rous, amongft  the  members  of  the  coll^ge^  he  was  unani- 
nt^oufly  chofen  pope. 
tiis  cha^  He  took  the  name  of  Client  VII.  and  no  pope  ever 
fader.  mounted  the  pontifical  throne  with  greater  advantages  than  he 
did,  not  only  on  account  of  the  vaft  perfonal  reputation  he 
bad  acquired,  but  becaufe  he  was  confidered  ns  being,  in  a 
manner,  the  fovereign  of  the  Florentine  ftate.  The  charader 
of  abftemioufnefs,  perfeverance,  and  application  to  bufinefs, 
he  had  acq^uired,  daunted  all  the  adverfaries  of  the  holy  fee  % 
refettled  the  affairs  of  the  Romagna^  and  obliged  even  the 
duke  of  Ferrara  to  give  over  his  defign  upon  Modena^  and 
to  retire  in  quiet  to  his  capital.  The  war  in  Lombardj^ 
however,  fiilj  raged  ;  but  Colonna^  by  his  foreiight,  baffled 
the  French  in  alltheir  attempts*  That  great  man  now  drew 
near  the  end  of  his  life.  Perceiving  that  his  difeafe,  which  had 
hung  about  him  for  eight  months,  endangered  his  faculties^  h« 
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was  for  fome  weeks  before  his  death  as  deruous  of  the  arrival 
of  his  fucceflbr,  the  viceroy,  as  he  had  been  averfe  to  it  be- 
fore. He  was  on  his  death-bed  wheh  the  viceroy  arrived  ; 
but  the  latter  was  fo  ftruck  with  admiration  at  Projpero^s  con- 
duct, that  he  refufed  to  enter  Milan^  or  to  fuperfede  him  in 
his  command.  At  taft,  hearing  that  Cohnna  was  in  his  aft 
moments,  unwilling  that  fo  great  a  man  (hould  die  before  he 
had  the  fatisfadiion  of  feeing  him,  he  paid  him  a  vifit,  and 
received  his  parting  breath.  What  is  remarkable  of  this 
great  man  is,  that  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  confequences  of 
gratifying  a  violent  pafEon  he  had  for  madam  Chiara^  one  of 
the  fined  women  of  that  age. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1524,  the  confederates  held    1524: 
a  general  meeting  at  MiUmj  to  concert  the  operations  of  the  General 
fubfequent    campaign,    and    the   means  of   defraying   xt^fneeting  of 
charges.     They  were  provided  of  every  thing  to  renaer  it  '^  confer 
fuccefsful,  but  money.     Their  troops  had  been  long  without ^^''^^'* 
pay ;  and  it  was  neceiTary  to  r^ife  the  funds  for  the  new  le- 
vies that  were  making  in  Germany.    Notwithflanding  all  the 
French  had  fuffered,  their  king  was  fo  fanguine  upon  the 
Italian  expedition,    that   he  had   furnifbed   bonlvette  with 
troops,  that  rendered  him  an  over-match  for  the  confede- 
rates.    The  pope,  dreading  the  confequences  of  a  French 
vI<5lory,  privately  lent  Charles  thirty  thoufand  ducats,  and 
obliged  the  Florentines  to  lend  him  thirty  thoufand  more,  in 
full  of  all  demands,  on  account  of  the  confederacy  they  had 
entered  into  in  Adrian^  time. 

Notwithstanding  this  mark  of  affeSion  to  Charles^ 
it  is  certain  that  the  moment  Clement  mounted  the  pontifical 
throne,  he  changed  the  whole  fyftem  of  condu£t  he  had 
profeffed  before.  He  faw  that  if  Charles^  who  never  had  yet  The  pope 
given  the  inveftiturc  of  Milan  to  Sforza^  was  victorious  in  changes  his 
Lombardyy  he  would  give  law  to  Italy,  and  therefore  hisj[¥/lem. 
fcheme  was  to  ballance  parties,  fo  as  to  counterpoize  one 
another.  He  therefore  all  of  a  fudden  began  to  recommend 
peace  and  moderation  to  both  ;  and  aifeded  the  utmoft  im- 
partiality. Charles  was  difgufted  at  fo  ftrange  an  alteration 
of  behaviour.  He  ordered  his  minifters  at  Rome  to  remind 
the  pope  of  all  the  obligations  he  had  conferred  on  him,  and 
particularly  in  the  affair  of  his  eleftion  j  but  above  all,  that 
it  was  by  his  counfel,  which  diredcd  Leo  in  every  thing,  that 
he  had  entered  into  war  with  the  French.  Clement  did  not 
deny  the  charge;  but  frankly  owned,  that  a  pope,  the  com- 
mon father  of  Chri/lend^m,  was  not  to  be  directed  by  the 
conduft  of  a  cardinal ;  and  that  pope  Clement  was  a  diiie- 
rcnt  perfon  from  Julio  dd  Media. 
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Supifiori'  ^The  Confederates  all  this  time  afted  with  t  manifeft  fii- 
ty  of  the  pcriority  in  the  Milanefe^  where  Giovanni  de  Me£ci  acquired 
confedt'  great  reputation  by  his  valour  and  condodt.  The  marquis 
raits  in  of  Pefcara^  who,  with  all  the  prudence  and  forefight  of  C^ 
Lombar-  hnna^  was  enterprizing  and  refolute,  was  now  the  ading  gc- 
^y*  ncral  of.  the  confederates.     The  difpofition  of  the  two  ar- 

mies was  fuch,  that  the  French  hoped  the  confederates  would 
difperfe  for  want  of  money ;  and  the  confederates,  that  the 
French  mutt  decamp  for  want  of  provifions.     The  caftle  of 
Cremona^  after  enduring  a  fevere  fiege,  now  furrendered  to 
the  imperialifts,  who  then  pafled  the  Tejfmo^  in  hopes  of  in- 
tercepting the  French  convoy?.     This  obh'ged  Bonivettt  to 
decamp,  and  move  with  his  army,  many  of  whom  had  de- 
ferted  to  Nuvar a y  to  favour  his  junfti on  with  8  or  lo^coo 
Swi/s,  who  wcr<  on  their  march  to  affift  him.     While  he 
was^  upon  this  march,  he  encountered  great  inconvcniencfes  ; 
and  his  whole  army  muft  have  been  cut  in  pieces,  if  the  con- 
federate generals  could  have  agreed  on  the  manner  of  attack  ; 
but  each  differed  from  another,  and  all  of  them  hated  Pef- 
cara  much,  that  no  meafure  he  propofcd  was  agreed  to. 
The  advantage,  however,  that  prefented  againft  the  enemy 
in  their  retreat  to  Ravijingo  wa5  fo  manifeft,  that  the  foldiers 
of  their  own  accord  ran  to  their  arms,  and  purfued  them,  b 
that  they  left  feven  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  hands  of  the  im- 
perialifts.   Next  day  the  purfuit  was  renewed,  and  the  mar- 
quis of  Pefcara  coming  up  with  a  few  troops,  the  French  lo& 
was  confiderable,  efpecially  in  officers ;  among  whoni  was 
the  chevalier  BcPford^  who  is  faid  to  have  been  one  of  thebcft 
and  bravcft  men  that  France  ever  produced.     Upon   the 
whole,  the  French  were  entirely  driven  out  of  the  Afilamfe. 
Th    mt  •      The  main  body  of  the  French  army,  notwithftanding  all 
rormif-'"^^  loflcs  it  had  fiiftained,   was  yet  entire;    and   though 
carries  he-  ^^^^^  endeavoured,  by  invafions  and  expeditions  into  Franu^ 
fore  Mar-  ^^  divert  the  war  from  the  Milanefe^  yet  he  was  very  unluc- 
fcilles.       cefsful  in  thofe  expedients;  and  loft  before  Marfeilles^  which 
he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  take,  .fo  many  men,  and  fo  much 
reputation,  that  the  difappointment  threw  him  into  a  diforder 
which  threatened  mortal  confequences.    The  French  and 
their  king  were  proportionably  elated  5  and  Francis  declared 
his  fixed  refolution  to  march  in  perfon  into  the  Mtlaneje. 
The  army  of  Charles  had  been  greatly  reduced  by  his  late  , 
attempts  in  France ^  and  that  of  Francis  was  ftronger  than 
ever.     His  refolution  being  publickly  known,  the  pope  en- 
deavoured to  diifuade  him  from  it,  and  to  mediate  a  peace. 
With  this  view  he  employed  the  archbifhop  of  Capua  to  treat 
firft  with  Francis^  and  then  with  Charles.    Francis  would  not 
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fuffer  the  archbifhop  to  proceed  in  his  negotiation,  and  re- 
commended him  to  the  care  of  his  mother,  who>  till  his  re- 
turn, was  to  rcfide  at  Avignon, 

The  great  qucftion  now  between  the  French  and  t)ie  im-y^^ 
perialiiis  was.  which  army  fhould  arrive  fooneft  in  Lombardy,fj^^^\^ 
Both  arrived,  by  different  routs,  almoft  at  the  fame  time.  in*uad$ 
The  imperialifts  holding  a  council  of  war  At  Pavia^  it  vnzsthe  Mi- 
refolved  that  they  (hould  leave  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  that  city,nere,  and 
under  Antonio  de  Leva^  confiding  of  three  hundred  men  zttake  Mi* 
arms,  and  five  thoufand  German  foot^  and  that  they  (houldhm* 
again  make  a  fland  at  Milan,     But  when  Morone^  to  whoTe 
care  the  preparations  at  Milan  was  committed,  arrived  at 
that  city,  lie  found  that  the  plague  was  raging  in  if,  and  had 
deftroyed  thirty  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it  was  eafy 
to  fee  the  confequence,  if  an  army  (hould  enter  an  infected 
city.     Morone  advifed  the  inhabitants  to   fubmit  to  the 
French ;  and  after  providing  for  the  fafety  of  the  citadel,  he 
returned  to  Q^avia^  upon  which  a  French  garrifon  entered 
Milan^  where  none  of  the  inhabitants  were  molefted* 

FRANCIS  was  more  elated  than  he  ought  to  have. 
l>een,  by  getting  pofleiEon  of  Milan^  and  marched  thence 
to  Pavia,  His  army,  including  the  garrifon  of  Milan^ 
amounted  to  twenty-four  thoufand  foot,  and  two  thoufand 
men  at  arms,  but  was  every  hour  tncreafing.  The  marquis 
of  Pavia^  who  was  then  at  Lodiy  was  oveijoyed  at  hearing 
that  Francis  was  gone  to  Pavia^  and  foretold  the  confequen- 
ces  that  after  happened.  The  imperialifts,  however,  had 
uill  greater  difHculties  to  encounter.  Charles  was  fo  ftraitened 
for  money,  that  he  gave  orders  for  mortgaging  the  revenues 
of  his  kingdom  of  Naples.  Neither  the  pope  nor  the  Flo* 
rentines  could  be  brought  to  advance  him  any,  and  his  holi- 
nefs  declined  to  renew  the  engagements,  that  had  been  en- 
tered into  by  his  predeceilbr ;  thus,  in  fa£t,  the  whole  bur- 
then of  the  war  refled  on  Charles^  for  the  Venetians,  intimi- 
dated by  the  French^  refufed  to  be  farther  concerned  in  it. 

The  fiege  of  Paivia  was  now  formed  by  Francis^  but  in  Francis 
ib  ineffeAuau  a  manner,  that  the  imperial  generals  were  in  nobefieges 
pain  about  the  confequences.    The  pope  renewed  his  endea-  Pavii^ 
vours  for  peace,  and  difpatched  the  biibop  of  Verona^  in  (hew, 
to  mediate  between  the  two  parties,  but,  in  reality,  to  execute 
a  fecrct  commiffion  with  Charles.    He  found  them  equally 
contumacious.     The  imperialifts  would  bear  of  no  negotia- 
tion while  the  French  king  pofTeflcd  a  foot  of  ground  in  Italy  i 
and  Francis  frankly  owned  to  the  bifhop,  that  his  intention 
was,  after  he  had  reduced  the  Milanefe,  to  profecute  his 
lights  upon  Naplesy  by  invading  that  kingdom.     The  bifhop 
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then  proceeded  to  his  main  bufinefs,  which  met  with  fto  ixU 
ficulty.  The  pop6  promifed  to  give  no  affiftance,  difedly^ 
nor  indirefUy,  to  the  king's  enemies,  and  undertook  the 
fame  on  the  part  of  the  Florentines.  The  king,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  an  inftrument  figned  by  himfelf,  (in  which  the 
faperiority  of  the  Medici  family,  over  Flwrence^  is  exprefsly 
acknowledged}  took  both  the  pope  and  the  Fkrentints  intd 
his  protection,  and  it  was  a^^eed  that  this  con\i[entton  (hould 
not  come  to  light,  onkfs  his  holinefs  thought  proper.  Cle^ 
menty  by  thi^  meafure,  imagined,  that  he  would  gain*fo  much 
upon  Francis  as  to  perfuade  him  to  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of 
invading  Naples,  but  he  was  deceived.  For  it  was  no  foonei 
toncluded,  than  he  ordered  the  duke  of  Jlbanfj  the  firft 
prince  of  the  blood  of  Scotland^  to  march  to  Naples,  at  the 
head  of  a  confiderable  army,  which  was  to  be  reinforced  in 
the  Romagna  with  four  thoufand  men,  raifed  by  Remu  de 
Ceri;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  he  notified  his  intention  to  hh 
holinefs  by  the  count  of  Carpiy  his  ambaflador  at  Renu, 
who  likewife  was  charged  to  demand  leave  from  his  bolineft 
to  levy  men  m  the  ecclefiaftical,  and  Fkrentinej  dominbns. 
This  dcqiand  greatly  embarraflcd  the  pope,  who  laid  before 
Francis  many  reafons  for  laying  afide  his  Neapolitan  expedi- 
tion ;  but  zA  would  have  been  to  no  purpofe,  if  fome  rein- 
forcements that  arrived  at  the  imperial  camp,  had  not  ren- 
dered it  expedient  for  Francis  to  recall  the  duke  of  ABfony^ 
and  the  troops  under  his  command. 

CHARLESj  though  his  affairs  had  a  promifing  afped  in^ 
Lomhardy,  was  liow  under  great  difficulties.  His  refources 
for  money  had  failed  him,  not  only  in  Italy,  but  from  the 
courted  by  kiAg  of  England,  who  began  even  to  demand  the  money  that 
Charles,  was  due  to  him.  The  fource  of  all  the  emperor's  difficulties 
lying  in  the  pope  and  at  Florence,  Charles  offered  Clement  al- 
moft  any  terms  be  codd  demand  ;  but  his  holinefs  iniifted 
upon  peace  in  Italy,  or  a  neutrality  to  hnnfelf,  which 
Charles  declared  was  not  in  his  power  to  grant  him.  The 
Spaniards  and  Germans  in  Lombardy,  by  the  good  manage- 
ment of  the  marquis  of  Pefcara,  though  not  paid,  krvei 
Charles  with  wonderful  fidelity^  and  Francis  made  but  little 
progrefs  in  the  fiege  of  Pavia.  A  new  body  of  Stvifs  and 
Grifons  joining  Francis,  the  duke  of  Albany  was  again  dif- 
patched  upon  the  NeapoStan  expedition,  and  the  pope  thoeghc 
^  that  a  proper  time  for  renewing  his  endeavours  for  peace. 

He  fcnt  Vettori,  the  commander  of  his  gallies,  to  the  vice- 
roy of  Naples,  to  (hew  him  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
flop  the  duke  of  y//Jtf«y*s  march;  and  that  Naples  bemg  in 
the  atmoft  danger^  he  could  not  do  better  than  to  confeot 
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t6  a  ceJ9&ti6il  of  arms.  He  added,  that  a  deiiniuve  ^dkCt 
might  be  concluded,  by  putting  Milariy  in  the  mean  while» 
into  neutral  hands ;  and  by  the  cmpferdr,  for  a  fum  of  money, 
giving  the  inveftiturc  of  that  dUchy  to  a  fecond  fon  of  France^ 
which  would  prevent  ifTrom  evet  being  united  to  that  crown^ 
CUment  rike>Vife  promired,  that  the  dukes  of  Milan  and  Bour^ 
ten  ihjuld  be  honourably  provided  for;  arid  that  he  himfelf^ 
the  Florentines^  and  the  Venetians^  fhould  guarantee  the  per- 
formance of  the  articles  to  the  emperon 

The^  viceroy,  and  the  other  imperial  generals^  feeing  un-  'Bimmtfs 
der  what  difadvantages  they  made  war  in  Lomhardy^  and  that  ofthemar* 
^^\,  their  hopes  of  being  fupplicd   by  the  Florentines  withf^'?/* 
money  were  now  damped,  were  willing  to  agree  to  this  pro-  P«fcw*» 
t>ofa],  and  to  drajv  oS  th^ir  atmy  to  the  defence  o( Naples; 
bad  tidt  the  marquis  of  Pefcara  oppofed  the  propoial  with  (6 
much  firmnefs  and  firength  of  reafoning,  as  determined  the 
viceroy  to  T^St  all  the  pope's  overtures,  and  to  remain  in 
Lombard),    This  refolution  ferved  tfae  pope  as  a  pretext  to 
excuie  his  granting  the  duke  of  Jlbany  a  pafiage  through  his 
dominions ;  and  he  addrefled  a  brief  on  that  head  to  Charles^ 
who  received  it  from  Giovanni  Ccrjl,  the  Florentine  ambafla- 
dor  at  his  court.     CharleSy  on  reading  it,  lofi  his  ufual  mo- 
deration, and  bitterly  upbraided  the  pope  for  his  treachery 
and  ingratitude.     The  Florentine  put  Charles  in  mind,  that 
his  holinefb,  fince  his  exaltation,  had  been  theconftant  friend 
of  pacific  meafures,  and  that  all  his  counfels  had  been  difre- 
garded,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  Vharles  himfelf. 

The  want  of  money  amongft  the  imperialifts  in  Lorn'  Cmpl&ttits 
bardy  continued  to  diftrefs  their  affairs.     The  duke  of  Fer^  of  the  /w- 
rara  put  himfelf  under  the  protedion  of  Fronds ;  and  the  perialifts 
viceroy  complained  that^the  pope  infringed  his  neutrality  by  againfttbi 
furnifliin^  the  French  with  waggons  and  carriages.  Giovanni  pope, 
de  Medici  at  the  fame  time  quarrelled  with  the  viceroy,  and 
entered  r^i^Fremb  fervice,  while  the  duke  ofAlhanf%  motions 
towards  Naples  were  fo  flow  as  to  raife  a  belief,  that  the  true 
intention  of  Francis  was  to  frighten  the  imperialifts  into  a 
ceflation  of  arms. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  the  year  1525,  before  the  duke     ijjj, 
of  Albany  J  who  had  been  joined  in  his  march  by  Ren%o  with  Progre/stf 
three  thoufand  men,  arrived  at  Lucca  j  and  the  Luquefe  being  the  duke  of 
parties  in  the  league  againft  Francis^  he  forced  them  to  pay  Albany. 
him  twelve  thoufand  ducats.    He  then  proceeded  through 
the  dominions  of  Florence^  where  he  was  treated  with  the 
higheft  reljped,  and  proceeded  to  Sienna.     The  pope  now 
began  to  be  afraid  that  Francis  was  in  eamcft  as  to  his  at- 
tempt uponNaples.    He  had  in  vain  tried  every  art  to  retard, 
the  duke  of  Jlbany'%  march  5  but,  upon  his  arrival  at  Sienna^ 
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his  holinefs  entreated  him  to  ftop,  that  he  might)  by  his 
authority,  fettle  fome  diiFerences  between  the  Petruai  family 
and  the  council  of  Nice^  in  that  city,  the  du^e  having  been 
converfant  in  affairs  of  government.  The  pope,  in  paying 
this  compliment  to  the  duke,  had  a  farther  view  than  that 
of  flopping  his  march ;  for,  in  fa^,  the  Siennife^  intimidated 
by  the  neighbourhood  of  the  French  army,  made  his  holinefs 
a  prefent  of  their  liberties,  by  transferring  the  power  of  their 
maeiftracy  into  the  hands  of  his  friends. 
^e  impi'  The  duke  of  Bourbon  arrived  with  a  new  reinforcement 
rial  army  to  the  imperial  army  in  Lornbardy^  of  five  hundred  horfc  and 
iu  Lorn-  fix  thoufand  foot,  juft  at  the  time  when  the  garrifon  began 
bardy  r#.  to  be  diftrcfled  for  want  of  money  and  ammunition.  The 
inforced.  viceroy,  however,  and  the  imperigl  officers,  conveyed  fome 
money  by  ftratagem  to  the  befieged,  which  contained  them 
within  the  bounds  of  their  duty ;  and  the  admirable  addrefs 
of  the  marquis  of  Pefcaroy  prevailed  with  the  troops,  under 
the  viceroy's  and  his  command,  to  wait  a  month  for  their 
pay.  This  forbearance,  and  the  arrival  of  the  duke  of  Bour^ 
bonj  determined  the  imperial  generals,  at  all  events,  either 
to  raife  .the  fiege,  or  to  force  Francis  to  a  battle.  They 
were  the  more  encouraged  to  this,  as  they  knew  that  the 
French  king  was  greatly  impofed  upon  in  his  mufters,  and 
that  he  paid  for  one  third  more  effiedive  men  than  he  really 
had  in  his  army.  Upon  the  firft  motions  of  the  allies, 
Francis  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  the  mod  experi- 
enced of  his  officers  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  he  (houM 
raife  the  fi^e  of Pavia,  and  remove  to  a  ground  (many  fuch 
being  in  the  neighbourhood)  where  he  could  not  be  attacked 
with  any  probability  of  fuccefs.  This  advice  was  the  mod 
prudent,  becaufe  it  was  certain,  that  the  imperial  army  could 
not  have  fubfifted  many  days  in  a  body  for  want  of  money 
and  necefiaries,  and  that  all  the  marquis  of  Pe/card's  de- 
£aiile  of  pendance  was  upon  an  immediate  and  a  decifive  engage* 
Pavia,  in  ment.  But,  though  this  counfel  was  backed  by  the  pope's 
^vbich .  ambaflador,  who  well  knew  the  ftraifs  of  the  imperial  army. 
It  was  rejefted  by  Francis^  who  thought  that  his  raifmg  the 
fiege  would  refle<St  upon  his  honour,  and  called  to  remem- 
brance fome  idle  words  that  were  frequently  in  his  mouth, 
that  he  would  lofe  his  life  rather  than  raife  the  fiege  of  Pavia, 
He,  however,  changed  the  difpofition  of  his  army,  fo  as  to 
render  the  approaches  of  the  enemy  more  dangerous  ;  bur, 
in  the  mean  while,  he  fuffered  the  enemy  to  take  pofleffion 
of  the  moft  important  pofts  in  the  rieighoourhood.  All  the 
motions  of  the  imperial  army  were  condu(fted  by  the  faga- 
eity  and  intrepidity  of  the  marquis  of  Pefcara^  who  led  the 
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jmpdrialifts,  by  regular  degrees^  from  one  poft  of  danger  to 
another,  till  they  came  within  cannon-lbot  of  the  French 
armv,  which  lay  within  intrenchments.  Some  days  paiTed 
in  iKirmi(hing  and  cannonading  each  other,  and  in  each 
waiting  for  a  favourable  moment  to  begin  the  attack.  At  laft, 
on. the  25th  of  February^  neceflity  obliged  the  marquis  of 
Pefcara  to  move  towards  Mirabello^  where  a  ftrong  poft  of 
the  French  was.  This  induced  the  king  to  march  out  of 
his  intrenchments,  as  thinking  that  the  enemy  deii^ned  to 
relieve  the  town  by  forcing  that  poft.  Francis  had  fome 
days  before  fuftained  an  irreparable  lofs  by  a  wound  which 
Gtwanni  de  Medici^  the  moft  promifing  young  general  of 
that  age,  received  in  the  heel,  and  which  obliged  him  to  be 
carried  to  Piacenza.  This  accident  wonderfully  difpirited 
the  French  troops,  yrho  had  but  a  mean  opinion  of  their 
own  generals  and  officers ;  (o  that  when  the  imperialifts 
advanced  within  the  park  of  Mirabello^  all  was  confufion 
and  diforder  in  the  French  army ;  ^fpecially  amongft  the 
cavalry,  which  moving  irregularly  to  the  right  apd  left»  ex- 
pofed  the  divifion  commanded  by  the  king  to  the  beft  batta- 
lions of  the  imperialifts,  led  on  by  the  nuirquis  of  Pefcara 
himfelf.  Francis  made  a  noble  refiftance,  and  bc^baved  (b 
bravely  in  bis  own  perfon,  that  the  marquis  was  repulfed, 
and  obliged  to  call  the  viceroy  and  the  German  foot  to  his 
affiftance ;  the  battle  was  now  renewed  ^  the'  behaviour  of 
the  Swifs  in  the  French  psiy  that  day,  in  no  degree  anfwered 
their  reputation ;  they  were  routed  and  cut  in  pieces  by  the 
German  foot ;  and  Francis^  who  difdained  to  fly,  was,  with  a 
handful  of  his  nobility  and  officers,  furrounded  by  the  vic- 
torious army.  He  continued  fighting  with  the  moft  un-  ^^ 
daunted  reiolution,  endeavouring  to  rally  his  troops,  and  pr^^ii 
to  ftop  the  prosrefs  of  the  enemy  j  but,  at  laft,  being  j^^^  ,-j 
wounded  in  the  race  and  hand,  and  broin^ht  to  the  ground  taken  fri* 
by  his  horfe  being  killed,  he  was  made  ^  prifoner,  by  the/cner. 
only  French  officer  who  had  followed  the  duke  of  BourboH 
to  Italy.  He  did  not  know  the  king,  who  feeing  the  viceroy 
^near  him,  difcovered  himfelf;  and  the  viceroy  moft  refpe<^- 
fully  kiffing  his  hand,  received  him  prifoner  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor.  By  this  time  the  rout  of  the  French  army 
was  completed.  The  marquis  De  Guajlo  had  defeated  the 
French  horfe  that  had  been  pofted  at  mirabeUo  \  and  Leva^ 
who  had  fo  gallantly  defended  Pavia^  made  a  moft  furious 
fally  with  bis  garrifon,  which  completed  the  ruin  of  the 
French  army.    About  eight  thoufand  of  the  French  were 
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kiRed,  and  irioft  of  the  reft  were  taken  and  plundered,  not 
to  mention  the  vaft  lofs  which  the  French  fuftained  in  their 
nobility ;  the  flower  of  whom  were,  that  day,  cither  killed 
or  taken  prifoners.  The  lofs  of  the  imperiaiifts  was  about 
eight  hundred  men.  As  fopn  as  the  new$  of  this  defeat 
reached  Milan^  Trhulxi,  the  R'ench  governor  there,  and  his 
'garrifon  abandoned  that  city  ;  and  thus  the  JUHarufi  wa^ 
once  more  cleared  of  French  troops. 
Jnaai'  It  is  to  this  day  unaccountable,  xYizt  Charles  did  not  make 
'^'^y  ^f  gi'CAter  advantages  thaii  he  did  of  his  vi<£h>ry  at  Pavia^  a$ 
Charles,  he  certainly  now  had  it  in  his  power  to  haye  manched  into 
the  heart  of  France^  and  to  have  made  good  all  the  imperial- 
claims  in  Italy  J  which  woqld  have  amounted  to  little  lefs 
than  a  fovereignty  over  the  whole.  But  Charles  was  then 
intent  on  fettling  the  government  of  Spfiin^  aod  was  not 
much  fubjed  to  refentment^  of  any  kind,  though  he  cer- 
tainly had  no  reafon  to  be  fatisii^  with  the  condufi  of  (he 
pope,  the  Florentines^  or  the  Venetians^  v^\\o  had  all  of  them, 
for  no  very  juftifiable  reafons,  forfeited  their  cngagetn^nts 
with  him. 
Danger  of  Th5  danger  of  Florence  gave  the  pope  more  concern  than 
Florence,  that  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate,  becaufe  he  donfidered  the 
Florentines  as  the  fubjeds  of  his  family.  While  he  remained 
conneded  wjth  profperous  allies,  the  Florentines  apppeared 
perfe<My  refigned  to  his  will.  But  having,  for  fomc  time 
paft,  been  confjdered  in  Italy^  and  all  over  Europe^  as  a  par- 
tizan  of  France^  the  fccret  enemies  of  his  family  in  Florence^ 
who  were  numerous  and  powerful,  began  to  put  their  coun- 
trymen in  mind  of  thpC?  days  of  liberty  they  enjoyed  du- 
•  ring  the  eighteen  years  expuHion  of  the  Medici  family.  It 
appeared  by  letters  and  papers  found  hi  the  French  king's 
cabinet,  taken  at  the  battle  of  Pawa^  that  the  pope  had 
been  the  main  imfrument  of  b^^nging  the  Venetians  off  from 
the  imperial  intereft ;  and  that,  in  ihort,  he  was  the  fecret 
Tpring  of  all  the  hardfhips  they  h^d  t^in  under  before  the 
battle  of  Pavia.  Weighed  down  by  refledions  on  thofc  dif- 
coveries,  and  on  his  own  condud,  he  fet  about  drawing  up 
H  kind  of  an  apology  for  himfelf,  the  matter  of  which  was 
toi»e  digefted  in  the  form  of  briefs,  and  fent  tp  the  imperial 
and' o^er  courts.  In  tbofe  briefs  he  pleaded  neceffity  for 
all  that  he  had  feemingly  done  againft  the  imperial  intereft, 
and  mentioned  the  vaft  obligations  that  the  emperor  and 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  lay  under  to  himfelf,  and,  by  his  means, 
to  his  two  immediate  predec^lTors.  He  com(>iained  of  dVfe 
refervedncfs  of  the  imperial  generals  j  and  put  the  emperor 
in  mind)  that  a  body  of  ecclenafiical  and  foreign  foldiers 
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were  in  his  fervice  in  the  battle  of  Pqvia  ;  an(J  he  magni- 
fied the  fcrvice  he  had  done  to  the  emperor,  by  artfully 
^mufmg  the  duke  oi  Albanj^  ib  long  about  the  5iV«»5/J  af- 
fair, that  he  thereby  faved  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 

Th£  Venetian  fenate,  on  this  occafion,  preferved  a  won-  Vropofal  ^ 
derful  fercnily.  Inftead  of  defponding,  like  the  pope,  thev  of  the  Vc- 
reprefented  to  him,  that,  if  he  was  difpofed  to  zSi  with  fpint  netians. 
zn^  CQurage,  and  to  join  with  them,  they  might  yet  fave 
fiafyhom  the  imperial  yoke.  Nothing  was  more  pra£ti* 
cable,  than  for  his  holinefs  to  perfuade  the  Swiji  cantons  to 
lend  him  a  body  of  ten  thouland  men,  for  which  the  Fene-' 
tfam  vtzxd  willing  to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  expence ; 
and  the  Florentines  were  riph  enough  to  raife  another  body 
of  halian  fopt ;  and  there  was  little  doubt  to  be  made  of 
their  being  joined  by  the  army  under  the  duke  of  Albany^ 
which  had  not  yet  marched  beyond  the  limits  of  the  eccle- 
iiaftical  ftate;  and,  that  the  duke  oiFerrara^  who  had  a  great 
deal  of  money,  with  a  ftrong  fortified  and  well  provided  ca* 
piul,  would  iikewife  join  them.  The  fubftance  of  this  pro- 
pofal  had,  before  the  batde  oi  Paviaj  been  laid  before  his 
jioiiae&  by  the  Venetians^  as  a  proper  meafure,  which  foever 
fide  got  the.vidory.  But  it  was  then  negleded  ;  he  adopted 
it,  however,  in  the  prefent  defperate  ftate  of  his  affairs  ;  and 
was  on  the  point  of  figning  a  convention  on  that  head^ 
when  the  archbifhop  of  C^pua  arrived  at  bis  court. 

This  prelate  had  been  long  employed  in  Clement's  afFair, 
Und  foe  no  fooner  heard  of  the  battle  of  Pavia^  than  he  paid 
a  viiit  to  the  viceroy  of  t^Us.  The  gaining  the  battle  of 
Pavia  was  fo  i^  from  removing  the  difficulties  the  imperial 
geoerab  were  under  before  it  was  fought,  ths^t  it  increafed  g-^^  ^^.^ 
them.  The  foldiers  became  licentious  through  the  booty  ^^^y^^  ^^^ 
they  bad  acquired,  and  were  as  clamorous  as  ever  (gr  then* /^  <z;;>^. 
pay>  which  their  officers  could  not  advance  them.  Lanoyayroy. 
the  viceroy  of  Naples^  therefore,  in  hopes  of  drawing  money 
from  the  pope,  appeared  well  difpofed  to  enter  upon  an  ac- 
commodatioii  with  him,  and  gave  the  archbifliop  of  Capua 
a  commiffion  for  that  purpofe.  To  enforce  the  negotiation, 
however,  he  drew  down  troops  to  the  frontiers  of  the  cccle- 
^ftical  ftate,  into  which  he  threatened  to  penetrate,  to  find 
out  the  duloe  of  A/Sh^^  and  his  mafter*s«ther  enemies  there. 
Before  the  arrival  of  the  archbifhop  of  Capua,  the  pope 
had  fent  a  miniver  to  dtfpofe  the,  king  of  England  to  join  in 
depref&ng  the  power  of  Qbarles.  But  Clement,  who  was  na- 
turally indolent,  and  averie  to  violent  meaCures,  no  foonep 
heard  the  report  of  the  archbifhop  of  Capua,  than  he  chofe 
ti^e  way  of  aegouation.    He  recalle<}  his  minifter,  who  was 
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on  his  road  to  England  i  he  prevailed  with  the  duke  of 
Many  to  difmifs  his  Itatian  foldiers,  and  he  brought  about 
a  ceiBition  of  arms  between  the  French  and  imperial  parties 
that  were  in  and  about  Rome. 

When  the  negotiation  opened,  the  viceroy  infifted  upon 
the  Venetians y  and  all  the  Other  parties  in  the  holy  league 
formed  under  Adrian^  paying  up  all  their  arrears  and  defi* 
ciencies  in  money,  which  the  Venetians  refufed  to  do.  A» 
it  was  plain  that  the  viceroy  bad  fet  this  negotiation  on  foot, 
only  to  get  fome  ready  money,  the  Florentines^  rather  than 
that  it  ihould  proVe  abortive,  fupplied  the  marquis  of  P//^ 
cara  with  twenty-five  thoufand  ducats;  but  took  care  to  ob« 
tain  under  Gatinara*s,  the  imperial  plenipotentiary's,  hand» 
an  acknowledgment  that  this  fum  was  to  be  reckoned  as  part 
of  a  greater  to  be  fettled  by  the  new  convention.  In  the 
mean  while,  the  duke  of  Albany^  with  Renzo  de  Ceri^  em- 
barked the  remainder  of  his  troops  for  France^  with  the 
confent  of  the  viceroy. 
A  conven-  The  obftinacy  of  the  Venetians^  in  refufing  to  pay  the 
tioti  con-  money  demanded  by  the  viceroy,  was  of  fervicc  to  the  pope» 
eluded.  becaufe  it  convinced  the  imperial  generals,  that  there  was 
no  underhand  dealing  between  them;  fo  that,  at  laft,  on 
the  firft  of  Aprily  a  convention  was  concluded  between  the 
pope  and  the  Florentines  on  one  fide,  and  Gatinara  as  pleni- 
potentiary for  Charles^  or  rather  for  the  viceroy  of  Naples 
pn  the  other,  the  Venetians  being  excluded.  By  this  con- 
vention, the  contrading  parties  guarantied,  with  a  certain 
number  of  troops,  the  pofTeffion  of  the  duchy  of  Bdilam 
thefirms.  to  Francefio  Sforza.  The  emperor  took  under  his  protec- 
tion the  ecclefiaftical  dominions,  and  the  ftate  of  Florenct^ 
fpecifying  the  houfe  of  JUeelicif  and  its  power,  in  thu  city. 
Charles  was  to  be  paid,  in  ready  money,  a  hundred  thoufaikl 
ducats,  by  way  of  arrears,  to  recall  his  troops  from  the  ecde* 
fiaftical  ftate,  and  to  fuffer  no  others  to  be  quartered  there 
without  confent  of  his  bolinefs.  Twenty  days  were  left 
for  the  Venetians  to  accede  to  the  treaty ;  and  the  hundred 
thoufand  ducats  were  to  be  repaid,  if  Charles  did  not  ratify 
the  treaty,  in  five  months.  By  one  of  the  feparate  articles 
it  was  provided,  that  the  duke  of  Ferrara  fliould  reftore  to 
the  church  Reggio  and  Rubifra^  and  all  the  places  he  bad 
taken  from  it  during  the  late  vacancy  of  the  holy  fee  ;  ia 
confideratlon  of  which,  the  pope  was  to  pay  another  hundred 
thoufand  ducats  to  Charles.  The  lafl  article  was  dogged 
with  a  condition,  that  examination  (bould  be  made,  whether 
thofe  places  were  ficft  of  the  empire,  in  which  cafe  the  pope 
was  to  hojd  th^m  2^9  fucb.    Paulus  Joviusy  in  bis  life  of  the 
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marquis  of  Pefcara^  •  very  juftly  blames  this  laft  article  as  In- 
famous on  ttie  part  of  the  viceroy,  who  had  received 
money  from  the  duke  of  Ferrara^  on  condition  that  thofe 
places  {hould  not  be  reftored  to  the  pope. 

Had  it  been  poffible  for  the  Stvi/s  to  have  arrived,  and  Progrefi^f 
the  other  levies  to  have  been  made  time  enough  to  have  op-  the  imfi^ 
pofed  the  progrefs  of  the  imperialifts  in  Italy,  this  treaty  rialifis* ' 
might  have  been  confidered  as  difgraceful ;  but,  as  matters 
were  fituated,  the  wifer  part  of  mankind  thought  it  prudent  $ 
becaufe,  though  the  imperial  generals  were  greatly  diftrefled 
for  want  of  money,  they  might  ftill  have  prevailed  upon 
their  troops  to  take  the  field,  by  promifing  them  the  plunder 
of  rich  ecclefiaftical,  or  Florentine^  towns  and  churches.  Both, 
parties  feemed  to  be  equally  fatisfied,  and  the  pope  obtained 
leave  to  fend  his  compliment  of  condolence  by  the  bifliop 
of  Pijtoiaj  tQ  Francis.  The  viceroy  next  proceeded  upon 
his  main,  and,  indeed,  his  fole  bufmefs,  which  was  to  raife 
money.  He  gave  the  Lucquefe  his  matter's  prote£lion  for 
ten  thoufand  ducats  ;  and  he  exaded  fifteen  thoufand  from 
the  Siennefi^  whofe  fituation  ^was  fomewhat  particular. 
Though  the  duke  of  Albany* s  authority  bad  obliged  them  to 
re-eftablilh  the  council  of  nine,  who  were  the  pope's  crea- 
tures ;  yet,  no  fooner  was  the  defeat  of  the  French  ^t  Pavia 
known,  than  both  the  imperial  and  papal  parties,  in  Sierma^ 
applied  to  the  viceroy  for  favour  i  and  he,  by  giving  general 
anfwers  to  both,  brought  both  to  confent  to  furnifh  him 
with  their  money.  While  it  was  telling  out,  Severini^  zGe* 
nof/i  citizen,  who  had  been  an  a^ent  with  the  viceroy,  mur- 
dered another  citizen,  one  Bicht^  whom  he  intended  next 
year  to  have  placed  at  the  head  of  that  government,  and 
thereby  that  noble  city»  fo  important  by  its  utuation  between 
Rome  and  Florence^  was  recovered  to  the  imperial  intereft : 
it  was  thought  that  the  viceroy,  however  he  might  diflfemble, 
abetted  thb  revolution.  Other  ftates  followed  the  example 
of  Sienna,  and  all  Itafy  feemed  now  to  ply  under  the  will  of  fyj^^  g^^ 
the  conqueror*  The  marquis  oi Montferrat  made  a  prefent  Slenna*^ 
to  Qxarles  of  fifteen  thoufand  ducats  i  and  the  duke  of  Ferrara 
advanced  the  viceroy  fifty  thoufand,  in  part  of  payment  of  a 
greater  fum.  The  ftates  of  Mtlan,  the  Geneefe  and  Lucquefe^ 
flood  engaged  for  certain  fums,  and  Charles  fent  his  generals 
in  Itahf  fre£  remittances*  Hiftorians  are,  to  ihis  day,  at  a 
loft  to  account  for  the  farther  inaAivity  of  Charles  at  thb 
jundure.  It  was  ezpeded  that  the  viceroy,  inftead  of  treat- 
ing with  the  pope»  would  have  mard^  to  the  gates  of 
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Romit  and  hdve  coi^ieced  thofe  conqu^,  which  the  moft 

moft  powerful  of  bis  mafter's  anceftors  h^  in  vaiatrpiied 

Modera'    after »  hut,  inftead  of  that,  Charles  would  admit  of  no  coo- 

tim9f      gratulations,  or  rejoicing3»  for  his  viSory;  and  fpent  Ui 

Charkfi    time  in  proceffions  and  prayers,  that  it  might  tura  out  to 

the  good  of  Cbriftendom,     Thofe  hiftorians,  perhaps,  dMiie 

neareft  to  truth,  who  fay,  that  this  moderation  of  Chark 

'was  unfeigned ;  there  feem^,  at  leaft,  no  other  probable  aufe 

to  be  affigned  for  it.  Hjs  moderation  went  fo  far,  that  when 

the  Vemtian  ambaiiador  excufed  the  condud  of  his  mafiers 

durine  the  late  war,  Charles  r«ceived  it  in  good  part  \  though 

he  told  the  minifter  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  perfediy  wdl 

fatisfied,  that  every  wprd  of  it  was  a  falfhood.    He  tkn 

afiembled  his  council. to  confylt  upon  the  difpofal  of  bis 

^Foyal  prifoner.     Some  were  £6r  fetl;ing  him  geiierouily  ftee, 

others  for  impofing  hard  terips  upon  \iim.     Cbariuy  who 

knew  no  extreme  either  of  genero&y  or  feveriiy,  feat  Bwm^ 

one  of  his  iwonmt^yXo  jPhudgiUone^  wharcFrwids  was,  to 

propofe  the  terms  on  which  lie  might  regain  bis  libotf} 

which  Francis  thought  to  be  6>  hard,  that  }^  rcjeded  thesis 

but  offered  tp  renounce  al}  his  cIiMip^  upon  MUm  and 

ifoplis. 

emd  ixor-      'Thi!  OKKleration  of  Charles  was  more  than  over-balaaoed 

^itamy  of  by  the  haugfattnefs  and  extravagant  behaviour  of  bis  oficcn 

iis  troops,  an(i  foldiers,  in  Italj^  after  the  battle  of  Pavia.    Yhc  pope, 

in  order  to  check  them,  ordered  the  conveotioii  he  had  matle 

with  (be-  viceroy,  to  be  immediately  publiihed,  with  the 

moft  folemn  formalities,  before  the  ratification  x>f  Clkiritt 

arrived.     This,  however,  did  him  very  little  fervice ;  fo 

when  the  Florentints^  by  his  de(ire,  were  ready,  according  to 

treaty,  to  have  paid  the.  arrears  of  their  fubitdy,  the  ncemf 

refiifed  to  dedud  the  25,000  ducats,  which  they  bad  a<)- 

vanced  to  the  marquis  of  Pefiara^  while  the  negotiatto« 

was  in  dependence ;  almoft  every  other  article  of  the  treatjF 

was  likewife  violated.     The  fbte  of  the  cboich  was  ftill 

full  of  irnperial  foidters.    The  papal  and  Fbrentim  partis 

jn  Sierm^  were  aoal^treated  a^  plundered  by  the  viceroy^ 

orders  or  connivance ;  but  that  which  gave  the  pope  die 

^ateft  uneafincft  of  all  was,  the  diffioHty  attending  the 

arefloring  to  him  Reggio  and  JbiUtra^  which  it  was  plaio  the 

viceroy  encouraged  the  duke  of  Ferrara  to  retain.    The 

vkerov's  prevaricatior^  in  this  affiir  was  fhamefui ;  and  « 

the  Fhremines  were  ready  to  have  paid  ttieir  money,  the 

pubKc  began  to  fufped  that  Charl^  de(igiied  to  humble  the 

pope,  and  to  opprefs  the  liberties  of  Italy.     At  lajft>  ^^ 

inany  folicitations,  the  imperial  ratification  of  the  late  coo- 
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Mention  arrived ;  but  without  that  of  the  three  fepanatt 
prticles.  (3iarln  excufed  himretf  from  impofing  any  terms 
upon  the  duke  of  Milan^  who,  though  a  fcodatory  of  the 
empire,  was  mailer  of  his  own  dominions  and  revenues.  A3 
to  the  affair  of  Riggio  and  Rubiera^  he  defired  to  be  cxcufed 
from  doing  any  thing  in  prejudice  of  the  right  of  the  em- 
pire ;  and  the  dulcc  oi Ferrara  acknowledging  to  hold  them 
as  fieft  of  the  empire,  therefore  he  could  not  poffibly  do 
fo  flagrant  an  injuftice,  as  to  transfer  them  to  the  holy  fee. 
This  declaration,  however,  was  accompanied  wjth  certain 
fiirewd  hint$,  that  a  great  de^il  might  be  done  by  the  feafon- 
able  application  of  money. 

The  Flor^tines,  were  the  greateft  fuflferers  on  this  occa-  Kariflnfji, 
<ion.  The  viceroy,  in  order  to  touch  the  money,  had  agreed  fifthe  F1<k 
to  every  thing  that  the  pope  had  required ;  and  the  pope  reotinci, 
was  fo  very  anxious  tq  have  the  treaty  fulfilled,  and  to  re- 
toiove  every  flurn Wing- block,  that  he  had  even  prevailed  with 
the  Florentines  to  advance  the  whole  fum  of  a  hundred  thou- 
^nd  ducats  before  the  n^tSf^catiop  arrived.  His  holinefs  was 
(truck  with  fhame,  dread,  and  concern,  at  the  fcandalous 
coUufion,  as  \\t  called  jt,  between  the  emperor  and  his  vice- 
roy. He  refufed  to  accept  the  ratification,  and  infifted  upoti 
Cfforks  immediately  repaying  to  the  Fipnntms  the  hundred 
thoufand.  ducats,  which  ail  the  ties  of  good  faith  obliged 
him  to  do.  Charleiy  qr  rather  his  minifters,  laughed  at  all 
his  compla'mts ;  they  pretended,  that  the  treaty  was  ratified ; 
that  the  reftitution  ftipulated  to  be  n^ade  by  the  Florentines 
^as  In  a  feparate  article  infertqd  by  inferior  agents,  who 
could  conclude  nothing  to  the  emperor's  prejudice.  There 
are  reafons  tq  believe,  that  had  Charles  now  liflened  to  his 
minifters,  the  whole  fyftem  of  Italy  would  have  been  over- 
thrown. Their  aclvic^  was  to  render  the  duke  of  Ferrara 
«n  efFe£hia)  check  upon  the  pope,  by  putting  him  In  pof- 
iefllon  of  Modena ;  to  reinflate  the  pentivagUo  family  in  JB#- 
hgna^  and  to  revive  tlie  dormant  claims  of  the  empire  upon 
Florence^  and  the  other  Tufcan  ftates,  which  he  ought  to  uke 
into  his  own  poflfeiSoiv  Clement  was  no  ftranger  to  thofe 
fuggeftions,  and  lofing  all  hopes  of  protedipn  from  France^ 
he  refolved  to  diflemble. 

Every  one  who  has  read  the  Englijh  hiftory  knows,  that  Vanity  9f 
the  great  ambitior^  and  vanity  of  Henry  VIII.  who  was  now  Henry 
on  the  Engli/b  throne,  led  him  to  be  the  umpire  or  arbitra-y^f-^ 
tor  of  all  differences  zmonzA  European  ftates;    and   even^K****^ 
Italy^  remote  as  it  was,  msift  feel  his  influence,  and  the  power 
©f  his  minifter  ffol/ey.    It  was  to  them  that  the  Florentines 
?nd  tt^e  Vemtians  owc^  their  independency,  and  their  not 
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becoming  immediate  fubjedts  to  the  empire.  Wolpy  w» 
ruffled  by  Charles  having  now  twice  difappointed  him  of  tbt 
popedom»and  for  his  difcontinulng,  iince  toe  battle  of  ?atW) 
certain  marks  of  perfonal  attention,  which  he  had  alwafi 
paid  him  before.  He  therefore  began  to  imprefs  his  mihn 
with  apprehenfions  of  Charles^  growing  power,  anJ  of  the 
danger  England  might  be  in  by  his  invading  France  \  aod 
Henry  received  his  infinuations  fo  favourably,  that  he  intima- 
ted his  difpoiition  to  ferve  Francis^  to  his  mother  the  ladr 
regent  of  France^  during  her  fon's  captivity.  The  pope  a: 
this  time  feemed  to  be  as  zealous  as  ever  for  rcftoring  the 
tranquillity  of  Itafyy  and  for  obliging  Charles.  He  (ontinufd 
to  mediate  between  him  and  the  Venetians^  from  whom  ibc 
viceroy  demanded,  not  only  the  guaranty  of  the  Jldilai^i 
but  the  full  fum  of  which  they  were  in  arrears  bv  their  treaty 
with  the  emperor  in  Adrians  time.  The  Venetians  offereJ 
eighty  thoufand  ducats ;  but  the  viceroy  infifling  upr*o  a 
hundred  thoufand,  the  debates  continued  ;  the  viceroy  om 
chufing  to  break  off- the  negotiation,  becaufe  he  was  in  grr* 
want  of  mopey.  Mean  while  moft  of  the  Germans  in  tbe 
imperial  pay  in  Italy  had  been  difmifled  ;  and  the  Feneti^ 
being  apprifed  of  the  coldnefs  between  Charles  abd  tbe  kiflj 
of  England,  plucked  up  fpirit  enough  to  rcfufc  to  crtflplf 
with  the  viceroy.  The  pope,  and  the  Florentines^  and,  in- 
deed, all  the  Tufcan  ftates,  began,  from  the  fame  rca(bDi,» 
J^rancis  ft^nd  on  the  like  terms ;  and  the  viceroy  plainly  faw  tSxA^ 
remoyed  to  j^Q^li  not  anfwer  his  detaining  Francis  longer  inXw»*^f» 
^P*"**  for  fear  of  a  refcue,  and  by  his  own  confenc  be  carried  hi* 
by  fea  to  Spain,  The  negotiations  between  tbe  two  mo- 
narchs  are  foreign  to  this  hiftory.  Charles  feemed  ^^^^ 
than  ever  fond  of  reftoring  a  good  underftandiag  ^'"^ 
the  chriftian  powers.  At  firft  he  intended  to  have  rcpatfw 
to  Italy  rn  perfon,  but  bufinefs  deuined  him  in  Spainy  ft^ 
whence  he  folicited  the  pope  to  fend  cardinal  Sahiaiii^ 
full  powers  to  treat  of  an  univerfal  peace,  and  with  aditp' 
fation  to  marry  his  coufin-german,  the  infanta  oiPortitp* 
who  was  to  have  brought  him  an  immcnfc  fum  in  ''^*^°^ 
ney.  He  likewife  gave  orders  that  all  pofEble  means  m^ 
be  made  ufe  of  for  compromifing  matters  between  hiiD>  ^ 
-  Florentines^  and  Venetians  \  and  at  laft  hefent  to  Sfort^  JDC 
inyeftitureof  iheduchy  of -MVtf»>  in  confideration of aW^ 
fum  of  money ;  though  in  fa^,  the  inveftiturc  was  d.*^ 
with  fuch  conditions  that  Sforza^  even  after  receiving*' 
\yas  little  better  than  a  vaffal  to  Charles.  u. 

The  Imperial^  Spanijh^  and  Neapolitan^  generals,  w^ 
Charles f  bad  by  this  time  quarrelled^amongft  thcmfclvcs-   ^ 
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marquis  of  Pefcara  was  fo  much  provoked  by  Charles  taking  Bifcontent 
little  or  no  notice  of  his  fervices,  that  be  appeared  ready  for  andcon/pU 
any  defperate  undertaking.  Morone^  chancellor  and  firft  mi-  rac^  of  the 
nifter  to  Sforza^  a  man  of  great  capacity  and  dexterity  in  mm-quis  of 
bufincfs,  made  his  mafter  fenfible,  that  be  was  little  better  Pcfcart. 
than  a  flave ;  and,  in  fome  private  meetings,  it  was  agreed, 
to  cut  alJ  the  Germans  in  Italy  to  pieces,  and  to  make  the 
marquis  of  Pefcara  king  of  Naples.  As  this  could  not  be 
done  \yithout  bringing  the  pope  and  the  Venetians  into  the 
deiign,  it  waa  communicated  tp  both.  It  was  too  full  of 
dangerous  importance  for  the  pope  to  adopt  it ;  and  yet  it 
was,  what  of  all  things,  he  wiflied  might  fucceed.  He  took 
a  middle  way  between  concealing  and  difcovering  it,  for  he 
put  the  emperor  upon  his  guard  againft  difcontenting  his 
generals ;  and  hinted,  that  he  ought  to  have  a  watchful 
eye  upon  their  condud.  The  Venetians  embraced  the  pro- 
pofal  with  great  eagernefs,  in  hopes  of  being  fupported  b3r 
the  French  and  their  regency.  As  to  the  marquis  of  Pef- 
caroj  it  is,  as  yet,  a  doubt  how  far  he  had  been  accef- 
fair  to  the  defign.  The  moft  probable  opinion  is,  that  at 
iirft  he  had  yielded  to  Morone\  fuggeftions ;  but  that  af- 
,  terwards,  feeing  vaft  difficulties  attending  the  execution,  and 
that  the  French  court  were  fo  folicitous  about  recovering 
their  king's  liberty,  that  they  were  not  difpofed  to  exafpe- 
rate  the  emperor,  and  deeply  embarked  in  negotiating  with 
him,  he  rcfolved  to  difcover  the  whole  to  Charles^  who  had 
already  received  hints  of  it  from  Antonio  de  Leva^  and 
Marino  J  abbot  of  Nogera.  A  few  days  after  the  marquis  of 
Pefcara  fent  a  trufty  agent,  informing  Charles  of  the  whole 
confpiracy,  and  obtained  permiffion  from  him  to  continue 
his  praSices  till  the  whole  extent  of  it  was  difcovered.  The 
marquis  upon  this,  laying  afide  all  referve,  propofed  in  per- 
fon  the  execution  of  the  defign  to  the  duke  of  ATtlan^  and 
prevailed  upon  Morone  to  write  to  the  pope,  who  deputed 
a  trufty  agent,  by  a  brief  of  credentials,  to  confer  with  the 
confpirators  upon  the  fubjeft. 

The  matter  of  deliberation  was,  that  the  pope,  the  French^  His  inten- 
the  Florentines^  and  other  ftates  of  Italy^  (hould  enter  into  a  tions^  and 
confederacy,  of  which  the  marquis  of  Pefcara  (hould  be  cap-  infnceriry. 
tain-general ;  that  all  the  Spanijb  foldiers  in  the  duchy  of 
Mibn^  who  would  not  join  the  marquis,  fhould  be  put  td 
the  fword  i  and  that  the  confederates  (hould  then  proceed 
to  the  conqueft  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  the  inveftiture  of 
which  was  to  be  granted  by  the  pope  to  the  marquis,  who 
had  no  other  difficulty  remaining,  but  whether  he  might 
not  ftain  his  honour  and  his  conscience,*  by  taking  arms . 
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2g8iatt  Cbarlsi^  who  was.  the  pofieflbr  of  Naplis^  und^  | 
G^mmiffion  frooi  the  pope^  who  was,  its  lord  paramount ;  and 
defired  that  the  poiot  might  be  examined  by  civilians.  Tbofe 
unfeafonable  qualms,  after  proceeding  fo  far^  gate  Mtrm 
fome  fufpicion  of  PefiarJ^  (incerity  \   but  even  that  did  not 
prevent  the  cofifpiracy  from  going  on.    The  duchefs  of 
AUnzon^  lifter  to  the  Frifuh  king,  had  mifcarricd  in  a  nego- 
tiation,  which  (he  undertook  in  perfion,  for  het  biother's  de- 
li¥trance  ;  and  the  regent  promi£*d  the  coiifpirators  a  large 
fum  of  money,  and  coo  lances^  to  be  fent  to  Lombiatdjf^  to 
favour  their  ddflgn.  Jdorone^  upon  thi3  promife,  demonfirated, 
that  it  was  poffible  £or  them  to  execute  their  projed,  cvcq 
though  the  marquis  of  Pifcara  (bould  betray  them ;  and  iie 
propofed,  if  he  (kould  give  them  any  juft  caufe  of  Aifpicioni 
to  detain  him,  and  his  principal  officera,  prifoAers  in  the 
caftle  of  Milan^  and  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  their  de- 
iign.'   The  pope  woold  not  have  agreed  tq  fo  daogerousa 
plan  of  operations,  had  be  not  been  alarmed  by  the  certaia 
intelligence  he  refreivcd,  that  CbarUs  was  preparing  to  re^ 
•  in  pcrkMi  to  bahf^  and  to  put  him/elf  at  the  head  of  a  great 
army.     This  news  ftruck  his  holinefs  with  teiror;  beauie 
the  reverence  for  thehoiy  fee,  which  CiMrlis  prcfefftd,  couU 
be  no  bar  to  his  profecuting  the  claims  of  the  empire  upoa 
FloTiHCi^^tyA  the  other  Tufcati  dates.    He  therefore  difpatcb- 
ed  the  Secretary  of  the  Frerub  embafTy  at  Rome  to  conclude  tk 
n^otiation   with  the  lady  regent  of  Franct  \  but  he  was 
«   murdered.onhis  journey  in  the  Brefdano^  to  the  great  dis- 
quiet of  the  pope^  who  wad  afraid  he  had  been  intercepted 
by  the  imperuJifts. 
Athcimti     '^"^  marquis  of  Pifcara^  in  the  mean  while,  received  I 
to  com-     commiifion  from  Charks^  appointing  him  his  captain-general 
mandfor  in  liahf^   which  be  accepted  of.    Charles  likewife  ordered 
tbeemftrwr  Cmraciolpy  one  of  his  minifters,  (o  accommodate  matters  with 
in  Italy,    the  Venetians  \  and  afFeded  to  give  orders  for  his  troops  to 
evacuate  both  the  Milanefe  and  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  \  and 
the  marquis  of  Pefcara^  to  continue  his  fceneof  diffimulatiotf 
adoally  withdrew  fome  troops  frpm  the  latter.     This  fmall 
favour  was  granted  to  the  pope  to  foften  him  in  the  affair  of 
the  difpenfation  for  his  marriage  ;  by  which  he  was  in  hopes 
immediately  to  raife  nine  hundred  thoufand  ducats  ready 
money ;  and  the  pope  was,  at  laft,  obliged,  unwillinglyi  to 
fend  the  difpenfation  to  the  cardinal  Salviati ;   but  with  so 
order  to  him,  to  produce  or  keep  it  back  as  be  (hould  fte 
convenient  for  the  affairs  of  his  holinefs. 
Betrays  h's     It  was  now  time  for  Charles  to  execute  his  great  defign 
confede^     upon  Milan*    The  marqiiis  of  Pefcara  calling  together  his 
rates.  Vtnjt 
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army,  he  fcnt  for  Morone\   who,   forgetting  all  his  ufual 
maxims,  repaired  to  Pavia^  where  the  marquis  had  his  head- 
quarters.     He   received  Morone  with  great  civilities,  and 
tarried  him  into  a  chamber,  where  Antonio  de  Leva  was  con- 
cealed behind  the  hangings.    The  converfation  turned  upon 
the  grand  dcfign  of  putting  all  the  Spaniards  in  Lombardy  to 
the  fword,  and  particularly  Antomo  de  Leva  \  who,  upon  the 
marquis  retiring,  appeared,  and  taking  Morone  into  cuftody, 
fent  him  prifoncr  to  the  caftle  of  Pavia^  where  he  made  an 
ample  confeffion  of  all  the  confpiracy  againft  Charles.     The 
marquis  then  demanded  of  SforzOy  to  be  put  in  poileffion  of 
Frexzo^  Lecco^  and  Pizzigittone,   which  are  the  keys  of  the 
duchy  of  Milan*    This  demand  was  complied  with,  an  J  the 
marquis  was  even  admitted  into  Milan ;  where  he  required 
the  duke  to  fign  an  order  for  delivering  up  the  caftle  of  Cre^ 
monaf  and  for  putting  into  his  hands  fome  of  his  minifters, 
who  had  been  accufed  of  a  confpiracy  againft  the  emperor, 
who  was  lord  paramount  of  Milan.     S/orza  refufed  to  com- 
ply with  thofe^  and  feveral  other,  demands,  and  infifted  upon 
his  innocency.     Upon  this  the  marquis  obliged  the  people 
of  Milany  greatly  againft  their  will,  to  take  an  oath  of  fide- 
lity to  Charles  ;  at  the  fame  he  filled  up  all  the  vacant  places 
of  trulft  aftd  profit  in  the  duchy  in  his  mafter's  name,  re- 
moving all  the  officers  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  duke, 
and  began  to  block  up  the  caftles  of  Milan  and  Cremona. 
Thofe  proceedings  overwhelmed  the  pope  with  forrow  ;  as 
all  his  laboured  fchemc,  for  uniting  Italy  againft  the  emperor. 
Was  now  dafhed  to  pieces,  and  he  was  left  defencelefs  and 
expofed  to  the  refentment  of  Charles  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
it  put  a  ftop  to  the  progrefe  of  the  negotiation  between  the 
emperor  and  the  Venetians.     In  this  crifis,  the  marquis  of   15^5** 
Pefcara^  worn  out  by  fatigue,  died  in  the  end  of  November  His  death* 
1525.     He  had  been  early  in  war  ;  and,  tho'  only  thirty-fix 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  accounted  one 
of  the  molt  experienced,  as  well  as  able  generals  in  Europe, 
His  memory  has  been   fevcrely  handled  by  hiftorians,  for 
the  double  part  he  a£ted,  towards  the  end  of  his  life,  between 
the  ItaVtan  princes  and  the  emperor.     His  death  was  an  irre- 
parable lofsto  the  latter,  who  had  no  general  equal  to  him, 
cither  in  abilities  or  authority,  to  fill  his  place.     The  Italian 
ftates,  on  their  fide,  were  as  much  embarrafied.    They  faw 
it  impolEble  to  carry  their  fchemes,  of  a  coalition,  into  prac- 
tice, without  the  alfiftance  of  the  French  \  which  they  knew 
would  fail  them,  or  perhaps  be  turned  aeainft  them,  upon 
the  Icaft  hopes  Charles  (hould  give  them  of  their  king's  deli- 
verance.   The  king  of  England  vrz'i  now  the  declared  friend 
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Henry      of  Frandsy  and  had  entered  heartily  into  the  Italian  aUiance. 
yjll.  If'  He  offered  to  give  iecurity  to  the  FknntUus^  that  the  Fretub 
friends      fhould  not  make  a  feparate  peace,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
Fraacif ;    firft  quarter  fubfidy  on  their  part.    But  all  his  aflbrances 
could  not  roufe  the  fpirit  of  the  pope,  who  adledon  tfab  oc* 
cafion  with  great  defpondency.    He  began  to  undccetvc 
the  public,  as  to  the  good  opinion  it  had  entertained  of  him 
when  he  firft  mounted  the  pontifical  throne ;  for  it  now  ap- 
peared, that  the'  he  had  been  an  excellent  and  a  fuccc(^ul 
firft  minifier,  yet  he  was  but  a  poor  fpirited,  irrefolute,  pope. 
The  ambaiTadors  of  the  confederates  at  Fisme  had  brought 
him  to  confent  to  agree  to  the  alliance  againftC^^zri^jl  hoc 
on  the  very  day  he  was  to  iign  the  articles,  Herreray  ao  un- 
pe rial  roinlfter,  arrived  with  new  propofitions  for  the  pro- 
tedion  of  Milan^  and  the  redu£^ion  of  Reggio  and  RuUera^ 
which  made  him  alter  his  purpofe.     While  this  matter  was 
nubo  is      negotiating,  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  the  emperor 
freed  from  ^^  Francts,  by  which  the  latter  obtained  his  liberty  ;  asid 
frifon.       the  duke  of  Sejfa  and  Hirrera  offered,  on  the  part  of  Cbarln^ 
,  to  withdraw  the   imperial  army  from  Lombardy^  provided 
the  pope,  and  his  allies,  would  advance  them  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  ducats,  and  agree  that  the  duke  of  Bmt-- 
honfhouid  recover  the  inveftiture  of  i^/iZtT/i,  if  Sforza  OioM 
be  found  guilty  of  having  confpired  againfl  Char  Us,    Clammt 
and  his  allies  very  properly  thought,  that  the  duke  of  Bmr- 
bon  pofFeffing  Aftlan^  was  the  fame  thing  as  if  it  was  in  the 
handsof  CW^f  himfelf ;  and  having  fome  intimation,  that 
Francis  was  determined  not  to  fulfil  the  terms  on  which  he 
had  been  fet  at  liberty,  rgeSed  the  propofals,  and  fent  Vh- 
iori^  the  Florentine  commander  of  his  galleys,  to  difpofe 
Francis  to  enter  into  the  propofed  league;  out  Vittori  died  at 
Florence  on  his  road.    The  expedations  of  the  public  firom 
the  deliverance  of  the  French  king  were  very  fanguine  ;  and 
it  is,  at  prefent,  a  doubtful  point  among  cafuifts,  whether  he 
was  bound  in  honour  and  confcienee  to  fulfil  the  terms  whidi 
he  had  granted,  while  he  was  under  durance,  and  were  coih 
fequently  extorted,  and  fo  detrimental  to  his  people  and  fuc* 
cefFors,  whofe  rights  and  poffef&ons  he  could  not  difpofe  oC 
The  latter  was  the  chief  argument  he  made  ufe  of  when 
he  arrived  at  Bayonne:  he  acquainted  the  viceroy,  who  pre&d 
him  to  ratify  the  treaty  of  Madrid^  that  he  could  not  do  n 
without  the  confent  of  the  flates  of  France.    When  the  pope 
and  the  Venetians^  who  thought  they  mufl  be  ruined  if  be 
performed  the  treaty  of  Madrid^  fent  agents  to  found  him 
on  that  head,  they  found  him  fumifhed  with  a  variety  cf 
arguments,  foreign  to  this  part  of  our  work,  to  prove  that 
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be  uf&  under  no  obligation  tp  io  it,  and  he  Ihew^d  himfetf 
J'fky  defirous  of  ehteruig  into  a  confederacy  with  the  Italian 
(laCe»  againft  Charksi  ^ 

The  caftlc  of  Mtlan^  which  held  out  againft  the  mip^'fygcafili 
rialtfts  far  Franas  Sf$r%a^  was  now  reduced  to  great  ftraitSja/^Milart 
and  the  whole  duchy  was  laid  by  de  Leva^  who  cominanded  ie/iegddi 
the  Spaniftf  troops,  und^r  the  moft  opptei&ve  contributions^ 
which  at  laft  drove  the  people  to  defpair ;    and  they  endea- 
Voured  to  expel  the  inaperial^fts  out  of  Mikm  i   biit  their  ef- 
forts were  in  vain^  and  fcrVed  only  to  cncreafc  their  miferics. 
The  pope's  fears,  at  this  time,  drove  hioi  to  a£l  with  ra(hne6 
and  precipitation.    loftead  of  waiting. the  refult  of  affairs  be- 
tween Franci^  and  Charles^  he  hurried  the  FtTietlans  and  the 
other  lidtian  powers  into  an  immediate  war,  before  the  Swi/si 
on  whom  his  great  dependence  lay,  were  in  readinefs  to  oiarch^ 
and  before  the  king  oi  England  had  fprmaily  acceded  to  the 
confederacy.    Orders  were  fent  <o  conclude,  in  all  events^ 
the  treaty  with  Francis ;  and  even  before  that  could  be  done^ 
both  he  anld  the  Venetians  put  tropps  in  motion  for  relieving 
the  caftle  of  Milan\   but  with  orders  not  to  a6l;  till  advice. 
^me  of  the  treaty  being  figned  by  Francis.    The  duke  of  ^ 
Urbin^y  now  general  of  the  Venetians f  advanced  towards  the ' 
jidda  with  their  men  at  arnns,  and  fix  thoufand  foot ;  and 
GuiJo  Rangone^  the  pope's  general,  had  orders  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs to  march  to  Piacenza  with  fix  thoufand  foot,  moft  of 
them  FUrentineSi    The  duke  of  Urbino  gz^e  it  as  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  confederacy  would  require  twelve  thoufand 
Swifsy  to  enable  it  to  ad  with  eiFedi  againft  Charles^  and  the 
levies  were  trufted  to  Giaiyacopo  de  Medici^  a  Milanefe^  and 
the  bifhop  of  Veruli.    They  each  engaged  to  raife  fix  thou-  Pretdtdi 
fand  men,  who  were  to  enter  upon  pay  as  foon  as  they  ar-  thnsfor 
rived  in  the  duchy  of  Milan.    Thofc  prpoeedipgsj  however,  its  reliif\ 
were  interrupted  by  the  irrefolution  of  Francisy  who  had  de- 
livered his  two  fons  to  Charles  zs  pledges  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  treaty  of  Madrid^  and,  on  their  account,  was 
very  backward  in  proceeding  to  hoftilities.    He  offered  Charles 
a  fum  of  money  in  lieu  of  Burgundy  \   but  he  affured  the  pope 
and  the  Venetians^  that  he  would  make  no  peace  with  CharUsi 
unle6  the  duchy  of  it//Z(7if  was  evacuated,  and  the  peace  of 
j/afy  fecured.  Charles  rejcdled  the  alternative  of  money ;  and^ 
rather  than  agree  to  the  propofals  of  Frances,  he  thought  of 
re-eftabli(hing  ^^2(7  in  the  duchy  of  Milan.    In  the  m^SLtiThel^id^ 
while,  the  pope  and  the  Florentines  took  into  their  pay  the  rentinei 
famous  Genoefe  admiral  Andrroj  Doria^  and  eight  of  his  gal-  titktDoxit 
lic^l,  under  pretence. of  freeing  thqfc  feas  of  the  Moors  and  in-  *^^t^* 
fidflsj  but,  jn  realii^,  to  oblige  the  imperialifts  to  raife  the 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXVI.        IC  k  £egt 
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fiege  of  Mlofiy  and  to  bring  about  a  revobtkn  in  Gmat* 
D$ruf%  yearly  paqr  was  thirty-five  thottfimd  docati  Gkn^fe, 
alarmed  with  the  novelty  6f  the  pope  and  the  /bfMffWf  be* 
coming  maritime  powers,  haftemd  die  duke  of  AirriMinto 
iiftf^,  and  ordered  all  the  naval  force  be  had  there  to  jofn  the 
Deft  of  hit  (bipe  of  war  at  BarceUna  to  oppofe  Dtrk.  Witboot 
lofing  fight  of  the  duke  of  Mikm^  be  ordered  Don /fii^ifr 
Momcada  to  repair  to  Jlf!fAm,  and  to  ofibr  to  make  up  ill  mat* 
ters  in  diffiBrence  between  them,  and  even  to  make  propoftli 
A.  D.  to  the  pope.  AAnciub^$joumcy  ferved  only  to  accelerate  the 
1 5 16.  negoctation  of  a  confederacy  againft  ChOrlts^  which  at  length, 
Attiatyt  on  the  ieventeenth  o\  May^  1526,  waa  concluded  betwra 
amdiii  die  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Frtncb  king  oA  one  part,  and 
*^'^*  thofe  of  the  pope  and  the  f^imtiam  on  the  other.  71iedikf 
articles  of  this  negotiation  relafed  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
Milamfi  to  Sfirxa^  and  to  the  procuring  the  libei^of  dM 
Frincb  king's  chtMren.  it  was  fHpulated,  that  at  pident, 
for  the  reiidF  ofFraruefc^  Sftrxa,  befieged  in  the  caftk  of  M- 
kny  and  for  the  recovery  of  that  ftate,  the  campaign  AmmM 
be  opened  widi  eight  hundred  men  at  arm%  feven  hundred 
light  horfe,  and  eight  tboufaiid  foot  for  the  poodf,  with 
e^t  hundred  men  at  arms,  one  thoufand  light  horfe,  aod 
four  thoufand  foot,  on  the  part  of  .the  FfuetUmi  $  and  with 
four  hundred  men  at  arms,  three  hundred  light  horfe,  and 
four  thoufimd  foot,  to  be  provided  by  the  duke  cfJdilmh  0 
foon  as  it  lay  in  his  power ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  pon* 
tiff  and  Venetians  mttt  to  fornifti  out  the  four  thoufimd  feol 
for  him  :  that  the  king  ibould  immediately  fend  into  Itdf  five 
hundred  lances;  and,'  during  the  war,  (hould  pay  every  noolh 
to  the  pontiff  and  Venetians^  forty  thoufimd  crownii  with 
which  Swifs  infantry  ihould  be  nufed  :  that  the  king  flioQid 
immediately  take  the  field  againfl  Chtnrks^  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  mountams,  on  what  quarter  ibould  appear  moft  conT^ 
ntent»  with  ao  army  of  at  leaft  tvro  thoufand  lances,  and  ten 
thoufand  foot,  with  a  fufficient  train  of  artillery  :  that  he 
fliould  fit  out  twelve  light  gallies,  and  the  Veneiiam  thirteen, 
at  their  own  charge  :  that  the  pontiff  ftiouid  join  with  thofc 
the  gallies  which  he  had  hired  from  AnJrtw  D$ria :  that  the 
charges  of  the  fliips  neceffiuy  for  the  faid  fket  ihould  beta 
common  :   and  that  the  fleet  ihould  fail  againft  Gema. 

It  was  likewife  agreed  amongft  the  contradiog  putiO' 
that  after  the  imperialifb  were  expelled  from  Lemhrdff  the 
confederate  forces  fkouM  attack  the  kingdom  ofNapUh  ^ 
that  the  pope  might  give  the  inveiliture  of  it,  widi  the  con* 
fent  of  the  allies,  to  any  perfoh  he  plealed  i  but  that  kfliooM 
be  rcftorcd  to  Cbarks^  if  within  four  omxhs  afbr  tbr  fioe 
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bf  its  being  eonq^ered,  he  flieuld  fet  at  liberty  the  French 
king's  children^  and  accede  to  the  prefenc  treaty;  that  Francis 
jDioiMd  not  only  defend  and  affift  the  duke  of  MHaity  but  en^ 
deavour  to  efied  a  new  confctieracv  between  him  and  the 
Swi/s^  Sfirza  paying  hiih  a  fub6dy  of  not  lels  than  fifty 
thoufand  crowns  a  yeari  and  that  Sforxa  (bould  likdwife 
inarry  fome  noble  French  lady  of  that  king's  chuOngi  that 
4fii  mould  be  ref^ored  to  Francis^  aiid  that  in  Genoa^  when 
reduced,  he  (hould  have  the  fame  fuperiority  as  heretofore  i 
that  the  ^(tofederates  (hould  oti^it  ho  means,  either  by  repre- 
sentation or  force,  to  bring  al)out  the  liberty  of  the  youn^ 
French  princes ;  that  after  the  ItaUan  wars  are  finiihed,  the 
confederates  ihould  be  obliged  to  affift  the  king  beyond  the 
mounuins  again  Chartes^  with  one  thoufand  men  at  arms^ 
fifteen  hundred  lieht  horfe,  and  eleven  thoufand  foot^  or 
with  moh^  inftead  of  troops^  at  the  king's  choice ;  that  nd 
member  of  the  confederacy  fliould  have  the  libeii^^  withotic 
the  eonfent  of  the  others,  to  make  an  agreement  with  Charlesi 
who  (hould  be  permitted  to  ma^e  a  progrefs  to  Rami  [in  caf^ 
he  entered  into  the  confederstt^]  for  the  imperial  brown,  with 
a  number  of  troops  not  forpiioable,  but  fuch  as  flibUld  be  di- 
xeSed  by  the  pontiflF  and  the  Venetians  \  that  in  d|fe  of  the 
^eath  of  any  member  of  the  alliance,  the  league  CBould  re* 
main  firm;  and  that  the  king  of  £iu^i!t'^  (hould  hjt  ph>tec» 
tor  and  conliarvator  of  the  fame,  with  liberty  to  ent^r  intb  it  | 
and  if  he  entered,  i  ibte  (hould  be  affiened  him  in  the 
kme;dom  di  Naples^  of  the  yearly  Revenue  of  fifty-three  thou- 
land  ducats^  and  one  of  ten  thoufand,  either  in  the  fame 
kingdom,  or  in  another  part  6f  Itahy  to  rhollify  tbti  cardinal 
ofrcrk. 

We  have  be^h  th£  oiiore  Explicit  in  siviiig  the  contents  Importance 
of  this  hew  holy  league,  as  it  is  called  by  fome  hi(brians,  ^/ivFlo-  ^ 
b^eaufe,  though  the  Florentines  were  not  mentioned  in  it  asrehtines; 
principal,  yet  all  Europe  very  juflly  Idoked  upon  them  as  be- 
ing the  chief  contra&ing  jpotrties.     Thfc  ecclefiaftical  do- 
minions, and  the  pope's  cotters,  weie  drain^  of  men  and 
Inoney^  and  could  fucnUh  little  or  nothing  towards  carrying 
on  the  war ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  t6  depchd  on  the  Floren» 
iines  alone  for  both.    It  is  remarkable,  that  the  Florentines 
were  eiteinpted  from  being  named  as  principals,   left  their 
t:ommerce,  with  the  towns  and  other  places  belonging  to 
CbarJes  (hould  be  interrupted  :    it  being  only  faid,  t^t  they 
^ould  enjoy  all  the  exemptions,  privileges,  and  benefits  pf  , 
the  confederacy,  as  much  ai  if  they  were  exprefly  compre- 
hended in  it,  the  pope  engaging  they  (hould  in  no  manner 
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oppofe  the  league '.  Notwithftandlng  thofe  plaufible  pretext^ 
we  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  omiffion  was  oviriifg^  in  a 
great  fneafure,  to  the  iealoufy  of  Clement^  who  thcfught  diaC 
the  naming  the  Florentines  ^s  principals,  gave  them  too  much 
the  air  of  independence  upon  bis  family. 

It  was  neceflkry  there  (hould  be  a  captain- general  ap- 
pointed for  the  army  of  this  league ;    but  the  time  prei&d  fo 
much,  that  the  parties  had  not  leifure  to  deliberate  on  an 
afFair  of  fo  great  moment.     Francis  delayed  the  ratification 
of  all  the  articles,  being  fttll  reludant  to  break  off  all  con- 
ferences with  the  viceroy  ;    but  put  his  army  in  motion,  aoJ 
remitted  his  firft  payment.     The  pope  appointed  Rangont  to 
command  his  erclertaftical  forces,  which  were  paid  by  /&- 
rcntine  money,  and  lay  now  at  Piacenza^  tvherc  he  ordered 
the  Florentine  men  at  arms  under  VitelUj  who  commanded 
them  in  chief  to  attend  him ;    and  he  appointed  the  braise 
Giovanni  de  Medici  to  be  captain-general  of  the  Italian  infan- 
try ;  as  he  did  the  hiftorian  Guicciardin^  then  preftdent  of  the 
Romagna^  to  be  lieuteoant-general  in  the  army,  and  in  all 
the  flate  of  the  church,  with  (as  he  tells  us  himfelf )  almoft 
unlimited  powers.     The  VeneticiH  antiy  lay  under  the  dake  of 
Vrbinoy  as  captain-general,  and  Pierd  de  Pefaro^  as  provcdi- 
-tor,  in  the  Brefc'tan ;   and  both  armies  had  orders  to  begin 
hoftilities  immediately  in  the  Milanefe. 
Negocia*        MONO  AD  A  was  then  in  the  caftic  of  Mlan^  and  cn- 
tionbe*      deavoured,  but  m  vain,  to  bring  the  duke  over  to  his  ma- 
ty^f^f^   Iter's  intereft.    Yrom  Milan  he  proceeded  to  ^/tor,  where, 
"*'T^j^     with  the  duke  of  Sejfa  and  the  imperial  generals,  he  prcfentcd 
and  the      himfelf  before  the  pope,  and  haughtily  offered  him  either 
^^^'  peace  or  war.    Clenunfi  anfwer  was,  that  he  could  determioe 

upon  neither,  without  confulting  his  ally  the  king  of /r^nor. 
This  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  certain  information  which 
Moncada  had  of  the  lately  conclu(]^  holy  league ;  and  next 
day  he  offered,  in  the  name  of  his  mafier,  to  reinftate  Sf&rxA 
in  the  duchy  ofMHan^  provided  that  caftle  wasdepofited  in  die 
hands  of  Caracciolo^  till  certain  immaterial  forms  of  trial, 
which  were  requifite  for  Charles*$  honour,  could  be  gone 
through ;  but  the  pope  perfifling  in  his  anfwer,  Mancdx 
and  the  imperialifls  left  J^^;^^  indifgufl.  The  duke  tifUr- 
bino  now  acted  as  captain-general  of  the  holy  league  ;  and 
though  letters  from  de  Leva  and  the  nuu'quis  of  Guo^b  had 
been  intercepted,  prefling  Moncada  to  come  to  an  accoco- 
modation  with  the  pope,  on  account  of  the  ruinoas  ftate  o( 
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ihcU  mailer's  affairs  in  Lombardyy  jrct  the  duke  had  fo  bad 

an  opinion  of  the  Italian  infantry,  and  fo  high  an  one  of  the 

Sfanijh  and  German^  that  he  refufed  to  pafs  the  Adda^  unlefs 

he  was  i^einforoed  by  five  thqufs^nd  Swifs,     lie  would  not  even 

pafs  the  Oglio^  unlefs  he  was  joined  by  the  ecclefiadical  and 

Flonntim  army,  which  lay  near  Placenta ;  ajnd  then  he  propofed 

to  entrench  himfelf  upon  the  banks  of  the  Adda  till  the  S'-juifs 

fliould  arrive.   Thb  dependence  proved  very  precarious.    The 

commiflWies  for  raiQng  than  had  neither  money  nor  cred^ 

for  bringing  into  the  field  the  numbers  they  had  engaged  for^ 

and  grf4(  part  of  the  levy-money  was  embes^zled  by  the  con- 

ua^ors,    Thofe  mifms^nagemeats  retarded  the  relief  of  the 

caMtoi  Milan  \    at^d. the  citizens,  having  again  broken  out 

into  open  hof^ilitiea  againft  the  imperialifls,  were  again  quelled 

and  reduced  by  the  deaths  and  expulfion  of  the  ringleaders. 

To  make  fome  amends  for  this  difappointment,  for  fuch  i^£odi/2rr. 

was  to  the  army  of  ih«  league,  the  dMke  of  Uriinq  and  Oio-prifgd. 

^anni  de  Medici  furprifed  Ledi  and  its  garfifon,  oi>e  of  the 

firongefl  and  noofl  important  fortifications  in  all  I^wibard^* 

The  taking  of  L$di  might  have  been  deflrwdjve  to  ^^^j„aaiviiv 
imperial&As  in  L^mbardy^  hs^  it  not  been  for  (he  oyer  ^^^x^  of  the  duke 
tion  of  the  duke  of  Urhino^'  who  continued  fingl^  in  his  opi-^Urbino. 
n:on,  though  a  pafTage  over  the  JJda  wajs  now  fecured,  againft 
marching  to  AIila»f  without  a  large  body  of  Szvifs,  At  laft 
he  yield^  fo  far  as  to  confent  to  move  froip  l,odi ;  but  with 
v«ry  flow  marches,  and  halting  every  fecond  day  in  expeda- 
tion  of  the  Swi/s.  The  whole^army  of  the  league  being  now 
joined,  amounted. to  twenty  tboxifaod  foot,  with  a  propor- 
tionable number  of  cavalry  3  but  the  ^irfi//i^  troops  were 
much  better  mounted,  and  fupplied  with  arms,  artillery^  am- 
munition, and  proviiions.  The  force  they  had  to  encounter 
was 'Only  three  thoufand  German^  and  between  five  and  fix 
thoufand  Spmiifl)  foot,  lying  in  Milan^  but  defiitute  of  every 
thing.  There  being  yet  no  appearance  of  the  Swifs^  the 
confederates,  flow  as  their  marches  were,  drew  near  to  Mihn  ^ 
and  a  council  of  war  was  held  upon  their  method  of  approach- 
ing to  relieve  the  caftle.  The  duke  of  Urbino  had  not  been 
formally*  conftituted  captain-general,  and  only  a£led  as  fuch  ^ 
with  the  tacit  confc;nc  of  the  other  confederate  ofHcers,:on 
/^count  of  bis  great  authority  and  reputation.  Guicciardi^^ 
therefore,  and  the  Florentine  generals,  and  even  the  Venuiau  .   . 

proveditor  himfeif,  were  very  free  iq  cenfuring  his.bapk,w^rd- 
nefe,  and  blaming  him  for  the  fine  opportunity  he  .was  lofing 
of  relieving  the  caftle.     At  laft,  about  fifteen  hundred  of  the  % 

Swifs  arriving,  be  was'  prevailed  on^  though  againft  his  in- 
cHnation>  to  advance  within  three  miles  of  Milan  ^   at^i  in  a 

K  k  3  coun- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


goi  '       Tbe  Htftpry  cf  Florence; 

coqncil  of  virar,  it  wks  determined,  Juiy  59  by  his  fi>Ic  atldMH 
rity,  Co  take  pofleffion  of  the  fubiifhs. 
Thiduhof    The  night  before  thi9  meafure  was  to  have  been  put  in 
Bourbon    exectftion,  the  duke  of  B^ttrbwi^  who  had  arrived  at  Gemn 
y"^'  '*  with  fix  gatlies,  and  bills  of  exchange  for  one  hundred  Aou- 
f ^y*        fand  ducats,  threw  bimTclf  at  the  head  of  eight  bwpdrcd  cho- 
fen  Spanijh  foot  into  Milan^.    His  arrival  eave  great  fpirit  to 
the  imperialifts  in  that  city,  and  as  lAuch  di^aiet  tothe  pope. 
By  the  original  plan  of  the  War,  Dorla  had  undeitaken  for 
the  redqAion  of  Genoa^  if  joined  by  the  French  g^tUes  at 
MarfeiUes^  when  hoftjlities  conMcticed  in  lAnAar^.    Fran- 
f/V,  who  was  flill  folicitous  about  his  children,  had  onritted  to 
give  orders  for  this  jundion,  wbidb  would  have  rendered  ZV 
ria  fuperior  at  fea  1  fo  that  he  pouM  not  only  have  prevented 
the  Spamjh  galUes  from  entering  Gema^  but  have  (hot  up  its 
port,  which  in.  a  very  (hoft  time  muft  have  obliged  that  city 
ro  fubmit.    The  arrival  of  the  duke  of  BourioH  in  Mta^  b^ 
fn^  unknown  to  the  confederates,  the  Avkt  of  V^hm  advanced 
with  great  confidence  againft  the  (iiburbs,  where  he  expedci 
po  oppofition ;  but  he  found  theiii  well  guarded,  and  ohfti- 
siately  defended.     Thb  difappoihtntent  made  him  idapfe 
into  s^ll  his  appreheofions  from  the  valour  and  ^iipipline  of  the 
enemv;  and  though  he  had  msde  fuch  difpofition^  that,  not- 
witbftanding  all  the  refinance  be  met  with,  he  iteft  have 
carried  the  place;  yet  all  of  a  fudden,  in  the  night  of  the  t> 
venth  of  Jufyt  he  ordered  the  artillery  and  amqiunidon  to  be 
drawn  o0v  and  all  the  Vmrthn,  troops  to  prepare  for  z  march; 
and  he  (ent  notice  to  the  ^dnn^ti^^  apd  the  other  senoabi 
that  he  expeded  they  would  follow  his  example.     It  was  ia 
vain  for  them  to  repair  to  his  head-quarters,  to  enquire  hitq 
the  reaibn  of  fo  fudden  and  difagreeable  a  refblution.  1  be  rea- 
fens  he  affigned  were,  tfie  cowardice  of  th^  Atf&ss 'infkmry, 
and  the  difpofitions  which  the  enemy  had  made  of  their  artfl- 
lery.    He  concluded,  with  peremptorily  infifting  upon  a  re- 
treat to  $tfif  Martino^  where  there  was  a  ftrong  camp,  and 
that  the  army  was  not  properly  encamped  on  the  (jfot  where 
they  1/^ere. 
Reprifin-        i  HQSB  reafons  were  far  from  being  reliflied  by  the  other 
iaiioms  of   generals.     OteicektrJin  reprefented  to  him  the  danger,  at  weH 
poicdar-  as  di%race,  of  ib  fudden  a  decampment,  whicb  would  dif* 
din  to  the  courage  the  pope,  the  Fbrentimsy  Mid  the  Vetutiatt^  fo  much, 
duke  of     that  it  would  ruin  all  the  purpofes  of  the  league ;  and  pro- 
Urbino  •«  pofed  to  encamp  in  a^nother  maniter.    The  duke  of  IJMm 
f^hring 
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wouM  hear  no  rtt&mUig  upon  this  fadul,  tnd  hb  troops  began 
tbdr  inarch  in  a  moft  iimolar  tumaltuout  manner.  Acoord«>  ^ 
ing  to  P^mjmus^  and  other  amhorS)  Giwanni  ii  MtSti 
gallatttiv  refiifal  eo  decamp  by  nidhc ;  and  at  break  of  day  he 
gave  a  furiout  afiault  upon  the  KMimm  gate  of  Mibm^  and 
made  his  retreat  in  good  order.  TIr  doke  of  VrHn9^  inftead 
of  hafeing^  as  he  had  ordered  kb  annyt  at  Boh  Msrtino^  ift- 
filed  orders,  while  they  were  on  their  march,  for  their  pro^ 
ceeding  ibme  miles  farther  to  Mangfum^f  under^retence  dial 
they  woold  be  there  more  (afb  from  chek  being  attacted  by 
th^  Impsriadifts  (A).  When  Gmtt^tUn  and  the  Fbnmint 
genciiali  applied  to  hknv  to  know  the  reaibo  of  this  fre(h  dif- 
enac^  be  r^fed  to  give  them  any  ahfwer ;  but,  pointing  to 
bis  general^  baton^  he  told  fhem>  while  he  held  thst,  he  was 
refohed  to  fuBbr  410  encfoachment  upon  his  authority. 
,  As  the  duke  xjfUtUm  had  been  always  noted  both  for  cou« 
r^  and  condudy  his  behavioornt  this  time  aqiaased  the  piib<- 
lic;  and  the  rather,  becaoie,  while  he  lay  encamped  ut  Afa* 
riptim^  be  decUced^  that  he  found  the  attempt  to  relieve  the 
cMe  ofMlkm  fo'diflcillt,  that  he  would  not  refume  it>  tinleft 
he  was  at  the  bead  of  twel^  thotifand  8w/s^  and  of  an  army 
doiMi^  to  that  of  4ie  enemv, 

^  Ths  imperialifb  in  MSmh  coidd  fcaroe  beliere  their  eyes,  His  m§* 
whm  tbey  faw  the  diibiderly  retreat  of  the  confederates, /iW. 
nor  idid  they  Ibnd  a  fingle  troop  out  to  moieft  them)  and  this 
dmw  frefh  reproadiM  upon  the  duke  ofUrUno  from  the  other 
genemls.  It  was  thought,  with  fome  appearance  of  reafon, 
that  4h6  duke  was  ietittly  difkuAed  at  the  FldreHtims^  who 
amtinued  to  keep  poflisffion  of  a^ir  2>  and  AfonttFebrc^  and 
with  the  houfe  of  MnSfh  becaufe  the  daughter  of  Ltemt;^  d$ 
Mtdici  bore  the  title  of  ducheft  €)fUrUn$%  and  likewife,  that 
he  refented  the  hardfhips  that  had  been  put  upon  him  hf 
pope  £##,  and  by  Clment  himfelf»  while  he  was  a  cardinaL 
Some  imagined,  that  he  had  fecret  inflruAions  from  the  fenate 
of/^/nfforwfaat  he  did;  but  that  is  improbable,  becaufe  it 
was  againft  the  VtHeHan  intereft  as  well  as  glory.  Guic^tfr^, 
tlmk  of  opinion,  that  he  really  difbufted  the  Italian  foot; 
nod  was  afraid  of  being  defeated  by  the  ImperiaKfh.  What* 
ever  may  be  in  thofe  conjeduresj^  it  is  certinn  that  this  retreat 
was  fatal  to  the  leagoe.  The  pope  had  depended  on  the  rcn 
dudion  of  A£knf  and  had  no  reiburces  either  cf  courage, 
conftancy,  or  money.    A  body  of  Spamjbtootf  garrifoned  at 

<A)  Gidt€kmdt»f  in  fpeak-  de/at,  and  have  Aid,  Fim\ 
m^^s  flight*  Aid,  that  the  <»MV  fipt  I'Came,  I  bw,  i 
dokemight  reverie  Che  boaft  of  fled. 
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dr^/,  laid  wade  all  the' eccleiiaftical  dominions,  ud  cut 
ofFthe  cotpmunication  between  Flonnce  and  the  army,  wbicii 
was  thereby  diftrefled  for  want  of  money*    As  to  the  Fbrem^ 
iinesy   they  ftill  continued  to  fupply  him;  but  the  neceffities 
of  his  holinefs  were  now  encreafed. 
fhefofe        The  family  of.  Coknna^  and  the  imperial  party  about  R^tm^ 
{iifirejftd    had  fomented  infurredions  in  that  city,  and  were  aAually 
f>?  Rome  \  inornsks  in  its  neighbourhood.    This  laid  the  pope  under  pn>* 
digious  inconvenienoes,  as  the  war  was  now.  carried  on  at 
the  gates  of  his  own  capital.    He  begaq  to  contrive  how  to 
^Iter  the  government  of  SiemM-y  and  was,  by  a  pretended 
tr^it£»r,  deluded  into  an  attempt  upon  that  city,  whidi,   in 
i:are  of  a  war  continuing,  he  thought  wpuld  \k  of  the  ot- 
inoft  confequence  both  to  Rome  and  Fionnuy  if  it  was  reduced 
to  his  power.    The  plot  being  difcovered,  thefSiimufir  treat* 
cd  the  plotters,  foidiers,  and  patty,  with  fo  much  indignity, 
that  he  employed  a  boc^  of  fUtentwit  iaconjuo£iioo  wtdi 
his  own  troops,  ,to  reduce  them  by  fofde^    The^ldiers  cm* 
ployed  upon  this  occafion^  amounted  lio  ^weli^e  hundred  boife 
and  eight  thoufand  foot^  bqt  all  of  them  new  raifed   raw 
^roops,  and  they  approached,  the  wails  of  Sienna  with  nine 
pieces  of  cannon.     This  army  had  in  .it-ii  great  number  of 
exiles,  whote  irttereQ  kvithiii  the  city  was  very.  confidcraUe  i 
and  they  had  given  the  Florentines  the  flfongcft  aflurasiccs 
that  the  army  would  np  fooner  appear  befote  the  city,  cImo 
^n  infurre^^on  of  the  people  would  happen.    At' the  £ime 
time  Dmay  with  the.  pope's  Jcec,  ,waa  employed  in  battedag 
the  ports  of  the  Siemufe  by  fea;  but  the  b^tr^d  which   the 
Siennefej  of  all  ra^nks,  entertained  of  the  pop^  and  the  FloreH* 
tinesj  defeated  all  the  hopes  of  the  latur.     No  infurre£lioa 
took  place,  aqd  the  Florentines  were  obliged  to  lay  a  regular 
|ie^e  to  the  city. 
^ees  to        His  holinefs  being  thus,  as  ufual,  difappointed  in  his  fan^ 
^tfiin(/?/V^gu{n^  expedations,  began  to  give  ^^  xo  momada^  who  had 
now  jeturned  toRer^y  under  pretence  of  mediating  between 
him  and  the  Colonna  party  and  the  Sienne/e.    l^his  happened 
at  the  time  wbpn  bQ(h  he  and  the  Florentines  were  thiokii^ 
of  withdrawing  their  army  from  Siertna.    But  an  accommo- 
dation being  nqw  prppofed,  ;hey  defended  it,  as  thin^cing  that 
the  continuance  of  tne  armv  before  Sienna  would  give  weight 
to  th^  negpciation.    At  lau,  being  diiappointed  in  that  ex* 
pedation  likewife,    orders  were  actually  fent,   both   from 
Rome  and  Florence^  for  raifing  the  fiegc.     The  day  b^re 
tlfofe  orders  were  tp  have  been  executed,  four  huodrad  fabt  of 
the  befieged  faliied  out  of  the  city  and  attacked  the  artillery^ 
yvhich  was  guarded  by  a  regimeat  under  J^cofo  Corfi,   which 
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Immediately  gave  way;  and  the  whole  army  fdUo^ing  the 
rxample,  »«total  flight  cnfued,  and .  the  beTicgcrs  left  in  the 
hands  of  their  enemies  ten  pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the 
Fknniinis^  and  (even  belonging  to  the  Parugians  or  the 
pope;   all  which  were  carried,  with  great  triumph,   into 

The  progre(s  pf  th/e  war  in  Ltmbardy  continued  (HH  to  Diflre/s  of 
bt  ufifuccefsfuU  W  thefart  of  the  league, .  Five  thouiand  of  ^^^  Mil^- 
jthe  Swifs  troops  were  arrived^  jfeat  the.  duke  of  Urbino  refufed  '^^^^• 
10  refume  tb<S  pporatioiwi  of.  ihd  campaign,  without  a  farther 
^einforcennent,  which,  pn.^cc^ntof  the  infolence  and  avarice 
/of  the  people,  qpuld  not  be  obtained.  The  imperjalifts  a* 
vailed  themfelves  of  the  duke's  ina£)iviiy  .to  fortify  Iliikn^ 
and/to  plunder  the  titieens^  :Whp(<^.  opprefliona  grew  every 
day  more  intQlerabli^  They;  had  no  r-ecourfe  but  in  the  duke 
of  B^urboHy  on  whom  Charles  was  faid  to  have  beA^wed  their 
cicy  and  duchy*  They  therefore  addrefled  him  in  a  body,  for 
relief  to  their  ^iferies.  He.  promifed  them  reTief,  upon  their 
paying  a  fum  of  money  ;  but  after  that  .was  paid,  their  dtf- 
uefs  was  luch  that  many  of  them  put  an  ei>d.  to  their  livevr- 
The  army  of  the  league  lay  dill  at  M^ign^ne ;  and;  it  was,  at 
laft>  re(pWed  fomake  ^o  aUempt  for  th^  relief^  of  the^  qa(Ue; 
but  after  a  £Fiiit)e(s  d^iptionjor  tl^t  purpofe  had  beeo  made> 
it  iurreod^j»i1>iir  c^tpUMlaciot)  op  the,  a4th  of  July^  After  fhe 
furr^(dpr».<^e^^uke  of  Urbiw  infixed  uppn.a  general  ofahe.^ .  . 
whole  Jk»gU9  bejng  f#rynally  cbplen^  but  that  e^ipii  wa3 
|x]iftpoiied.|  aad  %\it  French  )iing  growing  rif mifs  j^a  proT^jHi^g 
tbe,war,  fhe^pope  Ip^  all.fpiri^  ,  It  i^  dblen^sd,  .however^ -by 
hiftoriaas,'  tb^  during  this^ftate  of  inaflivityi  Ginufnnt  de 
jl^iy^Vi  (r^lnfd.the  Fiorentim inUntry  in  fuch  a-ma^i^r,  ^t, 
from  being  jconi^mptible,  ;bey  became  the  beid  troops  in  ^^ 
army.  The  pppe,;  ^y  ihia.tipi^^grfw  jealoos  of  the  king  of 
Engfandy  wbl)  bad-  not  fulfilled  hifr  engagements  with  the 
league;,. and  he  folicitc^  i^t  French  king  to  join^wirh  hitn 
and  the  Venstiansy  in  the  invafion  of  Naples  by  fea  and  And; 
hwt^Francis  continued  ftill  to  treat  with  Charles^  who  applied 
bimfelf  more  than  ever. .to  the  affairs  of  the  war;  and  his 
generals  in  X^m^r^  took  Cremona^  which  the  generals  of 
the  confcflerates  again  befieged,  and  it  was  again  yielded  to 
Sforza.  In  the  mean  while  the  marquis  of  Mantuay  who 
remained  inadive,  an^  whofe  territories  were  in  conunon  to 
both  parties,  was  again  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  Floreniinesy 
his  fornoer  time  of  fervice  being  expired.  He  was  in  no  great 
reputation  amongft  the  confederate  generals,  and,  not  being 
employed,  he  wifely  kept  his  dominions  neutral,  by  pleading  . 
{9  Charles  that  he  was  in  |he  pay  of  the  Florentines^  and  to  the 
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kigue  lliat  be  was  tht  feudattiy  of  the  etnpeior.    ft  wm^ 

koweveri  Aeceflary  for  the  Fbroiiims  to  ttep  Urn  ia  pay^ 

bctaufe  of  the  convenient  (kisutioii  of  ho  flates. 

Ti^FIo-       The  Fkretftints^  about  this  time,  4>egto  fcry  feoffidyto 

rendnes    feel  theexpencd  of  the  war^  elpecialiy  in  £«iAin^,  nvhick 

|M/^.      was  carried  on  almoft  intirely  at  their  diarge ;  and  fhewed  h 

much  reludance  to  advance  more  moneys  di«t  his  holjoeft 

Wafe  obliged  to  conopromtfe  itiafteVB  wicb  Mb  enemies  of  tte 

family  c?  CoihnftM^  ^Who^'  bfeflkinj?  their  agreemem,  CurpcifisA 

the  gates*  of  J2m^  plundered^  iioi'>ofi(y  his  palMcy  Wt  the 

the  caftle  of  S/.  At^elo^  s^d  laimrK^tds  16  taate  a  truce  ^viili 
the  i^p«yiilifts  for  four  teOrnhs.  The  :F&r#)i/iiMr  vi^etfe  !»• 
t:liidedid  this  tmce^ n^teh  was  veiy  diftdvantageous  to  hii 
iidinefi;  By  it  he  wati  obliged  to  withdrMr  alt  hia  croope 
iirom  Lmibardyx  Ko  <drder  Ai5tew  D^u  to  Mtft  frem  aJl 
lioftile  enterprities  by  fea ;  to  pardon  tbt  Cojoftm  fttml^y^  and 
10  give  hoftages  for  the  peifcHimance.  This  nmee  bieke  aH 
lihe  fcheme  of  operations  in  Lembardfj  at  the  very  time  whetii^ 
^y  the  juhfifon  of  the  Ftemh  troops  under  the  marquis  of 
S^/vs^,  they  began  to  wear  i  more  ftvourabte  ^fpuQL  The 
Tb€  fdfi  p6pe,  ho#e\^r,  found  meaiis  To  fiir  to'evtfie  the  trvce^  Aat 
tahs  r#.  he  ordered  four  thoo&nd  bf  the  Pkrtftri^  troops  to  ranSiai 
/«if#  /» /iif  wkh  thofe  in  the  lea^e  Mder  Oimamn  4i  MMei^  6ti  ptt* 
cafiUofSt.\gi^ct  of  their  bavnifr  been  taken  fet*  k  cMam  ifine  iiif64e 
Angclo.  F,,^nA  jnjw  C^rli$  le^n  <now  to  fliew  timfeir  «  gfeat  and 
dn  able  pijMie;  and  iiiftead  of  hetng  amtlTed  hy  Ae^Wr  of- 
fers of  thepepe  ixA  h]s oonf(Hiei$te»,  \vKk^hf1tk€ Engl^ 
lambaflyor,  he^quipped  "an  «to«im^i|t  ftf  fc^-  finl  ia  the 
foiet  xJ  Oarthapinij  and  aifel-  putting  onlxMd  it^'tbotrfnid 
tioops,  he  I'ent  it  ^to  liai;.  The  Wiir  KAl  wem  onto  Lmk^rij^ 
bctaufe  th^  popfe^  allies  wete^not  hJFeAdl  by  the  truee  he  had 
imade  at  ISjme ;  but  nothing  (tedfive  Happehed  on  tiAer  mt. 
The  duke  i^Uthino  (Kll  continued  tb^iA^r  \t  opiniOii  ftom 
all  the  other  generals  of  ^€  league,  ahd  was  thereforis  uolbr- 
tunate  in  ilfhfs  ddKgns  and  bperations.  The  pope,  dtar 
rendering  Wtfifelf  cdntetnptible  to  all  the  eoertt  of  Emrvft^ 
by  the  pufillanimity  atid  incbnfiftemfy  of  hh  coi^d^,  leaving 
ydcalled  part  of  his  troops  ^om  Unibttrdj^  employed  them 
^nder  Viieih  againft  the  CdlifnUK^  who  he  law  had  ferced 
them  into  the  truce.  This  Rhfertie  likewife  proving  indlec* 
tua),  he  entered  into  a  negociatidn  with  thethikettf  Arr»rtf» 
^hich  was  broken  off  by  the  arrival  Of  the  Spar^  troops  in 
Italy^  and  by  Qnirlis  fendmg  to  the  duke  the  ittveftiture  of 
•  Mvdena  and  Reggio.  By  this  time,  a  frefli  krmy  of  about 
fourteen  thoufand  Gtrmani^  uhder  Fronjberg^    had  entered 


Digitized 


by  Google 


The  Hi^iry  pf  VkfttMt.  507 

Ltmimrifi  and  were  oppoied  by  the  amy  under  the  duke  6f 
Uriino\  but  in  a  (kiraiUh  at  Bwpfstti^  iki  the  Mamutm^ 
Qkwaai  Jk  AAdid  loft  hb  life,  to  the  in-gMuaUe  damage  of 
the  confederates,  though  he  was^  at  the  time  of  bis  deaths 
lio  moie  than  twenty^^niae  years  of  age.    Ne^octatfama^  jie^ 
verthdeA,  ftiU  went  on  s   and  while  the  iaippBrtal  armyt  and  '^  ^'^^ 
;hat  of  the  league^  were  fighting  in  the  fiel4»  their  minifters  ^^/£ 
were  treating  in  the  cabinet,  both  with  e^l  efiedj  for  the  {7/^^^ 
fntt  was  carrjfd  on  with  pufiUanimity,  and  the  negoctations  Lombar- 
maaagfd  with  infiocerity.    The  pope  m#  every  day  more  dy. 
tofitemptSd^  uid  was  dderted  by  the  Fr^uhMti  in  aa  ex- 
pedition he  had  ibraicd  a^ainft  Naplitj  which  ar  mfthad  very 
promifing  appearances  offiicceA.     The  duke  ofBiurbw  was 
now  advancing  againft  Rmi  Itlidf^  by  the  way  of  Titfimiy% 
and  hi»  bolineft  was  infinrteiy  aiixioys  about  flie  tee  of  Fh' 
rematy  being  followed  but  at  the  diftance  of  about  thirty 
inilesby  the  didee  of  IA^Mm,  whole  cmrni  wusataiuchap-^ 
plabded  by  th^  Venttians^  as  it  was  blamed  by  the  pope. 

Oh  the  third  of  Januarj^  ^S^lf  ^  ^^  ^  IfrUnt  fiavSng  D^^w  y 
luhranced  as  far  as  Parma^  be^an,  undff  cdour  of  illnefs^  to  *^  ^  ^ 
fnake  prq>arations  for  returning  so  LtvAmiy*    He  wis  ftSl  l^ibiao. 
attended  by  Giiiiaardin$  who,  from  the  beginnings  of  the 
year^  had  obfenred  that  the  duke  had  done  all  in  his  power 
|o  cnA  the  intereft  of  thepope  and  the  Fhrgnthusi  ind  ftom 
iome  words  that  had  dropped  ftom  him,  he  peroeived  he  was 
|iot  to  be  latiaiied,  unleft  the  latter  rcftored  so  him  San  Li§ 
«nd  Msntifikto.    GmmartSn  knew  that  the  ^Hiblic  voice  at 
^fknncimu  for  the  reftituoon,  and  ventured,  in  thekiame 
pf  the  republic,  to  promife  it,  and  even  pretended,  that  he 
ireceived  )et«6is  from  his  holincft  so  that  effiiA;  fiofr  whidi^ 
^lowever,  his  "^fm  afterwards  blamed  by  the  pope. 

Tifv  duke  of  Ftrrar^^  thou^  he  did  not  serve  paribnally  tiSi^  ^^^hI^ 
in  the  tmperiai  army,  direded  all  its  motions}  and,  1^  his^Boor* 
fldvice^  the  duke  of  Bowrhm^  without  amufing  himfelf  with  boa  id- 
«dcing  or  gi|rrifonin|  (hialler  places,  pointed  his  nuuch  to-  vamtt 
m^s^FknMuA  R^.    His  army  was  in  a  moft  wretched  ^^/ 
condition,  and  bis  troops  obliged  to  pay  themfelves  by  the  *^^^y 
pontribotiqns  whkh  they  levied  upon  the  places  through  which  ««««>««• 
they  paffid.    The  Sp0Hjh  fo9t  at  firft  mutinied,  and  were, 
with  bme  (KAcnhy,  reduced  to  older  by  the  dukei  but  the 
CirmMfUj  who  had  npt,  ever  finoe  their  being  raifed,  received 
above  three  ducats  a  man,  ferved  chei^ully  under  the 
^commaild  of  Ftm^btrg^  whom    they  entirely  loved,    and 
who  promifed  them  the  plunkler  of  iMi#,  and  the  rich  haVtan 
provinces.    |t  was  with  fome  difflcuhy  that  the  marquis  of 
JEi&dsxf  fecured  Btkpm,  from  being  furpnied  by  the  imperial- 
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ifls.  The  duke  of  Bourben  was  now  arrived  at  Bmnp9rH\ 
and  in  a  peifonal  interview  he  had  with  the  dake  of  Ptrrfir^ 
at  Finaitf  be  was  confirmed  in  bis  purpofe  of  mardiiog  di- 
redly  to  FUrenci^  and  from  thence  to  Rami^  though  unpro- 
vided with  monejTy  artillery)  pioneers,  provifions,  ^res,  aod 
every  thing  that  could  promife  him  fucce&  in  fo  ic^ptrut  an 
iindertakiog.  Being  arrived  in  the  B^Iignefe^  he,  pretending 
that  he  was  inardiing  to  the  rrfief  of  the  kingdom  of  NafkSf 
demanded  a*  fuf^ply  of  provifions.  This  demand  not  being 
..r  fyccdWf  complied- with,  becaufe  the  imperialifts  bad  do  ino> 
ney^  they  were  obliged  to  enlarge  their  quarters ;  and  had 
there  been  .the  kadk  condu^  or  .union  amongft  the  generab 
of  the  loagtie,  they  might  have  been  eafily  furprized  and  cut 
iq  pieces ;:  for  the-  &fanijb  Cbot  again  .mutinied  for  their  pay, 
and  had  dmoft  kilted  the  duke  oif  Biurion^  in  endeavouring 
to^appcaft  them, -vrhich  be  could  noC  do  without  giving 
them  a  iam  of  bhqb^,  whieh  he  borrowed  from  die  d\Ax 

of  FerJMm;       »  ;     ;> 

-piftr^s'^f^   Po>B  Cltmni  had)  ii6(W. nothing  to  truft  to  but  thciwnts 

fht  popt    if  the  impertalifio^  for  pr^ferving  h'mifelf  on  the  poimfical 

inarea/es.   ilmone.     AH  the  potppous  promifes  that  had  been  made  bits 

ky  the  Fnmh  kin^,  were  now  vanifbed  into  air;  and  though 

lie  }fing'o{\Englmd  Qill  continued  his  profeffioos  of  ftienl- 

Kip  to 'the  kague,  yet  he  was  at  190  great  a  diftance  toaffixJ 

Itsholinefs  any  iofunedjaie  f e)tef»  Tht  FenetUms  wereilov 
I  their  motions,.  aM  backward  in  their  .payments;  h  dm 
t(^  troops  under  the  marquis  oiSaluzxo^  quanered  in  the  Si* 
hgnefe^  could  not  be  brought  to  move;  but,  above  all,  he 
dreaded  the  fpirit  of  the  Flveniimsj  who  were  now  extfpe- 
rated  beyotid  meafure,  on.  account  of  the  imnaenfe  funis  tbit 
had  been  extorted  from  them»  without  their  having  the  leaft 
prorpe(5l  of  beinjK  teimburfed.  All  thofe  confideratk>ns  deter- 
mined the  poQti«  to  enter  into  t  negociation  with  the  impe- 
rial agents  at  RotiUf  for  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  during  eight 
mpnths»  which  was  at  laft- concluded;  upon  h'ls  hoUne/t  pif- 
ing  to  the  imperial  army  ftSLty  thoufand  ducats^  and  reinfiit- 
ing  the  Cohnnas  in  their  lands  and  privileges*  It  was  IHv- 
wife  agreed,  that  ail  the  places  which  h^  been  taken  b; 
either  parly  in  the  ecclefiailical  ftate,  or  the  kingdom  of 
Naples p  fhovM  be  reftored»<  Aceruin  timeivas.to  bealkK* 
ted  for  the  king  of  Fnpui  and  the  Vinftiam  to  accede  to  this 
armifttce;  and  the  G^rm^w^i  in  any  eyent^  were  to  et'ioMte 
the  ecclefuftical  ftate,  and  that  of  Flffreiui^g  upon  the  pofc 
paying  tbem  the  farther  fum  of  forty  thoufand  ducats* 
Imprudence  This,  agreement  made  the  pope  perfc^y  foCurc,  aod  the 
oftbfpope.  rather^  bccaufc  his  lieuicnww,  Guicdar4m^  hadJiueroept^ 
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fottic  letters  from  the  duk6'  of  Bourbon^  by  wtnch^it  dppearea 
that  he  wasm'tlic  utmoft  ifefpair  and  diftrefs.  He  ihere-  . 
fore  imprudently  dtfmiRed;  all  his  army,  excepting  one 
hundred  K^t  horfe' and  two  thoufand  foot,  and  fent  Fiera-- 
mojciy  one  of  the  imperial  tagents,  who  had  concluded  the 
armiftice  into  the  Bolognfft^  to  procure  the  acceffion  of  i\^ 
duke  of  Bourbon  to  the  fame.  That  duke,  partly  through 
policy,  and  panly  difpirited  by  the  temper  of  his  army  intent 
on  plunder,  delayed  the  ratification,  and  was  buiied  in  pro^ 
curing  from  the  duke  of  Ftrrara  a  fupply  of  all  kinds  of 
neceiuries  for  hb  army*  The  pope  ordered  GmHtardin  to 
apply  to  the  duke,  but  he  received  only  fair  words ;  and  at 
laft  Bmrbofiy  pretending  to  be  over*ruled  by  the  tumultuous 
difpofition  of  his  army,  gave  orders  for  4ts  marcing  forwards. 
According  to  the  beft  information,  that  duke  was  a£lualty 
n6  longer  mafter  of  his  army,  which  would  have  killed  a 
meflenger  frdb  the  viceroy  of  Naples^  fent  to  defire  him  to 
accept  of  the  truce,  had  he  not  fled.  The  pope  thought 
that  money  alone  was  wanting  to  flop  his  progrefs,  and  he 
threw  the  charge  of  providing  it  upon  the  Florentines.  Even 
the  viceroy  oflFered  Bourbon  twenty  thoufand  ducats  to  ap- 
peafe  his  troops.  But  all  was  ineffedual  \  Guicdardin  now 
faw  that  nothine  but  the  adivity  of  the  confederates,  who 
were  in  the  Bolognefe^  could  fave  the  holy  fee  from  ruin, 
and  therefore  he  folicited  the  marquis  of  Saluzzs^  and  the 
y^enetiansy  to  march  diredly  to  his  affiflance;  but  the  pope 
bv  this  time  had  loft  his  credit  with  all  parties.  They 
plainly  faw  that  he  would  purchafe  peace  upon  any  terms; 
iund  though  the  viceroy  of  Naples  had  come  to  Florence^  to 
have  an  interview  with  the  duke  of  Bourbon^  to  perfuade 
him  to  forbear,  yet  all  was  ine(Fe£lual.  The  Venetians  dal- 
lied with  him;  but  far  from  refufing  to  aflift  him,  they  fent 
orders  to  the  duke  of  Urbino^  to  decamp  from  Cafal  Mag- 
giorSf  and  to  advance  towards  Tufeany;  but  all  he  did  wiis 
iending  two  thoufand  foot  to  guard  his  own  dominions. 

The  duke  of  Bourbon  ftill  continued  bis  march  towards  Bourbon 

•  Tufcofyy  though  he  had  no  notice  that  the  viceroy  remained  nitrchest^ 
ftill  ^i  Florence^  and  had  come  to  an  agreement  with  ihe***'^^' 
Fhrentinesy  that  upon  the  payment  of  fixty  thoufand  ducats,  '^**fcany. 
the  duke  of  Bourbon*s  army  Ihould  return  to  Lombetrdy  with* 

in-  five  days,  and  that  the  viceroy  was  aduallv  fet  out  x^ 
•have  a  perfonal  interview  with  Bourbon  for  that  purpoG^.  It 
was.  thought  that  t^e  viceroy V  intention  was>  to  turn  the 
whol^  force  of  the  war  ajrainft  the  Venetians ;  for  he  re* 

*  fufed  to  feparate   the  Spantjh  foot,    as .  he  promifed,    front 
Bourbon  %  armj,  whfch  proceeded  with  equal  rapidity  and  rau- 

i  .         -  ■.....:'.      p^uouf- 
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pactoiiibeii  igajaft  Crienda  and  foes/    At  U^  $9yriik  tntiei^ 
ed  the  vaUey.  of  G^iota^  wbicb  belonged  Iq  ^e  ^hrtmiun 
If^here  he  received  from  Guicciarii^mfii  adiricea  of  cli^  ac« 
commodacioo  cbat  the  viceroy  had  tX)tne  to,  2|i^d.,thac  he  wai 
on  his  JGiurney  to  meet  him.    But  all  was  to  |u>  purpofe  | 
for  he  advanced  to  Santa  Marun  in  Bapii^p  though  all  the 
while  he  pretended  to  be  extremely  defirouS  of  a  treaty. 
j^/Jma-     ^^^  iocerefts  ofFUritui  and  the  popfe  were  now  (bparatedji 
Maimitu   ^^^  ^^e  diike  of  B^Mrtw  had  no  mher  option^  than  Whether. 
^Gaic-  be(bould  plunder /Zirmnr  or  ^iiir*    6iiicaar>f «  managjed  <b 
daidiii*     artfully,  that  be  procuied  the  nulrquis  of  Saitzxsk  promiie 
to  march  v^ith   iht  ttoops  to  the  Pniub  pay,  and  put  of 
the  f^inttumi^  t6  proted  hia  countiymexi  fixtPor^ntinis^  wbo^ 
on  their  part,  agreed  to  give  thofe  crdopa  pay  from  the  timd 
tbev  ehtered  T^fcmvfy  and  to  cottie  to  no  accommodation 
witn  the  impfcrialUlIt  ev^  though  the  pope  (bould;    The 
FUnntifUs  farther  ligreed  to  reftore  to  the  duke  of  UrUm^  the 
fortrefles  of  Sak  Leo  and  Mfjuobi     That  duke  tbeR£ife» 
about  the  twenty-fecond  of  jfyril^  entered  Tufcanj.  -   The 
cardinal  of  Cortonay  at  thii  time,  aded  ^  a  kmd  of  depmy 
for  the  pope  in  Flmmei  and  both  armies  being  now  in  Tigf 
€my^  he  left  that  city,  that  he  dlugbt  pay  his  complfmeats  id 
the  duke  of  UrbitUj  who  was  at  hand,  and  mtended  to  eo« 
ter  Florinc$.     The  cardinal  was  no  fooner  flone^  than  the 
PUrmtinis^  thk  ybuthful  part  df  them  particularly^  tumultti- 
tmflv  demand^  of  the  m^gifbat^s  arins  out  of  the  arfenal^ 
to  defend  themfelvcs  aga^nft  all  foreigpen.    This  dot  beiqg 
ieadily  complied  with,  the  infurgents  feized  upon  the  town* 
houie,  in  the  principal  (quare  of  the  city*  and  ol>iiged  the 
magiftrates  to  |Vflk:laim  Kpp^tit  and  Ahjfakdro  di  Mt£d 
rebela» 
mpwrl-        Ths  truth  %  the  FUnntims,  by  this  time^  both  defpifed 
^Mcet  of    ahd  bated  the  pop6,  and  wanted  to  return  to  their  popular 
^^^'^^  government.    While  they  were  deliberating  on  the  iheaasof 
^tmod.   effcaing  that^  th^  duke  of  Vrhbw^  amt  the  marquis  of  &i. 
/MKSt,  wbofe  itifantry  was  encamped  in  the  plain  near  Flo^ 
rnouy  with  the  cardinal  CorUfui^  HippoUto  do  Medici^  and  a 
great  nun^r  of  (^ccrs»  entered  the  city,  and  putting  fifteen 
hundred  foot  under  arms,  they  marched  in  a  body  to  the 
great  fqUare^  which  they  immediately  t66k  poflleffion  of,  but 
were  repujfed  in  an  attack  they  nude  upon  the  towii-bpufe 
Upon  this^  the  duke  of  UrUno  ordered  fome  Vonnian  foldiertf 
to  enrer  Fbrence%  and  difpofttioos  w^re  made  for  ftorming  the 
town4iouie«    BoszoU  prefuminff  on  his  authority  with  the 
young  nobility  there,  had*  repaired  to  them,  and  propofed  terms 
of  acoommodatbp ;  bm  h^  hardljr  efcaped  with  his  liife»  and  was 
gmng  to  advife  the  duke  of  Vrhino  to  proceed  to  extremities, 

when 
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Ae  duke  irefidycd  to  tr^fair  methods,  and  to  promife  a^pardon  to 
nil  the  infiirgents.  Thit  bein^  oflFeredj  the  tumult  Krai  accord-* 
ingly  compofed;  but  GukaarSn  wa$»  by  the  cardioal  of 
Cortana,  blamed  for  his  advice,  becaufe,  had  the  place  beea 
ftormed,  all  ibe  enemies  to  the  family ,  of  the  Medici  muft 
tuive  been  put  to  death;  while  he  was,  on  the  other  hand, 
accufed  by  the  populace  for  having  favoured  that  family. 

Thk  dangerous  commotion  in  Floremi^  gave  the  FiMetianfNno  m- 
and  the  other  confederates,  a  very  indifferent  opinion  of  ihtgpci^iomii 
attachment  of  the  Florentines  to  the  pope  and  his  family;  and 
they  refiiied  to  proceed  farther  in  Tujcanj^  without  greater  af- 
furances  of  the  conftancy  of  the  Fbnntifm  in  the  confede- 
racy; and  that  the  Fkrentims  Ihould  themfelyes  become  prin* 
cipals,  and  fornilh  ten  tboufand  foot  towards  the  commoo 
catife.  The  Fltrmtines  agreed  to  enter  as  principals ;  but 
referred  themUves  to  the  pope  for  (be  quota  of  troops  thejl 
weoe  to  contribute.  His  bolinefi,  afraid  of  farther  exafperat- 
ing  the  Pbrentines^  pleaded  to  the  allies  the  inability  they  were 
under  for  iatisfying  fo  exorbitant  a  demand,  and  Drought  the 
French  and  Venetian  ambaffiidors  to  agree  to  a  new  treaty, 
by  which  they  were  obliged  to  furnifli  him  with  large 
fums  of  money.  The  Venetiem  fenate  difapproved  of  their 
ambaflador'scondud;  and  the  Frmcb  king  war  but  very  lit- 
lie  difpo&d  to  fulfil  the  agreement.  The  fiate  of  Florence^ 
however,  was  probably  faved  by  the  neighbourhood  of  tha 
confederate  army ;  for  the  duke  of  Bow^n  confidering  his 
own  weakneft  and  neceffities,  and  that  the  fucceft  of  any 
attempt  againft  Fkrenee  was  precarious,  marched  by  the  ad- 
vice pf  the  duke  of  Ferrara  and  Mereney  who,  being  now  re- 
leafiKl  from  prifon,  was  become  a  flrong  imperialift,  diredly 
for  Reme^  which  was  now  delenceleg,  the  pope  havidg 
difbanded  all  his  troops.  On  the  twenty^fixth  €>f  April  he 
let  out  for  the 'territory  ol^  jlrexz$j  leaving  all  his  cannon  Bourboa 
and  heavy  baggage  behind  him;  and  before  the  pope  knew^f^^^^  t^ 
he  aras  upon  his  march,  he  preiented  himfelf  and  his  army  Rome, 
before  the  gates  of  Rome.  The  Florentines  had  advice  of 
Bourton^s  march  from  Fitelk^  but  it  was  too  late;  for  not 
knowing  that  Bourbon  had  left  his  artillery  and  heavy  bag- 
gage behind  him,  they  (ent  five  tboufand  troops  to  Rome^ 
In  hopes  that  they  would  come  time. enough  to  fuccour  the 
pope,  and  ordered  their  whole  army,  and  Siat  of  the  eccle- 
iiaftical  ftaie,  to  follow.  Rensao  de  Ceri  was  entrufted  by  the 
pope  for  the  defence  of  Romei  b^  he  was  fa  confident  o(F 
ntakiBg  aa  efledual  refii^aace,  that  he  afittred  his  boltAefe  that 
he  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  ^en  hindered  the  merchants  from 
earryiag  their  effects  to  places  of  fecurity.  A  thick  fog  fa* 
2  voured 
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vouted  him  when  he  was  met  hy  GuieciarSfu  Heenddv6tife^tt 
pcrfuade  him  from  making  hi^  approaches,  but  he  defperatdf 
rdblved,  being  unprovided  of  every  thing,  either  to  die  or  take 
Che  city.   Perceiving  that  the  German  foot  proceeded  but  flowl/ 
'^  b'  h  b    ^^  ^^^  fervice,  hefnatched  a  ladder,  and  in  perfon  applied  it  to 
facks  hut  *^  ^^"^ »  ^^  ^^^  killed  by  a  flioi  from  a  harquebuz.  His  d«iA, 
//  killed.    ^^^  from^reftraining  the  ardour  of  the  aflailantSj  mcfeaf&J  it) 
and,  with  the  lofs  of  about  one  choufand  men,  they  entered 
and  facked  the  city,  while  the  pope  was  obliged  to  withdraw^ 
to  the  cafije  of  St.  Angela.     Thcf  diforders  committed  by  tbc 
fofdiers  were  dreadful,  and  the  booty  thejr  made  incredible. 
They  added  tnfuits  to  cruelty,  and  fcoffs  to  rapacioofhei. 
Upon  the  news  of  Bdurbon^z  death,  bis  holine6,  imagining 
that  his  troops,  no  longer  animated  by  his  implacable  fpirit, 
might  liften  to  an  accomntodation^  demanded  a  parley  *|  but, 
\t\  the  mean  while,  negleded  all  means  for  defence.   The 
Spanijh  and  German  foot,  fenfible  of  this,  and  that  they  had 
nothing  to  fear,  proceeded  to  enter  and  to  |dunder  the  rkber 
quarters  of  the  city.     The  Spanijh  and  German  cardinals,  and 
the  nobility  in  their  intereft,  thought  themfelves  fafe,  and  re- 
moved neither  their  perfons  nor  ene£k.     Bnt  they  were  de- 
ceived ;  for  they  underwent  the  fame  fate  as  their  antagonifts. 
The  Spaniards^  as  the  Germans^  made  amends  by  plunder  for 
iheir  want  of  pay ;  but  many  of  the  latter  being  Lutherm^ 
they  had  no  manner  of  regard  to  the  fandity  ettber  of  churcbei 
or  churchmen.     The  former  were  plundered  of  all  their  fiir- 
niiurcj  and  the  latter  were  punifbed  in  their  peribns,    Cir- 
hiforJeVs   dinals  and  biihops  were  ignominioufly  expofcd  upon  aiib^ 
e/hifar-   with  their  legs  and  hands  bound;  and  a  great  number  of 
f*i}''  ,         wealthy  citizens,  wfeo  were  fufpeckd  of  having  fecretcddwir 
tSc^i  and  money,  were  tortured,  many  of  them  even  to 
death,  to  oblige  them  to  make  difcovertes.     The  paying  an 
Exorbitant  ranfom  was  the  only  fafe-guard  that  the  greaieft 
Roman  had  ;  and  the  booty,  in  plunder  and  ranfoms,  is  faid 
to  have  amounted  to  abput   two  millions  and  a  half  of 
ducats. 
Th  FI  .       Though  the  Italians^  in  general,  hated  both  the  perfon 
reniines'    ^^^  power  of  the  pope,  yet  they  could  not  bear  the  thoughl^ 
endtan>Qur  ^^'^  barbarians  fliould  domineer  in  Rome^  and  the  Fbreniinfi 
to  relieve    thought  thcmfclves  obliged  to  refcue  their  countryman,  and 
$be  pGfe.    the  head  of  the  chufch,  from  his  dairger.     Rangane  advanced 
with  the  fight  horfe  and  eight  hundred  harquebufiers  toP^ 
di  Salaroy  in  hopes  to  have  the  gbry  of  ddivering  the  pontiff; 
but  underftanding  there  that  ttie  Bourbonites  were  maftets  of 
Reme^  he  fell  back  to  Otricoliy  to  join  the  reft  of  his  vmp 
He  was  greatly  blamed  for  thisj^treat*  it  beii^  thought  tbar^ 
« if  be  bad  entered  Roouy  he  might  bave  put  &  Bmrhmtth 


to 


Digitized 


by  Google 


fie  Hiftcry  of  Florence.  5 1  ^ 

li^O  were  all  of  them  difperfcd  and  intent  on  plunder^  to  the 

fword.     But  the  root  of  the  pope's  misfortunes  lay  in  the  duke 

bf  UrUnOf  who  ftill  continued  to  command  the  yenetiflns^  and 

ivho  fought  all  opportunities  to  protrad  time.     The  &wifs  in 

the  Vitudan  fervice  were  fo  ill  paid,  that  it  was  the  third  of 

May  before  they  left  Florenci^   ^hd,  by  the  dilatory  meafurea 

of  the  duke,  it  was  the  eleventh  before  they  advanced   to 

Cr€viiH$.    Here  Boxzob  laid  a  fcheme  for  relieving  the  pope 

and  the  cardinals  out  of  the  caftle  of  5/.  yffigclo ;  but  it  proved 

abortive  hyBi%z$lo*s  falling  from  his  horfe.     Mean  while   . 

the  duke  of  XfrbiHo  amufed  himfelf  in  bringing  aboCit  a  new 

revolution  in  favour  of  his  friends  in  Perugia  ^  but  at  lafl-,  on 

the  nineteenth  of  the  faine  month*  b^  (low  degrees,  he  came 

to  Nepi^  from  whence  the  pope  was  informed,  by  Gmcdardin^ 

of  his  approach.  .  Hb  holinefs  waft  now  far  advanced  in  an 

accomntodatipn  with  the  BonriptuU  army ;  but  on- the  profped   r 

of  his  being  relieved,  he  broke  it  off.    Rangone  offered  to  ^^^'    . 

iitidertake  the  deliverance  of  the  pope,  if  fupported  by  xht**^^^J^^'^  , 

duke  of  t/r^/w,  who. confirmed  to  the  fame i  but  invented  fo^^'^^*^^' 

many  pretexts  and  trifling  excufcs  fpr  delaying  the  execution, 

that  the  defign  caine  to  nothing.     He  even  threatened  to  pu* 

nifh  ibme  of  his  officers  who  maintained  that  it  was  pradiica- 

ble  to  relieve  the  caftle.    In  fl}ort,  he  at  laft  declared  he 

could  not  attempt  it  ivithout  fifteen  thoufand  additional  Swi/s 

to  his  aarmy,  ten  thoufand  Italian  mufquececrs,  three  thoufand 

|>ioneeo,  and  forty  pieces  of  cannon.     He  defired  Guicciardin 

to  inform  hi^  bolinefs,  that  he  could  not  proceed  till  fuch  a 

force  was  aiiemhled. 

^  It  was  pla^p  from*  this  propofition,  that  the  duke  meant  keireat  tf 
to  do  nothing,  becaiife  it  was  not  only  impoflible  to  bring  the  confe- 
fuch  an  army  to  the  field,  but  a  fre/h  army  was  then  oh  its  derates* 
march  from  NhpUs  to  reinforce  the  JSfiurbonites  in  Rome.    Af- 
ter various  confultations  the  coAfedefate  army  retired  to  Moft' 
teruojli  /bamcfuUv  abandoning  the  pope  in  his  danger.    The 
great  prince  of  Orangey  the  founder  of  the  Dutch  republic, 
had  fucceeded  to  the  duke  of  BourbGri%  command ;    and  it; 
perhaps,  was  from  the  contempt  he  contracted  for  the  pope 
and  his  religion,  on  this  occafion,  that  he  conceiv^  ideas  o^ 
the  neceffity  for  a  reformation.     The  viceroy  of  Naples  ha<( 
been  employed  by  the  pope,  when  all  other  refources  failed^ 
for  an  accommodation ;   and  he  readily  undertook  it,  botb 
becaufe  he  was  difpofed  to  fcrve  his  holinels,  and  bccaufe  h^ 
Wis  in  hopes  to  have  fupplanted  the  prince  of  Orange  in  hii 
command  ;  but  when  he  came  to  Rome^  far  from  having  any 
authority  with  the  Bourbonitesy  he  found  bis  life  in  danger,  by 
his  offering  to  take  upon  him  ro  treat ;  and  therefore  the  pope    ' 
MoiJ.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXVI.  L  1  waa 
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The  pope     was  obliged,  on  the  fixth  oijune^  to  come  io  a  mcf  £t 

redeem       graceful  accommodation  with  bis  enemies.     The  terms  #ere, 

himftlf      that  he  fhould  pay  ihem  four  hundred  thoufand  ducats,  of 

from  cap-    which  one  hundred  thoufand  were  to  be  paid  immediatclyy 

u<vtty,       2Liid  the  reft  at  ftated  times,  but  the  whole  within  two  niomfas; 

and  he  was  to  remain  a  cloTe  prifoner  till  the  firft  one  hua- 

dred  and  fifty  thoufand  were  paid,  together  with  the  thirttcn 

cardina.^»  who  were  with  him  $   after  which  they  were  to  be 

removed  to  Gaeta,  or  Naples^  there  to  wait  for  the  dtcemt- 

.   nation  of  Charles^r   he  iikcwife  agreed  ta  give  hottagck  kt 

the  payment  of  the  money,  the  ca(lles  of  St,  jfmgrl^  €^i^ 

Chita  Veethhy  and  Civiia  Caflelkmetj  together  with    the 

of  Piacenza^   Parmay  and  Modenoy  and  to  fubmit  to 

other  mortiBcations. 

But  his  hoUnefs,  tn  this  agreement,  ftipulated  for 
than  he  could  perform.     Andrew  Doria  being  in  poflefioe 
of  Ciij'tta  Vecchia^  refufed  ta  give  it  up  without  being   paid  hi 
arrears  ;    and  the  cities  of  Parma  and  Piaan^    ccAiM  » 
fubmit  to  the  Spaniardsr,     The  duke  of  Ferrara  feized  ilh 
denay  without  rcfiftance ;    and  the  VimiiaTifj    though  tfacf 
feenied  to  bhme  him,  made  themfelvcs  maflers  of  Rm9emi\ 
ws  Sigiftnondo  Malatefta  did  of  Rimini* 
Revolution      The  Florentines^  on  this  occaftoo,  experienced  a  newn^ 
in  Flo-       volution.     The  cardinal  of  Cortona  continued  to  govern  &at 
rence  in    ftatc  in  the  pontift'^s  name;    but  he  no  fooner  heard  of  b 
favour  of  being  made  a  prifoner,  than,  defpairtng  of  raifiog  nK)ney  fioa 
the  popular  x\tt  citizens,  and  loth  to  advance  any  himfelf,  he  (wuwatxiti 
govern-      ^  general  meeting ;  and  he  refigned  into  the  hands  of  tk 
*^*^*         citizens  his  power  and  authority,  which  they  gladly  acoqXBJ 
of,  and  thereby  refumed  their  popular  form  of  goveimnqtf. 
Alt  he  bargained  for  was,    that  the  pope's  nephews  mi^ 
have  liberty  to  remain  zt^Fhrenci  in  a  private  capacity  ;    vi 
t'uat  a  general  amnefly  (bould  be  publi(hed  ;    all  which  k^ 
ing  obtained,  he  retired  to  Lucca.     He  was  fcarcely  arnrd 
there,    when  he  repented   of  his   pufdlanimous   precipitast 
conduct*  and  fent  mefliengers  to  prevail  on  the  govemoisot 
the  citadels  of  P  if  a  and  Leghorn^  who  were  friends   to  tk 
uMedici  family,  to  keep  poffeffion  of  thofe  forts.     The  Fj- 
lentinesy  having  forcfeen  what  would  happen,  had  been  befat 
hand  with  him,    and  partly  by  perfuafion,  partly  by  moaev. 
had  got  the  places  into   their  own  hands.     The  FlareKtx^ 
l>cople,  thus  having  almoft  miraculoufly  recovered  their  b- 
berty  and  conftitution,  chofe  Nicolo  Cappcni  gonfalonier  o: 
jviftice  for  one  year,  with  a  liberty  of  being   confirmed  fei 
three.     He  was  a  perfon  highly  refpedUble  by  his  bloody  b« 
nio:e  by  his  wifdom  and  virtue.     He  was  zealous  for  the  ftet- 
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Bom  of  bis  countiy ;  but  endeavoured  to  perfuade  hn  fellow- 
citizens  to  avoid  that  den^ocratical  fpirit  which  had  ib  often 
endangered  or  overturned  their  conAitution. 

.  The  Florentims  were  too  much  exafpcrated  when  they  re-  TlfiUe^ 
flexed  on  the  vaft  fums  they  had  expended  in  the  quarrels  of  did  Ai/// 
the  Mi£i{  family,  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  rcafon.  Tht  thgrt. 
enemies  of  that  houfe  calculated,  that  it  had  coil  them  five 
hundred  thoufand.jducats  to  defend  the  duchy  of  [7r^/;z^  fo^ 
the  holy  fee  j  that  pope  Lio*s  iftrars  with  the  Frenci?  king  had 
coft  them  as  much  -,  that  they  had  paid  three  hundred  thou* 
land  ducats  to  the  viceroy  of  Naples  and  the  imperial  generals^ 
about  the  time  of  Clenunt's  creation ;  and  that  they  had  ex* 
pended  fix  hundred  thoufand  in  the  war  againd*  C^^ri^i ;  (b 
that,  upon  the  whole,  they  calculated  that  the  pope's  quarrels^ 
which  were  entirely  foreign  to  their  own,  had  coft  them 
about  two  millions  of  ducats  in  a  few  years,  (a  fum  that  no 
crowned  head  in  Europe  could  have  advanced  in  fo  ihort 
a  time)  without  rec^ivii^  from  it  the  fmalleft  benefit  either 
of  power  or  revenue.  The  recOlledlion  of  all  this  rendered 
the  Pbrnttims  quite  outrageous  againft  the  partizan^  of  the 
Jlledicif  whom  they  biuei-lvpcrfecuted  onxveryoccafion.  They 
went  fo  far  as  to  demolim  all  the  arms  and  marks  of  diftinc- 
tion  belonging  to  that  houfe  throughout  their  city,  and  eved 
proceeded  to  appropriate  their  private  eftates  for  reimburfing 
themfelves. 

The  J^ourhori  army  (for  i^  properly  cah  go  under  no  other  Miferies  bf 
name)  .i^ill  remained  in  Rome;  and  the  fweets  of  plunder  had  Komecdri-t 
e^tinguiihed  all  difcipline  amongft  them.  .  They  now  liflened  tinue^i 
to  nothing  but  the  didates  of  rapacioufnefs.  They  difregarded 
the  prince  pi  Orange^  while  the  viceroy  of  Naples^  and  the  . 
marquis  of  Guqfta^  were  o(>liged  to  fly  from  Rome  to  efcape 
their  fury.  This  intemperate  behaviour  favcd  the  pope  from 
i|ttcr  ruin.  Twenty-two  thoufand  regular  troops  were  af- 
fembled  in  Rome^  and  its  neighbourhood ;  and  they  might 
have  poflefled  themfelves  of  all  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  ;  but 
their  views  were  confined  to  plunder  entirely,  and  their 
riotous  manner  of  life,  together  with  the  heats  of  the  fealbn^ 
introduced  amongft  them  peftilential  dife^es,  which  commu* 
liicated  themfelves  even  to  Florence ^  and  iwept  off  prodigious 
numbers.  The  inadivity  of  the  Bourbon  army,  and  the 
death  of  its  general,  prevailed  with  the  French  king  to  renew 
bis  negotiations  for  a  general  league  againft  Charles  in  Itafy^ 
into  which  the  king  ^England  readily  entered  ;  but  failing 
in  the  performance  of  his  engagements,  they  were  converted 
into  a  fubfidy  in  money,  and  Francis  Hnked  himfelf  with  thd 
Venetians  and  the  duke  of  Afitan.    It  was  agreed,  to  take  into 
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the  pay  of  their  confederacy  ten  thoufand  ^wlfi  and  ten  tjibiti 
land  Italiwt  foot,  befides  ten  thoufand  Frmchy  that  were  to  be 
commanded  by  Pietro  Navarra^  five  hundred  lances,  and 
eighteen  picctt  of  artillery,  the  whole  to  be  commaiuled  by 
'  Lautrec^  at  the  defire  of  the  king  of  England. 

Jniwew'  The  partizans  of  the  Medici  family  contttiacd  ffill  power* 
fedirag.^  ful  id  Florence  \  and  though  the  emperor  offered  to  take  the 
liew  modelled  flate  under  his  prdte^n,  at  their  own  reqaeft 
made  by  the  duke  of  Firrara^  they  entered  irftd  the  new  con- 
federacy, and  obliged  themfelves  to  keep  in  pay  five  t\\ou- 
fand  foot,  which  Highly  ej^fperated  Charles.  The  pcftilence 
at  laft  communicating  itMf  to  the  army  of  the  league,  it  re- 
fired  firfl  10  Orvieto^  and  afterwards  to  Cq/fello  delta  Pieve-, 
and  being  apprehenfive  they  might  be  attached  by  the  ioipe- 
tialifts^  it  was  with  difficulty  they  were  prevented  nom  taking 
ihelter  in  the  ftate  of  Florence^  The  pope  now  dcfpaired  of 
relief;  and  all  jhe  favour  be  could  obtain,  was  leave  to  re- 
main in  the  cafile  of  St.  Angilo^  and  to  apply  to  Charh  for 
^vour  by  the  Cardinal  of  Fameje^  who  declined  the  legato. 
.  Ldutrec  at  laft,  in  the  beginning  of  y^A*  proceeded  to  Afl^t 
the  king  of  Enghnd  having  advanced  Vau  fums  for  fapport  of 
the  league.  The  armaments  on  thie  ^ztl  of  the  confederatd 
#e^e  exfie&ed  to  be  More  powerfit!  than  any  that  bad  been 
yet  made;  and  Lauttechikd  the  title  of  captaingenenlof 
theleague.  His  inotions  encouraged  the  Venetians  and  the 
Milarufe  to  beflir  themfelves  in  LonAar^ ;  but  they  were  re- 
pulfed  by  Ammo  de  Leva^  who  likewifa  defeated  the  Swiji 
governor  of  Mus,  a$  he  was  advancmg  to  join  tbe  Ffm 
irmy. 
ZHJJmula-  'I^HB  relief  of  the  pope  from  his  conBnem'^nt  in  thecafUi 
ttonof  tbi^  St.  Jfngih^  hcczmc  now  a  ferioiis  matter  with  all  die 
emfcror.  poWera  of  Europe. .  The  csiperor  hearing  of  his  captivity,  n-* 
diculoufly  put  himfelf  into  mourning,  yet  cofitinued  bim  in 
ptihri :  upon  which  the  kings  of  England  and  From 
ient  formal  ambaflies  to  demand  fVom  Charles  the  deliver* 
.^anceof  hts  holineis»  This  produced  onlv  vague  promiib; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  too  much  exafperating  the  other 
powers  of  Eur§pey^  particularly  England^  he  would  haw 
ordered  him  to  be  carried  to  Spain  j  but  Charles  was  inti- 
midated by  the  confederacy  that  had  been  formed;  and, 
in  compliment  to  Henry^  he  ordered  his  holinefs  to  be  itfloferf 
to  his  liberty,  and  pot  in  pofieffion  of  the  towns  and  places  tli2t 
had  been  taken  from  him.  This  was  far  from  giving  peace 
io  Chrijlendom.  The  kings  of  France  and  England^  though 
their  views  in  making  war  were  very  different,  prcfdibcd  w 
Charles  the  preliminaries  for  a  treaty  j  the  chief  articles  « 
z  which 
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mrtilch  were,  his  accepting  of  two  millions  of  ducats  in  lieu 
of  all  his  demands ;  his  fending  home  the  French  king's  chil* 
dren,  and  fuflfering  the  aflaira  of  Italy  to  remain  as  they  were. 
C^r/f^  rejeded  thofe  terms,  and  made  preparations  for  an 
Jtaliau  war  with  more  vigour  than  ever.  The  imperial  army 
in  Rome  continued  ftill  indolent  and  inadive,  and  was  daily 
wafting  away  by  the  plague,  which  drov^  the  prince  of 
Orange  to  Sienna^  where  he  was  obliged  tO  emplov  his  autho* 
rity  and  fome  force  to  prefervc  the  imperial  intercit. 

HiTHBRTO  Charles  had  proceeded  no  farther  in  the  libe-  Difirders 
cation  of  the  pope,  than  by  pretending  to  iiTue  orders  out.  ^/^^ 
But  his  troops  refu(cd  to  obey ;  and  the  pope,  unable  to  x^ik  any  .^urbon- 
more  money  than  the  firft  payment  oif  one  hundred  and  fifty  '^* 
thouland  ducats,  or  to  give  any  frefh  fecurlcy  for  the  payment 
of  the  refi,  they  threatened  to  hang  up  all  the  hoftages.  At 
J  aft,  however,  they  moved  from  Kfimej  as  it  were  for  the 
change  of  air  s  ^nd,  after  plundering  Terni  and  Narni^  they 
prepared  to  make  an  irryption  into  the  Florentine  dominions. 
This  was  the  more  practicable  on  account  of  the  weaknefe  of 
the  confederate  army,  the  greateft  part  of  which  wa3  aflem- 
bled  in  the  Mtlanefe.  The  Fhrentims  were  fenfible  of  their 
danger,  and  had  raifed  for  their  defence  eighty  men  at  arms, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  light  horfe,  and  four  thou(aod  foot,  all 
of  them  in  excellent  order,  and  punctually  paid,  which  was 
far  from  being  the  cafe  with  the  troops  of  their  allies. .  The 
duke  of  Urbim*s  dilitory  motions  were  now  openly  blamed  by 
all  the  parties  in  the  confederacy  j  and  the  Venetians  them- 
Jalves,  fufpeSine  him  of  treachery,  had  put  his  wife  and  fofi 
under  arrefl  at  Fenice.  It  was  diought,  however,  at  this  time,, 
diat  the  imperial  army  in  liafy  was  reduced  to  ten  thoufand 
foot,  which  encouraged  the  confederates  to  make  Ibme  mo- 
tions in  the  Romagna^  where  they  took  the  abbey  oiSanPie^ 
tr^y  and  fome  other  inconfiderable  places.  Afterwards  the 
duke  oiVrbino  took  up  his  quarters  zt  Narnij  as  the  French 
did  at  Bevagna ;  while  the  Florentine  infantry,  commanded  by 
Oratio  Baglioni,  having  no  quarters  affiKued  them,  took  and 
plundered  the  town  d  Moniefalcoy  and  auerwards  tht  BreJ/ian. 
Alike  ineflfeSual  were  the  operations  of  the  confederates  In  Jfain  ^ 
LcmbarJyj  till  the  arrival  of  Lautrec  in  Piedmont,  in  the  be-  Lombac* 
ginninz  of  Auguft.  His  firft  undertaking  was  againft  Bofco^  dy. 
which  be  obliged  to  Airrender,  though  it  was  garrifoned  by 
one  thoufand  imperialifts.  About  the  fame  time  Andrew  Do^ 
ria,  who  was  now  in  the  pay  of  Francis^  obliged  Genoa  again 
to  fubmit  to  the  French,  Thofe  fuccefTes  gave  great  fpirit  to 
the  affairs  of  the  league  under  Lautrec^  whofe  army  was  now 
aflembled  \   and  he  laid  fiege  to  the  important  city  of  AUffan- 
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Jria^  which  he  took ;  but  he  was  obliged  to  put  it  into  the 

hands  of  the  duke  of  Milan.   The  city  of  Milan  was,  at  this 

time,  poflefled  by  Antonio  di  Leva^  who  difpatched  one  of  his 

officers,  Belgiojofoy  to  defend  Pavia^  which  Lamtrec  inftandv 

invefted,  and  took  about  the  middle  of  Sepurnhgr.    It  it  fata, 

the  remembrance  of  the  defeat  and  difgrace  which  the  FrenA 

had  fuflered  before  that  city,  niade  them  treat  the  inhabitants 

with  vaft  inhumanity. 

panger  of     Th£  FlorentimSy  at  this  time,  confidered  themfekes  as  be-r  • 

^iorenpe.  ing  in  the  moft  imminent  danger.     The  great  force  of  the 

league  lay  in  Lombardy^  and  their  dominions  were  expofed  tm 

the  imperial  army  in  the  Romagna  and  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate. 

Lautrec  had  been  foured  by  being  forced  to  rtfvffi  JUffimdria 

to  the  confederates,  and  was  therefore  glad  of  an  opportunity 

to  humble  them*     After  the  taking  of  Pavia^  the  Ftorenthus 

foDicited  hini  to  march  forward  to  the  Romagna^  while  the 

duke  o^. Milan  and  the  Venetians  infifted  upon  his  beiieging 

^  Milan,    Lautrec  complied  with  the  Venetians^  pretending  that 

bis  orders  were  iirft  to  deliver  the  pope  from  his  prifon,  and 

then  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  Naples,     It  was  thought  that 

Lautrec  had  private  orders  from  Francii  not  to  put  Sforza  ia 

pofleiBon  of  all  the  Milmufe^  but  to  keep  it  as  a  bait  for  the 

emperor,  during  the  negocjation,  which  was  ftill  in  depeu? 

dence. 

Olfiinacf       The  1o6  of  Pavia  and  Akjfandria^  far  from  mollifyifls 

^ the  em-  Charles^  rendered  him  more  obftinate  than  ever,  and  berofe 

f^^*         in  bis  demands ;  one  of  which  was,  that  the  Florentines  fliould 

pay  him  thirty  iboufand  ducats  for  the  nonobfervance  of  their 

engagements.    At  laft,  Lautrec^  having  concerted  meafores 

with  Doria  and  the  Venetians^  for  attacking  Naples  by  fea, 

palTed  the  Po ;  but  received  private  orders  from  Francis  to  aA 

with  great  coldnefs,  fo  that  -he  threw  all  the  impediments  be 

could  into  the  affairs  of  the  confederacy.    He  brought  die 

duke  of  Ferrara,  however,  to  agree  to  become  a  party  in  the 

-league,  which  he  did  upon  conditions  very  advantageous  to 

himfelf  and  his  family  ^  and  his  example  w^s  followei  by  the 

marquis  of  Mantua.      The  llownefs  of  Lautre^s  marches 

again  endangered  Florence  ;  for  tho'  the  duke  of  UrUn9  aod 

the  marquis  of  Saluzzo  were  now  in  Tufcany^  their  annies  wee 

fo  ill  paid,  that,  if  the  Imperialifb  had  advanced,  they  muft 

have  retired  under  the  walls  of  Florerke^  the  duke  of  Urbinii 

troops  not  exceeding  three  thoufand  men.     Lautrec  remained 

.all  this  time  near  Parma  and  Piacenza ;  but  the  apprehenfioos 

of  hit  advancing  to  free  the  pope,  now  rendered  Charles  ia 

earned  about  hi$  deliverance :  tho*  his  terms  continued  to  be 

fo  iinfayourablf  «o  the  pontiff,  that  the  negoct^tion  wsp  fpim 

out 
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out  tb  a  great  length  to  no  purpoTe.     His  holiirefs  preiTed 
l,autrtc  to  hafien  his  march)  protelliiig  that  he  (hould  b^ 
obliged,  if  he  did  not,  to  accept  of  the  emperor's  terms,  hard 
^  they  were.     But  Charles^  who  was  apprehendve  of  a  revo* 
lution  in  Naples^  partly  freed  him  frbm  that  difagreeable  ne-»' 
celBcy,  by  ordering  Moncada  to  iinifh  the  negociation,  and  to 
reftore  the  pontiff  to  his  liberty,  which  was  done  on  the  laft 
day  oiOdiober.     The  terms  were,  that  his  hoi inefs  (hould 
^ferve  a  ftrid  neutrality  between  Charles  and  his  enemies  ; 
and  that  he  (hould  depofit  in  the  emperor's  hands  Ojiiay  Civita 
Vecchla^  Civita  Cajiellana^  and  the  citadel  of  Farli ;  and  give 
boftages  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty.     He  was  likewife 
to  pay,  in  the  whoie,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
ducats  amongft  the  Spauijh  and  German  foldiers ;  and  to  grant 
the  emperor  liberty  to  raife  money  out  of  the  ecclefiaftical  re^ 
venues  of  Spain  and  Naples,    His  holinefs  was  reduced  to  great 
difficulties,  and  obliged  to  purfue  fome  very  fimoniacal^  mea-- 
iures  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  contra<5l.     He  even  diftrufted 
Moncada  fo  much,  that  he  ftole  in  difguife  dut  of  the  caftle, 
and  polled  to  Orvieto^  before  he  could  think  bimfelf  in  fafety.^ 
Upon  the  pope's  deliverance,  LaiUr^c  advanced  to  Bologna-^     ^«  D* 
where  he  fpent  twenty  days,  and  flrongly  folicited  the  pope     1528. 
to  enter  into  the  confederacy;  but  he  met  only  with  evafive  5^f  ^^^ 
^nfwers.    The  negociations  for  peace,  however,  (till  went  on,  dtU'vered. 
and  Charles  appeared  willing  to  make  up  matters  with  the 
Florentines  \  but  the  negociation  proving  ineffedual,  war  was 
denounced  on  the  part  of  the  confederacy  againft  the  empe- 
ror, who  thereupon  ordered  the  French^  the  Venetian^  and  Flo^ 
reniine  ambalTadors  to  be  put  under  arr^ft. 

All  hopes  of  an  accomn^odation  being  now  over,  Lautrec  March  cf 
left  Bologriat  and  began  his  march  for  Naples  by  the  way  of  I-autrec  u 
the  Romagna  and  the  marquifate  of  Ancona^  greatly  againft  Naples, 
the  will  of  the  Florentines  and  the  pope,  who  prefled  him  to 
inarch  by  the  way  of  Sienna^  that  their  territories  might  be      , 
covered  from  the  Imperialiib,  who  (lill  remained  in  the  coun- 
try near  Rome.     But  Lautrec  by  this  time  had  entered  Naples^ 
and  waited  for  the  coming  up  of  the  Florentine  foot,  which 
went  by  the  name  of  the  blaci  bandsj  whom  he  efleemed  to 
be  the  beft  troops  then  in  Italy.     While  thoTe  bands  were  on 
their  march,  they  took  and  plundered  Jquik\  but  on  she  22d 
of  March y  having  joined  the  confederate  army,  they  and  a 
body  of  French  were  fent,  under  Pietro  Navarra^  to  befiege 
Jldelfi.     The  emulation  between  the  Florentines  and  the  French 
was  fo  great,  that  they  proceeded  to  a  fmall  breach  they  had 
made  without  any  order,  and  fo  irregularly,  that  they  were 
taken  on  their  flanks^  and  repulfed  with  fome  1q&.     Next 
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morning  they  renewed  the  aflault,  and  took  the  fowtl  by  flbfntt 

putting  all  the  peafants  and  townfmen  to  the  (word;  whtk 

the  prince  oi  Melfi  himfelf  retired  to  the  citadel,  which,  int 

fliort  time,  he  was  obligee)  to  furrender.     All  the  garrifon, 

except  t^e  prince  and  a  few  of  his  officers,  were  killed,  and 

His  fuc-    the  whole  lofs  of  the  bcfieged  atnounted  to  three  tjiouiand 

leffesi  Mid  meri.     Thi?  fucceis  was  followed  by  others  of  ^W  greater 

^r/n;fry  5^  importarice ;  and,  had  not  the  confederate  fleet  under  D$ria 

the  Flo*     been  difpcrfcd  by  a  florarv,  the  conque'ft  of  Naplei  mij|bt  have 

'f"^"^*     been  completed  that  fummer.     Z^w/r^r,  howercr,  formed  the 

'     '•         ficge  of  Naples^  in  which  the  FUrentim  troops  diftinguifhed 

themfdves  to  great  advantage ;  tho',  not  being  fupported  by  a 

f  roper  cavalry,  they  fuffered  much,  and  ^w  more  cautious i 
ut  Lautrec  had  not  a  naval  force  to  make  his  undertaking 
good.  Doria  had  fecretly  refolved  to  (^11  off  from  the  league, 
and  the  Venetians  were  epiployed  irt  other  cbnquefts.  Tbofe 
difadvantages,  but  above  all  the  diminution  of  the  FknnbMt 
troops  from  three  thoufand  to  two  thoufand,  diflieartened  the 
French.  Lautrec  had,  again  and  again,  prelled  the  pope  to 
enter  into  the  league,  which  he  feemed  inclinable  to  do,,  atxi 
to  defid  from  all  his  prptenftons  upon  Florence^  provided  the 
Veneiicms  would  reftore  to  him  Ravenna^  which  they  refuied 
to  do;  but  his  holinefs  recovered  Rimini^  and,  uiider  pre- 
tence of  a£ling  as  a  mediator,  he  ftill  declined  acceding  to  the 
confederacy. 
yityof  The  true  caufe  of  his  backwardnefs  was  fpon  known  to 
\bipope.  be  the^earneft  defire  he  bad  to  recover  the  dominion  of /Z^ 
rence  to  himfelf  and  his  family.  Ever  fince  bis  deliverance 
out  of  the  caftle  of  5/.  Angelo^  he  bad  been  fecretly  carryiflg 
on  intrigues  in  that  city,  and  had  fent  a  Florentine  prelate  to 
manage  his  concerns  there,  protefling,  that  he  had  laid  afi(k 
all  dehgns  upon  their  freedom ;  and  that  all  he  begged  was, 
that  he  and  his  family  ftould  not  be  expofed  to  infults;  but 
remain  in  quiet  pofleflion  of  their  external  ornaments  lod 
marks  of  honour.  The  Florentines  were  fo  diftruftful  of  te 
intentions,  that  they  refufcd  audience  to  his  ambaflador,  whkh 
obliged  his  holincis  to  have  reCourfe  to  the  mediation  of  the 
French  king.  This  expedient  proved  equally  nnfuccc6fulj 
for  the  Florentines  itill  appeared  averfe  to  treat  with  him.  At 
laft,  he  applied  to  Lcutrec  to  refiore  Fabio  Petrucd  to  die  go- 
vernment ofSienrta,  and  to  remove  from  thence  the  firiembof 
Florence ;  but  the  friendfhip  of  the  Florentines  was  at  tbU  oore 
of  fo  much  importance  to  Lautrecy  that  he  refufcd  toconcffl 
himfelf  in  the  matter.  His  holinefs  then  endeavoured  topre- 
yail  with  Pirroda  da  Cafiel  di  Pierpj  on  pretext  of  fomc  pri- 
vate grievances,  to  furprife  Sienna  with  eight  btmJred  moH 
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tai  ibme  exites  he  had  collected  at  Chiufi:  but  the  vigilance 
of  the  Florentims  defeated  this  deftgn  alfo ;  for  ch'ey  made  thc| 
Tfiicount  of  Turetme  feofible,  that  the  pope  had  nothing  in  his 
eye  but  to  gratify  his  private  ambition,  and  diftrefs  the  Flo- 
rentinesy  by  obtaining  poflelfion  of  Sienna,  which,  by  its  fitua- 
tion,  would  hare  ffreatiy  forwarded  his  views. 

Th£  fiege  of  Naples  ftill  went  on ;  but  Doria  now  declared  S/t^e  of 
<hat  he  was  entered  into  the  emperor's  fcrvice;  and  by  his  de-  Naples, 
fedion,  tc^etfaer  with  the  plague  and  the  difcafes  that  raged  a»^  ^^otl 
in  the  Trench  camp,  their  troops  were  reduced  to  a  handful,  of^^- 
which  rouft  have  been  intirely  cut  in  pieces,  had  it  not  been  *''^^" 
for  the  valour  of  the  Florentine  auxiliaries.     At  laft,  Lautrec^ 
who  was  an  excellent  officer,  dying,  the  marquis  of  Saluzzoy 
a  general  far  inferior  to  him  in  abilities,  fucceeded  to  his  com- 
mand.   Unable  longer  to  continue  the  fiege  c*  Napksy  he 
idrew  off  his  troops  towards  Averfa ;  but  being  briskly  attacked 
in  his  retreat  by  the  Imperialifts  under  the  prince  of  Orange, 
he  was  obliged  to  yield  himfelf  a  prifoner ;  and  to  agree,  that 
the  French  under  his  command  ihould  return  to  their  own  Rmnofthi 
country  without  their  colours,  arms,  horfes,  or  eiFe£ls ;  and  French  in 
that  the  Florentine  and  other  Italian  infantry  (hould  not  ftrve  Naples, 
againft  the  etpperor  for  fix  months :  and  thus  all  the  mighty 
preparations  and  fucceflfes  of  (he  French^  in  the  kingdom  of 
'NapUiy  came  to  nothing. 

'    The  Imperialifts  all  this  time  maintained  their  ground  in  Affahsof 
Isomhardyy  thpugh  ^nder  great  di  fad  vantages,   through  theLombar- 
good  conduS  ofJntonio  de  Leva ;  but  Doria  got  poflcifion  of  ^V  ^^ 
Genooy  which  he  rcftored  to  its  liberty.    The  Florentines,  ne-  Naples. 
verthetefs,  cont^ued  firm  tq  their  engagements  with  France 
and  England,  and  contented  to  pay  one  third  of  the  troops 
that  ferved  under  Renzo  da  Geri,  who  was  ftill  in  poilcftion  of 
ibme  places  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples.    All  parties  were  now 
tired  of  the  war,  and  entered  upon  a  frcfli  treaty  for  peace ; 
but,  in  the  mean  tim^,  the  Imperialifts  under  the  prince  of 
Orange  retook  Jquila  and  Matrice,  which  laft  place  had  been 
abandoned  by  Candflo  Fordo,  who  likewife  carried  olF  with 
Jiim  the  money  advanced  by  the  Florentines  for  its  defence. 
The  pope^  all  this  while,  pretended  to  breathe  nothing  but 
peace ;  and  offered,  if  Ravenna  and  Cervia  were  reftorcd  to 
him,  to  make  up  all  matters  in  difputc  with  the  Florentines,     ^'  ^* 
who  ftill  continued  to  fupply  Renzo  with  men  and  money.      ^S^9' 
Their  firmncfe  induced  Charles  to  liften  to  the  propofals  of  his 
holineis,  whofe  views  continued  to  be  fixed  oiv  the  recovering 
his  authority  in  Florence.    He  plainly  percpivcd,  that  he  could 
not  bring  the  French  to  be  fubfervient  to  his  defigns  there, 
*nd  he  hoped  every  thing  from  Charles.    Braccio  BagUoni  had 
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Fi'rmni/sofchims  upoti  Perugia^  in  which  be  wa$  favoured  by  the  pope, 
iife  Flo-  out  of  ba:red  to  the  Florentines ;  and  that  induced  his  rival 
rentines  Mdatejla  to  leave  the  fecvice  of  his  hoHnefs,  and  to  enter 
^gainfttbt  into  that  of  the  French  and  the  Florentiries,  The  pope  did  all 
fofp  he  could  to  prevent  this  defection  from  hb  intere/ls ;  but  the 

Florentines  thought  him  (b  ufeful  an  ally,  that  they  gave  him 
two  thou  fa  nd  crowns  falary,  and  the  command  of  one  thou- 
fand  foot,  befides  providing  for  his  fons,  and  giving  him  other 
lucrative  places  and  penfions.  He,  on  his  part,  engaged, 
upon  the  Florentines  paying  two  hundred  foot  for  the  defence 
of  Perugia^  which  they  likcwife  took  into  their  prote(£lion,  to 
have  always  one  thoufand  of  his  own  troops  at  their  fervice, 
even  though  he  fhould  be  abandoned  by  the  French, 
wtho gains  Th£  pope  complained  bitterly,  on  this  occafion,  to  the 
#«^Mala-  French  Icinp^^  that  the  Florentines  had  debauched  from  his  fer^ 
tf^  vice  a  fubjei:^  and  a  (late  belonging  to  the  holy  fee ;  and  Fran* 
cis  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Malaiffta  to  continue  in  the  pon- 
tiff's pay.  But  ail  was  in  vain  ;  for  Moiatefta  obHinately  ad- 
hered to  his  engagements  with  the  Florentines^  who  now 
openly  affifted  him,  in  defiance  of  his  holinefs.  Capponi  con- 
tinued to  be  dill  gonfalonier  of  Florence^  and  endeavoured,  1^ 
wifdom  and  moderation,  to  preferve  ^the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try ;  but  without  doing  any  thing  harfh  or  unjuft  to  the  adhe- 
rents of  the  houfe  of  Medici.  This  conduct  was  difliked  bf 
the  enemies  of  that  houfe,  who  continued  implacable  againft 
it ;  and,  after  two  ye^^-s  of  Ceipponi^  office  were  expired,  ther 
caballed  azaind  his  continuing  in  it  for  a  third.  Capponi  ftiU 
maintained  his  aedit  with  the  wifeft  and  worthieft  part  of  the 
citizens,  and  with  their  privity  be  enter^  into  a  private  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  pontiff,  to  divert  him  from  coming  to 
any  violent  refolutions  againfb  the  fiate.  The  correfpondence, 
however,  was  difcovered  to  CapponPs  enemies,  by  his  dropping 
a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Rome  i  and  which  was  fa 
malicioufly  reprefented  by  fome  of  the  members  of  the  higher 
RifHlufhn  council,  that  the  youths  of  Florence  rofe  in  arms,  feized  on 
im  their  go- t\iz  town-houfe,  and,  calling  the  magiftratcs  and  citizens 
mfemment.  together  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  they  fir  ft  put  the  gonfalonier 
under  arreft,  and  deprived  him  of  his  office:  a  fentence 
which  was  ratified  by  the  upper  council.  After  thb,  the  gon* 
falonier  was  tried  before  the  proper  judges  for  correfponding 
with  the  enemies  of  the  ftate ;  but, .  being  acquitted  by  them 
with  great  honour,  he  was  attended  to  his  palace  by  the  no- 
bility and  chief  citizens  of  Florence  in  a  body.  He  was  fuo> 
ceeded  in  his  office  of  gonfalonier  by  Francefco  Carducci^  t 
perfon  of  very  inferior  qualities  to  him. 
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The  duke  oFUr&'n^  ftill  contiaued  to  command  die  troops  Affmn  of 
of  the  confederates  in  Lombardy^  and  had  by  this  time  cleared  Lombar- 
himfelf  of  all  fufpicion  at  Fewa.    He  had,  in  comundion  dy. 
with  the  /r/itf A  general  St.  Pauly  and  the  duke  of  M'llan^  re- 
covered almoft  the  whole  duchy,  except  Milan  and. Com9^ 
which  were  ftiU  maintained  by  jtutomo  de  Leva^  who,  about 
this  time,  recovered  Novara',   and,  though  difablcd  by  the 

5 out,  lamenefs,  rheiimatifin,  and  other  difeafes,  he  furprifed, 
efeated,  and  took  prifoner  St,  Paul  at  Landriant.  This  de- 
feat obliged  the  Frmdr  to  evacuate  almoft  all  the  MHamfe^ 
and  to  retire  to  LotU,  But  the  negociations  for  peace  became 
now  more  ferious  than  ever,  and  the  chief  powers  at  war 
feemed  fincerely  difpofed  towards  an  accommodation.  The 
pope  had  behaved  fo  artfully,  that  though  he  was  defpifed  and 
diftrufted  by  all  parties,  yet  his  friend(hip  became  necefGuy  to 
all  of  them ;  but  the  emperor  outbid  all  the  reft.  A  treaty 
was  concluded  between  them  at  Baralma^  by  which  his  holi-  Apute$ 
ne6  obliged  himfelf  to  grant  the  imperial  troops  a  free  paf- 
fage  through  the  ecclefiaftical  flate.  Charlts^  on  the  other 
band,  engaged  to  reinftate  AUJfandro  de  Midicu  the  fon  of 
I^orenzo  de  Medici^  the  late  nominal  duke  of  Urbinoy  in  all 
bis  family  rights,  and  power  over  the  Florentim  ftate,  as  exer- 
/cifed  before  the  expulfion  of  his  family ;  his  holinefs  promiiing 
to  pay  the  neceflfary  expences  attending  that  refiitution.  The 
pope  was  again  to  be  put  into  the  pofleiEon  of  Cervia^  Ravift" 
na^  M9denay  Regght  and  Rubieray  without  prejudice,  how- 
ever, to  the  rights  of  the  empire  and  thofe  of  the  holy  fee. 
The  pope  was  to  grant  the  inveftiture  of  the  kingdom  of 
Jfaples  to  Charles^  together  with  a  vaft  number  of  ecclefiaftt- 
jcal  immunities  and  privileges  in  that  kingdom ;  and»  in  cafe 
francefco  Sfirza  was,  upon  trial,  found  to  have  been  guilty  of 
high  treafon  agaipft  his  imperial  majefty,  the  duchy  of  Milan 
was  to  be  difpofed  of,  by  the  joint  confent  of  both  parties. 
Pther  articles,  not  (b  material  to  pur  prefent  purpofe,  were  - 
)ikewife  ftipulated  between  them ;  and,  to  bind  the  whole  ac- 
/commodation,  Charles  agreed  to  give  his  natural  daughter, 
Margaret  J  in  marriage  to  AleJJandro  de  Medici^  with  an  zn-totbefre^ 
nuity  of  twenty  thou&nd  ducats,  and  an  inveftiture  of  ail  t}uj^ce  of 
fecular  greatnefs  of  tht  Medici  family.  It  is  remarkable,  that'^'P^®""^* 
though  CharleSy  when  this  peace  was  concluded,  did  not  know^^*^^'* 
pf  the  advantageous  turn  his  affairs  had  taken  in  Lombardy^ 
yet  he  readily  confirmed  the  articles  on  the  29th  of  June^  and 
lolemnly  fwore  to  the  obfervance  of  them  before  the  high  altar 
of  the  cathedral  church  of  BareeUna. 

This  peace  was  not  the  only  blow  the  Florentines  received 
f^t  this  tifnc;  for  ^\iiXt  Francis  was  giving  them  the  flrongeft   • 
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ifiurances  of  his  adherence  to  bis  leagtie  with  tfiem,  be  ac- 
tually entered  into  a  ne^^ociation  at  Camhray  for  an  accommo- 
dation with  Charles.    The  conferences  were  managed  by  the 
French  king's  mother  and  the  lady  Margaret^  fifter  to  the  eon- 
peror,  affiled  tnr  ambafladors  from  England  and  the  pope. 
On  the  5th  of  Auguft  the  treaty  ^mas  concluded  and  publilhed. 
The  terms  were,  that  the  Fremh  king*s  children  fliould  be 
jeleafed,  on  payment  of  a  large  fum  to  CharUsy  who  was  to 
be  put  into  pcfleffion  of  4II  that  the  French  held  either  in  the 
duchy  of  MilaHy  or  the  kingdom  of  Naples.     Fronds  was 
likewjfe  to  affift  Charles  in  obliging  the  Venetians  to   rettore 
the  towns  they  had  takoi  from  him  in  Pugiia^  and  diey  an4 
the  Floreniinsf  bad  four  months  allQwed  them  for  acceding  ta 
the  tfieaty. 
npbo  are       Ii^  n^uft  be  confefled,  that  the  whole  qf  this  negoctation 
abanioned  was  difgraceful  to  Fronds^  who,  in  other  refpeds,  was  a  ge- 
^  the        nerous  open-hearti^d  prince.    But,  indeed,  the  nature  of  the 
French      times  did  not  much  favour  the  exercifc  of  thofe  virtues  10  fo- 
i'^^i'         vereigns.     Francis  feemed  to  be  aftiamed  of  what  he  had 
done ;  and,  after  the  peace  had  been  concluded  in  his  namCt 
he  came  to  Camhray^  where  the  ambafladois  of  the  confcde* 
rates,  particularly  thofe  of  Fbrfnce^  (till  remained.     He  art- 
fully declined  giving  them  all  audience  at  once }  but  taking 
each  feparately,  he  apologized  to  fill  for  the  neceffity  be  was 
under,  on  account  of  his  children,  tp  conclude  th/e  peace.   As 
to  the  Florentines^  he  feemed  greatly  concerned  for  their  ime- 
reft,  becaufe  they  had  depended  on  his  good  faith.     He  pre- 
tended, to  their  ambalTadors,  that  be  never  would  fee  them  op- 
prefied ;  and  promifed  to  lend  them  forty  thoufand  crowns,  10 
affift  them  in  defending  their  liberties  ^  and  gave  leave  for 
Stefano  Cohnna,  an  officer  of  reputation  in  hisTervicc,  to  en- 
ter into  their  pay.    But  our  author  obferves,  that  the  promiie 
of  the  money  vanifhed  into  fmoke. 
Charles         Every  thing  now  tended  towards  the  great  cataftrophe  of 
ife£ins  ho/'  the  Fhrcntine  liberty.     (Carles  had  fent  before  him  two  rhcu- 
tiiities        fand  Spanijl)  foot,  to  wait  for  his  arrival  zt  Genoa -^  znivtx 
^'^      fooner  had  he  figned  the  convention  with  the  pope,   tlian  he 
ikem,         ordered  the  priixrc  of  Orange^  who  was  then  at  Aquila^  on  the 
confines  of  NapieSy  reviewing  his  troops,  to  march  into  the 
Florentine  territories.     The  prince  detefted  the  commi^on ; 
but  was  obliged  to  obey,  though  he  threw  all  the  rubs  hecouM 
in  the  way  to  render  it  abortive.    On  the  laft  10^  July  he  re- 
paired to  Rome^  to  concert  with  his  h(dinefs  the  operations  of 
the  campaign.      Many  difficulties  occurred,  and  the  prince 
was  fometimes  on  the  point  of  breaking  ofF  the  conferences. 
]Ae,  pleaded,    ths^t   he  liacj  no  money  j    and  the  pontiff, 
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with  great  difficulty,  agreed  tc^dvancc  thirty  thott&nd  diiea(s, 
and  forty  tbouiand  more  in  a  flioit  time^  upon  the  prince's 
undertaking  to  drive  Malattfta  Boglione  out  ©f  Perugia^  and 
to  reduce  that  city  to  the  obedience  of  the  church  ',  and  theit 
to  prbceed  againft  Fhreme^  where  he  was  to  re-eflabli(h  the 
authority  of  the  MeSci  family.    The  prince,  having  now  no 

'  farther  prctc^cts  for  delay,  affembkd  his  army,  which  confified 
of  three  thousand  Germany  and  four  tboufand  liotioHy  foot  ;• 
the  chief  officers  under  him  being  Pierlt^i  da  Farrujky  the 
count  £  San  Secondly  colonel  MariiOy  hrid  Schiarra  ^^^^^^^  ^^  fands 
He  was  to  be  followed  by  the  Spanijh  foot  under  the  marqut»  ^  q^q^ 
of  Gitajlo  in  Naples ;  an<I  ths  pope  lent  htm  three  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  other  arrilleTy,  out  of  the  taftle  of  St.Jngeto. 

The  Florentines  Were  far  froth  beiifg  daunted,  as  the  p^ 
had  expeded,  at  the  march  of  the  prinee,  and  appeared  to 
be  onanimoufly  rcfolved  to  defend  their  liberties  and  ii!de~ 
pei^dency,  when  advice  came  'of  Charles  having  arrived  at 
Geheaf  on  the  I2th  of  Jugujly  with  a  large  fleet,  on  board  6f 
which  wiere  nine  thoufahd  foot  and  one  tboufand  horfe,  all 
veteran  troops ;  while  at  the  (ame  tinte  Foelixy  otSe  of  his  ge- 
nerals, Inarched  iHto  Lemhardy  with  eight  thoulbnd  Germans. 
The  Phrentines  were  well  apprized  of  the  d^figns  on  foot 
againft  them  j  but  could  not  bring  tbemfelves  to  beHeve,  thae 
the  immemorial  hatred  betilv^h  the- popes  oi  Rome  and  the- 
emperors  of  Germany  were  io  far  extihgui£bed,  as  that  Charles^ 
could  eafily  behold  Florence  become  again  fiibjed  to  the  holy 
fee.  TTie  boafted  confederacy  was  now  reduced  to  the  Flo* 
fentineSy  the  Venetiansy  and  the  duke  of  Ferraray  the  duke  of 
Milan  having  entered  into  a  private  negociation  with  h4s  ho«« 
linefs.  The  Fenetians  fought  only  to  fecure  what  they  had 
ac<)uired;  and  the  duke  oiFerrara  was  fure  of  having  good 
terms,  but  held  out  till  he  could  get  the  bcft.  The  Floren*' 
tinesy  alone,  aded  with  good  faith  to  themfelves  and  their  al^ 
Hes.  That  they  might  not  be  wanting  in  point  of  prudcnce,r 
as  foon  as  they  heard  that  Charles  was  arrived  in  Itoly^  they 
deputed  four  of  their  moft  confTderable  citizens  to  attend  htm 
as  their  amballadors,  and  fairly  to  reprefcnt  the  hardfliips  they 
were  under.  The  Venetians  were  offended  at  this  ftep  of  the 
FkrentineSi  who  were  likewife  blamed  by  the  duke  of  Ferraray 
becaufe  it  ,looked  like  a  feparate  negociation.  That  duke, 
however,  imitated  their  example^  and  the  Venetians  them- 
felves confented  that  the  duke  of  Milan  ihould  make  the  beft 
iermi  He  coiild  with  the  emperor.  ^ 

Trt^ouGH  the  Florentines  proceeded  with  great  wiftJom  and  Courage 
decency i  yet  they  were  not  fully  ap'pfized  of  the  conmextons  ^^dccn- 
between  dMrUs  and  the  pope.    The  reader,  perhaps,  needs  f^^^^^J 
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not  be  ib£e>rmcd  that  the  divofce  was  now  in  agitation  bt* 
tween  Henry  VIII.  and  queen  Cathirim^  aunt  to  Charles^  who 
bad  treated  the  pop6  fo  favourably  as  he  did,  that  be  might 
prevail  with  (lim  to  refuie  the  divorce^  and  to  excommunicate 
Henry^  if  he  Ihould  marry  another,  wife^  while  Qttberim  was 
alive.    His  holineg  w^as  ienfible  bow  much  diis  affiiir  con- 
cerned the>ou(e  fX^AnJiriay  and  had  made  the  idnflating  the 
Medici  family  to  their,  power  in  Flonnu  the  price  of  hb  com- 
pliance.     Tha  FknntiHe  ambafladors  acquitted  tbem{e\ve$  to 
admiration,  and  with  great  dignity.     Repairing  to  Goim, 
where  Charhyvm^  they  congratulated  him  on  his  arrival,  and 
difcbiarged  tbetj-  c^mm^flion ;  but  without  making  any  mean 
fubmiffions.    They  were  anfwered  hy  Charks'i  firft  minifier, 
that  it  did;  not  confift  with  the.  imperial  dignity  to  treat  with 
the  ambafladors  pf  a  fubjed  ftate,  who  bad  joined  die  ene- 
mies of  its  lawful  fovereigo,  and  therefore  had  forfeited  its 
privileges ;  at}d  t^at  CharLs  expe^ed  tfaey  fliould  obtain  a 
coo(imiffion  for  a  treaty -with  the  pontiff,  after  which  b^wouM 
l^rhaps  deign  to  bear  what  they  had  to  propofe.    The  am- 
bafiadors  reported  this  anfwer  to  their  principals  at  Plorenuy 
who  fent  the^  an  ample  commiflion  to  tiieat  with  Cbarluy 
but  not  with  the  pomifFi  ordering  thena,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  admit  of  no  propofals  from  him,  and  not  to  vifu  the  car- 
dinal de  Medic'h  who  was  one  of  the  ambafladors  attending 
CbarLs  on  behalf  df  his  bolinefs^    For  thofe  reafons,  when 
Charlesy  in  the  beginning  of  Septemb^r^  went  to  Piacenza^  he 
refufed  to  fufler  the  Florentine  ambafladors  to  enter  that  city. 
£veQ  this  fevere  treatment  did  not  difcpurage  the  Florentim 
from  making  preparations  for  a  gallant  defence*    They  took 
into  their  pay  the  warlike  abbot  of  Farfa  and  two  hundred 
horfe«  and  fent  him  money  for  raifing  one  thoufaod  foot, 
which  was,  by  the  pope's  orders,  in:ereepted  near  Bracdau: 
the  abbot,  however,  foon  made  reprifals,  by  feizing  the  per- 
fon  of  cardinal  Santa  Croce,  one  of  the  ambafladors  the  pope 
fent  to  CharliSi  and  putting  him  under  arreft,  which  obliged 
his  holinefs  to  refund  the  money.    They  had  caft  their  eyei 
upon  Don  Ercote  da  EJie^  the  duke  of  Ferrarcfs  eldeft  fon,  to 
be  captain-general  of  their  troops,  and  had  fent  him  levy 
money  for  one  thoufand  foot ;  but  the  duke  of  Ferrara  pre- 
vailed upon  his  fon  not  to  accept  the  command  ;  and  be  w^ 
mean  enough  even  to  detain  the  money,  though  he  ftnt  hb 
cavalry  into  the  Flortntine  fervice. 

His  holinefs  having,  by  thofe  proceedings,  cnterecl  into  a 
ftate  of  hoftiliues  with  the  Florentines^  and  treated  Makujli 
Baglioni  as  a  rebel,  Charles  gave  orders  for  AntenU  de  Liva  to 
enter  Lombard  at  the  bead  of  all  the  Sfanijh  forces,  and  of- 
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fcrcd  to  land  them  at  ^etla  in  \\ieGenoefe  dominions,  as  ht\x\g  progre/s  of 
ttezT  Florence',  but  the  pope,  looking  on  that  territory  as  his  the  tuar 
own,  was  far  from  encouraging  fo  powerful  an  invafion  ;  and  againfi 
therefore  it  was  refolved  to  begin  the  operations  on  the  fide  them^ 
of  the  Romagna^  under  the  prince  of  Or^«^^.    He  accordingly 
direSed  his  march  againft  Spelle^  where  the  beft  of  his  o£Bcers, 
Giovanni  de  UrhinOy  was  killed  by  a  ihot  from  the  place,  while 
he  was  reconnoitritig  it.    The  garrifon,  which  confifted  of 
five  hundred  £oot'and  twenty  horfe,  was  commanded  hjLione 
Baglieniy  a  natural  brother  %AMalatefta^  who  made  a  cowardly 
furrender  of  the  place,  upon  a  Angle  battery  being  opened 
againft  it ;  the  gaaifon  capitulating  to  march  out  without  any 
arms  but  their  fwords,  and  as  many  efFedls  as  they  could  carry, 
and  not  to  ferve  againft  Charles  iat  three  months. 

The  biftiop  of  Tarbe  was  at  this  time  in  Tufcany^  a»  am*  Dijffimiilam 
baflador  from  France^  arui  encouragmg  the  few  remains  o^iion  rf 
the  confederacy,  particularly  the;  Florentines^  to  hoid  out  to  the  Francis, 
laft,  becaufe  his  mafter  was  preparing  to  fend  a  great  force  to, 
•their  afliftance.  The  intention  of  Francisy  by  thofe  4eclara^ 
tions,  was  to  multiply  the  difficulties  of  Charles^  every  day 
producing  frcfh  doubts  and  c^ftacles  to  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  between  them*  Though  he  had  no  intention  to  favour 
the  Florentines y  yet  he  thought  he  might  more  readily  recover 
iiis  children  by  fpiriting  up  an.oppofttion  to  him  inTi^^. 
He  fucceeded  fo  far,  that  the  war  was  renewed  between 
Charles y  on  the  one  part,  and  the  duke  oi  Milan  and  the  Vene^ 
tiansy  on  the  other,  inLombard]^,  The  pope,  being  afraid 
that,  by  this  newly  rekindled  war,  he  might  be  difappointed 
in  his  views  upon  Tufianyy  tnterpofed  as  a  mediator  with  all 
parties ;  and  Charksy  alaraaed  by  the  progrefs  of  the  Turks  in 
Hungary  and  Auftriay  became  every  day  more  pliable.  The 
Venetiansy  on  the  other  hand,  always  frugal  of  their  money, 
had  laid  up  their  fleet,  and  had  fent  orders  to  their  general, 
the  duke  of  Urbinoy  to  aft  upon  the  defenfive  in  the  Brefciano. 
In  the  mean  while,  the  adive  Antonio  de  Levay  whom  age 
and  infirmities  had  now  reduced  to  be  carried  in  a  litter  upon 
men's  (boulders,  took  Paviay  almoft  without  refiftance;  while 
the  marquis  of  Mantuay  who  was  now  in  the  imperial  pay, 
was  making  preparations  for  befteging  the  duke  of  Milan  in 
Cremona^  which  was  fuccoured  by  the  ^enetiansy  who  dreaded 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  impehalifts. 

After  the  prince  of  Orange  had  taken  Spelle^  being  joined  Frogrtft  of 
by  the  Spanijb  foot  under  the  marquis  de  Guafloy  he  advanced  ^he  prince 
againft  Perugiay  where  he  had  entered  into  a  fecret  negocia-  e/^Orange. 
tion  with  Malatfjla  to  perfuade  him  to  fubmit  to  the  pope; 
As  the  views  of  his  holinefs  againft  Perugia  reached,  at  that.. 
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tinie  no  farther,  than  that  the  inbabicants^  and  d>e  gairifixiv 
\vhich  confided  of  three  thouCind  Florentine  ibor,  might  ooc 
interrupt  his  defigns  upon  Florence^  he  o&red  Malaga  very 
advantageous  terms ;  and  that  not  otAy\As  «ftate  and  dkSt^ 
ihould  be  preferved,  but  that  be  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  with- 
draw with  the  garrifon,  to  the  defence  of  the  Fiereftttnes  i  uid 
that  none  of  his  enemies  fliould  be  admitted  into  Perugieu 
Malatefla  would  have  gladly  accepted  of'  thofe  tenns ;  bur, 
b\xt  of  a  point  of  honour^  he  declared  be  would  not,  unie^ 
Avith  the  confent  of  the  Florentines.  To  bring  the  latter  to 
agree  to  tbemy  he  informed  them,  that  he  could  not-defeod 
Perugia^  without  afre(h  fupplyof  one  thouland  foot,  and  un« 
Je(B  they  would  cover  the  neighbourhood  of  ^ern^a  with  the 
reft  of  their  troops  tvhicb,  in  fa£t.  It  was  not  poffible  for 
them  to  do»  without  leaving  their  own  capital  defencelcfsj 
Malatejia  then  reprefented  to  them,'  that,  in  all  probabQity, 
If  an  accommodation  was  not  efiefied,  the  (nince  of  Oret^ 
would  advance  with  his  irrain  army  dioefily  againft  Flvrence^ 
and  leave  Perugia  to  the  mercy  of  the  pope,  who  had  troopt 
of -his  own  fuffici^^(  to  diftrefe,  if  not  to  leduce  it.. 
Difficult  I e$  MAL  AT 3  S  TJ'%  fuggiftions  were  liiHy  debated  at  Fk^ 
ahout  Ma-  rence^  whac  the  danger  their  garrifon  w^  in  of  being  intcr- 
lacefta.  cepted,  and  feme  diftruft  they  had  of  liis  fidelity,  prevailed  on 
the  magiAracy  to  refolve  upon  granting  him  leave  to  acc^ 
of  the  terms  propofed  fay  thfc  pope  ai^d  the  prioce  of  Oramgu 
They  accordingly,  on  the  6th  dS^pimbcr^  ktt  a  mcfiecger 
with  leave  to  Malctifta  to  clofc  with  the  terms  propofed  to 
him;  but  by  all  means  to  withdraw  his  garrifon  to  FUreme. 
Before  this  mefl«iger  arrhred  at  Perupa^  die  prince  oiOmmgi 
had  made  fo  great  a  progrefs,  tibat  Maiatejia  had  agreed  to 
the  terms  \  and  the  prince,  that  the  garrtfbh  misht  receive 
no  interruption  in  returning  to  FUrmci^  iuid  agreed  to  make 
a  halt  of  two  days  to  favour  their  retreat.  'It  was  the  1 2th  of 
l^erugia  DccetrAer  before  the  FUnntincs  marthed  out  of  Perugia^  whkh 
evaiuttfid,  they  did  with  fuch  expedition,  that  they  a^rivfld  the  feme  daj^ 
at  Gortona ;  and  the  Imperialifts  ftitl  advancing,  the  whole 
war  was  in  a  manner  cont^aded  to  the  neighbourhood  </ 
Fhrince. 

The  Vemtians'znd  the  duke  of  iwtfr^,  well  knowing  that 
the  pope's  principal  objcdt  Was  to  re-eftablifli  his  family  io 
Florince^  were  all  this  while  exciting  the  Florentines  to  perfir- 
vere  in  th^rr  own  defence,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  better  temj 
for  tb^mfelv^s*;  nor,^  in  the  end,  were  they  deceived  in  thdf 
fchemes,  though  they  deceived  the  Florentines  in  all  the  mag- 
Siegi  df  nificent  promfies  they  madp  them.  The  prince  of  Orange 
Cortoaa^   was  at  this  time  bufy  in  the  fiege  of  Cortona^  which  prbceedcd 
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fcut  flowly,  though  the  place  had  but  fevcn  hundred  in  gar- 
rifon  ;  wherea^it  required  one  thoufand  to  make  an  cffefifual 
tJefence.     Antonio  Francefco  Albizi  then  commanded  for  the 
Florentinei  in  Aretzo^  where  the  garrifon   was  very  ftrong. 
Being  apprchenfive  of  the   fate  of  Cortona^  and   ihar,  after 
taking  it,  the  prince  of  Orange  would  certainly  march  direilly 
againft  Florencty  and  thereby  cut  ofF  all  communication  be- 
fween  that  city  and  Arezzoy  he  refolvcd  to  withdraw  the  garri- 
■   fon,  and  to  leave  no  more  than  one  hundred  foldiers  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  caftle ;  but  being  arrived  at  Feghiniy  he  had  an 
interview  with  Ma^.atejiay  who  perfuaded  him  to  fend  back 
6ne  thoufand  of  his  men  to  Arezzo.  • 

In  the  mean  while,  on  the  17th  of  Septetnbiry  the  prince 
of  Orange  continued   the  fiege  of  Cortonay  though   not  very 
briflcly  5  but  the  [larrifon,  defpairing  of  relief  either  from/%- 
-rence  or  Arczzo^  furrendered  the  place,  and  agreed  to  pay  to 
the  prince  twenty  thoufand  ducats  to  exempt  them  from,  being 
{plundered.     The  example  ofCortona  was  followed  by  Arezzo^  ivblch  is 
which  the  garrifon  abandoned  ;  and  the -inhabitants  furren- '^^^«;  as 
dered,  on  condition  of  being  taken  under  the  imperial  pro- ^-^  Arezzo. 
tedion,  and  not  to  return  under  the  government  of  the  /%« 
rcntinesy  as  imagining  that  they  muft  then  return  to  be  fuSjeil 
Co  the  houfc  o{ Medici  BuiCharles  had  now  declared,  that  he 
would  hear  of  no  terms,  nor  admit  ihp  /7^r^/?//«^  ambafiadors 
to  treat,  unlefs  the  Medici- were  re-cftabliflied  in  their  powcf 
Over  the  Florentines  *y  and  the  prince  of  Orange  declared,  that 
h^  muft  proceed  to  extremities,  if  that  re-eftablilhment  was 
tiot  complied  with. 

It  is  amazing  that  the  Florentines  had  the  courage  zndtjlfeFlo^ 
^onftanty  to  wiihftand,  as  they  did,  fo  many'powerful  enemies,  rentines 
and  the  praftices  of  fo  many  treacherous  allies.     Italy  con-  nhandonti  . 
fidered  the  reduftion  of  Florence  2is  the  price  of  her  peace;  and  h  ^^"^ 
every  princd  and  ftate  within  it  thought  themfelves  concerned  ^H^'* 
either  in  opjwfmg  or  forwarding  the  favourite  view  of  his  ho- 
fineft  ;  but  all  for  the  fame  end,  their  own  intefeft.     His  holi- 
^efs  thought  no  gratification  too  great,  that  could  acquire  z 
friend  or  remove  an  enemy :  even  petty  lords  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  diftreflcs  of  the  Florentines ^  by  receiving  money 
for  their  kvies,    and  then  going   over    to   their   enemies. 
The  army  of  the  prince  of  Orange  now  confifted  of  four  thou* 
fand  five  hundred  Spanijh  and  German  foot,  all  of  them  excel- 
lent troops,  and  about  fix  thoufand  Italians^  three  hundred 
Ihen  at  arms,  and  five  hundred  light  horfe ;  but  it  Was  mife- 
fably  provided  in  cannon,  fo  that*  the  prince  was  obliged  ta 
apply  to  the  Ssennefe.     The  ayerfion  which  that  people  had 
for  the  houfe  of  Medici  was  equal  to*  that  of  the  Florentines ; 
Mod.  Hist,  Vol.  XXXVl.  M  m  and 
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and  though  they  were  in  no  cond'uion  torcfufc  the  princess 
demands,  yet  they  proceeded  in  their  compliance  with  him 
reluctantly  and  flowly.  With  this  melancholy  profpeft  before 
their  eyes,  the  Florentines  ftill  continued  to  treats  By  gain- 
ing time,  they  had  letftire  to  fortify  their  city ;  and  they  were 
in  hopes  that  the  imperial  army  muft  moulder  away,  or  be 
difbanded  for  want  of  money.  But,  above  all,  they  were  fti'll 
in  hopes  of  being  able  to  mollify  Charles^  and  bad  cho(en  four 
new  ambafladors  to  treat  with  him. 
Su^geflions  BuT  they  foon  found  all  their  expe<Slations  vain,  and  that 
againji  they  muft  ftand  or  fall  by  themfelves.  Nothing  was  fo  much 
them.  tallced  of  in  Italy ^  both  amongft  their  friends  and  allies,  as 
their  ingratitude  towards  the  houfe  of  Medici^  who  had  raifed 
them  to  fo  high  a  pitch  of  grandeur ;  who,  by  their  private 
fortunes,  had  enriched  their  ftate,  adorned  their  city,  and  po- 
lished their  manners  ;  who  had  ruled  them  with  fuch  gentle- 
nefs  and  juftice,  that  their  fupcriority  was  not  felt,  who 
never  had  been  accufed  but  iipon  groundlefs  fufpicions  and 
unfupported  clamoqr ;  and  who  never  had  had  an  enemy  but 
thofe  who  were  enemies  to  the  peace  of  their  country,  and 
the  order  of  government.  The  FhrentintSy  on  the  other 
hand)  having  but  newly  recovered  their  liberty,  were  paf- 
fionaccly  fond  of  it ;  but  they  perceived  that  they  could  not 
lenjoy  it,  and  manifeft  their  averfion  to  the  hou(e  of  MedUi 
at  the  fame  time.  They,  therefore,  in  a  general  meeting,  or 
parliament,  refolved  to  agree  to  re-admit  the  family  o^ Medici^ 
fkey  negd'  and  to  treat  with  the  pope,  provided  their  liberties  were  not 
eiau  'wkb  to  be  affe<aed,  or  the  popular  form  of  their  government  al- 
thefQpe\  tered.  Deputies  were  fcnt  to  fignify  this  refolution  to  the 
'  pope,  and  others  were  fent  to  the  prince  of  Orange^  who  had 
cxpreffed  great  kindnefs  for  their  ftate,  provid^  the  Aledia 
family  was  reftored  to  ir*  The  pope  behaved  towards  the 
ambafladors  with  bis  ufual  politenefs,  diffimulation,  and  cau- 
tion. He  protcrted,  that  he  had  no  defign  upon  the  liberties 
oi  Florence ;  that  he  had  no  difference  with  their  date,  farther 
than  as  being  an  ally  to  Ihe  epnperor,  who  was  the  direft  lori 
of  it(  and  that  the  beft  method  they  could  purfue  was  to 
leave  their  intcrefts  intirely  in  his  bands,  and  to  truft  to  bis 
honour,  being  determined  to  employ  all  his  credit  v/'whCharla 
\h  their  favour,  and  to  do  them  more  ^ood  offices  than  they 
had  reafon  to  expe<SI  at  his  hands.  The  Florentines^  to  put 
his  profeffions  to  a  trial,  requefted  that  he  would  procure  an 
immediate  ftop  to  be  put  to  the  march  of  the  imperial  army  ; 
which  the  crafty  pontiff  abfol.utely  refiifed  to  do,  as  well 
knowing  to  what  thc'requeft  tended.  As  to  the  prince  of 
Orange,  he,  pretended,  that,  being  under  thjC  emperor's  or- 
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dcrs,  he  tould  do  nothing  of  himfelf.    Notwithflanding  this,' 
.  the  flownefs  of  his  motions  were  very  favourable  to  the  Flo- 
rentiries. 

The  latter,  all  this  while,  continued  their  endeavours  to  hut  fortify 
fortify  their  city  ;  but  found  it  impracticable  to  doit  tfi'cc- their  city. 
tually,  before  the  prince  of  Orange^  who,  on  the  24rh  of  Sep^ 
iemberj  lay  at  Monte  Varchi  in  the  Val  d'Arno^  eight  miles 
diftant  froiii  Florence^  could  come  before  it.  They  received 
likewife  intelligence,  that  RamazzottOy  a  papal  general,  had 
advanced  (rom  the  Bolognefey  and  had  entered  the  vale  of 
Mugello  with  three  thoufand  men,  in  order  to  procceti  to 
Pratoi  fo  that  their  city  was  in  danger  6f  being  fliut  up  by 
its  enemies  on  all  fides.  The  apprehenfion  of  this  drove 
many  of  the  inhabitants  out  of  Florence ;  and  the  council  of 
ten,  who  had  the  management  of  the  war,  gave  it  as  their 
unanimous  opinion,*  that  the  Florentines  had  no  chance  for 
/afetv,  but  to  fend  a  free  and  unconditional  offer  bf  fubmiffiori 
to  tne  will  of  the  foVereign  pontiff.  That  council,  however, 
being  fubordinate  to  the  kipreme  council,  the  affair  was  laid 
before  them,  who,  with  the  gonfalonier  at  their  head,  and 
fupportcd  by  the  partizans  of  popular  government,  and  the 
youth  of  the  city,  condemned  the  refolution,  and  prepared 
fbr  a  vigorous,  defence. 

The  prince  of  Orange^  without  fliewing  any  refenrment^/7w/!^^ 
at  the  Siennefe  for  not  expediting  the  march  of  their  artillery,  £/* /^^ 
pretended  he  could  not  advance  farther  than  Feghihi  and  An-p^f^f  of 
cifay  which  he  did  on  the  27th,  before  the  arrival  of  the  ar-  Orange* 
tillery  from  Sienna  i  but  it  was  thought,  that,  if  he  had  pro- 
ceeded on  the  28th,  which  was  the  day  the  difagreement  hap* 
pened  between  the  fupremc  council  and  the  cbuncil  of  ten, 
be  might  have  taken  poffeffion  of  Florence^  even  without  artil- 
lery.    His  flownefs  raifed  the  Florentines  from  their  defpon- 
dcncy ;  and  they  worked  fo  inceffantly  upon  their   fortifica- 
tions, that,  by  the  4th  ofO^obefj  they  were  judged  to  be  in  a 
^ate  of  defence.    The  citizens  became  now  unanimous  to 
hold  out  to  the  laft  ;  and  their  refolution  was  confirmed  when 
(hey  received  advice  that  Ramazzotto,  whofe  troops  wer6  with- 
out money,  and  without  difcipline,  having  plundered  the  iWi/- 
^elloy  was  retarned  to  the  Bdognejiy  \$here  he  purchaTcd  froni 
his  foldiers  all  their  plunder. 

The  pope,  from  the  late  appKca'tions  made  to  him  by  th4t 
rhrentineSj  and  the  hew  deputation  they  had  ordered  to  * 
Charles^  imagined  that  they  were  difpofcd  to  make  an  abfo- 
lute  furrender  of  their  government  into  his  hands,  and  fent 
the  archbifhop  of  Capua  to  the  imperial  camp,  to  prevent  the 
^(Hmtry  being  ravaged.     The  archbifliop  was  obliged  to  pafs 
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through  Florence^  where  he  found  the  citizens  far  othcrwifc 
difpofed  than  his  holinefs  had  imagined,  which  made  bim 
haften  the  interview  which  he  propofed  to  have  with  the  em- 
peror at  Bologna^  concerning  the  affairs  of  Italy^  but  chicBy 
thofe  of  Florence. 
SUge  of         It  was  the  20lh  of  Oflober  before  the  prince  of  Oranie^ 
Florence,   who  ftill  pretended  to  wait  for  the  Siennefi  artillery,  reached 
the  plain  oiRipoliy  two  miles  from  Florence^  with  all  his  troops 
and  cannon.     As  the  fituation  of  that  city  is  very  unequal, 
lying  in  the  midft  of  hills  interfperfcd  with  vallies,  anddivideJ 
by  the  river  yfrno^  the  fiege  of  it  proved  a  matter  of  more 
difficulty  than  the  prince  had  forefeen.     On  the  24th  betook 
poflciTion  of  the  hills  near  the  fortifications,  all  along  from 
the  gate  of  San  Miniato  to  that  of  San  Glorgia^  on  the  one 
fide,  and,  on  the  other,  from  the  fame  gate  to  the  road  from 
the  gate  of  San  Nicolo.     The  Florentines  had   in  their  city 
eight  ihoufand  troops,  on  whom  they  might  depend ;  and  they- 
had  placed  fufficient  garrifons  in  Prato,  Pijioia^  Empoliy  P'lk 
and  Livorno  ;  and  intruded  the  defence  of  the  places  of  k6 
importance  to  their  own  inhabitants,  and  thc'ftrength  of  tbdr 
fituation.     The  Siennefe  thought  that  this  was  a  proper  time 
for  recovering  Monte  Pulciano  from  the  Florentines ;  but  it  wis 
luckily  faved  by  fome  Florentine  foot  who  were  in  the  placf, 
and  who  were  afterwards  fupported  by  three  hundred  horle 
under  Napoleone  Orfino^  a  Florentine  officer.     The  country  of 
Tufcany^  at  this  time,  was  terribly  ravaged  by  troops  of  ban- 
ditti and  irregulars,  the  Siennefe  particularly,  who  plunderci 
equally  fr'end)  and  foes. 
Charles         It  was  now  plain  to  his  holinefs,  that  the  fiege  of  Flormt 
frepopjftd  would  prove  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  difficulty.     He  was  then 
a^ainji      arrived  at  Bologna^  to  which  place  Charles  repaired  foon  after; 
$hem.  ajjd  2X  their  interview,  and  in  their  coBverfaiiort,  they  trettcd 

each  other  with  the  greateft  marks  of  friendflitp,  efteem,  and 
afFedlion.  Charles^  receiving  undoubted  intelligence  that  the 
Turks  had  been  repulfed  before  Vienna^  and  had  retreated 
towards  Hungary^  refolved  now  to  proceed  more  carncftly 
than  ever  in  fettling  the  affairs  of  Italy.  He  had  been  pre- 
vailed upon  by  the  pope  to  admit  the  new  Florentine  deputies 
to  an  audience ;  and  the  anfwcr  he  gave  them  was  didated 
by  his  holinefs,  who  more  than  ever  infifted  upon  the  reduc- 
tion of  Florence.  Chai'les^  who  had  been  imprefled  with  1 
itotion  that  the  Florentines  always  inclined  to  the  French  in- 
tereft,  had  no  objection  to  that;  but  complained  of  the  want 
of  monc}s  and  faid,  that  it  was  necefiTary  to  come  to  an  ac- 
commodation with  the  Venetians  and  the  duke  of  Milan^  who 
othcrwife  m  igh t  affift  the  Florentines.    Th^  popCj  on  the  odiw 
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handy  offered  to  pay  to  the  army  of  the  prince  of  Orange^ 
who  had  left  the  fiege,  and  was  come  to  Bologna  to  affift  ac 
the  conferences,  fixty  thoufand  ducats  every  month,  provided 
his  imperial  majefty,  after  coming  to  an  agreement  with  the 
Venetians  and  the  duke  oX Milan.,  would  employ  all  his  troops 
in  Lombardy  in  the  (lege  of  Florence,  The  affair  of  the  rcfti- 
tution  of  Modena  and  Reggio^  to  the  duke  of  Ferraroy  came 
next  to  be  confidered.  Charles  hid  promifed  to  that  duke, 
that  they  fliould  be  rcftored  to  him  j  but  the  pope  remained 
inflexible  againft  the  reftitution,  becaufe  of  their  importance 
to  Parma  and  Piacenza. 

While  the  conferences  were  thus  depending  at  Bologna,  Prognfs  of 
accounts  came^of  the  vaft  progrefs  the  Lutherans  were  making '^^  refor- 
in  Germany y  where  every  thing  was  in  confufion,  and  which «"^'^^* 
the  Turks  again  threatened  to  invade.    This  news  determined 
Charles  to  come  to  fome  agreement  with  the  duke  of  Milan 
and  the  Venetians.    Before  his  arrival  in  Italy ^  he  had  been  fo 
exafperated  at  that  duke,  that  it  was  thought  he  would  have 
cut  off*  his  head,  had  it  been  in  his  power ;  but  refledting  now 
on  the  vaft  fums  he  had  to  no  purpofe  lavifhed  in  Itcuy,  his 
only  ftudy  was  how  to  bring  about  an  accommodation  with 
him,  withotit  derogating  from  the  imperial  authority.     Had 
he  liftened  to  Anthony  de  Leva,  he  would  have  transferred  the 
Milanefe  to  the  houfe  of  Medici ;  but  the  pope  was  averfc  to 
that  propofal,  becaufe  of  the  danger  and  difficulty  with  which 
it  muft  be  attended,  and  became  a  ftrong  advocate  for  Sforza, 
who  continued  to  be  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  the  Venetians. 
Charles,  therefore,  refolving  to  cut  fhort  all  difficulties,  fent 
Sforza  a  fafe-condu<S,  that  he  might  come  and  juftify  his 
condudl    before  him   at   Bologna.     Sforza^  accepted  of  the 
fafe-condu£t,  and  arrived  at  Bclogna^  where  appearing  be- Sforza 
fore  the  emperor,  he  thanked  him  for  being  admitted  to  his^^jw/// /# 
prefencej  but  added,  that  he  required  no  other  faf!^condu<a  Charles, 
than  his  own  innocence  and  his  majcfty's  juftice,  and  laid  the 
paper  that  contained  it  before  CharleSy  who  was  highly  pleafed 
with  the  duke's  magnanimity.     It  wa>  now  the  end  of  No^ 
vember ;  and  though  the  pope  was  indefatigable  in  his  endea- 
vours to  bring  about  a  peace  between  Charles  and  the  Venetians^ 
as  well  as  Sforza,  the  negociations  took  up  almoft  a  month. 
At  laft,  on  the  23d  oi  December ^  ho\!n  accommodations  were 
concluded. 

By  that  with  Sforza,  the  latter  was  to  pay  to  Charles,  A  peace 
within  one  year,  one  hundred  thoufand  ducacs,  and  fifty  Khou-' concluded* 
fand  ducats  annually  for  ten  years  after;  in  confidcration  of 
which,  Charles  agreed  to  confiim  to  Sforza  the  inveftiturc  of 
^Ijc  /yjihwefe,  but  he  was  to  ketp  in  his  hands  Ccmo^  and  the 
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caftlc  of  Mllan^  till  the  firft  payment  was  made.    By  thff 
treaty  with  the  Venetiansy  the  latter  proDiifed  to  reQore  Ra* 
venna  and  Cervia^  with  all  their  dependencies,  to  the  pope ; 
to  reftore  to  the  emperor  all  that  they  poffeffed  in  the  king- 
dom of  Naples  \  and  to  pay  him,  by  way  of  arrears,  fifty  thoir- 
fand  ducats,  upon  his  rcftoring  to  them  their  places  in  bis 
pofTcffion ;  and  they  were  afterwards  to  pay  one  hundred  thou- 
iand  ducats  more. .  Thefe  are  the  only  head^  of  this  accom- 
modation that  fall  within  our  defign. 
Thefiegf        All  the  wars  of  Italy  were  now  contracted  to  the  fiegc  of 
g/'Flo-      Florence^  which  continued  to  make  fo  gallant  a  defence,  that 
rencc  con-  j^e  prince  of  Orange  was  obliged  to  bring  a  body  of  pioneersj^ 
iinueJf        and  fome  field -piece?,  from  Lutca.     He  then  ercfled  a  bat- 
.     tery  againft  the  baftionof5tf;i  Miniato^  which  be  endeavoured 
to  ftorm,  but  with  very  little  fuccefs ;  fo  that  all  he  could  do 
was  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  towns  of  Colle  and  San  Gemniano^ 
for  fecuring  his  convoys  from  Sienna^  from  whence  he  drew 
his  provifions.     All  his  afTaults   continuing   inefFe£lual,  the 
operations  of  the  fiege  were  flackened,  and  the  prince,  draw- 
ing off  his  troops,  turned  it  into  a  kind  of  blockade;  during 
which  the  befieged  made  feveral  fallies  with  confiderablc  fuc- 
cefs.    In  this  languifhing  ftate  of  the  ftege,  Charles^  having 
completed  his  accommodation,  fent  from  Lombardy  four  thoi^ 
f  and  German  J  and  two  thoufand  five  hundred  Sfanijb  foot, 
eight  hundred  Italians^  and  above  three  hundred  light  horfe, 
with  twenty- five  pieces  of  artillery,  to  affift  at  the  fiege  of 
Florence ;  but  the  valour  of  the  befieged,  and  the  ftrength  of 
the  city,  was  fuch,  that  the  beficgers  durft  not  venture  upon 
an  afiault ;    while  the  Fhrentines^  now  thinking  they  were  nq 
imatch  for  their  enemies  in  the  open  field,  difcontinued  their 
fallies  ;  fo  that,  for  fome  time,  a  total  ina6iivity  enfued  be- 
tween the  two  parties.     The  prince,  however,  found  means 
to  fend'^fteen   hundred  foot,  four  hundred  horfe,  and  four* 
pieces  of  cannon,  againft  Lnjlra^  which,  according  to  Paul 
yavius,  made  a  noble  defence;  but  not  being  relieved  io  time, 
it  was  taken,  and  about  two  hundred  of  the  garrifon  put  to 
the  fword.     This  iofs  was  recompenfed  to  the  Florentines  by 
a  fuccefsful  fally,   which  Siefano  Cdonna,  at  the  head  of  fix- 
|een  thoufand  Fkrenthes^  all  difguifed  like  Spaniards^  made 
upon  a  quarter  of  the  befiegers,  where  he  put  a  vaft  number 
to  the  fword,  and  returned  to  Florence^  without  lolmg  -a  man. 
It  was  about  this  time  that  Ptrro  di  Piiro^  in  marching  to 
att^'ck  M^^^t^pcli^  2t  town  in  the  Pi/an  territory,  was   intcr- 
ctptfd   by  the  Florentine  garrifon  of  Empoli,  which  defeated 
bini,  and  made  many  of  his  men  prifoners.     Napolecne  Grjho 
Jikewifc  checked  AUjfandro  VhcUi^  who  commicied  great  v2i- 
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vagcs  in  the  territory  of  Borgo  $an  Sepoicro.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Florerit'me  garrifons  of  Pijloia  and  Prato^  intimi- 
dated hy  the  reinforcement  that  had  arrived  from  Lombardy  to 
the  beuegers,  abandoned  thofe  places,  which  immediately 
fubmittcd  to  the  pontiff";  as  did  Pletra  Santa, 

In"  the  beginning  of  the  year  1530,  the  befiegers  had  been  to  the  dif- 
fo  far  from  making  any  proorefs  againft  Florence,  that  the  pope  ad^vantage 
was  perfuaded,  hy  Malatejia  Baglioni^  to  fend  the  bifhop  of  ^ '^  ^^- 
Faen%a  to  Florence  to  treat  with  them  of  an  accommodation. /^^'''^^« 
The  Florentines^  who  were  far  from  being  averfe  to  peace. 
fufFered  this  negociation  to  go  on.     But  the  whole  appeared 
afterwards  to  be  an  artifice  of  Malatejiay  whofe  time  in  the 
Florentine  fervicc  was  now  almoft  expired  ;  for  the  Florentines^ 
for  fear  of  bis  going  over  to  the  pope,  who  had  offered  him 
great  terms 9  renewed  their  contra<3  with  him,  and  appointed 
him  to  be  their  captain-g:cneral.     The  bifhop  of  Facnzah  ne- 
gociation, however,  with  Malatejla^  encouraged  the  Florin* 
tines  to  make  frefh  applications,  by  their  ambaffadors,  to  the 
emperor  and  the  pope;  but  without,  in  the  leaft,  departing 
from  .the  deqjands  they  had  made  for  fecuring  their  liberties, 
and  this  rendered  the  whole  negociation  fruitlefs ;  for  Charles  . 
refuied  to  admit  them  to  his  prefence,  and  the)'  returnrd  to 
.  Florence. 

The  marquis  delGuaJlo  commanded  the  imperial  troops, // /V  m^^ 
that  had  come  from  Lombardy  to  affift  at  the  fiege  of  Florence  {forced^ 
^nd  he  encamped  at  Peretola^  without  venturing  to  advance 
farther,  leaving  the  operations  of  the  fiege  to  the  prince  of 
Orange^  who  thought  his  chara<9er  was  now  at  ftake,  and 
refolved  to  proceed  with  the  utmoff  vigour.  In  January^  he 
ere<5led  new  works,  ordered  his  troops  to  take  poff  nearer 
the  city,  and  made  difpofitions  for  battering  the  baflion  of 
San  Giorgioy  the  ftrongeft  about  Florence^  and  defended  by  5/^- 
fano  Colonna.  But  after  all  the  vaft  preparations  the  prince 
made,  finding  the  attempt  impracticable,  he  defifted  from  it  \ 
and  thus  a  blockade,  rather  than  a  fiege,  was  ffill  con- 
tinued. 

The  Plonntinis  were  now  in  high  fpirits :  by  the  accef-  Refihition 
fions  of  firength  the  garrifon  had  received,  it  amounted  to  of  th¥\o' 
about  ten  thoufand  men;  but  they  received  the  pay  of  four-  rentSne^ 
teen  thoufand.     This  confirmed  the  foldiers  in  their  dutyjA^''^* 
and  they  refufed  no  toils  or  danger  in  difcharging  it.     Their 
officers,  to  encourage  them  to  perfeverance   in  thofe  fenti- 
ments,  held  an  aflembly  in  the  church  of  San  Ni^oh^  where, 
after  mafs  had  been  performed,  they  took  a  folemn  oath,  io 
the  prcfence  of  Malatejla^  their  captain-general,  to  defend 
the  city  to  the  laft  extremity.    They  wtrc  not,  however,  una- 
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nimous  in  this  refolution  5  for  Napokone  OrfinOy  after  rcccivipg 
advance- money  from  the  Florentines^  left  their  fervicc,  and  at 
Bracciano  entered  into  that  of  the  pope  and  the  emperor,  to 
whom  he  promifed  that  all  the  fubalterns  in  his  pay  (hould 
follow  him. 

The  unexpcfled  defence  made  by  the  Fhrmiines  was  fo 
alarming  to  the  pope,  that  he  at  laft  h^d  recourfc  to  the 
French\i\ng.  Francis^  who  had  his  reafons  at  thauime  for 
managing  his  holinefs,  at  his  earned  folititation  fentCIo'- 
piont^  one  of  his  minifters,  to  Florence^  where,  after  making 
the  beft  apology  he  could  for  the  ncceflity  his  matter  was  un- 
der to  abandon  th^m  ^t  the  treaty  ofCambrav^  offered  his  me- 
diation between  them  and  his  holinefs;  but  at  the  (ame  time 
gave  them  to  underftand  in  public,  that  Frfyw/Zexpefled  they 
would,  in  any  event,  fubmit  to  the  pontiff  and  the  emperor, 
and  that  all  they  were  to  expert  from  his  negotiation,  was  to 
get  the  beft  terms  that  poffibly  could  be  pbtained.  B\itFrana's 
was  infincere  in  the  whole  tranfaflion  ;  for  though  ClertMnt^ 
His  policy,  in  his  maker's  name,  it(\\i\xt^\>oi\iMalatiJfazti6Stefan6C^ 
'  lonna,  who  received  French  pay,  to  leave  Plorencty  he  fecrcily 

advifed  tjiem  to  the  contrary;  and  thouj^h /r^/ic/j  had  car- 
ried  his  diilimulation  fo  far  as  to  recal  ^/^nry,  his  refident  it 
-  Florence^  from  thence,  yet  he  ftill  maintained  an  agent  there, 
and  gave  the  heads  of  ihc  Florentines  private  aflurances  Aat 
he  would  fend  theni  effedual'af&ftance  as  fooh  as  he  couU 
recover  his  children  out  of  the  empcror'is  hands.  The  popC' 
ufed  likewife  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevail  with  Fronds 
to  difcharge  the  Florentine  ambaffador  from  his  court,  aniii 
prefented  his  chancellor  and  favourite  with  a  cardinal's  hal 
and  the  legat^fhip  of  France^  by  the  hands  of  the  bifliop  6f 
•  TarU.  That  prelate  was,  at  the  fame  time,  empowered  by 
his  holinefs  to  propofg  an  interview  between  himfelf,  the 
French  k'lngj  and  the  emperor,  at  Turin,  To  this  propofal 
he  was  aiifwered,  that  fuch  a  meeting  could,  with  no  pro- 
priety, take  place,  while  the  ycung  princes  of  France  conti* 
nued  in  prifon  j  nor  did  his  majefty  think  it  f^fc  for  him 
to  run  himfelf.  into  the  like  danger. 

His  holinefs  having  mifcarricd  in  this  fchemc,  hcperfuadcd 
the  emperor  to  repair  with  him  to  Sienna^  that  they  might  he 
nearer  at  hand  for  giving  orders  about  the  liege  of  Florence i 
but  the  emperor  tliewing  fome  impatience  at  not  having  re- 
ceived the  imperial  crown  in  Jtal)\  it  was  propofed  that  that 
ceremony  Ciould  be  performed  at  Romel  When  be  and  the 
pope  were  on  the  pcint  of  letting  oiit  for  that  city,  advicts 
came  that  the  diforders  in  Germany  were  encreafed,  and  that 
the  prefence  of  Charles  in  the  empire  was  now  abfolutely  ne- 
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ceffary  for  fupprcffing  thcoi,  by  calling  a  diet  of  the  empire, 
a  general  council  of  the  chifrch,  and  for  dcfling  his  brother 
the  archduke  Ferdinand^  king  of  the  Rcmgns.  Upon  this  the 
emperor  and  his  hoKnefs  repaired  to  Bologna^  where  Charles 
was  browned.  This  ceremony  being  over,  the  duke  of /^^r- 
rara\  affairs  came  next  under  confideration.  The  emperor 
had  a  much  greater  perfpnal  regard  for  that  duke  than  he  had 
for  the  pontiff,  and  bad  eluded  all  the  pope's  arts  to  bring 
him  to  a  declaration  in  his  (^yo\lXConctxmt\gModena  and  Reg- 
gio.  On  the  fevenih  of  March  the  duke  came,  under  a  fafc- 
condud  that  had  been  granted  him,  to  Bologna^  and  the  pope 
and  he  entered  together  into  a  compromife  to  refer  all  mat- 
ters in  difference  between  them  to  the  emperor's  arbitration. 
Charles  affe£led  great  partiality  for  the  pope,  to  whom  he 
promifed  to  adjudge  Modena  and  Reggio^  if  upon  examination 
jthey  fliould  be  found  to  belong  to  the  holy  fee  ;  and  if  they 
fiiould  not,  he  promifed  to  let  the  time  prefixed  for  the  arbi- 
tration elapfe,  without  pronouncing  any  fentence  at  all.  At 
the  fame  time  Charles^  iliil  farther  to  pleafe  his  holinefs, 
obliged  the  duke  of  Ferrara  to  recal  his  aihbaffador  from 
Florence^  and  to  furnifh  a  body  of  pioneers  to  affift  in  the 
ficge  of  that  city.  It  was  the  twenty- fecond  oi  March  before 
the  emperor  left  Bologna^  and  the  thirty-firft  of  the  fame 
month  before  the  pontiff  fet  out  for  Rome. 

Th  e  profpcift  of  taking  Florence  was  ftill  at  a  great  diftance ;  Proorefs 
and  though  the  prince  of  Orange  had  feveral  times  ordered  of  the 
the  baflion  of  San  Giorgio  to  be-flormed,  his  troops  were  re-jtege  of 
pulfed  in  all  their  alTauIts.     The  prince  did  not  fucceed  bet-  Florence 
|er  in  his  attempts  to  batter  the  fame  baftion,  for  his  artillery 
was  too  weak  to  make  any  confiderable  impreffion  6pon  it ; 
and  his  army  muft  have  been  greatly  reduced  ij>  numbers,  had 
it  not  received  daily  fupplics  of  difbanded  foldiers,  invited 
thither  by  the  plunder  of  the  Florentine  territories,  and  unable 
to  find  employment  in  any  other  part  of  Italy. 

FRANCESCO  F£  RUCC 10  w2ls  thcnthe  FUrenii?ie 
commandant  in  the  imponant  town  oi  Empoli.  He  had,  by 
his  boldneis,  activity,  and  fortune,  rifen  to  that  ilation  from 
a  low  command  ;  and  having  been  extremely  fortunate  in  his 
excurfions,  he  had  got  tbgethcr  a  choice  body  of  troops. 
The  pope  had  got  polTeffion  of  the  city  of  Volterra^  as  depen- 
dent upon  Florence ;  but  the  caftle  holding  out,  the  imperial 
army  battered  it  with  five  pieces  of  artillery  which  they  had 
brought  from  Genoa.  The  Florentines  had  the  prefervation  of 
this  fortrefs  greatly  at  heart,  and  ordered  onef  hundred  and 
fifty  horfe,  and  five  companies  of  foot,  to  advance  xo  Empoli y 
and  to  put  themfelves  under  the  command  of  Feruccio^  who 
^  was 
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was  to  attempt  the  relief  of  the  caflle  of  Volurra.  Tba  d^ 
tachment  fet  out  by  night  foi*  EmpoU^  the  foot  taking  oQe 
way,  and  the  horib  another ;  and  the  foot  having  defeated  a 
party  of  imperialiftsf  who  attacked  them,  both  they  and  the 
horfe  arrived  fafe  at  Empoli.  Feruccio  loft  no  time  in  match- 
ing to  the  relief  of  the  caftle  of  FoUerray  which  he  entered 
on  the  twenty-fixth  oi  April  with  two  thouland  foot  and  oae 
hundred  and  fifty  horfe.  He  inftantiy  attacked  aad  carried 
the  intrenchments  that  had  been*  raifed  by  the  im{)eT'\ali(h, 
and  the  very  next  morning  thet:ity,  and  all  the  artilUry  cm- 
ployed  in  the  fiege,  fell  into  his  hands.  This  fortunate  expe- 
dition was  followed  by  other  .vigorous  meafures,  which  Ft* 
ruuio  undertook.  His  army  daily  encreafing^  he  laid  a  fchemc 
for  furprifing  Colk  and  San  Gemniano^  and  theceby  cutting 
off  all  communication  between  Sienrui  and  the  imperial  army 
before  FhrencCywWvch  cnuft  thereby  have  been vaftly  difireflcd ; 
and  which  now' derailing  of  taking  Florence  by  ftorro,  had 
again  turned  the  fiege  into  a  blockade.  But  Maram%i^  an 
,  imperial  gendlal,  arriving  with  two  thoutaiK)  fiv^  hundicd 
foot,  all  of  thSm  volunteers,  in  the  neighbouchood  of  ^(i^^ 
defeated  Feruccio's  fchemes. 
Imprudence  His  imprudence  occafioned  a  ftiU  greater  blow  to  Fbrmi, 
ofFcTQC'  When  he  marched  to  the  rt\\&i  of  Folterra^  he  left  too  fligbi 
do.  a  ^rrifon  in  Fmpcli.  This  encouraged  the  marquis  del  Gmp 

to  attack  the  place,  which  he  tok>k  by  ftorm,  afid  put  the 
garrifon  to  the  (word.  This  lofs  was  the  more  (enfibly  fdt 
by  the  Florentines^  who  greatly  depended  upon  the  conve- 
niency  of  its  fituation  for  diilreflmg  the  impenalilb,  and  oblig* 
ing  them  to  raife  the  blockade.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mar- 
quis del  Guafloy  after  taking  Empolij  joined  MaramauSy  wbo 
remained  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  rather  the  fuburbs,  of  W- 
terra;  and  Ivis  army  then  corJifting  of  about  f|X  thoufaod 
men,  he  battered  the  city ;  and  having  made  a  brea<;h,  he  at- 
tempted to  ftorm  it,  but  was  beat  off  with  the.lofe  of  foot 
hundred  men.  He  ereSed  a  new  battery,  and  made  a  frdh 
allault;  but  being  repulfed  with  a  flili  greater  lo6,  he  raifed 
the  fiege* 
7)//7r-/5  of  By  this  time  the  blockade  of  Florerue  had,  by  degrees,  t^ 
the  Flo-  duced  that  city  to  great  want  of  provifions.  On  the  ninth 
rentines.  of  May  they  attacked  the  imperialifts,  by  a  fally  from  tb« 
Reman  gate  ;  but  with  very  little  fuccefs,  having  loft  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  men,  and  the  befiegejs  about  two  hundtcd. 
They  had  now  placed  their  chief  dependerrce  upon  being  luc- 
coured  by  the  French  kinej»  who  had  a£tually  remitted  to  them, 
though  in  partial  inelTedual  payments,  twenty  ihoufand  du- 
cats.    But  they  were  foon^atisfied  t^at  they  h4J  nothing  to 
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rxpeft  from  Francis,    The  time  of  the  performance  of  all  his 
mighty  pronjifcs  was  now  arrived*    He  had,  in  the  bjftginning 
of  June^  recovered  his  children,  by  paying  the  money  ftipu- 
lated  for  ^heir  deliverance.     But  lome  frefli  caufes  of  difcon- 
tent,  on  both  hands,  arifing  between  the  pope*  and  the  em- 
peror, the  former  began  now  to  make  advances  to  Francis^ 
who  was  by  no  means  averfe  to  an  accommodation ;    fo  that 
inflead  of  fending  the  Florentines  affiftance,  as  he  had  pro- 
mifed,  \i\  men  and  money,  he  fent  Pierfrancefco  da  Pentremoli 
to  negotiate  ^n  agreement  between  them  and  the  pontiff.  Tho- 
arrival  of  this  minifter  at  Florence  threw  a  dreadful  damp  upon 
the  Florentines^  who  now  faw  they  were  to  be  facrificed  to  the 
extreme  defire  v/\i\c\\  Francis  bad  to  keep  the  pope  on  his 
fide,  by  fuftering  the  fiege  to  go  forward,     Notwithftanding  7^^/^ 
this  galling  difappointment,  and  all  the  miferies  they  fuffered,  /^,^ 
the  Florentines  ftill  kept  up  their  fpirits  ;    and  on  the  veiy  day 
that  the  marquis  del  Guajio  took  Empoli^MalateJia  and  Stefano 
Colonna  made  a  fally  with  three  thoufand  men,  in  two  divi- 
fions,  to  attack  the  imperialifts,  who  were  quartered  in  the 
fortified   monaftery   of    San  Donato.      Stefano    entered   the- 
trenches,  and  did  confiderablc  execution  upon   the  enemy ; 
but  not  being  fupported  by  Malatejla^  whom  he  ther.-fore  ac- 
cufed  of  cowardice  and  treachery,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat 
to  the  city. 

THEdiftrefs  of  the  Florentines  for  provifions  fiill  cncreafing,  7*^^  jl^ 
and  all  their  hopes  of  foreign  afllftance  being  now  at  an  end,  all  hopes 
they  had  no  refource  but  in  Fcriiccio,    They  fent  him  orders  of  reliefs 
to  rmrch  {toifi  Folterra  io  Pi  fa  ^   and  after  aflembiing  all  the  4)"-^^  ^^* 
forces  there  be  could  to  march  (o  Florence^  being  determined y^«'  of 
upon  his  arrival  to  throw  open  their  gates^  and  to  come  to  a  Peruccio. 
decifive  aflion  with  the  befiegers.     Neceffity  alone  juftified  ' 
this  expedient,  as  Feruccio  muft  fight  his  way  through  his  ene- 
mies, every  flep  he  advanced.    It  was  fufpecSted,  with  fome 
appearance  of  reafon,  that  Malatejla  apprized  the  -prince  gf 
Orangey  with  whom  he  kept  up  a  correfpondence,   of  this 
defign ;    and  that  be  had  given  him  aflurances  he  would  not 
attack  the  imperialifts  in  his   abfence.     Be  that   as  it  will, 
the  prince,  againll  ail  the  rules  of  war,  drew  off  the  beft  part 
of  his  tfoo*ks  from  the  fiege,  and  advanced  to  fight />rttrr/^» 
who,  in  Ms  march  from  Pifa^  proceeded  by  the  way  o^ Lucca ^ 
in  hopes  ot  being  joined  by  fome  of  the  Lucquefe,     The  two 
?rmi-.s  rr.et  together  near  Cavinana  :    that  of  the  imperialifts 
was  fupeflor  in  every  refpe<3  5    and  a  bloody  enj»agement  en- 
fued,  in  which   the  prince  of  Orange ^  drftinguifhing  himfdf 
rather  as  a  private  fubaltern  than  a  general,  was  killed.  The 
^mperialKb,   ho\vcvcr,  were  victorious  i   and  Fcruccia^,  who 
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was  taken  prifoner,  was  put  to  death  in  cold  blood  by  Ma- 
ramausy  in  refentment,  as  Was  fuppofed,  of  bis  banging  atrum- 
peter>  who,  during  the  fiege  of  FolterrOy  had  been  fent  into 
that  city  with  a  mefiage. 

Though  Guicciardin^  in  his  relation  of  all  the  paflages 
daring  this  fiege,  is  evidently  partial  to  the  interefts  of  the 
pope,  whom  he  ferved  ;  yet  it  appears  upon  the  /ace  of  the 
very  fads  he  relates,  that  the  Florentine  magiftrales  continued 
to  defend  themfelves  with  aflonifhing  intrepidity,  ftWl  tnifiing 
to  the  care  of  Providence,  or  to  fome  accident  that  mighi 
happen  in  their  favour.  '^Though  prefled  to  furrender  by  G^r- 
^uiga^  who  fucceeded  the  prince  of  Orange  in  his  commaoJ, 
they  rejeded  all  terms  of  accommodation ;  and  fome  amoiigf! 
them  were  enthufiafts  enough  to  believe  that  God  would  wor; 
.  a  miracle  for  their  deliverance.    A  great  part  of  the  citizens, 

however,  were  in  their  hearts  difpofed  to  liften  to  an  accom- 
fMtrage.     njodation  ;   but  were  over- awed  from  difcovering  their  fenti- 
mehts.    The  magiftrates,  with  the  gonfalonier  at  their  bead, 
now  came  to  the  defperate  refolution  of  attacking  tbetr  ene- 
inies  in  their  entrenchments,  and  gave  orders  for  that  pur- 
pofe  to  their  general  Mqlatejla.    He  at  firft  remonftrated  upoa 
the  ma^nefs  of  the  attempt^  and  the  wickednels  of  brineiog 
inevitable  ruin  on  fo  noble  a  city;  but  at  laft,  finding  aUhis 
reprefentations  in  vain,  and  influenced  with  the  hopes  of  be- 
ing reftored  by  the  pope  to  the  government  of  Perugia^  he 
flatly  refufed  to  obey  the  orders  given  him,  and  put  his  troops 
under  arms.    Upon  this  the  magiftr^tes  formally  divefted  him 
of  his  command  ;  and  fome  of  the  moft  refolute  of  the  citi- 
zens went  to  intimate  to  him  hjs  difmiflion,  and  an  order  to 
withdraw  out  of  the  city  with  his  own  troops.     All  this  pu: 
Makujla  into  fuch  a  fury,  that  he  drew  his  dagger,  rd 
would  have  killed  one  of  the  meflengers,  had  he  not  beea 
faved  by  fome  of  his  attendants.    Malatejic^^  obftinacy,  hov- 
ever,  on  this  occa&on  faved  the  city  and  its  inhabitants  fron 
^ellruiSiion,  by  encouraging,  all  the  Medtcean^  and  the  mo(k- 
rate  party,  to  join  him  »    fo  that  all  Florence  was  inftamly  ia 
^^^^    an  uproar.     This  did  not  deter  the  gonfalonier,  and  thofc  cf 
^f^Qy     his  party,  who  put  themfelves  in  arms,  and  threatened  fom: 


t^d    ^*"^^^  ^°  attack  MaktejUy  and  fome  times  the  imperialifc, 
mifervio         ^'^  ^^'^»  however,  the  parly  for  an  accommodation  grow 
capitidtae,  *"o  every  hour  more  numerous,  the  gonfalonier  was  oUigsd 


A.  D,     ^^  fubmit,  and  to  fend  out  a  deputation  to  Gonzaga^  with  the 

i-ii,     terms  on  v^'hich  they  were  willing  to  conclude  a  convention. 

The  terms.  Thcfe  were,  that  the  Florentines  (hould,  in  a  few  days,  pay 

to  the  army  eighty  thoufand  ducats,  on  condition  of  its  raiGn^; 

the  fiege  \   that  the  pope  flaould  agree  to  fubmit  to  the  arbi- 
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tration  of  Charles  the  form  of  govcrrtment  under  which  the 
Florenttnts  were  to  live,  with  a  falvo,  however,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberties,  and  that  he  (hould  pronounce  fentencc 
on  that  head  within  three  months ;  that  all  injuries  done  to 
the  pope,  his  family,  friends,  and  fervants,  (hould  be  for- 
given ;  and  x\i2X  Malatefta  (hould  remain  with  a  guard  of  two 
thoufand  infantry  in  the  city,  till  the  declaration  of  Ch(xrles 
fbould  arrive. 

When  we  confider  the  ftate  o^ Florence^  at  the  time  ^henjy^^  ^j,^ 
this  capitulation  was  made,  it  cannot  be  faid  to  have  ^^^^^fer'vedhy 
very  difadvantageous  to  the  Fhrgntinesy  it  being,  in  fa<^,  t\\c  the  pope  i 
fame  that  they  had  fo  frequently  offered  before ;  but  had  been 
rejefled  on  account  of  the  falvo  to  public  liberty.  But  the 
pope  was  glad  of  a  capitulation  at  any  rate,  bccaufc  he  knew 
well  how  to  break  it  if  his  party  was  once  admitted  mioFlo^ 
rence.  The  Florentine  (fate  had  now  exhauftcd  all  its  wealth ; 
and  great  difficulties  were  found  in  raifing  money,  both  for 
the  imperialifts  and  for  paying  ofF  their  own  troops^  His  ho- 
linefs  took  advantage  of  this  ;  and  his  apoftolical  commifTary, 
Bariolemeo  Valori^  confederated  with  MalateJIa^  who  was  novvr 
become  the  creature  of  the  pope,  from  the  extreme  defire 
he  had  to  return  to  Perugia ;  and,  by  their  own  authority, 
they  convoked,  according  to  ancient  cuftom,  an  aflembly  of 
the  people  in  parliament,  none  of  the  magiftracy  daring  to 
oppofe  him  ;  and  in  this  parliament  the  popular  conftitution 
of  Florence  was  aboli(hed.  Twelve  citizens,  partisans  of  the 
Medici  family,  were  chofen  to  new  model  the  conftitution, 
which  they  reftored  to  the  form  it  had  before  the  laft  revolu-* 
tion,  when  the  Medici  intereft  was  expelled.  This  being 
done,  their  army  was  paid  oflF;  but  their  officers  defrauded 
the  foldiers  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  money,  which  they 
carried  back  with  them  to  Florence,  leaving  the  others  dif- 
banded  and  difperfed.  As  to  the  imperial  troops,  after  they 
were  paid  off,  they  evacuated  Florence,  and  all  its  territory, 
and  marched  to  Sienna,  there  to  new  model  the  government, 
according  to  the  will  of  their  maftcr.  Mdatefta  Baglioni 
obtaining  the  pope's  leave  for  his  return  to  Perugia,  imme- 
diately fet  ofFfor  that  city;  and,  without  any  regard  to  the 
capitulation,  left  Florence  to  the  mercy  of  the  pope. 

His  holinefs  had  fo  far  a  regard  for  public  decency,  ^zi'whoaSts 
he  did  not  chufe,  without  fome  flight  (hew  at  leafl  of  rcafon,  cruell;^  and 
to  break  through  that  article  of  the  capitulation,  which  ftipu-^-C^^^^^^^* 
lated  a  pardon  for  all  his  and  his  family's  enemies.    His  crea- 
tures in  Florence  who  held  the  government,  pretended  that  no 
pardon  had  been  promifed  to  thofc  who  had  been  guilty  of 
mahxrfations  in  the  ilatv  \  and  under  that  infamous  dinindion 
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they  cruelly^  jJerfccuted  dl  the  friends  and  infirumcnts  of  ttc 
Jate  popular  government.     Great  numbers  of  them  were  im- 
prifoned  or  banifhed ;  and  to  (Irike  the  public  with  the  greater 
terror,    fix  of  the  principal  amongft  them  were  beheaded. 
By  thofe  inbumanitiet.  the  family  of  the  Medici^  being  now 
fuperior  to  all  oppofition^  became  abfolutc  iii  Fiorenci^  and 
their  power  encreafed  in  proportion  as  the  iKen^th  and  riches 
of  that  city  were  diminiibed.     Even  the  miferics  of  the  peo- 
ple contributed  to  their  greatnefs.    The  territory  oJ  ?yenct 
had  for  fome  years  been  either  uncultivated,  or  the  haiveil 
had  been  cut  down  by  their  enemies.     All  their  cattle  am) 
flocks  had  been  devoured  and  deftroyed  likewife;   fo  that  tbe 
people  being  without  the  common  necefTarics  of  life,  wcrt 
obliged  to    purchafe  them   at  exorbitant   rates  fron>  othet 
fiates,  which  fini(hed  the  fmall  remains  of  their  fubftance. 
Charles         CHARLES  refided  all  th^s  time  in  Geimmty,  where  he 
changes      fo«»^d  h»s  affairs  fo  perplexed,  that  he  was  obliged  to  ifdukc 
iheir  go-    the  pope  in  all  his  reiquefts.     As  f6on  as  the  capitubnon  of 
vemment     Florence  was  finifhed,  it  was  fent  -to  him  by  his  bolinefe,  to- 
in  favour  ^ether  with  the  form  and  fubftance  of  the  declaration  he  waJ 
of  the  Me-  to  make  concerning  the  Florentine  government,  and  which 
did  fa^     ^ras  confirmed  by  Charles.    Without  taking  the  Icaft  notice 
•^^'  of  the  falvo  for  liberty  %  or  paying  any  regard  to  the  capita- 

lation,  headed  in  his  imperial  character,  and  as  having! 
right  to  prefcribe  to  the  Florentines  what  form  of  government 
he  pleafed^  He  ordered,  that  the  city  (houid  be  governed 
by  the  fame  magift rates,  and  after  the  fame  manner  by  which 
it  ufed  to  be  governed  in  times  when  the  Medici  held  it;  and 
x\\2^X  AUJpjnd^Oy  who  was  the  pontiff's  nephew,  andthchcai 
of  his  family,  fhould  be  the  head  of  the  government,  and,  io 
default  of  iffue^  (hould  be  fucceeded  one  after  another  by  ibc 
children,  defendants,  and  neareft  of  the  fame  family.  By 
the  fame  declaration,  Florence  was  reftored  to  all  k^x  rigbw 
.  and  privileges  that  had  been  granted,  either  by  the  emperor 
or  his  predeceffors,  with  a  provifo  that  they  (hould  be  cod- 
fidcred  as  forfeited,  if  the  titizens  (hould  attempt  any  thing 
agaiiUt  the- A/^^/V/ family.  To  oblige  the  pope'ftill  iartbcr, 
the  impcrialffts  rtftored  all  his  friends  in  Sienna  to  tlair  cllatts 
2snd  authority  in  the  government;  and  when  theymarcbfd 
for  Piedmonty  they  left  in  the  city  a  garrifon  of  three  hw- 
dred  Spanijh  foot,  under  the  cbmmandvf  the  duke  of  Jfr/» 
a  man  very  unfit  for  fuch  a  truft. 

TilE    pope  having  thus  gained  from  Charles  all  that  he 
could  demand,  began  to  abate  fomewhat  6f  that  high  vcnc- 
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t&tion  he  bad  exprefled  for  him  before,  and  to  bc'lcfs  care-  Colinefshe* 
ful  of  pleafing  him.     The  prodigious  abufes  of  C^  papal  t-wten  the 
power  in  Germany  endangered  the  allegiance  of  that  empire ^^^^^izm^ 
to  Charles  i    and  even  the  Roman  Catholic  princes  and  ftaces  Cliailesy 
there  loudly  called  for  a  general  council,  as  being  the  only 
remedy  for  the  public  diftra£tions.     The  emperor  was  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  earneftly  applied  to  the  pope  to  convoke 
one.    This  could  be  no  agreeable  propofal  to  his  holinefs^ 
who  was  confcious  of  his  having  been  guilty  of  fubordination^ 
fimony,  perjury,  treachery,  ufurpation,  and  every  fpecies  of 
Wickednefs.     He  fent  Charles  many  reafons  why  it  was  not 
proper  at  that  time  to  convoke  a  general  council  ^    but  gave 
him  leave  to  promife,  in  his  name,  to  the  diet,  that  he  would 
call  one,  provided  it  might  be  held  in  liafyy  himfelf  prefiding 
at  it ;    and  that  the  Lutherans  and  the  other  feflaries  fliould^ 
in  the  mean  time^  return  to  the  obedience  of  the  church,  and 
bind  themfelves  to  fabmit  to  the  decrfions  of  the  council. 
Charles wzs  fenfible  that  thofe  inadmiffible  conditions  amounted 
to  a  refufal  on  the  part  of  the  pope  of  what  he  required  ;  and 
his  refentment  mapifefted  kfelf  in  an  affair  that  nearly  con- 
cerned his  holineis. 

The  lime  was  n^W  ttyttit  for  Charles  to  pronounce  fentence  ivho  de^ 
between  the  pope  and  the  duke  of  Ferrara.     The  differences  ^f^^\  fhe 
between  them  had  been  canvafled  by  the  ableft  lawyers  in  ^'''  ^f 
Italy ;  and  Charks^  on  the  ftrength  of  their  opinion,  had  de-  ^^ena 
creed  that  M^dena  and  Reggio  ^  rightfully  and  lawfully  belonged  ^^^"2/^ 
to  that  duke;  and  that,  upon  his  paying  to  his  holinefs  one  '^* 
hundred  tht)ufand  crowns,  he  Ihould  be  confirmed  in  the  in-» 
vefliture  of  Ferrara^  and  the  tribute  required  of  him  reduced 
to  its  old  rate.     This  fentence  was  cJctrcmely  morticing  to 
the  pope,  who  complained  that  ChwUs  had  broken  his  pro- 
mife of  not  pronouncing  agatitft  him  in  any  event.     Charles^ 
on  the  other  hand,  laid  aU  ^9  blame  upon  the  pope's  nun- 
cio, the  bifhop  of  Vajone^  who^  prefumrng  on  the  jufiice  of 
his  mafler's  caufey   had  inc^fTantly  and   arrogantly  folicited 
Qharles  to  pronounce  fentence,  ami  infolently  pretended  that 
he  declined  it,  only  to  avoid  doing  jufticeeo  his  holinefs.  The 
pope  was  far  from  being  fatisficd  with  this  apology,  and  re- 
fufed  either  to  ratify  the  fentencef  or  to  accept  of  the  money, 
which  was  tendered  to  hkn  by  the  duke.     This  did  not  pre- 
vent Charles  from  refigning  Modena^  which  he  had  long  held 
as  a  depofk,  to  the  duke^  whom  his  holinefs  wanted,  by  all 
ttieans,  to  opprefe. 
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ALESSA'NDRO  DE  ME D IC I  wasnow  invc&ti 

with  all  his  family  power  in  Floremey  which  he  held  under  ^ 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  emperor,  whofe  natural  daughter  be 
was  to  marry.     The  implacable  reftlefs  pontiff  had  (ecretly 
determined  to  alter  the  fyftem  of  his  political  condu«5l.     The 
French  king,  from  motives  foreign  to  thb  hiftofy,  continued 
to  be  the  inveterate  enemy  of  Charles  j    but  not  being  in  a 
^condition  to  enter  into  an  open  war  with  him,  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  intrigues  in  Germany^  where  he  gave  the  Proicftants, 
and  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of  AuJIria^  hopes  that  he  would 
declare  himfelf  their  prote£h>r,  though  at  the  fame  time  he 
was  publicly  burning  heretics  in   his  own  capital ;    but  bif 
great  fcheme  was  to  detaqh  the  pope  from  the  emperor.     A 
iecret  corrcfpondence  for  that  purpofe  had  been  carried  on 
between  Francis  and  his  hoiinefs  j    and  the  former  had  evxn 
propofed  a  marriage  between  his  fecond  fon  and  Ckmnsfz, 
niece  Catherine^  the  daughter  of  Lorenxo  de  Medici,    His  ho- 
iinefs was  not  proof  againft  fo  dazzling  an  alliance,  and,  pro- 
vided/r^2;im  was  fincere  in  the  propofal,  he  refolved  to.  em- 
brace it  whatever  it  coft  him.    In  the  mean  while  he  rc- 
fplved  to  keep  fair  with  Charles^  to  whom  he  advanced  forty 
thoufand  crowns,  towards  the  expences  of  his  war  with  the 
Turks ;  and  he  fent  another  of  his  nephews,  the  cardinal  di 
Affairs  (f  Medicij  to  attend  him  in  Germany  as  apoftolical  legate.    The 
Germany,  troubles  of  the  empire  daily  encreaAng,  and  the  infideis  again 
threatening  to  invade  it  with  a  powerful  army,  Charles  or- 
dered the  vmxQ;^\s  delGuaJio  to  march  to  G^r/;^^/;;?,  with  lU 
the  Spanifh  troops,  and  as  many  Florentine  and  other  ItaKsu 
horfe  and  foot  as  he  could  take  into  his  pay.     All  the  appre- 
henfions  of  invafion  from  the  Turks  foon  vanifliing^  Chants^ 
who  was  cxceflively  bcQ^  upon   returning  to  Spain^  haviof 
compromifed  matters,  in  th^^ft  manner  he  could,  with  the 
Proteftants,  ordered  the  FlorcHtU^s^  and  other  Italians  in  hij 
fervicc,  to  march  to  Hungary,     This  they  abfolutely  refufed 
to  do  }  and  a  downright  mutiny  enfued,  though  dmrles  had 
in  perfon  endeavoured  to  appcafe  them.     They  all  of  them 
broke  up  theit  camp>  and,  to  a  man,  returned  towards  //j//, 
deftroying  the  houfes  and  lands  of  the  iniperial  fubje£b  all  the 
way  they  paflTed,  in  revenge,  as  they  faid,  of  the  ravages  the 
imperialifts  had  committed  in  Italy, 
^„,„.„«,        The  young  cardinal  de  Medici  W2i^  fufpc£led  to  have  bccfl 
dc  Medici  ^^^  fecret  inftigator  of  this  mutiny,  and  for  that  purpofe  hid 
arrejied,     employed  Piermaria  RoJJi^  an  Italian  general.    This  fufpidon 
was  confirmed  by  the  cardinal  and  Piermaria  leaving  CharleSj 
who  was  now  on  his  return  to  Spain  by  the  way  of  Italy^  and 
pofiing  after  the  mutinceis*    CharUi  refle<Sted,  that  the  cardi- 
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hal  might  be  ofFended  at  the  preference  he  bad  given  to  his 
cbufln  Alejfandro  in  the  govermnedt  of  Florena^  and  that  ic 
was  poffibie  he  would  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  mutineers^ 
and  attempt  1  revolution  in  that  fhlte.  He  therefore  ordered 
both  him  and  Piermaria  to  be  arretted.  li:  fooh  appeared^ 
that  the  cardinal  had  a^d  from  no  motive  but  that  of  youth- 
ful levity;  and  he  was  imitiediately  releafed  by  the  emperor, 
who  made  an  apology  both  to  him  and  the  pope  for  what 
had  happened^  and  loon  after  releafed  Piermaria  likewise. 

Upon  the  arrivd  of  CbarUs  in  Itafy^  he  had  intelligence  Inier*uie*u0 
that  the  kings  of  Frame  zx)A  England  hsid  b^en  hindered  oiily  ^^^^^ 
by  the  retreat  of  thtTurisont  of  Gennat^f  from  attacking ^'^[^ 
the  ducby  of  Mian.    He  likewlfe  had  an  intimation  of  the  ^^^^^ 
iecret  negociation  cariying  on  between  the  pope  and  the'^^' 
J^nmb  king.    He  therefore ,  invited  the  pope  to  another  per- 
gonal interview  at  Mohgna^  to  which  bis    holinefi  readily 
agreed,  that  he  might  give  Charles  no  pretext  for  remaining 
any  confiderable  time  in  Itafy.    This  new  interview  took 
place  about  the  end  of  the  year^  and,  tike  the  former,   it 
pafTed  with  all  the  exterior  demonftratbns  of  aflFeSion  and 
friendOiip  on  both  fides  :    but  their  interior  fentiments  were 
very  different.     Charles  again  infified  upon  the  pope  convok- 
ing a  general  council,  and  upon  a  public  league  being  formed 
amongft  all  the  potentates  and  fiates  of  Itafy^  by  which ^  each 
was  to  contribute  a  proportionable  quota  for  the  defence  of 
the  Mtlanefey  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  again  attacked  by  Francis, 
He  lilcewife  propofed  a  marriage  between  the  [>ope's  niece  Qi- ' 
thirine  and  the  duke  of  Aftlan^   the  better  to  break' off  the 
connexions  between  his  holinefs  and  the  French  king. 

'The  pope  formed  ftrong  objcflionsto  all  thofe  p^opofals.  J  cohgtefi 
He  was  againft  the  league,  becaufe  he  had  certain  intelli-  ^f^he  It*, 
gence  that  the  French  king,  if  farther  exafperated,  would  Uan/ii///, 
join  with  the  king  of  Englaml*  He  reoeated  the  objedions  be 
had  urged  before  againft  the  council,  and  he  declined 'the 
marriage  between  S/^raw  and  his  niece,  for  fear  of  cxafperating 
Francis.  After  various  conferences  between  his  holinefs  a|id 
the  emperor,  they  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  of  tbe  confede- 
racy to  be  fettled  by  commiflioners  appointed  on  both  fides. 
Thofe  on  the  part  of  Charles  were  Covos^  the  grand  commen- 
datory of  Leon ;  Granvelle^  afterwards  the  celebrated  cardinal 
of  that  name  J  znd  Praia  :  on  the  part  of  the  pope  ap- 
peared cardinal  de  MeJici,  Jacopo  Sahiati,  Gwcciardin.  Thei 
inftrudions  of  tbe  latter  were  to  proceed  with  great  caution^ 
fo  as  to  conceal  the  true  motives  why  the  pope  was  averf6 
to  the  league^  They  accordingly  offered  to  renew  the  former 
confederacy,  provided  the  f^enetiansy  who  by  it  were  obliged 
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only  to  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  the  dtrchy 
of  Milan,  could  be  brought  to  enter  into  it  by  extending 
their  engagements  to  preferve  the  peace  of  Italy  in  genera!. 
They  reprefcnted,  at  the  fame  time,  that  any  confederacy 
amongft  the  ftates  of  Italy  mud  be  very  inefFe^ual  for  pre- 
fcrving  its  peace,  or  for  defending  them  ag^nft  the  power 
of  France,  if  the  Venetians  were  not  parties  in  it. 
Meetstvith     CHARLES  had  no  objecftion  to  the  Fenetians\f6xig  in- 
Jifficukiesj  vited  into  the  confederacy ;   but  infifted  upon  their  guaTinty- 
ing  the  republic  of  Genoa  as  if  then  ftood.     The  propofal  was 
brought  before  the  fcnate  of  Venice,  and  there  fully  debated, 
but  rejected ;   the  republic,  at  the  feme  time,  decbrrng  that 
flie  was  ready  to  fulfil  her  former  engagements.    Tmnigh 
Charles  was  cxafperatcd  at  this  reAifal,  he  inftfkd,  with  the 
pope,  upon  the  conferences  being  continued^  and  upon  the 
prafltcabillty  of  fuch  a  league  being  formed,  though  the  Fe- 
netians  did  not  extend  their  cRgagements.     He  prevailed  fo 
far,  that  invitations  wett  fent  to  all  the  ftates  and  princes  of 
Italy  to  affift  at  the  cbnference*;    and  each  having  private 
reafons  for  not  difoWJging  Charis,  they  made  no  difBcnhy 
in  attending,  and  in  affcpting,  in  general  terms,  to  the  pro- 
pofed  league.    The  fettling  the  proportions  of  the  contribu- 
tions created,  however,  many  difficulties.     The  duke  of /Ir- 
rara,  who  was  now  confidercd  as  a  powerful  prince,  com- 
plained that  the  pope  and  he  were  in  a  ftate  of  mutual  dif- 
truft,  and  that  it  was  plain  his  holinefs  would  take   the  fiift 
opportunity  of  diftreffing  him,  bccaufe  he'had  hitherto  refiifed 
to  abidl  by  the  imperial  award ;  and  upon  the  whole,  it  iras 
unreafonablc  to  expeS  he  fbould  concribate  to  defend  the  do- 
minions of  others,  while  he  was  in  danger  of  lofing  hisowiu 
In  fliort,  that  whrfe  he  was  obliged  to  maintain  ftrong  gar- 
rifons  in  Modena  and  Reggio,  he  was  in  no  condition  to  py 
towards  maintaining  tbofe  of  MHan  and  Genoa. 

The  reprefentations  of  the  duke  had  their  "Weight  with 
Charles,  who  infifted  upon  the  pope  conforming  to  the  awari 
lie  had  pronounced.  As  this  was  a  matter  that  fo  neatly 
touched  the  dignity  of  CAtf/'/^j,  the  pope  did  irot  abfx'utcly 
refufe  to  comply  with  what  he  required  ;  but  demanded  thai 
the  duke  Ihould  acknowledge  he  held  the  places  in  difpute  as 
fiefs  of  the  holy  fee.  As  they  had  always  been  cbnfidered  as 
fiefs  of  the  empire,  this  demand  could  not  be  complied  m'th, 
unlefs  the  confent  of  the  Germanici  body  was  obtained. 
Charles,  however,  continued  to  prefs  the  matter  with  his  ho- 
linefs, and  required  him  to  confent  that  he  would  notad  of- 
fenfively  againfl  any  part  of  the  duke's  dominions  during  the 
continuance  of  the  league  \  but  all  he  could  obtain  was,-  that 
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Atf  pope  confentcd  to  a  fufpenfion  of  all  hoftilitks  for  eigh-  mohuh  end 
tccn  mooths.     This  matter  being  compromifcd,  the  terms  oiin  a  confix 
lllc  confederacy  were  figncd  On  the  twenty- fourth  of  Fe^dtracy. 
hruary. 

This  confederacy  obliged  the  enfipcror,  and  all  the  poten- 
tmes  and  ftatcs  of  Naplety  the  Venetians  excepted,  to  defend 
Itafyy  and  to  furniOi  each  a  certain  number  of  troops  for 
ihat  end.  .  The  emperor  was  to  contiibute  in  money  every 
month  thirty  thouianil  ducats.  The  pope,  for  himfeif  and  the 
Pioretaittes^  twenty  thou&nd ;  the  duke  of  Mihn  ten  thou*- 
faod;  .  the  iJufce  of  Ferrara  twelve  thoufand  j  the  Genoefe  fix 
thouiaad  ;  the  Siemtefe  two  thoufand  ;  and  the  Lucqueje  one 
thoufand.  A  certain  fum  wa»  to  be  immediately  depoiited  in 
'cafe  of  a  fudden  Mack ;  but  it  was  hot  to  be  broken  into,  un- 
Ie6  the  danger  was  threatning.  It  was  agreed  to  pay  a  fmall 
iinnuity  to  the  generals  who  we^e  in  the  fervice  of  the  league, 
even  in  time  of  peaces  provided  they  did  not  leave  Itahf^  and 
that  the  &imfi  ibouid  receive  certain  gratuities  to  keep  them 
ffom  joining  the.  French.  jltUdny  de  Leva  was  unanimoufly 
iippointed  captain* general  of  all  the  troops  of  the  confederacy, 
ftnd  if  was  agreed  that  he  iBould  reflde  at  Milcui. 
.  It  is  obfervable^  that  the  pope  would  not  agree  to  the 
Florentines  being  named  as  contrading  parties  in  this  league^ 
ochetwife  tban  as  they  had  been  in  the  former  4  nor  could 
Cbarks  abjeS'  to  the  omiflion.  .  ' 

This  great  point  being  fettled,  the  affair  of  the  general  Differences 
cotutcil  next  came  under  deliberation.  But  here  Charles  found  ^^ntinue 
hisholincft  more  intra<^ble  than  he  had  been  vf^th  regard  to  ^^^'^'^^ 
ihc  league,  to  whieh  his  great  6b)e<aion  of  offending  FrOneis^^^^^ 
had  been  panly  removed,*  by  fupprefling  all  mention  of  the  ^^  , 
Florentines  as  principals.     Charles  infiftcd  upon  an  immediate  .         ** 
indt£Hoh  of  the  coiuicil,  which  the  pope  abfolutely  refiifed 
to  comply  with,  unlc^  it  (hoold  be  previoufly  a(5cep(ed  by  the 
kingi  of  England  and  Franco^  without  whofe  confent  it.  was 
fmpofflble  it  could  be  attiended  with  any  good  effeA.     He  of- 
fered^  however,  to  fend  nuncios  to  all  the  Chriftian  powers 
to  difpofe  them  to  compliance;    but  Charles  could  not  briiig 
bim  to  promife  that  he  would  fummon  the  council,  even  if 
they  fliould  not  concur  ;  fo  that,  though  the  nuncios  fet  out, 
there  was  little  hopes  of  their  fuccecding. , '  ^         .  /       ^ 

While  thofe  matters  were  onder  debate,   the  arrival  of  Negodd- 
iwo  French  cardinals  at  Bdogna  to  treat  of  the  marriage  be-  fion  and  ^ 
tween  the  French  kiilg's  fon  aind  Catherine  de  Medici^   hh^i'"''^^ 
Charles  no  room  to  dojuBt  of  ^he  correfpondence  between  him  ^^^^^'^ 
and  the  pontiff.     The  truth,  is,  the  match  in  every  refjpea  ^^^'  ^ 
iras fo  uncqtial,  thit  neither  Charles  nor  the  pontiff  believed^?       *" 
that  Francis  in  propr>fmg  it  was  in  earncfl  ^    and  the  former 
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bad  ever  mentioned  it  in  that  light  to  Charksy  who  btantd  to 
difregard  it.  Upon  the  arrival,  however,  of  the  cafdioabk 
Charles  reproached  Clement  with  underhand  dealing ;  but  be 
put  his  majefty  in  miiid  that  he  had  mentioned  the  affiur  to 
him  befofe,  and  that  he  ftill  continued  of  opinion  that  FroM* 
its  meaDt  only  to  amufe  him ;  but  that  it  would  not  be  de- 
cent for  him  to  be  the  iirft  to  break  ofF  a  negodatioa  whkb 
did  fo  much  honour  to  his  family.  Charles  requirccf  be 
would  put  the  French  king's  llncerii^  to  the  teS,  by  in&ftiiig 
upon  the  cardinals  immediately  receiving  full  powers  fran 
France  to  fettle  the  contrad  of  marriage.  This  demand  was 
complied  with,  and  the  cardinak  in  a  very  few  days  rtccif<i 
then*  commiflions  with  full  powers* 

CHARLES  was  now  convinced  that  if  the  pope  bai 
not  made  conceifions  to  hb  prejudice,  FnmeisvnnM  new 
have  agreed  to  fo  extravagant  a  propofal ;  and  be  feoo  wii 
certainly  informed  that  an  interview  had  been  agreed  wpm 
between  them  at  Nizza^  a  town  belonging  to  Sav^,  Uirf 
not  Charles  been  fo  intent  as  he  was  upon  hb  journey  to  ^Nw, 
be  would  have  perhaps  found  means  to  have  macie  bb  bob- 
nefs  repent  of  his  condud.  But  he  was  in  hafle  to  fee  oi: 
for  Spainy  with  intention,  as  was  thought,  to  bavc  broke 
oiFthe  match  between  hb  natural  daughter,  and  jdrjffamebv  St 
Mediciy  if  that  between  Catherine  and  the  French  king's  (br 
{hould  take  place.  But  his  holinefs,  having  now  fectucd  x 
bis  family  the  government  oi  Fkreucey  regarded  the  diAss 
of  ambition >  and  refied  fecure  in  the  protedion  of  Frwm 
againft  all  the  refentment  of  Charles.  Some  who  wifhed  ks 
family  well  fuggefted,  that  by  matching  Catherini  to  the  Bmi 
prince,  he  gave  the  latter  and  bis  defcendants  a  pladBbk 
handle  for  cla-iming  Florence  and  its  territory,  in  prcjn4icctf 
the  other  branches  of  the  houfe.  But  Clement^  dazzled  faf 
the  fplendor  of  the  match,  was  deaf  to  all  remooftiaace^ 
Not  bemgy  however,  willing  entirely  to  break  with  GbdK 
he  entered  into  a  fcparate  agreement  with  him,  by  whicb  be 
promifed  to  pronounce  fentence  againft  Henry  and  his  wk 
Anne  BuUeny  and  to  enter  into  aU  reafonabie  meafufet  ^gak 
Englandy  both  parties  engaging  themfclves  not  to  cttoAtk 
any  new  alliances  without  mutual  confent.  CharUs  §9ai 
himfelf  obliged  to  agree  to  thofe  terms,  only  becaufe  tbtf 
were  the  beft  he  could  obtain;  and  upon  the  faith  of  ts^ 
convention,  he  gave  orders  for  difbanding  tbe  army  he  kil 
in  Itafy. 

CHARLES  having  embarked  at  Genoa  Uh  Spahty  the 
pope  made  a  merit  with  the  French  cardinals  of  tbe  convca- 
tion  he  had  concluded.  According  to  Paubu  ynrimsy  ik 
two  cardinals  had  brought  him  a  letter  from  tbe  trfsrdi  kii«» 
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raccnifmejHling  it  to  his  holinefs,  by  all  means,  to  perfuade 
Charlis  to  difmils  his  army ;  fo  that  Framis.  bad  no  reafon  for 
taking  the  convention  amifs.  It  appears  in  hSty  that  Francis 
looked  upon  the  difniiffion  of  the  imperial  army  as  the  mod. 
effefiual  fervice  that  could  have  been  done  him  at  that  time. 
He  preiled  the  pope  to  haften  their  interview  at  Nizza^  and 
promifed  neither  to  prefs  him  on  the  head  of  any  frefli 
engagements,  nor,  as  be  had  inefFedually  done,  upon  the 
creation  of  new  cardinals,  nor  to  draw  htm  into  a  war,  nor 
even  to  folicit  him  to  favour  the  king  <A*England  in  the  pro^ 
ceedings  concerning  his  marriage. 

It  g  probable,  that  if  the  connexions  between  his  hoHne/s  ./^/V/  of 
and  the  Frmch  king  had  fooner  taken  place,  the  latter  might  England. 
have  prevailed  upon  H^nry  to  have  kept  fome  meafurcs  with 
the  pope.  He  had  even  taken  advantage  of  fome  remaining 
qualms  that  Henry  was  touched  with  on  the  head  of  renoun- 
cing his  former  religion,  to'  get  him  to  confent  to  fend  a 
civu  mcflage  to  the  pope,  who,  in  that  cafe,  promifed  to 
form  the  procefs  anew,  and  to  pronounce  the  fentence  be- 
tween him  and  Catherine  to  be  invalid.  But  the  courier  charged 
with  this  commiffion  arrived  two  days  later  than  the  time  af- 
iigned  by  the  pope,  who  had,  by  that  time,  thundered  out 
his  excommunications  againft  Ihnry,  Notwithdanding  this, 
his  holinefs  being  extremely  loth  to  be  deprived  of  fo  noble 
a  province  as  England  had  always  been  to  the  holy  fee,  en- 
tertained fome  fecret  hopes  that  Francis  would  find  means  to 
reconcile  him  and  Henry  -,  and  this  made  him  the  more  in-' 
tent  upon  the  interview.  The  place  of  it,  however,  was 
changed  to  Marfeilles^  at  the  requeft  of  the  duke  of  Savoy^ 
who  was  afraid  of  ofFendingC!6^/^j,  if  the  interview  fhould 
be  held  in  his  dominions.  This  change  of  place  was  agree^^ 
able  to  both  parties,  as  it  did  honour  to  Francis^  and  gave 
the  pope  an  opportunity  to  boaft  of  the  prodigbus  pains  he 
took,  and  labour  he  fubmitted  to,  in  forming  a  league  againft 
the  infidels,  and  in  reducing  Henry  back  to  the  pale  of  the 
church ;  for  fuch  were  the  pretexts  he  made  ufe  of  for  his  * 
voyage.  His  true  motive,  however,  was  difcovered  by  his 
ptuting  his  niece  Catherine  on  board  xht' French  gallics,  which 
were  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Albany^  who  landed  her  at 
Niziza^  and  returned  with  the  gallies  to  Pifay  where  the  pope 
embarked,  on  the  fourth  oiO£iober^  for  MarfelUeSj  with  vi- 
fible  demonftrations  of  his  pleafure  in  undertaking  the  voyage, 
which  was  profperous.  Being  landed  at  MarfellUs^  he  en- 
tered that  city  in  a  triumphant  manner,  attended  by  a  nu- 
merous cavalcade  of  cardinals.  The  Frmch  king,  attended 
by  his  foh  the  duke  of  Orleans^  the  future  bridegroom,  and 
his  court,  entered  that  city  in  like  manner  fooo  after,  and 
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^he  pope    tcxdc  up  his  lodging  in  the  fanae  palace  with  the  pcme.    Tb? 

gees  to       interview  was  full  of  mutual  exprel&ons  of  fckndlhip ;  and 

>Marr(;il-    the  king  won  the  heart  of  his  ^lolinefs  hy  entreattog  him  to 

Ics,  nubere  fend  for  his  niece  to  A&rfiiHiSi  where,  as  fixm  as  (he  ar- 

his  niece  is  rived,  the  marriage  was  celebrated  and  •confiimisated.    The 

married  to  fgftivity  of  the  occafion  did  not  admit  of  much  pvblic  bufinds 

the  duke  of^^^^^  traTifadcd.     It  feems  probAte,  however,  that  a  prhrate 

Urlcans.    convention  was  entered  imp  by  the  king  and  bis  ho\inc&,  fbf 

transferring  to  the  duke  of  Orleans  the  duchy  of  Alilm,  as 

being  the  moft  effedual  way  not  oply  to  gratify  the  pop^s 

private  ambition,  but  to  prevent  any  difp^ites  amongft  ih^ 

children  of  Francis  after  his  death,     f'rancis  had  Ais  acquifi- 

tion  fo  much  at  heart,  that  he  performed  hb  promife  of 

not  teazing  the  pope  with  any  troublefome  requefts,  eKcpt- 

ing  that  of  his  creating  three  new  cardinals,  which  bis  holi- 

nefs,  though  with  great  reludance,  did ;    and,  accordiog  to 

GuicciarMny  the  duke  of  Alhenyh  brother  was  one  of  them. 

As  to  the  affairs  of  England,  Francis  gave  up  all  concern 

with  them  ;   and  one  day  happening  to  come  into  the  pope's 

bed-chamber,  where  he  found  feme  of  Henry's  agents  bebar- 

ing  irreverently  towards  the  pontiff,  andf  threatemng  him  with 

an  appeal  to  a  general  council,  he  told  his  hplinefs  that  be 

had  no  olMedion  to  his  proceeding  again^  the  Englsjb  with 

the  utmoft  rigour  of  eccleHafiical  cenfiires.    After  this,  tlie 

greatefl:  harmony,  in  ^ery  refped,  reigned  between  the  kii; 

and  the  pontiff,  even  to  the  incredible  refolution  they  toolc 

of  fpiriting  up  the  Protefbnts  of  Germany  agaioft  Charksy  m 

which  they  both  concurred.     Upon  Clipunfb  return  to  Rsmt 

he  took  a  fevere  revenge  upon  his  enemies,  and  thofe  of  tbc 

houfe  of  Mtdicii  and  died  loon  after  he  had  m^de  his  nepkw 

Alexander  mTifi^x  of  Florence. 

fPA^J^^,      ^^  "^ow  take  leave  of  Florence  as  a  republic ;    zfA  the 

.  /i^Medfci  remaining  part  of  its  hiftory  is  blended  wi«h  that  of  the  other 

family.     '  jf^atcs  and  kingdoms  of  Europe  that  have  been  given  in  th< 

courfe  of  this  work.     Alexander  de  Medici,  after  manyij^ 

Alexan-     Margaret,   the  natural   daughter  of  Charles  V.  was  by  him 

dcr,  made  fovereign  mafltr  of  Ftfcnwr^  in  1531 ;    and  though  he 

pretecdcd  to  govern  by  the  advice  of  "a  council  of  cmf^ 

yet  he  was  guilty  of  the  moft  tyrannical  proceedings.    The 

Florentines,  however,  had  not  forgotten  that  they  had  once 

heen  free ;  and  Lorenzo,  or  Loifrenjk  de  Medici,  who  wa«  *• 

ifccnded  from  a  younger  brother  of  Cofmo  the  father  of  h« 

country,  laid  a  plot  to^fcftfoy  liim.     He  was  affiled  in  this 

by  the  abhorrence  in  which  the  Florentine  noblHcy  in  generat 

held  Alexander^  who  ha^  invaded  the  beds  of  the  moftconfi<ier- 

able  amongft  thcttl.     i^r/nz^ 'knowing  his  coufrn's  W^lw^ 

in  that  rcfpe^,  pretended  that  he  would  introduce  into  his 
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apartment  a  beautiful  ladj^;  by  which  means  getting  admit- 
tance into  Aiexander'i  bed-chamber,  he  and  his  afTociaies  put 
him  to  death. 

ALEXANDER  was  fucceeded  hy  Cofmo^  the  fon  ofan^Cof- 
John  de  Medici^  whom  we  have  already  mentioned  to  have  mo,  tvko 
lerve'd  fo  bravely  in  the  Spanijh  and  French  armies,  and  who  i^  made 
was  (b  univerfally  beloved,  that  he  had  the  epithet  of  the  Po-  g^^^t  duke 
pular.  Co/mo  was  at  Trebiay  one  of  his  lordftiips,  when  he  ^f  ^^^  > 
heard  of  Alexander'^  death  \  and  though  he  was  then  but  fe-  J***^- 
venteen  years  of  age,  he  formed  a  fcheme  for  fucceeding  him^ 
but  without  difcovering  the  lead  appearance  of  bis  intention. 
Leaving  his  youthful  companions,  he  applied  himfelf  to  A7- 
,telliy  whofe  father  had  been  put  to  <Jeaih  at  Florence  by  the 
enemies  of  the  houfe  of  Medici j  and  who  was  at  the  head  of 
41  confiderable  body  of  troops.  Vitelli  readily  promifed  him 
his  ailtllance  ;  and  Cofmo  repaired  to  Florence^  where  he  con- 
certed meafures  with  cardinal  Cibo  and  his  mother,  who  was 
of  the  houfe  of  Sedviati.  The  Florentines^  on  the  death  of 
Alexander^  were  divided  amongft  themfelves  on  the  form  of 
government  they  (hould  eftablifli,  and  feemed  inclinable  to  re- 
eftablifli  their  ancient  liberty.  Upon  this,  Cofmoy  though  he 
had  been  received  with  great  civility  in  the  fenate,  ordered 
Vitelli  to  enter  Florence  with  his  troops,  and  to  furround  the 
fenate-hbufe,  while  the  members  were  debating.  This  vi- 
gorous Aep  reconciled  all  parties,  and  they  fiibmitted  to  Cofm9 
fii  the  fame  manner  as  they  had  done  to  his  predeceilbr.  It 
vfzsi  not  long  before  a  party  was  formed  againft  him,  at  the 
liead  of  which  was  cardinal  Sahiati^  who  had  difluaded  him 
all  he  could  from  accepting  of  his  new  power.  But  Cofmo^ 
having  obtained  the  approbation  of  the  emperor,  and  got  pof- 
feiiion  of  his  predeceflbr's  money,  forced  all  the  difcontented 
to  leave  Florence t  and  to  retire  lo  Bohgna^  where  they  raifed 
fome  troops  under  the  command  of  Peter  Strozzi^  the  fon  of 
Philip.  Cofmo  was  fo  well  ferved  by  Vitelli^  and  bis  other 
officers,  that  Strozai  and  the  exiled  Florentines  were  every 
where  routed.  Numbers,  and  amongft  them  Philip  Strozzt^ 
were  taken  prifoncrs,  and  fent  to  Florence^  where  they  were 
executed ;  but  Strozzi^  fearing  to  be  put  to  the  torture,  killed 
himfelf.  Cofmo*s  authority  being  thus  eftabliOied,  he  wanted 
to  marry  hi3  predeceflbi's  widow;  but  the  emperor,  her  fa- 
ther, for  reafons  of  ftate,  gave  her  to  the  duke  of  Parma^  by 
whom  (he  had  the  famous  Aiex4inder  Farnefiy  who  fucceeded 
his  father.  Cofmo^  therefore,  married  Eleanora  de  Xoledo^ 
*  daughter  to  the  duke  of  Alva y  viceroy  oi  Naples y  and  he  ever 
after  pcrfevered  in  his  attachment  to  the  Impcrialifts.  In 
confequence  of  this  connection,  Cofmo's  power  was  fo  firmly 
^^bl.iihcd  a:  Florence^  that  Pius  v .  beftowed  upon  him  the 
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title  of  grand  duke  of  Tufcanyj  and  crowned  him  as  fuch  af 
Rome  with  his  own  hands  ^  nor  did  the  Flonraines  ever  at<r 
fempt  to  fhake  o^  his  yoke.     Co/mo  was  a  zealous  enemy  of 
the  reformation ;  and,   in  the  year  1546,  he  furnilbed  the 
pope*s  army,  that  was  to  march  into  Germany  againft  the 
jproteflants,  with  .two  hundred  bombardiers.     Some  of  the 
powers  of  Eurote  at  firft  remonRrated  againft  the  pope's  be- 
llowing upon  him  the  title  of  grand  duke ;  but,  atUft,  all  of 
them  acquiefced.    When  the  Siennefe  revolted  from  Charlti  V. 
in  1552,  on  account  of  the  feverities  pradifed  by  his  cq* 
Vernors,  and  his  having  built  a  fort  to  bridle  that  city.  An* 
ry  II.  of  France  fupported  the  revolt  with  a  powerftil  body  of 
troops;  but  the  Imperialifts  were  ^ffifted  by  Cofmo^  and  a 
iharp  war  broke  out  on  that  account.     Peter  StroTozi  was  the 
French  general,  and  was  guilty  of  many  exceiles  againft  CUf- 
tno^s  fubjefls ;  but  ^t  laft  he  was  defeated  by  the  count  ele 
Martignan^  who  commanded  for  Cofino,    The  French  king, 
however,  fending  frefli  reinforcements  to  Sienna^  the  inha- 
bitants coi)tinued  to  make  a  vigorous  defence,  while  the  pope, 
the  Venetians y  and  the  duke  of  Ferrara^  interceded  in  their 
favour ;  but  all  their  refiftance  was  incffeaual.     A  private 
treaty  had  been  made  at  Leghorn  between  Charles  and  Cojmo^ 
by  which  the  former  agreed,  upon  the  reduAion  of  Sienna^  to 
give  it  up  to  the  latter,  by  way  of  indemnification  for  the 
great  expences  wM^h  t^e  and  t(ie  houfe  of  Meefici  had  been  at 
in  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  Aujlria.    This  rendered  (Ufim 
yerya^ive  ^aiqft  the  Siennefe^  who  would  have  ipade  a  bet- 
ter defence,  had  they  not  demoliflied  the  caftl^  that  had  been 
^uilt  within  their  ci^  by  the  emperor.    The  imperial  general 
was  Don  Garciay  fon  to  the  viceroy  of  Naples^  and  brother  to 
Clj/Jw's  wife;  and  the  Siennefe  continued fo  obftinatc,  that  the 
viceroy  himfelf  was  about  to  have  taken  the  ^ominand,  when 
he  died  in  Florence.     Cofmo's  troops,  however,  blockaded  Smv- 
fia  fo  clofely,  that  it  wa$  reduced  to  the  utmoft  neceiSty,  and 
at  laft  obliged  to  furrender  to  the  emperor,  whom  the  oiemuft 
received  not,  as  formerly,  in  quality  of  their  protedor,  but  as 
their  abfolute  fovereign.     Charles  did  not  reign  long  enough 
to  make  good  his  bargain  with  Cofmo  \  buf  his  fon  smuI  fitp- 
ceflfor,  Philip  II.  punSupilly  performed  it  the  firft  year  of  his 
jeign,  by  refi^nifi^  to  him  all  his  right  and  title  to  the  Sun- 
vep^  in.confideration  of  the  i^ttachment  of  the  hovifc  of  A^ 
diet  to  that  o^  Jujlriay  and  to  indemnify  Cofmo  for  the  ex- 
pences of  the  war.    This  rendered  him  the  naoft  powerful 
prince  in  Italy j  and  he  employed  all  his  force  and  intereft  in 
fupporting  the  houfe  of  Attjlria,    Araongft  other  marks  of 
his  regard  for  that  family,  he  inftituted  the  order  of  the  knights 
of  St.  Stephen,    Tjje  original  defign  of  tbofe  knights  wais  to 
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ferve  againft  the  piratical  ftates  of  Barbary^  who,  about  the 
year  ISS4»  infcftcd  the  coafts  of  Italy.  Philip  IL  of  Spainy 
paving,  about  the  year  1562,  transferred  all  the  diftrift  of 
Sienna  td  Cofmoy  excepting  that  chain  of  garrifons  which  is 
now  called  Strao  de  gli  PrefiSiy  lying  upon  the  coafts  of 
Tufcanyy  the  knights  of  St.  Stephen^  who  were  by  that  time  a 
regular  inftitution,  were  employed  to  defend  them,  and  al- 
lowed a  noble  palace  and  church  for  their  refidence  at  Pifoy 
which  they  ftill  poflefs,  though  the  order  is  now  greatly  de- 
cayed. Cofmoy  during  his  life-time,  efcaped  many  dangerous 
confpiraciesy  which  were  formed  againft  his  life  by  the  Flo^ 
rgntimsy  who  could  not  forget  that  they  were  once  free,  and 
that  under  him  they  were  flaves  with  gilded  chains.  Hb  firft 
wife,  already  mentioned,  was  highly  ferviceable  to  him  at 
the  court  of  Spahy  and  contributed  greatly  to  the  glory  of  his 
fortunes ;  but  though  he  had  many  children,  it  cannot  be  faid 
that  he  was  happy  in  his  progeny,  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing incident,  which  may  be  met  with  in  KeyJUr^s  Travels, 
and  is  countenanced  by  the  relation  of  other  creditable  au- 
thors. 

The  names  of  two  of  Cofmoh  fons  wtrt  John  and  Gardasy  tragical 
or  Garcia.  The  former,  when  young,  was  made  a  cardinal,  p^**'»^ 
through  bis  ftither's  intereft;  but  never  could  conciliate  toS:^°*^' 
himfelf  the  affefiion  or  friendftiip  of  his  brother  Garcioy  who-'^* 
was  known  to  be  of  a  furious  vindidive  difpofition.  One  day 
the  two  brothers,  while  at  hunting,  found  themfelves  alone 
in  following  the  chace,  far  removed  from  all  their  attendants; 
and  Garcia  took  that  opportunity  of  quarrelling  with  his  bro- 
ther, whom  he  ftabbed  to  the  heart  with  his  dagger.  He 
then  rejoined  his  company,  without  difcovering  in  his  coun- 
tenance or  manner  the  fmalleft  emotion,  as  if  any  thing  ex- 
fraordiqary  had  happened.  The  cardinaKs  borfe,  however, 
returning  without  his  rider,  the  company,  by  tracing  back  the 
prints  of  his  hoofs,  difcovered  the  place  where  John  lay  mur- 
dered.. His  body  being  carried  to  Florenciy  the  grand  duke, 
))is  hihtty  ordered  that  the  circuipftance  of  his  being  qour-  , 
dered  (bpuld  be  concealed ;  and  gave  out,  that  his  fon  died 
pf  an  apople^c  fir,  while  he  was  hunting.  He  then  ordered 
the  dead  bodv  to  be  conveyed  into  an  inner  apartment,  and 
fending  for  Garcioy  to  wbofe  malignant  difpofition  he  was  no 
flranger,  be  taxed  him  with  the  murder.  The  youth  denied 
it  at  firft  with  great  warmth,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  manner ; 
-but  being  introduced  into  the  room  where  the  l^y  lay,  it  is 
faid  to  have  bled  (very  poflibly  by  chance)  at  bis  approach. 
He  then  threw  himfelf  at  his  father's  feet,  and  confefled  the 
^ham.  The  father,  who  had  refolved  on  the  part  he  was 
|o  a^  folemnly  defired  bis  fon  to  prepare  for  death;  adding, 
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that  he  ought  to  account  it  a  happinefs  that,  he  was  d)oatto 
lofe  that  life^  of  which  his  cnme  had  rendered  him  unworthyi 
by  no  other  band  than  that  of  him  who  gave  it.    He  then 
plucked  put  of  its  {heath  the  dagger  with  which  Garcia  had 
murdered  the  cardinal,  and  which  flill  hung  by  his  fide,  and 
plunging  it  into  hi's  bofom,  he  fell  dead  by  his  brother's  body. 
This  dreadful  cataftrophe  happened  in  15629  whon  (be  car* 
^linal  was  no  more  than  eighteen,  and  Garcia  fiftten  years  of 
;age.     The  father  ordered  the  fads  to  be  concealed ;  and  aU» 
but  they  from  whom  it  could  not  be  concealed,  believed  daat 
.'the  two  brothers  died  of  a  pe(lilential  diftemper,  which  then 
raged  in  Flonnc^.    To  give  this  report   authenticity,  both 
bodies  were  buried  with  great  pomp»  and  a  funeral  oration 
was  pronounced  over  that  ofGarxia.    The  tragedy,  however, 
proved  fatal  to  the  mother,  who  was  fa  afie<^ed  with  the  death 
of  her  two  fons,  that  4he  fujvived  them  but  a  few  days.    As 
to  Co/mo  himfelf,  jn  all  other  re(pecls  but  bis  femilyaiPidionfl^ 
be  was  the  moft  fortunate  prince  of  his  age*  and,  after livio^ 
in  the  greateft  glory  and  happinefs,  he  died  in  15749  in  the 
thirty-eighth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  fifty-fifth  of  his  age. 
Chamber      Buy  neithef  <the  perfonal  glpry,  fucccfs,  nor  happinefe  of 
^  Cofmo.  CofifiOy  nor  his  fortune  in  war,  nor  l^is  high  iillianccs,  haw 
rendered  hi;s  oieoiory  fo  diftinguiflned  ^s  the  prodigious  ea- 
Couragement  he  gave  to  the  fiudy  anxi  practice  of  all  the  fine 
arts,  which  received  -from  him  not  only  patronage,  but  per- 
fe<£^ion.    In  him  all  the  fine  izttc^  the  unbounded  generofity, 
and  the  difcermog  (jpirit  of  the  MeeBd  family,  fecnied  to 
center*    The  immenfe  buildings  he  b^an  and  completed, 
bis  incredible  cplledions  of  ftat^es,  anoicQt  and'modenv 
paintings,  jewels,  plate,  precious  ftones  from  all  quartes  of 
the  earth,  indruments  of  every  Icind,  aunour,  and  of  every 
rarity  that  can  be  named,  would  be  incredibje3  had  not  aH 
uavcllef  s  in  Europe^  of  any  curiofity,  feen  them  j  and  did  not 
great  part  of  them  jfllll  remain  at  Ficrena*    In  fliort,  we  need 
not  fear  to  pronounce,  that  ao  prince  of  bis  reycnuc  ever 
<qualled  him  as  a  patron  of  learning  .and  the  ^rts^  uvkb  per- 
haps we  except  his  anceftor  the  great  Co/Wf  the  father  of  hjs 
country.    But  we  are  to  refleft,  that  in  the  time  of  i&/Sw,  the 
firft  great  duke,  the  arts  had  arrived  at  the  bigheft  pitch  of 
tafte,  magnificence,  and  perfeftion^^  all  which  was  owing  to 
him:  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  not.  too  bold  to  (ay>  that  he 
railed  them  high^er.  thap  they  had  bcaijiocc  the  Jugujlan  age. 
•Jf  the  benefaaions  of  fome  pf  ihe  caliphs,  pf  £&tU  and  of 
Lcivls  XIV.  towards  the  liberal  arts,  is  compared  to  that  of 
Cojm^  he  muft  have  the,  preference,  .O0t  only  becaufe  ihcif 
power  and  ability  exceeded  hSs,  Tbutljccft^fe  true  archiccfture, 
painting,  and  fculpture,  were  unknown  to  the  JfmtU  caliphs. 
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^ihtcz^t  all  thtt  Lewis  expended  did  not  prevent  their  de- 
clining from  the  perfedion  in  which    they  were  left   by 

VVk  have,  in  fpcaking  of  the  firft  Cojmoy  conjcflured  that  Page  302, 
he  and  his  family  probably  knew  certain  channels  of  com* 
merce,  which  had  poffibly  been  loft  by  the  difcovery  of  Amt^ 
rita;  nor  is  it  abfufd  to  believe^  that  part  of  the  immcnfe 
fum^  expended  by  the  great  duke  CofmQ  were  furniflied  by 
PhUsp  II.  whofe  prodigious  returns  of  treafupe,  from  the  dif- 
covery of  Anurica^  were  pecbaps  greater  than  any  European 
prince  ever  was  mafter  of. 

COSMOy  the  iirft  great  dufcc,  was  fucceeded  by  bis  {onHeis/nc* 
Francis  L   who  married  Joanna^  or  Jane^  daughter  of  the  ^W^^  ly 
emperor  Ferdinand  1.  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children  ;  but  ^''^. 
the  males  all  died  young,  and  the  females  were  incapable  of  ^"^^^^"^ 
fuccefiion.     His  daughter,  Maria  de  Medici^  became  queen  of 
France  by  marrying  Henry  IV.      Her  public  hiftory  is  well 
)cnown,  as  well  as  that  of  her  fathev,  which  may  be  met  with 
in  other  parts  of  this  work.    The  misfortunes  which  befd 
her,  by  her  difagreement  with  her  ion,  were  in  a  great  niea- 
fure  owing  to  two  Florentine  favourites,  whom  (he  carried  with 
her  into  France^  the  marechal  i^A^cre  and  his  wife.     Upon 
the  death  of  ^he  ^reat  dutchefs  Jane^  who  was  daughter^ 
iifter,  aunt,  and  niece  to  emperors,  Francis  fell  in  love  with 
a  Venetian  lady  of  the  houfe  of  Capelloy  who  was  the  widow  of 
a  gentleman  of  the  houfe  pf  Sahiati.    Having  declared  hit 
intention  to  marry  her,  the  iimate,  out  of  regard  ta  her  fa-^ 
ther's  family,  declared  her  the  daughter  of  their  republic^ 
and  made  her  a  prefent  of  a  ducal  crown.    Francis  lived  nine 

J  ears  wirh  this  lady,  who  is  celebrated  for  her  beauty ;  but 
ittle  of  importance  happened  to  Florence^  or  to  Tufcany,  under 
his  government.     He  died  in  15S7,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
hrothtT  Ferdinand  I.  who  was  a  cardinal;  but  refigned  his  and  he  fy 
hat  when  he  was  fifty-two  years  of  age.    He  married  the  his  ifTotber 
princefs  Chrijiina^  daughter  to  Charles  11.  duke  of  Lorrain.  Fcrdi- 
nc  had  "by  her  almoft  as  numerous  a  progeny  as  his  brother  ;  ^^^^ 
Imt  only  two  of  his  fons  fofvived  him,  of  whom  the  elder, 
Cofmoy  was  his  fucceffor ;  and  the  younger,  Charles^  came  to 
Ibe  bigbeft  preferments  in  the  church.     The  moft  diftin- 
^uifhed  occurrence  in  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  was  the  vaft 
magnificence  with  which  he  celebrated  the  nuptials  between 
•  his  niece  Mstry  add  the  French  king  in  1600,  who  had  fent 
kim  a  procuration^  for  that  purpofe.     No  expenccs  were  fpared 
on  this  occafion  ;    and  the  rcprefentation  of  one  comedy  is 
faid  to  have  coft  him  fucty  thoufand  crowns.     He  died  in  the 
year  1609,  and  vras  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Cofmo  II.  who  mar-  Cofmo  II. 
|icd  Magdalen  ^i  Aujlria^  fitter  to  the  emperor  Ferdinand  W.fucceedi. 
*  By 


Digitized 


by  Google 


556  ^^  Hiftory  of  Florence; 

B7  her  he  had  three  daughters,  and  four  (bns ;  of  whom  the 
elded,  Ferdinand^  fucceeded  him;  and  the  two  next  were 
cardinals.  Under  this  prince,  who,  like  his  immediate  pre* 
decefTors,  applied  himfelf  intirely  to  domeflic  affairs,  and  go- 
verned his  people  with  great  lenity,  theFIorentiu^  were  happy, 
and  (o  powerful,  that  Cofmo^  without  laying  any  additional  tax 
upon  his  fubjeds,  in  the  year  1667,  fent  an  army  of  twenty- 
thoufand  men  to  the  affiftance  of  the  duke  of  Mantua  agaioft 
the  duke  of  Savdy.  This  quarrel  being  made  up  by  the  inter- 
pofition  of  other  princes,  Ccfmo  gave  way  to  his  natural  dtf- 
pofition,  which  was  for  peace  and  tranquillity  i  and  he  died 
in  the  year  1621.  He  imitated  his  predeceilbrs  in  their  love 
for  the  fine  arts,  and  greatly  promoted  the  building  of  the 
chapel  of  San  Lorenzo^  begun  in  1604,  whefe  the  great  dukes 
of  Tufcany  are  buried  in  a  maufoleum,  which  b  accounted  the 
mod  fplcndid  of  any  in  the  world,  and  is  faid  to  have  coft  , 
fome  millions  (lerling.  Cefmo  II.  was  fucceeded  by  Ferdinand 
II.  and  was  a  prince  of  a  more  a£live  difpofition  than  any  of 
his  three  immediate  predeceilbrs.  The  difputes  about  the  fuc- 
ceiSon  to  Mantua  reviving,  be  interpofed  with  his  uncle  the 
emperor  Ferdinand  II.  and  procured  the  fufpenfion  of  the  ban 
of  the  empire,  which  was  about  to  have. been  pronounced 
againll  the  duke  of  Nevers^  who  had  firone  pretenfions  upon 
that  fucceffion  in  right  of  blood.  We  (halT,  in  the  Hiftory  of 
Parma^  fee  with  what  fpirit  he  fupported  his  brother-in-law» 
duke  Edward.  He.  married  Vi6ltire  de  la  Rovere^  daughter  to 
the  laft  duke  of  Urbino^  by  whom  he  had  two  ions,  (^Jhu  IIL 
gnd  Francis- Adaria^  afterwards  a  cardinal,  and  died  in  the 
year  1670. 
Cdfmo  COSMO  IIL    in  the  year  i66r,  married  Margaret-^' 

III.  Louija  of  Orleans^  daughter  to  Gq/i^n  duke  of  Orleans^  brother 

The  hiftwy  to  lAwii  XIII.  Alliances  with  the  court  of  France^  whicb 
9f  bh  ^as  at  that  time  in  the  height  of  its  fplendour,  were  courted 
marriage,  by  ^\  tjjg  inferior  Roman  catholic  princes  in  Europe^  as  it  ini- 
titled  them  to  the  friendfliip  of  the  boufe  of  pourton,  Cofm^ 
however,  could  not  have  made  a  more  unfortunate  match,  as 
a  hufband  :  he  was  intirely  under  the  dire£iion  of  his  mother, 
the  grandfdutchefs  dowager,  one  of  the  mod  fevere  and  auftere 
ladies  in  all  Italy  \  while,  on  the  other  hand,  her  daughter-in- 
law,  having  been  bred  up  in  all  the  gaiety  and  licentioufnels 
of  x\it  French  coutt^  and  attended  by  a  numerous  retinue  of 
fervants  of  the  fame  caft,  paid  very  little  regard  to  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  her  mother-in-law  upon  the  fevity  of  her  beha- 
viour ;  and  even  prefumed,  upon  the  greatnefs  of  her  birth, 
to  give  law  to  the  duke  her  husband.  There  feems,  however, 
to  have  been  nothing  criminal  in  the  condu<^  of  the  young 
grand  dutcbefs,  but  her  difagreement  with  the  manners  of  h^r 
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liu^band  and  her  mother-ia-lavir,  which  had  Tpread  the  gloom 
of  devotion  and  formality  over  all  the  Fhrentim  court.  She 
rcfembled  him,  however*  in  one  particular,  that  (he  encour 
raged  mien  oiP  fenfe  and  genius*  While  Ihe  was  at  Flonme^ 
ibe  heard  that  the  famous  abbot  Siriy  who  was  a  monk  of  St. 
BenuB^j  in  the,  abbey  of  St.  George  at  Venice^  bad  been 
baniflied  that  city,  on  a  ftrid  profecution,  only  for  having 
/poken  flightmgly  of  the  republic.  The  abbot,  repairing  to 
Florenu^  was  prefented  to  tbe  grand  dutchefs,  aitd  me  recom- 
mended him  to  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  who  made  him  his 
biftoriographer.  But  her  love  of  learning,  however,  could  not 
procure  agreement  between  her  husband  and  her,  they  beiiig^ 
in  other  refpefis,  diredly  the  reverfe  of  each  other  in  temper 
and  diipofition.  The  great  dutcheg  dowager,  continuing  ftiU 
to  have  the  afcendency  over  her  fon,  perfuaded  him  to  inter- 
pofe  his  authority,  to  prevail  with  his  wife  to  conform  herfelf 
to  the  Italian  manners ;  but  neither  love  nor  authority  made 
any  impreffion  upon  the  dutche(s:  and  though  fne  had 
brought  the  duke  two  fons,  Ferdinand  and  John-Gajion,,  and 
a  princefs,  Mary^Magdaleny  afterwards  married  to  john-ffH" 
Ham  of  Neubourg^  wAor  Palatine^  daily  auarrels  happened 
between  her  and  the  great  duke ;  till,  at  laft,  they  feparated, 
and  (he  returned  to  Parity  where  (he  was  allowed  an  appoint- 
ment agreeable  to  her  rank,  and  which  (he  enjoyed  to  the  day 
of  her  death.  Though  this  feparation  gave  difguft  to  the 
.pride  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  yet  he  had  at  that  time 
political  reafons  for  not  refenting  it  otherwife  than  by  fending 
.LOftruAions  to  the  marquis  ^Pr^,  his  ambaftador  at  Florence^ 
to  apply  to  the  great  duke,  and  to  endeavour  to  t(lt&  a  re- 
tonciliation,  as  alfo  to  infift  upon  three  points.  The  iirft 
was,  that  the  grand  duke  (hould,  by*  inviting  her  to  return  to 
Fkrence^  take  back  his  wife ;  the  fecond,  that  he  (hould  pay 
her  debts,  which,  it  feems,  (he  had  contradied  to  a  large 
amount;  and  thirdly,  that,  when  (he  (hould  return,  (he 
fliould  have  the  fame  power  in  the  management  of  public  af- 
fairs that  the  duke  allowed  to  his  mother.  Cofmo  anfwered, 
with  great  (irmnefi,  that,  as  to  the  firft  requeft,  he  was  ready  His  an- 
at  any  time  to  receive  his  wife,  if  (he  (hould  plcafe  to  rctum/w/r  to 
to  him ;  but  that  her  feparating  from  him  being  intirely  the  the  French 
refulc  of  her  own  choice,  and  without  his  participation,  hc^'*^^- 
would  make  no  advances  towards  inviting  her  to  return.  As  ^^''• 
to  the  fecond  article,  he  anfwered,  that,  while  (be  lived  with 
him,  he  had  alwap  maintained  her  according  to  her  birth 
and  ftation  ;  and  that,  fmce  their  feparacion,  he  had  ordered 
her  appointments  to  be  pun£kuiilly  paid  her,  and  therefore  did 
not  think,  nimfeh  obliged  to  difcharge  thole  debts  which  ihe 
had  contracted  through  extravagance  and  wan:  of  occonomy. 
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As  to  the  laft  article,  he  faid,  tbaty  as  fooa  at  hit  wife  hii 
given  as  (Irong  proofs  of  hi6r  actachtneot  to  his  intereft  as  bis 
mother  had  done^  fhe  (hould  c^joy  (haAme  authori^  iopvb* 
lie  affaifs.  , 

The  marquis  endeavoared  to  uake  Gp/iiM*f  refolntion  oo 
thofe  heads,  by  propoftng,  on  the  part  of  his  mafter,  zmciAtti 
match  bet\KN:en  his  eldeftfon  and  another  princefi of  die^faJodd 
of  France^  in  order  to  renew  the  ^ood  correfpoDdenctbetweea 
his  crown  atld  the  houfe  of  i}//^/ ;  buttheduKe,  who  was 
heartily  drfgufted  with  fnmh  princefo)*  civilty  dodMied  Alt 
'honoitr  of  the  alliance^  linder  pretence  that  his  fow  was  too 
<young  to  think  of  nharryiifg.'  Notwithftaiiding  this,  the  young 
prince  foon  after  rfiarried?  the  pmcch  f^iokmu  Beatriu  of  &- 
varla,  a  family  that  was  chenintirely  in  the  imperial  intereft; 
the  eledor  htm  (elf  beinfit  that  very  year  general  ^  die  era-, 
perof's  army  Bpotr  the  Uppsr  Rhm^  and  prince  Clmei^  ot* 
Bavariay  his  brother,  who  had  bben  chofcn  the  year  before 
ele£h>r  of  6>A^^^,  having  rejeiked  all  temos  of  accommoda- 
tion, with  his  moft  Chriftiait  maiefty.     The  match  of  dw 
f;rand  prince  into  the  houfe  of  Bavmaj  together  with  the 
eague  of  Augibourg^  in  which  Cofmo  became  a  party,  dis- 
couraged his  moft  Chriftian  majcfty  fiT>m  any  farther  advanced 
towards  the  couit  of  Fhrefke^  and  in  the  yc^*  1697,  when 
the  repuution  of  the  French  monarchy  and  arms  began  to  dc- 
ch'ne,  his  eldeA  fon  having  no  tfllie,  he  married,  on  the  od 
of  July^  his  fecond  fon  J^hn-QaR^fh  who  fucceeded  bitn,  to 
the  princcfs  Arma-MetriaFtanafcd  of  Sax^-^Lawiffbffurgj  widow 
of  Philip'lPtUiam  cotint^palatine  of  tht  RUne^     This  ladj^ 
befides  the  fplendour  of  her  binh,  had  great  pnstenfions  tdkir 
father's  dominions,  and  was,  in  her  own  right,  aduailypof-' 
feflcd  of  a  vaft  fortune.     Her  fclher,  Julius'^Frafkh  of  Sm^ 
Lawenhotirg^  had  died  Septefrdftr  29,  1699 ;  but  Ml  focceffioa 
was  dtfputed  with  his  daughter  hy  the  houfes  of  Saxonj  aw( 
Anhah'BrunJwk\  the  firft,  In  right  of  z  reciprocal  family- 
compa6t  between  the  ele£lorof  ^^zx^y  and  the  laft  diike;  am 
the  latter,  in  right  of  blood  and  alliances;  while  both  pre- 
tended that  a  female  defcendaift  was  iitcapaAile  of  foccecding 
to  that  duchy.     JohnGaJi^n  brought  the  aStir  bef(»e  the 
imperial  courts  of  judicature,  and  took  a  journey  to  GermMf, 
where  he  not  only  carried  on  the  procefs,  but  managed  the 
great  eftates  that  fell  to  his  wife  in  Bobmia^  by  the  indifptitrf 
rights  of  heritage  from  her  father.    ^  to  the  law-proceft, 
ftveral  precedents  were  produced,  to  prove  that  the  eftates  ifl 
queftion  were  inheritable  bj'  women  as  well  as  men ;  but  the 
forms  of  the  imperial  courts  retarding  the  decifion^  he  re- 
turned, after  a  long  ftay  in  Gcnnanfy  to  Fhrfm» 
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NfirTrtER  of  the  two  fons  of  Cofma  III.  having  male  iffuc,  Ohtsuns 
smd  there  being  but  little  probabHity  of  their  having  any,  the  the  title  of 
great  duke's  brother,  Francis- Maria  of  Mtdici,  being  of  a  royal  bigk^ 
vigorous  conftitution,  fome  years  after,  was  applied  to  by  the  «c/5- 
court  of  Vienna  to  refign  the  purple,  to  which  he  had  been 
laifed  by  pope  Irinxent  XL  in  1686,  to  qualify  hhnfelf  for 
marriage.     It  #as  generally  thought  that  the  imperial  court 
would  have  beftowcd  upon  him  •  one  of  the  archdutchefs's 
daughters,  ftftcrs  to  the  emperor  yofepby  and  it  is  certain, 
tbat  the  hoofe  of  Medici  was  fi>  much  in  favom*  at  the  court 
of  Vienna^  that,  in  the  year  \b()(y,  the  reigning  gieat  duke  of 
TJE^^  obtained  from  the  empereir  the  \\i\o  of  Royjrl  Highnefsy 
the  fame  having'  been    before  eonferred  en   the  duke  of 
Lorrain. 

Notwithstanding  the  new  title  eonferrcd-  on  i\it  His attacJ^ 
grand  duke,  it  was  not  immediately  allowed  of  by  the  pt^wers  ment  to  tht 
of  Europe.    The  count  of  Lathherg^  the  imperial  ambaflador,  f<fp^» 
was  the  firft  who,  by  his  mafter*s  order,  confetrcd  konC^^, 
in  anfwering  the  complimems  made  him  by  the•fflarqlris'f^^^ 
#////,  who  had  been  fent  limbaflador  to  Rome  frdkn  the  great 
duke  for  that  purpofe.     In  the  jubilee-year,  1 7C0,  C9jmo  III. 
went  to  pay  his  devotions  at  Kome,  where  he  was  received 
by  his  holinefe   hnocet$f  XIL  with  fuch  compliments  and 
carcffcs  as  aftonHbcd  all  the  w6rld.     Every  day  they  were 
feen  walking  with  one  another  in  the  utmoft  famTliarity  ;  and 
Ihey  agreed,  that  all  kind  of  ceremony  ihould  be  dropt  be- 
tween them.    It  is  rteceflary  to  explain  the  reafon  for  this^ 
and  of  fome  ridkuloi»  incidents  that  followed, 

COSMO  in.  in  his  Own  pcrfon,   kept  t^p  the  ^r^tcA His deim 
ftiew  of  derotkm  of  any  prince  in  Europe.     In  his  court  and  tio»* 
attendance  his  eeconomy  was  ncTct  to  parfimonious;'but  he 
repahed  every  night  to  the  ehurch  of  the  jfnmnciada  in  Fla^ 
rence,  and  aififted  at  the  litanies,  which  were  there  fung  with 
the  beft  mtific  in  Italy.    He  Was  at  great  pains  to  bring  reli- 
gious perfons  to  his  court,  and  to. recommend  them  to  the 
pope,  who  generally  beftowed  \ipon  them-  fome  ecclefiafttcal 
preferment.     By  his  intereft,  c&rdinal  Morigia  was  raifed  to 
the  purple ;  and  ancHher  religious  was  made  archbiOiop  of 
Ragufa^  on  the  merk  of  wearing  a   long  beard.     Thofe 
aiUduhies  hadendeared  him  fo  much  to  his  holinef?,  that  the 
latter,  while  he  was  at  Rome^  not  only^ave  hjnri  the  title  of 
joyzX  highne6,  but  prevaSed  with  all'  the  cardinals'  and  fo-    • 
reign  minifters,  whom  he  could  influence,  to  do  the  fame  :        -      * 
fome,  however,  of  the  latter  flood  out,  and  others  made  great 
difficulties ;  but  at  laft,  by  the  pope's  unwearied  application, 
all  objcflions  were  got  over,  and  the  matter  v\*as  at  laft  confi- 
4ered  as  being  regulated.    This  important  point  being  gained, 
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the  pope  and  tbe  grand  dulce  became  more  iminuUe  togetfaef 

than  ever ;  but  the  people  of  Rom  were  ioexpreffibly  afto- 

niihed  at  feeing  his  royal  highnefs  appear  abroad  in  the  habit 

and  dignity  of  a  canon  of  St.  Piier\  church.    It  happened  on 

the  following  occafion. 

He  is  made     £v£RY  one  knows,  or  has  heard  of  the  holy  handkerchief^ 

a  canon  ^which  is  preferved  in  the  church  of  St.  Piter  at  RmiUy  and 

Sc  Peter'/,  which  is  faid  to  be  imprefled  with  the  pifiure  of  our  Svriour's 

face,  as  he  was  going  to  his  crucifixion.    The  venerauoa  ia 

which  this  relick  is  held  is  fuch,  that  when  it  is  expofed,  which 

is  only  on  very  folemn  occafions,  the  people  can  behold  it  only 

at  a  great  diflance,  and  none  have  the  privilege  of  exhibiting 

it  but  the  canons,  of  St,  Piter's.    Cofmo^  however,  was  fmittcn 

with  fo  extravagant  a  fit  of  devotion,  that  he  emplc^cd  all 

bis  intereft  with  his  holinefs  to  have  a  nearer  view  of,  and  to 

touch,  the  handkerchief;  but  was  informed,  that  he  could 

not  be  gratified,  becaufe  of  the  anathemas  and  fulminatbns 

that  lie  againft  every  man  who  (hall  mount  the  tribunal  of  the 

holy  telicks,  or  prefume  to  touch  them,  unlefs  he  is  a  canon 

of  St.  Piter's :  he  was  even  told  by  his  holineis,  that  it  was 

an  indulgence  the  pontifical  power  itfelf  could  not  grant. 

After  great  confultation,    however,    his  holinefs  fell  upon 

an  expedient  that  gratified  bis  friend  in  his  darling  paffion^ 

The  grand  duke  being  then  a  widower,  the  pope  ordained 

and  declared  him  a  canon  of  St.  Pitir*s ;  and  his  royal  high- 

liefs,  in  a  purple  habit,  and  a  furplice  on  his  (houldexs,  having 

affifted  at  tbe  brief  which  declared  him  a  prieft,  was  conduced 

to  the  tribunal,  where  be  had  the  pleafure  of  touching  and 

handling  the  holy  handkerchief,  with  the  other  relicks ;  and 

he  beftowed  his  benedl£tion,  at  the  fame  time,  upon  feventy 

thoufand  fpeSators  then  prefent.    But  this  was  not  the  only 

piece  of  religious  foppery  that  his  royal  highnefs  was  gui/ty 

of  on  this  occafion.    Upon  his  holineis  prefenting  him  with 

a  few  toys  and  relicks,  the  duke  gave  two  hundred  pifioles  fio 

the  bearers,  and  fent  the  pope  prefents  to  the  amount  of  a  large 

fum  in  jewels  and  money.   Happening  to  pray  before  an  altar  in 

a  church  where  his  holinefs  arrived,  he  crawled  upon  his  knecis 

to  the  pontifical  chair ;  and  when  the  pope  defired  Y^fii  to 

rife,  "  Permit,  faid  he,  the  grand  duke  of  Tujcany  to  adore 

the  vicar  of  Chnjl  with  that  veneration  which  is  due  to 

him." 

Kts  adnfeu"     His  royal  highnefs,  however,  during  his  refidence  at  Rme^ 

tures  at     went  only  by  the  name  of  count  PittgliaWt,  which  expofed 

Rome^      him  fometimes  to  unforefeen  adventures.     While  he  was  one 

day  on  his  knees  in  church,  a  lady,  whofe  husband  had  been 

baniflied  out  of  Tufcam  placed  herfelf  by  him,  and  applied 

to  him,  as  count  Pitighar.o^  for  his  good  offices  with  the  great 
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dake  to  repeal  die  fentente  of  her  faisband's  banifiitnenf, 
ipvbic;^  he  very  obligingly  promifed  her.    At  another  time  a 
courtezan  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  and,  pretending  to  be  pe- 
lUteat,  the  great  duke  gave  her  five  hundred  crowns  to  enable 
her  to  enter  into  a  monaftery.    Notwithftanding  thofe  weak- 
nefles,  which  it  is  hard  to  determine  whether  they  were  real 
or  afieded,  C$fmo  wa'S  far  from  being  void  of  fpirit  or  policy: 
he  had  at  that  time,  befides  devotion,  many  important  affairs 
to  iorf^nage  at  the  court  of  Rome.    The  ill  ftate  of  the  king  of 
Spain's  health,  and  the  treaty  of  partition  of  his  dominions 
that  had  been  made,  laid  the  grand  duke  under  great  difficul- 
ties ;  and  it  was  natural,  upon  the  approaching  event  of  hrs 
catholic  majefty's  death,  for  him  to  confult  with  his  holinefs 
upon  the  meafures  he  was  to  purfue  for  fecuring,  if  poffible, 
the  fucce/fion  to  his  dominions  in  his  own  family.     With  this 
view,  he  applied  to  obtain  from  his  holinefs  his  aflent  to  his 
brother's  refigning  hid  cardinal's  hat,  and  to  beftow  it  upon 
his  fon  Gafton.    He  had  likewife  feveral  quarrels  with  the 
Genoefe  and  the  Lucquefe.    The  former  had  come  to  a  refolu-  He  breaks 
tion  to  m^e  la  Spetia  a  free  port,  which  could  not  be  done  'with  the 
without  vaft  prejudice  to  Leghorn  ;  fo  that  his  royal  highnefs  Genoefe 
negociated  not  only  with  his  holinefs,  but  with  all  the  princes  ^"^  '^'^ 
in  Italy  J  to  prevent  the  projefi.    He  was  embroiled  with  the^"^^^^"^* 
latttr  on  the  following  occafion.    Two  natives  of  L^cca  had 
been  condemned  for  their  crimes  to  the  gallies;  but  were 
refcued  out  of  the  prifon  of  Pietra  Santa,  belonging  to  the 
great  duke,  by  their  friends  and  relations ;  for  which  his  royal 
highnefs  demanded  fatisfadion  from  the  Lucquefe  magifWacy, 
who  very  readily  agreed  to  give  all  the  offenders  up  to  juftice, 
if  they  could  be  taken.     They  found  means,  however,  to 
make  their  efcape,  and  the  Lucquefe  made  their  apologies  to 
the  court  of /&r^;ff/.     But  they  were  far  from  fatisfying  the 

f;reat  duke.  He  had  intelligence  that  the  malefaftors  cfcapcd 
y  connivance,  and  that  forty  of  them  had  taken  refuge  in  a 
Czttlc  belonging  to  Lucca.  He  demanded,  that  they  (hould  be 
delivered  up  to  him  5  and  the  Lucquefe  refufmg  to  comply,  he 
ordered  all  the  natives  oi  Lucca  in  his  dominions  to  be  imme- 
diately arrefled,  and  put  under  confinement.  Upon  this,  th& 
Lucquefe  raifed  troops,  and  fent  for  affiflance  to  their  allies  the 
Genoefcy  which  was  immediately  granted  them.  Both  thofe  • 
differences,  however,  were  maac  up ;  the  firft  by  the  media- 
tion of  the  dukes  of  Modena  and  ParmOy  and  the  fecond  by 
the  fubmiffion  of  the  Lucquefe. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  kmg  of  Spain^  and  the  fuccefllon  of^'j^'fi- 
the  duke  of  v^;i/W  to  that  crown,  the  grand  duke  oiTufca)iy^'^^^^^' 
fecretly  refolved  to  take  part  with  France  i  but  fo  as  to  give  no 
umbrage,  if  poffible,  to  the  impcrialifls.    His  motives  were. 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXVI.  O  o  that 
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that  the  emperor,  upon  the  extindion  of  the  boufeof  <MmCc/ 
without  male  iiTue,  might  feize  iipon  the  fucceflion,  as  being 
a  fief  of  the  empire ;  while  he  might  have  a  chance,  as  in- 
deed afterwards  happened,  of  treating  with  the  court  of  5^/if, 
and  rendering  his  dukedom  an  independent  fovereignty.     He 
was,  however,  under  fome  difficulties  with  regard  to  his  bro- 
ther, who  was  prote£lor  both  of  the  Imperial  and  Spanijb  in- 
terelf s  at  Rome^  and  held  very  rich  livings  in  the  kingdom  of 
NapUs  and  in  Sicily,     But  a  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bwrhn 
now  iijcceeding  to  the  crown  of  Spairiy  and  that  fucceffion 
being  difputed  by  the  emperor,  the  cardinal  could  no  lonecr 
continue  the  protedlor  of  both   nations,  and   muft  declare 
himfelf  for  one  or  the  other.     The  pope  aiFe<9ed  a  ftri<ft  neu- 
trality in  the  difpute ;  but  as  there  was  little  room  to  doubc 
that  he  favoured  the  French  intereft,  the  great  duke  made  no 
fcruple  of  payinga  vifit,  in  bis  own  galley,  to  the  diike  ofAn- 
jouy  who  now  aUumeJ  the  title  of  king  of  Spain^  when  be 
came  to  Lighrn.     This  vifit  amazed  all  Europe^  becaufe,  till 
then,  his  royal  highnefs  had  been  alwaysdeomed  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  imperial  intereft,  and  its  ftrongeft  partuan  xtk 
all  Italy,    The  young  king  was  not  inftruded  how  to  receive 
him  ;  and  his  royal  highnefs  was  not  a  little  difgufted  when 
his  majedydid  not,  during  all  the  time  of  the  interview,  de- 
fire  him  to  be  covered ;  a  privilege  made  ufe  of  by  many  gran* 
dees  of  Spain^  even  without  their  king^s  permiffion.    But  bis 
brother,  the  cardinal,  having  a  great  reludance  to  part  with 
the  rich  livings  he  held  under  the  emperor,  had  a  much  more 
diiEcult  task  to  manage.     It  would  not  be  very  inftru£live  to 
the  reader,  to  inform  him  of  all  the  doublings  and  fiuftoigs 
of  his  eminency  on  this  occafion.     It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
he  pra^lifed  every  art  to  keep  himfelf  well  with  both  parties, 
and  by  the  vaft  power  he  had  in  the  confiftory,  as  well  as  by 
the  influence  he  had  over  his  brother,  he  was  long  courted  by 
CarJinal    b^^h ;  and,  at  laft,  the  French  king  fecretly  fixed  him  in  his 
dc  Medici  inter  eft,  by  offering  to  make  him  cardinal -protedor  of /V^nr/, 
tmhraces     if  he  fhould  lofe  that  of  the  empire  and  of  Hungary,     But, 
/^^  French  even  after  the  cardinal  had  come  to  this  refoIuUon,  he  fre- 
iuierefl,      quented,  as  much  as  ever,  the  aflemblies  which  the  imperial 
amba(radi;r's  lady,  the  countefs  de  Lambergy  held  at  her  pa- 
lace ;  while  the  cardinal  Jan/sn^  the  Frena)  minifter  at  Rami^ 
preding   him  to  declare  himfelf,   he  ordered  the   Imperial 
and  Spanijb  arms  over  his  palace  to  be  covered  from  the 
public  view,    which    they   were   for    two    months.       Not- 
withftanding  his  profound  dif&mulation,  he  was  more  than 
fufpetSted   by  the   countefe,  who,   by-way  of  raillerv,   cx- 
prefled  her  concern  at  the  umbrage  which  the  French  court 
might  take  at  hi$  iVequcn ling  her  aflvUibiies }   and  upon  his 
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eminenqr  replyiag,  that  the  livings  he  held  from  his  Catholic 
majefty  were  too  valuable  to  be  thrown  to  the  cocLs,   ihe 
farcaftically  told   him,    that  he  did  right  in  imitating  the 
princes  of  his  family,  who  owed,  originally,  their  greatnefs 
to  their  oeconomy.     He  was  forced  at  laft  to  throw  oiF  the 
made ;  and  the  fcafFoldir^g  being  taken  down  above  his  gate^ 
the  arms  of  France  and  Spain  appeared  ;   but,  to  the  no  Anall 
mortification  of  the  Spaniards^  ihofe  of  France  had  the  right    ' 
hand.    It  was  thought,  at  this  time,  that  the  match  between 
the  cardinal  and  the  archdutchefs  was  far  advanced ;    but 
being  now  dropt  by  his  declaring  for  France^  count  Lamberg 
publiflied  a  kind  of  a  proteft  that,  as  the  fucceflion  to  the 
Spanijb  monarchy  had   devolved  upon  the  houfe  of  Jujiria^ 
nothing  done  by  the  cardinal  de  Medici  qm^X  to  prejudice  the 
rights  of  that  family.     The  moderation  of  the  cardinal  was 
fuch,  that,  indead  of  refenting  this  proted,  he  retired  to  his 
brother's  court  zt  Florence  ^    and  indeed  the  whole  policy  of 
the  houfe  of  Medici^   at  this  memorable  jundure,    turned 
upon  giving  as  little  ofFence  as  pofTible  to  either  of  the  con- 
tending parties;  and  in  this  they  fuccceded  fo  well,  that  they 
were  involved  in  none  of  the  difputes  of  thofe  times;    buc 
maintained  a  refpeSable  neutrality  with  all  parties ;    fo  that 
the  remaining  hiflory  of  the  life  of  Cofmo  III.  relates  only  to 
his  private  affairs. 

By  the  great  ceconomy  he  obferved  in  his  court  and  palace  Great  en^ 
he  had  amafled  fo  much  money,  that  he  was  looked  upon  to  courage- 
be  the  richeft  prince  in  Chriflendom  ;  but  his  parfimony  fub-  ^'^'  ofthtt 
je(3ed  him  to  many  affronts  from  x\i^  Florentines^  who  did  not  ^^^^  ^f 
fail  fbmetimes  to  reproach  him  with  the  original  mcanncfs  of  ^^^^*^"^^ 
his  famiJy  :    his  friends,  however,  excufed  him,  on  account'^  earm^' 
of  his  being  obliged  to  maintain  a  court  for  his  fon,  and  an- 
other for  his  brother,  and  bccaufe  of  the  vaft  fums  he  ex- 
pended upon  learning  and  learned  men.     The  vaft  encou- 
ragement he  gave  to  the  famous  Magliabccchi^  with  the  vaft 
erudition  and  oddities  of  that  e?^traordinary  perion,  is  well 
known  to  all  EMrope  ;  and  it  was  through  Cojmd'b  inteieft  that 
the  learned  cardinal  Norris  was  brought  out  of  an  obfcure 
monaftery  and  advanced  to  the  purple.     When  young  he  had 
made  a  vifit  to  the  Englijh  court,  in  the  rci;2;n  pf  Charles  If. 
but  though  he  always  profeffed  a  great  frieudlhip  for  the  id- 
mWy  of  Stuart^  yet  we  do  not  find  that  he  was  very  liberal  in 
contributing  towards  tiic  efforts  made  for  repine. n^  king  Jafnes 
on  tlie  throne  of  Grtat-Britnin.  though  oticn  applitd   to  for 
that  purpofe  by  the  cardinai  d'EJle^  and  the  other  fiicuis  <if 
thatfamkly;    nay,  by  the  pope  himfelf,  for  whom  he  hid  fo 
great  a  veneration.     He  affc<fted,  however,  to  be  the  head 
and  patron  of  all  the  i?tf/yw«  Catholics  in  Great  Britain  \  and 
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he  exerted  all  his  intereft  with  fbr^n  courts  in  their  Ibirke^ 
Being  a  complete  politician,,  his  fuccefs  in  thb  was  iocredi** 
ble ;  and  it  was  primarily  owing  to  him  that  the  Papifts  omC 
with  fuch  indulgences  as  they  did,  even  after  the  accefBott  of 
George  1.  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain.  His  great  ftudy  was 
chemidry ;  and  his  friends  could  not  oblige  him  more  than 
by  fendin^^  for  medicines  prepared  in  his  laboratory  by  himielf. 
He  entertained  at  his  court  the  beft  phyficians  he  couW  find, 
and  they  were  confulted  all  over  Europe  \  and  being  courted 
by  all  the  European  princes  in  his  time,  he  may  be  faid  to 
have  been  in  every  refpefl  happy,  but  in  the  melancholy  pro- 
fped  of  his  fon,  from  whom  he  had  no  hopes  of  ifliie,  bckig 
the  lad  of  his  family.  This  confideration  rendered  him  in- 
different as  to  all  the  ftipulations  preceding  the  quadruple  al- 
liance in  1 7 18,  by  the  fifth  article  of  which,  the  duchies  of 
Tufcany,  Parmoy  and  Placentia,  were  to  be  accounted  for  ever 
as  male  fiefs  of  the  empire,  and  were  to  defcend,  in  defatdc 
of  male  heirs,  to  the  queen  of  Spain's  eldeft  foo*  As  the 
confcnt  of  the  empire  was  neceflfary,  the  emperor  was  to  ufe 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain  it.  Leghorn  was  to  renttin 
a  free  port,  and  the  king  of  Spain  was  to  yield  to  his  fon  the 
town  Porto  Longone^  with  what  he  pofltfled  in  the  ifland  of 
Elba^  as  foon  as  the  prince  of  Spain  (hould  be  in  pofleffioa 
'  of  Tufcany.  None  of  tbefe  duchies  was  to  be  poflefied  by  a 
prince  who  fliould,  at  the  fame  time,  be  Icing  of  Spain',  nor 
was  the  king  of  Spain  ever  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  guardian* 
R^voluti'  (hip  of  that  prince.  To  alleviate  any  chagrin  which  the 
ens  in  the  great  duke  might  conceive  at  this  article,  it  was  agreed,  that 
fuccepon  of\^  p^g^  was  to  be  allowed,  during  the  lives  of  the  po^flors 
Tulcany.  Qf<rufcany  txnd  Parma^  that  any  forces  of  any  country  wfait- 
foevcr,  whether  their  own  or  hired,  (hould,  either  by  the 
emperor,  the  kings  of  France  or  Spain^  or  even  by  the  prince 
appointed  to  the  fucceilion,  be  introduced  into  any  garrifon, 
city,  port,  or  town  of  thofe  duchies.  It  is  not;  however, 
eafy  to  reconcile  this  with  the  remaining  part  of  the  article  j 
viz.  that,  for  fecurity  of  the  fucceflion,  fix  thoufand  Swifs 
were  to  be  put  into  Leghorn^  Porto  Ferraroy  Parmay  and  P/i- 
centia* 

COSMO  III.  did  not  long  furvive  this^eftination  of  his 
A.  D.    dominions,  for  he  died  the  moft  aged  prince  in  Cbriftendom 
^l^y     in  1723.     He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Gajlon^  whofe  cha- 
ra<Ster  and  manner  of  life  greatly  refemblcd  that  of  his  father. 
Tne  reader,  in  the  hiftory  of  Parmay  will  learn  the  various 
events  which  attende*!  the  conclufion  of  the  quadruple  alli- 
ance, which  was  exclaimed  againft  by  all  Italy  \  and,  amongfl 
others,  the  grand  <luke  Gnjlm  prefcnicd  memorials  againft  it 
at  the  congrefi  of  Camb^ay.    By  the  treaty  between  the  em- 
peror 
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peror  and  Spain^  who  ran  intb  one  another^  arms  in  the  year  a.  D. 
1725,  upon  ^AtigQesrgel,  having  declined  accepting  the  (ble  ijz^ 
mediation  at  Cambray^^  the  emperor  granted  (without  the 
confent  of  the  empire)  the  inveftiture  of  the  dukedoms  of 
Tufcanfy  Parma^  and  Placentiay  to  the  queen  of  Spain*^  eldeft 
ion,  in  cafe  thefe  dukedoms  fliould  be  vacant  for  want  of 
heirs;  the  determination  of  king Georg$  and  the  regent  of 
France  in  the  treaty  of  Lfndon^  that  they  are  mafcultne  fiefs 
of  the  empire,  being  taken  for  ganted.  Thofe  fttpulations  7r/ii{^  0/* 
were  enforced  by  the  treaty  of  iSm/fe  in  1728,  by  the  ninth  Seville, 
anicle  of  which,  fix  thoufand  of  his  Catholic  majefty's  troops 
were  immediately  to  be  introduced  to  garrifon  Lsghorn^  Porto 
Ferraro^  Parma,  and  Phcentia,  to  fecure  that  pofleffion  to 
T>oti  Carlos  \  and,  by  the  following  article,  the  contrading 
powers  were  to  ufe  the  moft  eifedual  means  for  perfuading 
the  dukes  oiTufcany  t^ni  Parma  to  admit  of  the  garrifons, 
which,  however,  were  to  do  nothing  to  the  pr^udice  of  the 
reigning  princes,  but  to  pay  them  all  the  honours  due  to  fo- 
rereigns  in  their  own  dominions.  This  treaty  was  guaran- 
tied to  Don  Carlos  by  Sfatity  Great-Brit^ain,  Frame,  and  the 
fiates-general ;  but  was  complained  of  by  the  court  of  Vienna^ 
as  being  inconfiftent  with,  or  rather  a  breach  of  the  fifth  ar^ 
tide  of  the  quadruple  alliance;  but  in  the  year  1731  the 
great  duke,  who  had  conceived  an  invincible  averfion  to  the 
Soufe  of  duflria,  together  with  bis  iifter,  not  only  ratified 
all  the  flipulations  with  regard  to  th^  fucceffion  to  his  domi- 
nions, but  in  confequence  of  this  new  treaty,  Don  Carlos 
viras  invited  to  Florence,  there  to  be  educated.  Even  the  em- 
peror at  laft  agreed  to  the  introdu^ion  of  Spanijb  troops  into 
the  duchy  of  Tufiany  1  and  this  fecured  the  fucceflion  of  Don 
Carlos.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  her  Catholic  majefty, 
by  this  time,  had  projedled  the  conqueft  of  iV'tf^/^/  ^nd  Sicily 
for  her  eideil  foh. 

The  reader,  in  the  hiftory.of  JP^htw,  will  fee  the  progrefi 
of  the  war,  which  terminated  in  the  emperor's  lofing  Naples 
and  Sicily ;    and  in  his  fon-in-law,  the  duke  of  Lorrain  (the 
prefent  emperor)  being  named  to  the  fucceflion  of  Tufiany ; 
while  his  duchy  of  Lorrain  was  annexed  to  the  monarchy  of 
France.     The  great  duke  of  Tsifcany,   while  thofe  matters 
were  in  agitation,  was  fo  much  decayed  in  perfon  and  Intel- 
teds,  that  he  took  little  or  no  concern  in  them ;    and  did 
not  even  make  any  remonftrances  againft  the  imperial  court, 
who  ordered  a  body  of  troops  to  move  towards  his  dominions,  /^^^/^  ^r 
in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  of  1736,  to  oblige  the  Spa- fi,g  p^^^i 
niardi  to  evacuate  his  dominions,  which  they  accordingly  diJ.^^^^. 
He  died  mjuly  1737,  and  the  duke  of  Lorrain  immediately     A.  D, 
took  poflcffion  of  his  dominions.    The  queen  of  Spain^  not-     1737. 
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withQandtng  ber  eldeft  fon  was  then  king  of  NapUs  and  5r« 
^  dly^  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  fo  noble  an  acquiriuon  as 
that  of  the  great  duchy  of  T^ufcany  being  torn  from  h^-  family^ 
and  endeavoured  to  engage,  but  without  any  eiied,  the  court 
of  Great' Britain  to  affift  her  in  recovering  it.  for  her  fon  the 
duke  of  Parma^  by  oflFering  to  engage  her  hufband  co  relin- 
qui(h  all  pretenfiona  to  Gibrabar  and  Port-mab^n  \  and  co 
give  the  Britifi  nation  fatisfadtion  with  regard  to  the  Ameri- 
am  differences  fubfifting  between  its  government  and  4^^/11. 
^  But  as  no  power  in  Europe  could  be  jealous  of  that  duke 
being  mafter  of  Tufcanjy  and  as  fuch  an  engagement  might 
have  occafioned  a  fre(h  war,  her  propofal  was  reje£led  by 
the  Britijb  court.  Since  the  acceffion  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain^ 
now  emperor  of  Germany^  to  the  great  duchy  of  Tufcanjy  the 
Florentines  have  made  no  figure  in  the  affairs  of  Italy ;  but 
the  court  of  Vienna  has  taken  fome  fteps  towards  rendering  ir, 
in  time,  a  very  comfortable  appenage  for  the  younger  branches 

A.  15.    of  the  L^rr^wi/ or  rather  \hc  jiuftrian  family.     In  the  year 

'753»  1753  it  wasrefolved,  that  for  the  future  the  entire  mi Jitary 
force  of  the  great  duchy,  (hould  confift  of  only  three  regi- 
ments of  foot,  and  one  of  dragoons  of  five  hundred  men.  To 
fupport  this  cftablifhmcnt,  a  French  company  offered  to  farm 
the  revenues  oJ  the  duchy.  But  his  imperial  majef^y  reje^ed 
the  propofal,  and  fixed  upon  another  company,  compofcd  of 
his  own  fubje^s,  to  manage  the  revenues  under  the  diredion 
of  M.  Richardy  a  gentleman  of  Lorrain.  By  this  new  infti- 
tution,  the  finances  of  the  duchy  were  divided  into  twenty 
{hares,  one  half  of  which  his  imperial  majefly  referved  to 
himfclf.  By  thofc,  and  other  frugal  meafures,  the  emperor 
was  enabled  to  crcGt  a  college  for  the  improvement  of  agri- 
culture at  Florence ;  a  fcience  to  which  the  Florentinei  arc  pe- 
culiarly adapted ;  and  in  the  year  1755,  he  raifed  another  re- 
giment of  dragoons,  and  regimented  his  militia.  The  duchy 
is  now  governed  by  a  council  of  regency,  a  military  board, 
and  other  officers  of  (late,  who  have  made  many  excellent 
_  regulations,  by  which,  during  the  war  now  raging  in  GcT'* 
F'    many^  bis  imperial  majefty  has  been  enabled  to  draw  many 

'^  ^'     ufcful  recruits  from  the  grand  duchy  of  TufcaKy^  which  have 
done  him  great  fervice  in  his  armies. 


End  of  the  Thirty- sixth  Volume. 
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